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M , M  31 (PTI): Christo-
pher Nolan has been vocal about his 
love for traditional formats -- 35mm 
and 70mm- over digital and the re-
nowned director today encouraged 
aspiring ilmmakers to believe in 
and ight for their choice of medium.

The director, who released his 
World War II drama “Dunkirk” ear-
lier than the scheduled date in cin-
emas that still projected celluloid, 
said a ilm is a director’s dream and 
it should be their call when it comes 
to the movie watching experience 
they want their audiences to have.

“This discussion has risen in the 
past that why somebody chose to 
shoot a ilm in something which is 
dif icult and not digital. They (crit-
ics) speak as if ilmmaking were a 
illogical and pragmatic thing to do. 
But its not. No ilm is illogical or 
pragmatic. Films are about dreams, 
magic, escapism and experience.

“So, it is about your feeling to-
wards the medium whether you 
want to work or not work that way. 
I am somebody who choose to shoot 

ilm in something which is dif icult 
than shooting it digitally,” Nolan said 
here today.

The 47-year-old director, known 
for modern classics such as “Memen-
to”, “The Prestige”, “Inception” and 
the Dark Knight series, is in India on a 
three day trip along with visual artiste 
Tacita Dean to promote the cause of 
ilm preservation and restoration.

Nolan said his aim is to “empow-
er ilmmakers to view their choices 

of medium as one thing they have to 
ight for.”

“None of these ights are easy 
particularly when you are starting 
out. But they are all worth ighting 
for as we are all part of that tension 
and the process that ilmmakers go 
through to tell stories that they want 
to tell,” he added.

The director was part of the 
event titled ‘Reframing the future of 
ilm ‘ along with Dean organised by 

Film Heritage Foundation and host-
ed by its director, ilmmaker-archi-
vist Shivendra Singh Dungarpur.

Nolan, who has previously pro-
moted ilm preservation and res-
toration in the US, UK and Mexico, 
said he is happy with the kind of re-
sponse he has got from Indian ilm 
fraternity.

“What we are trying to do with 
these meetings is to bring together 
different facets of ilm production 
and exhibition. It is to really main-
tain place that celluloid ilms have 
in the future and of course in digital 
world. We want to see celluloid ilms 
as a strict medium and not as tech-
nology that is being replaced by dig-
ital. It is a creative medium.

“I am really trying to engage ilm-
makers in this discussion about how 
we can maintain and improve and 
continue giving joy through cellu-
loid. What is exciting about meeting 
people from Indian ilm industry 
is that there is a spirit of optimism, 
ilms having wonderful future. There 

is a lot excitement to continue give 

the audience the reason to leave 
their home and come together to the 
theatres to experience their story,” 
he said.

Nolan added that he wants to 
preserve history of ilms for future 
generations by promoting and pro-
tecting the work from the past and 
“making it available to the audiences 
of tomorrow.”

Dungarur, who is hosting the ace 
ilmmaker in India, said in his career 

he has shown everything on cellu-
loid and will keep ighting to pre-
serve the medium.

“What is very important as a ilm 
preservationist and as a ilmmaker 
is that I have shown everything on 
celluloid. We are ighting a battle to 
save celluloid ilms in India where 
people are disbanding the ilms. Peo-
ple are not realising the importance 
of celluloid,” he said.

Dean, best known for her work in 
16 mm ilm, said their aim is to ig-
ure out “the ways by which we can 
keep the ilm as a medium alive for 
future generations”.

Films are about dreams, magic, escapism and experience: Nolan

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 31 M :

Hanuman Jayanti was 
celebrated across the 

State today. In the cap-
ital, devotees thronged 
at the Hanuman temple 
complex in Hanuman Tok 
which is located in the up-
per reaches of Gangtok.

The celebration includ-
ed religious rituals and ha-
wans being conducted at 
the Mandir premises.

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling also joined the 
puja this morning and 
participated in the hawan.

The day long Hanu-
man Jayanti celebration 
had devotees lined up 
for receiving bhandara 
[Prasad] provided by the 
Hanuman Jayanti Celebra-

tion Committee, Gangtok.
It may be mentioned 

here, Hanuman Jayanti falls 

on the 15th day of Shuk-
la Paksha in the month of 
Chaitra of the Hindi calen-

dar. Lord Hanuman is said 
to be the 11th incarnation 
of Lord Shiva, born to the 

Vanar King Kesari and his 
wife Anjani with the bless-
ing of Pawan Dev, the God 
of Wind.

On Hanuman Jayanti, 
followers and devotees 
of Lord Hanuman lock 
to temples dedicated to 
him across the country 
seeking his protection 
and blessings. The devo-
tees offer special prayers 
and chant mantras such 
as Hanuman Chalisa and 
Sundar Kaand. Others 
observe a day long fast 
to commemorate Hanu-
man Jayanti. It is said 
that Lord Hanuman was 
known to be of the co-
lour of vermillion which 
is why boondi and besan 
or motichoor laddoo is 
offered during prayers.

Hanuman Jayanti celebrated at Hanuman
Tok, CM joins hawan ceremony

D , M  31 
(PTI): BJP general secre-
tary Ram Madhav today 
said India appreciates 
the desire of the Tibet-
ans-in-exile to return to 
their motherland, and 
that they should not con-
sider themselves refugees 
in “their second home”.

The Tibetan gov-
ernment-in-exile today 
kicked off year-long 
celebrations under the 
“Thank You India” cam-
paign to mark 60 years of 
the Dalai Lama’s arrival 
in India.

“India has always 
welcomed people in 
problem with open arms. 
Many people came to 
India as refugees, and 
found love and shelter 
here. The life of a refugee 
is very tough and full of 
struggles, but the Tibet-
ans should not consider 
themselves refugees as 
they are living in their 
second home,” Madhav 
said at an event in Mc-
Leodganj in Himachal 
Pradesh to mark the 
start of the celebrations.

He said that then 
prime minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru followed 
the “dharma of the land” 
to give shelter to the Ti-
betans, though “we fol-
lowed the one-China pol-
icy at the political level”.

Actually, the Dalai 
Lama should be thanked 
for coming to India along 
with so many Buddhist 
scholars, the BJP leader 
said.

“Buddhism went 
from eastern India to 
Tibet 1,300 years ago. 
We are bound by spir-
it, religion, culture and 
knowledge. So, we are 
brothers, and brothers 
do not thank each other,” 
he said.

“We appreciate your 
desire to go back to your 
motherland ... And we 

wish you all the luck. This 
desire must not vanish. 
Till then, India is your 
home. India is the land 
of the Buddha, Mahat-
ma Gandhi and the Dalai 
Lama,” Madhav said.

Union minister 
Mahesh Sharma said, 
“India and Tibet have 
decades-old relations 
which cannot be mea-
sured by any scale. Our 
relationship is that of 
an elder and a younger 
brother, who need not 
thank each other.” He 
said it is painful to call 
the Tibetans refugees.

“You are our guests. 
Our relationship is like 
lower and fragrance,” 

he added. BJP MP Shanta 
Kumar said, “Dharamsala 
has become the spiritual 
centre of the world due to 
the presence of His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama here. 
It is the greatness of the 
spiritual leader that he 
wanted to thank India.”

Lobsang Sangay, the 
president of the Central 
Tibetan Administration 
and the Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile, quoted 
the Dalai Lama as say-
ing, “India is the guru 
(teacher) and we are the 
chelas (disciples). And to 
respect the guru is our 
dharma.”

“We are thankful to 
India, as we rebuilt the 
Tibetan civilisation, re-
vived the Tibetan culture 
and preserved and pro-
moted the Tibetan iden-
tity in India,” he said.

No other country has 
done what India did for 

India appreciates
desire of Tibetans to 

return to motherland: 
Ram Madhav
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G , 31 M  [IPR]: 
Sikkim’s irst GST Con-
sultancy Service Of ice 
was inaugurated by Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling today in a local hotel 
at Daragaon, Gangtok.

Sikkim GST Consul-
tancy Services has been 
started by 18 individu-
als from different back-
grounds like Commerce, 
Engineering, Law, Man-
agement, BBA, MBA, 
B.COM, M.COM, etc. The 
members were trained by 
Resource Persons from 
Commercial and Taxes 
Department, SIMTEC, 
Livelihood School, GST 
Division, FRED in collabo-
ration with Skill Develop-
ment Department.

The aim and objec-
tive of the Consultancy is 
to effectively utilise the 
extensive skills and busi-
ness experience within 
the areas of speci ic ex-

pertise and experience 
within the Solution wise 
network to ensure that 
optimum resources are 
engaged to meet clients’ 
needs and also to spread 

awareness about indirect 
tax regime GST and to 
motivate more people to 
join the tax regime. The 
aim of the irm is also to 
provide common regis-

tration, return and pay-
ment services to the tax 
payers and facilitate tax-
payers by simplifying GST 
processes and helping In-
dian business to enhance 

competitiveness.
The future plan of 

the irm is to set up of-
ices in every district and 

provide training to BPL 
educated youth, it was 
informed.

During the inaugura-
tion, Mr Chamling con-
gratulated the 18 youths 
who have started this 
consultancy service. He 
called upon the team to 
take up the mantle of 
creating awareness and 
information about GST 
in the State so that more 
youth will come forward 
with such inventive and 
innovative ideas.

Expressing his de-
light on seeing the 
younger generation 
coming up with new and 
progressive ventures, Mr 
Chamling said that these 
are the steps towards 
becoming self-reliant 
so that schemes like the 

Start Up Scheme will be 
fully utilized. He also 
urged the younger gen-
eration to come up with 
new ideas in this age of 
science and technology 
and show dignity of la-
bour, sense of belonging, 
ownership and respon-
sibility and also utilize 
most of the unlimited op-
portunities provided by 
the state government.

The Chief Minis-
ter also spoke on the 
exemption of Income 
Tax enjoyed by all SSC/
CoI holders since 2008, 
made possible by the 
persistent efforts of the 
state government and 
suggested that as respon-
sible citizens we should 
not misuse this unique 
right given to us.

He further elaborated 
and said, “Sikkimese peo-
ple need to change our 

CM inaugurates GST Consultancy
Service Of ice in Gangtok
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Stephen 
Hawking’s 
funeral takes 
place in 
Cambridge
L , M  31 (PTI): 
The funeral of legendary 
British theoretical phys-
icist Stephen Hawking 
was held today in a pri-
vate ceremony attend-
ed by around 500 peo-
ple comprising family, 
friends and colleagues, 
at a church near the Cam-
bridge University college 
that was his academic 
home for more than 50 
years.

One of the world’s 
best known scientists 
and author of ‘A Brief His-
tory of Time’ died peace-
fully at his Cambridge 
home on March 14 at the 
age of 76.

The British cosmolo-
gist had been diagnosed 
with motor neurone 
disease in his 20s and 
spent much of his life in 
a wheelchair.

British actor Eddie 
Redmayne, who won an 
Oscar for his portrayal 
of the world-famous the-
oretical physicist, was 
among the main speak-
ers at the ceremony.

The private funeral 
service at the Universi-
ty Church of St Mary the 
Great near Gonville and 
Caius College at Cam-
bridge University was 
chosen by Professor 
Hawking’s children.

Lucy, Robert and Tim 
Hawking said they chose 
to hold the funeral in 
Cambridge in recognition 
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the Tibetan people in the 
past 60 years, he said.

“The Dalai Lama says 
he is the son of India and 
therefore, we are all its 
grandchildren,” Sangay 
said.

Lashing out at China, 
he said the situation in 
Tibet is “very grim. It is 
more dif icult for the me-
dia to go to Tibet than to 
North Korea”.

“Since the formation 
of our government-in-ex-
ile, China has destroyed 
the Tibetan culture and 
carried out a number of 
killings,” he alleged.

Sangay said that “our 
government-in-exile in 
an exclusive product of 
the ‘Make in India’ cam-
paign”, which is support-
ed by all Tibetans.

Congress leader Sa-
tyavrat Chaturvedi and 
Himachal minister Kis-
han Kapoor were among 
those who attended the 
event.

The event, which was 
earlier planned in Delhi, 
was shifted to McLeod-
ganj in upper Dharam-
shala after the Indian 
government directed 
its of icials to stay away 
from it, citing “sensitive 
time” for relations be-
tween India and China.

India 
appreciates
desire of 
Tibetans to 
return to...
Contd from pg01

mindset about govern-
ment jobs and venture 
towards other avenues of 
employment as well.”

He encouraged 
youngsters towards en-
vironment friendly and 
organic farming practic-
es. The brand of Sikkim 
as the Organic state is 
also underutilized and he 
called upon the youth to 
take advantage of this.

Earlier, while speak-
ing on the occasion Area 
MLA, Timothy Basnett, 
thanked the CM for his 
guidance. He also talk-
ed about the Start-up 
Scheme and urged the 
younger generation to 
take full advantage of 
such schemes.

The programme was 
also attended by GMC 
Mayor, Shakti Singh 
Choudhary, Secretaries 
from Skill Development 
Department and Com-
mercial and Taxes De-
partment, Joint Commis-
sioner Commerce and In-
dustries and senior of i-
cials from the concerned 
departments.

CM 
inaugurates 
GST 
Consultancy...
contd from pg01

N , 31 M  [IPR]: 
A daylong interactive 
session with farmers and 
of icers of South District 
was held at the auditori-
um of Lingi Senior Sec-
ondary School in South 
Sikkim today in the pres-
ence of Agriculture Min-
ister, Somnath Poudyal.

He was accompanied 
by Area MLA cum Minis-
ter, Ugen T Gyatso, Princi-
pal Director, Agriculture, 
Sherap L Dorjee, of icials 
from various depart-
ments, progressive farm-
ers from the surrounding 
areas, Panchayats and students at large.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Mr Poudyal high-
lighted that the objec-
tive of the programme 
is to share information 
of activities and future 
plans, to promote coop-
eration between of icials 

and progressive farmers 
in the process of imple-
menting the schemes 
and policies of organic 
farming earmarked for 
the public by the state 
government.

He outlined the vari-
ous advantages of organ-

ic farming and empha-
sized that the practice 
of organic farming is 
also known as sustain-
able farming which is 
designed to bene it the 
environment by adding 
structure to the soil. He 
further encouraged the 

progressive farmers to 
take advantage of the 
Sikkim Organic Mission 
and aim to yield high 
quality produce.

He called upon the 
farmers to diligently 
practice the concept of 
mixed agriculture.

“The state govern-
ment’s efforts to discour-
age import of certain 
vegetables from outside 
of Sikkim will come into 
effect from April. Farm-
ers need to produce 
enough amount of or-
ganic produce in order 
to transform Sikkim as a 
self-reliant and self-suf-
icient State in terms of 

organic agriculture pro-
duce,” said Mr Poudyal.

He informed that the 
department is working 
towards building a ro-
bust mechanism for mar-
keting organic produce 
in the State and assured 
that the demands placed 
by the Panchayats with 
regard to organic farm-
ing will be looked into on 
a priority basis.

Speaking during the 
occasion, Area MLA, Mr 

Gyatso, urged the progres-
sive farmers in attendance 
to understand the valu-
able inputs provided by 
the resource person and 
in turn effectively infuse 
these inputs in the prac-
tice of organic farming. He 
said that the state govern-
ment has unwaveringly 
supported the vision of 
the farmers and advised 
the farmers of the GPU to 
focus on producing maxi-
mum, quality organic pro-
duce and aim to receive 
the award of Rs 1 crore 
which will be presented 
to the most progressive 
farmer of the State.

During the course of 
the programme, the of i-
cials from the concerned 
departments spoke in 
detail about the various 
schemes provided to the 
public.

Additionally, Pancha-
yat president, Lingmoo 
Payong GPU, Yogesh 
Bhandari, also presented 
a list of demands for the 
development of the con-
cerned GPU.

Mr Poudyal, along-
side the dignitaries, also 
distributed tokens to 14 
bene iciaries for availing 
products namely ginger, 
power tiller, chaff-cutter, 
rural compost, Genap, 
Green House, sprinkle & 
drip-Irrigation pertain-
ing to FSADD, HCCDD, 
AHLF&VS departments.

A detailed interaction 
session was also con-
ducted between the at-
tendees and the of icials 
wherein qualitative feed-
backs and suggestions 
with regards to organic 
farming were discussed 
at length.

Agriculture Minister interacts with South farmers

REBYNA RANA
G , 31 M :

Five-day ‘Training of 
Trainers on Life Skills’ 

organized by Indian In-
stitute of Entrepreneur-
ship, Guwahati, under 
the Ministry of Skill De-
velopment & Entrepre-
neurship, in association 
with the State National 
Service Scheme Cell of 
the Department of Sports 
& Youth Affairs, conclud-
ed today here at the con-
ference hall of Paljor Sta-
dium in Gangtok.

The training was at-
tended by 30 NSS pro-
gramme of icers from all 
over Sikkim.

Addressing the vale-
dictory function, Secre-
tary, Sports Department, 
SD Dhakal, who attended 
the event as chief guest, 
said, “We need to inspire 
and motivate each other 
in order to strengthen 
the society. I wish all the 
participants a bright fu-
ture and hope that the 
training helps all in the 

long run.”
Senior Program Of-

icer, Hemanta Rabha, 
addressing the gathering 
as guest of honour, high-
lighted on the objectives 
of the programme.

The trainees were 
awarded with participa-
tion certi icates by the 
chief guest.

It may be mentioned 
here, the training pro-
gramme is being spon-

sored by Rajiv Gandhi 
National Institute of 
Youth Development 
[Ministry of Youth Affairs 
& Sports, Government of 
India], Sriperumbudur, 
Chennai.

Training of Trainers on 
Life Skills concludes

G , 31 M  [IPR]: The 43rd 
Board Meeting of Sikkim State Coop-
erative Union [SICUN] was held at the 
Union Of ice in Assam Lingzey, East 
Sikkim today. The meeting was attend-
ed by Chairperson, Ganesh K Rai, Vice 
Chairperson, LP Ka ley, Board of Direc-
tors [SICUN], representatives from Sik-
kim Milk Union, Co-operation Depart-
ment and Finance Department.

Chairperson, Mr Rai, at the outset 
gave a brief overview of SICUN and un-
derlined the main goals and objectives. 
SICUN was registered in the year 2002 
as a training institute for the coopera-

tive sector to address the Cooperative 
Human Resource needs of the State. 

Thus, to strengthen and expand 
the role of SICUN, it was approved by 
the Government in 2010-11 to create 
a Centre for Cooperative Excellence 
in Sikkim following which a project to 
build Training Institute cum Of ice of 
SICUN was approved and sanctioned, 
he added.

Discussions were held on review 
of action on the resolutions of the last 
Board meeting and the existing status 
and achievement of SICUN with delibera-
tions on the future road map of the Union.

SICUN conducts 43rd Board Meeting 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 31 M : 

A Hindi feature ilm, ‘Back to 
Dad,’ based in the religious 

ethos of Christianity, has received 
a big thumbs-up from audiences 
here. The United Christian Welfare 
Society of Sikkim [UCWSS] had or-
ganised a special screening of the 
ilm as a part of the pre-Easter cel-

ebration here at Mannan Kendra 
on Saturday.

The ilm has been presented 
under the banner of Annora Films 
and is directed by Prabhat Kumar 
from Mumbai and produced by 
Anup Gadal from Siliguri.

The ilm is based on the para-
ble of the ‘Prodigal Son’ from the 
Bible and has a 2:20 hour runtime 
through which it seeks to convey 
a message underlining the impor-
tance of the family to the young. 

Around 80% of artists in the 

ilm are from Sikkim and 40% of 
the shooting was done at locations 
across the State.

The special screening had Sik-
kim Kalakar Sangh president, CL 
Ghimirey, as a special guest among 
other dignitaries from Delhi, Mum-
bai and Siliguri. The ilm screen-
ing was also attended by pastors, 
leaders and members of various 
churches from in and around 
Gangtok.

UCWSS arranges special 
screening of ‘Back to Dad’ 

State and Centre 
have dishonored 
SC directions: 
Sikkim LT 
Tribal JAC
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 31 M : Sikkim Lim-
boo Tamang Tribal Joint Action 
Committee convened a meeting 
under the chairmanship of its 
advisor, Oma Hang Limboo here 
in the capital on Friday. A press 
release informs that seven pro-
posals were passed during the 
meeting.

The meeting proposed to in-
form the Supreme Court that its 
direction to immediately resolve 
the Limboo-Tamang Assembly 
seat reservation issue has been 
dishonored by the State and the 
Centre.

It was also proposed that if 
the Assembly seat reservation 
for Limboo-Tamang communi-
ties is not provided before the 
next election, they would not al-
low the new government to be 
formed.

It was stated that the govern-
ment has been unconstitutional-
ly formed three times; in 2004, 
2009 and 2014 and LT have been 
deprived of their rights

The Committee has alleged 
that the state government has 
not been sincere in resolving the 
Assembly seat reservation issue.

The meeting has also unan-
imously appointed Dhanrup 
Limboo and Binod Yonzon as 
its vice-presidents to further 
strengthen the organisation.

NIRMAL MANGAR
G , 31 M : A team led by Labour 
Department Secretary, LP Chettri made an 
inspection visit of the different ongoing con-
struction sites at Temi Tea Estate in South Sik-
kim on Saturday.

The department has allocated Rs 1.5 crore 
under Sikkim Building and Other Construc-
tion Board scheme to construct infrastruc-
tures such as lunch shed, crèche, changing 
room, and ield based rest shed, for the wel-
fare of the workers.

“We are happy with the progress of the 
work. The inspection was to ensure that the 
allocated fund was being properly utilized. We 
interacted with the workers and they are very 
happy with the added new infrastructures,” 
said Mr Chettri.

The crèche for the women workers in the 
tea estate is the irst in Sikkim. Similar proj-
ects will be implemented in other areas with 
the approval from the board, it was informed.

A woman worker, Sushma Rai, said, “We 
faced lots of problems with lack of basic facil-
ities such as toilet and lunch shed. Earlier we 
used to eat and defecate in an open space.”

The Manager, LD Bhutia, stated that the 
added infrastructure would add new enthusi-
asm amongst the workers.

“We are grateful to the Chief Minister and 
the department for approving the fund for the 
betterment of the workers,” he added.

Labour Dept Secy inspects 
Temi Tea Estate 
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CBSE papers 
leak: Google 
sends reply 

to Delhi 
Police

N  D , M  31 
(PTI): The Delhi Police’s 
Crime Branch has got 
a reply from Google on 
the details it had sought 
pertaining to the e-mail 
address from where the 
CBSE chairperson was 
sent a mail about the Class 
10 mathematics paper be-
ing leaked, an of icial privy 
to the probe said.

A senior police of icer 
said they had got a reply 
from the online search 
engine but refused to di-
vulge further details.

Meanwhile, the po-
lice continued with their 
quest to trace the origin 
of the papers leak as they 
visited the schools and 
coaching centres in outer 
Delhi that had come un-
der their scanner. More 
than 60 people have 
been questioned till now, 
but the of icer said there 
was “no breakthrough” in 
the case so far.

Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) 
Chairperson Anita Karw-
al had received an e-mail 
a day before the Class 
10 mathematics exam, 
which was held on March 
28, informing her about 
the paper being leaked.

The sender of the 
e-mail had stated that 
the mathematics paper 
was leaked on WhatsApp 
and that the exam should 
be cancelled.

The mail also con-
tained 12 images of the 
handwritten mathe-
matics paper allegedly 
leaked on WhatsApp.

In order to identify 
the sender of the e-mail, 
the police had written to 
Google, asking it to share 
the details of the e-mail 
ID. Yesterday, the police 
had sent a reminder to 
the website to expedite 
the process.

The Delhi Police had 
registered separate cases 
on March 27 and March 
28 to probe the leak of 
the Class 12 economics 
paper and Class 10 math-
ematics paper, follow-
ing a complaint by the 
regional director of the 
CBSE.

The cases were reg-
istered on charges of 
criminal breach of trust, 
cheating and criminal 
conspiracy.

The Class 12 econom-
ics and Class 10 mathe-
matics exams were held 
on March 26 and March 
28 respectively.

A Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT), com-
prising two deputy com-
missioners of police, four 
assistant commissioners 
of police and ive inspec-
tors, has been set up to 
investigate the matter.

The team is being 
supervised by the joint 
commissioner of police 
(crime).

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 31 M :

Twenty-eight students from Sik-
kim University have successfully 

completed their irst mountaineer-
ing expedition to Mount Brumkha-
ngse in North Sikkim on 24 Mar.

A press release informs that the 
expedition team was led by Coor-
dinator, Sikkim University Sports 
Board, Dr Jigme Wanchuk Bhutia, 
and was accompanied by instructors 
from Indian Himalayan Centre for 
Adventure and Eco-tourism [IHCAE], 
Chemchey, in South Sikkim.

Situated in North Sikkim, the 
height of Mount Brumkhangse is 
5868 meters.

“This is the irst mountaineering 
expedition of Sikkim University. The 
students were selected through rig-
orous selection process and under-
went 24 days of basic training im-
parted at IHCAE, Chemchey before 
embarking for the expedition,” said 
Dr Bhutia.

With an objective to impart lead-
ership training through involvement 
of students, the University believes 

in letting them experience risk-tak-
ing, problem solving, resilience and 

self-reliance through challenging ac-
tivities, the release adds.

Everester Kunzang Gyatso of IH-
CAE accompanied the team during 
the expedition.

During the valedictory function 
which has held on 28 Mar at IHCAE, 
Sonam Gyatso Lepcha [Second Se-
mester, MA Tourism, Sikkim Univer-
sity], was awarded the Best Trainee 
of the course.

“It was an experience of a life-
time as the expedition was adven-
turous and taught us survival skills, 
among other things,” said one of the 
summiteers.

“This experience taught me 
that I was capable of overcoming 
pain. I became self-reliant and 
independent in the process because 
in the wilderness, you don’t have 
any gadgets or any tools, the 
environment pushes you to help 
yourself,” echoed another.

The SU participants also 
extended gratitude to Dr Bhutia 
and Vice Chancellor of SU, Professor 
JP Tamang, for giving them the 
opportunity.   

SU students scale Mt Brumkhangse successfully

G , 31 M  [IPR]: 
Minister for Health, Arjun 
Kumar Ghatani, chaired a 
coordination meeting at 
his of ice in State Guest 
House, Gangtok, today in 
order to review prepara-
tions for the celebration of 
World Health Day sched-
uled to be held on 07 Apr 
at Chintan Bhawan.

At the outset, Com-
m i s s i o n e r - c u m -S e c -
retary, Health, Vishal 
Chauhan, briefed on the 
various agendas includ-
ed in the programme 

schedule. After discuss-
ing preparations of activ-
ities, Mr Ghatani advised 
concerned of icials to 
come up with new action 
plan to eliminate Tuber-
culosis from the State of 
Sikkim by 2022 as envi-
sioned by Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling. He also 
instructed to ensure ar-
rangement for detection 
of TB cases in CATCH 
programme.

Further, the Health 
Minister instructed of-
icials to apply different 

preventive measures un-
der Vector borne disease 
control programme in 
advance so that season-
al diseases like Dengue, 
Malaria, etc. can be con-
trolled completely.

The programme was 
also attended by Director 
from Rural Management & 
Development Department 
and of icials from Health 
Department including 
Principal Directors, Spe-
cial Secretary, Directors, 
Additional Director, Joint 
Director and others.

Health Minister reviews preparations 
for World Health Day celebrationSUMMIT REPORT

G , 31 M :

Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority [SLSA] 

under the guidance of 
Judge, High Court of Sik-
kim, Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai, who is also 
the Executive Chairper-
son of Sikkim SLSA con-
ducted a ‘Training and 
Sensitization Programme 
for the Panel Advocates 

of Sikkim SLSA below 8 
years of practice at the 
Bar’ at the auditorium of 
the High Court of Sikkim 
today for sensitizing the 
Panel Advocates on Cross 
Examination, Remand/
Bail and Juvenile Justice, 
a press release informs.

The programme was 
attended by 57 Panel Ad-
vocates from all the four 
districts.

Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai apprised the 
participants on ‘Cross-Ex-
amination’ while Judge, 
High Court of Sikkim, Jus-
tice Bhaskar Raj Pradhan, 
spoke on Remand/Bail. 
Panel Advocate, Sikkim 
SLSA, Tashi Rapten Bar-
fungpa, briefed on Juve-
nile Justice.

During the said pro-
gramme, a presentation 

on National Legal Ser-
vices Authority’s [NAL-
SA’s] new web portal was 
also presented by System 
Assistant, Sikkim SLSA, 
Sisir Chettri.

The welcome address 
was delivered by Mem-
ber Secretary, Sikkim 
SLSA, KW Bhutia, while 
the vote of thanks was 
proposed by Deputy Sec-
retary, Bikash Sharma.

Training for SLSA Panel Advocates 

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 31 M :

Son of Bedan Kumar Chettri and Atari 
Chettri, Bebek Chettri aka B-HOT-

TIE88 hails from Central Pendam in 
East Sikkim and has been rapping his 
way to fame in the city of Bangalore.

A lecturer at Acharya Institute of 
Health Sciences, Bangalore, Bebek bal-
ances both rapping and teaching. He is a 
product of Tikalal Niroula Memorial Se-
nior Secondary School in Central Pen-
dam, and has been a tubular performer 
at all leading festivals in the State.

ST- How did you start?
Bebek - My journey started when I 
came to Bangalore. I used to rap but it 
was Bangalore that changed my whole 
life and with time, I became full time 
B-HOTTIE88.

ST– What inspired you to enter the 
world of Rap?
A– My inspiration has always been 
Manas Ghale [rap artist] from Nepal. 
However, Late Yama Buddha was the 
one who transformed me into a pure 
rapper. He taught me about all the Rap 
elements and the mantras of rapping 

the better way!

ST– Your irst experience as recording 
artist?
A- I was scared when I did my irst re-
cording at Psalms Studio in Gangtok. 
It was a cover song “Kehi lagdaina” by 
Girish Khatiwara who is also known as 
the Godfather of NepHop. He had per-
sonally given me that song and I agreed 
to cover it. The pressure was on when I 
was at the studio for the irst time.

ST– Your most memorable perfor-
mance?
A– It would be Red Panda Winter Car-
nival Festival 2018. I have performed 
at big stages with renowned artists too 
but for me, the most memorable mo-
ment for was performing at my home 
my motherland Sikkim. The crowd was 
awesome. It always feels good to per-
form amidst known faces.

ST– Any advice for aspiring rappers?
A- Be positive! Do your work! Do not run 
after name and fame. When you do your 
work properly, fame will follow you, 
Always stay grounded. Be honest and 
work for the betterment of the society.

In conversation
with rapper
B-HOTTIE88
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When Public Seeks,
Who really Benefi ts?

Time to move beyond just packed with 
construction-related demands

The Chief Minister will soon be proceeding on a vil-
lage-to-village tour of the State. Much as such re-

connection in the people’s own setting offers promis-
ing potential because, without fail, in every public en-
gagement with the rural folk through this tour, the CM 
will invariably be inundated with memorandums. This 
is so expected and routine that it is almost protocol 
for the hosts to petition the CM with a set of demands. 
More power to them! Also time and again, the CM, in 
his public addresses at such venues, underscores that 
the demands presented should be “need-driven” and 
not “contractor-promoted”. And still, go over any list 
of demands from anywhere in the State, and they are 
invariably packed with construction-related, contrac-
tor-requiring “urgent requests”. A footpath here, a 
road there, a building, retaining walls, parking lots, 
even places of worship etc. While one accepts that 
infrastructure is something, which, given its scale, re-
quires state-funding, Sikkim should sit back and won-
der sometimes why its aspirations are almost always 
civil-engineering related.

A part of the answer might be in the staggering 
number of contractors that Sikkim has. There is a 
standing quip in Sikkim that if one were to pick up a 
pebble and throw it, it will hit a contractor. For those 
who need speci ic data, try this – seven years ago, the 
of ice of the Comptroller and Auditor General of In-
dia worked out that the Roads & Bridges Department 
alone had 18,591 contractors registered with it! That 
worked out to one contractor for every 26 citizens in 
Sikkim!! This is not to demean the profession, but to 
highlight how big this sector is. Unfortunately, a sig-
ni icant number of them are not industrious enough 
which explains the litter of incomplete projects and 
the black hole of cost overruns.

This number does more than explain why demand 
lists are so “contractor-driven” in Sikkim, and the 
more worrying evidence it brings forth is about the 
suspected “cartelization” (CAG’s inference which rings 
uncomfortably true) that has cemented in this sector. 
It transpires that even though there are such a huge 
number of people quali ied to respond to Notices In-
viting Tenders, in 90% of the cases, only the bare min-
imum number of bids, enough to meet the required-b-
law speci ications, are received. When this is viewed 
against the established trend of how the lowest bids 
are also almost always higher than even the projected 
cost, speculations arise about connivance. And even 
though this inding was from seven years ago, it is un-
likely that things on ground have changed by much.

While it might be okay for those in the business to 
work through the loopholes and play the system so 
long as no speci ic laws are being broken, it is not okay 
for the people to allow themselves to be so casually 
played. They have to be able to see through this mis-
direction and occasionally also aspire for things less 
material, like say quality education through proper 
faculty and facilities in their schools, more meaningful 
CSR by investors placed around them, better delivery 
by public servants, more engagements in the social 
sector and its challenges, for instance…

BRAD E TUCKER
theconversation.com

Any day now, the Chinese space station Tian-
gong-1 is expected to fall back to Earth – but 

it’s uncertain where it will crash land. We know 
that Australia is in the potential zone, and we have 
been hit before by a falling space station.

But Tiangong-1 is just one of many pieces of 
space junk left orbiting our Earth.

The United Nations Of ice for Outer Space Af-
fairs (UNOOSA) says more than 8,000 objects have 
been launched in to space, with 4,788 currently 
still in orbit around the Earth. 

With every launch, even more space junk is pro-
duced ranging from the rocket boosters, to lakes of 
paint and the satellites themselves. In 2009 an old 
communication satellite crashed into a new one, 
creating thousands of pieces of smaller debris.

By some estimates, the amount of space junk is 
in the hundreds-of-thousands to millions of pieces 
and this interactive illustration shows some of them. 

FROM A HEAVENLY PLACE
Tiangong-1, or “Heavenly Palace”, was China’s irst 
space station – a small version of the Internation-
al Space Station – and was launched in September 
2011. Weighing a bit more than 8 tonnes, about 10 
metres long and 3 metres in diameter, it was the 
irst of three planned space stations.

After delays in Tiangong-2, the Tiangong-2 
and Tiangong-3 were merged and Tiangong-3 was 
launched in 2016. Tiangong-1 has subsequently 
not been in use and was always designed to come 
down back to Earth.

But where will it crash land?
A DROP IN THE OCEAN

Halfway between New Zealand and South America 
in the Paci ic Ocean is one of the most un-inhabit-
ed places on the Earth. This is the ideal location to 
have large pieces come back down, as the risk to 
lifeforms is minimal.

While most of these objects will break up into 
smaller bits, choosing a remote location then fur-
ther minimises the risk of these bits.

In this part of an ocean there are literally hun-
dreds of parts of automated space vehicles, rocket 
boosters, and even the Russian Space Station Mir, 
which splashed down east of Fiji in March 2001.

When you look at maps of satellite and space 
junk re-entry, the majority go straight over Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. That is because re-entry 
starts roughly between 80km and 100km above 
the ground, takes around 15 to 20 minutes, and 
creates debris footprints hundreds-to-thousands 
of kilometers wide.

Therefore in order to hit the target of the south-
ern Paci ic Ocean, it must start over Australia and 

New Zealand.
But there’s one important feature that makes 

Tiangong-1 different in all of this: it is out of con-
trol, according to China’s space agency.

CRASHED IN AUSTRALIA
If you were around in 1979 and happened to be in 
Western Australia, you might have a unique souve-
nir – part of the NASA space station Skylab, which 
re-entered near the southern town of Esperance. 

While most missions now plan on re-entry, this 
was not always the case and Skylab did not have a 
good plan for coming back to the Earth. It was de-
signed for a nine-year lifetime, but no clear manoeu-
vrability was built to re-enter at a speci ic point.

As news came out that it was going to re-enter, 
and it was not clear where, there was a varied re-
sponse. Some people staged Skylab parties, others 
operated safety measures (such as air raid siren 
preparedness in Brussels).

After it hit WA, the local Shire of Esperance is-
sued NASA with a cheeky A$400 littering ine for 
scattering debris across its region. It was eventu-
ally paid in 2003 – not by NASA, but by a US radio 
presenter and his listeners who raised the funds.

So in 2016 when China noti ied UNOOSA that 
Tiangong-1 was uncontrolled in its point of re-en-
try, this made scientists pay attention. Of course 
this made the public and media take notice, causing 
a bit of a panic in some coverage.

DON’T PANIC!
Every day, hundreds of tons of debris, both human 
and natural (i.e. meteors), hit the Earth. Even those 
that survive re-entry and land pose a minute risk. 
Keep in mind, most of the Earth is unpopulated – 
from the oceans to vast deserts and land, nearly all 
people are safe.

The total surface are of the Earth is over 500 

million square-kilometres. Even if a piece of space 
junk leaves a 1,000 square-kilometre debris ield, 
that is only 0.0002% of the Earth’s surface.

In fact, the Aerospace Corporation has calculat-
ed the odds of getting hit by Tiangong-1 parts at 1 
million times LESS than winning the lotto.

Now that you know you don’t have to worry, if 
you do end up being in a path that can see re-entry, 
you will see a show not unlike in the 2013 movie 
Gravity.

WHAT ARE WE DOING ABOUT IT
Of course the question has to be asked – what are 
we doing to both solve the junk already in space 
and prevent more? Well, lots actually.

A large source of space junk is all the rocket 
boosters and engines that are still up there and 
can be seen re-entering. If you remember the ex-
citement in February around the Space X Falcon 9 
Heavy launch, one of the huge reasons for excite-
ment was that those rockets come back down safe-
ly, making them re-usable and not another piece of 
space junk.

Making satellites smaller not only means they 
are cheaper and quicker to build, but at the end of 
their life they can break up even more in the atmo-
sphere, eliminating the possibility of large pieces 
surviving and landing.

And for all those small bits out there, Elec-
tro-Optic Systems (EOS) and Mount Stromlo Ob-
servatory are part of the Space Environment Re-
search Centre (SERC) which is planning to build 
a laser system capable of safely de-orbiting small 
bits of space junk

So don’t worry about Tiangong-1 or other space 
junk hitting you, we’re on it.

[the writer is Astrophysicist, Aus-
tralian National University]

BLAYNE HAGGART
theconversation.com

The Facebook/Cambridge Analyt-
ica scandal is fast emerging as a 

watershed for our increasingly digi-
tized society. For the irst time, how 
to regulate personal data has become 
a mainstream public issue, so it’s im-
portant that we understand fully all 
the options available to us.

In deciding what to do, the neg-
ative reactions of some tech pundits 
to the calls for individuals to #delete-
facebook are instructive.

Somewhat counter-intuitively, 
they argue that it’s irresponsible 
and ultimately ineffective for people 
to #deletefacebook. On its own, this 
argument is overstated. The loss of 
even a small number of in luential 
Facebook users (relatively wealthy, 
North Americans) is a signal to Face-
book and governments about dissat-
isfaction with the status quo. That’s 
not a bad thing. 

However, they’re also correct that 
a bunch of us deleting Facebook is an 
inadequate response to a systemic 
problem, so it’s worth following their 
logic to see where it takes us.

It turns out where it takes us is a 
pretty interesting place.

SEEING FACEBOOK 
FOR WHAT IT IS

As Slate’s April Glaser puts it, aban-
doning Facebook is a luxury because 
“for lots of people, leaving the service 
would be a self-harming act.”

For many people, Facebook has be-
come a personal, professional and eco-
nomic necessity: “Your business could 
have trouble reaching customers; your 
family might not gather on another so-
cial network; no one posts any events 
anywhere else.” For many users in 
poorer countries with bad internet 
connectivity, “Facebook is, in a sense, 
the whole internet,” Glaser writes.

These analysts call for, at a min-
imum, strong regulation of a prob-
lematic monopoly, but it’s not hard to 
push their argument even farther.

A chronically problematic organi-
zation whose demise would throw so-
ciety into chaos is clearly not a normal 
business. Facebook, in short, has be-
come a critical part of our infrastruc-
ture, and we should treat it as such.

It’s as if we’ve awoken to the re-
alization that one person controls the 
world’s public squares. More to the 
point, the rules governing our pub-
lic squares, including especially the 
collection and abuse of our personal 
data, are set by this one company.

While Facebook CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg claims he’d like to “ ind a way 
to get our policies set in a way that re-
lects the values of the community so 

I am not the one making those deci-
sions,” the truth is Facebook has been 
making these decisions all along.

It would be impossible not to. 
Somebody has to make these rules; 
the only question is who or what has 
the legitimacy and ability to re lect 
the views of a community.

A ROLE FOR THE STATE
Luckily, we have an institution with 
just those characteristics: The demo-
cratic state.

Social media platforms are nat-
ural monopolies. Facebook’s antics 
over the past decade have demon-
strated the bad things that can hap-
pen when platforms run amok.

Given their central role in soci-
ety, it’s irresponsible to give any one 

company or person the responsibility 
of effectively setting rules governing 
data and speech for our entire soci-
ety. Social media has become a key 
part of our critical communications 
infrastructure.

In most countries outside the 
United States, allowing private, 
for-pro it control of critical infra-
structure like water and roads is 
highly controversial.

Public ownership is seen as deliv-
ering fairer, more equitable results in 
sectors where social stability is more 
important than a monopolist’s pur-
suit of pro it.

If Facebook and social media are 
so central to so many people that 
#deletefacebook is anathema, it’s 
clear that social media platforms 
need to be treated like public roads, 
not private malls. This means we 
have to consider seriously whether 
Facebook should be placed under 
public ownership.

GOVERNMENT CONTROL 
NOT EXACTLY POPULAR

Nationalize Facebook? It’s a hard idea 
to take seriously: Government as a 
positive force has been out of favour 
since the 1980s.

But it’s worth remembering that 
in the last century, governments 
around the world responded to the 
arrival of new communication tech-
nologies by creating arm’s-length 

state broadcasters like the CBC — 
and the free-speech skies didn’t fall.

And it’s not like private enterprise 
is currently covering itself in glory.

There’s also the global angle to 
consider. Because Facebook and so-
cial media are global concerns, we 
might also consider whether it’s ap-
propriate to leave the effective reg-
ulation of Facebook to the United 
States and the European Union when 
we all have so much at stake.

An international data-governance 
treaty, recognizing a country’s right 
to treat data lows and social media 
platforms as more than economic 
concerns, should be a matter of ur-
gent debate. These issues are too im-
portant to leave to trade agreements 
like the TPP (the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pa-
ci ic Partnership).

American antipathy to national-
ization of course means that the U.S. 
is unlikely to consider seriously Face-
book’s nationalization. That said, we 
all need to take seriously the danger 
of continuing to treat personal data 
as just another good to trade, and 
Facebook as just another company.

Our societal well-being is too im-
portant to leave this problem to the 
whims of the market’s invisible hand.

[the writer is Associate 
Professor of Political Sci-

ence, Brock University]

China’s falling space station highlights the 
problem of space junk crashing to Earth

Why not nationalize Facebook?

M , M  31 (PTI): 
Actor Kangana Ranaut will 
speak on Gandhian philos-
ophy at an event in the US 
which will be attended by 
Michelle Obama and media 
mogul Oprah Winfrey.

The programme, ‘Gand-
hi Going Global’, will be 
held in New Jersey in Au-
gust and it is aimed at 
spreading Mahatma Gand-
hi’s ideology and philoso-
phy at the global state.The 
31-year-old star will share 
stage with Obama, Winfrey, 
and American advocate 
Martin Luther King III, a 
press release said.

“For me, it’s always been 
about the impact you make 
on the society and how you 

contribute to it. Sharing 
the stage with Michelle and 
Oprah will be inspiring.

“I’ve never been any-
body’s fan but I admire and 
idolise women like Oprah,” 
Kangana said in a statement 
here.

The ‘Gandhi Going Glob-
al’ campaign will host inter-
active activities, educational 
programmes, motivational 
talks and cultural celebration 
on August 18 and 19.

More than 500 NGOs 
and organisations, 400 uni-
versities and over 100 high 
schools will be participating 
at the event, which is expect-
ed to be attended by over 
25,000 people the release 
added.

Kangana to promote
Gandhian ideas; share stage 

with Michelle, Winfrey
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that it is the city their fa-
ther “loved so much and 
which loved him”.

“Our father’s life and 
work meant many things 
to many people, both 
religious and non-reli-
gious. So, the service will 
be both inclusive and 
traditional, re lecting the 
breadth and diversity 
of his life,” they said in a 
statement.

Hundreds of people 
who had gathered out-
side the church clapped, 
when the hearse carry-
ing Professor Hawking’s 
cof in arrived. As the fu-
neral cortege reached the 
church, the bells rang out 
76 times, once for each 
year of the physicist’s life.

White lilies repre-
senting the universe 
and white roses repre-
senting the polar star 
were placed on top of his 
cof in, carried into the 
church by six porters, all 
in traditional uniform, 
from Gonville and Caius 
College where Professor 
Hawking was a Fellow for 
more than 50 years.

The service was of-
iciated by Reverend Dr 

Cally Hammond, Dean of 

Gonville and Caius Col-
lege, which was his pro-
fessional base for most of 
his life.

The funeral will be 
followed by a private re-
ception at Trinity College, 
Cambridge University. A 
book of condolence for 
the famous Fellow of Gon-
ville and Caius College re-
mains open at the premis-
es as well as online.

Ahead of the funeral, 
the college released new 
black and white photo-
graphs of Hawking tak-
en in 1961 at a summer 
school for young astro-
physicists at a castle in 
Sussex, southern En-
gland, when he was 19.

They showed him 
playing croquet and in a 
sailing dinghy, two years 
before he began expe-
riencing the irst symp-
toms of the motor neu-
rone disease that would 
later leave him almost 
completely paralysed.

It was announced 
earlier this month that 
Hawking’s ashes will be 
buried near the grave of 
Newton, another famous 
British scientist, during a 
thanksgiving service on 
June 15.

contd from pg4

Stephen Hawking’s funeral 
takes place in Cambridge

K , M  31 (PTI): The West 
Bengal State Election Commission 
today announced three-phased pan-
chayat polls in the state on May 1, 3 
and 5.

The panchayat election assumes 
signi icance as it is the last major 
poll in the state before the general 
elections next year.

On May 1, polling will be held in 
12 districts, while on May 3 voting 
will be held in two districts, State 
Election Commissioner (SEC) A K 
Singh told reporters here.

In the third phase, voting will be 
held in six districts, Singh said, add-

ing panchayat polls will not be held 
in Darjeeling and Kalimpong dis-
tricts.

The districts where voting will 
be held in the irst phase are Nadia, 
North 24 Parganas, South 24 Par-
ganas, Howrah, Hooghly, East Burd-
wan, West Burdwan, Purulia, Banku-
ra, Jhargram, West Midnapore and 
East Midnapore.

On May 3, polling will be held in 
Murshidabad and Birbhum districts, 
while in the third phase on May 5, 
voting will take place in Coochbehar, 
Alipurduar, Jalpaiguri, North Dina-
jpur, South Dinajpur and Malda dis-

tricts, Singh said.
Repoll, if any, for the irst phase 

will be held on May 3, for the second 
phase on May 5 and for the third 
phase on May 7.

Noti ication for the election will 
be issued today itself, while the last 
date for iling nominations is April 
9. The date of scrutiny of papers is 
April 11 and the last date for with-
drawal of candidature is April 16.

Counting of votes will take place 
on May 8, the SEC said, adding the 
election process will have to be com-
pleted by May 15.

Singh said with the model code 

of conduct coming into force from 
today, new schemes for panchayat 
areas cannot be announced or in-
augurated. Neither can foundation 
stones for any new projects be laid 
in these ares.

Ongoing projects can, however, 
continue, he said.

“In case of natural disasters, per-
mission for starting new work or 
distribution of materials will be tak-
en up by district authorities or from 
the State Election Commission.

“No minister or ministry-ranked 
of icials can use pilot car with or 
without beacon light unless there is 

security threat assessed by appro-
priate police of icers,” Singh said.

An estimated 5.08 crore voters are 
eligible to exercise their franchise for 
elections to gram panchayats, pancha-
yat samitis and zilla parishads.

Elections will be held in 48,751 
seats in 3,358 gram panchayats, 
9,240 seats in 341 panchayat samitis 
and 825 seats in 20 zilla parishads. 
There will be total 57,233 booths 
spread across the 20 districts.

Earlier this week, the SEC had 
met representatives of political par-
ties and discussed preparations for 
the panchayat polls.

Three-phased panchayat polls in West 
Bengal, except Darj and Kpg, in May

N  D , M  31 
(PTI): A plea has been 
moved in the Supreme 
Court against the deci-
sion of the Central Board 
of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) to cancel and 
re-conduct the econom-
ics exam of Class 12 
held on March 26 and 
the mathematics paper 
of Class 10 on March 28 
over suspicion of alleged 
question paper leak.

The petition, iled 
by Shakarpur-resident 
Reepak Kansal, said that 
there was no justi ica-
tion whatsoever on the 
part of the CBSE in de-
ciding to re-conduct the 
exams without holding 
any enquiry and inding 
out those responsible for 
such serious and inten-
tional lapse which has 
resulted in extraneous 
inancial consideration.

“It is to be noted 
that this year, 16,38,428 
students are appear-
ing for the Class 10 and 
11,86,306 students for 
Class 12 in the CBSE ex-
aminations. And there-
fore, to penalise the stu-
dent community for an 
incident which is under 
investigation and with-
out completion of that in-

vestigation/enquiry and 
issuing a notice on March 
28, 2018 (for re-exams), 
affects the fundamental 
rights of students which 
is arbitrary, illegal and 
unconstitutional,” the 
plea said.

It alleged that reports 
about the question paper 
leakage was circulated 
on social media for sev-
eral hours before the pa-
pers started.

“Despite information 
and complaints, the CBSE 
denied any leak of ques-
tion papers and urged 
students and parents to 
not to panic,” the plea 
submitted.

It also sought a di-
rection to the board to 
declare the results based 
on the exam which was 
already conducted.

The petition, which 
sought directions to the 
Centre and the CBSE, said 
that due to the inaction/
wrong actions of CBSE 
of icials, the fundamen-
tal rights of students, 
falling in the category of 
re-examination, has been 
violated as they would 
not have proper time and 
opportunity to appear in 
their respective competi-
tive examinations.

Paper leak: Plea in SC 
against CBSE move 

to conduct re-exams
K , M  31 (PTI): 
West Bengal Governor 
K N Tripathi today met 
the victims of the riot-hit 
areas of Asansol and 
Raniganj and appealed 
for peace, saying people 
from all religions should 
respect each other’s fes-
tivals.

One person was killed 
and two police of icers 
suffered serious injuries 
on Monday when clashes 
broke out between two 
groups over a Ram Nava-
mi procession in the Ran-
iganj area of Bardhaman 
West district.

The violence fanned 
out to Asansol areas, 
prompting police to sus-
pend Internet services 
and clamp prohibitory 
orders under Section 
144 of the CrPC in the 
trouble-torn areas of the 
district.

The governor, who 
reached Asansol today 
morning, held a meeting 
with senior police and 
administration of icials 
and took stock of the sit-
uation.

Later, he visited some 
of the affected areas of 
Raniganj and Asansol 
and spoke to the locals. 
He visited the shops that 
were gutted during the 
violence.

“Peace should be 

paramount. I have come 
here with the message of 
peace and brotherhood. 
Everybody should live in 
peace and respect each 
other. There should not 
be any recurrence of such 
incidents. Everybody 
should respect each oth-
er’s religious festivals,” 
Tripathi told reporters 
after visting the areas.

He, however, ex-
pressed his inability to 
visit all the affected ar-
eas.

Senior Trinamool 
Congress leader and state 
parliamentary affairs 
minister Partha Chatter-
jee, however, questioned 
the governor “visiting 
only selected areas”.

“People will question 

the impartiality of the 
governor about his visit 
to selected areas. We all 
know that BJP leaders 
are meeting him,” Chat-
terjee said.

Tripathi met district 
magistrate, police com-
missioner of Asansol-
Durgapur and IG western 
range earlier in the day 
and enquired about the 
present situation.

Earlier this week, the 
state government had ad-
vised him against visiting 
Asansol and Raniganj, 
citing security reasons.

Meanwhile, West 
Bengal state Congress 
president Adhir Chow-
dhury was stopped 
halfway through when 
he tried to visit the 

Asansol-Raniganj area to 
meet the victims.

Chowdhury, along 
with other state Con-
gress leaders, staged a 
sit-in, only to withdraw 
it later.

“I just wanted to meet 
the victims but police 
didn’t allow me. They 
are trying to hide some-
thing,” Chowdhury said.

A four-member del-
egation of BJP MPs is 
scheduled to visit the 
Asansol-Raniganj area 
tomorrow and submit a 
report to BJP president 
Amit Shah.

Union minister Babul 
Supriyo and state BJP 
Mahila Morcha president 
Locket Chatterjee were 
also stopped from enter-

ing the Asansol-Raniganj 
area by police on Thurs-
day.

The Imam of Noora-
ni Masjid, Imdatullah 
Rashidi, had said that his 
son was also killed in the 
violence, but there was 
no con irmation from 
the police on the inci-
dent. Rashidi had also 
appealed for peace in the 
area.

“Prohibitory orders 
are still in force as the 
situation here is tense, no 
fresh incident of violence 
was reported from the 
area in last three days,” a 
senior police of icer said, 
adding that a huge con-
tingent of police and the 
Rapid Action Force (RAF) 
are patrolling the area.

West Bengal guv visits riot-hit
areas, appeals for peace

Hailstorm in 
Meghalaya, 
CM takes 
stock of 
situation
S , M  31 
(PTI): A devastating 
hailstorm pounded sev-
eral districts of Megha-
laya yesterday daamag-
ing thousands of homes 
and property on Friday 
and Chief Minister Con-
rad Sangma convened 
an emergency meeting 
to take stock of the situ-
ation today.

Conrad said after the 
meeting that as per pre-
liminary report around 
50 villages in four dis-
tricts were hit by the 
hailstorm. The districts 
are West Jaintia Hills, 
West Khasi Hills, East 
Garo Hills and North 
Garo Hills.

He said 600 house-
holds in Jaintia Hills re-
gion were damaged and 
the assessment on the 
extent of destruction of 
houses, crops, livestock 
and other properties is 
being conducted.

“All deputy commis-
sioners and block de-
velopment of icers have 
been asked to submit de-
tailed assessment report 
for necessary action by 
the government,” he said.

“We have asked the 
respective deputy com-
missioners to immedi-
ately provide temporary 
relief to families in the 
affected villages,” he said.

Sangma said though 
no relief camps have been 
set up, the government 
is working to ensure that 
tarpaulin, essential com-
modities and other relief 
materials reach the affect-
ed families at the earliest 
possible time.

Asked, he said that 
the state government has 
also felt the need to come 
up with an aggressive 
adaptation policy taking 
into consideration the 
impact of climate change.

We have discussed 
the climate change. We 
know the hails are get-
ting bigger, rainfall is 
higher and winds stron-
ger. We felt the need for 
aggressive adaptation 
policy, he said.
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S , M  31 (AP): Australian 
opener David Warner issued a tear-
ful apology today for his part in the 
ball-tampering scandal during the 
third cricket test against South Af-
rica last weekend, but left a lot of 
questions unanswered as to his ac-
tual role in the episode.

Warner was one of three players 
banned for their involvement in the 
ball-tampering controversy on the 
third day of the test at Cape Town. 
Steve Smith, who also lost his cap-
taincy, received a 12-month ban, as 
did Warner.

Opening batsman Cameron 
Bancroft was suspended for nine 
months.

Warner has been barred by 
Cricket Australia from ever holding a 
leadership position again. He did not 
say today whether he would appeal. 
He repeatedly apologised as he made 
his irst public comments since the 
scandal broke, but did not address 
questions about his involvement, de-
tail the roles of other teammates in 
the plot to cheat, or whether there’d 
been any previous attempts at ball 

tampering.
“To all Australians, whether 

you’re a cricket fan or not, I apol-
ogize for the impact those actions 
have had on our country’s reputa-
tion. I’ve only ever wanted to bring 

glory to my country through playing 
cricket.

“I failed in my responsibilities as 
vice captain of the Australian cricket 
team.” Warner was accused of devel-
oping the plan to use sandpaper to 

scuff the ball on the third day of the 
Cape Town test against South Africa. 
Cricket Australia investigators also 
alleged he advised Bancroft how to 
scuff the ball and failed to volun-
tarily report of his knowledge of the 

plan after the match.
Warner cut short the news con-

ference after being asked if he was 
being singled out as the instigator of 
the plan.

While a contrite Bancroft and 
tearful Smith each faced news con-
ferences soon after their arrivals on 
Thursday, Warner waited two days 
to front the media.

Today, he made a special point of 
apologising to cricket fans and play-
ers in South Africa, saying “I have 
brought the game into disrepute on 
your soil, and I apologize 100 per-
cent.” He said he still hopes to re-
turn to play for Australia after his 
12-month ban.

“In the back of my mind I sup-
pose there is a tiny ray of hope that 
I may one day be given the privilege 
of playing for my country again, but I 
am resigned to the fact that that may 
never happen,” Warner said. “In the 
coming weeks and months, I’m go-
ing to look at how this happened and 
who I am as a man. I will seek out ad-
vice and expertise to help me make 
serious changes.

David Warner issues tearful apology over ball tampering

M , M  31 (PTI): Skip-
per Meg Lanning’s blazing knock 
helped Australia reach a record to-
tal before Megan Schutt led a bril-
liant bowling performance to beat 
arch-rivals England by 57 runs in 
the title clash of the women’s T20 
tri-series here today.

Australia rode on a stunning 
display by Lanning (88 not out) 
and Elyse Villani (51 of 30 balls) 
as they amassed 209/4, the high-
est-ever total in a women’s T20 
International, surpassing the pre-
vious best of 204/1 posted by 
South Africa against Netherlands 
in 2010.

The Southern Stars then per-
formed with the ball by restrict-
ing England to 152/9, wining the 
game with ease.

England had a bad start and 
were teetering at 14/2 with Brey-
noy Smith and Tamsin Beaumont 
falling for ducks on a placid track 
at the Brabourne Stadium.

But Opener Danielle Wyatt (34 

off 17 balls) made her intentions 
clear by hitting three boundaries 
in the very irst over. Wyatt was 
going well and was poised for a 
big score, but after two consecu-
tive boundaries she failed to get 
the elevation and gave a sitter to 

Lanning at cover off Delissa Kim-
mince, with England struggling at 
47/3.

Natalie Sciver (50 off 42 balls) 
waged a lone battle but that was 
not enough as the target was well 
out of their reach.

Wickets kept tumbling at regu-
lar intervals as Australian bowlers 
did not allow the English batters 
to settle. Amy Jones (30), Fran 
Wilson (14), Alice Davidson Rich-
ards (1), Sophie Ecclestone (2) fell 
cheaply as England were never in 

the game.
For the Aussies Schutt (3-14) 

was the pick of bowlers, claiming 
two wickets in the 18th over. She 
was superbly aided by Ashleigh 
Gardner (2-20), Delissa Kimmince 
(2-35) and Ellyse Perry (1-35).

Earlier, asked to bat, Australia 
had a shaky start with opener Beth 
Mooney (0) falling early. But then 
Alyssa Healy (33 off 24 balls) and 
Gardener (33 off 20 balls) steered 
the team out of trouble in their 
61-run second wicket stand. The 
Aussies raced to 62/1 in seven 
overs.

Veteran Jenny Gunn bought En-
gland back into the game remov-
ing both Gardner and Healy in the 
eight over with Australia suddenly 
in a spot of bother at 66/3.

However, then began the 
carnage as Lanning and Villani 
stitched a 139-run stand for the 
fourth wicket in just 73 balls, put-
ting the Aussies back on the track.

Initially, Lanning was the more 

aggressive batter as she hit four 
boundaries in the 12th over off Da-
vidson-Richards. And in the very 
next over, she kept the onslaught 
going by hitting three boundaries 
off Natasha Farrant.

Villani then joined the party 
hitting three boundaries in the 
14th over. It was raining bound-
aries as the two Australian batters 
brutally punished a listless English 
attack. The Aussies amassed 129 
runs in the last 10 overs and the 
poor ielding by the England ield-
ers only aided them.

Lanning, struck 16 bound-
aries and a six while Villani hit 
eight fours in her knock. Aussies 
hit 32 fours and ive sixes in their 
innings.

Brief Scores: Australia Women 
209/4 in 20 overs (Meg Lanning 
88 not out, Elyse Villani 51, Jenny 
Gunn 2-38) won against England 
Women 152/9 in 20 overs (Natalie 
Sciver 50, Danielle Wyatt 34, Me-
gan Schutt 3-14) by 57 runs.

Australia women set record total to claim T20 tri-series

SpiceJet 
crew accuse 
airline of 
strip search
N  D , M  31 
(PTI): A video show-
ing an angry bunch of 
SpiceJet air hostesses 
accusing the airline of 
strip searching them at 
Chennai airport has gone 
viral, with the airline de-
nying the claims.

The crew alleged that 
they were searched af-
ter de-boarding on the 
suspicion that they were 
swindling cash collected 
from the sale of food and 
other items on-board.

While SpiceJet con-
irmed that their security 

teams undertook “ran-
dom pat down searches” 
at few of the stations on 
the night of March 28 and 
March 29 as part of secu-
rity and safety standard 
operating procedures 
(SOP), the airline reject-
ed the allegation that the 
crew was strip searched.

The budget carrier 
said the allegations re-
garding deviation from 
SOPs were being inves-
tigated and strict action 
would be taken if any-
body was found guilty.

One of the objectives 
of this search is to ensure 
that there is no pilfer-
age of company money/
goods, smuggling or any 
illegal activity that an 
employee may be lured 
into. This also ensures 
security and safety of our 
passengers, employees 
and assets. This search 
is essentially the same 
as what any passenger 
goes through at any of 
the Indian airports, said 
a SpiceJet spokesperson.

He said the searches 
were conducted as per 
the laid down proce-
dures in closed rooms by 
well-trained employees 
of same gender.

During the searches 
on March 28 and March 
29, a few cases of pilfer-
ages were detected and 
appropriate disciplinary 
action was initiated, the 
spokesperson added.

M , M  31 (PTI): Mumbai 
City FC have retained the services 
of full-back Davinder Singh, for-
ward Pranjal Bhumij and goal-
keeper Kunal Sawant on multi-
ple-year contracts.

With goalkeeper Amrinder 
Singh having already signed a 
three-year contract extension with 
the Islanders, Mumbai City FC have 
taken yet another positive step to-
wards building for the future with 
three key members of the current 
squad committing their future to 
the club.

Born and raised in Mumbai’s 
suburb of Borivali, 31-year-old 
Kunal Sawant, who was drafted in 
by Mumbai City FC ahead of the 
2017-18 season, have been re-
tained until May 2020.

Kunal has previously featured 
for Kerala Blasters and I League 
sides Air India and Mumbai FC. 
He made two appearances on 

the bench for the Islanders in the 
2017-18 season of the Indian Su-
per League.

I’m delighted and quite excited 
to have signed for two more sea-
sons with Mumbai City FC. Being 
from Mumbai, there’s no better 
feeling than being a part of this 
club and it pushes me to do even 
better every day, said Sawant on 
his decision to extend his stay with 
his home-town club.

Considered to be two of the 
brightest young footballers in the 
country, 22-year old Davinder and 
18-year old Pranjal enjoyed strong 
debut seasons in the Indian Super 
League in Mumbai City FC colours, 
with eight and six appearances, re-
spectively.

For a young footballer like my-
self, there’s no bigger boost when 
your club shows faith and con i-
dence in you. I want to repay the 
faith with my performances and I 

hope to have great success togeth-
er in the coming years, said Pranjal 
Bhumij, who was retained till May 
2021.

Davinder, who was retained 
till May 2020, said: The past year 
has been the most important year 
of my career and Mumbai City FC 
have invariably been a huge part 
of it.

“This club, it’s like a family. I 
have loved each and every day I’ve 
spent here and it was an easy de-
cision for me to make to continue 
playing in Mumbai. The fans here 
are incredible and I hope we can 
reward them and all of us with a 
piece of silverware soon, he added.

Having quali ied with a win 
against Indian Arrows, Mumbai 
City FC continue their journey in 
the Hero Super Cup against East 
Bengal FC in a pre-quarter inal 
clash on April 5 at the Kalinga Sta-
dium in Bhubaneshwar.

Davinder, Pranjal & Kunal bag 
new Mumbai City FC deals

B , M  31 (PTI): Indian 
Super League inalists Bengaluru Fc 
will look to get back to winning ways 
when they take on Gokulam Kerala FC 
in their Super Cup campaign opener 
here tomorrow.

Bengaluru’s Spanish coach Albert 
Roca stated that his boys are ready for 
the challenge and under no pressure.

“There isn’t much pressure, it’s a 
challenge. We’ve put a lot of energy into 
the ISL and we had a good season. It 
was a shame not to win the title, but I 
think we showed how strong and con-
sistent we can be,” Roca said.

He said after the ISL silverware 
eluded them narrowly, it’s another 
chance to wrap up the season with a 
laurel and they’re up for the challenge.

“It’s always dif icult to get back from 
a inal and renew your hopes to win a 
title, but this is a big opportunity to win 
silverware and we’ll be doing our best 
out there,” he said.

Bengaluru had clinched the Feder-
ation Cup last season from Odisha and 
the coach said they would like to repeat 
the feat once again.

“We won the Federation Cup last 
time, so it’s on our mind to win this title 
again,” Roca said.

Nishu Kumar, Bengaluru’s young 
agile defender said: “As a player, you go 
into any tournament wanting to win. 
Every time we go out to the pitch, we 
want to make sure we do our best, and 
that’s the most important part.”

Roca expressed his concerns over 
the itness of a few players but said it 
won’t be an ‘excuses’ when his boys hit 
the pitch tomorrow.

“The only way to succeed is to work 
hard and that’s what we’ll do. We had a 
lot of players who weren’t in their best 
shape after the inal stages of the ISL, 
but we’ve recovered and we won’t be 
looking for excuses.”

Gokulam Kerala FC coach Bino 
George, on the other hand, said their 
target was to qualify for the Super 
Cup inal rounds and they’ve already 
achieved that.

“Our primary target was to qualify 
for the inal rounds and we did that. 
Now, we are up against Bengaluru FC. 
We are aware of their credibility, but we 
are not getting into the shell before the 
inal whistle blows,” George said.

“We have nothing to lose. We beat 
Northeast United FC in the quali iers 
and then only we knew who are we 
going to face in the next match. We are 
con ident and we’ll show our game on 
the pitch tomorrow,” George added.

Muhammed Rashid, the youngster 
from the Kerala-out it, went on to say 
that locking their horns with Bengaluru 
FC will provide them with added moti-
vation to show their worth on the pitch.

“We all know about them and their 
past records. We are not getting intim-
idated at all. The match is going to be 
played on the pitch and we are ready for 
the tough tussle awaiting us tomorrow.

Bengaluru upbeat ahead of
Gokulam Kerala clash
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR GENTLE MORNING DEAR PRIZED DEAR OSTRICH EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:17 DrawDate on:31/03/18 Draw No:17 DrawDate on:31/03/18 Draw No:35 DrawDate on:31/03/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 92D 97035 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 80D 36775 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 64A 87418

(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 97035 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 36775 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9499/- 87418 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
07879 20282 42433 43842 48373 01875 06862 11951 17548 41687 01483 03110 07431 12277 17026
56102 65402 70428 82549 85117 73298 79568 82945 89104 97481 31434 47419 58940 96046 96598
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1389 1416 2838 3901 5640 7539 8122 8961 9642 9930 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0445 1508 1526 2008 2110 4267 6151 7616 9168 9576 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1366 1697 1739 4378 7450 7572 7630 7650 8907 9922
4th Prize Rs.250/- 2378 2914 4326 4862 5229 5869 6073 7493 8651 8820 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0988 2262 3093 4057 4111 4593 5406 5832 8141 8538 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0241 0438 0456 0563 0689 1083 2927 5014 7280 9426
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0034 0177 0200 0246 0266 0288 0589 0656 0723 0730 0177 0281 0289 0300 0421 0486 0548 0715 0724 0737 0165 0225 0257 0293 0390 0498 0556 0609 0694 0779
0787 0831 1227 1267 1362 1550 1661 1721 1983 2078 1083 1216 1229 1291 1299 1499 1748 1795 1964 2159 0806 1009 1119 1131 1210 1363 1423 1645 1827 1991
2164 2165 2416 2554 2558 2609 2615 2629 2794 2856 2221 2226 2324 2437 2539 2662 2772 3130 3159 3216 2191 2296 2359 2544 2562 2585 2728 2879 3023 3235
3002 3093 3131 3168 3252 3444 3483 3544 3589 3711 3560 3610 3663 3684 3802 3937 4084 4201 4202 4203 3308 3362 3415 3561 3623 3627 3668 3685 3739 3936
3814 4106 4290 4365 4383 4465 4586 4606 4809 4850 4403 4407 4455 4456 4590 4648 4737 4763 4774 4929 4003 4076 4097 4116 4148 4187 4277 4362 4543 4839
5151 5157 5252 5397 5473 5837 5853 5868 5957 5993 4942 5042 5051 5156 5179 5226 5326 5355 5542 5567 4875 5017 5021 5059 5130 5150 5660 5712 5733 5761
6081 6112 6157 6185 6198 6288 6316 6394 6476 6536 5674 5689 5741 5898 5933 6063 6088 6278 6430 6659 5779 5985 5992 6056 6112 6237 6238 6372 6385 6429
6659 6803 6999 7083 7235 7390 7451 7476 7525 7631 6673 6686 6798 6813 6887 6915 6986 7129 7155 7235 6458 6589 6852 6878 6883 7094 7122 7373 7421 7454
7679 7822 7928 7931 8132 8646 8707 8843 8877 8901 7493 7614 7759 7887 8310 8370 8427 8677 8812 8823 7573 7582 7609 7712 7774 7867 7938 8013 8084 8218
9044 9200 9217 9264 9373 9482 9531 9708 9809 9885 9154 9201 9255 9305 9436 9440 9441 9618 9634 9646 8279 8316 8351 8461 8573 8668 8717 9366 9830 9853

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

ElseWhere

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI VIRGO

 Draw No:8 DrawDate on:31/03/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3732
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 4607 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 6598
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 5143 5th Prize Rs.  205/- 4505
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1001 1014 1024 1046 1134 1174 1185 1235 1239 1247
 1254 1264 1297 1328 1339 1353 1365 1374 1440 1442
 1445 1454 1458 1471 1489 1506 1524 1526 1536 1538
 1543 1552 1572 1611 1620 1653 1663 1667 1706 1718
 1719 1736 1747 1784 1803 1819 1827 1830 1845 1848
 1906 1909 1964 1999 2064 2065 2068 2130 2170 2219
 2228 2258 2315 2402 2420 2447 2528 2539 2564 2602
 2628 2649 2673 2677 2687 2713 2731 2744 2772 2781
 2842 2847 2849 2864 2881 2890 2905 2926 2973 2986
 2997 3037 3039 3136 3163 3164 3179 3181 3187 3188
 3343 3376 3399 3420 3548 3601 3614 3620 3630 3638
 3653 3656 3658 3669 3686 3690 3876 3877 3913 4012
 4017 4063 4079 4081 4110 4152 4159 4162 4196 4323
 4343 4385 4414 4418 4423 4427 4458 4472 4557 4611
 4614 4637 4669 4684 4717 4723 4744 4760 4838 4855
 4863 4867 4892 4893 4903 4930 4939 4943 4954 4986
 4993 4995 5019 5058 5089 5119 5146 5147 5200 5202
 5207 5234 5242 5245 5284 5329 5351 5370 5376 5378
 5524 5545 5613 5642 5648 5649 5660 5684 5708 5770
 5777 5810 5862 5895 5919 5956 5966 6003 6053 6069
 6077 6090 6096 6110 6128 6174 6228 6248 6278 6328
 6333 6352 6371 6398 6410 6412 6415 6427 6487 6492
 6501 6508 6511 6529 6547 6560 6643 6661 6665 6666
 6680 6721 6782 6787 6824 6837 6863 6871 6920 6992
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RAJA

Draw No:8 DrawDate on:31/03/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2464 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 3642
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 4227 4th Prize Rs.  505/- 2008
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1174 1262 1328 1402 1449 1567 1596 1612 1627 1710
1844 1916 1933 2001 2160 2194 2202 2229 2358 2411
2525 2545 2729 2732 2742 2803 2814 2821 2906 2975
3021 3104 3111 3136 3159 3322 3406 3487 3530 3531
3544 3563 3566 3580 3633 3636 3648 3666 3805 3899
3912 3929 4079 4172 4178 4213 4219 4350 4358 4373
4424 4434 4486 4519 4571 4583 4631 4663 4682 4686
4714 4750 4799 4826 4878 4886 4893 4898 4905 5022
5030 5034 5035 5079 5092 5133 5166 5265 5309 5360
5386 5403 5409 5446 5517 5694 5773 5812 5820 5838
6th Prize Rs.100/-
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P , M  31 [PTI]: 
Malala Yousafzai, the young-
est Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
today was in tears as she re-
turned home in Pakistan’s 
Swat Valley where she sur-
vived a near-fatal attack by 
Taliban in 2012 for advocat-
ing girls’ education.

Malala, 20, reached her 
ancestral home in Makan 
Bagh in Mingora on a day-
long trip along with her par-
ents and two siblings, amid 
tight security, sources said.

Pakistan’s State Minister 
for Information Marriiyum 
Aurangzeb also accompanied 
the education activist for the 
visit, during which she met 
her childhood friends and 
teachers after more than ive 
years.

“Tears of joy rolled down 
Malala’s eyes during her 
meeting with them. She was 
illed with emotions when 

she visited her home and met 
with her friends,” the sources 
said.

After her brief stay at 
home, Malala, who on Thurs-
day set foot in Pakistan for 

the irst time since the 2012 
attack, was airlifted to the 
Swat Cadet College where 

she is expected to address a 
ceremony, they said.

She is also expected to 
inaugurate a girls’ school in 
Shangla district, they added.

In an interview to Geo 
News yesterday, Malala had 
said that she plans to return 
to Pakistan permanently af-
ter her studies.

“My plan is to return to 
Pakistan as this is my coun-
try. I have the same right on 
the country as any another 
Pakistani,” she said.

She had reiterated her joy 
of being in Pakistan and her 
mission of providing educa-
tion to children.

“We want to work for the 
education of children and 
make it possible that every 
girl in Pakistan receives a 
high-level education and she 
can ful il her dreams and be-
come a part of society,” the 
Nobel laureate said.

Malala was shot at by a 
Taliban gunman in Decem-
ber 2012 for her female ed-
ucation campaigning in the 
Swat Valley in northeastern 
Pakistan.

Severely wounded, she 
was airlifted from one mili-
tary hospital in Pakistan to 
another and later lown to 
the Great Britain for treat-
ment.

Post the attack, the Tal-
iban released a statement 
saying that they would target 
Malala again if she survived.

At age 17, Malala became 
the youngest recipient of the 
Nobel Peace Prize for her 
education advocacy in 2014 
when she shared the coveted 
honour with India’s social ac-
tivist Kailash Satyarthi.

Unable to return to Pa-
kistan after her recovery, 
Malala moved to Britain, set-
ting up the Malala Fund and 

supporting local education 
advocacy groups with a focus 
on Pakistan, Nigeria, Jordan, 
Syria and Kenya.

She is currently studying 
at the Oxford University.

Malala began her cam-
paign aged just 11, when she 
started writing a blog for the 
BBC’s Urdu service in 2009 
about life under the Taliban 
in Swat, where they were 
banning girls’ education.

In 2007, the Islamist mili-
tants had taken over the area 
and imposed a brutal rule. 
Opponents were murdered, 
people were publicly logged 
for supposed breaches of 
the sharia law, women were 
banned from going to mar-
ket, and girls were stopped 
from going to school.

The Taliban, who are op-
posed to the education of 
girls, have destroyed hun-
dreds of schools in Pakistan.

Malala makes emotional visit to Swat Valley home in Pak

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if they 
like something in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people responsible 
in this newspaper (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward a 
conversation or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Clashes erupted as tens of thousands of Gazans marched near the Israeli border in a major protest on Friday, leaving 16 Palestinians dead 
and hundreds more wounded in the con lict’s worst single day of violence since the 2014 Gaza war. Late in the day, Israel’s military tar-

geted three Hamas sites in the Gaza Strip with tank ire and an air strike after what it said was an attempted shooting attack against soldiers 
along the border that caused no injuries. Israeli security forces used a drone to ire tear gas toward those along the border, in one of the irst 
uses of the device, a police spokesman said. The health ministry in Gaza said 16 Palestinians were killed by Israeli forces. More than 1,400 
were injured, including 758 by live ire, with the remainder hurt by rubber bullets and tear gas inhalation, it said.

M , M  31 [AFP]: 
Russia said today that 
Britain had to reduce its 
diplomatic staff by more 
than 50 more people as a 
crisis in ties between Mos-
cow and the West escalat-
ed over the nerve agent 
attack on a former spy.

The new measures 
came after 23 British dip-
lomats left Russia earlier 
this month and are seen 
as Moscow’s punishment 
after Britain’s allies ex-
pelled Russian diplomats 
over the March 4 poi-
soning of former double 
agent Sergei Skripal and 
his daughter Yulia in an 
English city.

“Russia suggested 
parity. The British side 
has more than 50 more 
people,” foreign minis-
try spokeswoman Maria 

Zakharova told AFP.
On Friday, Moscow 

summoned British am-
bassador Laurie Bristow, 
giving London a month 
to cut the number of dip-
lomatic staff in Russia to 
the same number Russia 
has in Britain.

He was summoned 
along with the heads 

of diplomatic missions 
from 23 other coun-
tries who were told that 
some of their diplomats 
had to leave, in the big-
gest wave of tit-for-tat 
expulsions in recent 
memory.

Bristow had been 
handed a protest note 
over the “provocative 

and unfounded actions of 
the British side which in-
stigated the unwarranted 
expulsion of Russian dip-
lomats from a variety of 
states,” the Russian for-
eign ministry said.

In London, a Foreign 
Of ice spokeswoman 
said on Saturday: “We 
are considering the im-
plication of the mea-
sures announced yes-
terday by the Russian 
foreign ministry.”

The Foreign Of ice 
had said it regretted the 
most recent develop-
ments but insisted Rus-
sia was the culprit.

“This doesn’t change 
the facts of the matter: 
the attempted assassi-
nation of two people on 
British soil, for which 
there is no alternative 

conclusion other than 
that the Russian state 
was culpable,” it said.

More than 150 Rus-
sian diplomats have been 
ordered out of the US, EU 
members, NATO coun-
tries and other nations.

On Friday, Russia ex-
pelled diplomats from 
23 countries -- most of 
them EU member states 
-- in retaliation against 
the West.

France, Germany, Can-
ada and Poland each said 
that Russia was expelling 
four of their diplomats.

Other countries 
including Australia, 
Ukraine, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, the Czech 
Republic, Finland, 
Lithuania and Norway 
were also told to pull 
their envoys.

Russia says Britain must cut over 50 
diplomats as spy crisis deepens

UN chief 
calls for 
independent 
investigation 
into Gaza 
deaths
U  N , M  
31 [AFP]: UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Gu-
terres has called for an 
“independent and trans-
parent investigation” af-
ter 16 Palestinians were 
killed and hundreds more 
wounded during clashes 
with the Israeli military, a 
spokesman said.

His call came as the 
UN Security Council 
heard fears of a further 
escalation in Israeli-Pal-
estinian violence in the 
Gaza Strip during emer-
gency talks.

“The Secretary-Gen-
eral calls for an indepen-
dent and transparent in-
vestigation into these in-
cidents,” said a statement 
by Guterres’ deputy 
spokesman Farhan Haq 
yesterday, which also re-
af irmed “the readiness” 
of the world body to revi-
talize peace efforts.

Haq added that Gu-
terres “also appeals to 
those concerned to refrain 
from any act that could 
lead to further casualties 
and in particular any mea-
sures that could place ci-
vilians in harm’s way.”

Kuwait requested an 
emergency meeting to 
discuss the unravelling 
situation in Gaza, which 
saw the con lict’s dead-
liest single day since the 
2014 Gaza war.

“There is fear that the 
situation might deterio-
rate in the coming days,” 
said assistant UN secretary 
general for political affairs, 
Taye-Brook Zerihoun, urg-
ing maximum restraint.

Britain and the Unit-
ed States expressed re-
gret that the timing of the 
meeting -- the irst night 
of Passover -- meant Is-
raeli of icials could not 
attend. Leading ambas-
sadors sent deputies in 
their place.
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EtCETERA

ARIES: Love matters could 
appear to be moving far more 
slowly than you’d like, Aries. 
Both you and your romantic 
interest may be overloaded 
with responsibilities now and 
unable to see each other much. 
It’s frustrating, but you’ll get 
through it. In the meantime, 
don’t let your insecurities get 
the better of you. Just because 
your friend is busy doesn’t mean 
that your relationship is on the 
rocks. Be patient!
TAURUS: Today’s planetary 
con iguration will give you a 
strong urge to be out and about, 
Taurus, but responsibilities 
could keep you at home or the 
of ice. Perhaps you’re waiting 
for a delivery or an important 
phone call or visitor. This could 
be boring and rather tedious for 
you today. Find something to do 

that engrosses you, even if it’s 
only reading or catching up on 
paperwork. There’s no point in 
just twiddling your thumbs!
GEMINI: Are your views about 
certain intellectual or spiritual 
matters slowly changing, 
Gemini? If so, you may not be 
all that comfortable with the 
changes. Traditional values and 
ideas could seem especially 
attractive to you today, so your 
resistance could be greater 
than normal. Yet you know you 
can’t stay the same way forever. 
Give yourself a break today. 
Tomorrow you’ll be back in 
the groove and on your way to 
transforming.
CANCER: Business success 
may have come your way, 
Cancer, but today you could ind 
yourself feeling a little sad and 
wondering why, since there’s 

no real reason to feel this way. 
What’s going on is probably, 
irst of all, a letdown, since your 

brain is no longer churning out 
the endorphins. Second, you 
may be wondering where you go 
from here. Only you can decide 
that. Set a new goal and move 
on.
LEO: Today you could feel torn 
between the desire to get a 
little exercise and a powerful 
inclination to curl up in your 
favorite chair and catch up on 
some reading, Leo. There isn’t 
any reason why you can’t do 
both. Go out for a brisk walk and 
then reach for a favorite book 
when you return. The key isn’t 
giving up on one, but attaining a 
balance between the two.
VIRGO: Do you have the 
uncomfortable feeling that 
you’ve forgotten something 

but you have no idea what it 
is, Virgo? Are you haunted by 
the memory of a seemingly 
insigni icant past event, but 
can’t igure out why? It isn’t a 
good idea to obsess over either. 
You’ll remember whatever it is 
eventually. You’ll soon realize 
the signi icance of the memory. 
Your subconscious is trying to 
tell you something. You can’t 
rush it, so relax!
LIBRA: If you’ve been thinking 
about starting a new creative 
project, Libra, don’t try to do 
it today. Friends and family 
could vie for your attention 
and distract you. Other 
responsibilities could interfere 
with your desire to get going 
on it now. Don’t hesitate to 
try to come up with ideas, but 
you might have to wait until 
tomorrow to start the work. 

Tomorrow you should be raring 
to go. Be patient!
SCORPIO: Business might be 
going very well for you, Scorpio, 
but intense changes on the job 
could have you feeling stressed. 
Delays in starting new projects 
could prove frustrating. Don’t 
fall into the trap of thinking 
that this is going to be a trend. 
All should be brought back 
into focus tomorrow. Go to the 
gym tonight and work off some 
frustration. You’ll be fresh in the 
morning. Hang in there!
SAGITTARIUS: Have you been 
planning a vacation to a distant 
place, Sagittarius? Unexpected, 
discouraging glitches could 
interfere with your plans, which 
could have you thinking that 
you’ll just cancel the trip. You 
might be tempted to pick up the 
phone and do it. Take no action 

today. The entire situation 
should be straightened out 
by tomorrow, and you’ll look 
forward to your trip again. Stay 
focused and don’t do anything 
rash.
CAPRICORN: Money matters 
could have you descending into 
a state of pure gloom, Capricorn. 
On the surface it might seem 
like you’ll never be able to sort 
through all the paperwork, but 
you will. Don’t give up. Stay 
focused on the task and take 
one step at a time. Before you 
know it, your ef iciency and 
practicality should have it sorted 
out and behind you. Cheer up, 
and plan a great evening!
AQUARIUS: Is your sweetheart 
out of town, Aquarius? If so, 
you’re probably feeling a bit 
lonely and insecure. You need 
to ignore those fantasies of 

your beloved out on the town 
having a great time with lots of 
glamorous people. Your friend 
is most likely as bored as you 
are, either transacting business 
or ful illing family obligations. 
Relax, ind something to do, and 
the time will pass before you 
know it.
PISCES: You probably won’t 
feel like working today, Pisces. 
You may not be tired, but 
you’re probably bored, restless, 
and unable to focus. It’s best 
to concentrate on routines 
or mundane chores you can 
do automatically on days like 
this. Put on your headphones. 
Take a long, leisurely lunch or 
perhaps brunch with friends. 
It’s important to have some 
fun. Think of it as an exercise 
to balance your usually serious 
self!
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OVER THE MOON! HER ex-boyfriend, The Weeknd, 
sparked speculation he took a dig at her relationship 
with Justin Bieber in his new song. But Selena Gomez 
managed to keep a smile on her face as she enjoyed 
a day out in Beverly Hills.

Terminator star Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s irst 

words after undergoing 
heart surgery were “I’m 
back”. The 70-year-old ac-
tor is recovering and in a 
stable condition following 
the medical procedure in 
Los Angeles on Thursday.

His spokesman said the 
star made the jokey remark 
in a twist to his well-known 
“I’ll be back” catchphrase 
after waking up from the 
operation. Daniel Ketchell 
said Schwarzenegger “is 
awake and his irst words 
were actually ‘I’m back’”.

Schwarzenegger had 
heart surgery to replace a 
valve that was originally re-
placed 20 years ago. Ketchell 
said the original replacement 
pulmonic valve had outlast-
ed its life expectancy. So the 
former California governor 
chose to have a less-invasive 
catheter valve replacement 
procedure.

Earlier this week, 
Schwarzenegger seemed in 

good health when he spoke 
to CNN about changes in the 
Republican party. The former 
politician has been critical of 
Donald Trump’s presidential 
administration.

The action star is due to 
reprise his previous roles as 
robot killer The Terminator 
and Conan the Barbarian 
over the next two years.

In 1997, the Austrian-born 
former bodybuilder under-
went heart surgery to replace 
a valve. He said the operation 
was due to a condition which 

was congenital and nothing to 
do with steroids.

He revealed in his book 
“Total Recall: My Unbeliev-
ably True Life Story” that 
he initially kept that first 
operation a secret from his 
wife, Maria Shriver, by tell-
ing her he was on holiday in 
Mexico.

The actor was voted in as 
governor of California in a 
historic 2003 recall vote - but 
proved the win was no luke 
by defeating opponent Phil 
Angelides to get re-elected.

“I’m back!”: Arnold Schwarzenegger
in stable condition after heart surgery

It’s been roughly three years 
since Iggy Azalea disappeared 

from the music scene. But now 
the 27-year-old rapper is ready 
to make a comeback.

In her interview with Bill-
board, published Friday, the 
singer revealed that she has 
Demi Lovato and Kesha to 
thank for helping her get her 
career back on track.

“If I’m being honest, the 
only people who have been 
there for me are Quavo, Ke-
sha and Demi,” she told the 
music outlet. “And everyone 
else has pretty much acted 
like I don’t exist.”

After years of being one 
of Def Jam’s top artists, Iggy 
is now under a new label 
called Island Records. She at-
tributes the switch to the fact 
that she didn’t want to make 
pop music for “your 10-year-
old daughter anymore”.

Azalea also hired a new 
management team— Phily-
mack led by Phil McIntyre 
who also happens to rep her 
good friend Demi Lovato.

“I’m not on top anymore, 

honey,” she admitted in her 
sit down with Billboard. ‘I’m 
still here, cleaning up the 
mess now.”

The mess that she confront-
ed while on a two-week mental 
health retreat in Arizona.

Once apart of Philymack, 
it was one of the irst things 
that the management com-
pany asked the Fancy artist 
to do.

“They were like, ‘We need 
you to go and speak to these 
people and make sure that 
you’re mentally prepared 
to come out with new mu-
sic,” she explained. “I didn’t 
want to go there. I didn’t like 
the idea of being sent away 
somewhere. I was pissed.”

She eventually came 
around to the idea after a 
realization that her anger 

issues and mental stability 
might be keeping her from 
the “top of the mountain”.

“I’ve never really sat down 
and had an honest conversa-
tion with professional people. 
It was good to say something 
to somebody who could give 
me the tools and information 
on how to make my life man-
ageable. So it was really use-
ful- I’m glad that I went.”

Iggy Azalea to make a career comeback; thanks 
Demi Lovato and Kesha for their support!

It’s been over 5 years since 
Deepika Padukone and 

Ranveer Singh have been in 
a relationship. Although nei-
ther of the two have come out 
in the open to address each 
other as their better half but 
there’s enough evidence to 
prove what they mean to each 
other. Talk about their PDA 
and you will be reminded of 
all their adorable pictures to-
gether or say the interviews 
where they have gone all out 
gushing about each other.

Moreover, the fact Ran-
veer and DP have withstood 
the test of time despite ups 
and downs and rumours of 
them calling it quits speaks 
volumes of the love they 
share. So it’s only obvious for 
them to take their relation-
ship to the next level.

Rumours are currently 
rife that they two are plan-
ning to get married by this 
year-end where a source 
close to Mumbai Mirror also 

revealed, “Ranveer, Deepi-
ka and their families have 
short-listed four auspicious 
dates between September 
and December for a year-end 
wedding, after which prep 
has kicked into overdrive 
with the Bhavnanis and Padu-
kones scouting for wedding 
venues in India and abroad 
before locking the inal date. 
With younger sister Anisha 
and their mother, Deepika 
has already started her bridal 
trousseau shopping as well 
as inalising her jewellery. It 
will be an extremely private, 
traditional Hindu ceremo-
ny with the couple tying the 
knot in the presence of only 
close friends and family. The 
couple is still deciding if they 
want a reception to follow.”

Sounds perfect and very 
believable and if this really 
turns out to be true then this 
will be the biggest wedding of 
the year. But then, are they re-
ally ready to take the plunge?

Deepika and Ranveer 
Singh getting married

by this year end?

Tiger Shroff was nervous 
about Baaghi 2 because 

he knows this ilm needs to 
work for him for people to 
forget about A Flying Jatt and 
Munna Michael. Thankfully, 
it did but the way it did will 
make people talk about it for 
years to come.

In just one day, Tiger’s 
ilm has managed to do 

something that others take 
days to accomplish. In one 
clean sweep, he has left Ak-
shay Kumar, Ajay Devgn, Ran-
veer Singh, Shahid Kapoor 
and Deepika Padukone be-
hind. All he needed was a day. 
Yes, Baaghi 2 has registered 
the biggest opening of 2018 
with Rs 25.10 crore.

If you see the biggest 
openers of 2018, you will 
ind Baaghi 2 right at the top. 

Padmaavat takes the second 
spot with Rs 24 crore. Actu-
ally, the irst day numbers of 
Ranveer-Shahid-Deepika’s 

ilm is Rs 19 crore. If you add 
Rs 5 crore from previews, it 
goes up to Rs 24 crore.

So, Baaghi 2 beats Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali’s magnum 
opus by a huge margin. Ev-
ery other ilm which made 
a mark at the box of ice 
this year, ranks after Baaghi 
2. These are unbelievable 
numbers. At a time when 
superstars are baying for 
holiday periods to make big 
money, Tiger Shroff ’s ilm 
released on a partial holiday 
and earned huge dividends. 
It even managed to beat the 
likes of Akshay and Ajay at 
the box of ice. This proves 
it is all about what is being 
shown in the ilm rather 
than the release date. Check 
out the biggest openers of 
2018.

Things will only get bet-
ter for Baaghi 2 in the com-
ing days. These numbers are 
only the beginning!

Tiger Shroff
beats all B-Town

diggajs in ONE DAY!


