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Y , 23 J  (IPR): 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling inaugurated 
the two-day Jaivik Krishi 
Paryatan Mela (JKPM) 
organised by Yangang 
Tourism Development 
Committee (YTDC) at 
Yangang Helipad Com-
plex today. 

Mr Chamling was ac-
companied by Holiday 
IQ Founder, Hari Nair, 
Cabinet Ministers, MLAs, 
Chairpersons, Advisors, 
Head of Departments, 
Zilla Panchayats, Pancha-
yat members and public. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief Minister 
spoke about the signif-
icance of the mela. He 
talked about the govern-
ment’s decision of de-
veloping a total number 
of one thousand tourist 
destinations located all 
over the state and urged 
the youth to take keen 

interest in diverse and 
thriving sectors of tour-
ism namely environ-

ment, pilgrimage, adven-
ture, culture, village and 
home-stay tourism

He announced that 
the state government 
will soon be releasing 

an achievement report 
detailing the various en-
deavors of the govern-

ment undertaken till date.
The Chief Minister 

spoke in brief about the 
Skywalk Project at Bha-
leydhunga which will be 
developed soon and how 
the project will assist in 
boosting tourism in Yan-
gang. He also asserted 
that the project will open 
up various avenues of 
employment for locals of 
the area.

Mr Chamling encour-
aged the progressive 
farmers to tap bene its 
from the Sikkim Organic 
Mission and aim to yield 
high quality produce. He 
called upon the farmers 
to diligently practise the 
concept of mixed agricul-
ture. The Chief Minister 
updated that the state 
government will be pro-
viding every constituen-
cy with a vehicle so that 
the fresh organic pro-

JAIVIK KRISHI PARYATAN MELA GETS UNDERWAY IN YANGANG 

Will develop 1000 tourist destinations
across state: Chamling

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J :
“THIS HIMALAYAN STATE of 
Sikkim is the best place for 
women to work in the coun-
try. Sikkim has shown that 
there is no discrimination 
against girl child and other 
bigger States of our country 
should learn from Sikkim, 
how the State is moving to-
wards empowering women in 
every sector. Women of Sik-
kim must be able to dispense 
their role and responsibili-
ties and inspire other states 
to bring social reforms,” said 

Governor Shriniwas Patil 
while addressing a cultural 
programme on ‘Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao’ here at Manan 

Kendra this 
evening.

The pro-
gramme was 
organized by 
Song and Dra-
ma Division 
under Ministry 
of Information 
and Broadcast-
ing, Govern-
ment of India, 
North East 
Region, Guwa-

hati in collaboration with the 
Department of Social Justice, 
Empowerment & Welfare.

A press release informs 
that Governor Shriniwas Pa-
til attended the occasion as 
chief guest accompanied by 
Deputy Speaker, Sikkim Leg-
islative Assembly, Sonam G 
Lepcha, Mayor, Gangtok Mu-
nicipal Corporation, Shakti 
Singh Chaudhary, Chief Secre-
tary, AK Srivastava, Secretary, 
Social Welfare Department, 
Sarala Rai, Cultural Secretary, 
Yashoda Bhandari, Council-
lors of GMC, of icials from 
SJE&WD, of icials from Song 
and Drama Division, New Del-
hi and other invitees.

The Governor mentioned 
that the state government has 
given equal status to women 
with 50% reservation which 
helps in elevating the role of 
women in society. 

Cultural troupes from Song 
and Drama Division, New Del-
hi, North Calcutta Prayasi, 
Kolkata and from Cultural De-
partment, Government of Sik-
kim presented a cultural pro-
gramme based on Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao, patriotism and 
traditions.

Earlier, the Governor read 
out the New India pledge.

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 23 J :

A forest ire was report-
ed at Lingding-Ringdang 

area of Singhik-Sentam GPU, 
Lachen-Mangan constituency in 
North Sikkim today at around 
2.15 p.m.

Upon receiving the informa-
tion at Mangan Police Station, 
the Fire Service Department 
led by Assistant Sub Inspector, 
DT Bhutia, and staff along with 
fire tender and Police person-
nel led by Assistant Superin-
tendent-cum-Sub Division Po-

lice Officer, Mangan, Eden Bhu-
tia, Deputy Superintendent of 
Police [Headquarter], Ringzing 
Palzor, staff, local youth and 
all Ward Panchayats and Zilla 
Panchayats reached the spot.

The fire was brought un-
der control before it dam-

aged any private property. It, 
however, has destroyed some 
portions of cardamom fields 
belonging to local farmers, 
Gyaltsen Lepcha, Lendup Lep-
cha, Nakdik Lepcha and Koko 
Lepcha. No casualty has been 
reported.

Governor Patil lauds Sikkim’s dedication 
towards empowering women

Forest ire damages cardamom ields in North

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 23 J :

A number of major po-
litical parties of Ka-

limpong have condemned 
the recent statement of 
Chairman, Board of Ad-
ministrators, Gorkhaland 
Territorial Administra-
tion (GTA), Binay Tamang, 
where he had warned Sik-
kim against interfering in 
Darjeeling politics. Mr Ta-
mang had said this during 
a public meeting held in 
Sukuna on Sunday. 

Talking to media per-
sons here, Dr. HB Chettri, 
the president of Jan An-
dolan Party said that 
Binay Tamang’s state-
ment on Sikkim was un-
necessary.

˜Sikkim is a state, if 
situation demands the 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling is the sole per-
son who can take any 
message to the Prime 
Minister and each time 
we stand for the demand 
of Gorkhaland, Sikkim 
supports us,” Dr Chettri 
said. 

He also mentioned 
that it was Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha who had 
acknowledged and fe-
licitated the Chief Min-
ister of Sikkim for hav-
ing a discussion about 
Gorkhaland in Sikkim. 

“We have not seen 
Sikkim interfering in 
Darjeeling politics, the 
people apparently run-
ning GTA are also not to 
be blamed as they are 
just following the state 
government’s orders,” 
added Dr. Chettri.

Meanwhile, Reseeka 

Chettri, the organizing 
secretary of the new par-
ty Gorkha United Liber-
ation Front (GULF) also 
reacted to Mr Tamang’s 
statement. 

“Pawan Kumar 
Chamling has been sup-
porting us even at the 
Ministry level. We are 
really thankful to him for 
having a word with the 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi about Gorkhaland 
during the recent agi-
tation,” said Ms Chettri 
adding that the relation-
ship with Sikkim is very 
good while certain lead-
ers are trying to ruin it.

Pratap Khati, the 
spokesperson of All In-
dia Gorkha League also 
spoke on this matter.

“Ever since Nar Baha-
dur Bhandari, Sikkim has 
been there in our ight for 
existence. The statement 
that Binay Tamang gave 
was totally uncalled for, 
it was unwanted. Pawan 
Chamling is a Minister 
who has spent 25 years 
serving the constitution 
and the person who gave 
such statement is just a 
watchman of the Bengal 
government. Such state-
ments will also destroy 
the relationship we have 
with Sikkim. We just want 
to remind Binay Tamang 
that he is just a chauki-
dar of Bengal government 
and Pawan Chamling is 
the Chief Minister of a 
state,” he stated.

Meanwhile Kalim-
pong Krishak Kalyan 
Sangathan too con-
demned Binay Tamang’s 
statement.

Sikkim and Chamling 
have always supported us 

say Kalimpong leaders

12 tolas of 
gold jewelry 
stolen from 
Ranipool home
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J : More 
than 12 tolas of gold jew-
elry was stolen from a 
house at Ranipool on 22 
Jan, according to a police 
report.

The list of missing 
items includes a gold 
necklace with earring 
set, gold chain with Lax-
mi Goddess pendant, two 
gold rings, three sets of 
gold ear tops, three sets 
of gold earrings, gold 
mangalsutra, gold ban-
gle, gold bracelet, mooga 
bangle and red colored 
pearl necklace.   

The couple was re-
portedly at work when 
the robbery happened. 
Efforts are being made to 
trace the robbers. 
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duce from rural areas can reach 
the marketplace. 

He added that Sikkim will soon 
be declared a ‘Total Literate State’ 
and encouraged the youth to uti-
lize the various pro-student edu-
cation schemes formulated by the 
state government. He also spoke 
in brief about the establishment of 
Sikkim University in Yangang so as 
to facilitate better delivery of edu-
cation system.

Likewise, the CM underlined 

the importance of skill based ed-
ucation and urged the youth and 
students to imbibe a competitive 
nature therefore doing away with 
the notion of certi icate based ed-
ucation. 

Speaking, during the occasion 
guest of honor, Hari Nair expressed 
his delight on being a part of JKPM, 
2018 and spoke in brief about the 
huge tourism potential that the 
State possesses. 

During the course of the pro-
gram the Chief Minister was felici-

tated by the organizing committee 
for his efforts in augmenting and 
bringing about expansive devel-
opment in Sikkim. The organizing 
committee also felicitated Hari 
Nair for his valuable inputs in 
highlighting Sikkim as one of the 
must-visit destinations in domes-
tic and global arena.

At the outset, the CM along with 
the dignitaries inaugurated Nature 
Interpretation Centre under Tour-
ism & Civil Aviation Department at 
Yangang Helipad Complex. 

Will develop 1000 tourist destinations...
contd from pg01

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 23 J :

The inaugural pro-
gramme of the three 

days long residential 
training for elected rep-
resentatives of local self 
government of Sikkim 
Democratic Front under 
Yangthang constituency, 
organised by SDF Pan-
chayat cell, was held to-
day at Assam Lingzey in 
East Sikkim.

Former Speaker and 
SDF spokesperson, KT 
Gyaltsen, attended the 
programme as chief 
guest along with area 
MLA, Yangthang, Chan-
dra Maya Subba, and 
member of SDF Pancha-
yat cell, Manita Mangar.

Delivering the wel-
come note, Ms Mangar 
informed that the pro-
gramme aims at train-
ing all SDF Panchayats. 
She added that impart-
ing such knowledge and 
training to local body 
members will strengthen 
the party’s organization-
al strength.

Area MLA, Chandra 
Maya Subba, expressed 
that she is here as a stu-

dent and is looking for-
ward to learning further 
about Panchayati Raj 
practices.

Stating that the vision 
of the leader of SDF and 
party’s ideology is im-
portant for Panchayats, 
she said that “balance” is 
the key and training will 
help Panchayats to know 
and learn more.

Chief speaker of 
the programme who is 
also the legal advisor to 
the Chief Minister, KT 
Gyaltsen, held that knowl-
edge is the most import-

ant aspect for all Pancha-
yat members and the big 
responsibility and respect 
vested by the constitution 
to Panchayat members 
have to be understood by 
all elected Panchayats.

He further stressed 
that democracy is re-
spected and practiced 
by the party and those 
talking against the party 
and leadership now are 
doing so for their own 
sel ish motives.

Urging all the Pancha-
yats to be disciplined and 
to serve the people, he 

asked them to stay in touch 
with the grassroots and 
keep a constant connect.

“New ones should 
learn from the old ones 
and old ones should 
show respect to new 
ones,” he said.

He urged the Pancha-
yats to do their needful 
duty without any nepo-
tism and participate ac-
tively in the State’s ongo-
ing Organic Mission which 
is in its second phase.

Praising the Chief 
Minister who is the party 
president for exemplary 

leadership in the State, 
Mr Gyaltsen requested 
the Panchayats to con-
nect with voters through 
the party’s ideology and 
not to forget the party 
through which they have 
been elected.

In the remaining days 
of the programme, many 
speakers are slated to 
speak and train the Pan-
chayats in various aspects 
related to Panchayati Raj 
and roles and responsi-
bilities of a Panchayat to-
wards village, party, soci-
ety and governance.

SDF Panchayat cell organizes training
for its elected representatives 

3-DAY AYURVEDIC HEALTH CAMP KICKS OFF AT DIKCHU 
M , 23 J :  Three-day free homeopathy and ayurvedic health camp organized by Ministry of Ayurveda and Naturopathy, Unani, 
Siddha and Homoeopathy [AYUSH] Health Society, Sikkim in collaboration with Dikchu Primary Health Center kicked off today at Dik-
chu PHC.  The inaugural event was attended by Mission Director, National Health Mission, Dr Bimal Rai, Additional Director cum State 
programme of icer, Dr Keshari Rai, Chief Medical Of icer [North], Dr Baroon Subba, Tanek ward Panchayat, Gyan Tshering Lepcha, 
AYUSH staff members, local Panchayats and residents. The health camp will wrap up on 25 Jan. 

Three suicides 
in one day
G , 23 J : Three 
suicide cases were re-
ported on 22 Jan from 
East and South Sikkim. 
One 55-year-old man 
from Ranipool, a 46-year-
old man from Ravangla 
and an 18-year-old boy 
of Singtam committed 
suicide by hanging. 

Two SADA 
cases in 
one day 
G , 23 J : Rang-
po Police on 22 Jan ar-
rested a 24-year-old 
man from Gangtok, East 
Sikkim under Sikkim 
Anti Drugs Act, 2006.  
During routine checking 
of incoming vehicles at 
Rangpo check post on 
the accused was found 
in possession of 50 bot-
tles of illegal cough syr-
up, 288 loose capsules 
of Spasmoproxyvon and 
100 N-10 tablets hidden 
inside his backpack. The 
accused was reported-
ly traveling to Gangtok 
from Siliguri in a cab. 

On the same day in 
Jorethang, South Sikkim, 
police arrested a man 
for allegedly selling her-
oin and contraband sub-
stances from his house 
located at Daragaon in 
Jorethang.  Police arrest-
ed the 35-year-old man 
from his home, where 
they found six pouches 
of heroin weighing 0.354 
grams each and 134 
Spasmoproxyvon cap-
sules hidden in different 
places in the house.  The 
accused was formally ar-
rested and booked under 
Sikkim Anti Drugs Act, 
2006 and was forwarded 
to a hospital for medical 
examination. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J :

Agriculture Minis-
ter-cum-Area MLA, 

Somnath Poudyal, vis-
ited Saraswati Puja 
programme held at 
Chisopani in Singtam 
on 22 Jan. The daylong 
programme conducted 
by Topa-Chisopani Jan 
Kalyan Sangha included 
a musical extravaganza 
and poetry recitation 
session, a press release 
informs.

Also present on the 
occasion were Upadhak-
shya, Sharmila Chettri, 
Panchayat members 
from Chisopani GPU, 
former Panchayats, and 
members of TC Jan Kaly-
an Sangha.

Prayers were offered 
to Goddess Saraswati at 
the onset of the event. 
Young boys and girls pre-
sented song and dance 
performances along with 
special performance by 
State Awardee Singer, 
Geeta Sharma.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Mr Poudyal appre-
ciated the efforts of the 
members of TC Jan Kaly-
an Sangha in organising 
the event.

“Spiritual habits lead 
to a healthy life and our 
younger generation 
needs to be aware of it,” 
he added.

The programme con-
cluded with presentation 
of mementos to all the 
performers.

Agriculture
Minister attends 
Saraswati Puja

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 23 J :

Mangan district wel-
comed new Axis 

Bank branch at Mangan 
Nagar Panchayat of-
ice building at Rinzing 

Namgyal Marg in North 
Sikkim on 22 Jan.

The branch was inau-
gurated by Forest Min-
ister, TW Lepcha, who 
attended the programme 
as chief guest accompa-
nied by Additional Dis-
trict Collector, North, 
ADC Development [Rural 
Management & Devel-
opment Department], 
Branch Manager, Axis 

Bank, MNP President, 
MNP Councilors along 
with staff of Axis Branch 
and the general public.

Mr Lepcha urged the 
branch head and staff 
to provide positive and 
quick services to the 
people and customers so 
that the public is not ha-
rassed in of icial delivery 
system.

The branch head as-
sured that the bank will 
provide fast and good 
services to all its custom-
ers. The Axis Bank ATM 
set was inaugurated by 
MNP President, Zangmoo 
Bhutia.

New Axis Bank branch with 
ATM facility opens at Mangan 
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er with showers, 
some heavy.
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Anthyesthi Kriya
The Anthyesthi Kriya 
of Late Bijay Kumar 
Prasad who passed 
away on 10th Jan 2018, 
falls on 26 Jan 2018 
[Friday]. On behalf of 
the Rameshwar family 
all relatives, friends and 
well wishers are request-
ed to join us to offer 
prayers for the departed 
soul at our residence lo-
cated nearby the Union 
Bank of India, Sing-
tam, East Sikkim. We 
offer our sincere grati-
tude towards all those 
who stood by us in this 
time of bereavement.

Family members:
Sanjay Prasad- 

9733050000, Ajay 
Prasad- 9434152958 

[brothers],
 Rajala Devi (Moth-

er)- 9733012000
Avinash Prasad- 

9733014000

GOVERNMEN OF SIKKIM
HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SERVICES AND FAM-

ILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT
GANGTOK-737101

Memo No. 1107/Accts/HC,HS&FW                            Dated:19.01.2018
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed tender in two Bid System i.e. Technical and Financial Bid are invited 
from reputed and authorised dealers of Generic Medicines, Medicines, Medical 
consumables, toiletry items-and miscellaneous items for running the medicine 
shop/pharmacy measuring 86.25 sq.ft on rent located in front of OPD Counter 
of STNM Hospital for the period of 1 year (one year) (2018-2019).

The Tender forms, Tender envelops and other details like eligibility crite-
ria, Terms & conditions of Lease etc. can be obtained from the Offi  ce of Sr. 
Accounts Offi  cer, Head Offi  ce, HC,HS&FW Department, Tashiling, Gangtok 
on any working days w.e.f 15/02/2018 to 21/02/2018 on production of BR/
Bank Challan for Rs.5000/-only duly credited to Revenue Head-0210-800-
Other Receipts (Sale of tender form for pharmacy).

Dully fi lled up Sealed Tenders forms accompanied by TDR (refundable) 
for Rs.1.00 lakhs (Rupees One Lakhs) only drawn in favour of Sr.AO-cum 
D&DO, HC, HS&FW Department from any branch of State Bank of Sikkim 
should reach the Offi  ce of the Principal Director HEALTH Services –I within 
1200 hrs of 24/02/2018 and the same will be opened at 1300 hrs sharp in 
the O/o PDHS-I in the presence of tenderers/authorised agent present.

Minimum off set rent for the premises as described above is Rs.2.60 
Lakhs per month.

Tenders in which any of the prescribed condition are not fulfi lled or in-
complete in any way will be rejected.

The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders 
without assigning any reason thereof.

Sd/-
DIRECTOR HEALTH SERVICES

HEALTH CARE, HS & FW DEPARTMENT.
R.O. No. 518/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 22.01.2018.

Kutse Shegu
The 49th Day Kutse Shegu of my 
deloved husband Late Takchung 
Lepcha who passed away on 13th 
December 2017 falls on 30th Janu-
ary 2018. All our relatives, friends 
and well wishers are requested to 
join us for offering prayers to the 
departed soul at our residence at 
Menrongong, North Sikkim. We 
offer our sincere gratitude towards 
those who stood by us in the time 
of bereavement.

Lhakit Lepcha (wife)
Ph.No. 8371051201

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
FOOD SECURITY AND AGRICULTURE 

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
KRISHI BHAWAN, TADONG

Memo No: 208/ Ag/Engg. 
               Date: 22.01.18

NOTICE
Important Notice Regarding Notice Inviting Quo-

tation vide no-175/Ag/Engg, dated:- 27.11.2017 has 
been uploaded in the websites. Interested person/ 
parties may refer to www.sikkim.gov.in and www.
sikkimagrisnet.org.

Sd/-
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

FS&AD DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM.

R.O. No. 522/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 23.1.2018

G , 23 J  [IPR]: A 
cultural exchange programme 
under ‘Ek Bharat Shreshta 
Bharat’ organised by Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan [SSA], Human 
Resource Development De-
partment, Government of Sik-
kim in collaboration with the 
Delhi Government was con-
ducted at the conference hall 
of Janta Bhawan today.

The programme had the 
presence of Director, Primary 
Education [PE, SSA], Bhim 
Thatal, as chief guest along 
with Joint Director, SSA, Sonam 
Doma Topden, JD, PE, Radha 
Poudyal, Deputy Director, PE, 
PR Dulal, Yoga Coordinator, 
PE, Laxman Adhikari, students 

and faculty from Aditi 
Mahavidhyalaya namely Dr 
Ritu Sharma, head of cultural 
committee, Dr Baldev Gulati, 
Assistant Professors, Social 
Work, Dr Mali Devi Sawaria 
and IK Mishra, Finance Of icer, 
Ashok Wadhwa, Senior PA to 
Principal and other of icials 
from HRDD Department.

The event started with the 
offering of khadas and memen-
tos to the of icials from Delhi 
and participants from Aditi Ma-
havidhyalaya, Delhi by the chief 
guest. Overall 20 female stu-
dents and 05 faculty members 
from Aditi Mahavidhyalaya, Del-
hi participated in the daylong 
cultural exchange programme.

Addressing the gathering, 
chief guest Mr Thatal high-
lighted on the importance 
of organising such a cultural 
exchange programme for stu-
dents from various parts of the 
country. He also highlighted on 
the success of Sikkim Organic 
movement.

“Sikkim is the only organic 
State in the world and this has 
been possible not by choice 
but through diligent efforts,” 
stated Mr Thatal.

He also mentioned about 
the various past and upcoming 
cultural exchange programmes 
initiated by the department. 
He further urged the visiting 
students from Aditi Mahavid-

hyalaya, Delhi to enjoy the lo-
cal cuisines, culture and the 
natural beauty of Sikkim and 
take back good memories from 
their visit to Sikkim.

The programme also fea-
tured recitation of poems and 
songs from the participants 
from Aditi Mahavidhyalaya, 
enthralling folk dance perfor-
mances from Syari Royal Crew, 
Haryanvi Folk Dance perfor-
mance by the participant from 
Aditi Mahavidhyalaya and a 
live band performance by the 
band Ethnic Statement.

Head of Cultural Commit-
tee of Aditi Mahavidhyalaya, 
Dr Sharma, mentioned that the 
programme has been conduct-

ed with an aim to promote cul-
tural exchange and strengthen 
the bond of unity among the 
students from different States 
in the country. She added that 
such programmes provide 
platform for rural and under-
privileged students to orient 
and sensitize themselves with 
the cultures and traditions of 
the country.

Mr Thatal and the of icials 
from the HRDD were duly fe-
licitated by the faculty of Aditi 
Mahavidhyalaya, Delhi by pre-
senting them with shawls.

The programme ended 
with the offering of vote of 
thanks by Deputy Director, PE, 
PR Dulal.

SSA organizes cultural exchange with Delhi students

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 23 J : 

Marathoner, Chung 
Ching Bhutia has 

expressed immense hap-
piness and satisfaction 
over his performance in 
the recently held Tata 
Mumbai Marathon 2018 
on 21 Jan. 

He inished the full 
marathon of 42,195 KMs in 
04 hours and 05 minutes 
in his debut appearance at 
the Mumbai Marathon.

“It was my dream to 
participate in the inter-
nationally known Mum-
bai Marathon. I was fully 
prepped and I am fully 

satis ied and happy with 
my performance in the 
marathon,” Mr Bhutia 
said. 

He assured to pre-
pare even harder to per-
form better next year in 
the marathon.

He thanked Mem-
ber of Parliament [Ra-

jya Sabha], Hishey La-
chungpa for his constant 
support and encour-
agement to do well in 
the marathon. He also 
thanked the Directorate 
of Panchayati Raj of Rural 
Management & Develop-
ment Department for its 
support in the marathon.

Chung Ching Bhutia ‘happy’ with 
Tata Mumbai Marathon run

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J :

Government Senior 
Secondary School, 

Soreng organized its 
Alumni Association 
meeting today at the 
school premises with 
regard to the Platinum 
Jubilee celebration of 
the school this year. The 
programme was attend-
ed by Area MLA-cum-
HRDD Minister, RB Sub-
ba [alumni] as patron-
in-chief, a press release 
informs.

Principal, Narayan 
Basnet, highlighted the 
long achievement of the 
school from the date of 
its establishment in Dec 
1942.

“The year 1943 was 
the most memorable year 
of the school as United 
Soreng Committee was 
formed. In the year 1947, 
Scottish Missionary 
School which was estab-
lished in Soreng in 1894 

was merged with Soreng 
School giving it a new 
name, Middle Soreng 
School. In 1954, the 
school was recognized as 
Junior High School and 
later in 1979 upgrad-
ed as Secondary School. 
The school was inally 
upgraded to Senior Sec-
ondary in 1981,” said Mr 
Basnet.

He further informed 
that the school has pro-
duced prominent person-
alities like Late Nar Ba-
hadur Bhandari [former 
Chief Minister of Sikkim] 
and renowned teachers. 
In the year 1956, 25kg 

school bell was donated 
by Late Phal Man Lim-
boo who also formed the 
Alumni Association. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, Minister Subba 
highlighted on the con-
tribution of the school 
towards society and the 
State. He also proposed 
to the committee that 
the school be renamed 
in memory of Late NB 
Bhandari. 

Voluntary Adhoc 
Committee comprising 
of 26 members was also 
formed at Soreng SSS for 
organizing the Platinum 
Jubilee celebration.

HRDD Minister proposes renaming
Soreng SSS after Lt NB Bhandari

Netaji’s birth 
anniversary 
celebrated 
in Siliguri
SMRITA KHAWAS
S , 23 J :

The 122nd birth anni-
versary of Netaji Sub-

ash Chandra Bose was 
celebrated at Subashpal-
ly More, Siliguri today. 

Netaji was born on 
23 Jan 1897 and revived 
the Indian National Army 
better known as the Azad 
Hind Fauj. He was a brave 
leader whose death till 
death remains a mystery.

Today’s function was 
attended by West Ben-
gal Tourism Minister, 
Gautama Dev along with 
many dignitaries from in 
and around Siliguri who 
paid their respects to the 
great leader.

Minister Mr Dev said, 
“Today we are celebrat-
ing the birth anniversary 
of Netaji Subash Chan-
dra Bose. We believe his 
dream to see a better, 
developed and modern 
India has come true and 
we will do our best to de-
velop our country more 
than what it is today.”

South 
begins work 
on Rashtriya 
Vayoshri 
Yojana 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J :

District Collector 
[South] chaired a 

meeting with the Region-
al Head of Arti icial Limbs 
Manufacturing Corpora-
tion of India [ALIMCO], 
Guwahati regarding the 
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yoja-
na which was launched 
in April 2017 to provide 
physical aids and assist-
ed-living devices for se-
nior citizens belonging 
to BPL category and per-
sons with disability. 

The meeting was 
attended by the AMIM-
CO representatives, Sub 
Divisional Magistrate 
[Jorethang], SDM [HQ], 
Municipal Executive Of-
icer [Namchi Municipal 

Corporation], Block De-
velopment Of icers along 
with Chief Medical Of-
icer, South Sikkim and 

other of icials from vari-
ous departments, a press 
release from District Col-
lector [South] informs. 

The ALIMCO mem-
bers informed the house 
that ALIMCO is a public 
sector undertaking under 
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if 
they like something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Pehle Aap
The messaging in the AAP
disquali ications is scary

On surface, this appears a by-the-book procedure. 
MLAs are appointed as legislative secretaries with-
out the posts having irst been designated as being 
outside the de inition of of ices of pro it. The amend-
ments and noti ications which would have averted 
disquali ications are easily arranged, but since this 
was in AAP-governed Delhi which had served the 
Centre its bloodiest electoral nose, the amendments 
were stalled and refused. The drama has now reached 
a stage where public representatives elected for ive 
years have been disquali ied for positions they held 
for mere months and were appointed to by an elect-
ed government. Their disquali ication, meanwhile, has 
been facilitated by agencies and of ices which answer 
to or are appointed by the Central government even 
as they sit on judgment on state affairs. Of course, the 
quasi-state status of Delhi is another complication 
that has hobbled the Aam Aadmi Party and its govern-
ment there. 

Let’s not get into too much into whether the dis-
quali ications are justi ied or not or whether the dis-
quali ied MLAs received due process or not or wheth-
er the agencies and of ices which led to the disquali i-
cation acted in a fair and unbiased manner or not or 
whether it was the letter or the spirit of the law that 
was prioritized to achieve a desired end. These mat-
ters are in the realm of speculation and each person 
will have a different take on things. What has much 
more far-reaching consequences in the more immedi-
ate future is the message that gets reinforced with this 
latest incident. The non-NDA segment of political par-
ties in India is in noticeable disarray and fence-sitters 
abound; unsure if they want to go alt-Right all the way 
or hedge their bets and see if detached nonalignment 
was even an option in the latest return of Big Broth-
er Delhi. Irrespective of what the ground realities or 
facts on hand might be, those cowering in the corners 
see the effortlessness with which until recently vexed 
situations have come apart at the seams to the bene it 
of the new mighty Leaders and how the screws have 
tightened for other camps, all apparently without any 
obvious exertion of in luence but obviously within the 
realm of doubt. This perception strengthens the re-
quired hands when it comes to negotiations and com-
ing so close to the next elections and so conveniently 
when bigger questions are being asked, such devel-
opments require more public discussions and wid-
er perspectives. But that is unlikely to happen in the 
present context because at the receiving end is AAP, 
the outlier of the Indian politics whose approach and 
ideology scare the regulars across the board.  But re-
member what was said about detachment and holding 
your silence when the irst signs of authoritarianism 
are displayed?

Does no one realize the irony of everything con-
spiring to remove representatives elected in one of 
the most dramatic electoral waves ever seen in the 
country even as we are required to continue suffering 
a Minister of State for Human Resource Development 
who believes at rapes have increased in our country 
every since sex education was introduced in schools. 
Yes, Dr, yes he is a Doctor, Satya Pal Singh, the junior 
minister for education who recently challenged Dar-
win’s theory of evolution evolved to his present lev-
el of dangerous ignorance on the shoulders of many 
howlers in the past. He, by the way, is also part of that 
parivar which has problems with girls wearing jeans. 
So the 20 MLAs from AAP have to go while we wait, 
bated breaths, for what horror drops from our MoS for 
Education’s mouth next. And no one sees a problem 
with this reality?

KATE PINOCK
theconversation.com

In Tanzania, if you’re a schoolgirl and fall preg-
nant, it could mean the end of your education. 

Even though successive governments have made 
a push for girls education, those that fall pregnant 
are routinely expelled from school, and prevent-
ed from returning. Most recently this punitive ap-
proach was taken to the extreme when school girls 
were arrested and may now be forced to testify in 
court as to who got them pregnant.

These harsh reactions are as a result of dated 
laws which bar teenage mothers from schooling. 
They are a drastic attempt to prevent pregnancy in 
a society where engaging in sex before marriage is 
seen as shameful, reckless and immoral. In 2002, 
these laws were updated to not only exclude girls 
for becoming pregnant, but barred them from re-
entering school once they become mothers.

Meanwhile, neighbouring Kenya has taken the 
opposite approach. Girls are actively encouraged 
to stay in school for as long as possible and steps 
are taken to support their re-entry after they give 
birth.

Tanzania’s approach isn’t working. According 
to government data, the number of pregnancies in 
girls aged between 15 - 19 continues to rise – in-
creasing from 23% in 2010 to 27% in 2015. This is 
higher than it was 20 years ago. Neighbouring Ken-
ya has not seen such rises, and teenage pregnancy 
rates have stayed at around 18% for the last ive 
years.

Despite the failures of the current approach, 
Tanzania hasn’t reviewed its effectiveness or con-
sidered replacing it.

International condemnation over the arrests 
also misses the real issues involved. These tend to 
present the pregnant teenagers as victims of sexual 
violence, obscuring the possibility of girls having 
any agency over their sexuality.

But teenage pregnancy in Tanzania cannot be 
reduced to either “bad behaviour” or “exploitation”. 
As my research shows it can also be an understand-
able response to poverty and restricted options.

NOT THE FULL STORY
My research with Tanzanian schoolgirls explored 

their experiences of sexuality, romance and school-
ing. Their stories were in sharp contrast to the 
dominant representation of girls’ sexuality as prob-
lematic and victimised. Girls spoke about sex and 
relationships not in terms of fear or passivity, but 
in relation to other hurdles and opportunities they 
faced. Poverty, male teachers, issues of respectabil-
ity and community all shaped their experiences of 
sexuality.

Schooling in Tanzania, as in other parts of 
the world, is viewed as a way to secure a better 
future. Girls are acutely aware of poverty and the 
challenges they must contend with in a patriarchal 
society. They feel family pressure to succeed from 
families that must cover the expense of uniforms, 
books, examination charges and tutoring. But 
poor quality teaching makes academic success 
extremely dif icult.

Girls reported various accounts of predatory 
male teachers who request sex in return for good 
grades. They declared their distaste of this prac-
tice, but for some this assured continuity in school 
meant the risk of pregnancy is viewed as a price 
worth paying. Given the odds stacked against them, 
pregnancy might be as much of a gamble as any.

Outside the classroom, girls also sought boy-
friends who would pay for school supplies and food 
in return for their affections. The important thing 
was that this happened in secret and therefore did 
not affect girls’ reputations. But the clandestine 
nature of the arrangements means that there are 
no real opportunities for girls to seek information 
about preventing pregnancy. Using contraceptives 
or even talking about sex was seen as “bad be-
haviour”.

RESPECTABILITY
It’s important to recognise the power of the norm 
of respectability. In Tanzania my research shows 
that it governs all social interactions, especially 
between younger and older people. Young people 
are expected to refrain from asking questions or 
speaking out of turn, and must defer to adults. In 
school, the girls I met were expected to be simulta-
neously hard working and ambitious; but not over-
ly self-assured, as this could also be interpreted as 
disrespectful.

But these social rules makes it dif icult for 
adults and authority igures, who might be well 
placed to provide guidance to girls, to develop the 
kinds of relationships that foster honest discus-
sions about sex. On top of this, being a schoolgirl is 
seen as being at odds with being sexually active be-
cause when one is still at school, one is still socially 
a child, regardless of biological age.

Instead, often with the best of intentions about 
protecting girls’ status in their communities, au-
thority igures (such as parents and teachers) re-
inforce social norms about respect, deference and 
“goodness” which can make it dif icult for girls to 
assert themselves in relationships.

Respectability is a particularly important form 
of social capital for girls. Communities are vital re-
sources for social protection, work opportunities 
and emotional support, and without respect and 
status, women become even more vulnerable to 
marginalisation and poverty. Protecting ones’ sta-
tus can therefore be a matter of life and death.

CHALLENGING THE NARRATIVE
The idea that girls who get pregnant have broken 
unwritten social rules about respectability, and 
therefore must be wilful and badly behaved, pro-
vides authorities with a rationale for punishing 
girls and their families for pregnancies. This narra-
tive must be challenged.

But veering in the other direction by describing 
girls as “victims” ignores that there may be reasons 
why they engage in risky relationships. It fails to 
acknowledge and address structural forces with 
which girls must contend. Girls already ind ways 
to navigate repressive norms about their sexuality. 
With the right support and knowledge, they may be 
able to push back against them.

This means support and training for those 
working with girls to de-stigmatise conversations 
about sexuality. It means encouraging parents to 
re lect on how they relate to their children and 
what lessons they learn from them about relation-
ships. And most importantly, it means inding ways 
to af irm girls so that they can pursue pleasurable, 
respectful and safe relationships.

[the writer is Research Of i-
cer, University of Oxford]

A LESSON FROM TANZANIA

Punishment won’t stop teenage pregnancies
because ‘bad behaviour’ isn’t the cause

JEAN TWENGE
theconversation.com

We’d all like to be a little happier.
The problem is that much 

of what determines happiness is out-
side of our control. Some of us are 
genetically predisposed to see the 
world through rose-colored glasses, 
while others have a generally nega-
tive outlook. Bad things happen, to us 
and in the world. People can be un-
kind, and jobs can be tedious.

But we do have some control 
over how we spend our leisure time. 
That’s one reason why it’s worth ask-
ing which leisure time activities are 
linked to happiness, and which aren’t.

In a new analysis of 1 million U.S. 
teens, my co-authors and I looked at 
how teens were spending their free 
time and which activities correlated 
with happiness, and which didn’t.

We wanted to see if changes in the 
way teens spend their free time might 
partially explain a startling drop in 
teens’ happiness after 2012 – and 
perhaps the decline in adults’ happi-
ness since 2000 as well.

A POSSIBLE CULPRIT EMERGES
In our study, we analyzed data from 
a nationally representative survey of 
eighth-, 10th- and 12th-graders that’s 
been conducted annually since 1991.

Every year, teens are asked about 
their general happiness, in addition 
to how they spend their time. We 
found that teens who spent more 
time seeing their friends in person, 
exercising, playing sports, attending 
religious services, reading or even do-
ing homework were happier. Howev-
er, teens who spent more time on the 
internet, playing computer games, on 
social media, texting, using video chat 
or watching TV were less happy.

In other words, every activity that 
didn’t involve a screen was linked to 
more happiness, and every activity 
that involved a screen was linked to 
less happiness. The differences were 
considerable: Teens who spent more 
than ive hours a day online were 
twice as likely to be unhappy as those 
who spent less than an hour a day.

Of course, it might be that unhap-
py people seek out screen activities. 
However, a growing number of stud-
ies show that most of the causation 

goes from screen use to unhappiness, 
not the other way around.

In one experiment, people who 
were randomly assigned to give up 
Facebook for a week ended that time 
happier, less lonely and less depressed 
than those who continued to use Face-
book. In another study, young adults 
required to give up Facebook for their 
jobs were happier than those who kept 
their accounts. In addition, several lon-
gitudinal studies show that screen time 
leads to unhappiness but unhappiness 
doesn’t lead to more screen time.

If you wanted to give advice based 
on this research, it would be very 
simple: Put down your phone or tab-
let and go do something – just about 
anything – else.

IT’S NOT JUST TEENS
These links between happiness 
and time use are worrying news, 
as the current generation of teens 
(whom I call “iGen” in my book of 
the same name) spends more time 
with screens than any previous gen-
eration. Time spent online doubled 
between 2006 and 2016, and 82 per-
cent of 12th-graders now use social 
media every day (up from 51 percent 
in 2008).

Sure enough, teens’ happiness 
suddenly plummeted after 2012 (the 
year when the majority of Ameri-
cans owned smartphones). So did 

teens’ self-esteem and their satisfac-
tion with their lives, especially their 
satisfaction with their friends, the 
amount of fun they were having, and 
their lives as a whole. These declines 
in well-being mirror other studies 
inding sharp increases in mental 

health issues among iGen, including 
in depressive symptoms, major de-
pression, self-harm and suicide. Es-
pecially compared to the optimistic 
and almost relentlessly positive mil-
lennials, iGen is markedly less self-as-
sured, and more are depressed.

A similar trend might be occur-
ring for adults: My co-authors and I 
previously found that adults over age 
30 were less happy than they were 15 
years ago, and that adults were hav-
ing sex less frequently. There may be 
many reasons for these trends, but 
adults are also spending more time 
with screens than they used to. That 
might mean less face-to-face time 
with other people, including with 
their sexual partners. The result: less 
sex and less happiness.

Although both teen and adult 
happiness dropped during the years 
of high unemployment amid the 
Great Recession (2008-2010), hap-
piness didn’t rebound in the years 
after 2012 when the economy was 
doing progressively better. Instead, 
happiness continued to decline as the 

economy improved, making it unlike-
ly that economic cycles were to blame 
for lower happiness after 2012.

Growing income inequality could 
play a role, especially for adults. But if 
so, one would expect that happiness 
would have been dropping continu-
ously since the 1980s, when income 
inequality began to grow. Instead, 
happiness began to decline around 
2000 for adults and around 2012 for 
teens. Nevertheless, it’s possible that 
concerns about the job market and 
income inequality reached a tipping 
point in the early 2000s.

Somewhat surprisingly, we found 
that teens who didn’t use digital me-
dia at all were actually a little less 
happy than those who used digital 
media a little bit (less than an hour 
a day). Happiness was then steadily 
lower with more hours of use. Thus, 
the happiest teens were those who 
used digital media, but for a limited 
amount of time.

The answer, then, is not to give up 
technology entirely. Instead, the solu-
tion is a familiar adage: everything in 
moderation. Use your phone for all 
the cool things it’s good for. And then 
set it down and go do something else.

You might be happier for it.
[the writer is Profes-

sor of Psychology, San Di-
ego State University]

What might explain the
unhappiness epidemic?
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KINDLY CHECH THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

K , J  23 (PTI): The 
Naga Students’s Association 
along with apex tribal bodies 
and civil societies today staged 
a rally here demanding solu-
tion to the Naga political issue 
before the Nagaland Assembly 
election on February 27.

The rally was spearheaded 
Naga Students’s Association, 
apex students body in the 
state. The Naga Hoho and Naga 
Mothers’ Association (NMA) 
also participated in the rally.

On January 18, the Election 
Commission had announced 

that election to the 60-mem-
ber Nagaland Assembly would 
be held on February 27.

Speaking in the rally, NSF 
president Kesosul Christopher 
Ltu said “the Naga peace pro-
cess vis-a-vis political dialogue 
is an issue which is going to de-
termine our future and if I and 
you do not have our say on this 
matter who else will?”.

He claimed that all mass 
based Naga organisations had 
appealed to the Centre for 
solution and not election.

“Prior to the Election Com-

mission declaring the election 
to the state Assembly, all the 
mass based Naga organisations 
voiced out in unison appealing 
upon the Centre for solution 
and not election. However, it 
all fell to deaf ears and creating 
room to seriously doubt the sin-
cerity of the Centre,” he said.

NMA secretary Lochumbe-
ni Humtsoe said every Naga 
wants peace through solution 
of the Naga issue.

The aspiration of the Naga 
mothers is for permanent 
peace that will bring change 

and unity, she said.
She said “Today, Naga peo-

ple is against the holding of 
election in Nagaland, NMA has 
also submitted a memoran-
dum to the prime minister to 
postpone the electoral process 
for sometime till the peace 
talks is resolved”.

Naga public wants solution 
and not election and it is imper-
ative for all Nagas to resolve the 
issue as Naga issue is more im-
portant than election, she said.

The NMA secretary urged 
upon the political parties and as-

piring candidates to refrain from 
contesting the elections by not 
iling the nominations to demon-

strate that Nagas are serious and 
we want solution not election.

Naga Hoho general secre-
tary Mutsikhoyo Yhobu said 
“20 years of peace process is 
very long, but Nagas have been 
patiently waiting for a settle-
ment, which will be honour-
able and acceptable to both the 
Naga people and the Centre”.

“Let us stand up to strength-
en out movement showing our 
resentment,” he appealed.

Rally demands solution to Naga political
issue before election

S , J  23 (PTI): 
Meghalaya’s noted 
philanthropist Honsen 
Lyngdoh died today at 
his home here. He was 
83. Lyngdoh was suffer-
ing from age-related ail-
ments, a family member 
said. A self-taught man, 
he had funded several 
road construction proj-
ects in the rural areas, 
much before the central 
government’s Pradhan 

Mantri Gram Sadak Yo-
jana came into existence.

He was honoured 
with The National Cit-
izens Award in 1992 
for his contribution to 
the development of the 
northeastern state. Lyn-
gdoh also owned several 
vintage cars. His 1904 
Model-T Ford was fea-
tured in Richard Atten-
borough’s Oscar-winning 
ilm ‘Gandhi’.

Noted philanthropist Honsen
Lyngdoh passes away

G , J  23 
(PTI): After demands 
for carving out Harit 
Pradesh, Poorvan-
chal, Bundelkhand and 
Awadh, a demand for a 
separate ‘Buddha land’ 
is in discussion in Uttar 
Pradesh of late.

The Poorvanchal 
Sena, a Dalit-majority 
organisation, is creating 
awareness among people 
for a separate Buddha 
land with 27 districts of 
Uttar Pradesh, including 
Shravasti, Gonda, Sant 
Kabir Nagar, Gorakhpur, 
Deoria, Maharajganj, 
Bahraich, Chandouli, Sid-
dharthnagar, Faizabad, 
Balia, Mau and Varanasi.

The sena started a 
campaign on January 1 
and held demonstrations 
in support of their de-
mand in Gorakhpur.

On January 20, they 
took out processions in 
19 blocks of the district, 
Poorvanchal sena pres-
ident Dhirendra Pratap 
said.

“Now we are planning 
to stage demonstrations 
in the villages of Gorakh-

pur next month,” he said.
Asked about the rea-

son behind the demand 
for a separate Bud-
dha land, Pratap said, 
“The population of Ut-
tar Pradesh is 18 crore, 
which is more than the 
population of many 
countries, and due to 
its vast area and heavy 
population it becomes 
dif icult to manage and 
govern the state.” 

Pratap further said 
people of the state face 
dif iculties owing to its 
vastness and development 
work is hindered too.

“We want to connect 
the state with Gautam 
Buddha as a large num-

ber of international tour-
ists come here for Lord 
Buddha and if the state 
will be developed keep-
ing this in mind, the place 
will become tourist hub 
and the development of 
the state will take place 
fast and youth will get 
employment too,” he 
said.

The demand for a 
separate state by the 
Poorvanchal Sena be-
gan 20 years ago and 
BSP supremo Mayawati 
in 2011 also advocated 
splitting of the state into 
Bundelkhand, Paschim 
Pradesh, Awadh Pradesh 
and Poorvanchal.

Though there were 

demands from different 
quarters, it was the BSP 
which had taken a con-
crete step by passing a res-
olution for division of UP 
when she was in power.

Mayawati had also 
used it to corner the Sa-
majwadi Party on de-
velopment, and law and 
order issues, maintaining 
that smaller states could 
be governed better.

Dalit icon B R Ambed-
kar, had recommend-
ed the division of Uttar 
Pradesh in his book 
“Bhashayi Rajya”.

Both the BJP and the 
Congress had supported 
the resolution brought by 
Mayawati in the House. 
But, Mayawati lost power 
in 2012 and her demand 
lost steam.

As the BJP-led NDA 
had carved out Uttara-
khand, Jharkhand and 
Chhattisgarh from UP, Bi-
har and Madhya Pradesh, 
respectively, it was be-
lieved that further divi-
sion of UP might ind fa-
vour with it but the party 
has been silent on the 
issue.

Demands to carve out Buddha land from UP arise

Ministry of Social Justice 
&Empowerment, Gov-
ernment of India which is 
nominated by Nodal Min-
istry as sole implement-
ing agency for the scheme 
across the country. 

Government of India 
started Rastriya Vayoshri 
Yojana (RVY) scheme for 
providing physical aids 
to senior citizens under 
BPL categories. For the 
pilot project, 182 dis-
tricts have been selected 
for implementation of 
the scheme. In Sikkim 
North, East and South 
Districts have been se-
lected as pilot districts. 

The scheme is main-
ly to facilitate in irmity 

caused by old age.
The eligible persons 

for this scheme are se-
nior citizens from BPL 
category, suffering from 
any of the age related dis-
ability / in irmity such as 
low vision, hearing im-
pairment, loss of teeth 
and locomotor disability. 
Such persons would be 
provided assisted-living 
devices. The scheme in-
cludes assisted living de-
vices like walking sticks, 
elbow crutches, walk-
ers / crutches, tripods / 
quadpods, hearing aids, 
wheelchair, arti icial den-
tures and spectacles. 

The above devices will 
be distributed free of cost. 
More than ive lakh senior 

citizens are expected to 
be bene itted under this 
scheme. As far as possi-
ble, 30% of the bene icia-
ries will be women. The 
devices will be provided 
with free one year main-
tenance by ALIMCO.

To become a bene-
iciary the candidates 

must have a disability 
certi icate, must have 
an Aadhaar Card and 
should have an income 
certi icate of less than Rs 
15,000 per month. 

During the discussion 
hour the District Collec-
tor informed ALIMCO 
of icers that South Dis-
trict will be covering all 
the GPUs falling under 
eight BACs and facilitat-

ing more than 2,000 ben-
e iciaries for which an 
advance fund of at least 
Rs 01 lakh would be re-
quired for the transpor-
tation, light refreshment 
and other miscellaneous 
expenditure for the ben-
e iciaries. 

As per guidelines and 
discussed in the meeting, 
District Level Commit-
tee has been constituted 
consisting of various of i-
cers to coordinate in the 
implementation of the 
scheme led by DC as the 
chairperson. 

A BAC-wise venue for 
conducting identi ication 
camps in various BACs by 
10 Feb was decided in the 
meeting, reads the release. 

South begins work on Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana
contd from pg03
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N  D , J  23 (PTI): Former 
pacer Shoaib Akhtar feels cricketers 
in India and Pakistan are being denied 
a chance to experience the historic 
cross-border sporting rivalry between 
the two countries due to politics.

India and Pakistan have not played 
a full bilateral series since 2007 in the 
wake of the Mumbai terror attacks in 
2008. A short series was played in India 
in 2012 but considering the current hos-
tility in diplomatic ties, resumption of full 
cricketing ties between the two nations 
seems highly unlikely anytime soon.

“It is terribly sad that cricketers 
from either side of the border are not 
often getting to experience the In-

do-Pak rivalry. Along with the Ashes, 
it is the biggest series in the game,” 
Akhtar told PTI.

“The cricketers are not getting a 
chance to become overnight heroes 
for their respective countries. Pakistan 
cricketers are adored in India, I myself 
have got so much love from India.

“I really wanted the current Paki-
stani crop to experience the same kind 
of love we received in India back in the 
day and showcase their talent,” said the 
lamboyant fast bowler, who considers 

himself fortunate to have been a part of 
many Indo- Pak battles.

He too made the most of his op-
portunities and became an overnight 

sensation in Pakistan by castling Ra-
hul Dravid and Sachin Tendulkar off 
successive balls during the Asian Test 
Championship at Kolkata in 1999.

“Indo-Pak cricket should happen 
but if it is not happening, one should 
move on and avoid making statements,” 
said the ‘Rawalpindi Express’.

As things stand now, the two teams 
meet only in ICC events. They clashed 
twice in the Champions Trophy in England 
last year with Pakistan taking sweet re-
venge of their league stage loss in the inal.

Refusing to blame anyone stake-
holder for the long halt in cricketing 
ties, Akhtar feels it will be status quo 
until the countries start talking again at 

the diplomatic level.
“I feel bilateral series won’t happen 

until bilateral talks resume between the 
two countries. And in the current sce-
nario, one doesn’t know if cricket diplo-
macy will work or not,” he explained.

“It is a bit strange and sad that it will 
be decided at the diplomatic level when 
it is often said the sports should be left 
aside from politics,” he added.

Akhtar felt neither of the two boards 
are to blamed for the current situation.

“Having said that, it is not anyone’s 
fault (the BCCI or PCB). Both boards 
want the series to take place. It is in 
their interest if the series happens,” 
Akhtar said.

Politics robbing current gen of Indo-Pak rivalry: Akhtar

J , J  23 
(PTI): South Africa’s 
most successful Test cap-
tain Graeme Smith is not 
sure if Virat Kohli can be 
a long-term leader for 
India and feels the star 
batsman’s leadership 
skills are not challenged 
enough by the team man-
agement.

“I don’t know, when 
I look at him, if he is a 
long-term captaincy op-
tion for India,” Smith 
said at a breakfast event 
organised by South Afri-
can television network 
SuperSport.

“At the end of this 
year, he’d have been 
away from home for a 
while, the pressure he’ll 
face, the scrutiny from 
the press - I know he 
only gets that in India - 
but if you’re away from 
home and you’re strug-
gling for form as a team, 
I don’t know if I’d want to 
burden Virat Kohli with 
that... Or if India have a 
better leader in that en-
vironment,” said the for-
mer opening batsman.

Kohli has been in the 
line of ire for India’s 
selection choices in the 
irst two Tests in South 

Africa that the team lost 
to lose the series.

Smith feels Kohli 
needs a person around 
him who can challenge 
his decisions in a con-
structive way.

“When I look at Virat, 
I think he needs some-
one in the support staff 
who can constructively 
challenge him and help 
him grow,” said Smith, a 
veteran of 117 Tests and 
197 ODIs.

“He has all the ca-
pabilities tactically, he 
knows his own game, he 
sets the standard in the 
ield for everyone else.

“I think if he had a 
really constructive per-
son in his environment, 
who could talk to him, 
make him think, maybe 
even challenge him with 
some different ideas, in a 
constructive way, not an 
angry or aggressive way, 
but make him think, open 
his eyes to other possibil-
ities, that would make 
him a really good leader.” 

Kohli is aggressive 
and expressive on the 
ield and that can affect 

his teammates either 
way, feels Smith.

“We all know he’s an 
outstanding player, his 
intensity really bene its 
his own personal game, 
he loves that confronta-
tion, that intensity brings 
the best out of him,” 
Smith said.

“But sometimes as a 
leader you’ve got to con-
sider how you impact the 
others in the environ-
ment, that’s an area of his 
leadership that he needs 
to grow. You can see, he’s 
often at his players. He’s 
very aware, he’s focus on 
the game is on, sweeping 
or mid-on.

Smith says Kohli 
needs to connect more 
with his teammates.

“But often his reac-
tion to situations... I think 
that can sometimes im-
pact on your team nega-
tively. We all know how 
powerful Virat Kohli is in 
world cricket, in Indian 
cricket.

“For him, he’s built 
this aura and for him 
maybe to ind a level 
where he can connect 
with all his players, to get 
to a level where can get 
the Indian team to be as 
successful as he is, that’s 
something that he, when 
I watch him, is grappling 
with,” added Smith.

S , J  23 (AFP): Jur-
gen Klopp blamed his players 
for becoming embroiled in a 
ight at Swansea City as they 

lost their unbeaten 18-match 
run to the Premier League’s 
bottom club.

Liverpool failed to grab a 
late draw to extend their lead 
over ifth-placed Tottenham as 
they lost to a single goal from 
Al ie Mawson -- and Klopp 
himself clashed verbally with a 
home supporter.

It was Liverpool’s irst 
defeat since October, but the 
points were priceless for 
Swansea, who cut the gap be-
tween themselves and those 
above the relegation places to 
just three points.

He said: “I am more frus-
trated about the performance 
than the result.

“We were just not good 
enough, especially in the irst 
half. We didn’t play how we 
wanted to play.

“We didn’t keep the right 
positions we needed to, to 
cause them problems and 
didn’t stretch them.

“We gave them the oppor-

tunity to score and then we did 
exactly what Swansea wanted.

“They didn’t need to play, 
they needed to ight and we 
did exactly what they wanted 
and their con idence grew.” 

Liverpool missed plenty of 
opportunities for their normal-
ly clinical strikers Sadio Mane, 
Mo Salah and Roberto Firmino.

They also came up against 
a goalkeeper at the top of his 
game in Swansea’s Polish num-

ber one Lukasz Fabianski.
The only goal came against 

the run of play in the 41st min-
ute when Mawson swept the 
ball in at corner and Virgil van 
Dijk had misplaced a header as 
he tried to clear.

It summed up an awkward 
league debut for Van Dijk, who 
had previously only played in 
one FA Cup tie since his record 
75 million move from South-
ampton. 

The frustrations provoked 
Klopp into his argument with 
a Swansea supporter around 
the hour mark and he admit-
ted: “He was shouting at me all 
the time but I reacted. I am a 
human being, not just a profes-
sional manager.

“I am sure I am not the irst 
manager who has a problem.

He probably has a season 
ticket.” 

Klopp added: “Swansea 

knew that to win today they 
needed our help and unfortu-
nately we gave it to them.

“They did the right things 
to deserve to win a game like 
this tonight and we didn’t de-
serve it. “We could have equal-
ised at the end, but didn’t have 
that luck.” 

For new Swans manager 
Carlos Carvalhal, this was a 
tactical triumph as he used a 
ive-man defence to deny Liv-

erpool space and then hit them 
on the break.

The Portuguese likes to use 
seafood metaphors to describe 
players as either lobsters or 
sardines, but this time he was 
borrowing motor racing analo-
gies as he left Liverpool on the 
hard shoulder.

Carvalhal said: “I talked with 
my players and said this (Liv-
erpool) is a really strong team. 
“They are like a Formula One car. 
But at 4:00pm in London it will 
be dif icult to speed, they would 
be a car like any other.

“We needed to make sure 
there was traf ic, we could not 
let them have open roads to 
drive in.

Klopp says Liverpool dragged into a fi ght

Not sure if Kohli can be 
a long-term captaincy 

option: Smith
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H  (N  Z ), J  23 (PTI): 
India would be aiming to put behind the 
disappointment of a irst-leg inal loss when 
they open their campaign against hosts New 
Zealand in the second leg of the Four Na-
tions Invitational Hockey Tournament, here 
tomorrow.

In the irst leg of the tournament, India 
got off to a good start with 6-0 win against 
Japan but lost 0-2 to Belgium in the follow-
ing match.

Winning 3-1 against hosts New Zealand, 
who had beaten Belgium 5-4 in their irst 
match, put the Manpreet Singh-led Indian 
team in the inal.

India topped the pool table with a total 
of nine goals, having conceded only three 
in the pool stage while Belgium scored ten 
goals but conceded six.

“As a team we have made progress match 
after match. We had four young players 
make their debut and even scored in match-
es which is good,” said chief coach Sjoerd 
Marijne about the team’s performance in 
the irst leg.

“We came close to beating Olympic Sil-
ver Medallist Belgium which gives us a lot of 
con idence going into an important calendar 
year for hockey,” he added.

Though his team lost a closely-contested 
inal 1-2 to Belgium, Marijne feels the result 

was a positive.
“You must understand that Belgium is 

here with their complete squad and they are 
one of the best teams in the world. Compet-
ing with them with the team we have here is 
still a huge step forward,” he said.

“The fact that the youngsters have shown 

con idence in playing the world No.3 ranked 
side gives me more options as a coach and 
it is this competition within the team which 
will help us grow,” he added.

Though there are positives Marijne de-
rives from the team’s outing in Tauranga, he 
pointed out that missed opportunities con-
tinue to dent his side’s chances.

“For me, most important is converting 
the chances into goals. We create enough 
opportunities but that’s not enough. We 
must score more goals,” he asserted on the 
eve of their opening match in Hamilton.

Skipper Manpreet Singh stated that the 
team is eager to put up an improved perfor-
mance here.

“Doing well against a team like Belgium 
will no doubt give us the con idence for fu-
ture matches but winning against them will 
be a big boost to young players.

“To be able to do that, there are areas 
that require improvement and we need to 
ensure we don’t repeat the mistakes we did 
in the previous matches,” he said.

“While doing well against a higher 
ranked team like Belgium, who we will play 
in upcoming major tournaments like FIH 
Champions Trophy and the Odisha Hock-
ey Men’s World Cup Bhubaneswar 2018, is 
a priority, winning against Japan and New 
Zealand has also been a plus point for this 
young squad,” he added.

D , J  23 (PTI): The 2018 edition 
of the Women’s World T20 will be host-
ed by Antigua and Barbuda, Guyana and 
St Lucia from November 9-24, the ICC 
has announced.

Hosts Windies will defend the title 
they won with an eight-wicket victory 
over Australia in Kolkata in 2016.

Stafanie Taylor, who was named as 
captain of the ICC Women s T20I Team 
of the Year 2017, won the player of the 
series award in India and is expected to 
once again lead the Windies in front of 
a passionate home crowd.

The three venues were selected by 
Cricket West Indies through a bidding 
process and have been rati ied by the ICC.

The preliminary round matches will 
be held at the Guyana National Stadium 
and Daren Sammy Stadium in St Lucia, 
while Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in 
Antigua and Barbuda will stage the two 
semi- inals and the inal.

ICC Chief Executive David Rich-
ardson said: “Windies women are the 
reigning champions and I’ve no doubt 
they ll be looking to defend their title 
on home soil.

“We are keen to build on the mo-
mentum from this summer s Women s 
World Cup and I m sure the players can 
rely on a warm welcome from the leg-
endary cricket fans in the West Indies 
and we’re all in for a great experience 

in the Caribbean,” he said.
Windies captain Stafanie Taylor add-

ed: “As captain of the defending champi-
ons, we are keen on defending our title 
and since we know we will be at home, 
we want to use this as an opportunity to 
welcome the world to the region for top-
class competitive Women’s cricket.” 

The hosts will be joined by Aus-
tralia, world champions England, New 
Zealand, India, Pakistan, South Africa 
and Sri Lanka who have all achieved 
quali ication.

The remaining two spots will be 
taken by Bangladesh, Holland, Ireland, 
Papua New Guinea, Scotland, Thailand, 
Uganda or United Arab Emirates, all of 

whom will compete in the ICC Women s 
World Twenty20 Quali ier in the Neth-
erlands from 3-14 July. The November 
event in the Caribbean will be the irst 
stand-alone ICC Women s World Twen-
ty20 after the past ive events were 
played alongside the men s event.

The Caribbean hosted the World 
Cup in 2007 and then staged the World 
T20 in 2010 when the league match-
es of the women s tournament were 
played in St Kitts, while St Lucia hosted 
the two semi- inals.

The inal in Barbados was played 
after the men s inal and was won by 
Australia when they beat New Zealand 
by three runs.

West Indies to host 2018 Women’s World T20

India open against New Zealand in 2nd leg of 4-nation hockey8.2 
magnitude 
quake hits 
off Alaska
W , J  23 
(AFP): A powerful earth-
quake of magnitude 8.2 
struck off the southern 
coast of Alaska today, 
the USGS said. Tsunami 
warnings were issued 
for Alaska and the west 
coast of Canada, the Na-
tional Tsunami Warning 
Center said.

The quake struck at 
9:31 am (local time) in 
the Gulf of Alaska, 280 
kilometers southeast of 
the town of Kodiak, the 
US Geological Survey 
said. The epicenter was 
10 kilometers under the 
seabed. Less-ominous 
tsunami watches were is-
sued for the US west coast 
-- the entire coasts of Cal-
ifornia and Oregon and 
part of Washington state.
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR AFFECTIONATE MORNING DEAR RESPECT DEAR HAWK EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:7 DrawDate on:21/01/18 Draw No:7 DrawDate on:21/01/18 Draw No:25 DrawDate on:21/01/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 91H 036 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 88H 24891 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 87C 55574

(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
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4th Prize Rs.250/- 0481 1657 6713 8228 8253 8543 9243 9348 9641 9855 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0358 4808 5196 5223 5405 5588 7530 8521 8611 9129 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0401 1852 2244 2747 4379 5231 8590 9097 9651 9733
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0038 0050 0055 0058 0231 0297 0300 0353 0766 0903 0050 0264 0292 0352 0377 0483 0492 0623 0629 0713 0071 0132 0227 0259 0609 0633 0742 0775 0787 0820
1056 1285 1326 1370 1407 1778 1835 1970 2005 2135 0831 0840 0930 0932 0969 1060 1211 1291 1429 1519 0954 0964 0989 1203 1261 1598 1782 1810 1828 1866
2287 2371 2612 2854 2905 3029 3058 3085 3086 3163 1626 1663 1668 1682 1730 1739 1930 2151 2374 2454 1918 1977 2000 2178 2254 2287 2408 2429 2453 2511
3207 3291 3387 3703 3949 4098 4120 4179 4330 4375 2484 2504 2641 2813 2955 3095 3151 3257 3306 3335 2633 2673 3295 3370 3656 3671 3788 3819 3987 4060
4461 4508 4516 4659 4680 4683 4704 4782 4801 4803 3500 3519 3680 3742 3765 4028 4055 4120 4124 4138 4089 4124 4166 4232 4325 4380 4382 4506 4560 4635
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8628 8687 8706 9000 9386 9441 9503 9646 9777 9857 9083 9106 9206 9255 9281 9380 9415 9589 9600 9810 8569 8823 9074 9398 9450 9454 9479 9523 9710 9816

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com
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 4970 4971 4978 4992 4993 5035 5069 5075 5077 5166  4778 4808 4843 4888 4903 4909 4988 5006 5033 5041
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 5827 5851 5930 5962 5964 5982 5995 6002 6012 6022
 6032 6047 6074 6126 6185 6199 6217 6225 6264 6266 Issued by :
 6278 6310 6331 6343 6361 6378 6406 6424 6446 6454 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,
 6534 6537 6602 6606 6638 6664 6671 6677 6704 6706 Government of Sikkim,Deorali-737102,Sikkim
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tifi cation (COI) 

under vol no. XII 
while travelling 
from jorethang 
to Hee Goan. If 
found contact: 
9593388546.

D , J  22 (PTI): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi today 
met Swiss President Alain Ber-
set here and discussed ways to 
deepen bilateral ties on the side-
lines of the World Economic Fo-
rum (WEF) annual summit.

“On reaching Davos, held 
talks with the President of the 
Swiss Confederation, Mr @
alain_berset. We reviewed the 
scope of our bilateral cooper-
ation and discussed ways to 
deepen it even further,” Modi 
said in a tweet.

Berset said the discussions 
marked the meeting of the big-
gest and the oldest democracies 
in the world.

Thanking Modi, the Swiss 
President said he would contin-
ue to strengthen “our relations” 

with India.
“First engagement in snow-

ing #Davos, PM @narendramo-
di met with Swiss President @
alain_berset. Two leaders had 
productive discussions on steps 

to further deepen our bilater-
al cooperation built upon our 
shared values of democracy and 
diversity. #IndiaMeansBusi-
ness,” an external affairs ministry 
spokesperson said in a tweet.

Sources said the two leaders 
are also believed to have dis-
cussed the progress on automat-
ic exchange of tax information. 
A legislation in this regard was 
passed by the Swiss Parliament, 
following which banks and inan-
cial institutions have begun col-
lecting data for the irst exchange 
that is to begin from next year.

Negotiations on EFTA (Eu-
ropean Free Trade Association) 
trade pact and the bilateral in-
vestment protection agreement 
were also discussed, among var-
ious business and trade matters, 
they added.

Modi, who arrived at the 
ski-resort today, would be 
delivering the keynote address 
at the summit’s plenary session 
tomorrow.

Modi meets Swiss President Alain Berset

The repatriation of tens of thousands of Rohingya Muslim refugees to Myanmar has been postponed just hours before it was due to be-
gin. Bangladeshi of icials said a “rigorous process” was required before repatriation could begin, including building transit centres and 

compiling a list of potential returnees for veri ication by Myanmar. Many of the 688,000 who led since last August witnessed unimaginable 
violence by Myanmar troops and pro-government vigilante groups. Rohingya leader, Abdul Rahim, told that they won’t return to Myanmar 
unless their safety is guaranteed. “If they try to force us to go back without meeting our demands we will refuse,” he said. “We would rather 
die here than die in Burma. If they say they will shoot us, at least we will die here in a Muslim land.” The UN agrees Rohingya must know their 
rights before they return.

B , J  23 (PTI): 
China is planning to 
build a 161- km-long, six-
lane intelligent express-
way by 2022 in Zhejiang 
Province in the east, local 
authorities said today.

The freeway, linking 
Hangzhou with Ningbo, 
is expected to increase 
the average traf ic speed 
by 20 to 30 per cent, 
slashing the travel time 
between the two cities 
from two hours to just 
one, they said.

China’s expressways 
have the speed limits of 
between 100 kmph and 
120 kmph, with the aver-
age traf ic speed estimat-
ed at 90 kmph.

The new intelligent 
expressway system will 
incorporate a monitor-
ing system as well as a 
warning system to main-
tain the safety of vehicles 
while increasing the av-
erage traf ic speed, the 
state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported.

“It will also include 
Internet of Vehicles tech-
nology, supporting au-

tonomous driving in the 
future,” said Ren Zhong, 
deputy director of the 
provincial department of 
transportation.

“We will make mo-
bile charging for electric 
vehicles possible on the 
super highway in the fu-
ture,” he added.

China had opened 
one-km section of its 
irst solar expressway for 

testing last month.
According to the proj-

ect developer Qilu Trans-
portation Development 
Group, solar panels, 
covering 5,875 square 
metres, have been laid 
beneath a part of ring 
road surrounding Jinan, 
capital city of Shandong 
Province in east China.

The road surface has 
been made of a trans-
parent, weight- bearing 
material that allows sun-
light to penetrate.

The panels can gener-
ate 1 million KWH of pow-
er in a year, enough to meet 
the everyday demand of 
around 800 households, 
the developer said.

China to build intelligent
‘super expressway’

W , J  23 (PTI): Claiming vic-
tory, President Donald Trump has signed a 
short-term government funding bill ending 
a three-day shutdown as Democrats voted 
to reopen the government after a deal with 
ruling Republicans to hold a debate on the 
future of young undocumented immigrants.

The stop-gap funding, which expires 
on February 8, passed both the Senate and 
House by large margins last night after 
opposition Democrats received a commit-
ment from Republicans toward securing the 
fate of hundreds of thousands of so-called 
“Dreamers” illegally brought to America as 
children.

The spending bill passed the Senate by 
81-18 and the House of Representatives by 
266-150.

The measure funds the government till 
February 8, before which the Democrats and 
Republicans need to agree to a long- term 
solution to the government funding and on 
issues related to illegal immigration.

Claiming victory in his standoff with 
Democrats, Trump signed the measure into 
law and government operations would re-
turn to normal today.

Thousands of federal employees who 
had been placed on temporary, unpaid leave 
since Saturday breathed a sigh of relief.

“I am pleased that Democrats in Con-
gress have come to their senses and are now 

willing to fund our great military, border pa-
trol, irst responders, and insurance for vul-
nerable children, Trump said in a statement.

He said he will make a long-term deal on 
immigration only if it is good for the country 
and will work towards solving the problem, 
once the government is funded.

“As I have always said, once the govern-
ment is funded, my administration will work 
toward solving the problem of very unfair il-
legal immigration. We will make a long-term 
deal on immigration if, and only if, it is good 
for our country, he said.

The White House said it is ready to ne-
gotiate with the Democrats even if there is 
differences between the two.

“We’ve been very clear about what we 
want to see in any legislation, and I don’t 

think that there’s a whole lot of daylight be-
tween where we are and where the Demo-
crats are. We certainly want to negotiate and 
get to a place, and we’re hopeful that we can 
do that over the next couple weeks, White 
House Press Secretary Sarah Sanders told 
reporters at her daily news conference.

Following Democrats vote in the Senate 
to end the government shutdown, Sanders 
said the Democrats realise the position that 
they had taken, frankly, was indefensible, 
and that they had to focus on irst fund-
ing the military, protecting Border Patrol 
agents, funding vulnerable children through 
the CHIP program.

Sanders indicated that there is no chang-
es in the position of the Trump Administra-
tion on this.

If people are unwilling to secure our 
borders, that they’re unwilling to end chain 
migration, unwilling to end the visa lottery 
system, unwilling to ix all of the problems 
that we have in our immigration system, 
and aren’t willing to negotiate and actually 
do things that ix that system, that we know 
to be problematic, then, yes, that would be a 
problem and certainly allow for future inci-
dents to take place, she said.

There have been four government shut-
downs since 1990. In the last one, in 2013, 
more than 800,000 government workers 
were put on temporary leave.

Trump signs funding bill, ending
3-day government shutdown

US asks Pak 
to expel 
Taliban 
leaders after 
Kabul terror 
attack
W , J  23 
(PTI): The US has asked 
Pakistan to immediately 
arrest or expel Taliban 
leaders who are carrying 
out terror attacks across 
the border in Afghani-
stan, days after the mil-
itant group attacked a 
landmark hotel in Kabul 
that left 22 people dead.

The terse White 
House statement came 
after the Taliban claimed 
responsibility for a ma-
jor terror attack at the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
in Kabul on Saturday that 
killed at least 22 people, 
including 14 foreigners 
and eight Afghans.

“We call on Pakistan 
to immediately arrest or 
expel the Taliban’s lead-
ers and prevent the group 
from using Pakistani ter-
ritory to support its op-
erations,” White House 
Press Secretary Sarah 
Sanders told reporters.

“In Afghanistan, 
where terrorists attacked 
a hotel in Kabul, such at-
tacks on civilians only 
strengthen our resolve to 
support our Afghan part-
ners,” Sanders said.

“We commend the 
swift and effective re-
sponse of the Afghan 
security forces. Afghan 
forces, with our support, 
will continue to relent-
lessly pursue the ene-
mies of Afghanistan, who 
also seek to export terror 
around the world,” she 
said.

Pakistan is facing 
mounting pressure from 
the US to take action 
against terror groups 
and dismantle their safe 
havens.

President Donald 
Trump has said that Pa-
kistan has given nothing 
to the US but “lies and 
deceit” and suspended 
about USD 2 billion in se-
curity aid to the country.

A spokesman for the 
Afghan interior ministry 
said yesterday that after 
the deadly siege ended 
on Sunday, security forc-
es also defused a vehicle 
full of explosives near the 
site of the attack.

Afghan security forc-
es said they had killed 
the last of six Taliban mil-
itants who stormed the 
hilltop hotel.

More than 150 people 
were rescued or man-
aged to escape, including 
41 foreigners, reports 
said.
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Don’t fritter away your 
time with a person who isn’t going 
to change his or her mind about 
something, Aries. This is one of 
those days in which you may end 
up wasting your time and every-
one else’s by continuing to insist 
that things be done a certain way. 
If you want to do something your 
way, then do it. If someone else 
wants to do something his or her 
way, then let that person do it.
TAURUS: More than likely there 
is a person in your world who 
desperately wants to get closer 
to you, Taurus. Confl ict is apt to 
arise tonight if you don’t open up 
and let this person in a bit closer. 
It could be that you’re quick to 
snap back with a forceful opinion, 
but be careful that you don’t scare 
them away entirely. This person 

wants to share more of an intimate 
space with you, but perhaps they 
just don’t know how.  
GEMINI: It may be easy for you 
to show up at a party or answer 
the phone when you know that it’s 
your best friend calling with good 
news, but where are you when the 
going gets rough, Gemini? Make 
sure you show your support to 
people in all situations. Don’t be 
just a fair-weather friend. Your 
loyalty to others may be tested to-
day when confl ict arises and tem-
pers get high.  
CANCER: Realize that your 
inner state of mind is quite 
apparent to people just by the look 
on your face, Cancer. Don’t think 
you can hide things from others, 
especially today. You’re better off  
just saying how you feel even if 

you think someone may be put off  
by it. Your emotional state should 
be strong, so use this to your 
advantage.  
LEO: Your opinions are apt to be 
strong today and you may feel on 
top of the world, Leo. Remember, 
however, that there are other peo-
ple who share the world with you, 
so don’t disregard them as you 
plow though the day. Expressing 
your thoughts should be no prob-
lem, but expressing your emotions 
could be a whole diff erent matter. 
Don’t push it if it doesn’t feel right 
to share them with others at this 
time.  
VIRGO: Realize that you may be 
controlling other people’s actions 
without even consciously know-
ing it, Virgo. This is one of those 
days in which emotional outbursts 

could explode in your face as a re-
sult of other people’s reactions to 
your pressure. Don’t feel like you 
need to take on the responsibility 
of everyone else’s actions. You 
may be having a hard enough time 
dealing with your own personal 
issues.  
LIBRA: Beware of unexpected 
circumstances today, Libra. The 
good news is that your fl exible 
attitude is perfectly suited to deal 
with the twists and turns that this 
day is likely to off er. While other 
people may get upset when their 
plans go awry, you’ll fi nd that you 
can surf the waves easily and turn 
any situation into a positive one, 
regardless of the way in which 
you planned things to work out 
originally.  
SCORPIO: Come out of your 

shell today and try not to be so 
aloof, Scorpio. You will never 
fi nd the exact path you want to 
be on until you explore the dif-
ferent options. The good news 
is that you should be feeling 
quite strong emotionally, giving 
you the confi dence to approach 
people with authority, thereby 
earning their respect and faith in 
whatever project you’re involved 
with now.
SAGITTARIUS: You may be 
wondering why everyone is get-
ting so touchy when you see this 
as being just a normal day, Sag-
ittarius. Cut other people some 
slack when you think they aren’t 
wearing as big a smile as you are. 
If you want people to trust you, 
you need to prove that you can 
bring yourself to the same level 

that they’re on. Show a greater 
understanding of other people’s 
needs.  
CAPRICORN: It could be that 
you don’t feel as if you can be-
gin your day until you’ve made it 
clear to someone that you have an 
issue that needs to be dealt with, 
Capricorn. You have a greater 
amount of emotional strength 
than usual, and you’ll fi nd that 
it’s important that you hold on 
to this feeling against all odds. 
Other people may try to strike 
you down with their words, but 
pay attention to what they’re say-
ing. Are they really focusing on 
the facts or just blasting you with 
their opinions?  
AQUARIUS: Don’t let another 
person’s small, thoughtless com-
ment ruin your entire day, Aquar-

ius. People may be a bit stingy 
with everything from money to 
emotions to time spent with loved 
ones. The more you tell someone 
else that they’re wrong, the more 
that person is going to reject your 
advice. In general, this is a good 
time to simply stay out of other 
people’s way.   
PISCES: You may be feeling 
a bit tired and worn out lately, 
Pisces. Don’t push yourself to 
do things when you know that 
your body needs rest. It could be 
extremely tempting to roll with 
the crowd and participate in all 
the fun. You don’t want to miss 
out on a single thing going on 
around you. Resist the tempta-
tion to disregard the important 
messages that are coming from 
your body. Slow down.
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24TH JANUARY 
1989- Ted Bundy:  The se-
rial killer Ted Bundy was 
electrocuted for murdering a 
12-year-old girl. 
1935- First Canned Beer 
Sold: The irst canned beer 
goes on sale “Krueger Cream 
Ale,” sold by Krueger Brew-
ing Co. of Richmond, Va.to 
the general public. Pabst 
was the second brewer in 
the same year to sell beer in 
cans and the cans came with 
a picture of a can opener on 
the side, with opening in-
structions. 
1939- Chile Earthquake: 
30,000 people are killed by 
a magnitude 8.3 devastating 
earthquake in Chillan , Chile. 
1961- Marilyn Monroe: The 
divorce of Marilyn Monroe to 
playwright Arthur Miller is 
granted in Mexico, where a 
judge signed the decree. The 
grounds of divorce were list-
ed as “incompatibility”. This 
was her third divorce 1st 
from childhood sweetheart 
Jimmy Dougherty, 2nd from 

DISNEY DYNAMIC: Singer Katy Perry seen with the famous characters 
during Minnie’s star unveiling on The Hollywood Walk of Fame in L.A.

legendary Baseball Star Joe 
DiMaggio. 
1965- Winston Churchill: 
Winston Churchill, former 
Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom, died aged 90 years 
old he was best known as 
leading his country through 
World War II as a great 
speaker and raising morale 
of his countrymen. 
1966- India Plane Crash: An 
Air India Boeing 707 crashed 
into Mount Blanc, the highest 
peak of the Alps with the loss 
of life for 117 passengers. 
1995- O.J. Simpson: The tri-
al started of O.J. Simpson for 
the murder of Nicole Brown 
Simpson and her friend Ron-
ald Goldman 
2011- Suicide Bombing 
at Russian Airport: An ex-
plosion caused by a suicide 
bomber at the Domodedovo 
Airport in Moscow kills over 
thirty people and injures 
over one-hundred people.     
2013- US Ends Ban on 
Women in Combat: The US 
Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta announced that the 
military would end its ban 
on women in combat roles 
in the US Armed Forces. The 
decision overturned a rule 
instated in 1994 that banned 
women from small ground 
combat units.

AAMIR KHAN’S 
SECRET 
SUPERSTAR 
MINTS RS 174 
CRORE IN 3 DAYS

Following the league of 
Dangal, Aamir Khan’s lat-

est release Secret Superstar 
starring Zaira Wasim has suc-
cessfully broken all box-of-
ice records in China. Look-

ing at the history, it looks 
like Aamir Khan is all set to 
impress the international 
audiences now. Mr. Perfec-
tionist’s ilm Secret Super-
star has crossed its lifetime 
business of India in just two 
days with a record-breaking 
opening. The movie has al-
ready entered the 100 crore 
club and minted solid Rs 174 
crore in just three days at 
the box-of ice.Just like Dan-
gal, Aamir’s Secret Superstar 
has also managed to win the 
audiences overseas and is 
expected to gross incredibly 
in the coming week. Dangal 
in total made a business of 
Rs 1459 crore in China, mak-
ing it’s total earning Rs 2000 
crore across the globe. The big 
numbers even gave Dangal a 
position in the top 5 highest 
grossing non-English lan-
guage ilms till date. It would 
be interesting to see if just like 
Dangal, Secret Superstar also 
manages to become one of the 
most successful ilms in the 
history of cinema ever. Aamir 
Khan quite clearly has become 
a household name in China.

It’s interesting to note 
that at Rs43.35 crore, Secret 
Superstar beat the irst day 
collections of Khan’s sports 
drama blockbuster Dangal 
(Rs14.67 crore), which is 
currently the highest-gross-
ing Indian ilm in China. The 
Nitesh Tiwari-directed ilm 
had made close to Rs 2,000 
crore in China.

Most importantly, though, 
Indian ilm stories resonate 
with local Chinese audience. 
Earlier used to Hollywood 
spectacles and local mytho-
logical and costume dramas, 
the emotional connect of a 
Hindi ilm is often great.

The singer’s single “Havana” also 
reached the top spot on Billboard’s 

Hot 100 for the irst time this week.
Camila Cabello is not just lying 

solo, she’s soaring
The former Fifth Harmony 

singer released her first album, 
“Camila,” on Jan. 12, and it debuted 
at No. 1 on Billboard’s 200 Albums 
Chart. The feat makes Cabello the 
first woman in three years to reach 
the chart’s top spot with a full-
length debut album.

On Monday, Cabello’s hit single 
“Havana,” featuring Young Thug, also made 
the jump to the No. 1 spot, topping Bill-
board’s Hot 100 chart after spending seven 
non-consecutive weeks at No. 2 and a total 
of 23 weeks on the chart. It’s the irst time 
in the top spot on the chart for both Cabel-
lo and Young Thug.  

The Cuban-born singer parted ways 
with Fifth Harmony in December 2016. 
Cabello opened up about leaving the pop 
group earlier this month in an interview 
with The New York Times.

Cabello explained that issues began 
within the group after she collaborated as 
a solo artist on Shawn Mendes’ 2015 song 
“I Know What You Did Last Summer.” When 
the artist showed interest in becoming in-

volved in writing music for Fifth Harmony, 
the disharmony intensi ied.  

“I was just curious and I wanted to 
learn and I saw all these people around me 
making music, writing songs and being so 
free,” Cabello told the Times. “I just wanted 
to do that and it did not work.”

The artist said she attempted to work 
on her solo album and remain within the 
group, but “the other members shut her 
out instead.”

“It became clear that it was not possi-
ble to do solo stuff and be in the group at 
the same time,” she added.

Cabello is the irst woman to reach No. 
1 on the Billboard 200 with her debut full-
length album in three years – since Meghan 
Trainor’s Title (also on Epic) opened atop 

the list. (Trainor had a previous EP, 
also named Title, which reached No. 
15.) If we count all initial chart ap-
pearances by women (including EPs), 
Cabello is the irst woman to top the 
list with her irst overall charting ef-
fort since Ariana Grande bowed at 
No. 1 with her irst full-length album 
— and chart debut — Yours Truly in 
2013.

Cabello also joins an exclusive club 
of female performers who initially 
reached the Billboard 200 as part of a 
group, and then later hit No. 1 with a 

solo album. Cabello was formerly a mem-
ber of the all-female vocal group Fifth Har-
mony, which claimed three top 10s while 
Cabello was in the group. Cabello departed 
Fifth Harmony in December of 2016.

Cabello follows Gwen Stefani (No 
Doubt), Beyoncé and LeToya (both of Des-
tiny’s Child), Lauryn Hill (Fugees), Patti 
LaBelle (Labelle), Stevie Nicks (Fleetwood 
Mac), Linda Ronstadt (The Stone Poneys), 
Diana Ross (The Supremes) and Janis Jo-
plin (Big Brother and the Holding Com-
pany). (Honorary mention goes to Selena 
Gomez, who notched three albums irst 
with Selena Gomez & The Scene, before go-
ing totally solo with the No. 1 album Stars 
Dance in 2013.).

THIS WEEK’S TOP 10 SONGS ON BILLBOARD HOT 100:
1. Camila Cabello Featuring Young Thug- Havana

2. Ed Sheeran Duet With Beyonce- Perfect
3. Post Malone Featuring 21 Savage- Rockstar

4. Bruno Mars and Cardi B- Finesse [remix]
5. Halsey- Bad At Love

6. Imagine Dragons- Thunder
7. G-Eazy Featuring A$AP Rocky and Cardi B- No Limit

8. Dua Lipa- New Rules
9. Sam Smith- Too Good At Goodbyes

10. Migos, Nicki Minaj and Cardi B- MotorSport  

CAMILA CABELLO BECOMES THE FIRST WOMAN TO REACH NO. 1 WITH DEBUT ALBUM IN 3 YEARS


