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Darj stir puts 
tea exports 
in jeopardy
K , J  23 (PTI): 
The ongoing bandh spon-
sored by agitating Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha in Dar-
jeeling has cast a spell on 
the prospects of exports 
of second- lush tea, con-
sidered to be the most 
sought after and pricey in 
the importing markets.

“There is no produc-
tion of second- lush tea 
due to the ongoing stir 
in the hills since June 9. 
This is causing concern 
among the exporters as 
they are staring at a loss 
of around Rs 200 crore,” 
chairman of Darjeeling 
Tea Association (DTA) 
Binod Mohan told PTI.

All the 87-odd gar-
dens in Darjeeling are 
closed owing to the ag-
itation, he said, adding 
that the crop loss would 
be 8.5 million kilogram.

“The entire sec-
ond- lush crop is export-
ed as it is the most sought 
after and fetches the high-
est price,” Mohan said.

All the established 
customers are really wor-
ried about the matter as 
Darjeeling tea is always 
on their catalogue for its 
premium quality, he said.

Mohan said that DTA 
yesterday wrote to all 
the stakeholders -- the 
unions, Tea Board, ad-
ministration and local 
traders -- expressing con-
cern about the prevailing 
situation in the hills.

“If this continues for 
long, it can have a long-
term impact on the fu-
ture of tea exports since 
the second- lush season 
generally continues till 
mid-July if there is no 
heavy rains,” he said.

Because of premium 
quality, the second- lush 
season accounted for 20 
per cent of entire Darjeel-
ing’s production and 40 
per cent of the revenue.

SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 23 J :

Gorkhaland! Every once in a while 
the cry rises from the ashes like 

the phoenix. Whenever activated, it 
plays in public imagination for some 
time, breathes a lot of ire, causes 
plenty of ripples and then goes back 
to sleep. 

But, like the mythical bird, it re-
fuses to die. 

Why?
The answer to the question is 

simple. Gorkhaland is a dream and 
dreams do not die.

Whether Gorkhaland comprising 
of two hill districts Darjeeling (par-
tially) and Kalimpong, is physically 
a realistic demand or unfeasible is a 
debatable issue, but the bottom line 

is, the aspiration is real and has been 
dictating the hill society for the past 
110 years.

Is Gorkhaland merely the de-
mand for a state? Not even those 
who are laying their lives on the 
line for the demand believe that 
all their problems would be over if 
Gorkhaland is achieved. Then why 
this overpowering emotion? Identity 
crisis is the answer. That propels the 
desire to have a land of one’s own, to 
belong.

That says a sense of alien-
ation works in the hills. It is an ex-
tremely touchy issue and spotting 
it is the key. Identi ied, it needs to 
be addressed, not by force or ap-
ple-polish, but through integration. 
Ignored, as has been for years, the 

sense of estrangement will continue 
to fester and agitations like the cur-
rent one will breakout every once in 
a while.

The political parties leading the 
Gorkhaland movement are mere 
engines lending voice to the peo-
ple’s aspiration. Yesterday it was the 
GNLF, now it is the GJM and tomor-
row it can be some other organiza-
tion. It is the people’s desire that is 
what matters.

Political parties are aware of 
the people’s desire and so they in-
voke the call periodically to stoke 
sentiment, grab power and then 
recoil, relegating the demand and 
the people to the backburner only 
to dust it back to activity some 
other time. That has been the sto-

ry of the separate statehood de-
mand so far.

It might be so, but the magnetism 
of the demand is so overpowering 
that it can bring foes together. See 
how the GNLF joined arch rivals GJM 
on the table in support of the de-
mand. That is an eye-opener.

Be it the movement of 1986–to 
1988 by Subash Ghisingh’s GNLF, or 
the successive agitation of the GJM, 
the people have stuck through thick 
and thin whenever the statehood 
movement was launched. They are 
doing so again despite the sufferings 
and inconvenience the protracted 
bandh has imported.

The resolve, however, never 
wears off. Dreams after all have to be 
chased, irrespective of the outcome.

In pursuit of a dream called Gorkhaland

First batch 
returns from 
Sherathang, 
second batch 
arrives in 
Gangtok
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 23 Jun:

The irst batch of 47 
pilgrims headed for 

Kailash Mansarovar Yatra 
in Tibetan Autonomous 
Region (TAR) through 
Sikkim was lagged off 
from Gangtok on 16 Jun 
accompanied by a Liai-
son Of icer and ive sup-
porting staff (local).

A week since, they are 
yet to cross over into TAR 
and begin their journey. 
And now, even the sec-
ond batch of yatris have 
arrived in Sikkim even as 
the irst group has come 
down from the acclima-
tization centre at Sher-
athang awaiting word on 
when they could contin-
ue their journey.

The yatris were sta-
tioned at Acclimatization 
Centers for two days i.e. 

16 &17 Jun at 15th Mile 
and 17th Mile and for two 
days i.e. 18 and 19 Jun at 
Sherathang. The next day, 
on proceeding towards 
Nathu La, they were de-
nied access due to land-
slide and road block in 
the Tibetan Autonomous 
Region. However the 
matter was never made 
of icial by the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA).

Meanwhile, con-
cerned of icials in Sikkim 
refuse to come on record. 
The Sikkim Tourism De-
velopment Corporation 
(STDC) is providing the 
logistical support and 
facilities for the Yatra 
including looking after 
their meals, lodging and 
transportation, but since 
the matter rests in the 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs jurisdiction, they 
are unwilling to com-
ment on the reason for 
the modi ication in the 
scheduled pilgrimage.

That state they are 
not authorized to divulge 
any information without 
any of icial announce-
ment or information 

Mansarovar Yatra
a week behind

schedule

turn to pg02

KJM VARMA
B , J  23 (PTI): 
China today said it will 
oppose India’s member-
ship in the Nuclear Sup-
pliers Group during the 
ongoing meeting in Bern 
as Beijing reaf irmed that 
there is “no change” in its 
stance on the admission 
of non-NPT states into the 
48-member elite club.

“As for non-NPT 
counties being admitted 
to the group, I can tell 
you there is no change 
to China’s position,” For-
eign Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang told a me-
dia brie ing.

He was replying to a 
question whether there 
is any change in China’s 
stand at the plenary meet-

ing currently taking place 
in the Swiss capital, Bern.

“I want to point out 
that the NSG has clear 
rules on admission of 
new members and the 
Seoul plenary made clear 
mandates on how to deal 
with this issue. With 
these rules and man-
dates, we need to act as 
they dictate,” he said.

“As for the criteria 
regarding admitting 
new members, as far 
as I know this plenary 
meeting in Switzerland 
will follow mandate of 
the Seoul plenary and 
uphold principle of deci-
sion upon consensus and 
continue to discuss vari-
ous dimensions like tech-

China says no to
India’s NSG membership

at Bern meeting

turn to pg02

DSP lynched 
by mob outside 
Jamia Masjid 
in Srinagar
S , J  23 (PTI): 
A deputy superintendent 
of police was stoned to 
death by a mob outside 
the historic Jamia Masjid 
here in a bizarre incident 
which drew all-round 
condemnation, including 
from Chief Minister Me-
hbooba Mufti and sep-
aratist Hurriyat leader 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.

Describing the inci-
dent as "shameful", the 
Chief Minister wondered 
how long the police 
would show restraint as 
she warned that there 
could be a backlash if the 
force loses patience.

Mirwaiz, who delivers 
sermons at the historic 
mosque in old Srinagar 
city's Nowhatta area ev-
ery Friday after prayers, 
condemned the incident, 
saying it was "outside the 
parameters of our values 
and religion".

turn to pg06

KESANG DOMA 
BHUTIA
G , 23 J :

Gangtok has inally 
made it to the list of 

Smart Cities to be devel-
oped under the Centre’s 
Smart Cities Mission. The 
third list of cities selected 
under the Mission was an-
nounced today by Union 
Urban Development Min-
ister, M Venkaiah Naidu. 

The new list of 30 cit-
ies takes the total number 
of cities picked up so far 
to 90 under the Smart Cit-
ies Mission. Gangtok has 
been selected after man-
aging to score the min-
imum qualifying marks 
during evaluation of their 
bid for the inclusion in 

the list of Smart Cities.
Gangtok MLA, who 

is also Parliamentary 
Secretary Urban Devel-
opment, Pintso Chopel 
Lepcha has expressed his 
happiness over the selec-
tion of Gangtok as one of 
the cities to be developed 
as a Smart City. 

Speaking to Summit-
Times, Mr Lepcha con-
gratulated the people 
of Sikkim and urged all 
the people of Gangtok 
to come forward and ex-
tend full support in mak-
ing Gangtok one of the 
best cities of the country. 

“The selection is a re-
sult of all the efforts made 
by the people of Gang-
tok under the leadership 

of Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling,” Mr Lepcha add-
ed. He also credited the 
Chief Minister’s persever-
ance and visionary leader-
ship for this achievement 
and further thanked those 
involved in getting Gang-
tok enlisted in the Smart 
Cities Mission.

It is learnt that the 
Centre was expected to 
announce the names of 40 
cities, but non-participa-
tion of Bengal and Mum-
bai brought the numbers 
down. Moreover, some of 
the city municipal bodies 
failed to score the min-
imum qualifying mark 
during evaluation of their 
bid for the Smart Cities. 
These 30 cities have pro-

posed a total investment 
of Rs 57,393 crore under 
their respective smart 
city plans. This includes 
Rs 46,879 crore for en-
suring core infrastructure 
in the areas identi ied by 
citizens for area based de-
velopment and Rs.10,514 
crore for technology based 
solutions for improving 
governance, service deliv-
ery and utilization of in-
frastructure. With this the 
total investment approved 
under the smart city plans 
of 90 cities has gone up to 
Rs 1,91,155 core. 

The Minister said that 
20 cities will be contesting 
for the remaining 10 slots 
under the Smart Cities Mis-
sion. These are; Itanagar 

(Arunachal Pradesh), Bi-
harsharif (Bihar), Diu (Da-
man & Diu), Silvassa (Dadra 
and Nager Haveli), Kavarat-
ti (Lakshadweep), Navi-
mumbai, Greater Mumbai 
and Amaravati (Maha-
rashtra), Imphal (Mani-
pur), Shillong (Meghalaya), 
Dindigul and Erode (Tam-
il Nadu), Bidhannagar, 
Durgapur and Haldia (West 
Bengal), Meerut, Rai Bareil-
ly, Ghaziabad, Sharanpur 
and Rampur (UP). 

Minister Naidu said 
that the selection of cities 
for smart city development 
is running ahead of sched-
ule and the remaining cit-
ies would submit revised 
smart city plans for illing 
up the vacant slots.

Gangtok on its way to becoming Smart

PRADIPTA TAPADAR
D  (WB), J  
23 (PTI): All the elect-
ed members of the 
Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration (GTA), 
including its chief ex-
ecutive Bimal Gurung, 
resigned today from the 
administrative body in 
the trouble-hit Darjeel-
ing hills with the GJM 
vowing to intensify the 
stir for a separate state.

The inde inite shut-
down entered Day Nine 
crippling normal life in 
the hills where an un-
easy calm prevailed with 
small processions sup-
porting Gorkhaland seen 
on the streets.

The elected mem-
bers of the GTA belonged 
to the Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha (GJM) which is 
leading the stir.

Gurung, also the GJM 
president, who was not 
seen in public for the 
past several days, ap-
peared before the media 
at Patlebas in Darjeeling, 
a party stronghold.

Taking a confron-
tationist stand, he 
said, “The agitation for 
Gorkhaland will contin-
ue. We have resigned 
from the GTA.

Our one point de-
mand is Gorkhaland. I 

will ight till the end.”
He said, “I am not 

Kishenji (Maoist leader) 
who can be eliminated 
in a police encounter. I 
have not taken up arms 
against the country. I am 
ighting for the identity 

of the Gorkhas and in a 
democracy I have every 
right to do that.”

Meanwhile, the evacu-
ation of students, strand-
ed in several boarding 
schools, took place today 
as the GJM had given a 12-
hour window till 6 pm to 
allow them to leave the 
hills safely.

The boarding schools 
arranged for buses to 
send the students to Sili-

guri in the plains, from 
where the guardians will 
pick them up.

Father Shanjumon at 
St. Joseph North Point 
school which has nearly 
400 boarders, said, “We 
arranged buses to take 
the students to Siliguri. 
All the boarders have 
been evacuated.”

Meanwhile, alleg-
ing that the police had 
opened ire in the hills on 
June 17 in which three 
GJM activists were killed, 
Gurung said, “We (the 
GJM) have the video foot-
age of the incident. I de-
mand a CBI inquiry.”

It was the state gov-
ernment which has vio-

lated human rights and 
slapped false cases against 
the GJM, he claimed.

A case of murder, ar-
son, assault on police 
personnel and conspiracy 
to incite violence on June 
17 has been iled against 
Gurung and his wife Asha.

Asked about the Cen-
tre’s response to the GJM’s 
demand, Gurung said, 
“Talks are on with the cen-
tral government and we 
hope something positive 
will come up soon.”

GJM general secretary 
Roshan Giri said that the 
resignation letters were 
being forwarded to the 
GTA principal secretary.

The party decided to 

burn copies of the GTA 
Accord, reached in 2011 
between the Union home 
ministry, the West Bengal 
government and the GJM, 
on June 26 and 27.

The state government 
had yesterday offered a 
dialogue to defuse the 
crisis with Home Sec-
retary Malay De saying 
that the doors of the gov-
ernment were “open for 
talks to restore normalcy 
in the hills”.

State education min-
ister Partha Chatterjee 
reiterated that the police 
did not open ire.

“They (the GJM) are 
continuing the agitation 

Elected GTA members resign, Bimal
Gurung vows to intensify stir

A protest rally at Sukna was organized today by Gorkha Janmukti Morcha which was joined by people of the area. 
The rally was held to protest the recent police iring in Darjeeling and in support of the demand for Gorkhaland.   

turn to pg03
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SikkimSCAN

from the MEA. 
The MEA organizes 

the Mansarovar Yatra 
during June to Septem-
ber through two routes 
Lipulekh Pass (Uttara-
khand) and Nathu La 
(Sikkim). A total of 350 
yatris had registered for 
the Kailash Mansarovar 
Yatra 2017 via Nathu La 
route which is to be com-
pleted in 7 batches. 

The irst batch re-
turned this morning at 
around 10:45 a.m and 
are currently boarded at 
Hotel Tibet here.

According to one of 
the yatris from the irst 
batch, Amit Chandan, a 
resident of Jammu, who 
is accompanying his 
mother on the pilgrim-
age, they had to lodge at 
Sherathang for two and 
half days  and one night 
in 17th Mile, waiting for 
any order(s) or informa-
tion from the MEA for 

the continuation of their 
pilgrimage. 

Regardless of this, 
he stated that the ac-
commodation and the 
basic amenities provid-
ed have been excellent 
and the yatris are still 
hopeful that they will 
eventually get to com-
plete the pilgrimage.

The second batch 
comprising of 44 yatris 
reached Gangtok on 20 
Jun and are boarded at 
Hotel Mayur. A couple 
from Karnataka stat-
ed that they have not 
received any informa-
tion regarding the com-
mencement of their pil-
grimage from the MEA. 

However the yatris 
have not lost their hope 
and are already involved 
in exploring the nearby 
areas for sightseeing. The 
Liaison Of icers have also 
not received any of icial 
order(s) or information 
from the MEA. 

Mansarovar Yatra a week...
contd from pg01

nology, law, legal and political 
aspects of non-NPT countries 
admission the group,” he said.

China’s repeated stone-
walling of India’s membership 
bid in the NSG has become a 
major stumbling block in bilat-
eral relations.

After India’s application for 
entry into the elite group which 
controls the nuclear trade, Pa-
kistan, the all-weather ally of 
China, too applied with the tac-

it backing of Beijing.
While India, which is 

backed by the US and a num-
ber of western countries has 
garnered the support of a ma-
jority of the group’s members, 
China has stuck to its stand 
that new members should sign 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT), making India’s 
entry dif icult as the group is 
guided by the consensus prin-
ciple. India is not a signatory to 
the NPT.

After a series of meet-
ings, China has backed a 
two-step approach which 
stipulates that the NSG 
members first need to arrive 
at a set of principles for the 
admission of non-NPT states 
into the NSG and then move 
forward with discussions of 
specific cases.

The Bern meeting is being 
regarded signi icant as it is tak-
ing place after Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin reported-

ly took up the issue of India 
s accession to NSG with his 
Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping 
during their recent meeting at 
Astana on the sidelines of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation (SCO) summit.

Asked about the cooper-
ation between India and the 
US on the Indo-Paci ic region, 
including the disputed South 
China Sea which was expected 
to igure during Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi s visit to 

US, Geng said the situation in 
the South China Sea is cooling 
down.

“With the concerted efforts 
of China and ASEAN countries 
the situation there is cooling 
down. We hope other coun-
tries especially non-regional 
countries can respect efforts 
by the regional countries to 
maintain peace and stability 
in the South China Sea and can 
play constructive role in this 
regard,” he said.

China says no to India’s NSG membership at Bern meeting
contd from pg01

YOGEN THATAL
S , 23 J :

A team of Income & 
Sales Tax of icers 

from Rangpo-Singtam 
division conducted an 
awareness-cum-seminar 
programme on Goods & 
Services Tax [GST] at the 
Bihari Dharmasala here 
today. The programme 
was organized by Mar-
wari Yuva Manch and 
Bihari Jagran Manch in 
collaboration with Com-

mercial Tax Division, 
Rangpo/ Singtam.

Commissioner-CTD, 
Sandup Bhutia, while in-
teracting with the stake-
holders and traders, 
made a PowerPoint pre-
sentation and informed 
about a new system re-
garding registration and 
returns under GST.

“The registration will be 
open on 25 Jun at the Com-
mercial Tax of ice in Rang-
po,” Mr Bhutia informed.

He further highlight-
ed the various kinds of 
tax to be paid as per the 
trade that is being car-
ried out.

However, due to the 
pertaining confusion re-
garding GST among the 
stakeholders and trad-
ers, which is probably 
caused because of lack of 
awareness on the same, 
the programme could not 
achieve successful inter-
action and conversations.

GST awareness session
in Singtam

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 23 JUN:

Bharatiya Janta Party’s 
Sikkim unit observed 

Balidan Diwas today in 
the memory of the found-
er of BJP, Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee, at the party 
of ice in Ranipool, East 
Sikkim. 

During the celebra-
tion, leaders and workers 
of the party took an oath 
to follow the path shown 
by the party founder, in-
forms a press release is-
sued by the Sikkim-BJP 
president, DB Chauhan.

The release informs 
that the party found-
er was born on 06 July 
in 1901 and graduated 
from Calcutta University 
and became a fellow of 
the Senate in 1923. He 

enrolled as an advocate 
in Calcutta High Court 
in 1924 after his father’s 
death and subsequent-
ly, he left for England 
in 1926 to study in Lin-
coln’s Inn and became a 
barrister in 1927.

“At the age of 33, 
he became the world’s 
youngest Vice-Chancel-
lor at Calcutta Univer-
sity and held the office 

till 1938. During his 
tenure, he introduced 
a number of construc-
tive reforms and was 
active in Asiatic Soci-
ety of Calcutta as well 
as was a member of the 
Court and the Council 
of the Indian Institute 
of Science, Bangalore 
and Chairman of the In-
ter-University of Board,” 
the release informs. 

BJP-Sikkim observes
Balidan Diwas

Man booked 
under SADA
G , 23 J :

A 23-year-old man has 
been arrested and 

booked under Sikkim 
Anti Drugs Act, 2006 by 
Rangpo police on 22 Jun. 
The accused, a resident 
of Bermiok, South Sikkim 
was reportedly inter-
cepted by the police per-
sonnel on duty at Rangpo 
check post. A driver by 
profession, the accused 
was driving two tourists 
to Gangtok from Siliguri. 
During routine inspec-
tion the police recov-
ered 20 bottles of illegal 
cough syrup which were 
seized. The accused driv-
er on the other hand was 
arrested and brought un-
der police custody after 
proper medical examina-
tion. The vehicle which 
the accused was driving 
was also seized by the 
police. 

9-yr-old 
sexually 
assaulted 
by teen
Gangtok, 23 Jun:

A 09-year-old girl 
from Samsing, West 

Sikkim was sexually as-
saulted by a 15-year-old 
boy on 22 Jun, reports 
Nayabazaar police. In-
vestigations revealed 
that the victim was living 
under the care of the ac-
cused boy’s family since 
the past few years. On 
19 Jun, the victim along 
with the accused boy 
had gone to collect fod-
der in the jungle when 
he forced himself upon 
the victim child. The vic-
tim later told her aunty 
about the incident who 
lodged an FIR against 
the accused boy at the 
police station. After the 
case was lodged, the vic-
tim was handed over to 
her legal guardian after 
proper medical examina-
tion while the accused 
boy was forwarded to 
Juvenile Home located 
at Namchi. District Child 
Project Of icer, West Sik-
kim and Probation Of i-
cers, West Sikkim were 
all informed about the in-
cident while a case under 
Protection Of Children 
from Sexual Offenses 
Act, 2012 was registered 
against the accused.

J , 23 J  
(IPR): The second coor-
dination meeting for the 
upcoming Bhanu Jayanti 
celebrations in Jorethang 
was held here at Green 
Park today. 

The meeting, chaired 
by Area MLA,  Health 
Minister AK Ghatani, was 
convened to organize, 
facilitate and coordinate 
the 203rd Bhanu Jayanti 
celebrations. 

The meeting was at-
tended by Sub Divisional 
Magistrate (Jorethang), 
BC Rai, Municipal Exec-
utive Of icer, Moti Rai, 
Deputy Chairperson Nay-
abazar Jorethang Munic-
ipal Committee, Pema 
Tamang alongside Gov-
ernment of icials, NJMC 

councilors, senior citi-
zens, Non-Governmen-
tal Organizations and 
representatives from the 
business community of 
Jorethang.

SDM Jorethang gave a 
brief introduction to the 
objective of the meeting 
and updated the gather-
ing on resolutions passed 
in the previous coordi-
nation meeting. He also 
highlighted the work of 
various committees set 

up for the celebration and 
their responsibilities.

Meanwhile, Mr Gha-
tani called on for active 
participation from the 
organizing committee 
and also presided over 
the dissolution of the 
previous committee. 

An open discussion 
between the of icials from 
various departments and 
the organizing commit-
tee was also conducted 
during the meeting.

Jorethaang continues planning
for Bhanu Jayanti

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 J :

Minister of Forest, En-
vironment & Wild-

life Management De-
partment [Government 
of Sikkim], TW Lepcha, 
inaugurated the Quality 
Control Laboratory of 
Silviculture and Research 
of FE&WMD [GoS], fund-
ed by Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries 
of India [Government of 
India] on 22 Jun, a press 
release informs.

Attending the inau-
gural function were state 
government of icials 
from various depart-
ments including Princi-
pal Secretary-cum- Prin-
cipal Chief Conservator 
of Forests [FE&WMD], 
Principal Chief Engi-
n e e r - c u m -S e c r e t a r y 
[Road and Bridges], 
P C E - c u m - S e c r e t a r y 
[Building & Housing De-
partment], Secretary 
[Rural Management & 
Development Depart-
ment], PCE-cum-Secre-
tary [Water Resource 

& River Development 
Department],  Secre-
tary-cum-PCE [Tourism 
Department], Secretary 
[Urban Development & 
Housing Department], 
S e c r e t a r y - c u m - P C E 
[Energy & Power De-
partment], and staff of 
FE&WMD.

Head of the depart-
ment of FE&WM high-
lighted the signi icance 
of the laboratory to the 
State for the overall de-
velopment by means of 
estimating active con-

stituents of medicinal 
plants, forest resources, 
farm produce and fur-
thermore.

The technical aspects 
of all high end equip-
ments were demon-
strated by the Principal 
Scientist [Silviculture, 
High Altitude Regional 
Centre-State Medicinal 
Plant Board] during the 
programme.

The data generated 
from the Quality Con-
trol Laboratory of Sil-
viculture and Research 

will extend support and 
basis for policy formu-
lation, upgradation of 
infrastructure within 
forest areas and farm 
sectors, health and safe-
ty for the qualitative 
and quantitative man-
agement. Furthermore, 
it will extend additional 
support to the micro-in-
dustries, entrepreneurs, 
and foster employment 
generation due to avail-
ability of quality testing 
facility within the State, 
adds the release.

Quality Control Laboratory of Silviculture
and Research inaugurated
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The people of Yuksam 
and adjoining areas 

on 22 Jun came out in 
large numbers to extend 
their solidarity with the 
victims of police iring 
that took place on 17 
Jun in Darjeeling. Hun-
dreds of people gathered 
at the school ground of 
Yuksam Senior Second-
ary School and took out 
a candle light procession 
till Changchup Chorten 
near Kartok Wodsoling 
Monastery.

It may be recalled 
that three people died 
and at least 15 people 
were injured in the clash-
es between Gorkhaland 
supporters and West 
Bengal Police personnel 
in different parts of Dar-

jeeling on 17 Jun.
With placards in 

their hands which read, 
“Justice for innocent 
people of Darjeeling”, 

“Let’s raise the voice of 
Gorkhaland”, etc., the ral-
ly culminated at Changc-
hup Chorten where peo-
ple and monks of Yuk-

sam offered prayers for 
the departed souls and 
thereafter, organized a 
candle light vigil as a 
mark of solidarity.

Yuksam holds solidarity rally for Gorkhaland

U  N , J  23 (PTI): India has 
voted against the UK to back a UN reso-
lution seeking the International Court of 
Justice’s opinion on the protracted dispute 
between Britain and Mauritius over a stra-
tegic a archipelago in the Indian Ocean 
where the US has a major military base.

In a major diplomatic blow to Brit-
ain, the General Assembly yesterday vot-
ed by 94 to 15 to ask the Hague-based 
court to examine the legal status of the 
Chagos Archipelago, which Mauritius 
maintains is part of its territory that has 
been unlawfully claimed by the UK since 
1965. Britain cut off the Chagos Archi-
pelago from Mauritius in 1965 before 
granting it independence in 1968.

The archipelago’s biggest island 
Diego Garcia is the site of a major Brit-
ish-American military base that is still 
in operation and served as a key US 
base during the Iraq and Afghanistan 
con licts. India was among the nations 
voting in favour of the resolution pro-
posed by Mauritius and co-sponsored 
by the Group of African States.

“As part of our longstanding sup-
port to all peoples striving for decol-
onisation, we have also consistently 
supported Mauritius, a fellow develop-

ing country from Africa with whom we 
have age-old people to people bonds, in 
their quest for the restoration of their 
sovereignty over the Chagos Archipel-
ago,” India’s Permanent Representative 
to the UN Ambassador Syed Akbarud-
din said in his statement to the General 
Assembly on the resolution.

Akbaruddin said India supports the 
draft and votes in favour of it, “continu-
ing with our consistent approach on 
this important issue of decolonisation”.

Speaking before the vote, Mauri-
tius Minister Mentor and Minister for 
Defence Anerood Jugnauth told the 
193-member General Assembly that 
the Chagos Archipelago has been part 
of his country since at least the 18th 
century, when France had governed it.

He said the entire territory had been 
ceded to the United Kingdom in 1810, 
and kept intact until the unlawful excision 
of the Chagos Archipelago in November 
1965. He added that information had come 
to light about British efforts to manipulate 
the international community at the time, 
and to present the United Nations with 
a fait accompli regarding the separation. 
Those facts alone should warrant a fresh 
look at the situation, he emphasised.

India backs UNGA resolution to
refer UK-Mauritius row to ICJ
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CONTACT
 Summit 

TIMES @
9832556698, 
9832369520

GRAND OFFER
RAMOLA CELLULAR

LALL MARKET ROAD  GANGTOK
APPLE  IPHONE MRP OFFER PRICE EXTRA OFFER
IPHONE 5C  8GB 31500 15000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE 5S 16GB 25000 19000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE  SE 16GB 39000 28000 (free cover & temper glass)
IPHONE 6S   32GB 62000 41000 (free  headset  move with 
   the beats . Rs.3499)
IPHONE6S  64GB 72000 51000 (FREE MINI SPORT 
   BT SOUND BOX)
IPHONE6S PLUS 16GB     72000        51500 (FREE  BOSE SPEAKER)
IPHONE  7 & 7plus  ( available on discount price )
OTHER BRAND AVAIABLE –
OPPO  / VIVO /GIONEE (free sel i stick ) (Samsung  xoami)
(GET DISCOUNTED PRICE OFFER ON ALL GADGETS   &  TRENDY  ACCESSORIES)

FEEL FREE TO VISIT US FOR FREE DEMO
CONTACT -  9832062684 / 9733115163 (limited period off er till stock last)

(BAJAJ FINSERV  EASY EMI 0% INTREST & PROCESSING FEE . ALL MOBILE HANDSETS AVAILABLE)

Gangtok on 
Saturday, 
24 June

Temp: 25°C /18°C
Forecast: Cloudy; 
an evening thunder-
shower followed by 
a little rain late.
Sunrise: 04:42 AM
Sunset: 06:34 PM

SIKKIM HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT BOARD
AWWAS BHAWAN, CHURCH ROAD, GANGTOK

No: 759 (SHDB)/ 2017-18/165 Dated:22.6.2017
AUCTION NOTICE

Sealed Quotation are invited from interested parties for sale of 
stocked materials along with Kutcha Ekra Structure at SHDB’s site 
at Setipul, East Sikkim belonging to Sikkim Housing & Development 
Board, on an “as is where is” basis.

The parties may inspect materials at site in presence of Board’s 
of icial (Contact No: 9593612409) at any working day in between 
10AM to 4PM before submission of the quotation. Quotation 
should reach the of ice of the undersigned on or before 12 noon of 
05.07.2017 to be opened at 12:30PM on the same day in presence 
of such bidder(s) who may be present. The highest bidder should de-
posit the full amount within 3(three) days from the date of opening/
approval of the quotation.

The Secretary, Sikkim Housing & Development Board reserve the 
right to declare the auction null and void without assigning any reason.

Sd/-
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER.
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Sikkim’s Roshna Ga-
jmer has been se-

lected by UNLEASH to 
participate in a global 
challenge on innovative 
ideas to meet the Unit-
ed Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (UN-
SDGs), a press release 
informs.  

SDG is the larg-
est global partnership 
agreement and develop-
ment plan for the planet 
ever made. It was agreed 
upon by all the United 
Nations member states 
in September 2015 and 
consists of 17 goals and 
169 targets.  

Roshna has been se-
lected as a “talent” along-
side 999 other talents 

selected from 136 coun-
tries across the world to 
contribute towards inno-
vative ideas for solving 
the UNSDGs. The com-
petition, which is a fully 
sponsored programme, 

will be held in Denmark 
between 12-22 Aug. 

“I am extremely hon-
ored and humbled to have 
been selected as a global 
talent among so many 
other talented candidates 

for this programme. I am 
both excited and nervous 
but am overall very happy 
to be part of UNLEASH,” 
she says.

Regarding the com-
petition and its implica-
tion thereafter, Roshna 
says, “India as a whole is 
positioned for growth in 
the coming times how-
ever there are also many 
obstacles in critical areas 
like health and education 
among others that need 
to be overcome in order 
for us to make India a 
true global super-power. 
A platform like UNLEASH 
gives an opportunity for 
people like me to contrib-
ute towards the develop-
ment of the state, region 
and country as a whole 
taking into account the 

UN SGDs.” The insights 
and understanding that I 
have of the local context 
will help me address is-
sues that might be local 
but would be prevalent 
globally. This along with 
the learning that I would 
get from this prestigious 
gathering would help me 
grow as an individual 
and enable me to create 
social impact for my peo-
ple and my country in the 
coming future.

Roshna Gajmer, 
daughter of Raju Gajmer 
and Pabitra Gajmer of 
Lower Arithang com-
pleted her schooling 
from Holy Cross Tadong, 
Gangtok, and a Bachelors 
of Engineering (Civil En-
gineering) degree from 
BIT MESRA.

Sikkim’s Roshna among global
talents to discuss UNSDGs
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Governor, Shriniwas 
Patil, granted audi-

ence to a group of 15 
teachers and 12 students 
from Government Junior 
High School, Raley Khe-
sey [East Sikkim] at Raj 
Bhavan today.  The group 
was led by Headmistress 
of the school, Dawa Dol-
ma Bhutia, a press com-
muniqué received from 
Raj Bhavan informs.

Ms Bhutia, while 
providing a brief pro ile 
and achievements of the 
school, also expressed 
her gratitude to the Gov-
ernor for granting audi-

ence to her colleagues 
and students. She said 
that it was the irst op-
portunity for her school 

to have visited and inter-
acted with the Governor.

The Governor ex-
pressed his happiness on 

meeting the students and 
teachers and said that Raj 
Bhavan is always open to 
students and students. 

Students from even the 
remotes areas in West Dis-
trict have visited and inter-
acted with him, he added.

He further felicitat-
ed the student achievers 
from the school who are 
studying outside the State 
under various scholar-
ship schemes.  He urged 
the students to dream big 
and work sincerely to-
wards their goals.

He also stressed on 
the need to inculcate en-
trepreneurial and indus-
trious attitude among 
students so that they 
grow up to become  inde-
pendent and self reliant 
citizens of the country.

Raley Khesey students calls on Governor

holding the hill people as 
prisoners. What they are 
saying is not the voice 
of the people. Doors are 
open for discussion. But 
they are fomenting trou-
ble,” he said.

“Why have they (the 
GJM) resigned (from the 
GTA). The term of the 
GTA will end on June 30,” 
he added.

Tourism minister 
Gautam Deb said the way 
the GJM was throwing 
challenges was not cor-
rect. “We know how to 
alienate and tackle them 
in a democratic way.”

The Calcutta High 
Court, during the day, 
directed that notice be 
served on Gurung by all 
means possible in a PIL 
challenging the inde i-
nite bandh called by the 
party in Darjeeling.

A division bench com-
prising Acting Chief Jus-
tice Nishita Mhatre and 
Justice T Chakraborty 
asked the Darjeeling su-
perintendent of police to 
serve the notice person-
ally on Gurung or send it 
to his of ice.

A police of icial in 
Darjeeling said Internet 
services remained sus-
pended in the region for 
the sixth day.

contd from pg01

Elected GTA 
members 
resign, Bimal
Gurung...
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An important meet-
ing of the Bhanu 

Jayanti Celebration 
Committee 2017 was 
held today at the office 
of the Gangtok MLA, 
Pintso Chopel Lepcha.

During the meeting, 
various issues pertain-
ing to the celebration 
of 203rd Bhanu Jayan-
ti this year were dis-
cussed. The meeting 
was chaired by the MLA 
Gangtok, who is also the 
Chairperson of the cele-
bration committee.

The meeting had the 
presence of Jagdish Shar-
ma, coordinator of the 
committee, Jiwan Shar-
ma, general secretary of 
the committee and other 
members of the Nepali 
Sahitya Parishad. 

Speaking to Summit-
Times, Mr. Lepcha said 
that Bhanu Jayanti is be-
ing celebrated every year 
but this time the com-
mittee is planning to or-

ganise and celebrate the 
Bhanu Jayanti in a differ-
ent and a grand manner.

He said that the com-
mittee is planning to 
celebrate Bhanu Jayanti 
with a special theme this 
year which will focus on 
remembering people 
who have contributed to-

wards the development 
of the State and Country.

This will not only 
help young minds learn 
more about their history 
but also foster national 
integrity, he added.

Addressing the 
meeting, coordinator 
of the celebration com-

mittee, Jagdish Shar-
ma said that the cele-
bration will also seek 
to make people aware 
about Bhanu Bhakta 
and his contributions.

The committee also 
decided to hold another 
meeting on 27 Jun to plan 
the celebration.

Bhanu Jayanti celebration 2017 to
remember heroes of the past

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 23 J :

Prominent Nepali lit-
terateur of Sikkim, 

Dr Shanti Chhetri, has 
been awarded Bal Sahi-
tya Puraskar by Sahitya 
Akademi-New Delhi for 
her contributions to chil-
dren’s literature in Ne-
pali language in India. 

This was con irmed 
by the Sahitya Akademi 
yesterday.

Dr Chettri’s poems 
are included in the syl-
labus of ICSE schools, 
junior high schools of 
Sikkim and open schools 
for Class X.

She has published 
three Nepali books for 
neo-literates and kinder-
garten children. 

She continues to 
guide students of CS Rai 
Junior High School in 
Arithang on environmen-
tal studies and literally 
ields.

She is already the re-

cipient of Bhanu Puraskar 
[1993], Madhusudan Sah-
itya Puraskar [2008] and 
Madan Smarak Samman 
[2016] for her contribu-
tions to Nepali literature.

She says, “Litera-
ture begins when a child 
starts understanding 
one’s mother tongue and 
gestures. They start lov-
ing nature and enjoy the 
surroundings and have a 
better understanding of 
it at a tender age with the 
help of simple neo litera-
ture [rhymes/poems].”

She adds that she 
feels honoured to be 
named for such a pres-
tigious award and has 
extended gratitude to-
wards her family, friends, 
colleagues and the soci-
ety for their support.

Born in Rhenock, East 
Sikkim, to Tulsi Prasad 
Pradhan and Devi Ku-
mari Pradhan, Dr Chettri 
currently resides in 
Arithang in the capital.

Bal Sahitya Puraskar for
Dr Shanti Chhetri

Strength-
lifting and 
incline bench 
press c’ship 
SUMMIT REPORT
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Sikkim Strength Lifting 
Association [SSLA] 

has announced plans 
to organise the second 
edition of Sikkim State 
Strength Lifting & Incline 
Bench Press Champion-
ship 2017-18 for Junior, 
Senior, Master and Dif-
ferently-Abled Persons 
[Men & Women] on 25-
26 Jun here at White Hall 
complex in Gangtok.

The association has 
invited participants 
from different gyms and 
health clubs of the State. 

The championship 
is aimed to promote 
strength-lifting and en-
courage youngsters to 
take up this discipline. 
The organising commit-
tee has invited sports 
lovers and people of the 
State to come and encour-
age young participants in 
the championship.

N  D , J  23 
(PTI): Family members 
of the 1997 Uphaar cine-
ma tragedy victims today 
met Delhi’s Lieutenant 
Governor Anil Baijal and 
requested him to rec-
ommend rejection of the 
plea iled by real estate 
baron Gopal Ansal for 
waiver of one-year jail 
term awarded to him in 
the case.

The Association of 
Victims of Uphaar Trag-
edy (AVUT) handed over 
a representation to the 
L-G saying giving such 
mercy to “rich and pow-
erful” people would send 
a wrong message to oth-
er wrongdoers in society.

The association said 
that the Delhi govern-
ment has already recom-
mended rejection of the 
plea iled by Ansal.

“We at AVUT request 

you not to consider the 
mercy plea iled by Go-
pal Ansal. Using discre-
tionary powers to pro-
vide mercy for the rich 
and powerful is sure to 
send a wrong signal to 
other wrongdoers who 
will doubtless be em-
boldened by any mercy 
shown to Gopal Ansal,” 
AVUT, in its represen-
tation iled through its 
president Neelam Krish-
namoorthy, said.

“We are relieved that 
Delhi government has 
recommended rejection 
of the mercy plea. We 
hope that you too will 
accept our request and 
recommend rejection of 
the same,” it said.

AVUT has said that 
Gopal Ansal, through his 
counsel, has iled a plea 
before the president re-
questing clemency and 

waiver of the jail term 
awarded by the Supreme 
Court and it has been for-
warded to the LG of ice 
by the home ministry for 
an opinion.

The Supreme Court 
had on February 9 direct-
ed Gopal Ansal to serve a 
year’s jail term while his 
elder brother Sushil An-
sal had got relief from in-
carceration with prison 
term already undergone 
by him in the two-de-
cade-old case of Uphaar 
ire tragedy in which 59 

people had died.
The apex court, in a 

majority 2:1 verdict, had 
asked 67- year-old Gopal 
Ansal to surrender with-
in four weeks to serve 
the remaining jail term 
of one year punishment. 
He was in jail earlier for 
around four-and-a-half 
months.

Uphaar tragedy: AVUT seeks rejection
of Gopal Ansal’s plea
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A What If in These Times 
of Whataboutery

Mirror, Mirror….

The bandh-induced moping around forces land-
locked minds held hostage to rumours and 

showboating to start ruing over depressing issues, 
and so it was with us. Has anyone wondered what 
would happen to Sikkim if the government were to 
pull away from its established role as the largest 
consumer. Not only is the government the largest 
employer, it is also the majority consumer of local 
services [by way of contracts and supplies and even 
events]. Why, even the bigger hotels lobby hard to 
host departmental seminars and workshops, the 
sharpest of entrepreneurs want to get into the gov-
ernment supply business and the best profession-
als aim for a slot in the government machinery.

Granted, given Sikkim’s small population, busi-
ness models with the State as the end-user makes 
economic sense, but surely, there are many other 
small regions which are doing well for themselves 
without such excessive state patronage and might 
even prefer that ubiquitous government thinned 
out a bit. In Sikkim, however, a situation has been 
created wherein the government is expected, re-
quired even, to play the role of the policy-maker, 
the executer, the NGO, the entrepreneur, consumer 
and even the civil society.

Of course, it would be wonderful if the govern-
ment could essay all these roles. Fact, however, 
remains that it can’t. But the expectations remain, 
and when forced to reach out in so many directions, 
two things happen – nothing gets done well enough 
and the ine line that divides concerned governance 
from overbearing in luence gets crossed frequent-
ly. A Human Development Report prepared by  the 
State Government itself records that 30% of the 
families in Sikkim have at least one direct member 
employed in a government department! This, even 
armchair commentators will tell you, is the reason 
why a Civil Society is so under-developed here – 
since there are that many fewer people around who 
can respond with their conscience rather than pay-
cheque or transfer worries.

When the powers-that-be are expected to take 
care of everything, they are made more power-
ful than is desirable in a democracy. The setting 
is perfect for corruption and nepotism to lourish 
and the two have become synonymous with Sik-
kim not because the politician-bureaucrat nexus 
is especially corrupt here, but because they are of-
fered more chances to be so. What one has to also 
realise is that it is not just the bureaucrat-politician 
combined which is corrupt. Also in the nexus are 
private people. From the truck driver who siphons 
away 10 kilos of cement from each bag he ferries to 
the supplier who in lates his invoice and short-sup-
plies on the order, all are guilty of plundering the 
State treasury. Agreed, there is a much bigger game 
afoot in bigger projects which we do not even get to 
hear of, but the fact remains that the plunder goes 
on at every level. Every Sikkimese who uses his 
contacts to win the award of some GCI sheets for 
his/her greenhouse by getting enumerated in the 
Below Poverty Line list is guilty of contributing to 
the corpus of corruption. In doing so he/she also 
loses the right to protest against corruption unless 
willing to also share the punishment. Every local 
who sublets a trade-licence or sells away a contract, 
compromises local protection, that favourite obses-
sion, and weakens governance that can deliver it. 

JAROSLAV FIALA
theconversation.com

Bad working conditions in the ield of academia 
are gaining attention across the world. In the 

UK, researchers and university staff have launched 
campaigns to ight labour casualisation. In the US, 
graduate assistants are seeking to unionise for fair 
pay and bene its.

In the Czech Republic, however, the subject is 
practically non-existent. The Czech government 
spends less than 1.5% of its GDP on tertiary educa-
tion, which is less than the OECD average.

This underfunded system of 26 public and 40 
private universities provides terrible material con-
ditions for graduate students, but neither the me-
dia nor academia itself has taken much note.

This article, co-authored by a professor at the 
nation’s largest university and a student member 
of that institution’s academic 
senate, is one of the irst at-
tempts to outline the challeng-
es faced by young Czech aca-
demics and intellectuals today.

“THIS LIFE ISN’T 
WORTH A DAMN”

Michal, 32, is working to-
wards a PhD in history at 
Charles University. The rent 
for his lat in Prague was a 
stretch when he was em-
ployed in the private sector, 
but now that he is working in 
the humanities it has become 
a serious burden.

Between teaching at a uni-
versity and participating in 
research projects at the Acad-
emy of Sciences, Michal barely 
makes ends meet.

“I often sleep only three or four hours a day. I 
don’t have the time for anything,” he told us recent-
ly at an interview in a Prague coffee house. “Since 
January, I have taken sick leave three times, if you 
consider having to defend grant requests, working 
into the night, health issues and inishing up the 
lat…. This life isn’t worth a damn.”

This lifestyle of holding down several gigs at 
once is typical for young Czech academics.

A part-time contract does not pay enough to 
survive, and a full-time job doesn’t offer much 
more. Salaries also differ vastly from institution to 
institution and often have little correlation with ex-
perience or quali ications.
“DEFINITELY MORE THAN 40 HOURS A WEEK”

Petr, 35, is an assistant professor at Charles Uni-
versity, who earns 17,500 Czech crowns a month 
(about €660), a reminder that wages in the Czech 
Republic remain low despite economic growth.

He shared the details of his working life with us 
in February 2017 in his of ice:

“I work full-time, meaning ive lectures a week, 
one or two of them in English. Apart from that, I’ve 
got consulting hours, seminars, I have to read and 
supervise students’ theses and do a lot of admin-
istrative work, making it hard to estimate my ex-
act working hours. It is de initely more than 40 a 

week, though.”
To pay the bills, Petr also teaches at another 

school and does translations. He is yet another 
example of the conditions faced by doctoral stu-
dents in the Czech education system. A 2015 study 
showed that many young intellectuals soon leave 
their ield.

STATE-ORDERED POVERTY
The system is a re lection of both the historical op-
timism and neoliberal thinking prevalent after the 
collapse of the Soviet bloc in 1991.

In the early 1990s, the Czech ministry of educa-
tion made the decision to prioritise limited funding 
for the “hard” disciplines, like economics, medicine, 
law and technical education, under the assumption 
that these ields were more useful for the market.

Humanities scholars, public of icials imagined, 
needed just a bit of bread, a glass of water, paper 
and a pencil to do their work – a romanticised idea 

of intellectualism inspired by the fall of the Iron 
Curtain in 1989. 

This idea was reinforced by the economic de-
mand coef icient theory (known by its Czech ab-
breviation KEN), which stipulates that the human-
ities and the social sciences are not economically 
demanding. That is, they do not need much money 
to function effectively.

And so, almost for 30 years, the humanities 
have been given the fewest resources in the Czech 
Republic’s already meagre higher education bud-
get.

There are few exceptions to this rule and many 
victims, including the Faculty of Arts in Prague. Al-
though the school is widely regarded as the best 
humanities institution in the country – hosting 
thousands of students and producing hundreds of 
future diplomats, writers and translators each year 
– the vast majority of its more than 40 departments 
have a KEN of one, which is the lowest. 

Arabic is another casualty. It’s hard to study a 
language without books or trips abroad, and yet to-
day the Czech government is asking where all the 
Middle East scholars are when we need them. (Our 
best guess: making good money working for Ama-
zon’s global retail empire.)

BRAIN DRAIN
Though the bad working conditions of academics 

is not a subject of much public debate, the role of 
intellectuals in Czech society is.

For some in this post-communist country, in-
tellectuals are elitist, removed from the “common 
folk”. Others praise intellectuals as nonconformist 
critical dissidents and “prophets”.

But the Czech Republic’s treatment of its intel-
lectual class raises existential concerns about brain 
drain and the loss of revolutionary fervour. 

Imagine that a motivated PhD student should 
appear on the scene – a talented and poetic writer 
with a dissident’s spirit. Today, that person is more 
likely to forego an academic’s poverty wages and 
work abroad than to become another Vaclav Havel.

For a young nation like the Czech Republic, that 
is not good. We need intellectuals to challenge au-
thority, stimulate critical thinking and help build an 
open society.

IS THERE HOPE FOR INTELLECTUALS?
Why has nothing has been 
done to ix this three-decade-
old problem?

Unfortunately, the scarci-
ty of resources has sparked 
competition rather than stra-
tegic thinking. As schools are 
forced to compete for miserly 
bits of funding, departments 
plot among and against 
themselves, entrenching in-
equalities.

The daily jockeying for 
positions, projects and jobs 
has fomented frustration and 
undermined the solidarity 
needed to improve wages and 
budgets. That makes it harder 
for organised labour, which 
we see as the only way out of 

this mess, to do its job.
The Czech university education system has one 

large labour union with branches at every univer-
sity. It is a relatively marginalised entity that deals 
mostly with administrative issues and workers’ 
rights. Its fate re lects the post-Soviet vision of 
unions as a dangerous communist legacy and an 
obstacle to economic growth.

Still, there is a chance. The union’s strength lies 
in inter-university cooperation: one branch in one 
school cannot do much, but working together, sev-
eral branches could exert substantial pressure on 
the higher echelons of university administration.

There are also student associations whose 
members organise discussions and public events 
about precarious working conditions, which have 
experience dealing with the authorities. Under-
graduates will quite soon be affected by the same 
problems as PhD students and young professors, so 
they, too, have an interest in ighting for basic rights 
such as digni ied wages, secure labour conditions 
and shorter working hours.

With co-operation, organisation and mobilisa-
tion, Czech academics can achieve a better exis-
tence. It’s either that or a life of stress and pover-
ty. Hopefully intellectuals will be smart enough to 
choose the right path.

[the writer is Political Scientist , Charles University]

‘This life isn’t worth a damn’: the precarious 
existence of Czech intellectuals

“Hanging Man” by David Cerny - Uncertainty about intellectualism in the 20th century.

BENJAMIN ISAKHAN & JOSE 
ANTONIO GONZALEZ ZARANDONA
theconversation.com

On June 29 2014 – nearly three years 
ago to the day – Abu Bakr al-Bagh-

dadi took the pulpit at the Great Mosque 
of Al-Nuri in Mosul in northern Iraq. He 
announced the creation of a new Islamic 
State that stretched across the borders 
of Iraq and Syria. Declaring himself Ca-
liph Ibrahim, the leader of all Muslims, 
he implored the faithful from across the 
world to make the pilgrimage to come 
and serve.

A few days ago, in the midst of 
what are likely to be the inal stages in 
the Battle for Mosul, the Islamic State 
appears to have destroyed the Great 
Mosque of Al-Nuri and its iconic lean-
ing minaret.

As the Iraqi poet Ahmed Zaidan has 
said, the Great Mosque was not only 
a signi icant cultural heritage site for 
Muslims in general, but it was also re-
garded as an essential part of the Mo-
sul skyline - a symbol of the city’s long 
past and diverse communities. The 
building itself was erected in 1172 by 
the great Nur Al-Din ibn Zengi (1118-
1174), widely regarded as the man who 
launched the irst successful holy war 
against Western crusaders.

Although there are con licting 
reports about who destroyed the 
mosque – the IS blames American air-
strikes – the available footage online 
suggests the site was bombed with ex-
plosives from the inside. Such destruc-
tion certainly its with their pattern of 
the Islamic State’s aggressive destruc-

tion of religious imagery, as we have 
described recently.

It would be cynical and unwise to 
dismiss the destruction of the Great 
Mosque as a last desperate effort by 
the IS, a it of rage in the face of im-
minent defeat. From their inception, 
the IS have been engaged as much in 
a symbolic war as they have a military 
one. And as their capacity to hold and 
defend territory shrinks, this war be-
comes key to expressing their power 

and ideology and imploring their ad-
herents to continue the ight.

An attack on heritage, an attack on 
Mosul

The IS has been involved in the de-
liberate destruction of sites that are held 
most dear by local populations. A key 
reason for this is to discourage the mil-
lions of refugees and displaced from re-
turning and re-building their fragile and 
cosmopolitan communities.

As our ongoing research, which in-
cludes interviews with displaced Iraqis 

from Mosul, is starting to reveal, many 
Yezidi and Christians have claimed that 
they will not go back to their tradition-
al homelands. This is in no small part 
because their sacred sites – their spir-
itual connection to the place and their 
heritage – have been so systematically 
ruptured by the IS’s destruction.

The Great Mosque of Mosul is no 
different. The people of Mosul – and 
more broadly of Iraq – were extreme-
ly proud of the mosque and its leaning 

minaret, which appears on the 10,000 
Iraqi dinar banknote. They will lament 
the destruction of the mosque in much 
the same way that they continue to 
mourn the countless archaeological 
sites and churches that the IS has de-
stroyed.

Another key reason to destroy the 
Great Mosque of Al-Nuri is that it has 
already yielded them news attention 
from across the world. By destroying 
the mosque, the IS are drawing atten-
tion to the fact that many in the West 

might care more about the destruction 
of a mosque than the horri ic human 
tragedies unfolding every day in Iraq. 
Such an attack is therefore also an at-
tack on the “Western” ideology that 
values the preservation of heritage 
such as the mosque.

Finally, when Mosul is eventually 
re-taken from the IS it will be the prod-
uct of a long and complex battle by a 
combination of Shia, Kurds and what 
the IS sees as crusaders (Westerners). It 
would be a disastrous symbol of defeat 
for the IS if such forces were to take the 
pulpit in the Grand Mosque and declare 
victory over the Caliphate. To destroy 
the mosque is to deprive their enemies 
of this opportunity.

The destruction of heritage is al-
ways deplorable, and forces us to ask 
how we value the past and what we can 
learn from it. However, heritage is also 
about the future - it is a fundamental 
part of the recovery of societies which 
have been affected by war and con lict; 
it is the glue that holds together such 
fragile and diverse communities.

The destruction of the Great 
Mosque is not only an attack on the so-
cial fabric of Mosul, it is also a deeper 
attack on the Iraqi people; a symbol 
of the many challenges that lie ahead 
as they try to re-build a peaceful and 
positive future after the horrors of the 
Islamic State.

[Benjamin Isakhan  is Associate Profes-
sor of Politics and Policy, Deakin Univer-
sity; Jose Antonio Gonzalez Zarandona is 
Associate Research Fellow, Heritage De-
struction Specialist, Deakin University]

Destroying Mosul’s Great Mosque: Islamic 
State’s symbolic war to the end

N  D , J  22 (PTI): 
The government today said 
all Indians in Qatar are safe 
and secure and special lights 
are being operated to facili-
tate travel of those who want 
to come home as connectivity 
from that country has been hit 
due to restrictions imposed on 
it by several nations.

“It is not an evacuation. 
There is no need for evacu-
ation. Indians there are safe 
and secure. There are region-
al political developments be-
cause of which there is a prob-
lem in connectivity,” External 
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson 
Gopal Baglay said.

He was reacting to some 
reports that Indians are being 
evacuated from that country.

Baglay said special lights 
are being operated as many 
Indians who are in Qatar and 
other countries wish to travel 
to India during the Ramzan 

period and for Eid.
“We are aware of that 

there are certain dif iculties 
in Qatar’s connectivity with 
its neighbours and therefore 
some of the Indians who wish 
to travel to India cannot get 
those connecting lights to 
travel to India.

“In view of the situation, it 
has been decided to have ad-
ditional commercial lights,” 
he said.

The government has asked 
Air India and Jet Airways to 
operate additional temporary 
lights to Doha to meet the mas-

sive demand ahead of Eid, due 
to a ban on Qatari carriers by 
some middle-eastern nations.

“The additional lights to 
Qatar are to cater to Eid/ school 
vacation traf ic. It shouldn’t be 
seen as evacuation as reported 
at some places,” Civil Aviation 
Minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju 
tweeted.

No evacuation of Indians 
required from Qatar: MEA
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Kutse Shegu
The Kutse shegu of  late Palden  
Yeshey Lepcha who left for 
heavenly abode on 11th of  May 
2017 falls on 28th June 2017 
[Wednesday]. All the relatives 
well wishers & friends are re-
quested to join us for offering 
prayers to the departed soul at 
our residence at Pamrang Gaon, 
Upper Tathangchen, Chandmari,Ganton,  East 
Sikkim. We take this opportunity to express our 
sincere gratitude towards those who extended 
their support during the time of  bereavement.

(Daughters) Mrs. Dikit Ongmu Lepcha, Mrs. Padma 
Lhanzey Lepcha,Mrs Passang Choden Lepcha,Mrs. Sonam 

Choden Lepcha and Hissey Shalden Lepcha. Tenzing Wangyal 
Lepcha (grandson) contact No.8768772413/ 9609868265.

G , J  23 (PTI): 
Litterateurs of over 20 lan-
guages of the North East 
are taking part in the North 
Eastern Literary Festival, 
orgaqnised by Sahitya Ak-
ademi, here to explore the 
traditional, prevailing and 
emerging trends of litera-
ture of the region.

“A democratic set-
up is very necessary 
for literature to survive 
and lourish and Sahitya 
Akademi is committed 
to ensure that literary 
traditions and emerging 
trends of all languages 
gets its due recognition,” 
Akademi president Vish-
wanath Prasad Tewari 
said at the inaugural ses-
sion here last evening.

The North East has 
a rich tradition of oral 
and folk literature while 
contemporary writers 
are exploring new genres 

in the region which the 
Akademi is committed to 
highlight, he said.

“The Akademi views 
North East’s literary de-
velopments with interest 
and importance and it is 
for this reason that it is 
organising a second liter-
ary festival within a few 
months,” Tewari said.

Litterateur Temsula 

Ao, who writes in En-
glish, in her inaugural 
address said that authors 
from the region were 
writing the trauma and 
con lict in the region that 
has been affecting lives of 
the people for decades.

But the most signi i-
cant aspect was much of 
this writing was drawn 
directly and indirectly 

from the rich oral and 
folk traditions of the re-
gion, she said.

Sahitya Akademi 
award winning Assamese 
author Harekrishna Deka 
called for the setting up 
of an organisation to pro-
mote translation of cre-
ative works of the region 
into other languages.

Today, eminent litter-

ateurs of the region Arin-
dam Borkataki, Monal-
isa Changkija, Rashmi 
Narzary, Ph Iboyaima 
Sharma and D Kuolie 
participated in a discus-
sion to unravel the varied 
emerging trends in North 
Eastern literature.

Pradip Jyoti Mahan-
ta delivered a special 
lecture on the dynam-
ics of literary vision of 
Srimanta Sankardeva, a 
15th century spiritual 
leader, author and social 
reformer of Assam.

Authors of the region 
write in languages like 
English, Assamese, Bodo, 
Bengali, Chakma, Kok-
borok, Lepcha, Nepali, 
Manipuri, Mizo, Tenyidie, 
Thadou Kuki, Mog, Di-
masa, Galo, Garo, Karbi, 
Mao, Mising, Rabha, Raj-
bongshi, Tangkhul, Khasi, 
Ao, Halam and Tiwa.

NE authors take part in North
Eastern Literary Festival

K , J  23 (PTI): 
The Calcutta High Court 
today directed that notice 
be served on the Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha chief Bi-
mal Gurung by all means 
possible in a PIL challeng-
ing the inde inite bandh 
called by the party in the 
Darjeeling hills.

A division bench com-
prising Acting Chief Jus-
tice Nishita Mhatre and 
Justice T Chakraborty di-
rected the Darjeeling su-
perintendent of police to 

serve the notice person-
ally on Gurung or send it 
to his of ice.

If any of these were 
not possible, the notice, 
along with a copy of the 
petition and today’s or-
der, be pasted on the 
walls of Gurung’s of ice, 
it said.

The process should 
be videographed so as 
to ensure that the GJM 
president is represented 
in court in the matter, it 
said.

The bench had on 
June 16 directed the 
West Bengal government 
to ensure normal life in 
the restive Darjeeling 
hills, while reiterating 
earlier orders of the Su-
preme Court and the Cal-
cutta High Court declar-
ing bandhs illegal.

The court had last 
week directed that notice 
be served on Gurung, a 
respondent in the PIL.

But the petitioner and 
the state advocate gener-

al told the bench that they 
were unable to serve the 
notice on Gurung.

“We have tried all 
means, but what we 
gather is the person is 
absconding,” Advocate 
General Kishore Dutta 
submitted.

He, however, said that 
the option of email could 
not be tried as Internet 
services were suspended 
in the hills.

Dutta, who wanted to 
ile an ‘informal’ report 

on the losses to public 
and private property due 
to arson in Darjeeling 
since the violence began 
on June eight, was direct-
ed to do so on Wednes-
day next in a sealed cover.

The court had last 
week directed the state 
government to ile a re-
port on the losses and 
steps taken to ensure 
normalcy in the hills.

The matter will be 
heard again on next 
Friday.

Darjeeling bandh: HC directs notice
be served on GJM chief

BJP wants 
peace & 
development 
in Darjeeling 
hills: Ghosh
M  (WB), J  23 
(PTI): West Bengal BJP 
president Dilip Ghosh to-
day said his party wants 
peace and development 
in the Darjeeling hills.

To restore peace and 
development in Darjeel-
ing hills the state gov-
ernment should come 
forward and hold talks 
with the Gorkha Janmuk-
ti Morcha (GJM) which is 
spearheading the agita-
tion for a separate state 
of Gorkhaland in Darjeel-
ing hills, Ghosh said.

Ghosh alleged that 
both West Bengal gov-
ernment and GJM are 
doing politics and don’t 
want a solution to the 
problem.

Regarding resigna-
tion of GJM members 
including Bimal Gurung 
from the Gorkha Terri-
torial Administration 
(GTA), Ghosh said, “It 
has no signi icance as the 
boards term is almost 
over.”

K , J  23 (PTI): 
The tunnelling work under 
the Hooghly river, the irst 
such underwater project 
in the country, to provide 
metro connectivity be-
tween Howrah and Kolk-
ata has been completed.

The tunnel is a crucial 
link for the 16.4 km-long 
mass rapid transport 
(MRT) project being con-
structed by the Kolkata 
Metro Railway Corpora-
tion (KMRC) at an esti-
mated cost of around Rs 
9,000 crore.

“India has joined a se-
lect band of nations. An-
other rare feat achieved 
by Kolkata after getting 
the irst metro railway in 
the country in 1984.

“The KMRC team, in-
cluding engineers from 
abroad, has completed 
the construction of In-
dia’s irst underwater 
tunnel under the Hoogh-
ly river,” Satish Kumar, 
the MD of KMRC, said 
here today.

He said tunnelling 
from the Howrah end 
started in the last week 
of April and reached the 

Kolkata end on June 20.
Two tunnels, for on-

ward and return jour-
neys, have been bored 13 
metre beneath the river-
bed and 30 metre from 
the ground.

The operation of the 
East-West Metro Cor-
ridor in the irst phase 
between Salt lake and 
Phoolbagan in the city 
will start next year. The 
irst rake, built by BEML, 

will arrive in December 
this year, Kumar said.

“Full operation, till 
Howrah Maidan, will 
probably start from 2020 
and a total of 17 rakes 
will be deployed,” he said.

KMRC has got all the 
necessary clearances 
from different agencies. 
Work on construction of 
the Esplanade station in 
the city’s central busi-
ness district has already 
started, Kumar said.

He said the operational 
headway for the full phase 
would be 2.5 minutes 
which is enough to handle 
the passenger load, partic-
ularly at Sealdah and How-
rah metro stations.

India’s irst underwater
metro tunnel completed

SILIGURI DRIVERS PROTEST AGAINST SIKKIM CM’S PRO-GORKHALAND STATEMENT

A group of people, mostly drivers of Siliguri, gathered in front of the SNT gates, Siliguri today protesting against the Chief Minister, Pawan Chamling’s statement in support of Gorkhaland and 
his letter to Union Home Minister, Rajnath Singh supporting the Gorkhaland demand. The group did not allow buses bound for Gangtok to leave the SNT stand. After a meeting with SNT 

of icials, the irst bus was inally allowed to leave at around 4 p.m. in the evening. The bus entered Sikkim without any incident along the Highway.

82,000 people 
affected by 
lood in Assam

G , J  23 
(PTI): Flood situation in 
Assam worsened today 
with over 82,000 people 
affected in four districts 
in the state.

According to a report 
by the Assam State Disas-
ter Management Author-
ity (ASDMA), more than 
82,500 people are affect-
ed by lood in Lakhimpur, 
Darrang, Udalguri and 
Karimganj districts.

ASDMA said 146 
villages are under wa-
ter, while 500 hectares 
of crop land have been 
damaged.

Authorities are run-
ning 256 relief camps 
and distribution points, 
where over 500 people 
are taking shelter at this 
moment.

D , J  23 (PTI): Na-
tional Federation of New States 
(NFNS), an umbrella body of various 
groups across the country fighting 
for separate states, today said that 
the Centre should formulate a new 
policy for creation of new states.

“The demand for separate state 
is nothing new. But as the system 
of autonomy has failed, I think 
the time has come for the Central 
government to formulate a new 
policy for creation of new states,” 
Munish Tamang, leader of Bhara-
tiya Gorkha Parisangh and also 
the secretary of NFNS here said.

The Bharatiya Gorkha Pari-
sangh is a part of an all-India 
coordination committee in the 
hills that was formed this week 
to fight for Gorkhaland.

Echoing Tamang’s views, pres-
ident of NFNS, Shrihari Aney 
claimed, “The special provisions 
for protecting the regional inter-
ests have failed. When the region-
al interests cannot be protected 
constitutionally, then separate 
state is the only answer,” he said.

Aney is also the president 
of Vidarbha Rajya Aghadi (VI-
RAA), an organisation fighting 
for a separate Vidarbha state.

The demand for creation of 
a national policy for creation of 
new states was supported by 
Raja Bundela, president of Bun-
delkhand Mukti Morcha.

“We will submit our memoran-
dum to the Prime Minister, Home 
Minister and organise Pan-India 
rallies. After 70 years of indepen-
dence, we think time has come 
for the Centre to rethink its poli-
cies for creation of new states on 
the basis of culture, language and 
heritage,” Bundela, also the work-
ing president of the NFNS, said.

Bundela, however, maintained 
that violence is not the solution to 

get statehood and said that NFNS 
would organise agitational pro-
grammes across the country to press 
for the demand for separate states.

Promod Boro of the All Bodo 
Students’ Union of Assam, which 
has been fighting for a separate 
Bodoland, said that the time has 
come for all groups to come to-
gether to put up a united fight.

“When your culture, your 
heritage is under threat, when 
efforts are being made to rub 
off your language, then all of 
us have to stand united and 
fight together,” Boro said.

Centre should formulate new policy for creation of states
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PHILEM DIPAK SINGH
N  D , J  23 (PTI):

Indian football coach Stephen 
Constantine is sure that the 

side under him will breach the 
historical best FIFA ranking of 
94 in the next few months, as 
he trains his guns on taking the 
country to a third Asian Cup.

Owing to seven international 
wins on the trot since last year, 
the Indian team is currently sit-
ting at exactly 100th spot, and 
Constantine said by the time 
the Asian Cup quali iers end in 
March next year they should 
be placed better than the 94th 
achieved in February 1996.

“I am not very good at 
mathematics. But if we are 93, 
I would be the happiest man. 
That would be the historical 
highest. I am going to do it. I 
don’t know if it will be on July 
6 (next FIFA ranking date) but 
I am going to do it. I don’t know 
if that (Kyrgyzstan win on June 
13 in Asian Cup quali iers) will 
push us that far but I hope to 
make history at the end of 
these quali iers,” Constantine 
told PTI in an interview.

India beat Kyrgyzstan on 
June 13 in Bangalore to place 
themselves on course to qualify 
for the Asian Cup in 2019. The 
qualifying round matches will 
continue till March next year.

India’s next match is 
against Macau on September 5.

If India qualify for the 2019 
Asian Cup, it will be only the 
third time they would make 
it to the lagship continental 
tournament after 1984 and 
2011.

When told that India used 
to be in the 20s among Asian 
countries but are now at 11th 
spot just below the likes of Chi-
na and Qatar, Constantine said 

in a lighter vein, “Not in their 
lifetime (people must be think-
ing this can happen).”

The 54-year-old Constan-
tine, who is in his second stint 
as India coach after the irst 
one in 2002-2005, said that 
his side were not playing with 
only the FIFA rankings in mind.

“The FIFA rankings are a 
little bit misleading, it does not 
tell the whole story. Because, 
that depends on the number of 
games you play, who you play 
with, what the other teams do 
and what other teams do not do.

“It’s dif icult to judge 
whether we are 11th best na-
tion in Asia or we are 90 some-
thing in the world. There are 
a lot of very good teams who 
are below us because they did 
not play or they lost to big-
ger teams,” said Constantine 
who is here with the India 
Under-23 team for a 10-day 
national camp ahead of next 
month’s continental quali iers.

“I don’t get carried away 
with the FIFA rankings. My 
immediate aim is to qualify for 
the 2019 Asian Cup and we are 
in a pretty good position for 
that. It is good to see that we 
are moving upwards. As long 
as we are moving up, and in 
that sense FIFA rankings can 
be a guide for us,” said Con-
stantine who began his second 
stint in March last year.

There had been criticism 
from certain quarters that In-
dia only play against Nepal, 
Palestine or Cambodia and 
asked if he picks team to play 
against, Constantine said, “We 
need to play games, not for 
FIFA rankings, but for the abil-
ity of the players to gel and un-
derstand each other.

“Our plan was to play as of-

ten as possible. We pick teams 
that are available and that suits 
us depending on who are going 
to play in the quali iers.

“There is no point for us to 
go and play China when we are 
playing, say, Lebanon in a qual-
i ier. We are not going to play a 
Jordan, we are not going to play 
a Qatar. Yes, we plan out which 
country we will play against, 
but we did not plan around the 
FIFA rankings.”

He is quite satis ied that 
India will get around 10 inter-
national matches this year, in-
cluding three in the Asian Cup 
quali iers.

“It (the number of matches) 
depends on the calendar of na-
tional league and international 
quali iers. We will play 10 or 
12 games this year. Most inter-
national teams that are active 
play around 10 games. There 
are ive FIFA windows and in 
each window you get nine days 
and in that nine, you usually 
play two matches. So, playing 
10 matches is a good number.”

Asked if the 1-0 win over 

Kyrgyzstan was the best match 
for India under him in his sec-
ond stint, Constantine said, 
“No, it was a fantastic result 
but the same in case of Myan-
mar (1-0 win in Asian Cup 
quali iers) also. I don’t want to 
pick one or two matches and 
say this was the best match.

“Winning the SAFF Champi-
onships by beating Afghanistan 
was fantastic. Beating Guam 
with 10 men was superb. We 
had some very good results in 
the last two years. Kyrgyzstan 
match was the best which was 
the last, so the last is always the 
best. We have played some very 
good football and won games. 
We have also won games but 
not played our best.”

Constantine began his sec-
ond stint with a string of losses 
in the 2018 World Cup qual-
i iers and that had put his job 
on the line before he got a one-
year extension in March.

“I said at the very irst press 
conference that there are going 
to be dark days. At that time, 
we have not beaten Nepal for 

two years, we were at 173rd in 
FIFA rankings then. During the 
World Cup quali iers we were 
not a team, we had so many 
new players, from different 
systems, different coaches, dif-
ferent philosophy.

“You cannot change all of 
these in three, four or ive games, 
that is not possible. It is not over-
night. The average age of the 
team is from earlier 30 to 23 now, 
you have a team of the future 
now, for at least ive-six years,” 
said the coach who has given de-
buts to more than 30 players in 
his just over one-year stint.

Constantine refused to take 
the bait when asked if he would 
be interested in continuing be-
yond next year if the All India 
Football Federation wants him.

“Our next game (Asian Cup 
quali iers) is in September and 
I am not looking past Septem-
ber. I am speaking honestly.

First, India must qualify 
and then after that it’s a whole 
different situation. First, let us 
qualify and see what happens,” 
he said.

India will breach historical best 
FIFA ranking soon: Coach

N  D , J  23 
(PTI): Indian boxing star 
MC Mary Kom’s (51kg) 
comeback ended in 
heartbreak as she bowed 
out with a quarter inal 
loss even as Ankush Da-
hiya (60kg) advanced 
to the last-four stage of 
the Ulaanbaatar Cup in 
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

Mary Kom, who was 
returning to action after 
a one-year hiatus, went 
down by an unanimous 
decision to Korean Chol 
Mi Bang.

The 34-year-old, a 
ive-time world cham-

pion and an Olympic 
bronze-medallist, strug-
gled to connect against 
her taller rival and was 
even warned once for ex-
cessive bending.

Mary Kom would be 
going back to the light ly-
weight 48kg category after 
this to focus on the Asian 
Championships in No-
vember and the Common-

wealth Games next year.
However, Asian youth 

silver-medallist Ankush 
Dahiya and Priyanka 
Chaudhary (60kg) won 
their respective quarter-
inal bouts in the men’s 

women’s draws to make 
the medal rounds.

While Ankush out-
punched Mongolia’s Dul-
gunn Oyunchimeg, Priyan-
ka got the better of Rus-
sia’s Aleksandra Ordina.

Ankush will be up 
against Russian Radna 
Tsibikov in his last-four 
stage. Priyanka, on the 
other hand, will square 
off against Korea’s Hye 
Song Choe.

However, Duryodhan 
Singh (69kg) lost to Mon-
golian Byamba-Erdene 
Otgonbaatar in his quar-
ter inal bout to bow out 
of the event.

Also making an exit 
was Kalawanti (75kg) 
who lost to Russian Li-
ubov Iusupova.

Mary Kom bows 
out, Ankush in 

semis at Mongolia 
boxing tourney

L , J  23 (PTI): Bruised and 
battered after their shocking ouster 
from the title race, an inconsistent 
India would look for solace when 
they take on arch-rivals Pakistan in 
a 5th-8th classi ication match of the 
Hockey World League Semi-Final 
here on Saturday.

India, ranked sixth in the world, 
crashed out of the podium race after 
suffering a 2-3 loss to 14th placed 
Malaysia in a quarter inal match on 
Thursday.

They loss to Malaysia, their sec-
ond in two months, would be hard 
to digest for Roelant Oltmans’ men 
who have been trying hard to re-
gain their place in the elite league of 
world hockey.

The loss didn’t make any differ-
ence to India’s participation in this 
year’s Hockey World League Final 
and next World Cup as being the 
hosts they are already assured of a 
place in the two events. Both events 
are to held in the Indian city of Bhu-

baneswar.
The Indians, who were incon-

sistent throughout the tournament, 
should take the loss as a lesson and 
work on their mistakes.

Even though India hold an edge 
over Pakistan having thrashed them 
7-1 in the pool stages here, the tussle 
between the two nations can be un-

predictable.
Just like the pool match, emo-

tions will run high on both sides and 
come on Saturday, Pakistan will be 
desperate for a revenge.

The defeat against Malaysia still 
fresh in their minds, it remains to 
be seen how the Indians regroup so 
quickly.

A loss would be disastrous for In-
dian hockey, which has seen an up-
ward trend over the last few years.

A defeat on Saturday will de i-
nitely raise question marks over 
the team’s and chief coach Oltmans’ 
progress over the years.

So, Oltmans’ and his men would 
be desperate to bring cheers back 
into the faces of their fans with yet 
another commanding performance.

India would look to avoid the 
mistakes they have been committing 
on and off in the tournament.

The Indians need to get off the 
blocks early and take control of the 
proceedings and it’s high time the 
backline, their perennial problem, pull 
up their socks and take responsibility.

The strike force, too, have mis-
ired a lot in the tournament, even 

though Ramandeep Singh and 
Akashdeep Singh have scored some 
scintillating ield goals.

Barring Ramandeep and Aksh-
deep, no other striker could excel 

and the duo would look for more 
support from the likes of Mandeep 
Singh, Talwinder Singh and SV Sunil.

Another area which would be 
high on Oltmans’ mind is the un-
impressive performance of young 
Harmanpreet Singh from penalty 
corners.

Pakistan, on the other hand, 
have improved with every game 
and fought hard before losing 1-3 to 
reigning Olympic champions Argen-
tina in the quarter inals.

So, the Indians can ill afford to 
dwell on their pool stage perfor-
mance against Pakistan.

A win will ensure India’s place in 
the ifth-sixth place play-off match 
scheduled for Sunday.

Meanwhile, in other matches of 
the day, Canada and China will lock 
horns in 5th-8th classi ication match 
while Argentina will play Malaysia in 
the irst semi- inal followed by the 
second last-four clash between hosts 
England and Netherlands.

Inconsistent India eye redemption against Pakistan

D  (E ), J  
23 (PTI): A strong tune-
up notwithstanding, In-
dia will have their task 
cut out when they lock 
horns with title contend-
ers England in the tour-
nament- opener of the 
ICC Women’s World Cup 
here tomorrow.

India have had an im-
pressive build-up to the 
50-over showpiece, beating 
South Africa by eights wick-
ets in the inal of the Quad-
rangular series recently.

The 2005 runners-up 
might have directly qual-
i ied for the World Cup 
2017 had they played 
their three games against 
Pakistan in the ICC Wom-
en’s Championship and 
not forfeited the six points.

Having inished 
ifth on the table with 

19 points, India had to 
go through the quali i-
ers in Sri Lanka where 
they went undefeated 
and won a thrilling inal 
against South Africa by 
one wicket.

India will be playing 
the tournament under 
the experienced Mithali 
Raj, who recently became 
the third player to lead 
her team in 100 ODIs.

Raj, whose irst target 
is to make the semi- i-
nals, is coming off a re-
cord-breaking six succes-
sive half centuries, and she 
would look to continue in 
same vein.

The Quadrangular 
tournament also saw a 
record opening stand of 
320 by Deepti Sharma and 
Poonam Raut against Ire-
land, the irst partnership 

of more than 300 runs in 
women’s cricket. While 
the Indian batting re-
volves around Raj, Deepti 
has also provided some 
good starts lately.

Smriti Mandhana 
has returned from in-
jury to add to the side’s 
strengths, while Raut 
and Mona Meshram have 
been doing well on their 
comebacks. Harman-
preet Kaur will also be a 
strong presence. Consid-
ering the conditions in 
the UK, Raj is aware that 
her team would need to 
be on its toes.

“The conditions there 
(South Africa) are com-
pletely different to what 
we are facing here in 
England. We can take a 
lot of con idence, but we 
need to start fresh again 

in the World Cup.
“The girls, coming 

from Indian and South Af-
rican tracks, are adapting 
to English conditions it 
will take a while, but the 
girls are getting used to 
it,” the skipper had said.

Jhulan Goswami, the 
highest wicket-taker in 
ODI history, will lead the 
Indian bowling attack.

The team would 
hope that Goswami inds 
enough support from 
Shikha Pandey with the 
new ball, while Ekta 
Bisht will lead the spin 
department.

As far as their recent 
form is concerned, India 
comprehensively won 
their last four ODI se-
ries, irst whitewashing 
Sri Lanka and the West 
Indies at home and then 

beating South Africa in 
the inals of quali ier as 
well as the quadrangular 
series. During this peri-
od, they won 16 out of 
the 17 games played.

Two-time champions 
England will be one of the 
most dif icult challenges 
for India. That England 
have won the title both 
times they have hosted 
the World Cup, should 
work in their favour.

While the seasoned 
Sarah Taylor has returned 
after an extended break 
from the game, England 
have quite a few other 
players such as in-form 
captain Heather Knight, 
Katherine Brunt- one of 
the most dangerous pac-
ers at the moment- and 
Nat Sciver who can make a 
difference.

India take on England in ICC Women’s
World Cup opener

DSP Mohammad 
Ayoub Pandith was 
stripped and stoned 
to death by the mob at 
around 12.30 AM today 
when he was caught al-
legedly clicking pictures 
of the people coming 
out of the mosque after 
'Shab-e-qadr' prayers, 
police sources said.

When the mob at-
tacked him, Pandith 
opened fire from his 
pistol, injuring three 
persons.

"The DSP was posted 
at the access control of 
the mosque to prevent 
miscreants from vitiat-
ing the atmosphere so 
that people could offer 
prayers in peace. But 
a few among those, for 
the security of whom he 
had been deployed there, 
lynched him," Director 
General of Police S P Vaid 
said terming the incident 
as "very unfortunate".

Quoting preliminary 
investigation, the police 
chief said the mob at-
tacked the DSP when he 
was coming out of the 
mosque after checking 
the access control.

"When the DSP was 
coming out after check-
ing the access control of 
the mosque, some mis-
creants caught hold of 
him while raising slogans 
and started beating him 
up," he said.

The mob then went 
on a rampage, targeting 
empty security pickets 
in the area. Police rein-
forcements were rushed 
to restore normalcy in 
the area.

Vaid said two persons 
have been arrested so 
far and a third has been 
identi ied.

DSP lynched 
by mob outside 
Jamia Masjid...
contd from pg01

S , J  23 (PTI): 
Newly-crowned Indone-
sia Open winner Kidambi 
Srikanth continued his 
rampaging run to ad-
vance to the men’s sin-
gles semi inals but it was 
curtains for PV Sindhu 
and Saina Nehwal at the 
Australian Super Series 
here on Friday.

In the all-Indian quar-
ter inal duel between Sri-
kanth and B Sai Praneeth, 
it was the former who 
came out on top with a 
ighting 25-23 21-17 win 

over his countryman in 
a 43-minute clash at the 
Sydney Olympic park.

It was the second 
time that the two Indians 
were facing each other. 
They had squared off at 
the inals of Singapore 
Open where Praneeth 
had the last laugh.

Srikanth, who had 
edged out world no.1 Son 
Wan Ho in semi inals en 
route his title triumph at 
the Indonesia Open last 
week, will face fourth 

seed and All England i-
nalist Yuqi Shi of China in 
the last four round.

World No.11 Srikanth 
had beaten Shi Yuqi, win-
ner of the 2016 French 
Super Series, at the Sin-
gapore Open this year.

However, disappoint-
ment was in store for 
India in the women’s sin-
gles as Rio Olympics sil-
ver-medallist Sindhu and 
defending champion Saina 
squandered opportunities 
galore to go down in thrill-
ing three-game matches.

Sindhu failed to get 
the better of world No.1 
and top seed Tai Tzu 
Ying of the Chinese Tai-
pei for the seventh time 
in her career, while Saina 
fought for an hour and 19 
minutes before losing to 
last year’s inalist Sun Yu.

Sindhu squandered a 
game’s advantage to go 
down 21-10 20 -22 16-
21 in a contest that last-
ed exactly an hour, while 
Saina went down 17-21 
21-10 17-21 to Sun.

Srikanth in semis;
Saina, Sindhu bow out

of Australian Open
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
SINGAM SAPPHIRE MORNING DEAR KIND EVENING

Draw time: 11:55 am onwards Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:8 DrawDate on:23/06/17 Draw No:113 DrawDate on:23/06/17

1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 95J 79774 1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 88D 32326
 (Including Super Prize Amt)  (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 79774 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 32326 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
12191 20314 25754 39848 42977 15224 16779 29217 48618 50316
64084 85455 88914 94160 94247 54287 78297 78973 83178 86601
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
0742 1469 1678 2443 5237 6086 6880 8124 8356 8749 03541 16577 21391 35744 39499
4th Prize Rs.300/- 47818 60664 70863 86023 91132
1038 3550 4957 5987 6063 6593 7031 7290 8147 9647 4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.130/- 0937 1525 1738 2231 2382 3673 6636 6891 7038 7596
0005 0015 0213 0379 0481 0555 0592 0633 0907 1090 5th Prize Rs.600/-
1562 1617 1765 1791 1857 1874 1954 1957 2100 2328 4329 4471 6313 6349 6762 6999 8389 8472 8474 9520
2340 2411 2452 2589 2694 2784 2936 3095 3101 3230 6th Prize Rs.250/-
3250 3289 3331 3333 3423 3639 3671 3717 3790 3951 0368 0426 0520 0539 0554 0622 0637 0791 0873 1008
4191 4278 4328 4429 4482 4564 4578 4652 4736 4857 1015 1059 1075 1158 1260 1372 1664 1691 1749 2018
4858 4974 5117 5119 5239 5348 5352 5354 5364 5379 2074 2164 2181 2217 2354 2371 2415 2673 2980 3144
5640 5697 5774 5804 6082 6123 6133 6515 6571 6623 3448 3612 3803 3828 3927 4264 4266 4277 4332 4388
6713 7082 7300 7338 7447 7488 7611 7632 7665 7803 4523 4541 4722 4846 4903 5079 5238 5436 5620 5710
7809 8067 8134 8342 8559 8746 8764 8903 8987 9166 5724 5749 5772 5801 5907 5999 6037 6092 6166 6300
9177 9198 9308 9325 9390 9413 9555 9645 9799 9910 6305 6311 6414 6576 6640 6728 6763 6795 6896 7271
Issued by: 7336 7416 7425 7448 7485 7567 7797 8083 8086 8342
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland. 8499 8553 8617 8630 8638 8744 8838 8908 9001 9026
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com 9082 9154 9311 9346 9401 9471 9478 9625 9707 9814

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

DEAR BENEFIT SINGAM DIGNITY EVENING
Draw No:49 DrawDate on:23/06/17 Draw No:20 DrawDate on:23/06/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 82B 03959 1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 98G 17394
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 03959 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 17394 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/- 2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-
06512 06993 14001 45390 48681 06932 17621 19022 30644 42075
50079 64264 73688 85453 90777 44447 48951 55784 67170 90678
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/- 3rd Prize Rs.500/-
00356 28623 41506 53402 63797 0717 2422 3161 3757 4139 4747 6389 7886 8223 9268
76794 79284 81289 86494 94124 4th Prize Rs.300/-
4th Prize Rs.1000/- 1762 2489 2823 3494 4288 5023 6786 7122 8104 8995
1628 1982 3033 3602 4668 4795 5868 6474 7328 9892 5th Prize Rs.130/-
5th Prize Rs.600/- 0148 0222 0249 0330 0485 0496 0554 0684 0740 0749
0244 1437 1840 3576 4132 4882 5159 6644 6652 6717 0839 0883 0905 1197 1345 1472 1610 1643 1789 1943
6th Prize Rs.250/- 2241 2267 2274 2306 2347 2530 2786 2968 3060 3183
0097 0110 0185 0373 0693 0709 0717 0753 0784 0849 3255 3576 3676 3743 3944 3953 3955 3984 4010 4082
0903 0923 1026 1069 1078 1232 1249 1420 1604 1615 4137 4362 4391 4519 4845 4895 5058 5109 5189 5210
1790 1849 2059 2154 2239 2336 2560 2622 2749 2899 5531 5540 5590 5853 5902 5917 5927 6072 6118 6148
3046 3165 3520 3599 3657 3725 3782 4058 4086 4171 6200 6293 6473 6554 6636 6650 6738 6874 7168 7188
4190 4298 4324 4368 4486 4578 4611 4619 4848 4933 7289 7371 7646 7752 7793 7829 7926 7995 8000 8116
5035 5271 5337 5565 5567 5575 5651 5678 6055 6100 8127 8152 8156 8179 8263 8331 8554 8631 8955 9019
6173 6325 6327 6438 6461 6524 6531 6557 6668 6817 9062 9065 9252 9405 9471 9594 9703 9986 9987 9988
6959 6998 7084 7178 7203 7344 7476 7586 7592 7702 Issued by:
7736 8205 8316 8322 8367 8439 8606 8610 8705 8879 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102
8974 9009 9188 9192 9409 9513 9554 9635 9896 9942 Please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR OSTRICH MORNING
Draw No:45 DrawDate on:23/06/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 92J 52478
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 52478 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
03552 19392 32994 34851 38721
41000 61968 63944 77822 87430
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
00381 01209 16044 16527 21498
31996 49197 87117 93641 95351
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
3852 3896 5319 5860 6534 7859 9229 9605 9909 9967
5th Prize Rs.600/-
0096 0448 0724 3295 3977 6032 7977 8441 8635 9301
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0158 0231 0333 0349 0951 1002 1061 1075 1119 1163
1257 1515 1605 1702 1884 2091 2502 2570 2686 2745
2763 2775 2788 2907 3018 3261 3289 3533 3750 3968
3986 4013 4155 4159 4344 4389 4455 4526 4714 4794
4846 4855 4971 5010 5055 5164 5328 5337 5372 5409
5619 5621 5678 5701 5735 5759 5901 6214 6277 6354
6425 6521 6871 7058 7063 7118 7201 7331 7429 7435
7458 7717 7908 7918 7962 7999 8015 8096 8342 8382
8385 8469 8517 8555 8600 8719 8845 8913 9034 9195
9251 9267 9268 9272 9462 9492 9639 9653 9655 9717
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

GAJA GANAPATHY MAKKAR RASI
Draw No:95 DrawDate on:23/06/17 Draw No:95 DrawDate on:23/06/17

1st Prize Rs.10,000/- A 04719 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- A 04718
2nd Prize Rs.5,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.5,000/-
0386 0811 1339 2382 2620 4164 5985 6029 6578 8108 2590 2623 3222 4377 4629 4822 6029 8034 9195 9633
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize Rs.500/-
0857 0980 1014 4844 5337 6278 6358 7112 7681 8286 0089 1675 2076 2760 3064 5574 5645 7233 8131 8981
4th Prize Rs.250/- 4th Prize Rs.250/-
0143 1032 3819 4918 5581 6027 7087 7392 8663 8809 0040 1696 2361 2854 3286 4501 5538 5761 7512 9027
5th Prize Rs.100/- 5th Prize Rs.100/-
2459 2944 3008 4038 4457 5638 6038 6608 7559 9448 0029 0384 3079 4332 5004 5889 6153 6587 7587 8580
6th Prize Rs.50/- 6th Prize Rs.50/-
0043 0665 1948 2956 4165 5043 5960 6792 7730 8278 0072 0918 1828 2715 3776 4760 6022 7062 7968 9302
0129 0864 1984 2993 4251 5050 6021 6843 7743 8481 0213 1058 2027 2729 3809 5136 6054 7222 8434 9372
0161 0888 2083 3036 4301 5114 6093 6970 7785 8507 0312 1110 2098 3059 3845 5232 6074 7323 8456 9373
0162 0893 2168 3089 4317 5259 6125 6992 7808 8538 0398 1267 2109 3440 3921 5244 6139 7393 8754 9389
0333 0898 2420 3160 4434 5310 6132 7010 7899 8570 0560 1330 2245 3456 4088 5248 6158 7443 8793 9411
0342 0902 2547 3328 4632 5388 6190 7149 7901 8700 0601 1396 2329 3580 4131 5303 6345 7488 9019 9508
0437 1215 2617 3508 4651 5572 6212 7298 8070 8826 0646 1407 2342 3615 4244 5314 6402 7507 9078 9667
0441 1305 2773 3660 4757 5604 6270 7353 8071 8853 0767 1572 2364 3663 4524 5555 6561 7647 9093 9715
0604 1446 2819 3932 4823 5616 6311 7499 8083 9058 0777 1579 2585 3669 4540 5619 6837 7653 9141 9844
0645 1640 2826 4110 5040 5914 6366 7535 8176 9768 0852 1622 2670 3747 4553 5924 7035 7858 9222 9955

A R U N A C H A L   P R A D E S H   S T A T E   L O T T E R I E S 

Issued by: The Commissioner , Arunachal Pradesh State Lotteries, Itanagar.

Passports to be 
in both English 
and Hindi
N  D , J  23 
(PTI): External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
today announced that 
passports would now be 
in both Hindi and English, 
and not just in English.

She also announced 
10 per cent reduction 
in passport fee for ap-
plicants who are under 
eight and over 60.

Personal details in 
passports are now print-
ed only in English.

The external affairs 
minister was addressing 
an event to mark 50 years 
of the Passport Act, 1967.

N  D , J  23 (PTI): 
As opposition leaders sat 
to discuss the presidential 
poll, one man’s absence 
told its own tale.

The man was Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar and his message was 
clear. The JD(U) president 
was nobody’s man but his 
own -- and his party’s.

Opposition leaders 
yesterday devoted some 
time to Nitish, whose de-
cision to support NDA 
presidential nominee 
Ram Nath Kovind had rat-
tled many.

RJD rpt RJD leader 
Lalu Prasad promised to 
coax him into supporting 
the opposition candidate 
Meira Kumar, a Dalit from 
Bihar, a state that Nitish 
has ruled since 2005, bar-
ring a nine-month break.

Though described in 
many quarters as a “sur-
prise” move, Nitish’s en-
dorsement of Kovind is 
just one among many de-
cisions he has taken in re-
cent months which set his 
party apart from the non-
NDA bloc it belongs to.

“He takes contrarian 
decisions from time to 
time if he thinks they are 
in public interest,” JD(U) 
leader K C Tyagi said.

That the 66-year-old 
Socialist was going against 

the tide on the presiden-
tial poll, to be held on July 
17, became evident last 
month when he skipped 
an opposition lunch con-
vened by Congress chief 
Sonia Gandhi to discuss 
the issue - and the very 
next day attended a lunch 
hosted by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for visit-
ing Mauritius Prime Min-
ister Pravind Jugnauth.

The CM also support-
ed the NDA on issues 
roundly criticised by the 
opposition such as the 
Army’s strike on Pakistan 
troops in October last 
year and the NDA’s deci-
sion to ban high currency 
notes in November.

“He is wont to take 
decisions on the basis of 
his conscience and prag-
matism -- and at times 
both. He thought demon-
etisation and GST were 
good for the country and 
so backed them,” said Pat-

na-based social scientist 
Shaibal Gupta.

Nitish has weaved his 
way in and out of tie-ups 
with the NDA. He left the 
non-NDA group for an al-
liance with the BJP, and 
then opted out of it to 
form a ‘maha-gathband-
han’ against the NDA for 
the 2015 assembly polls.

Hostile to Modi to be-
gin with, Nitish has made 
soothing sounds in recent 
years -- a far cry from 2010 
when he called off a dinner 
in Patna because Modi was 
going to be a part of it.

Nitish was said to have 
been irked that support-
ers of the then Gujarat CM 
had put up posters which 
tom-tommed that Gujarat 
had donated Rs 5 crore to 
Bihar for lood relief.

Modi’s resounding 
victory in the 2014 Lok 
Sabha elections may have 
tempered Nitish’s posi-
tion. In 2015, when Modi 

made a sudden stopover 
in Lahore on his way back 
from Kabul, Nitish sur-
prised his allies by con-
gratulating him.

“Nitish has a habit of 
deviating from the of icial 
line of the party or alli-
ance,” said senior Bihar 
BJP leader Nand Kishore 
Yadav. “He did so in the 
past, too,” Yadav said, re-
ferring to the 2012 presi-
dential poll.

The CM had then 
sprung a political surprise 
on his allies - the NDA - by 
backing the UPA presi-
dential candidate, Pranab 
Mukherjee, against the 
NDA’s PA Sangma. He had 
a personal relationship 
with Mukherjee, he said.

In the case of Kov-
ind, a dalit, caste politics 
are possibly at play. The 
Maha-dalits are a large 
constituency in Bihar, 
and Nitish would not like 
to alienate them - as he 
did when he installed, 
and then summarily dis-
missed, Jitan Ram Manjhi, 
a dalit, as Bihar CM before 
the 2015 state poll.

Not everybody saw 
Nitish Kumar’s moves as 
politically astute.

“Nitish has nothing to 
do with his own party or 
alliance and goes by what-
ever suits his narrow and 

personal political inter-
ests,” said RJD MLA Bhai 
Birendra.

The MLA’s outspoken 
views strengthened the 
belief that all was not well 
between the JD(U) and 
RJD’s Prasad, whose family 
members’ inancial deal-
ings were being probed 
by central agencies. This, 
some leaders said, was 
another reason why Nitish 
was publicly moving away 
from his allies.

“He is very image con-
scious. And he doesn’t 
want a dhabba (stain) on 
him,” a Bihar watcher said. 
“This is his way of distanc-
ing himself from the larg-
er opposition where Lalu 
plays a big part.”

But Nitish, known for 
his tightrope acts, isn’t 
walking out of the oppo-
sition either. So while he 
skipped Gandhi’s lunch, 
he was present in Chen-
nai for DMK leader M 
Karunanidhi’s 94th birth-
day last month.

Yesterday, LJP leader 
Ramvilas Paswan urged 
Nitish to join the NDA. 
He should not be in “two 
boats at the same time”, 
he said.

But the Bihar CM has 
shown that he will do 
just that. As long as he 
wants to.

Nitish Kumar: Tightrope artist attempts 
another balancing act on Prez polls

W , J  23 
(AP): Saudi Arabia and 
other Arab countries that 
have cut ties to Qatar 
issued a steep list of de-
mands to end the crisis, 
insisting that their Per-
sian Gulf neighbour shut-
ter Al-Jazeera, cut back 
diplomatic ties to Iran 
and close down a Turkish 
military base in Qatar.

In a 13-point list pre-
sented to the Qataris by 
Kuwait, which is helping 
mediate the crisis the 
countries also demand 
that Qatar sever all ties 
with the Muslim Broth-
erhood and with other 
groups including Hez-

bollah, al-Qaida and the 
Islamic State group.

The Associated Press 
obtained a copy of the list 
in Arabic from one of the 
countries involved in the 

dispute.
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 

the United Arab Emir-
ates and Bahrain cut 
ties to Qatar this month 
over allegations the Per-

sian Gulf country 
funds terrorism 
an accusation that 
President Donald 
Trump has echoed. 
Those countries 
have now given Qa-
tar 10 days to com-
ply with all of the 
demands, which 
include paying an 
unspeci ied sum in 
compensation.

Qatari of i-
cials in Doha did 
not immediately 

respond to a request 
for comment from the 
AP. But the list included 
conditions that the gas-
rich nation had already 

insisted would never be 
met, including shutting 
down Al-Jazeera.

Qatar’s government 
has said it won’t nego-
tiate until Arab nations 
lift their blockade. The 
demands were also like-
ly to elicit Qatari objec-
tions that its neighbors 
are trying to dictate its 
sovereign affairs by im-
posing such far-reaching 
requirements.

Only a day earlier, Sec-
retary of State Rex Tiller-
son had warned the de-
mands must be “reason-
able and actionable.” The 
US issued that litmus test 
amid frustration at how 

long it was taking Saudi 
Arabia and others to for-
malize a list of demands, 
complicating U.S. efforts 
to bring about a resolu-
tion to the worst Gulf dip-
lomatic crisis in years.

According to the list, 
Qatar must refuse to nat-
uralize citizens from the 
four countries and expel 
those currently in Qatar, 
in what the countries de-
scribe as an effort to keep 
Qatar from meddling in 
their internal affairs.

They are also de-
manding that Qatar hand 
over all individuals who 
are wanted by those four 
countries for terrorism; 

stop funding any extrem-
ist entities that are desig-
nated as terrorist groups 
by the US; and provide 
detailed information 
about opposition igures 
that Qatar has funded, 
ostensibly in Saudi Ara-
bia and the other nations.

Qatar vehemently de-
nies funding or support-
ing extremism.

But the country ac-
knowledges that it al-
lows members of some 
extremist groups such as 
Hamas to reside in Qatar, 
arguing that fostering di-
alogue with those groups 
is key to resolving global 
con licts.

Qatar’s neighbours issue steep list of demands to end crisis

C SHYAM SUNDAR
Sriharikota (AP), Jun 
23 (PTI): The Indian 
space agency ISRO today 
successfully launched its 
workhorse rocket PSLV 
carrying ‘eye in the sky’ 
Cartosat-2 series satel-
lite- a dedicated satellite 
for the defence forces- 
and 30 nano satellites 
into orbit.

The Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle, in its 
40th light (PSLV-C38), 
lifted off majestically 
from the irst launch pad, 
Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre here at 9.29 am 
and injected the satellites 
into orbit about 27 min-
utes after lift off, amid 
applause from scientists.

The 44.4 metre tall 
PSLV-C38 carried the 
earth observation satel-
lite -- Cartosat-2 series 
satellite as the primary 
payload along with 30 
co-passenger satellites 
totally weighing 955 kg.

ISRO said after a 
light of 16 minutes the 

Cartosat-2 series satel-
lite achieved a polar Sun 
Synchronous Orbit of 
505 km inclined at an an-
gle of 97.44 degree to the 
equator very close to the 
intended orbit.

Later all the other 
30 satellites successfully 
separated from the PSLV 
in a predetermined se-
quence.

After separation of 

the satellite, the two so-
lar arrays of Cartosat-2 
series satellite were de-
ployed automatically 
and ISRO’s Telemetry, 
Tracking and Command 
Network (ISTRAC) at 
Bengaluru took over the 
control of the satellite, an 
ISRO release said.

“In the coming days, 
the satellite will be 
brought to its inal op-
erational con iguration 
following which it will 
begin to provide various 
remote sensing services”, 
it said.

With the launch of 
the third spacecraft in 
the Cartosat-2 series, In-
dia’s ‘eye in the sky’ is set 
to become sharper and 
wider.

The previous satellite 
in the series had a reso-
lution of 0.8 metres and 
the images it took on In-

dia’s neighbourhood had 
helped New Delhi carry 
out surgical strikes on 
seven terror launch pads 
across the Line of Con-
trol last year, according 
to ISRO sources.

The latest remote 
sensing satellite has a 
resolution of 0.6 metres, 
which means it can spot 
even smaller objects.

“It can recognise ob-
jects within that square 
(0.6 m by 0.6 m)”, an 
ISRO of icial told PTI on 
condition of anonymity.

“Defence surveillance 
will get a leg-up. It can 
be used in identifying 
terrorist camps and bun-
kers... some formations,” 
the of icial said.

Once this satellite 
becomes operation-
al, it would be “hand-
ed over” to the defence 
forces, which have their 

own “set up,” including 
ground-stations and 
trained manpower to 
access data, the of icial 
said.

PSLV-C38 is the 17th 
light of PSLV XL con ig-

uration (with the use of 
solid strap-on motors).

The co-passenger sat-
ellites includes a nano 
satellite designed and 
developed by the Noor-
ul Islam University in 
Kanyakumari district of 
Tamil Nadu.

The NIUSAT sat-
ellite would provide 
multi-spectral imagery 
for agricultural crop 
monitoring and disaster 
management support ap-
plications.

The other 29 nano 
satellites are from 14 
countries-- - Austria, 
Belgium, Chile, Czech Re-
public, Finland, France, 

Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Slova-
kia, the United Kingdom 
and the United States of 
America.

As the satellites were 
injected into orbit one by 
one, the scientists broke 
into cheers at the Mis-
sion Control Centre.

Lauding the scien-
tists, ISRO chairman A 
S Kiran Kumar said the 
mission was successful. 
“I congratulate the hard-
work of the entire team, 
especially the Cartosat 
team. This particular 
mission has been suc-
cessful, it has put all the 
satellites into the orbit,” 
he said.

President Pranab 
Mukherjee and Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi hailed ISRO for 
the successful polar 
satellite launch carry-
ing 31 satellites.

“ C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
to ISRO team on the 
successful launch of 
PSLV-C38 carrying 31 
satellites,” Mukherjee 
said in a tweet.

Modi said in a tweet: 
“Congratulations to ISRO 
on its 40th successful Po-
lar satellite launch carry-
ing 31 satellites from 15 
countries. Youmake us 
proud!”

With today’s success-
ful launch, the total num-
ber of customer satellites 
from abroad placed in or-

PSLV succesfully launches Cartosat-2 series, 30 nano satellites
bit by India’s workhorse 
PSLV reached 209, the 
release added.

The ISRO had on 
June 5 launched its most 
powerful and heaviest 
geostationary rocket 
carrying advanced com-
munication satellite 
GSAT-19, weighing 3,136 
kg, from the spaceport 
here. Every stage of the 
three-stage GSLV MkIII 
with indigenous cryo-
genic engine had per-
formed well.

Kumar said the GSAT-
19 has reached the des-
ignated location and all 
the payloads have been 
switched on and it has 
started performing.

He said a communi-
cation satellite would 
be launched on June 28 
“which will add signi i-
cant number of transpon-
ders to our capacity.”
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Lay low today, Aries. Don’t 
try to force any answers from peo-
ple. Eat a healthy breakfast and stay 
away from caff eine. Relate to peo-
ple on an intellectual or philosophi-
cal level and discuss the meaning of 
life. If you’re looking for sympathy, 
you may need to wait a couple days. 
People aren’t in the mood. They just 
want to be left alone.
TAURUS: Inspire others to come 
out of their shells today, Taurus. 
Have them join you on the sunny 
side of the street. Share your cheer 
with other people and lead them into 
boisterous discussions about the 
world. You will be on cloud nine, 
with a great deal of strength behind 
your happy-go-lucky emotions. 

Keep things light and don’t worry 
about tomorrow until it comes.
GEMINI: Keep your cool if some-
thing goes wrong today, Gemini. 
Don’t be so impatient about fi xing a 
problem that you end up doing some-
thing rash. You may do more damage 
than you would if you just let things 
sit for a couple days. Mull over the 
situation, talk it out with others, and 
approach the issue at another time 
with a diff erent frame of mind.  
CANCER: Play the lottery today, 
Cancer. The concept for you is prof-
it with no eff ort. The windfall will 
come when you least expect it. The 
less you try to shape things, the more 
they will generally fl ow in your favor. 
Enjoy the day and don’t sweat the 

details. Things will work themselves 
out. People may be quite emotionally 
charged, but don’t let their behavior 
throw you off  balance.  
LEO: If you meet someone new 
today, Leo, break him or her in 
gradually. Don’t spill all the beans 
at once. Let the person warm up to 
your intense emotional nature be-
fore you unleash it full force. Peo-
ple are going to need their space, so 
make sure you allow enough room 
for emotional and physical free-
dom. Think about taking a long trip 
or short vacation of some sort.      
VIRGO: Spare no emotional or 
monetary expense today, Virgo. 
Whatever you put into this day 
will come back to you tenfold. Feel 

free to indulge and delight in your 
fun-loving nature. This day speaks 
of freedom from restraint of all 
kinds. Break the chains and explore 
new worlds in your mind and your 
physical surroundings. Don’t say 
no when the adventure bus comes 
around to pick you up.  
LIBRA: Today isn’t a day to stay 
inside and sulk, Libra. Put the past 
behind you and move on. Grab op-
portunities with both hands and rev 
your engine into high gear. Stop 
looking at what lies behind and 
focus on the wide-open horizon in 
front of you. This is an excellent 
day to turn up the heat and start 
brewing some new adventures. 
Transform your life into an action 

movie with you as the star.  
SCORPIO: Get your favorite mu-
sic out of the closet today, Scorpio. 
Have a dance party in your living 
room and liven things up with some 
freshly cut fl owers on your table. 
This is a great day to direct your 
energies outward into the world. 
Go on a radical adventure that you 
didn’t think was possible. Plow 
headfi rst into new projects and let 
your good luck carry you through. 
Don’t worry about the details.  
SAGITTARIUS: It may be extreme-
ly hard for you to make decisions 
about anything today, Sagittarius. 
Don’t stress about work or the things 
you need to get done. With today’s 
aspects, it’s a day that shouldn’t be 

fi lled with sour energy from the past. 
You experience a rebirth every time 
you wake up in the morning. Venture 
forth into new adventures!        
CAPRICORN: Today should run 
quite smoothly for you, Capricorn. 
You will fi nd that there’s a great deal 
of power fueling your emotions and 
that you’re able to take that power 
to the extreme. Use your strong, dy-
namic nature to win the hearts of oth-
ers. Lead the charge toward good-na-
tured fun. You will be laid-back, 
easygoing, and adventurous.
AQUARIUS: Don’t get upset if 
people don’t take you quite as seri-
ously as you’d like today, Aquarius. 
It’s in the nature of the day to keep 
things light and uplifting. Come 

out of the intensity of the last cou-
ple days and laugh out loud. Don’t 
stress over things you don’t under-
stand. Go with the fl ow and keep 
smiling. You can’t go wrong as 
long as you join in the good cheer 
and merriment of the day.  
PISCES: You might fi nd that 
something or someone is purpose-
fully trying to make things diffi  cult 
for you today, Pisces. It might seem 
like you’re trying to get a handle 
on the issues, but somehow things 
are slipping through your fi ngers. 
Don’t make any major decisions, 
and certainly don’t try to herd peo-
ple into corners. Let others have 
their freedom and consider simply 
riding out the storm.                                                  
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Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

24TH JUNE
WORLD HISTORY 
1497: Italian explorer John 
Cabot (1450-1498?), (aka 
Giovanni Caboto), on a voyage 
for England, landed in North 
America on what is now New-
foundland or the northern Cape 
Breton Island in Canada.
1509: Henry VIII was crowned 
king of England.
1812: Napoleon crossed the 
Nieman River [in Lithuania] 
and invaded Russia. In 1824 
the book “History of the Expe-
dition to Russia, Undertaken by 
the Emperor Napoleon in the 
Year 1812” by Count de Segur, a 
general in Napoleon’s army, was 
irst published. 

1896: Booker T. Washington 
became the irst African Amer-
ican to receive an honorary MA 
degree from Howard University.
1963: First demonstration of 
home video recorder was made 
at the BBC Studios in London.

1989: In China Communist Par-
ty general secretary Zhao Ziyang 
(1920-2005) was ousted for al-
legedly supporting the protests 
and put under house arrest. 

INDIAN HISTORY
1763: Murshidabad was cap-
tured by the East India Company 
and Mir Jafar the puppet ruler of 
Bengal was declared as the King.
1961: Indian manufactured su-
personic ighter HF24 lew for 
the irst time.
1986: The government an-
nounced unmarried mothers 
under its employment scheme 
would also get maternity leave.
1990: Defense scientists suc-
cessfully tested ire the coun-
try’s irst third generation an-
ti-tank missile ‘NAG’.

SUMMER LIVIN’: The O.C. alum Rachel Bilson was spot-
ted walking barefoot in New York City .

Anti-fur protestors in-
terrupted Michael 

Kors’ ticketed event at the 
Metropolitan Museum of  
Art in New York City re-
cently. Protestors stormed 
the stage 13 minutes into 
Kors’ conversation with 
former CNN correspondent 
Alina Cho, which was also 
being live-streamed on Face-
book, Daily Mail reports.

“Michael Kors has blood 
on his hands,” the activists 
chanted in unison during 
their four-minute protest. 
“Animal fur is not fashion, 
where the h—l is your com-
passion?”One disgruntled 
demonstrator shouted at 
the audience, “Shame on all 
of  you for supporting this 
industry.” Another stood in 
front of  the stage and ac-
cused the American designer, 
57, of  being “responsible for 

the deaths of  countless of  
animals, taken for their fur, 
for their skins in the name 
of  fashion.”According to the 
outlet, security attempted 
to calm the frazzled audi-
ence down, announcing 
over the loudspeaker that 
they were “going to try 
and resolve this.” Shortly 
after, the protestors were 
escorted out of  the venue. 
Kors did not let the protest 
ruin the event. “You know 
what, the show goes on,” 
he reassured the crowd. 
Added Cho, 46, “There’s 
never a dull moment.”

Throughout the remain-
der of  the event, the fashion 
mogul opened up about 
dressing First Lady Melania 
Trump. “She looks great. 
She’s been a client for so 
long,” he gushed. “I don’t 
think it’s a political thing.”

FASHION

ANTI-FUR
PROTESTORS
STORM MICHAEL 
KORS EVENT 
AT THE MET

As if we needed another reminder 
of how adorable The Weeknd and 

Selena Gomez are! The “Starboy” sing-
er, 27, took to Instagram to support his 
love recently. Playing the role of proud 
boyfriend, the Canadian vocalist shared 
a stylish snap on his Instagram story of 
Gomez, 24, posing in the backseat of a 
car for her new Coach FW17 campaign. 
While the “I Feel It Coming” crooner 
didn’t include a caption, he decorated 
the pic with ive diamond emojis. He isn’t 
the only one in the relationship bragging 
about their signi icant other. Gomez re-
cently took to her own Instagram Story 
to gush about The Weeknd’s June Forbes 
cover. The couple made their Instagram 
debut in April at the Coachella Valley Mu-
sic and Arts Festival — a smiling Gomez 

posted a picture of the Weeknd’s arm 
wrapped around her — after sparking 
dating rumors in late January. The fol-
lowing month, the “Bad Liar” songstress 
and her beau walked the Met Gala red 
carpet hand-in-hand, con irming their 
relationship. The former Disney star 
recently told Ryan Seacreast on June 9 
that she decided to make her relation-
ship with The Weeknd public because 
she’s been “doing this for so long,” and 
doesn’t feel as though there is anything 
she would want to hide. “I’m genuinely 
myself,” the 13 Reasons Why producer 
revealed to the talk-show host, 42. “I 
think it’s really hard when I would want 
to spend so much time hiding things. It’s 
too much pressure, and I think every-
one gets over everything eventually.”

CELEBS AND THEIR INSTAGRAM

THE WEEKND BRAGS ABOUT SELENA GOMEZ
WITH A SEXY INSTAGRAM STORY

Johnny Depp has joked 
about assassinating Pres-

ident Donald Trump while 
appearing on stage at the 

Glastonbury Festival. The 
Hollywood star received a 
rapturous reception during 
the event at Cineramageddon 

- a drive-in cin-
ema on the site 
in Somerset.

He intro-
duced his 2004 
ilm The Lib-

ertine along-
side director 
Julien Temple, 
but then began 
talking about re-
ligion and Presi-
dent Trump 
after ques-
tions from the 
1,500-strong 
audience.

He said: “I think he needs 
help and there are a lot of 
wonderful dark, dark places 

he could go.
“It is just a question - I’m 

not insinuating anything.
“When was the last time 

an actor assassinated a pres-
ident? I want to qualify, I am 
not an actor. I lie for a living.

“However, it has been a 
while and maybe it is time.”

Depp was greeted 
by crowds of fans hold-
ing phones after arriving 
in a blue vintage Cadillac. 
He posed for pictures and 
jumped on the car bonnet, 
before introducing the ilm 
and adding: “I made the ilm 
because I wanted to try to 
bring to England a great poet 
that they missed.”

JOHNNY DEPP JOKES ONSTAGE ABOUT
ASSASSINATING PRESIDENT TRUMP


