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Raghubir Yadav and Yashpal Sharma
train Sikkim actors

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 01 S :

Seasoned theatre art-
ists as well as ilm ac-

tors, Raghubir Yadav and 
Yashpal Sharma are cur-
rently in Gangtok sharing 
some of their experience 
and knowledge in the 
ield with aspiring art-

ists and students of NSD, 
Sikkim’s Theatre Train-
ing Centre and Reperto-
ry Company at the NSD, 
Sikkim studio theatre in 
Development Area.

Speaking to media 
persons here today the 
duo said that everyone 
needs to come forward in 
order to promote theatre 
in the region. They also 
added that good plays 
will bring people closer 
to theatre so it is the re-
sponsibility of an artist 
to give the best to the 
people for its promotion.

Raghubir Yadav is an 
Indian ilm, theatre and 
television actor, music 
composer, singer and set 
designer. He is a product 
of the National School of 
Drama, New Delhi. He is 
a respected name in the-
atre and has made an im-
pression with his perfor-

mance in many ilms and 
television serials.

Yashpal Sharma is 
Bollywood actor and 
theatre artist. He is also 
a product of NSD, New 
Delhi. He is well known 
for his roles in many 
ilms including Lagaan, 

Gangaajal, Singh is Kinng, 
Aarakshan, Rowdy Ra-
thor and others.

Mr Yadav mentioned 
that this was his second 
visit to NSD Sikkim. He 
said that the artists and 
students of NSD Sikkim 
are talented and quick 
learners and have been 
doing great. 

The centre has hard-
working and talented 
artists, he stated further 
adding that many great 
things can come out of 
small places.

Likewise, Mr Sharma 
expressed his happiness 
on being able to share 
his experience with stu-
dents and artists of NSD 
Sikkim centre.

“All students of the cen-
tre are talented and will 
gain a good name in the 
near future if they continue 
to work hard,” he said.

NSD has been pro-
ducing talented artists 
who have also been help-

ing in bringing out some 
quality ilms from Bolly-
wood, said Mr Sharma. 

Responding to media 
queries, they stated that 
theatre has its own place 
in the society and although 
its popularity has gone 
down to some extent due 
to other media, it has been 
revived and is popular in 
most parts of the country. 

The duo also stated 
that the Sikkim govern-
ment should immediate-
ly start the process to 
build a permanent cam-
pus for NSD since this 
will help in further devel-
opment of the State.

D  (WB), S  
1 (PTI): The inde inite 
strike in the Darjeeling 
hills continued today af-
ter GJM supremo Bimal 
Gurung removed party 
convener Binay Tamang 
from his post and later 
from the parry as well 
and revoked his decision 
to suspend the shutdown 
till September 12.

Gurung also con-
vened an emergency 
meeting of the Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha leader-
ship to expel Tamang and 
another member, Anit 
Thapa, from the party.

Since last night, pro-
tests in support of car-
rying forward the shut-
down have rocked sever-
al parts of the hills.

Rallies supporting the 
inde inite bandh were 
taken out in Darjeeling, 
Kurseong, Mirik, Sonada 
and Kalimpong last night.

Confusion prevailed 
among the people of 
the hills over the differ-
ences within the GJM. 
When some traders tried 
to open theirs shops, 

GJM supporters forcibly 
closed them, the police 
said.

The party leadership 
claimed that a wom-
an was killed during 
lathi charge by police to 
disperse a crowd that 
was protesting against 
the decision to suspend 
the shutdown. The po-
lice, however, denied the 
allegation.

Tamang’s house, 
meanwhile, was ran-
sacked by bandh sup-
porters. Posters were 
pasted in front of his 
house terming him a 
“traitor of Gorkhaland”.

An inde inite strike 
has been continuing in 
the hills since June 15 
demanding a Gorkhaland 
state. The strike entered 
the 79th day today.

An infuriated Gurung 
came out with a state-
ment saying, “There is no 
question of withdrawing 
or suspending the shut-
down. Why would we 
do that? Has the govern-
ment initiated talks on 

Strike continues in
Darj; Tamang and Anit

expelled from party
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REBYNA RANA
G , 01 S :

Thirty local bene icia-
ries have undertaken 

tea plantation in their 
farms in Gnathang-Ma-
chong constituency 
since August 2015, a 
programme initiated by 
area MLA-cum-Minister 
of Transport, DT Lepcha.

“The area MLA, Mr 
Lepcha started tea plan-
tation in Gnathang-Ma-
chong constituency as 
an alternative source of 
income. It is his concept 
and initiative. Apart from 
traditional farming, he 
wanted our farmers to 
take up tea cultivation,” 
said Zilla Panchayat of 
Parakha-Machong, Ka-
mal Gurung, who is also 
the president of Tea 
Growers Society, Para-
kha, Gnathang-Machong.

One and a half lakh 
tea saplings were plant-
ed initially on 30 acres 
of land. The tea saplings 
have been brought from 

Assam and certi ied or-
ganic by Tea Board of 
India.

“The bene iciaries 
were provided the sap-

lings free of cost with 
sponsorship from Para-
kha Tea and Agro Organ-
ics,” said Mr Gurung.

Gnathang-Machong explores tea cultivation 
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LPG price hiked by Rs 7 per
cylinder, ATF by 4%

N  D , S  1 (PTI): Subsidised cooking gas 
(LPG) price was on Friday raised by over Rs 7 per cyl-
inder, in line with the government’s decision to hike 
prices every month so that all subsidises are eliminat-
ed by this iscal-end.

A subsidised 14.2-kg LPG cylinder now costs Rs 
487.18 in Delhi as against Rs 479.77 previously, ac-
cording to Indian Oil Corporation, the nation’s largest 
fuel retailer.

Oil Minister Dharmendra Pradhan had on July 

SIKKIM POLICE DETAINS WB COPS 
POLICING IN SIKKIM WITHOUT 
AUTHORIZATION; FILES MURDER 
CHARGES AGAINST KALIMPONG SP

BIKASH CHETTRI & PRAKASH CHHETRI
N , 01 S : 

West Bengal police today broke all inter-state 
protocols and established norms of policing to 

not only drive into Sikkim in what appear to be three 
posse to effect arrests of Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
leaders, and are also alleged to have shot dead a GJM 
supporter in an encounter carried out inside Sikkim. 
This breach of norms is a major violation and Sikkim 
Police today registered an FIR at Namchi Police Sta-
tion against the Kalimpong Superintendent of Police 
on charges of murder. Several WB police personnel 
have been detained in Namchi even as some of them 
are believed to have led the State after abandoning 
their vehicles near Melli check-post.

It is informed that armed West Bengal police per-
sonnel entered Sikkim in around 10 vehicles from 

Melli checkpost in South Sikkim this morning inform-
ing personnel there that they were visiting the Bud-
dha Park in Rabongla. 

They were, however, acting in a tip-off that senior 
GJM leaders were meeting at a resort in Namchi and 

WB cops on a ‘shameful’ misadventure in Sikkim
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 S :

Sonam Choda Lepcha Memorial 
Secondary School in Lingdong, 

Upper Dzongu [North Sikkim] was 
conferred the Swachh Vidyalaya 

Puraskar 2016-17 at the National 
Level in a function held at Dr Rad-
ha Krishnan Auditorium in New 
Delhi today.

A press release informs that 
the award was presented by 

Union Minister [Human Resource 
Development Department], 
Prakash Javedkar, to SCLMSS in 
recognition of excellence in wa-
ter, sanitation and hygiene in the 
school.

Inform 
people about 
Panchayat 
poll 
reservation 
pattern on 
time: BJP 
Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 S :

Bharatiya Janta Par-
ty Sikkim Pradesh 

has recently submitted 
a memorandum to the 
State Election Commis-
sion demanding that 
people be informed 
about the reservation 
pattern in Wards and 
Zilla Panchayats for the 
upcoming Panchayat 
election two months in 
advance, informs a BJP 
state-unit press release 
issued by its president, 
DB Chauhan.

The release adds that 
the state-unit of the par-
ty apprised the Commis-
sion that if the people 
are informed about the 
reservation pattern on 
time they will be able to 
choose the appropriate 
candidate and take other 
decisions better.

The memorandum 
has urged the Commis-
sion that all political par-
ties should be informed 
about the reservation 
system before a noti ica-
tion for Panchayat elec-
tion is taken out. 

SKM labour 
front visits 
pharma 
company at 
Ranipool
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 S :

A team of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha’s 

labour front visited Ma-
cleods Pharmaceutical 
in Ranipool today. The 
team was led by labour 
front vice-president, Nuk 
Tshering Bhutia, and 
accompanied by senior 
leaders and workers of 
the party.

An SKM press release 
issued by its general 
secretary [press & pub-
licity], Bikash Basnet, in-
forms that the SKM team 
submitted various de-
mands in the interest of 
workers of the company. 
The team also stressed 
upon providing justice 
and compensation to 
family members of the 
woman worker who re-
cently lost her life in an 
accident in the company.

The release informs 
that the party will also 
visit and inspect other 
companies in the State. 
The party will place 
these issues to the La-
bour Department as well.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 01 S :

A t w e l v e - m e m b e r 
team of teach-

ers from Government 
Schools of Delhi NCT vis-
ited Government Prima-
ry School, Lum, in Lower 
Dzongu, North Sikkim, on 
a Teacher Exchange Pro-

gramme under the ban-
ner of Ek Bharat Shresta 
Bharat here on 31 Aug.

The visiting teachers 
were accorded a warm 
welcome by headmaster 
of Lum School, Ming-
ma Sherpa and Ward 
Panchayat, Tshering 
Gyatso Lepcha, along 

with officials from Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment Department led 
by Deputy Director, PR 
Dulal, Assistant Direc-
tor-North, PR Bhutia, 
District Panchayat Of-
ficer, Kalzang Gyatso 
Bhutia, School Manage-
ment Committee and 

parents.
The teachers from 

Delhi NCT shared their 
skills and knowledge 
and undertook a planta-
tion drive at the school 
premises.

It may be mentioned 
here that this programme 
is all about mixing up the 

diverse cultures that the 
nation has and make one 
super India. It is solely 
designed to make people 
of a state aware of the 
cultures and language of 
other states. It aims at 
promoting culture and 
language of each state of 
the nation.

Delhi govt school teachers visit Lum School

Lingdong school awarded Swachh
Vidyalaya Puraskar

Tadong college 
shutting down 
gates causing 
inconvenience: 
SKM
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 S :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party has alleged 

that local residents living 
around Sikkim Govern-
ment College, Tadong in 
East Sikkim have been 
facing inconvenience af-
ter college authorities 
decided to keep the col-
lege gates closed during 
non-working hours.

An SKM press re-
lease issued by its pub-
licity secretary, Ranjana 
Pradhan, informs that 
residents living around 
Tadong College have 
been using the pathways 
inside the college cam-
pus since its construc-
tion in 1984. 

The party has said 
that keeping the gates 
closed is causing in-
convenience to school 
students, general pub-
lic during emergencies 
and even shopkeepers 
around the college.

Incomplete road re-
pair work on the road 
from ICAR gate to NHPC 
guest house which was 
started back in 2009 
also adds to the inconve-
nience, the release adds. 

College authorities 
have cited security rea-
sons for keeping the 
gates closed but SKM has 
said that the campus is 
equipped with surveil-
lance cameras so there 
is no serious threat to se-
curity therefore the gates 
should be left open for 
the general public.

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 01 S :

Under the ‘Learn & 
Earn’ programme of 

the South District Ad-
ministration, 51 candi-
dates have been selected 
by Lupin Pharma Compa-
ny after conducting one 
test and viva session. Out 
of the 51 selected candi-
dates, 41 are boys while 
10 are girls. Twenty two 
students had been se-
lected from South Sikkim 
with rest of the students 
belonging to East, West 
and North districts.

All selected candi-
dates have been request-
ed to report at Lupin 

Pharma Company on 11 
Sept. Further, the can-
didates are required to 
bring along their bio 
data, mark sheet and res-
idential proof [Aadhaar 
Card/Voter Card, etc].

It may be mentioned 
here that the South Dis-
trict Administration in 
collaboration with Lu-
pin Pharma Company 
launched the ‘Learn & 
Earn’ scheme and re-
ceived 154 applications. 
After receiving applica-
tions, one simple test was 
conducted on 29-20 Aug 
wherein 51 candidates 
were selected for the 
course.

51 students from
South selected for Learn

& Earn programme

G , 01 S  
[IPR]: A District Planning 
Committee meeting cum 
felicitation programme 
was organized by West 
District Panchayat at the 
Zilla Assembly Hall in 
Gyalshing today.

Minister of Urban 
Development & Housing 
Department, N K Subba, 
attended the programme 
as chief guest along with 
Minister of Information 
& Public Relations and 
Healthcare, Human Ser-
vices & Family Welfare, 
AK Ghatani. 

Mr Subba addressed 
the congregation by stat-
ing that the programme 
was grand in every man-
ner and appreciated their 
gesture to invite him as 
chief guest. He congratu-
lated the Zilla Panchayat 
members and other of i-
cials for their contribu-
tion towards the success 
of the State as whole. He 
showed his appreciation 
by mentioning that their 
work will be cherished 
in due time and that the 
short lived criticisms 
should not hamper their 
work pace.

He urged all the mem-

bers and the government 
of icials to work for the 
public and not let them 
be harassed in any way 
possible. He also stressed 
on the fact that quality is 
more important along 
with smooth working 
of government machin-
ery within the State. He 
highlighted that the im-
plementation of various 
schemes in the State has 
to be properly monitored 
and the government 
workforce should en-
lighten the public about 
these schemes.

A d h ya k s h ya -Z i l l a 
Panchayat, Devika Subba, 
in her address, thanked 
Panchayat members and 
different departments in 

the district for their con-
stant support in making 
West District an example 
not only in the State but 
also in the Country.

She mentioned that 
during their tenure, they 
were able to perform 
exceptionally well and 
achieve recognition from 
the Centre which was a 
highlight of their career. 
She also urged the fu-
ture members to work 
creatively as a team and 
inspire younger genera-
tions to do the same.

The event wit-
nessed the placing of 
the achievement report 
during the tenure of the 
Panchayat of icials which 
was read by District 

Magistrate-West, Kapil 
Meena. In addition to the 
presentation of reports, 
the DPC also placed their 
general proposal.

During the function, 
felicitation of various 
Zilla Panchayats was car-
ried out which was pre-
sented by the chief guest 
while Letter of Gratitude 
was presented to the 
MLAs-cum-DPC mem-
bers, ex Sachivas, ex Dis-
trict Panchayat Of icers, 
Additional District Col-
lectors [Development], 
Zilla Panchayat function-
aries and departmental 
of icials of West District 
for their support and role 
in smooth functioning of 
the Zilla Panchayat.

Similarly, Nation-
al Awardee, PG Bhutia 
[Deputy Director-Human 
Resource Development 
Department], and San-
tosh Kumar of NGO Ama-
rjyoti were also felicitat-
ed for their contribution 
to West Sikkim while Na-
tional Awardee Pancha-
yats of the four districts 
of Sikkim were felicitated 
by Panchayat Mahila and 
Yuva Shakti Sangathan 
during the programme.

District Planning Committee
meets in Gyalshing

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 S :

Phalaichadara Junior 
High School con-

ducted a valedictory 
programme to mark the 
Sankalp se Siddhi pro-
gramme on 31 Aug, a 
press release informs. 

Retired Army Of icer, 
Damber Dahal attended 
the function as the chief 
guest. The school also hon-
ored the mother of martyr 

Binod Rai of Rakdong Vil-
lage with a felicitation let-
ter who was killed in 2006 
during the riots in Banku-
ra, West Bengal.    

The oath for ‘New In-
dia Movement’ was read 
out by the guests.  

The gathering was 
also addressed by Pan-
chayat members, School 
Managing Committee 
members and the guard-
ians, reads the release. 

Sankalp se Siddhi
programme at

Phalaichadara JHS 

Gorkhaland? The answer 
is no.

“We appeal to the 
Gorkha people to strong-
ly oppose Binay Ta-
mang’s announcement to 
call off the strike. He has 
no right to suspend the 
strike. In order to ensure 
that the shutdown is not 
withdrawn, the agitation 
in all parts of the hills will 
be further intensi ied.”

Gurung also slammed 
Tamang as a “traitor” 
who was playing into the 
hands of the state gov-
ernment.

“He has been re-
moved as party conve-
nor and a central com-
mittee meeting has been 
convened to decide on 
whether to expel him 
from party,” he said.

The next round of 
talks between the state 
government and the GJM 
is scheduled to be held in 
North Bengal on Septem-
ber 12.

Binay Tamang and 
Anit Thapa were expelled 
from the party today for 
“violating” the party line 

and alleged anti-party 
activities.

The decision was 
taken at an emergency 
meeting of Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha’s central 
committee convened by 
its supremo Bimal Gu-
rung at an undisclosed 
location near the Darjeel-
ing-Sikkim border.

“Binay Tamang and 
Anit Thapa have been ex-
pelled from the party for 
violating the party line 
and anti-party activities,” 
GJM general secretary 
Roshan Giri told PTI.

The meeting today 
also decided that the 
GJM will attend the Sep-
tember 12 talks with the 
state government sched-
uled to be held in north 
Bengal.

Reacting to his expul-
sion, Tamang said, “This 
is completely undemo-
cratic. I am a founding 
member of the GJM.

They can’t expel me 
like this. I will seek legal 
opinion against this de-
cision. “I am not going to 
form a separate party,” he 
added.

Strike continues in
Darj; Tamang and Anit

expelled from party
Contd from pg01
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G , 01 S  [IPR]: 
The Arithang Local Taxi Driv-
er Welfare Association has 
steered beyond just roads by 
crossing bridges of communal 
harmony. In order to encour-
age cultural integration among 
the different communities of 
Sikkim, the drivers will be 
seen wearing their traditional 
clothes every first Monday and 
last Saturday of the month.

Chairperson, Gangtok 
Municipal Corporation, Ash-
ish Rai, said that this was an 
initiative that could be done 
easily in order to preserve 
our culture and tradition.

“It sends a message of unity and 
at the same time, it reminds each 
of us of our roots,” he explained.

Arithang taxi drivers to sport traditional wear twice every month

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 S :

A sensitization pro-
gramme on Right to 

Information Act 2005 
and Sikkim State Right 
to Information [Regula-
tion of Fee, Cost and Mis-
cellaneous] Rules 2005 
was conducted at Deorali 
Girls Senior Secondary 
School today by Sikkim 
Information Commission 
[SIC], a press release in-
forms.

The programme was 
presided over by Deputy 
Secretary-SIC, Abinash 
Rai, Principal-Deorali 
Girls SSS, Anugrah Cham-
ling, and attended by fac-
ulty members, students 
of Class 12 and staff of 
SIC.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Deputy Secre-
tary-SIC, Mr Rai, gave a 
detailed presentation on 
RTI Act 2005 and rules. 
He further stated that re-
petitive RTI applications 

on the same matter by 
the same person cannot 
be entertained and cited 
a judgment of the Central 
Information Commis-

sion. He also talked about 
powers and functions of 
SIC as per Section 18, 19 
and 20 of the Act.

Mr Rai urged the 

gathering to use the pro-
visions of the Act very ju-
diciously and not to use it 
as a tool with a mala ide 
intention.

A memento on behalf 
of SIC was also handed 
over by Mr Rai to the 
Principal of the school, 
the release adds.

Sensitization on RTI Act and Sikkim State
RTI Rules at Deorali girls school

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 S :

A ten-day long orienta-
tion programme for 

Sherpa Language teach-
ers under Human Re-
source Development De-
partment, Government 
of Sikkim began today at 
Deorali Girls Senior Sec-
ondary School, East Sik-
kim, a press release from 
Denzong Sherpa Associa-
tion informs. 

The programme is 
being organized by Den-

zong Sherpa Association 
in collaboration with 
HRDD. 

The programme was 
attended by the HRDD 
Director (Language), 
Ugen Lepcha as the chief 
guest along with Joint 
Director (Language), 
PS Subba, Joint Director 
(Sarva Siksha Abhiyan), 
Sonam Doma Topden 
and other dignitaries of 
the HRD Department.  

The chief guest while 
addressing the pro-

gramme with congratu-
latory remarks stressed 
on development of Sher-
pa language and urged 
the participants to take 
full advantage of the 
programme.

Joint Directors, PS 
Subba and Sonam Doma 
emphasized on the im-
portance of the orien-
tation programme and 
encouraged the partici-
pants to take full advan-
tage of the opportunity, 
reports the release. 

Orientation programme for
Sherpa language teachers 

The tea plantation covers eight 
villages namely Lossing, Rinkep, 
Barapathing, Rolep, Parakha, Ma-
chong, Lamaten and Linkey.

“It takes 3-5 years for the tea 
saplings to be fully grown. After 
this, tea leaves are produced in op-
timum number,” added Mr Gurung.

He further informed that ex-
perts from the tea industry of As-
sam were invited to train the 30 
farmers on plantation techniques 
and care of the tea seedlings.

“Before tea saplings plantation, 
we had also sent the sample of the 
soil for testing at the Tea Board of 
India of ice in Kurseong where the 
report approved the soil suitable for 

tea plantation. We are in constant 
touch with the Tea Board of India 
of ice at Kurseong. Unfortunately, 
due to the present circumstanc-
es, the board people are unable to 
visit our area for further technical 
assistance,” said Mr Gurung. He in-
formed that the tea cultivators are 
presently facing problems of in-
sects affecting their tea saplings.

“Since tea plantation is an in-
novative concept of Gnathong-Ma-
chong, we will invite the Horticul-
ture Department for ield visit and 
to help us in solving the problems 
faced by the bene iciaries. In fact, 
we will be calling them within this 
week including the Area MLA for 
a ield visit. We want to know our 

shortcomings and how to keep the 
tea plants free from insects. We do 
not want to focus on CTC, we want 
to produce orthodox black tea 
which is suitable for hilly areas,” 
expressed Mr Gurung.

“In future, we want to set up a 
factory in Parakha. Since Sikkim is 
an organic state, there is a ready 
market for our tea. We need to 
have around 100-200 acres of land 
under tea cultivation for setting up 
the factory,” added Mr Gurung.

On behalf of the concerned 
public, Mr Gurung has thanked the 
area MLA, DT Lepcha, for his ini-
tiative and motivation towards tea 
cultivation and for providing an al-
ternative source of income.

Gnathang-Machong explores tea cultivation...
Contd from pg01

31 told the Lok Sabha 
that the government had 
asked state-owned oil 
companies to raise subsi-
dised cooking gas (LPG) 
prices by Rs 4 per cylin-
der every month to elim-
inate all the subsidies by 
March next year.

Rates were, however, 
raised by Rs 2.31 per cyl-
inder on the previous due 
date on August 1 and the 
oil companies have effect-
ed a larger hike to equal-
ise that, sources said.

Since the implemen-
tation of the policy of 
monthly increases of Rs 
2 from July last year, sub-
sidised LPG rates have 
gone up by over Rs 68 per 
cylinder. A 14.2-kg LPG 
cylinder was priced at Rs 
419.18 in June 2016.

The government had 
previously asked IOC, 
Bharat Petroleum Cor-
poration Ltd (BPCL) and 
Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration Ltd (HPCL) to 
raise rates of subsidised 
domestic LPG (lique ied 
petroleum gas) by Rs 2 
per 14.2-kg cylinder per 
month (excluding VAT).

The quantum has 
now been doubled so as 
to bring down the subsi-
dy to nil.

Every household is 
entitled to 12 cylinders 
of 14.2-kg each at sub-
sidised rates in a year. 
Any requirement beyond 
that is to be purchased at 
market price. The price 
of non-subsidised LPG or 
market-priced cooking 
gas has also been hiked 
by Rs 73.5 to Rs 597.50 
per bottle.

Rates were at the last 
revision cut by Rs 40.

Simultaneously, the 
oil companies also raised 
prices of aviation turbine 
fuel (ATF) by 4 per cent, 
in keeping with rising 
global rates.

ATF, or jet fuel, now 
costs Rs 50,020 per kilo-
litre, Rs 1,910 more than 
Rs 48,110 previously. This 
hike comes on the back of 
a 2.3 per cent increase ef-
fected from August 1.

Also, price of kero-
sene sold through pub-
lic distribution system 
(PDS) was hiked by about 
25 paise per litre.

The government is 
adopting the same policy 
as in LPG for eliminat-
ing subsidy on kerosene. 
Since July 1 last year, 
rates have been been 
hiked by 25 paise per li-
tre each fortnight.

LPG price
hiked by Rs 7
per 
cylinder...
Contd from pg01
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High street mens-
wear fashion brand, 

WROGN, curated by 
youth icon, Virat Kohli, 
has opened its irst ex-
clusive brand outlet at 
Cosmos Mall in Siliguri.

A press release in-
forms that the collection 
is conceptualised by Vi-
rat Kohli in collaboration 
with the label’s design 
team and is priced at Rs 
799 onwards. WROGN 
is owned by Universal 
Sportsbiz, founded by 
Anjana Reddy, a pioneer 
of celebrity fashion in 
India. 

Speaking about the 
launch, Virat Kohli said, 
“I am delighted with the 
opening of the exclusive 

brand outlet of WROGN 
in Siliguri. WROGN is un-
conventional and trendy. 
It endeavours to ful ill 
every individual’s aspi-
ration to have a unique 
style. I am sure people of 
Siliguri will welcome the 
store warmheartedly.’’

WROGN was 
launched in 2014 and 
has emerged as one of 
the fastest growing ca-
sual menswear brands 
in the country. The brand 
initially started by re-
tailing in Shoppers’ Stop 
outlets and online fash-
ion portal, Myntra, and 
is currently pursuing an 
omnichannel strategy 
with the launch of exclu-
sive brand outlets across 
the country, the release 
adds.

Fashion brand WROGN 
opens outlet in Siliguri

Old age homes in each district: 
SC seeks replies from States

N  D , S  1 (PTI): The Supreme Court today 
sought the response from the states with regard to the 
status of old age homes in every district on a plea iled 
by former union minister Ashwini Kumar for protec-
tion of rights of senior citizens.

The apex court said it was looking into what all 
could be done for the elderly people.

“We have to look forward as to what could be done 
for elderly people. Centre may be wrong but the pur-
pose of the plea is different. States should ile their 
replies to the plea with regard to the status of old age 
homes in each district,” a bench of Justices M B Lokur 

turn to pg05

planned to make arrests there. 
They had not informed Sikkim Po-
lice of their plans and did not come 
armed with any Court orders or 
transit permits.

Details of their escapades in 
Sikkim are unclear, but before they 
were confronted by Sikkim Police, 
they appear to have rounded up 
some people from Sikkim and are 
alleged to have also been involved 
in an encounter at Gupti near Sad-
am above Melli in South Sikkim.

They, as mentioned earlier, 
were acting on a tip-off that a 
high-level GJM chaired by the GJM 
chief Bimal Gurung was being held 
at a resort in Namchi. 

When Sikkim Police stationed 
at Namchi learned of the presence 
of West Bengal police in Sikkim and 
of the arrests and shooting, they 
rushed to the scene of the “crime”.

SP (South) Pratap Pradhan, 
when contacted, con irmed that 
when they learned that West Ben-
gal Police had made some “arrests” 
in the Ghurpisey area, they moved 
to the location and when they asked 
about the arrest warrants and case 
iles explaining and authorizing 

their presence in Sikkim, they real-
ized that the West Bengal cops were 
acting without any authorization. 

Accordingly, when the WB po-
lice personnel could not present 
any of icial documents explaining 
their presence in Sikkim, they de-
tained by Sikkim Police and are 
currently in Namchi Police Station. 

The Namchi incident happened 
at around midday, but the madness 
of WB police’s adventures in Sik-
kim were far from over for the day.

Shortly after, between 1 to 2 pm. 
Namchi police received information 
that one Dawa Tamang of Kalimpong 
had been shot by another team of WB 
police personnel near Gupti-Sadam. 
One Lalit Poudyal of Kalimpong that 
WB police had shot him.

The SP-South, while reiterating 
that they had not received any of icial 
communication regarding the oper-
ation of WB police, condemned it as 
a “shameful act” of WB police in con-
travention of all established rules and 
norms of interstate policing. 

Following preliminary inves-
tigation, Sikkim Police has regis-
tered a case under Section 302/34 
of the IPC (murder) against the 
Kalimpong SP Ajit Singh Yadav and 

his team. The case is under inves-
tigation. 

Meanwhile the WB police team 
involved in the shootout at Gupti is 
informed to have abandoned their ve-
hicles near Melli check-post and led 
from the scene back into West Bengal. 

The SP-South also informed to-
day that Namchi police had not re-
ceived any information regarding a 
GJM meeting anywhere near Namchi.   

And then there was a third in-
cident when a vehicle-full of WB 
Police personnel arrived at Melli 
Check-Post from the Sikkim side 
in the evening. When stopped at 
the check-post, the Sikkim Police 
noticed that the vehicle had two 
civilians “arrested” by WB Police 
in Sikkim. When no documents 
could be presented to effect these 
arrests, the “arrested” persons 
were “rescued” and the WB cops 
detained by Melli Police. 

The WB misadventure in Sik-
kim is bound to grow into a major 
issue since this is a level of bluster 
that no State or its police will let 
go of lightly. The coming days will 
reveal how Sikkim takes this issue 
forward and how West Bengal tries 
to wriggle  out of this mess. 

WB cops on a ‘shameful’ misadventure...
Contd from pg01
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WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like something 
in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Crowded Out
by Cars

Instead of cursing traf ic jams,
collaborate to ind a solution

There is a footpath lining the highway in Gangtok, 
and yet parents are not comfortable sending chil-

dren out on their own. Two decades back, children 
would rarely stay at home, gathering in groups and 
heading outdoors. That is a luxury which is denied 
the generation now in school because outdoors in the 
capital is now one big parking lot. People have been 
noticing the increase in traf ic on Gangtok roads, many 
have even ventured explanations and some have stuck 
their necks out with criticism, and all have come to the 
same conclusion – Gangtok has been taken over by 
cars. Cars have captured public spaces and pushed ev-
erything else away. The neighbourhood streets, even 
those which lead to dead-ends, have been consumed 
and the town still needs to come up with more and 
more ingenious ways to park its cars. Despite the ob-
vious glut on the roads, the rush is showing no signs 
of abating. Some years ago, a study by the Central 
Road Research Institute [yes, there is such an insti-
tute] revealed that vehicles were occupying almost 
as much space [10.8%] as the forest cover [11.5%] 
in the National Capital Region of Delhi. Anyone who 
has watched the explosion of vehicles in Gangtok will 
agree that Sikkim’s capital too is trying hard to bring 
vehicular occupation at par with its green cover. Here, 
the plant life might not be getting hacked away to make 
space for more parking lots, but it is being choked to 
death by the swarm of idling engines stuck in impossi-
bly long traf ic jams which grip the roads during peak 
of ice hours nowadays. There might not be too many 
people who remember how long a pony ride from Ra-
nipool to Gangtok took in earlier times, but it could not 
have been much longer than what it takes to make it 
from Tadong to MG Marg in a car nowadays.

Admittedly, all this description is not required be-
cause it is obvious to every Gangtokian that traf ic and 
cars have become a problem and a nuisance. What has 
still not been accepted is that this problem needs to 
be addressed. The only initiative taken to address the 
problem of too many cars has been the commissioning 
of more parking lots some of which are built and ready 
but await an inauguration. While more parking is de i-
nitely required, this is not enough of a solution pri-
marily because the parking space being created will 
already be too cramped by the time the structure is 
completed. For another, more parking space does not 
address the problem of vehicular movement. In this 
regard, Gangtok’s topography and building practices 
play spoilsport, making the creation of alternate roads 
impossible. 

The only real option then is to reduce the number 
of vehicles on the roads. This cannot be achieved by 
stronger legislations [in case someone is loating that 
idea], but can be pulled off with an approach which 
combines structured parking fees, safe and spacious 
parking in the outskirts [of the congested areas, say 
beyond Deorali or Burtuk at the other end or even 
along the bypass] and fast, frequent and reliable pub-
lic transport. Bigger cities around the world have 
worked this combo quite well and there is no need 
why Gangtok should not try out the model as well. 
This is but one option that can be mulled and what 
would be even better for Gangtok to attempt will be a 
series of brainstorming meetings aimed speci ically at 
addressing its traf ic and parking challenges. Experts 
from diverse ields can be invited to study the problem 
and offer solutions. Think about it the next time you 
stare aimlessly out of the car window at another one 
of Gangtok’s traf ic jams.

SIMON MCCARTHY JONES
theconversation.com

Steve Jobs, the late 
co-founder of Apple, once 

said “creativity is just con-
necting things”. There’s truth 
in that but there is another 
source of creativity, too – the 
ideas that simply pop into 
our minds. In ancient times, 
these were seen as gifts from 
the muses or gods. Today, 
people sometimes describe 
such ideas as coming from an 
inner voice or even a charac-
ter separate from themselves.

The creative ability to 
make connections between 
things is something neuro-
science can improve using a 
brain stimulation technique 
called transcranial direct 
current stimulation (tDCS), 
which passes a weak electric 
current through the brain via 
electrodes on the head. But 
could the same technique 
also boost creativity by sum-
moning inner voices?

When I experienced tDCS 
in our research laboratory I 
merely felt a slight warmth 
and itch on my scalp. The 
technique is considered safe 
and adverse effects are rel-
atively minor. Of course, it is 
not something to be attempt-
ed at home.

It works by temporarily 
increasing the activity of the 
part of the brain under the 
positive electrode, decreas-
ing it under the negative 
electrode, and altering con-
nectivity within the brain. It 
has been used for a range of 
purposes, from boosting per-
formance in Air Force per-
sonnel to treating psychiatric 
disorders.

Researchers have also 
discovered it can increase 
creativity. A recent study 
found it allowed people to 
make more “outside of the 
box” connections. This study 
placed the positive electrode 
over the left frontopolar 
cortex, which is involved 
in processes including 
multitasking, reasoning 
and memory. Participants 
who experienced tDCS were 
able to make more creative 
analogies.

But what about the expe-
rience of ideas that just pop 
up? Waiting for ideas to come 
is unnerving, as we come to 
realise we have little or no 
control over this process. As 
the stand-up comedian Stew-
art Lee puts it:

“I don’t know where the 
ideas come from, and it’s ter-
rifying. They seem to be ab-
solute lukes … I’m just hop-
ing that some sort of event 
will descend on me.”

Many writers have in-
formation descend on them 
from their characters, who 
can be experienced as auton-
omous entities that commu-
nicate with them. Writer Hil-
ary Mantel describes the cre-
ation of her story, The Giant, 
O’Brien as “it being listened 
to by me”. She asks:

“How can I seem to pro-
duce a character who acts 
in a way that is independent 
from me and foreign to me? 
Where did these thoughts 
come from?”

Author JK Rowling re-
ports some of her characters 
come through a “mysterious 
process no one really under-
stands”, just popping up.

Could we use neurostim-
ulation to facilitate this mys-
terious process? Could we 
even summon an arti icial 
muse? To answer this, we 
need to consider people who 
already have them.

THE SCIENCE OF IN-
NER VOICES

A common way to experience 
others in our heads is 

through “hearing voices”. 
Most of us have had leeting 
such experiences, like 
hearing our name called 
when no one is there. Around 
2-3% of the population have 
more extended voice-hearing 
experiences.

If the voice is nasty this 
can cause problems and lead 
the person to seek help. If, 
however, the voice is friend-
ly or benign, and the person 
has some control over it, they 
may never need or seek help.

Some voices are simply 
gibberish. Others say the 
same kind of thing over and 
over, like a stuck record. 
Some are like memories, re-
capitulating the past. But 
others have more creative 
potential.

The French mathema-
tician Françoise Chatelin 
described how hearing voic-
es helped her “open a new 
door on the way to perceive 
numbers”. The English psy-
chologist Eleanor Longden 
revealed how, when she was 
a student, voices told her an-
swers during exams. Another 
English voice-hearer, Peter 
Bullimore, wrote a book us-
ing ideas and characters his 
voices gave him and says he 
“couldn’t have done it with-
out them”.

Research shows tDCS can 
reduce voice-hearing in peo-
ple diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia, which is what some 
want. Such studies typically 
increase the activity of the left 
prefrontal cortex, involved in 
planning and controlling our 
thoughts and actions, reduce 
activity in the left temporo-
parietal junction, involved in 
communicating with others, 
and alter the connectivity be-
tween the frontal and tempo-
ral lobes of the brain.

So, what would hap-
pen if we performed this 
in reverse – in people who 
don’t hear voices? A recent 
study, published in the jour-
nal Neuropsychologia, did 
something similar to this 
with healthy volunteers and 
found it caused them to be 
more likely to hallucinate 
words in white noise. Other 
studies have found neuro-
stimulation of the left tem-
poroparietal junction caus-
es the feeling that an unseen 
person is near.

We are clearly a long way 
from an electric muse. Yet 
such research places it on 
the horizon. We would also 
need a cultural shift for this 
idea to be adopted – a move 
from viewing voice-hearing 
as necessarily a sign of pa-

thology to one which accepts 
it can sometimes be helpful, 
creative and desirable.

BEYOND NEUROSCIENCE
Of course, other approaches 
can also push our brain to 
speak to us. “Sensory depri-
vation” – blocking a speci ic 
sense through, for example, 
blindfolds or earmuffs – 
has some limited ability to 
summon voices. Absorptive 
practices such as prayer or 
meditation can also cause 
voice-hearing. Indeed, prac-
titioners of Tulpamancy 
claim to conjure up seeming-
ly sentient entities through 
meditation.

A simpler, although ob-
viously illegal, route are 
psychedelic drugs such as 
DMT and psilocybin. As Ter-
ence McKenna once said of 
psilocybin, “there is a mind 
there waiting”. Unfortunately, 
there are few formal studies 
of what these encounters 
are like and how the brain 
creates them. Such research 
could tell us much about 
what our brains are capable 
of, and how.

Even if it were feasible to 
use neurostimulation to con-
jure ideas via voices, would 
it be ethical? Lacking con-
trol of voices and not liking 
what they said could lead to 
distress and problems func-
tioning. Voices could also be 
dangerously dei ied rather 
than critically considered, as 
the unseen are often mistak-
en for the unerring.

Also, what would we have 
created – philosophically 
speaking? Could it exhibit in-
telligent human behaviour? 
Would it display self-con-
scious emotions, or even be 
conscious? This would be 
what many writers strive 
for. Indeed, Hilary Mantel 
describes the writing pro-
cess as “allowing a new con-
sciousness to emerge”.

New understandings of 
the brain will, eventually, 
help us tap our inner wells 
for inspiration. This process 
may even shed light on how 
consciousness arises. As in-
ventor Thomas Edison not-
ed, though, it will only be 
through a lot of perspiration 
that such inspiration gets us 
anywhere.

[the writer is Associate 
Professor in Clinical Psy-

chology and Neuropsychol-
ogy, Trinity College Dublin]

EDITORIAL/ NAGALAND PAGE

Some logic de ies all logic ~ how else can anyone 
surmise assertions that Nagaland is a Christian 

State, which we often hear by numerous individu-
als and groups of individuals? And simultaneous-
ly, in total contradiction, there are also assertions 
of Nagaland ~ or the people of Nagaland ~ being 
strong adherents of the Constitution of India. This 
creates problems because the Indian Constitution 
is very clear about the Indian Union being Secular 
~ albeit increasingly its practice is threatened. 

That Christians constitute the majority of the 
population in Nagaland is a fact but de ining it as 
a Christian state totally contradicts claims of ad-
hering to the Constitution of India. India is a Hin-
du-dominated state but by no stretch of imagina-
tion can we call it a Hindu state by the very fact that 
the Indian Constitution de ines India as a Secular 
State ~ and the Indian Constitution has no provi-
sions for any state in the country to de ine itself 
by any religion even if a majority of the people ad-
here to a particular religion in that state. The oth-
er fact of the matter is that the minute we de ine 
Nagaland as a Christian state, we create the scope 
and the space for the majority of the Indian peo-
ple, who subscribe to the Hindu religion, to de ine 
India as a Hindu country, as also reduce ourselves 
to the level of the people who seek to de ine India 
by the religion majority of her people subscribe to 
and impose its tenets on those outside the ambit of 
this “majority” religion ~ an attempt, which unfor-
tunately is divisive and totally against the essence 

and ethos of the Indian Constitution and democra-
cy. All institutionalized religions are highly divisive 
and dangerous for human fraternity but if we really 
abide by the tenets of any religion, human fraterni-
ty would be the attribute of human society. 

In any case, what do assertions of Nagaland be-
ing a Christian state actually say ~ that we are a 
Baptist-majority state considering that there are 
instances of Catholic Churches being dismantled 
and destroyed in some of our villages a couple of 
years ago; that reportedly resolutions were passed 
in some of our villages that no other Christian 
dominations would be allowed to practise their 
religious beliefs in these villages, etc.? Further, it 
is an open secret that Catholic educational institu-
tions were disallowed to be set up in Mokokchung 
district way back in the ‘60s and ‘70s, the conse-
quence of which became apparent in the 1980s. 

The term “Christian” is very broad ~ so let’s be 
very unambiguous about that. But what is more 
pertinent about the assertions that Nagaland is a 
Christian state is the question how Christian and 
how Christ-like we are as a people. The very facts 
of the rampant corruption, absence of governance 
and development and the ensuing corollaries speak 
volumes of the nature, content, character and lev-
el of the Christian-ness and the Christlike-ness of 
our people and state. Backdoor appointments into 
Government service is hardly a testimony of our 
Christianity, much less our Christ-like behavior, not 
to mention “small” issues like falsifying age, even 

educational quali ications, for the privilege of lon-
ger Government service and all the perks it entails. 

Against this background, naturally the Clean 
Election Campaign demands a totally dedicated 
discourse. Like it or not, till the time we are contin-
ue to live under the Constitution of India, there are 
certain things that cannot be refuted ~ that we live 
in a secular country ergo none can claim the right 
to de ine her/his state by any religion; that the 
Constitution is supreme ~ not culture, traditions 
and religion, which have been amply made clear 
by recent Supreme Court judgments related to tri-
ple talaqs, right to privacy, etc.; that all individuals 
have redressal in all fundamental rights over col-
lective decisions of community, caste, class, etc. in 
personal choices and decisions; that the principle 
of one-person-one-vote is paramount in the po-
litical process of the country; that all individuals 
have the right to decide on all matters of life, not 
the collective of the community, caste, class, culture 
and religion ~ and so much more. The fact is the 
Indian Constitution recognizes the validity of the 
individual over the collective therefore it is actu-
ally quite futile for collective traditional, cultural 
and religious leaderships to assert their power and 
control over individual choices and rights, much 
less characterize a state along religion lines. Let’s 
please understand that democracy is antithetical to 
clannish collectivism.

[Nagaland Page is a Dimapur-based En-
glish daily edited by Monalisa Changkija]

Democracy Vs Clannish
Collectivism 

Brain stimulation can boost creativity – but could
it also help you hear inspirational voices?
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ENERGY AND POWER DEPARTMENT

No. 63/P/stores/receipt/2005-06/387 Dated: 29/08/2017

AUCTION NOTICE
The Energy and Power Department, Govt. of Sikkim, 

Gangtok proposed to dispose unserviceable electrical items 
lying at the Department Stores situated at Sichey, LLHP, 
Topakhani and Rothak. Percentage, sealed tenders in pre-
scribed form is invited from the interested parties, individu-
als, Co-operatives societies etc.
1. Tender form can be obtained from the offi  ce of the Addl. 

Chief Engineer (East), Energy and Power Department, 
Gangtok, w.e.f 15th September 2017 between 11am to 3 
pm on production of a bank receipt of Rs.200/- as tender 
form cost.

2. The interested parties can inspect the materials at the re-
spective stores on any working days.

3. The tender may be submitted to the offi  ce of the under-
signed on or before 19th September 2017.

4. The Tenderers may deposit a sum of Rs.5,450.00/- as ear-
nest money in the form of T.D.R. in favour of Sr. Accounts 
Offi  cer, Energy and Power Department, Government of 
Sikkim, Gangtok and submit along with the tender.

5. The tender shall be opened on the same day at 2 pm in 
presence of the Tenderers or their representatives.

6. The materials will have to be lifted on where and as it is 
basis within seven days from the date of issue of lifting 
order.

Sd/-
ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER (EAST).

ENERGY AND POWER DEPARTMENT,
GANGTOK – SIKKIM.

R.O. NO. 286/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 1.9.2017

SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 01 S :

Dear Darjeeling hills bandh,
How are you? Not very 

comfortable, is it? Ought to be. 
With so many people pulling 
you from all directions it is 
very dif icult to decide wheth-
er to stay or go.

But, as you know, guests in 
our country cannot leave un-
less their hosts allow. So, do 
stay back for some more time 
till the hosts are ultimately 
fed up with your imposition. 
You may leave then. But, till 
then, don’t budge.

Yes, it is true, your hosts 
seem unable to make up their 
mind whether to extend their 
hospitality to you or bid you 
farewell. Just a day ago, one of 
your former admirers Binay 
Tamang had pointed at your 
overstay and shown you the 
door.

You should be thankful 
to your principal host Bimal 
Gurung that he put his foot 
down and cancelled your re-
turn journey. It saved your 
day no doubt, but it sure is 
embarrassing.

But, look how you have 

been welcomed back for an 
inde inite stint again. You 
should take heart from it. 
You might also be beaming 
with glee that Gurung has 
not just removed Tamang 
from the party’s chief co-or-
dinator post, but has also 
put the wheels in motion to 
expel him from the Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha (GJM) for 
proposing to throw you out. 
Now that is what I call is get-
ting even.

Your stay in the hills is 
proving politically entertain-
ing too, right? See how you 

have injected a power strug-
gle within the GJM. No one 
now knows whom to follow 
– Gurung, who is on the run, 
or Tamang, whom your sup-
porters have con ined in his 
own house.

You must also feel delight-
ed at how Gurung and his 
lobby have taken your help 
to stymie the state govern-
ment’s attempt to derail the 
hill movement by suborning 
Binay Tamang and associates. 
That makes you an important 
mechanism, another feather 
in your hat.

So, while there is morti-
ication, it must be very sat-

isfying to notice that the big 
guns like Gurung and Roshan 
Giri, plus an unspeci ic num-
ber of GJM central commit-
tee members are siding with 
your stay.

You have a custodian in 
the GJM in the hills. And there-
fore you have the privilege to 
claim that the custodian de-
cides whether you continue 
to stay or not and for how 
long. You are also within your 
rights to state that you will 
not leave until your custodian 

asks you to.
But, dear bandh, your 

presence is making life very 
dif icult for the people. You 
must have realized it by now. 
You by nature are damaging 
and so you have done what 
you do best – proved detri-
mental for the hills.

You set up camp in the 
hills during the monsoons. It 
is autumn now. Three months 
have passed in the interim. 
Don’t you feel you are now 
abusing the hospitality?

I leave the matter for your 
judgement.

An open letter to the Darjeeling hills bandh

A , S  1 (PTI): 
Union Minister S S Ahlu-
walia today pitched for 
talks for resolution of the 
Gorkhaland imbroglio.

“As an MP from Dar-
jeeling I will say that all 
problems can be solved 
through negotiation. If 
problems can be solved 
through bipartite talks it 
is good and if that fails, 
then we have to opt for 
tripartite talks between 
central and West Bengal 
governments and Gorkha 
Janamukti Morcha,” the 
Minister of State for Par-
liamentary Affairs and 
Agriculture told PTI.

“Earlier, Jyoti Basu, 
Buddhadev Bhattacha-
rya and Mamata Baner-
jee could restore peace 
in Darjeeling through tri-
partite talks,” he said.

Ahluwalia also ap-
pealed to the West Ben-
gal government to ini-
tiate the process for a 
dialogue to resolve the 
crisis.

“The state govern-
ment needs to exhaust all 
its options before seek-
ing central intervention.”

He said that Chief 
Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee had herself ac-
knowledged in the Au-
gust 29 meeting with 
the Darjeeling parties 
the right of Gorkhas to 
demand a separate state 
but clari ied her position 
saying it was “beyond her 
jurisdiction”.

“As chief minister, 
she has to initiate the 
dialogue and talk to GJM 
leaders. Only when she 
fails to resolve the crisis 

can she ask for a central 
intervention. Then New 
Delhi can intervene. She 
cannot run away from 
her responsibilities,” he 
said.

The inde inite shut-
down demanding a sep-
arate Gorkhaland state 
in Darjeeling is on for its 
79th day today and has 
hit life in the hills.

On the question of 
statehood demands in 
Tripura, Ahluwalia said, 
“The Indigenous People’s 
Front of Tripura has de-
manded a separate state 
by carving out the Tripu-
ra Tribal Areas Autono-
mous District Council, 
which forms two-third of 
the state territory.

“In case of forming a 

new state by carving out 
any territory, the respec-
tive state would have to 
send of icial proposals 
and have to furnish logic 
behind forming new state.

The Tripura govern-
ment have so far not sent 
any such proposal.

So, the question of 
forming a new state in 
Tripura does not arise.”

The Centre is inter-
ested in empowering 
the tribal councils and 
in that case too speci ic 
proposals have to be sent 
to the Centre on the basis 
of which action plans can 
be chalked out. If there 
are speci ic proposals 
from the state for devel-
opment of tribal areas 
of Tripura, the Centre 
would respond to it, the 
union minister added.

Ahluwalia had yester-
day ruled out the possi-
bility of forming separate 
states in West Bengal’s 
Darjeeling hills and in 
the Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District 
Council.

“Neither West Bengal 
nor Tripura governments 
had so far sent any such 
proposal to the Centre. 
They have not even fur-
nished any logic behind 
forming a new state,” he 
had said.

The inde inite strike 
in the Darjeeling hills 
continued today after 
GJM supremo Bimal 
Gurung removed par-
ty convener Binay Ta-
mang from his post and 
revoked his decision to 
suspend the shutdown 
till September 12.

Darjeeling MP pitches for negotiated settlement on impasse

Effort to divide 
Mizoram 
should be 
resisted: CM
A , S  01 (PTI): 
Mizoram Chief Minister 
Lal Thanhawla today said 
that any attempt to bal-
kanise the state would be 
resisted to the end.

Addressing the ruling 
Congress party workers 
at the Congress Bhavan 
in Aizawl, Lal Thanhaw-
la said that any move to 
divide the state on ethnic 
lines would be opposed.

He, however, said that 
the Mizo people should 
tread carefully while 
dealing with sensitive 
political issues.

Reacting to the appeal 
made by the NGO Coordi-
nation Committee to all 
political parties not to ield 
any candidate belonging 
to the Chakma communi-
ty, he said that such moves 
might not be in the inter-
ests of Mizoram.

“Any Chakma, who 
is an Indian citizen can 
contest elections even 
as Independent,” he said, 
adding that it would not 
stop Chakma candidates 
from being elected.

G , S  1 (PTI): 
For the irst time in nearly 
three decades, the Assam 
government has exercised 
its power under the con-
troversial Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act by 
declaring the entire state 
“disturbed” for six months 
beginning today.

The noti ication is-
sued by the state home 
and political department 
declared Assam ‘dis-
turbed’ area for a peri-
od of six months, unless 
withdrawn earlier, as per 
power conferred under 
the AFSPA 1958, an of i-
cial release said.

Armed forces de-
ployed in disturbed areas 
are empowered to arrest, 
search any premises and 
even shoot anyone with-
out any warrant.

As per Section 3 of 
the AFSPA, it can be in-
voked in places where 
“the use of armed forces 
in aid of the civil power 
is necessary”. Both the 
central and the state gov-

ernment can declare any 
area as ‘disturbed’ under 
the Act.

Assam was irst de-
clared ‘disturbed’ area 
under the AFSPA in 
1990 when the state had 
witnessed massive vio-
lence perpetrated by the 
banned insurgent group 
ULFA and president’s 
rule was imposed after 

dismissing the then AGP 
government headed by 
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta.

Since then, the central 
government has been ex-
ercising the powers giv-
en under the AFSPA.

The move to allow 
the state government to 
exercise the powers un-
der the AFSPA came at a 
time when both the cen-

tral and the Assam gov-
ernments are ruled by 
the BJP.

The of icial release 
said the declaration has 
been made after assess-
ing the present law and 
order situation in the 
state which has contin-
ued to be a matter of 
concern due to some vi-
olent incidents by under-

Assam uses AFSPA after 3 decades; declares state ‘disturbed’
ground out its.

A home ministry of-
icial said in New Delhi 

that there were 75 inci-
dents of violence in As-
sam in 2016, in which 
33 people, including four 
security personnel, were 
killed and 14 others were 
abducted.

The violence was 
perpetrated in Assam 
by insurgent groups like 
ULFA, NDFB and others, 
the of icial said.

However, the central 
government order de-
claring the 20 km belt 
in Meghalaya bordering 
Assam, three districts 
of Arunachal Pradesh 
-- Tirap, Changlang and 
Longding - and areas 
falling within the ju-
risdiction of 14 police 
stations in nine other 
districts in Arunachal 
Pradesh as ‘disturbed’ 
will continue till Sep-
tember 30.

Over 300 
people test 
positive for 
swine lu in 
southern 
Nepal
K , S  1 
(PTI): More than 300 
cases of the deadly H1N1 
virus have been report-
ed in southern Nepal’s 
Chitwan district, a pop-
ular tourist destination, 
health department of i-
cials said today.

The District Public 
Health Of ice said that 
the 309 swine lu cases 
have been reported over 
the past three months.

Nearly 380 people 
underwent tests for the 
virus and their samples 
have been sent to the na-
tional capital Kathmandu 
for further tests to deter-
mine the stage of their in-
fection, the of icials said 
in a statement.

Running nose, body 
pain, sore throat, and fe-
ver are the symptoms of 
the disease.

Last month, news 
reports said the death 
toll from swine lu in the 
country reached eight.

Situated on the foot-
hills of the Himalayas, 
the Chitwan Valley is 
frequently visited by do-
mestic and foreign tour-
ists for its rich lora and 
fauna.

It is home to Nepal’s 
irst national park, a 

world heritage property. 
One of the last popula-
tions of single- horned 
Asiatic rhinoceros lives 
in the park.

G , S  1 (PTI): Two 
teenagers here have fallen vic-
tims to the killer Blue Whale 
game after they were hospital-
ised with cut injuries recently, 
with the Kamrup Metropolitan 
district administration forming 
a committee to look into the dis-
turbing trend.

Gauhati Medical College Hos-
pital Superintendent R Talukdar 
said the two teenagers, aged 
between 16 and 17 years, have 
been admitted to the psychiatry 
department of the hospital and 
were given counselling.

“They are expected to recov-
er soon,” he said.

The of icial said the police 
have been informed as the teen-
agers exhibited suicidal tendency.

“Teenagers experiencing 
loneliness are most vulnera-
ble and have a mental inclina-

tion for some sort of addiction, 
be it for drugs, alcohol or such 
games,” Talukdar said.

The superintendent said the 
onus on preventing such inci-
dents rests on parents, teach-
ers and the society, adding that 
repeated visuals of the (game) 
victims recounting their experi-
ences sometimes stoke the curi-
osity of otherwise uninterested 
youths to try and play the game.

Taking cognisance of the 
menace, the Kamrup Metropol-
itan district administration to-
day set up a committee of gov-
ernment of icials and NGOs for 
monitoring and creating aware-
ness for controlling the Blue 
Whale game in the district.

“The infamous Blue Whale 
Game also known as the Blue 
Whale Challenge, is an Internet 
game that has claimed the lives 

of many students and young-
sters in the country.

Recently, similar incidents 
were reported from Kamrup 
Metropolitan district,” read the 
order.

“Keeping the vulnerability 
of the present scenario in mind, 
Kamrup Metropolitan District 
administration has constituted a 
monitoring committee to create 
awareness about the infamous 
game,” it said.

The committee will embark 
on an awareness drive to sen-
sitise students and youngsters 
about the deadly game and 
counsel them in different educa-
tional institutions within Kam-
rup(M) district. Guwahati falls 
under the jurisdiction of Kam-
rup Metropolitan.

According to the order, the 
committee would also be hold-

ing discussions with various 
Internet service providers to 
develop a control mechanism 
so that proactive and preventive 
measures can be planned in ad-
vance, besides a periodic review 
of the situation.

The committee will include 
district development commis-
sioner, Commissioner of Police 
(Guwahati or his representa-
tive), additional deputy com-
missioner Education, joint di-
rector health services, Inspector 
of Schools, district elementary 
education of icer, district social 
welfare of icer, district child 
protection of icer and district 
information and public relations 
of icer of Kamrup (M), it said.

Scorpion, Ashadeep and Des-
tination are some of the NGOs 
roped in for the committee, the 
order added.

Blue Whale: 2 teens hospitalised;
monitoring committee set up

and Deepak Gupta said.
During the hearing, 

senior advocate Ashwi-
ni Kumar, who was also 
the Law Minister during 
the erstwhile UPA gov-
ernment, said the Centre 
in its af idavit says it was 
giving Rs 200 as old age 
pension. He termed it as 
“not suf icient” for elder-
ly people when the GDP 
of the country was rising.

Additional Solicitor 
General Pinky Anand, ap-
pearing for Centre, said 
the Centre was coming 
up with new policy for 
senior citizens and that 
the pension amount of Rs 
200 varied from state to 
state.

Old age 
homes in each 

district: SC 
seeks replies 
from States

contd from pg03
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The North District 
Football Associa-

tion [NDFA] convened a 
meeting today at Man-
gan Bazaar to discuss 
the demand for a stan-
dard-sized football stadi-
um in the North district 
headquarter town.

Land for the stadium 
was acquired thirty years 
back and over the years, 
some of the best local 
contractors have been 
involved in the construc-
tion and development of 
the chronically incom-

plete stadium.
The Government 

had sanctioned Rs 5.84 
crores for building a 
standard-size ground 
with VIP pavilion, gallery 
and ancillary facilities 
ive years ago. The work 

has been declared “com-
pleted” but the local peo-
ple are dissatis ied with 
the results because of the 
playing pitch is not of the 
standard size, the hillside 
walls are on the verge of 
collapsing, there is poor 
drainage of the pitch and 
the unsatisfactory geo-
metrics of the gallery and 

the pavilion.
The Government has 

now sanctioned a further 
Rs 9 crores for recti ica-
tion and up-gradation of 
the ground. 

The NDFA, along with 
local Panchayats and 
Nagar Panchayats, have 
demanded that the proj-
ect be given on a turn-
key basis to a technically 
competent private com-
pany with proven record 
in stadium construction.

In this regard, NDFA 
met Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling who further 
directed the concerned 

department to award the 
work on a turnkey basis.

Similarly, the Dis-
trict Hospital, which was 
commissioned just 10 
years back, is already in 
a very poor state and is 
being dismantled on the 
advice of experts. The 
Government has again 
sanctioned Rs 20 crores 
to build a new hospital.

During the constitu-
ency level meetings, the 
public had requested the 
CM to grant the contract 
of the hospital to a rep-
utable private company. 
Consequently, he has 

directed the concerned 
department to award the 
contract for construc-
tion of the hospital to a 
competent, professional 
company on a turnkey 
basis.

The Nagar Pancha-
yats and Panchayats of 
the area and the NDFA 
have expressed gratitude 
to the CM and the area 
MLA-Lachen Mangan for 
sanctioning these proj-
ects and for listening to 
the feedback of the peo-
ple for the execution of 
the stadium and hospital 
projects.

NDFA convenes meeting to discuss
chronically delayed Mangan stadium

CHETAN NARULA
C , S  1 (PTI): In-
dia head coach Ravi Shastri 
on Friday dispelled doubts 
about Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni’s future, stating that the 
stalwart is not even “half in-
ished yet” and is very much 
in the scheme of things for 
the 2019 World Cup in En-
gland.

Dhoni has been top form 
in the ongoing ODI series 
against Sri Lanka, having 
scored unbeaten 45, 67 and 
49 in his last three innings in-
cluding the one he played in 
his 300th ODI on Thursday.

Shastri said that the In-
dia is set on the path of ex-
perimentation and rotation 
ahead of the 2019 World Cup 
but the 36-year-old Dhoni re-
mains irmly in their plans.

“MS Dhoni is a massive 
in luence on the team. He is a 
living legend in the dressing 
room and an ornament to the 
game. By no means or by any 
stretch of imagination he is in-
ished or even half inished yet,” 
Shastri told PTI on Friday.

“If anyone thinks so, they 
are mistaken and they have 
another one coming. There 
are in for some surprises. 
The old dog has plenty to of-
fer,” he said.

Dhoni remains the best 
wicketkeeper in the country 

by some distance, said the 
head coach.

“How do you pick play-
ers? When they are good, 
and Dhoni is the best limit-
ed-overs keeper in the coun-
try. Forget his batting stats, 
what else do you want. Just 
because he has played for so 
many years, you are thinking 
about a replacement?

“He is the best in the 
country. Would you look to 
replace Sunil Gavaskar when 
he was 36 years old or Sachin 
Tendulkar when he was 
36? Dhoni is still the best in 
the business, so what is the 
need to even entertain those 
thoughts,” he asked.

Shastri underlined that 
experimentation and rota-
tion will be the key going 
forward as India will play in 
excess of 40 limited-overs 
matches before the next 
World Cup.

He also endorsed the se-
lectors’ decision to keep it-
ness as the primary criterion 
for selection in this process.

“ODIs are where we will 
experiment. Winning and los-
ing will not matter so much. 
Of course, you play to win but 
we have to try all possible 
combinations. It is a long way 
to go until the World Cup and 
we want to take one series at 
a time.

“Most of our players have 
played in this series already, 
and the endeavour will be to 
rotate the players giving ev-
eryone enough opportunity. 
So that when we have 12-15 
months to go for the World 
Cup, we have a nucleus of 
about 18-20 players in place. 
And we can then choose from 
this group just before the 
World Cup begins.

“Obviously form will be 
important before that too, 
but the nucleus will be pretty 
much in place, he said.

Shastri further said no 
compromise will be made on 
itness.

“We want the best ield-

ing side on the park. That’s it.
So how do you become 

the best ielding side on the 
park? Fitness. And that’s why 
there have been parameters 
set.

“My job is not to get in-
volved in selection ever be-
cause I want my players to 
trust me. That’s the job of 
selectors. They watch more 
cricket and they see it the 
year around. If anyone its 
into their parameters, de-
pending on their form, then 
on the cricket ield, they are 
available for selection.”

When pointedly asked if 
itness parameters could see 

big names as Yuvraj Singh 

and Suresh Raina dropped 
from World Cup plans, the 
coach nodded in agreement 
and said,”Yes. When there are 
parameters put in place and 
that’s the vision of the team, 
then everyone has to it into 
those parameters. It is as 
simple as that.”

Shastri’s reign as full-time 
coach has seen a winning 
start for team India as they 
won a second consecutive 
Test series in Sri Lanka and 
now have already wrapped 
up the ODI series in domi-
nant style.

The coach though has his 
sights irmly on the overseas 
schedule coming up.

“It has been a very good 
tour and the team has shown 
a lot of character. We were 
seven-down in the second 
ODI at Pallekele, and it need-
ed a lot of character to pull off 
a win from there.

“When you are play-
ing the same opposition 
so much, and travelling so 
much, it could lead to mental 
fatigue. The challenge is to 
keep yourself motivated and 
hungry. While there is a lot 
of limited-overs cricket to be 
played in the next two years, 
at the same time, don t forget, 
there is a heck of a lot of Test 
cricket as well,” said Shastri.

He said India have the po-
tential to win all around the 
world.

“If you look at world 
cricket today, there is not one 
team in the world that travels 
well. Not a single one, but In-
dia can be that team. And we 
are already doing it bit by bit.

“If you look at last three 
years, we are starting to trav-
el well. We won the ODI se-
ries in England in 2014. We 
whitewashed Australia (3-0 
in the T20 series in 2016), 
and I don’t even remember 
which team has ever done 
that in Australia. We have 
back-to-back series here in 
Sri Lanka. We won the Asia 
Cup last year. So this young 

side has already had a lot of 
‘ irsts’ overseas.”

The likes of Ashwin and 
Cheteshwar Pujara are away 
in England playing out the 
last weeks of the County 
Championship.

Shastri con irmed that Is-
hant Sharma will be joining 
them soon, and added that he 
would like to see more fast 
bowlers as well as top-order 
batsmen make their way to 
the County circuit, especially 
before the Test series in En-
gland next summer.

“I am all for that. Pujara, 
Ashwin and now Ishant is 
also going, I think he is join-
ing Kent. These are vital and 
key players in our team. The 
more players go, the merrier. 
I would like to see a couple 
more of fast bowlers going 
there.

“Zaheer Khan went 
there for a couple seasons 
to Worcestershire and he 
was a changed bowler. So 
I would love to see Umesh 
Yadav or Mohammed Shami 
going there, even if for short 
periods,” said the coach. “And 
why just the bowlers, the 
batsmen should go too.

If they want to before the 
tour, be it Virat Kohli, Shi-
khar Dhawan, Rohit Sharma 
or others, I am all for it,” he 
signed off.

Dhoni is not even half fi nished yet: Ravi Shastri

SUMMIT REPORT
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A three-member Sik-
kim Chess Associa-

tion [SCA] team is rep-
resenting the State in 
the 47th National Junior 
Chess Championship 
2017 to be held from 03-
11 Sept at Patna in Bihar. 
The State team members 
are Rohit Gurung [FIDE 
rating 1987], Sourab 
Subba [1559] and Bhoj 
Bahadur Chettri [1503]. 
The team will be accom-
panied by Thendup Ta-

mang as team manager.
On behalf of the SCA, 

general secretary and 
international arbiter, 
Mahendra Dhakal, has 
extended best wishes to 
the team members and 
encouraged them to give 
their best in the cham-
pionship. He expressed 
his hope that the State 
players will not only 
make it to the top 10 but 
will also improve their 
rating. The team will be 
leaving on 02 Sept for 
the championship.

SCA team to represent
Sikkim in National Jr

Chess C’ship

FIFA U-17 
World Cup: 
Gear up, 
pollution 
panel directs 
authorities 
in Delhi
N  D , S  1 (PTI): 
A Supreme Court-ap-
pointed pollution mon-
itoring panel today in-
structed authorities in 
the capital to gear up to 
avert any air pollution 
crisis during the upcom-
ing FIFA U-17 World Cup.

The Central Pollution 
Control Board informed 
the Environment Pollution 
(Prevention and Control) 
Authority (EPCA) that it 
has written to all the states 
which will host the match-
es of the world cup listing 
preventive measures.

During a meeting to 
review the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan, which 
lists measures to prevent 
pollution spiralling out of 
hand, the EPCA stressed 
that the capital cannot af-
ford any repeat of 2010, 
when dust pollution had 
shrouded Delhi during the 
Commonwealth Games.

A host of measures 
under the severe catego-
ry of the plan, which in-
clude the closure of the 
Badarpur thermal power 
plant, will kick in on Oc-
tober 15, the EPCA said.

The issue was also 
discussed in a meeting 
that was chaired by Lt 
Governor Anil Baijal re-
cently. Authorities had 
considered preponing 
the date of closure of the 
plant, but eventually de-
cided against doing so.

The 24-team tourna-
ment will have eight match-
es in Delhi Jawaharlal Neh-
ru Stadium between Oc-
tober 6 and 16, just before 
the onset of winter, stubble 
burning in Punjab and 
Haryana, and Diwali, which 
push up pollution levels in 
the city to alarming levels.

According to the 
CPCB advisory, mech-
anised sweeping will 
have to be undertaken in 
the spots in and around 
the match venues and 
focus has to be put on 
traf ic management and 
parking of vehicles.

P , S  1 (AP): Cristiano 
Ronaldo scored a hat trick to 
move past Pele on the list of all-
time international goalscorers 
as Portugal beat Faeroe Islands 
5-1 to stay close to Switzerland 
at the top of Group B in World 
Cup European qualifying.

Ronaldo netted with a neat 
volley from inside the area then 
added two other goals to sur-
pass the Brazil great and move 
into second place on the list of 
Europe’s all-time scorers with 
78 goals. He’s six behind Hunga-
ry great Ferenc Puskas.

Pele scored 77 goals for Brazil.
Switzerland stayed perfect 

in qualifying by defeating An-
dorra 3-0 in a match interrupted 
by poor pitch conditions under 
heavy rain in St. Gallen.

The Swiss reached 21 points, 
three more than second- placed 

Portugal, and is guaranteed 
to inish irst or second in the 
group. The winner automatically 
quali ies for the 2018 World Cup 
in Russia, while the runner-up 
has to go through a playoff.

Hungary stayed a distant 
third with 10 points after de-
feating last-placed Latvia 3-1 at 
home.

Ronaldo scored twice in 
the irst half and once after the 
break to reach 14 goals in seven 
Group B matches.

The Real Madrid striker 

opened the scoring with a side- 
volley by the far post. He added 
his second by converting a pen-
alty kick, and the third came af-
ter a neat fake shot that fooled 
a defender and left him open in 
front of the goal.

William Carvalho and Nel-
son Oliveira also scored for the 
defending European champi-
ons, which have won six straight 
matches since their opening loss 
at Switzerland.

Switzerland overcame poor 
pitch conditions in St. Gallen to 

defeat Andorra for its seventh 
straight victory in Group B.

The match was interrupted 
in each half as workers came on 
the ield to clear standing water.

Haris Seferovic scored just 
before halftime and again after 
the break, and Stephan Licht-
steiner added the inal goal for 
the 3-0 victory.

Hungary kept pace with 
Switzerland and Portugal thanks 
to a routine 3-1 win over last-
placed Latvia.

Tamas Kadar and Adam 
Szalai scored for Hungary in the 
irst half and Balazs Dzsudzsak 

added the third following the 
break after Gints Freimanis had 
pulled Latvia closer before half-
time.

The victory left Hungary ive 
points clear of fourth- placed 
Faeroe Islands.

Ronaldo scores 3 in Portugal win, passes Pele in goals table

P , S  1 (PTI): In-
dian Super League Team 
FC Goa have completed 
the dual signings of mid-
ielder Edu Bedia and 

striker Adrian Colunga 
to complete its foreigner 
quota for the 4th Season 
of the Hero Indian Super 
League.

Edu Bedia has signed 
on a two-year-deal with 
the Goan Club, after the 
Spaniard rescinded his 
contract with Real Zara-
goza in Spain.

The mid ielder, who 
largely operates as a cen-
tral mid ielder, can also 
play higher up the pitch 
just behind the striker.

A technically skilled 
player, Bedia is a product 
of the Racing Santand-
er before progressing to 
play for the irst team of 
the Cantabrian club, the 
FC Goa said in a release 
today.

Bedia then moved to 
Hercules via Salamanca 
before his most success-

ful spell as part of the 
FC Barcelona’s B Team 
where he notched up 
seven goals in a single 
season while at the Cata-
lan club.

This is Bedia’s second 
spell out side of Spain 
having turned out for 
1860 Munich previously.

Bedia is expected 
to form a key part of 
Lobera’s plan and hav-
ing played with Manuel 
Lanzarote last year, there 
will be an expectation 
from the two to hit the 
ground running.

“Following Bedia’s 
signature, the club have 
moved quickly to sign 
Adrian Colunga as the 
second striking option 
for the club. With over 
14 years of experience 
in the top divisions of 
Europe, Colunga is ex-
pected to give Coro 
tough competition for 
the starting striker spot 
at the club,” the release 
said.

FC Goa signs Edu Bedia and Adrian
Colunga for Indian Super League
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR BENEFIT MORNING

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:31/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 95K 65482
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 65482 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
20528 35876 38432 52309 52910
55310 61975 66581 69257 88511
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
03895 28500 37398 64999 69989
71822 80314 89783 94314 94985
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0096 1748 2061 2363 3253 3791 4657 5245 7362 9589
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0857 0988 2760 3324 4468 5489 5831 6128 8048 9960
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0053 0170 0265 0275 0289 0333 0499 0500 0623 0735
0736 0757 1385 1393 1651 2161 2210 2217 2315 2414
2417 2476 2509 2578 2603 2619 2621 2717 2889 2897
2928 2936 3057 3095 3120 3245 3398 3494 3510 3602
3736 3738 3770 3796 3856 3931 3962 4041 4078 4221
4364 4470 4496 4504 4508 4515 4554 4735 4870 5033
5170 5282 5312 5612 5758 5816 5899 6067 6076 6244
6295 6462 6472 6569 6681 7191 7219 7229 7505 7520
7833 7936 8032 8054 8058 8316 8483 8796 8821 8950
9140 9208 9347 9354 9365 9419 9529 9659 9721 9904
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR VULTURE EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:5 DrawDate on:01/09/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 82K 29488
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 29488 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
05177 30713 40146 48126 51843
58449 68720 71908 87970 93683
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
13191 26316 34108 34916 51729
66404 71248 77910 89239 96449
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0526 2222 4988 5037 5305 5591 5994 6775 7233 7868
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0389 1571 2216 2362 2890 6786 6904 7614 7658 9509
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0135 0149 0201 0207 0213 0594 0702 0814 1143 1170
1173 1178 1330 1365 1429 1591 1649 1710 1771 1841
1845 2161 2179 2351 2489 2535 2591 2709 2842 2931
2952 3095 3395 3441 3445 3462 3480 3514 4210 4245
4312 4414 4442 4459 4479 4550 4653 4724 4754 4786
4918 4942 4964 4982 5185 5279 5317 5319 5336 5414
5481 5504 5665 5738 5841 5860 5875 5876 6112 6154
6320 6438 6468 6492 6680 6839 7028 7159 7268 7364
7541 7569 7865 7987 8120 8360 8384 8690 8710 8805
8939 9122 9138 9157 9328 9414 9439 9454 9665 9758
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR KIND

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:31/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 97E 98967
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 98967 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
02766 03675 13488 17045 18224
29127 73384 79984 86944 92762
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
04303 08561 23933 24782 27336
29171 36733 63702 69947 74278
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0499 1511 2818 4198 5556 7759 8379 8456 8606 8944
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0527 2246 2569 2648 4176 6989 7457 7547 9230 9850
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0054 0123 0273 0395 0423 0432 0551 0586 0590 0679
0895 1015 1088 1143 1151 1316 1390 1475 1835 1967
2073 2088 2205 2310 2320 2459 2499 2610 2661 2675
2681 2711 2893 2986 3020 3077 3102 3186 3240 3297
3338 3491 3517 3581 3658 3696 3809 3914 3942 4089
4099 4133 4186 4237 4404 4457 4514 4719 4848 4879
5081 5117 5866 5955 6176 6194 6225 6650 6659 6786
6928 7047 7077 7151 7309 7451 7541 7589 7728 7793
7819 7884 8074 8233 8316 8384 8726 8978 9091 9141
9363 9560 9587 9612 9752 9838 9852 9861 9880 9932
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

Anthyesthi Kriya 
A warm-hearted man with 
a resounding voice, Puran 
Chandra Gurung lived 
his life with joy, laughter 
and goodwill. He always 
wished all life their well be-
ing. On the 12th of August, 
2017, his delightful journey 
in this realm came to an 

end. We, the family members, would like to 
thank everyone who was a part of his story. 
We believe that he responsibly concluded his 
role as a husband, father, brother, friend and 
a public servant. While we reminisce about 
him, we request everyone who cared and 
wished him well to join us in offering prayers 
and to bid him a fi nal farewell. The ceremony 
will be held at our residence in Gairee Gaon, 
Tadong, Gangtok on the 2nd of September, 
2017 (Saturday). 

Basudha Syangden (Wife), Dr. Upashna 
Gurung (Daughter), Namgyal Tashi Bhut-

ia (Son in law), Upendra Gurung (Son), Ph: 
9647889413; 9475504210; 7797672743

NOTICE
The State Civil Service mourns the 
passing away of Mr Tempo Gyamtso, 
former civil servant, Government of 
Sikkim on 26 August, 2017.

He will always be remembered for 
his positive outlook, tremendous zest 
for life and his encouragement for his 
juniors.

In his passing we have lost a good 
human being. We express our heartfelt 
condolence and extend our sympathy 
to the bereaved family.

STATE CIVIL SERVICE MEMBERS,
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

GENERAL LAND FOR 
SALE: Roadside plots 
(general land) available 
for sale at Adampool, 
east Sikkim. Contact 
9434117687 for further 
details and to arrange site 
visits.

N  D , S  1 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court today agreed 
to hear on September 4 a plea 
against deportation of ille-
gal Rohingya Muslim immi-
grants to Myanmar on several 
grounds, including violation 
of international human rights 
conventions.

A bench, comprising Chief 
Justice Dipak Misra and Jus-
tices A M Khanwilkar and D 
Y Chandrachud, considered 
the submissions of lawyer 
Prashant Bhushan that the 
plea required urgent hearing 
in view of the decision of the 
government to send the Ro-
hingya tribals back to their 
native land.

The plea, iled by two 
Rohingya immigrants, Mo-
hammad Salimullah and 
Mohammad Shaqir, who are 
registered refugees under the 
United Nations High Commis-
sion of Refugees (UNHCR), 
claimed they had taken refuge 
in India after escaping from 
Myanmar due to widespread 
discrimination, violence and 
bloodshed against the com-
munity there.

“Proposed deportation is 
contrary to the constitution-
al protections of Article 14 
(Right to Equality), Article 
21 (Right to Life and Person-
al Liberty) and Article 51(c) 

of the Constitution of India, 
which provides equal rights 
and liberty to every person.

“This act would also be in 
contradiction with the princi-
ple of ‘Non-Refoulement’, which 
has been widely recognised as 
a principle of Customary In-
ternational Law,” the plea said, 
while seeking a direction to the 
government not to deport them 
and other members of Rohing-
ya community.

It has also sought a di-
rection that Rohingyas be 
provided “basic amenities to 
ensure that they can live in 
human conditions as required 
by international law”.

It also said that India has 
rati ied and is a signatory to 

various conventions that rec-
ognise the Principle of “Non- 
Refoulement’, which prohibits 
deportation of refugees to a 
country where they may face 
threat to their lives.

The principle of non-re-
foulement or not sending 
back refugees to a place 
where they face danger is 
considered part of customary 
international law and is bind-
ing on all states whether they 
have signed the Refugee Con-
vention or not.

“Though India has not rat-
i ied the UNCHR Convention 
on Refugees, India has rati ied 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights and International Con-
vention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimi-
nation.

“Further, India is also a 
signatory to the Protection of 
All Persons Against Enforced 
Disappearances, Convention 
against Torture and Other Cru-
el and Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment,” 
the plea said, adding that all 
these international treaties 
and conventions lay down the 
Principle of Non-Refoulement.

The petition further said 
that India has traditionally 
been hospitable host of ref-
ugees and displaced people, 
both from South Asia and 
across the world.

“Considering the mass 
massacre of the Rohingya 
community in their home 
county, India must continue 
to accord refuge to the Ro-
hingya population residing in 
India and refrain from deport-
ing them,” it said.

Last week, government had 
raised “serious concern” over 
reports of renewed violence 
and attacks in Myanmar and 
extended its “strong” support to 
the Myanmarese government at 
this “challenging moment”.

On August 18, the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) had issued notice to 
the Centre over its plan to 
deport the Rohingya immi-
grants, who are residing in 
various parts of India.

The Rohingyas, who led 
to India after violence in 
the Western Rakhine State 
of Myanmar, have settled in 
Jammu, Hyderabad, Haryana, 
Uttar Pradesh, Delhi-NCR and 
Rajasthan.

Minister of State for Home 
Kiren Rijiju had said in Parlia-
ment on August 9 that over 
14,000 Rohingyas, registered 
with the UNHCR, were staying 
in India. He had also said that 
around 40,000 Rohingyas 
were staying in India illegally.

In a communication to all 
states, the union home min-

istry had said the rise of ter-
rorism in last few decades has 
become a serious concern for 
most nations as illegal migrants 
are prone to getting recruited 
by terrorist organisations.

It had directed the state 
governments to set up a task 
force at district level to identi-
fy and deport illegally- staying 
foreign nationals.

Rohingya community 
self-identify as a distinct eth-
nic group, with their own lan-
guage and culture, and claim a 
long- standing connection to 
Rakhine State in Myanmar.

However, successive gov-
ernments in Myanmar have 
rejected their claims and were 
not included in the list of rec-
ognised ethnic groups. Most 
Rohingyas are stateless.

The outbreak of violence 
against Rohingyas especially 
in June-October 2012, led to 
hundreds of cases of injury, 
death, destruction of property 
and displacement of 1,40,000 
people and around 1,20,000 
individuals remain in inter-
nally displaced camps in cen-
tral Rakhine State.

Myanmar has one of the 
largest stateless popula-
tions in the world with some 
10,90,000 stateless persons, 
predominately Rohingya in 
Rakhine State.

SC to hear plea against deporting Rohingya Muslim refugees

Kenya is to hold another presidential election after the previous poll was declared invalid by the country’s Supreme Court. Judges 
ruled by a majority of four to two that the win by President Uhuru Kenyatta was “null and void” as a result of irregularities com-

mitted by the election board and ordered a fresh ballot be held within 60 days. It is the irst time in Kenya’s history an presidential 
election result has been cancelled. The historic move comes after a petition was iled by opposition candidate Raila Odinga. He had 
claimed the electronic voting results were hacked into and rigged in favour of Mr Kenyatta.

W , S  
1 (PTI): India wel-
comes President Don-
ald Trump’s Afghan and 
South Asia policy, India’s 
envoy to the US has said, 
underlining that New 
Delhi shares America’s 
concern over Pakistan 
which provides safe ha-
vens to terrorists.

President Donald 
Trump last week hit out 
at Pakistan for provid-
ing safe havens to terror 
groups that kill American 
soldiers in Afghanistan. 
He also warned Pakistan 
that it has “much to lose” 
by harbouring terrorists.

India’s ambassador 

to the US Navtej Sarna 
said on terrorism, India 
and the US have a strate-
gic convergence in a host 
of areas, including in its 
ight against terrorism.

“We welcome the 
new Afghan policy be-
cause we share the con-
cerns and the objectives 
that the safe havens that 
have been given to ter-
rorists in Pakistan. The 
cross-border operations 
that are carried out from 
there concern us as much 
they are for the people of 
Afghanistan. Therefore, 
we share the policies an-
nounced by the Trump 
Administration which we 

India shares US’’s concerns over Pak giving safe havens to terrorists: Sarna
welcome,” Sarna said.

Addressing the Hawaii-based 
East West Center, a top American 
think-tank, Sarna said on terror-
ism there is a very strong joint 
statement between India and the 
US, issued during Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit in June.

He also said Pakistan should 

not be using its territory or the ter-
ritory under its control for foment-
ing terrorism under its control.

“There is recognition of the fact 
that connectivity projects, while 
they re welcome, they have to go 
by certain basic rules and regula-
tions of transparency, of respecting 
territorial integrity and sovereign-

ty and ensuring that in the process 
are not trampling the political and 
economic rights of the countries 
that are involved,” Sarna said.

He also met Tulsi Gabbard, the 
irst ever Hindu elected to the US 

House of Representative in 2013 
is the three-term Democratic Con-
gresswoman.

US ban on 
North Korea 
travel comes 
into force
S , S  1 (AFP): 
Washington’s ban on 
US citizens travelling to 
North Korea came into 
force today, with the 
two countries at logger-
heads over Pyongyang’s 
weapons ambitions. The 
measure was imposed 
following the death of 
student Otto Warmbier, 
22, in June, a few days af-
ter he was sent home in a 
mysterious coma follow-
ing more than a year in 
prison in the North.

He had been convict-
ed of offences against the 
state for trying to steal a 
propaganda poster from 
a Pyongyang hotel and 
sentenced to 15 years’ 
hard labour, with US 
President Donald Trump 
blaming Pyongyang’s 
“brutal regime” for his 
plight.

On its website the 
State Department says it 
took the decision due to 
“the serious and mount-
ing risk of arrest and 
long-term detention of 
US citizens”.

Three Americans ac-
cused of various crimes 
against the state are be-
hind bars in the North, 
which is engaged in a 
tense standoff with the 
administration of US 
President Donald Trump 
over its banned missile 
and nuclear weapons 
programmes.

Earlier this week 
Pyongyang launched a 
missile over Japan, in a 
major escalation, and it 
has threatened to ire 
rockets towards the US 
Paci ic territory of Guam. 
In July it carried out 
its irst two successful 
tests of an interconti-
nental-range missile, ap-
parently bringing much 
of the US mainland into 
range.

Exemptions to the 
travel ban are available 
for journalists, Red Cross 
representatives, those 
travelling for humani-
tarian purposes, or jour-
neys the State Depart-
ment deems to be in the 
national interest of the 
United States.
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EtCETERA

ARIES: Just because your heart 
is feeling extra generous now 
doesn’t mean that you need to 
send fl owers to everyone you 
know, Aries. On a day like this 
you should channel all your in-
credible love and aff ection to one 
special person. Help him or her 
feel like an important part of your 
life.
TAURUS: You may be confused 
by your heart, Taurus. It may be 
extremely frustrating when you 
can’t keep a tight rein on your 
emotions. This internal confl ict 
is a signal that there’s a lesson to 
learn. Perhaps your heart knows 
something that your conscious 
mind hasn’t yet realized.

GEMINI: Your mind gives you 
a great deal of security, Gemini, 
which allows you to explore oth-
er worlds. You have your satellite 
outpost operating smoothly, and 
you can now take trips into the 
frontier knowing that you have 
a secure facility to fall back on. 
Find new ways to bring love into 
your life.
CANCER: This is a good time 
to get more serious about your 
art, Cancer. You were probably 
born with talent, but perhaps you 
don’t treat it with as much respect 
as someone endowed with only 
a fraction of your natural ability. 
Look at your tools realistically 
and know that you have the power 

to accomplish a great deal when 
you put your creative nature into 
high gear.
LEO: Don’t assume that the per-
son you’re trying to reach is get-
ting your messages, Leo. Perhaps 
you’ve been waiting for a reply, 
thinking that this person has 
blown you off . Maybe this per-
son doesn’t understand the ques-
tion you’re trying to ask. When 
it comes to matters of love and 
romance, you’re going to have to 
spell things out.
VIRGO: You feel reprimanded 
because of the way you reacted 
to a situation that came out diff er-
ently than you’d hoped. Trust that 
you acted in the best, calmest, and 

most understanding way possible. 
If the person you’re dealing with 
doesn’t understand your actions, 
then this is probably more a func-
tion of their own baggage and not 
yours.
LIBRA: Something unusual 
could put a smile on your face 
today, Libra. Look for beauty and 
love in the simplest things. If you 
can’t see it, then work on adjust-
ing your attitude. Your inner state 
is likely what needs to be fi xed, 
not the world around you. If you 
can shift to a light, understanding 
mood, you’ll receive the laugh-
ter and romance that are sure to 
brighten your day.
SCORPIO: It’s time to step up 

to the plate and take responsi-
bility for the things you want to 
have happen, Scorpio. It’s one 
thing to talk about great visions 
and dreams, but the bottom line 
is that they’ll continue to remain 
abstract concepts unless you work 
to develop them into something 
solid and tangible. Test this theory 
for yourself today.
SAGITTARIUS: The warm, 
loving feeling that you’ve been 
happily nurturing is calling for 
a bit of practicality in order to 
make your romantic life work 
out the way you want it to. Re-
member that less is more, Sagit-
tarius. Having love and romance 
in your life doesn’t necessarily 

mean that you have to be best 
friends with every person you 
meet. This is a good time to en-
joy more quality time with few-
er people.
CAPRICORN: You might feel 
a bit reserved when it comes 
to issues of love and romance, 
Capricorn. Other people might 
consider this rather strange 
when they see that suddenly 
your courageous forward mo-
tion comes to a dramatic halt. 
Don’t feel like you need to make 
excuses for the way you feel. 
It’s probably better if you slow 
down a bit, especially when it 
comes to love.
AQUARIUS: Things are apt 

to remain quite orderly for you, 
Aquarius. Even though your heart 
may want to soar into the clouds, 
you’ll fi nd that there’s a stable 
side to the equation that’s working 
to keep things in perspective. You 
might want to consider making a 
greater commitment to someone 
you love. You’re of a sound and 
solid mind to do so now.
PISCES: The engagements in 
your social calendar are likely 
stacking up to the point of ab-
surdity, Pisces. Make sure you 
schedule some time for yourself 
somewhere in there. Today you’re 
choosy about your companions. 
Feel free to say no to people 
you’d simply rather not see.
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A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

02nd SEPTEMBER
WORLD HISTORY
1945: Japan formally surrenders to 
the Allies, bringing an end to World 
War II. This is the day VJ day is cele-
brated or Victory in Japan day. 
1923: Following the Kanto Earth-
quake, ires continue to burn in the 
City of Tokyo, these ires caused a 
greater number of deaths than the 
Earthquake and became known as 
the Great Tokyo Fire. 
1935: A Category 5 hurricane 
strikes Florida Keys on with 
winds in excess of 185 mph caus-
ing extreme damage in the upper 
region of Florida Keys including 
the deaths of over 400 including 
hundreds of World War I vets who 
were watching a Labor Day base-
ball game. It is still considered one 
of the strongest hurricanes to have 
struck the United States, and is one 
of the strongest hurricanes ever re-
corded worldwide. 
1945- Vietnam Declares Indepen-
dence
1945: Ho Chi Minh declares the 
independence of Vietnam from 
France. French forces seized south-

ern Vietnam and opened talks 
with Ho Chi Minh, but these talks 
collapsed in 1946, and French 
warships bombarded the northern 
Vietnamese city of Haiphong. 
1969: The irst ATM to be installed 
in America starts dispensing cash 
at Chemical Bank in New York City. 
2013: Sixty-four year old swimmer 
Diana Nyad became the irst person 
to swim from Cuba to the United 
States without a shark cage. Nyad 
had made four other attempts at 
the 110 mile swim but had failed 
previously.
INDIAN HISTORY
1947- Gandhiji is mobbed in 
Calcutta house; gives up idea of 
Noakhali visit. Peace efforts inten-
si ied.
1970- President V. V. Giri inaugu-
rated, Vivekanand Rock Memorial’ 
at Kanyakumari.
1984- Thousands of Sikhs rally at 
Golden Temple to protest govt. oc-
cupation in Amritsar.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

bollybuzz!!!

newsmaker!!!

PUPPY BREAK! Melissa Benoist took a break from 
fi lming ‘Supergirl’ to visit with a furry friend while on 
set in Vancouver.

Justin Bieber is feeling the love! 
According to Twitter, the “Sorry” 

singer reached 100 million follow-
ers on Thursday, August 31.The 
23-year-old is now only second to 
Katy Perry in Twitter followers. 
The “Swish Swish” singer crossed 
the 100-million mark in mid-June 
and currently has more than 103 
million followers. Not far behind 
the twosome are Taylor Swift (85.5 
million), Rihanna (76.9 mil) and 
Lady Gaga (69.5 million).

Following the exciting news, 
Bieber retweeted a congratulatory 
video message from Twitter Music 
on Thursday, which highlighted 
some of the star’s most popular 
hashtags.Adding to the fun, Twit-

ter shared several other fun facts 
about the singer’s presence on its 
social media platform. Since join-
ing in 2009, there have been over 
two billion mentions of “Bieber/@
JustinBieber” while the world “Be-
lieber” has been retweeted a stag-
gering 84 million times.

The pop star’s most 
retweeted message has 
more than 638,000 
r e t w e e t s . M e a n -
while, the “Baby” s i n g e r ’ s 
top ive most retweeted songs are:

• “Boyfriend”
• “Baby”
• “Sorry”
• “What Do You Mean”
• “Love Yourself”

The entertainer understood 
the power of his social media in lu-
ence long before reaching today’s 
milestone. The Grammy-winner re-
vealed lyrics to his song “What Do 
You Mean” by sending lines from 
the song to 49 of his biggest 

supporters through 
the direct message 

feature in August 2015.
Bieber has also used the plat-

form to show love and support 
for fellow artists including Shawn 
Mendes, Big Sean and Drake.

And for Beliebers who’d like to 
celebrate the star’s social media 
accomplishment, they can tweet 
#100MBeilebers, which will acti-
vate a custom Bieber emoji.

JUSTIN BIEBER BECOMES SECOND PERSON EVER TO HIT 100 MILLION TWITTER FOLLOWERS

On the 20th Anniversary 
of the death of Princess 

Diana, her legacy lives on for 
good. In the wake of Hurri-
cane Harvey’s devastating 
impact on communities in 
Texas, bespoke luxury ac-
c e s s o r i e s 
d e s i g n e r 
and friend 
of the 
P r i n c e s s 
of Wales, 
L a n a 
Marks, will 
be auc-
t i o n i n g 
off a bag 
(originally 
d e s i g n e d 
for her late 
pal) to ben-
e it the American Red Cross’s 
relief efforts for the commu-
nities affected by the natural 
disaster. 

The dazzling emerald 
green Princess Diana top 
handle handbag, estimated to 
be worth more than $20,000, 
is crafted from the inest 
crocodile and accented with 
a diamond heart encrusted 
with 3.22 carats of E color di-
amonds (225 stones to be ex-

PRINCESS DIANA-INSPIRED HANDBAG 
WILL BE AUCTIONED OFF TO 

BENEFIT HOUSTON FLOOD VICTIMS
act) individually set by hand 
in 18k yellow gold. Marks 
produces a limited number 
of Princess Diana Handbags 
each year and is completely 
sold out of alligator and croc-
odile versions of the design in 

the United 
States, so 
the inclu-
sion of this 
o n e - o f - a -
kind acces-
sory in the-
H e r i t a g e 
A u c t i o n s 
Luxury Ac-
c e s s o r i e s 
Auction on 
S e p t e m -
ber 26 is 
a unique 

opportunity to honor the 
late royal’s philanthropic 
legacy. On the donation of 
the auction proceeds to the 
American Red Cross, Marks 
explained, “Princess Diana 
was such an excellent person 
and good friend, and I know 
she would be thrilled to see 
us honoring her memory. 
She was so passionate about 
helping children around the 
world, and was active with 
the Red Cross.” 

Bids for the Princess Di-
ana Handbag will start at 
$10,000. Lana Marks has 
also designed bespoke bags 
for the likes of Kate Winslet, 
Drew Barrymore, Angeli-
na Jolie as well as Jennifer 
Aniston.

The trailer of Raja Krishna 
Menon’s slice-of-life ilm 

Chef, starring Saif Ali Khan 
in the titular role, is out. It 
largely revolves around the 
relationship of Saif ’s charac-
ter with his son and how they 
overcome their strained rela-
tions over food.

Food ilms are rare in In-
dia. Chef seems like one, on 
the lines of R Balki’s 2007 
ilm Cheeni Kum and Ritesh 

Batra’s 2013 ilm The Lunch-
box, where food serves as a 
catalyst in the relations of 
the two key characters of the 
ilm. In the case of Chef, they 

are Saif and his son.
The trailer, though a lit-

tle predictable, does contain 
the warmth that is primari-
ly required in a ilm high on 
food and emotion. Saif looks 
charming as ever in his met-
ro sexual avatar and the child 
artist playing his son holds 
his own in emotional scenes.

The most refreshing part 
of the trailer is its end. After 

a fast-paced narrative, the 
trailer ends on an emotional 
clif hanger that 
feels like the 
rush of a whiff of 
aroma that exits a restau-

rant when a 
customer en-
ters through 
the door.

A few 
months ago, 
stills from 
Chef had left 
the viewers 
asking for 
more. The of-
icial irst look 

of the ilm is 
out and it has 
only escalat-
ed the excite-
ment level.

The irst 
look shows 
Saif and his 
reel life son’s 
c h a r a c t e r s 
peeping out 
of a food truck 
and pouting 

rather cutely, 
with green pops 
providing the i-

nal touch. Saif ’s casual 
comic avatar transports the 

viewers back to Siddharth 
Anand’s 2005 romantic 
comedy Salaam Namaste, 
in which he played a chef as 
well.

Chef also stars Sobhita 
Dhulipala, who will also be 
seen alongside Saif in his 
next home production, Ak-
shat Verma’s dark comedy 
Kaalakaandi this year. Chef 
marks the Bollywood debut 
of Malayalam actress Pad-
mapriya Janakiraman. It also 
stars Chandan Roy, Shayan 
Munshi and Russell Peters.

Chef is the remake of John 
Favreau’s 2014 Hollywood 
ilm of the same name, which 

starred the director in the 
titular role. Chef is co-pro-
duced by Bhushan and Kris-
han Kumar’s T-Series Films, 
Abudantia Entertainment 
and Bandra West Pictures. It 
is slated to release, or served 
hot as the poster says, on 6 
October, along with Ananth 
Narayan Mahadevan’s thrill-
er Aksar 2.

SAIF ALI KHAN STARRER CHEF TRAILER LOOKS 
LIKE A LIGHTHEARTED POTBOILER


