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N  D , J  11 (PTI): 
The GSTN helpdesk is 
inundated with calls, 
10,000 a day to be pre-
cise, with queries ranging 
from “how do I register?” 
to the age old problem 
of forgotten passwords 
even as the government 
is on overdrive to create 
awareness about the new 
GST regime.

Such is the load that 
GST Network is looking 
to double its call centre 
strength to 400 agents 
in two weeks to help it 
handle queries related 
to iling returns, which is 
scheduled to commence 
from September.

GST Network (GSTN), 
the company building the 
IT backbone for the big-
gest indirect tax reform, 
had on June 25 opened a 
call centre and publicised 
the 0120-4888999 help-
line number to help tax 
payers with enrolment 
related queries.

While over 69 lakh 
excise, VAT and service 
tax payers had already 

migrated to the GSTN 
portal earlier, as many as 
4.5 lakh new tax payers 
have come on board. The 
Goods and Services Tax 
took effect from July 1.

The GSTN expects 
more businesses and trad-
ers to register or migrate 
to the GSTN platform.

“We are getting 
10,000 calls per day 
at the call centre from 
tax payers. We plan to 
double the number of 
agents manning the call 
centre to 400 within 2 
weeks so that we are in 
full strength at the time 
of return iling,” GSTN 
Chairman Navin Kumar 
told PTI.

The most common 
problems which are be-
ing addressed by the Noi-
da-based call centre per-
tain to enquiries on reg-
istration with the GSTN 
or logging to the portal, 
password recovery and 
problems relating to up-
loading of documents.

Besides, many busi-

GSTN helpdesk gets
10,000 calls/day; to double

manpower to 400

SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 11 J :

What is real is the past one 
month’s hostilities, po-

lice iring, eight deaths, burn-
ing down of vehicles and of-
ice facilities, blocked internet 

services, a bandh stretching a 
month and despite suffering, 
the mass solidly behind the 
separate state movement.

What is also real is the lash-
point that came on the question 
of whether Bengali would be 
forced in the hill schools or not.

But, what is unclear is the 
reason behind the continued 
strife even after the issue of 
Bengali in schools was clari-
ied to be optional for the hill 

schools, the continuous denial 
to enter into a dialogue to end 

the impasse, and the blame 
game of who is responsible for 
the deadlock. The last, however, 
depends on which political ide-
ology one is inclined towards.

If one is tilted towards the 
Trinamool government, the 
inger of accusation is towards 

the BJP-led Centre backed 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
(GJM) that is responsible for 
the festering problem in the 
Darjeeling hills.

For those opposed to the 
Mamata Banerjee government, 
the hill situation is yet anoth-
er example of her making a 
mess of a situation through a 
headstrong approach, lack of 
tact and the desire to control 
everything – be it by forming 
the community-based devel-

opment boards, interfering in 
the matters of the now stunted 
Gorkhaland Territorial Admin-
istration (GTA) and augment-
ing her party’s march in the 
hills using the administration.

But, all this blame game 
distracts people from the un-
settling reality that the events 
are leading to a polarization 
of relations between the hills 
and the plains which does not 
auger well for any society. All 
stand to lose in the long run.

One thing is also clear in this 
milieu. What is happening in the 
Darjeeling hills and is threaten-
ing to spill over to the Dooars 
and Terai is not to the Trinamool 
government’s advantage.

Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee and her bevy of min-

isters can insist that foreign 
powers are meddling in the 
Darjeeling situation, the Cen-
tre is procrastinating and the 
BJP is orchestrating the move-
ment. But, the fact remains law 
and order is a state subject and 
the state government will have 
to know how to deal with it be-
sides providing security to the 
people, for not all in the hills 
side with the violence in the 
name of the statehood stir.

The Opposition and partic-
ularly the BJP, which is vying 
for political space in the state, 
insist the Mamata Banerjee 
government is so insincere to-
wards the hill situation that it is 
unwilling to take the initiative 
to sooth frayed nerves. They 
argue that although the hill par-

ties are rigid about talking only 
to the Centre, the state govern-
ment should have extended the 
olive branch to bring the agita-
tors to the table. No such effort 
other than some casual offer 
for talks through the media has 
been forthcoming so far.

All this delay has allowed 
a section of the separate state 
activists to adopt the most 
preferred and easiest mode 
of protest – mob frenzy, and 
caught between the devil and 
the deep sea, the police temper 
their response to a mob situa-
tion depending on the political 
masters they answer to.

Building trust is dif icult. 
But, build it will have to be to 
restore the Darjeeling hills 
back to its peaceful state.

Some unchallenged facts about the hill movement
turn to pg07

PAKYONG, 11 JUL IPR :

Secretary-cum-Relief 
Commissioner of Land 

Revenue & Disaster Man-
agement Department, 
Tsegyal Tashi, along 
with the District Collec-
tor-East, Prabhakar Ver-
ma, visited the affected 
landslide area at Pachey 
in Pakyong, East Sikkim 
today to take stock of 
the situation and present 
ex-gratia to the victims of 
the affected landslide.

Ex-gratia of Rs 

1,05,700 was given to 
the ive affected house 
owners whose houses 
have been completely de-
stroyed by the landslide. 
The ex-gratia included 
relief for home, clothing 
and utensils. Mr Tashi 
said that the immediate 
ex-gratia provided by the 
government was as per 
the natural calamities 
norms.

The Secretary also 
held a meeting with all 
the line departments 

where he asked for im-
mediate restoration of 
water line, electricity, 
etc. so that people do not 
have to undergo further 
dif iculties. He also asked 
for people of the area to 
be on alert and request-
ed the Panchayats to rec-
ce the area so that such 
unfortunate incidents 
can be avoided. 

The of icials also vis-
ited the relief camps and 
interacted with the vic-

Ex-gratia handed over to landslide affected at Pachey

G , 11 J  [IPR]: Chief Minister, 
Pawan Chamling, called a coordination 
meeting with the MLAs, members of Mu-
nicipal Council, Zilla members, Pancha-
yats and of icers of West District at the 
auditorium hall of Kyongsa Girls Senior 
Secondary School, West Sikkim on 10 Jul.

Mr Chamling while addressing the 
gathering said, “Government employ-
ees are for the common people and 
they must serve the people in the best 
possible manner so that they do not 
face any inconvenience. Our govern-
ment is people centric and we cannot 
ignore the common Sikkimese.”

He said that every Sikkimese should 
contribute towards the development 
of Sikkim. Effort of every Sikkimese 
including bureaucrats, government 
employees and the common people 
can make Sikkim a prosperous and pro-
gressive State, he added.

Speaking on the issue of lack of work 
force in different departments raised 
by District Collector-West, Kapil Meena, 
Mr Chamling directed that information 
about such issues be provided to the 
heads of concerned departments and 
a report be iled with the CM’s of ice 
within a week.

He also announced that a club 
house for government employees will 
be established at a government prop-
erty soon.

The CM stressed that works related 
to different schemes must be qualitative 
and negligence will not be tolerated.

“The state government has sanc-
tioned an amount of Rs 389 crore for 
carpeting of the roads of West Sikkim. I 
urge the engineers concerned of differ-
ent departments to prepare estimates 
honestly,” he added.

Speaking on the delay in construc-
tion of Gyalshing College and Kyongsa 

Sports Stadium, the Chief Minister said 
that it is due to negligence on the part 
of the concerned department and con-
tractors that the project is pending.

“Students are suffering due to lack of 
amenities at a higher educational cen-
tre just because the persons connected 
with the project could not live up to the 
expectation. It is disappointing to see 
developmental projects getting delayed 
even when the state government has 
sanctioned the funds required for those 
projects,” said the CM.

Mr Chamling has assured to look into 
all the issues related to different sectors.

Government employees for common people: CM 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

The all-party meeting 
of political out its 

and organizations which 
have joined forces to re-
inforce the movement 
for Gorkhaland met to-
day at Mirik in neigh-
bouring Darjeeling and 
unanimously endorsed 
an 8-point agenda for the 
Gorkhaland Movement 
Coordination Commit-
tee formed from among 
them.

The 30-member com-
mittee, headed by the 
Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha, said it wanted a CBI 
inquiry into all the in-
cidents of violence and 
the “killing” of seven GJM 
supporters in alleged po-
lice iring.

The irst point on the 
resolutions adopted by 
them address the ongo-
ing inde inite strike and 
announces that Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha-spon-
sored bandh will con-
tinue. Today was the 
27th day of the inde i-
nite general strike in the 
neighboring hills which 
had begun on 15 June fol-
lowing the police raid on 
GJM president Bimal Gu-
rung’s house and of ice in 
Patleybas in Darjeeling.

The meeting also de-
cided that two leaders 
from each organization 
represented in the GMCC 
will begin a fast unto 
death in support of the 
Gorkhaland demand at 
Chowrasta in Darjeeling 
from 15 July onwards. 
As of now, as per a press 
communiqué issued by 
the GMCC, there are 14 
constituent members of 
the committee.

The hunger strike 
will come in culmination 

GMCC leaders to fast unto 
death for Gorkhaland

to a GMCC plan of action 
which got underway 
today, starting with an 
appeal to all recipients 
of the Bhanu Puraskar 
awarded by the WB Govt 
to return their awards in 
protest against the WB 
Government’s handling 
of the situation in the 
Hills.

The GMCC also re-
solved to observe Bha-
nu Jayanti on 13 July as 
Gorkhaland Unity Day.

All chairpersons of 
the 15 developments 
boards instituted in the 
region by the WB Gov-
ernment have also been 
called upon to resign 
from their posts by 6 p.m. 
on 14 July. Those who fail 
to resign from their posts 
by this deadline will be 
dubbed anti-Gorkhaland, 
the GMCC has deemed.

A day before their 
fast-unto-death begins 
in Darjeeling, the GMCC 
constituents plan to 
gherao the DC and SDM 
of ices in the area on 14 
July in protest against 
blockades which are not 
allow essential commod-
ities to be supplied to the 
hills.

In the event that sup-
plies are still refused ac-
cess, the GMCC plans to 
march to Siliguri carry-
ing empty bags.

The next GMCC meet-
ing is scheduled to be 
held on 18 July.

Meanwhile, in Dar-
jeeling today, the GJM 
took out a Khukuri pro-
cession. Also today, one 
of the protestors, Ashok 
Tamang, injured in police 
action in Darjeeling on 08 
July, succumbed to his in-
juries in Gangtok. He was 
undergoing treatment at 
CRH, Tadong, here.
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J : 
Bharatiya Janta Party 
Sikkim Pradesh con-
ducted programmes 
under Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyay Janm Shatab-
di Alpkalin Vistarak Yo-
jana at Kabi-Lungchok, 
Upper Burtuk and Shy-
ari constituencies. 

A BJP state-unit press 
release informs that 

these programmes ap-
prised the people on pro-

grammes and initiatives 
undertaken during the 

three years of Modi gov-
ernment in the centre.

The release adds that 
the programmes were 
led by mahila morcha 
mahamantri, Devika 
Dhakal, rajya maha-
mantri, SB Karki, mah-
ila morcha east district 
president, Chewang 
Donka Bhutia and Shyari 
constituency presient, 
Tashi Pradhan.

BJP Sikkim conducts awareness programmes

TEMI, 11 JUL IPR :

Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chaming, attended 

the Janta Mela under 
Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 
2017 organized by Rural 
Management & Devel-
opment Department at 
Lameytar in Temi, South 
Sikkim today. Also pres-
ent were Cabinet Min-
isters, Chairperons, Ad-
visors, Head of Depart-
ments, Panchayats and 
public.

The CM handed over 
Janta Mela tokens under 
various departments 
to 45 bene iciaries un-
der Rangang-Yangang, 
Temi-Namphing and Bar-
fung constituencies.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Mr Chamling spoke 
in brief about the Janta 
Mela, a mela that has 
been devised by the state 
government to serve and 
uplift the rural masses. 
The CM made a series 
of announcements to-
wards the development 

of South District and wel-
fare of general public. He 
announced the construc-
tion of a community-cen-
tre, helipad, taxi parking 

plaza, tourism peace cen-
tre in Temi and upgrada-
tion of Lameytar public 
ground.

He added that approx-

imately Rs 2000 crore 
has been sanctioned for 
construction of schools, 
markets and other infra-
structural amenities for 

the public. Development 
of a golf course in Gang-
tok, State Library with 
over 26 lakh books, con-
struction of Ethnic Cul-
tural Centre housing all 
communities of Sikkim, 
beauti ication of major 
towns of the state were 
other announcements 
made by the CM.

Informing the public 
about various kinds of 
pension schemes initiat-
ed by the state govern-
ment, he informed about 
the increase in pension 
fund for old age, trans-
genders, physically chal-
lenged, etc. Further, the 
CM announced the con-
struction of old age home 
for senior citizens in all 
the districts of the state.

Speaking about the 
prime agenda of Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan, the CM 
informed that the dis-
tribution of allotment 
orders for construction 
of one storied build-
ings, GCI Sheet, pressure 

cookers, LPG stove, milch 
cows, fodder, grass cutter 
machines, power tillers 
and other community as-
sets to be provided to the 
selected bene iciaries.

He mentioned about 
various government 
schemes which provide 
free vaccination for wom-
en and children, schemes 
that encourage start-ups 
in sectors like tourism 
and homestays. He also 
spoke about 25%-60% 
subsidies available for 
the youth to take up ish-
eries, poultry farming, 
organic farming, ver-
mi-culture, loriculture in 
order to become self-suf-
icient and self-reliant.

The Chief Minister 
highlighted the mission 
of the state government 
to set the pace and de-
velopment of the public 
through Sikkim Pover-
ty Free Mission, Sikkim 
Self-Reliant Mission, 
Total Literacy Mission, 
Health Mission and Sik-

kim Green Mission. He 
also briefed on various 
rights, reservations and 
bene its provided for all 
COI holders.

Mr Chamling directed 
the Forest Of icials and 
the public to discontinue 
the plantation and use of 
China Teak as the wood 
derived from the tree is 
not durable as well as 
unreliable for construc-
tion and other similar 
purposes. Instead the CM 
encouraged avenue plan-
tations of various kinds 
of fruit and lower bear-
ing trees.

Secretary-RM&DD, 
DR Nepal, informed that 
the Lameytar Janta Mela 
is the last Mela in South 
Sikkim while underlining 
the objectives of Gram 
Swaraj Abhiyan.

During the course of 
the programme, Mr Cham-
ling along with dignitaries 
participated in a planta-
tion drive organized by 
Forest Department.

CM distributes bene its at Janta Mela in TemiParked tanker 
stripped of 
10.5 lts diesel
GANGTOK, 11 JUL:

Some unknown per-
sons broke the valve 

of a tanker which was 
loaded with winter 
diesel near Theng in 
Chungthang. According 
to the statement of the 
complainant, on 06 July 
the driver of the tanker 
had parked the vehicle 
near Theng due to a me-
chanical problem and 
had proceeded to Jalipool 
SNT Central Workshop 
to fetch a mechanic to 
repair the vehicle. How-
ever, on 09 Jul when the 
driver reached the loca-
tion where he had parked 
the tanker, he found that 
the lock of the valve was 
broke and the tanker was 
empty. The tanker con-
tained 10 and a half litres 
of winter diesel.

Motor bike 
theft
G , 11 J :

A motor bike parked 
at Khani Khola in 

Majhitar, East Sikkim, 
was stolen by some un-
known persons on 08 
Jul. The said motorbike 
was registered in the 
name of one Kailash 
Pradhan of Melli Dara, 
South Sikkim. The com-
plainant, however, came 
to know about the inci-
dent in the morning of 
09 Jul following which 
he lodged an FIR at 
Rangpo CP.

tims while ensuring all 
possible help from the 
state government.

Also present in the 
meeting were Additional 
District Collector-Devel-
opment, Roshni Rai, Sub 
Divisional Magistrate-Pa-
kyong, Yadav Krishna 
Sharma, DPO-Disaster 
Management, Block De-
velopment Of icer-Pa-
kyong and of icers of oth-
er departments.

The landslide oc-
curred at around 8:30 
a.m. on 10 July and 
washed out ive build-
ings of the area. The re-
lief camp has been set 
up for displaced families 
and for families whose 
households are in danger 
at Building and Housing 
Department guest house 
and RMDD annexure 
building next to SDM of-
ice at Pakyong.

Ex-gratia 
handed over 
to landslide...

PHALAICHADARA JHS OBSERVES WORLD POPULATION DAY
G , 11 J : World Population Day was observed at Phalaichadara 
Government Junior High School in East Sikkim today on the theme ‘Family 
Planning: Empowering People, Developing Nations’.

A debate competition was organised among students of Class VI-VIII. 
Further, students and teachers were informed about the need for family 
planning to curb population growth for the development of a nation, a press 
release informs.

YOGEN THATAL
S , 11 J :

After the completion of the selection 
for Ramayan and poetry recitation 

competitions for the upcoming 203rd 
Bhanu Jayanti celebration on 10 Jul, the 
organizing committee conducted the 
auditions for dance competition in the 
inter school and open categories here 
at the auditorium hall of Singtam Nagar 
Panchayat today. More than 20 groups 
from various places and schools partic-
ipated in the auditions.

In the inter-school category, Sing-
tam Senior Secondary School claimed 
the irst place, followed by Sirwani Sec-

ondary Government School and Little 
Angel Academy, Singtam in the second 
and third place, respectively.

Bro-Sis Unity, a dance group from 
Gangtok, was placed irst with Natraj Kala 
Kendra and V-Matrix Dance Academy 
from Singtam coming in second and third 
place, respectively, in the open category.

Minister of Agriculture Develop-
ment, Somnath Poudyal and MLA-
Arithang Constituency, Shyam Pradhan, 
attended the programme as chief guests 
accompanied by ilmmaker, Chunni Lal 
Ghimeray, as guest of honour. Anni Zim-
ba and Banita Lohagan sat on the jury 
for the auditions.

Auditions for Bhanu Jayanti dance
competition at Singtam 

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 11 J :  Marathon Jan 
Sunwai (social audit) for the 
year 2014-2015 and 2016-2017 
on MG-NREGA for Mangan block 
which was started on 02 May 
concluded today at Toong-Naga 
GPU, Mangan, North

Sikkim.  
Intensive ield visits and 

document veri ication was con-
ducted for various schemes im-
plemented by PRIs and block 
level authorities for MG-NREGA 
scheme by District Resource In-
stitution, North and Social Audit 
Unit for 7 GPUs of Mangan block. 

The valedictory programme 
was attended by Up-Adhyaksha 
(N), N. T. Lepcha as chief guest 
accompanied by BDO, MAC Man-
gan, Karma Thendup Bhutia, 
panchayat secretary, Toong-Na-
ga GPU, D. T. Lepcha, panchayat 
president, Dawa Lepcha, DRI 
North, R. L. Dulal, SRP North, 
Sawan Rai, ADPC (RM&DD), Lal-
it Giri, DRPs North, Dhananjaya 
Dulal, Tara Regmi, S. L. Luitel 

and Normit Lepcha, ward pan-
chayat and public.

The programme started with 
welcome address by pancha-
yat secretary while DRI North, 
shared information on the Jan 
Sunwai, fact inding, ield visit, 
cross veri ication and compila-
tion. He also informed that sanc-
tion of double bene its in same 

household should not take place 
and a Gram Sabha resolution has 
to be maintained in the register 
and not in computerized form.  

ADPC (RM&DD), Lalit Giri, 
in his address informed that 
every year Gram Sabha has 
to be conducted on 02 Oct for 
MGNREGA job plan and job 
card while work demand has 

to be placed in April itself. BDO 
Mangan BAC, in his address 
informed that RDA, GRS, PDA, 
JE and Mate should maintain 
the official records proper-
ly; household data should be 
maintained properly. The en-
tire Mates will be trained and 
updated soon, he informed.  

The chief guest, in his ad-
dress, stated that Toong-Naga 
GPU MG-NREGA work result is 
good but the paper work has 
to be maintained properly and 
from next time GRS, Mate and 
Panchayat should come well 
prepared with proper records. 
He also said that MG-NREGA 
scheme is very good develop-
ment scheme for public. 

He informed about the Janta 
Mela to be held on 14 Jul which 
will be held at Mangan public 
ground.  He also urged people 
to keep in touch with tradition-
al farming (organic) and more 
people should adopt it.  DRP 
North, Tara Regmi presented a 
summary of the social audit.

Series of Jan Sunwai on MGNREGA concludes at Toong-Naga

M , 11 J  (IPR): The 
Sports & Youth Affairs Depart-
ment conducted a workshop for 
drafting the State Youth Policy 
at Zilla Panchayat Bhavan, North 
Sikkim which was chaired by the 
Zilla Adhakshya, North Sikkim, 
Anguli Lepcha.

The Up Adhakshya North 
Sikkim, Nim Tshering Lepcha, 
Secretary Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department, Additional Director 
Sports, District Collector, Princi-
pals of various schools and rep-
resentatives of various NGOs at-
tended the workshop.

The Secretary, Sports & Youth 
Affairs, S.D Dhakal stated that it 
was the endeavour of the  depart-
ment to frame a state youth policy 
and the workshop was being held 
in all the four districts of Sikkim 
to get feedback from the various 
stakeholders so that those as-
pects can be incorporated in the 
State Youth Policy. 

He also stated that it was im-
perative to have a good youth 
policy so that the energy and vi-
brancy of the youth can be chan-
nelized effectively for the bene it 
of the state.

The members attending the 
workshop stated that the youth 
of today should be given coun-
selling and skill based training 
should be regularly imparted. 
They also suggested that youth 
of Sikkim should be motivated 
to take up entrepreneurship and 
the government of Sikkim should 
give special impetus by providing 
training and inance. They also 
suggested that vast avenues are 
available to the youth but there 
was a need for awareness gener-
ation and motivating the youth to 
take up these avenues.

The District Collector, Karma R 
Bonpo said that as the vision of the 
state government is to promote 
tourism, organic farming, clean 
energy, industrialization for eco-
nomic development and employ-
ment generation, the state youth 
policy should go in tandem with 
the same. He also reiterated that 
youth policy should encompass 
various ields ranging from educa-
tion, health, capacity building. 

The District Collector sug-
gested that the state youth pol-
icy should be designed in a way 
to provide multiple attempts for 

achieving success. As an example 
he cited that State Civil Services 
exams should be held annually 
so as to provide multiple oppor-
tunities to the youth to achieve 
success. He also suggested that 
the feedback of the industry sec-
tor should also be sought and 
Apprenticeship and industrial 
training for the youth should be 
encouraged.

The Zilla Up Adhakshya while 
congratulating Sports & Youth 
Affairs Department stated that 
adequate infrastructure should 
be created for the youth and same 
infrastructure should be properly 
utilized. He also stated that youth 
should be engaged in constructive 
activities and efforts to prevent 
social evils like drug abuse, sui-
cides should be undertaken.

The Zilla Adhakshya stated 
that it was very important to 
provide the right direction and 
support to the youth of the state. 
The department should focus on 
identifying the talents and honing 
these talents for their economic 
and social development. 

She stated that the youth of the 

Workshop on draft State Youth Policy held at Mangan
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HRD MINISTER TAKES PART IN PLANTATION DRIVE
G , 11 J  [IPR]: Minister Human Resource Development Department, 
RB Subba, participated in a plantation drive at Sikkim Government College 
campus in Tadong today. The Minister along with Additional Chief Secretary 
cum Principal Secretary-HRDD, GP Upadhyay, joined the Principal, staff and 
students of the College in planting saplings at the college campus.

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 11 J :

Shortage in the supply 
of Sikkim Milk was re-

ported in the capital to-
day with people inding it 
dif icult to get their daily 
supply of toned or high 
cream milk packets.  

SummitTimes got in 
touch with the Managing 
Director of Sikkim Milk 
Union, Ragul K, who in-
formed that due to road 
blockage along the Jore-
thang-Melli highway, regu-
lar supply of raw milk from 
the area was disrupted. As 
such, the production rate 
was low which is why the 
demand of milk in some 
areas of East District could 
not be met, he added.

Deputy General Man-
ager, Vishal Tewari, said 
that supply is usually af-

fected during monsoons 
as the milk procurement 

from various milk collec-
tion societies gets dis-

rupted due to landslides 
and road blockage.

“The road blockage 
at the Jorethang-Melli 
stretch affected milk sup-
ply on Tuesday but we 
have managed to increase 
production by more than 
70%,” Mr Tewari added. 

On Tuesday, produc-
tion of high cream milk 
was reduced by almost 
10,000 litres compared 
to the daily production 
of around 39,000 litres 
including toned and high 
cream milk, he informed.

Milk supply in the 
South and West Districts 
of the State were not af-
fected, he added.

“Gangtok speci ically 
has a demand of around 
17,000 litres of milk dai-
ly. On Tuesday the Union 
was able to supply only 

7,000 litres. There was 
shortage of 10,000 litres 
including about 2,000 
litres of toned milk and 
8,000 litres of high cream 
milk. This supply is for 
the civilians and excludes 
the supply to the De-
fence,” said Mr Tewari.

He added that there is, 
on average 20-30%, lesser 
production during mon-
soon as the procurement 
of raw milk from villages 
and societies goes down 
due to various reasons.

The DGM has as-
sured that there will be 
no shortage of milk if the 
road condition remains 
stable and the Union is 
working hard to provide 
continued service to the 
people of the state.

Jorethang-Melli highway blockage affects Sikkim Milk production 

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 11 J :

The poor condition of the Indira 
bypass stretching from Amdo 

Golai to Bojoghari has been incon-
veniencing drivers, commuters 
and pedestrians especially now 
with the onset of monsoons.

Bad roads littered with pot-
holes in certain areas like Bar Pi-
pal have made driving and walking 
risky and dangerous.

With ineffectual at most places, 
and completely missing from oth-
er sections, drainage facilities, this 
has meant that the bypass often 
has rain water lowing on the road 
surface which is directly affecting 
driving.

“Driving can become dif icult 
here with huge potholes and the 
poor condition of drains,” says Anil 
Lama, a driver.

The poor condition of the 
roads also results in traf ic jams, 
he added.

Similarly, a local resident, Mani 
Pradhan, has expressed concern 
on the pathetic condition of the 
road here. He held that such an im-
portant road, which is also a state 
highway, should be better main-
tained and the government should 
pay immediate attention.

A few months ago, an associa-
tion of drivers had repaired some 
portions of the road, an initiative 
which had highlighted the apathy 

of the concerned department to-
wards maintenance of an import-
ant arterial road.

The pathetic road condition 
also stretches from the District Ad-
ministration Of ice area to Manbir 
Colony.

“As far as I remember the last 
road carpeting was done during 
PM Modi’s visit. Since then there 
has been no further development,” 
said a local resident, Chultim Ten-
zing.

The ongoing rainy season will 
further aggravate the condition 
which will further hamper smooth 
traf ic movement and make travel-
ling more risky and dangerous.

It is a bypass alright,
but should that also mean bypassed

by maintenance and upkeep?

High Court 
sets up 
Committee for 
publication 
of Indian 
Law Reports
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

The High Court of Sik-
kim has constituted 

a Committee for publi-
cation the Indian Law 
Reports of High Court of 
Sikkim containing im-
portant judgments deliv-
ered by Supreme Court of 
India and monthly judg-
ments delivered by High 
Court of Sikkim. 

As per the Noti ica-
tion published on 11 July 
2017, the Committee 
constituted for publica-
tion of Indian Law Re-
ports is headed by Jus-
tice Bhaskar Raj Pradhan 
of Judge of Sikkim High 
Court as Chairperson, A. 
Mariarputham, Advocate 
General as - Ex- Of icio 
member, K.W. Bhutia, 
Registrar of Sikkim High 
Court as Secretary –cum-
Chief Editor, T.B. Thapa, 
Sr. Advocate as Member, 
Jorgay Namkha, Advo-
cate/ General Secretary, 
Bar Association of Sik-
kim as Ex- Of icio mem-
ber, Yangchen D. Gyatso 
[Advocate] as Reporter 
and Priyanka Chettri [Ad-
vocate] as Reporter. 

district are very talented 
but they require sup-
port to channelize their 
talents and the youth 
policy should strive to 
achieve that. She also 
emphasized on humility 
and respect for digni-
ty of labour and stated 
that no job was small or 
big. It was important for 
the society to appreciate 
that all jobs are same and 
youth should be encour-
aged to take up various 
activities. 

The workshop was 
the irst of its kind in the 
district with the noble 
aim to draft the State 
Youth Policy. The Depart-
ment also assured to hold 
similar meetings bi-annu-
ally in the District.

Workshop
on draft 
State Youth...
contd from pg02

L , J  11 (PTI): 
Free laptops for meritori-
ous students, which was 
one of the poll promises 
of the BJP, today found 
no place in the irst bud-
get presented by the Yogi 
Adityanath government, 
which also drastically cut 
allocation for secondary 
and higher education.

The government has 
also cut the budgetary 
provisions for secondary 
education and higher ed-
ucation compared to that 
of previous government 
dispensation.

In the 2016-17 bud-
get presented by the 
erstwhile Akhilesh Yadav 

government, a provision 
of Rs 9,990 crore was 
made for secondary ed-
ucation, which has came 
down to only Rs 576 
crore in the Yogi Aditya-
nath government, a re-
duction of Rs 9,414 crore.

The higher education 
sector also saw a signi i-
cant cut.

Last year’s budget 
had a provision of Rs 
2,742 crore, while this 
year it was Rs 272.77 
crore, marking a shortfall 
of Rs Rs 2,469.73 crore.

Basic education, how-
ever, saw a rise in fund 
allocation of Rs 5,867 

UP budget: Drastic cut in
funds for education,

no laptops

turn to pg05
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Sikkim Won’t
Starve

…but that is clearly
not enough

The latest edition of the Gorkhaland agitation in 
the neighbouring hills is now nearly a month old. 

The highway has been left clear for Sikkim traf ic, but 
things can never really be simple when there is an 
aandolan underway, especially when aspirations are 
chiseled-down to identity markers and agendas ap-
pear too community-speci ic; things get complicated 
then. Then there is pushback. And sure enough, this 
time around as well, Sikkim has been singled out as 
a soft target. 

Where earlier, the gauntlet for Sikkim used to run 
from Rangpo till Salugara, it is now from Salugara to 
Siliguri. The shortening of the troublespot has not, 
however, translated to fewer worries because Siligu-
ri is where supplies are loaded for Sikkim and also 
happens to be the corner into which TMC’s chauvin-
istic politics has been sequestered in the region. So, 
while the Union Home Minister might make assur-
ances, fact remains that security can only be provid-
ed to vehicles which agree to, or are allowed to ply on 
the roads. And the highway, save the few incidents of 
vandalism, have been largely incident free. It is in the 
attitudes that the problem rests. Individual opinions 
and even resentments, the people are free to hold, 
and even express if they so wish as long as it is not 
criminal expression and targeted vandalism and ha-
rassment qualify as hate crimes. So, people are with-
in their rights when they support or condemn the 
Sikkim Government’s position on Gorkhaland, but 
they should be in trouble if they incite or participate 
in harassment of Sikkim vehicles or people. It is the 
West Bengal government’s responsibility to try and 
see to it that lines are not crossed and ensure that 
when people or groups overstep, they run into law 
enforcement agencies before they attack Sikkim ve-
hicles. If this had been done, then the intimidation 
which is not allowing adequate supplies through to 
Sikkim would have crawled back under the rock of 
political patronage which is allowing it to strangle 
Sikkim. Unfortunately, the police in Siliguri is par-
ticipating in the intimidation process, emboldening 
elements which go around directing transporters to 
refuse shipments to Sikkim and occasionally hurling 
stones and abuses on Sikkim vehicles.

That said, supplies are coming through to Sik-
kim, but clearly not on the scale that markets here 
are used to. There is adequate fuel in the pumps here 
and a handsome number of trucks have wheeled in 
construction material. Essential commodities are in 
no danger of running out, so yes, no one in Sikkim 
will starve. But that is clearly not enough. Walk into 
any store and the shelves are almost bare. Even med-
icine shops will con irm that supply has been scant, 
up to a quarter of what they have orders because 
not enough transporters are coming through with 
the consignments. Of icials from the districts also 
con irm that the medicine cabinets are running low. 
Sure there is rice in the market, but not necessarily 
the brand that your family prefers. Ditto for cook-
ing oil, even sugar or the assortment of FMCGs that 
consumers are now quite inicky about. There is no 
reason why Sikkim should be so inconvenienced for 
speaking its mind. The Sikkim Government wrote to 
the MHA in support of Gorkhaland, and a day later, 
the WB Government shot off a letter to the same ad-
dress condemning Sikkim’s attitude. Sikkim’s letter 
was as effective in helping secure Gorkhaland as the 
WB letter was successful in convincing MHA to ig-
nore Sikkim’s position on the matter – neither was 
of any consequence beyond registering an opinion. 
And that should have been that. There is no excuse 
for the lines WB is crossing itself and allowing others 
to cross by looking the other way. The constricting of 
the supply chain, whether done through direct intim-
idation or arranged covertly, is clearly an exercise in 
criminal intimidation which is why Sikkim needs to 
complain more often and more forcefully against the 
impropriety with which the WB government is con-
ducting itself vis a vis Sikkim.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue 
will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

ADNAN HOSSAIN
theconversation.com

Caribbean cricket fans were dis-
mayed in early June when, for the 

irst time since the ICC Champions 
Trophy started in 1998, the West In-
dies Cricket Team did not qualify for 
this prestigious international compe-
tition, which recently concluded in 
England and Wales.

Winner of the Champions Trophy 
in 2004 and of the 1975 and 1979 
World Cups, the West Indies squad is 
now at risk of not qualifying for the 
upcoming World Cup cricket compe-
tition in 2019.

Cricket lovers are struggling to 
understand the decline of the West 
Indies team, which is composed of 
athletes from 15 countries, British de-
pendencies and other Caribbean terri-
tories, including Trinidad and Tobago, 
Guyana, Jamaica and Barbados.

In this region of the world, crick-
et has never been just a sport. In the 
20th century struggle against British 
domination, cricket was central to 
the Caribbean’s anticolonial indepen-
dence project.

Today, my 2015 research in Guy-
ana and Trinidad and Tobago found, 
its meaning has changed. For poor 
young men, international cricket is 
often seen as a way out of poverty 
and into the lap of luxury.

LIBERATION CRICKET
Originally introduced by British col-
onisers in the 19th century as an 
exclusively white male-dominated 
imperial sport, cricket quickly drew 
Afro-Caribbean players.

Afro-Caribbeans were allowed to 
join the West Indies Cricket Team in 
1900, and by the 1940s they were 
numerically dominant. In 1960, an 
Afro-Caribbean man, Frank Worrell, 
became the irst black captain of the 
West Indies Cricket Team. 

A similar quest for belonging 
spurred the cricketing aspirations of 
Caribbeans of Indian descent, whose 
relatives had been brought to the re-
gion as indentured laborers after the 
abolition of slavery in 1834.

Indo-Caribbean players, who are 
now closely identi ied with cricket, es-
pecially in Guyana and Trinidad, also 
originally saw the sport as a vehicle for 
af irming an Indo-Caribbean identity.

Caribbean cricket narratives and 
histories tend to focus on the sport’s 
association with anti-colonial re-
sistance and the ef lorescence of a 
uni ied West Indian consciousness 
against the white planter class – 
what’s often called liberation cricket.

A GUYANESE ATHLETE 
IN TRINIDAD

But contemporary Caribbean cricket is 
something quite different. Over the past 
two decades, globalisation and com-

mercialisation of the sport have largely 
undone its political underpinnings.

The new story of cricket takes the 
form of Sukdeo Sisnarine, a 23-year-
old aspiring Guyanese cricketer who 
plays in a Trinidadian domestic crick-
et league. 

Sukdeo was connected to a crick-
et club through former players and 
arrived in Trinidad for his irst stint 
after only a telephone conversation 
with a manager of the club, a com-
mon international recruitment prac-
tice in Trinidad.

Now he migrates to Trinidad from 
January to June each year to play. 
When I met him in a cricket club in 
2015, it was his third sojourn there.

Guyanese are the largest group of 
overseas athletes playing in the Trin-
idadian cricket league; in 2015, near-
ly 25 of the 30 international players 
were from Guyana (the league has 
between one hundred or so cricket-
ers in total).

Though geographically located in 
South America, Guyana is culturally Ca-
ribbean, and it is one of the poorest econ-
omies in the region, with an estimated 
per capita GDP of US$7,900 in 2016.

In contrast, Trinidad is one of the 
Caribbean’s richest countries. Last 
year, its estimated GDP per person 
was US$31,900.

For cricketers from poorer Ca-
ribbean countries like Guyana, Trin-
idad’s semi-professional cricket 
league offers inancial opportunities. 
Guyanese athletes can play competi-
tive cricket while earning some extra 
money on the side. 

When I knew him, Sukdeo was 
working in a car parts factory next to 

the cricket club he played for. He esti-
mated his total earnings that season 
at about US$5,000.

This income allowed him to buy 
and do things that would have been 
impossible in Guyana, like going to the 
movies, purchasing designer sunglass-
es and choosing brand-name clothing.

GUYANESE AS THE 
“SMALL ISLANDERS”

Such consumer pleasures can come 
at a cost.

In Trinidad, the Guyanese are 
often portrayed as backwards, and 
people routinely mock the way they 
speak English, though they are native 
speakers. “Small islanders”, they’re 
called. Guyana is not an island, of 
course, let alone a small one. In Trin-
idad, this odd diminutive serves as a 
metaphor for the country’s poverty.

The economic disparity between 
the two countries produces social 
hierarchies, with Guyanese cricket-
ers, as well as other male economic 
migrants, often seen in Trinidad as 
unwanted fortune-seekers.

This stereotype to some extent 
re lects the reality that for Sukdeo 
and many other young men I met 
in Trinidad, cricket is not so much a 
passion or a political statement as it 
is a professional pathway to wealth, 
conspicuous consumption and inter-
national travel – all signs of success in 
this neoliberal world.

Trinidadian club managers and 
owners routinely recruit their Guya-
nese athletes to play for cricket leagues 
in Canada and the United States. In 
2015, Sukdeo obtained visa sponsor-
ship from a cricket club in Canada, al-
lowing him to travel out of the Caribbe-

an for the irst time in his life.
Trinidad thus serves as a jump-

ing-off point for Caribbean athletes 
who hope to emigrate, helping them 
to connect with the Caribbean di-
aspora in North America. In the US 
alone, there are an estimated 4 mil-
lion Caribbean immigrants.

NEOLIBERAL CRICKET
Still, Sukdeo didn’t want to be in Trin-
idad or in Canada for that matter. He 
wanted to be recruited for the Indian 
Premier League (IPL), the most ex-
pensive cricket franchise in the world 
since its inception in 2008.

The IPL, which changed the for-
mat of the game to shorten day-long 
matches, boasts massive injections 
of corporate capital, Bollywood-star 
team owners, foreign cheerleaders 
and world-calibre cricketers. It has 
radically repackaged cricket as high-
paced glamorous entertainment.

Prior to the IPL, players from the 
West Indies Cricket Team – political-
ly-minded men like Sir Vivian Rich-
ards and Clive Lloyd – were the role 
models for aspiring young Caribbean 
cricketers like Sukdeo.

Today, it’s the lavish lifestyle of 
IPL athletes that most appeal.

Once a site for anti-colonial re-
sistance and consolidation of a West 
Indian identity, contemporary Carib-
bean cricket is devoid of such politi-
cal connotations.

This paradigmatic shift may ac-
count for the sad state of the West 
Indies cricket team this year. It seems 
that neoliberal cricket just can’t com-
pete with the liberation cricket of yore.

[the writer is Postdoctoral fel-
low, University of Amsterdam]

Can Caribbean cricket get its
(political) groove back?

NIMA ZAHEDI NAMEGHI
theconversation.com

Imam Khomeini’s Mausoleum and Iran’s Parlia-
ment Come Under Attack

This was a headline on a breaking news story 
published last month by Press TV, an Iranian on-
line news publication. The news spread like wild-
ire through Telegram — a very popular digital 

platform for Iranians — as people shared pictures 
and videos of the event as quickly as the internet 
allows. The attack, which left more than a dozen 
people dead, was considered the irst ISIS-associ-
ated atrocity to shock the citizens of Iran.

Iranians and the rest of the world have since 
been asking the question: Are Iranians now going 
to suffer the same fate as those who are being ter-
rorized by ISIS in Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan and even 
Turkey? Iran’s neighbours, after all, are often in a 
state of chaos caused by extremists.

The factors contributing to both Iran’s national 
fragility and its strength in the face of terrorism are 
varied and multiple. As someone who’s extensively 
studied the region, I’m going to concentrate on the 
factor of ethnicity. First, however, let’s start with 
some background on ethnicity in the aforemen-
tioned countries, and then examine Iran’s.
IRAQ
From its inception as a modern state in 1921, Iraq 
proved to be incapable of stemming the expansion 
of racial and ethnic divides throughout the coun-
try, and the unfortunate result is fractured political 
and territorial unity. Ethnic tensions are boiling 
over particularly in Kirkuk, a city located in north-
ern Iraq. The rivalry between Kurds and Arabs for 
supremacy over Kirkuk created a zone of con lict in 
Iraq, which has resulted in some observers arguing 

that we should put to rest the idea that Iraqi, as a 
national identity, even exists.
TURKEY
The same ethnic clashes present in Iraq occur in 
Turkey. Many studies have delved into the long 
history of con lict between Kurds and Turks, sug-
gesting that Kurdish minorities have been system-
atically discriminated against by Turkish citizens 
and the Turkish government alike. It’s this eth-
nic tension that provided the breeding ground in 
which the Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) mobilized 
Kurdish ethnics for armed confrontations against 
the government of Turkey.
AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN
Ethnic con lict is even more salient in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. The citizens of both countries have 
been terrorized by a series of carnages as ethnic 
tension continues to spur panic and destruction. 
Today, Pakistan is plagued by bloody combat and 
the subsequent thirst for vengeance among Punjabi, 
Balochi, Pashtu and Sindhi communities. In Afghan-
istan, so-called Federally Administered Tribal Areas, 
consisting of the seven tribal communities of Bajaur, 
Mohmand, Khybar, Orakzai, Kurram and North and 
South Wazirestan, are rife with ethnic tensions.
ETHNIC CONFLICT IN IRAN: MYTH OR REALITY?
Now, with the bene it of perspective regarding 
links between ethnic strife and national fragility, 
it’s clear that ethnic clashes stand out as one of the 
key factors behind the spread of terrorism. This 
opinion is in line with a number of social/politi-
cal studies that have found that countries plagued 
with ethnic con lict are more likely to serve as host 
to the cancerous growth of terrorism.

And so is Iran’s ethnic situation going to spawn 
more terrorism, and put Iranians at risk of being 

routinely terrorized by extremists just as their neigh-
bours are? A close look suggests that the answer is no. 

That’s because the status quo of ethnicity in 
Iran is distinct from its neighbouring countries. 
Iranians of different ethnic backgrounds de ine 
themselves not so much by how they differ from 
Iran’s national identity, but by what they have in 
common. Ethnic groups in Iran aren’t treated as 
non-Iranians, nor as those that were annexed by 
Iran; historically, they’ve been associated with dif-
ferent geographic regions within the country.

Different Iranian ethnicities living in different 
isolated communities aren’t excluded from the 
process of national identity formation. They share 
values and common social will that unite Iran’s lo-
cal identities under a national one. And the state 
power in Iran has never been greatly contested by 
the different ethnic groups.

And so it’s reasonable to conclude that it’s un-
likely there will be a dramatic uptick in terrorist ac-
tivity in Iran that would be capable of mobilizing the 
country’s ethnic groups. The voter turnout of dif-
ferent ethnicities in the recent presidential election 
— (Turks of East Azerbaijan: 69.6 per cent; Kurds of 
Kurdistan: 59 per cent; Blushes of Sistan and Balu-
chistan: 75 per cent; Lors of Kohgiluyeh-Boyer-Ah-
mad: 72 per cent) — also makes clear that ethnic 
groups are not fractured, atomized or disconnected. 
Rather, they’re politically engaged in their country.

Whether more bombs go off in the streets of 
Iran depends on the ef icacy of security measures 
following last month’s attacks. But it’s improbable 
that terrorism is going to fester among Iran’s ethnic 
groups, or destroy the country’s ethnic harmony.

[the writer is PhD candidate, Sociolo-
gy, Laval University, Université Laval]

Iran’s ethnic harmony suggests
terrorism won’t thrive there
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Anthyesthi Kriya
The 13th day Anthyes-
thi Kriya of Late Jai 
Narayan Sharma (80) 
retired SE, Building who 
left for his heavenly 
abode on 2nd July 2017 
falls on 14th July 2017. 
All friends, relatives and 
well wishers are request-
ed to join us in off ering 
prayers for departed soul 
at our residence in Lower 

Ghurpisey, Namchi, below CM’s residence.
We also take this opportunity to express our 
gratitude to all those who stood by us during 
the time of our bereavement.

Shova Sharma(wife), Sachin Rizal, Sameer Sharma(sons) 
& all families members. Ph. 9563779165/9614404550

Nagaland 
governor asks 
Liezietsu to 
seek trust vote
K , J  11 (PTI): 
Amid the leadership cri-
sis in the ruling Nagaland 
People’s Front, Gover-
nor P B Acharya today 
directed Chief Minister 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu to 
seek a vote of con idence 
in the assembly on or be-
fore July 15.

The directive came af-
ter former chief minister 
T R Zeliang staked claim 
to form a new govern-
ment, a Raj Bhavan re-
lease said.

Zeliang, claiming sup-
port of 41 of the 59 MLAs 
in the assembly, had on 
Sunday written to Acharya 
for inviting him to form a 
new NPF-led DAN govern-
ment at the earliest.

Meanwhile, Liezietsu 
today iled his nomina-
tion for contesting the 
July 29 by-election to the 
Northern Angami-I As-
sembly constituency va-
cated by his son.

If he wins, he would 
become a full- ledged 
member of the assembly.

Zeliang had to step 
down as the chief min-
ister on February 22 
following statewide pro-
tests against holding of 
polls to urban local bod-
ies with 33 per cent res-
ervation for women.

In the present assem-
bly, the NPF has 47 mem-
bers, the BJP four and In-
dependents eight.

K , J  11 (PTI): Nobel 
laureate Amartya Sen is the sub-
ject of a documentary ilm ‘An 
Argumentative Indian’ made by 
economist and ilmmaker Su-
man Ghosh, for whom he is an 
“economist with a heart”.

Sen has authored a book 
with the same name.

The ilm has been made over 
15 years from 2002 and is struc-
tured as a free- lowing conver-
sation between Sen and his stu-
dent economist Kaushik Basu.

Eminent scholars Paul Sam-
uelson, Kenneth Arrow, Sugata 
Bose and former prime minister 
and economist Manmohan Singh 
talk about their understanding 
of the gamut of Sen’s work.

In the ilm Sen speaks of the 
social choice theory, develop-
ment economics, philosophy 
and the rise of right wing na-
tionalism across the world in-
cluding India.

“Leaving aside the technical 
side of social choice the idea 
boils down to what can be good 
for society .... to tackle problems 

of famine and poverty,” Sen tells 
Basu and recollects winning the 
Nobel Prize for economics in 
1998.

The documentary also cap-
tures the response of Sen’s 
mother late Amita Sen before 
her death in 2005. She tells the 
interviewer, “He (Sen) called 
me up from abroad to break the 
news of getting the Nobel Prize. 
I said I don’t believe it and he 
pleaded with me to believe his 
words for once. Then I saw TV 

cameras and reporters crowd-
ing outside my small room at 
Shantiniketan (where Sen has 
his parental house).”

At the screening yesterday, 
Ghosh described Sen as a “re-
naissance man and a rare breed 
these days”. “In my individual 
evaluation he is an economist 
with a heart.”

Tracing the 15-year period 
when the ilm was made, he said 
“In 2002 when I began making 
the ilm Sen was someone on a 

high pedestal. But I found him 
very normal and down to earth. 
I requested Kaushik Basu to talk 
to him for my documentary and 
he was not averse to the idea.”

“After 15 years (when we 
became closer) I shot the se-
quences in Santiniketan in 2017 
when the situation was very dif-
ferent. Lots of things are now 
happening in this world and lots 
of things are under attack. I was 
depressed and this documen-
tary is one way in which I can 
speak on the so-called antago-
nism we face,” Ghosh said.

Sen was himself present at 
the screening.

When asked by a scribe 
whom he would vote for if gen-
eral elections were to be an-
nounced, Sen (who retains his 
Indian citizenship) said, “Do I 
have to determine it right now? ... 
The dominant issue right now is 
sectarianism and communalism.”

Bose and thespian Soumitra 
Chatterjee were among those 
present at the screening at state-
run ‘Nandan’ last evening.

Documentary ilm on Amartya Sen

N  D , J  11 (PTI): 
Scores of activists today post-
ed sanitary napkins to Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley’s of ice de-
manding immediate withdrawal 
of GST on the women’s hygiene 
product, following a video on 
the issue that went viral on so-
cial media.

Scores of SFI and All India 
Democratic Womens’ Associa-
tion (AIDWA) activists sent the 
napkins with the text “Bleed-
withoutfear” written on them.

In the video that was widely 
circulated on social media, Delhi 
University student and SFI ac-
tivist Anuradha Kumari had yes-
terday urged women across the 

country to post sanitary pads 
to the Union minister’s of ice to 

ight against “unjust” taxation 
on sanitary pads.

“If condoms and contracep-
tives are made tax-free, why not 
sanitary pads?” she had asked in 
the minute-long video.

Sanitary napkins will attract 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
rate of 12 per cent, a shade low-
er than 13.7 per cent in the pre-
vious indirect tax regime.

“Sanitary pads are consid-
ered as luxury items and taxed 
accordingly, when the reality 
is that these are necessities of 
a woman for a healthy life. In-
lated prices will discourage 

poor women and girls from us-
ing pads,” said Vikas Bhadauria, 
president of Students Federa-
tion of India (Delhi).

Activists demand withdrawal of GST on sanitary napkins

N  D , J  11 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today ex-
tended to the entire country 
the Madras High Court order 
staying the May 23 noti ica-
tion of the Centre banning 
sale and purchase of cattle 
from markets for slaughter.

The order came after the 
central government asserted 
that it was not seeking lifting 
of the stay on the noti ication 
by the Madurai Bench of the 
Madras High Court and was, 
rather, looking at it afresh by 
considering objections and 
suggestions.

A bench of Chief Justice J S 
Khehar and Justice D Y Chand-
rachud took note of the state-
ment of Additional Solicitor 
General (ASG) P S Narsimha 
that the Centre would come 
up with the amended noti ica-

tion and said, “in view of the 
aforesaid, we ind no justi ica-
tion to deal with it (plea).”

The court then disposed 
of the plea of Mohammed 
Abdul Faheem Qureshi, Pres-
ident of Hyderabad-based All 
India Jamiatul Quresh Action 
Committee, challenging the 
constitutional validity of ‘Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals 
(Regulation of Livestock Mar-
kets) Rules, 2017’ issued un-
der the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960.

“Needless to say that the 
interim direction issued by 
the Madurai Bench of the Ma-
dras High Court shall contin-
ue and extend to the entire 
country,” it said.

The apex court said the 
amended rules, to be noti ied 
later, would be also open to 

challenge before it.
“We are of the view that 

as and when fresh noti ica-
tion is issued, suf icient time 
shall be granted by the gov-
ernment for implementation 
of the noti ied amendments 
so that before the Rules are 
implemented, there shall be 
suf icient time to aggrieved 
persons to assail them before 
us,” the bench said.

The ASG, at the outset, 
that the Centre was consider-
ing the objections and a state-
ment has already been made 
by the minister that such 
grievances and suggestions 
would be taken note of.

The Central Rules, in any 
case, will not be effective un-
less the state governments 
earmark local markets as stip-
ulated where cattle sale takes 

place, and the process would 
take at least three months.

Senior advocate Kapil 
Sibal, appearing for All India 
Jamiatul Quresh Action Com-
mittee, said the legal question 
related to “intrusion” into the 
powers of state governments.

He then referred to the 
mandatory certi icate to be 
given by the seller and pur-
chasers of cattle that they 
would not slaughter them.

The bench, however, said 
the Centre is re-consider-
ing the issue and moreover, 
the Rules have already been 
stayed by the High Court and 
hence, there was no need to 
hear the plea.

The Centre had on May 23 
issued the noti ication ban-
ning sale and purchase of cat-
tle from animal markets for 

slaughter.
The plea had said that the 

Rules unconstitutionally pro-
hibited the sale of cattle for 
slaughter imposing absolute 
ban on the purchase of the 
animal and violated the fun-
damental rights of freedom of 
choice of food.

It was also said that the 
Rules tend to regulate live-
stock markets with an inten-
tion of preserving protecting 
and improving stocks, though 
the legislation was earmarked 
for the state legislature.

The plea had also said 
that Karnataka, Kerala, Tri-
pura and West Bengal had 
already said they would not 
implement the rules in “the 
wake of outrage against it for 
impacting the poor dalits and 
Muslims”.

“The complete ban of 
sale or purchase or resale of 
animals, would cast a huge 
economic burden on the 
farmers, cattle traders who 
find it difficult to feed their 
children today but would be 
required to feed the cattle as 
it is an offence under the Act 
of 1960 to starve an animal 
or failure to maintain it and 
would also give way for Cow 
Vigilantes to harass farmers 
and cattle traders under the 
blessing of the impugned 
regulations,” the plea had 
said.

The Rules were violative 
of the right to freedom of reli-
gion and conscience and thus 
was arbitrary, inconsistent 
and outside the purview of 
parent act, the petitioner had 
said.

Madras HC’s stay on Rules on cattle to cover entire nation: SC

A , J  11 (PTI): 
The Mizo National Front 
(MNF) today demanded 
a CBI inquiry into the al-
leged misappropriation 
of funds in the state Lot-
tery department.

A MNF press state-
ment said that the party 
had submitted a mem-
orandum to Lal Than-
hawla on May 17 asking 
him to give investigation 
of two scams involving 
Mizo Carbon Products 
and the State Lottery to 
the country’s premier in-

vestigating agency.
“The state chief sec-

retary Lalmalsawma is-
sued an order on June 
nine last ordering an in-
vestigation to the alleged 
corruption involving the 
Mizo Carbon Products by 
the state ACB,” the state-
ment said, adding that 
the order left out inves-
tigation to the State Lot-
tery Scam.

The MNF said that 
the party would follow 
the cases till their logical 
conclusion.

MNF demands CBI inquiry
into misappropriation of

funds in Lottery dept

BHUICHALE SLIPS FURTHER
The National Highway at Bhuichale has sunk further around 6 ft towards the Teesta while a massive 

slide at Birk and Setijhora disrupted traf ic for about 3 hours this morning.

crore from last year’s 
Rs 15,632 crore to Rs 
21,499 crore now.

The previous Sama-
jwadi Party government 
had distributed bags, 
laptops and other study 
material and even dinner 
plates to school children 
in Uttar Pradesh.

Last year, SP govern-
ment had sanctioned 1.8 
crore schoolbags for stu-
dents from Class 1 to 8.

Midway through the 
distribution, assembly 
polls were announced in 
the state and the distri-
bution had to be stopped 
under the model code of 
conduct.

UP budget: 
Drastic cut in
funds for 
education,
no laptops

contd from pg03
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

Sikkim Football Associ-
ation Under-15 knock 

out Football Tournament 
2017 was kicked-off here 
at Paljor Stadium on 10 

Jul. Ten teams from dif-
ferent parts of the State 
are participating in the 
tournament.

In the inaugural 
match on Monday, Gang-
tok Football Club de-

feated Pendam Football 
Academy 3-0.

In the second match 
played in the tourna-
ment, JVC Football Club, 
Singtam edged past 
Namthang Football Acad-

emy 6-5.
United Nandok 

Football Club will take 
on Boys’ Club, Gangtok 
in the third match of 
the tournament on 12 
Jul.

U-15 football tourney kicks off 

SFA C Division 
S-League 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 J :

Yeti Football Club has 
defeated Buzz Football 

Club in the irst match of 
the ongoing Sikkim Foot-
ball Association C Divi-
sion Sikkim-League here 
at Paljor Stadium today. 
Kelsang Bhutia scored a 
goal for Yeti FC in the 9th 
minute while Punol Lep-
cha scored a brace in the 
14th and 53rd minute. 
Likewise, Asish Rai scored 
a brace for Buzz FC in the 
68th and 70th minute.

In another match, 
Renzong Football Club 
thrashed Devendra Foot-
ball Club 7-1. Sampur-
na Lepcha and Pel Rai 
scored a brace each for 
Renzong FC, while their 
teammates Gyamtso Lep-
cha [51st], Sang D Lepcha 
[55th] and Namgyal Bhu-
tia [65th] added one goal 
each in the team’s vic-
tory. A lone goal for De-
vendra Football Club was 
scored by Jigmee Bhutia 
in the 68th minute.

On 12 Jul, Border 
Football Club will take 
on Sumin Football Club 
in the irst match, while 
the second match will be 
played between Renzong 
Football Club Junior and 
Football Club Fighter.

L , J  11 (AFP): The In-
ternational Olympic Committee is 
poised to hand the 2024 and 2028 
Summer Games to Paris and Los 
Angeles today with a landmark 
double hosting deal set to be ap-
proved.

The IOC meeting in Lausanne, 
Switzerland had initially been fore-
cast as a key stage in the battle for 
2024, with teams from the French 
capital and California mega-city 
making fresh pitches to voters.

But the Paris-Los Angeles rival-
ry has been muted by an IOC plan 
to ensure that both cities come out 
as winners.

The IOC, which has struggled 
to attract prospective hosts given 
the enormous cost of staging the 
Games, did not want to turn either 
city away.

So IOC chief Thomas Bach 
pushed a plan to have both 2024 
and 2028 awarded together at the 
organisation’s main annual meet-
ing in Peru in September.

That proposal, endorsed by 
Olympic executives last month, is 

expected to be rubber-stamped by 
the IOC’s roughly 100 members on 
Tuesday.

With no other cities in the run-
ning, the vote would effectively 
guarantee hosting rights to Paris 
and Los Angeles.

And it looks increasingly likely 
that Paris will go irst.

The French side has insisted it 
was exclusively focused on 2024, 
the centenary anniversary of the 
last Games in Paris.

Los Angeles, which last hosted 

in 1984, has indicated it was open 
to waiting four more years.

Both bids came to Lausanne 
with top-level political support.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron, who has been a vocal ad-
vocate of Paris 2024, met IOC top 

brass on Monday on a tour of the 
Olympic Museum, set on a hilltop 
overlooking Lake Geneva.

Macron portrayed the Olym-
pics as a beacon of hope amid a 
deeply trouble political climate.

“In a fractured world where 
tensions are resurgent, we need 
the values of peace and tolerance 
that the Olympic movement illus-
trates and embodies strongly,” Ma-
cron told reporters.

Los Angeles mayor Eric Garcet-
ti, like Macron avoided comment-
ing on a battle over 2024, but de-
scribed the Olympic movement 
as a “good and true” force during 
“this crazy moment in the world.”

The mayor, a prominent mem-
ber of the US Democratic Party, 
toured the museum ahead of Ma-
cron, accompanied by a team that 
included Los Angeles bid chief Ca-
sey Wasserman and former sprint 
champion Michael Johnson.

He told reporters his goal was 
to “bring America back to the 
Olympics and the Olympics back to 
America”.

Both cities will aim to sell their 
bids at Tuesday’s IOC meeting, 
with Macron likely speaking as 
part of the French presentation.

Bach has already endorsed Par-
is and Los Angeles as model hosts, 
praising their efforts to trim costs 
by using existing or temporary 
venues, something the IOC hopes 
will become a growing trend.

The Olympic movement has 
been stained by Games that erected 
grand multi-million dollar facilities 
that were left to crumble and rot.

“It truly is a tale of two great 
Olympic cities,” said a report re-
leased last week by the 2024 Eval-
uation Commission.

Bach said Monday he was eye-
ing a “win-win-win” result from 
the 2024 bidding process, with 
Paris, Los Angeles and the IOC 
emerging victorious.

Assuming IOC members ap-
prove the double-hosting plan, 
Bach said formal discussions will 
begin with both camps, with a goal 
of reaching consensus on which 
city goes irst.

Olympics: Paris, LA both poised to win race to host Games

J  (WB), J  11 
(PTI): Panchanan Bar-
man, father of heptath-
lete Swapna Barman who 
won gold at the Asian 
Athletics Chamionships, 
is bedridden ever since 
she was a child.

But adversity has not 
robbed him of his dream. 
He wants his daughter 
Swapna, the promising 
athlete from Jalpaiguri in 
north Bengal, to conquer 
the world.

“We could never pro-
vide nutritious food as 
required by a sportswom-
an to our daughter. I wish 
she becomes a world 
champion,” Panchanan 
said in a choked voice.

The sole breadwinner 
for the family, Panchanan 
was a rickshaw puller 
but a stroke several years 
ago made him bedridden.

Swapna, now 20, saw 
her father con ined to the 

bed ever since she was a 
child.

“We never imagined 
our daughter will go this 
far,” Swapna’s mother 
Basana said, with tears 
rolling down her cheeks.

“She is good at stud-
ies and sports.... I hope 
she goes further ahead.... 
I hope she gets a job,” 
said Basana, who used to 
work in a tea estate but 
now does odd jobs to run 
the family.

Basana used to cy-
cle Swapna to a club for 
practice when she was 
younger.

Swapna is the young-
est of her two brothers 
and a sister.

Her brother Atish 
said, he was overjoyed at 
Swapna’s triumph at the 
Asian Athletics Champi-
onships and burst crack-
ers to celebrate.

Swapna had col-

lapsed just after crossing 
the 800m race, the last 
of the seven events of 
heptathlon, during the 
championship on July 9 
and she required medical 
attention.

She inished fourth 
in that event but still 
clinched the gold as 
she had already taken a 
lead of enough points to 
emerge as the winner.

Till her higher sec-
ondary examination in 
2014, Swapna studied in 
Kaliaganj Uttameshwar 
High School.

The school’s games 
teacher Bishwajit Ma-
jumdar is overjoyed at 
her success.

“Since 2006 I was 
her games teacher. The 
school is proud of her. I 
wish she wins an Olym-
pic gold,” Majumdar said.

Swapna now stays at 
the SAI camp in Kolkata.

Go, conquer the world: Swapna’s
bedridden father tells her

S , J  11 (AFP): Australian 
Jeff Horn’s shock welterweight title 
victory over Manny Pacquiao was 
con irmed today after a scoring re-
view by the World Boxing Organiza-
tion declared him the clear winner.

The WBO took a close look at 
the ight after Pacquiao, backed 
by the Philippine government’s 
sports regulatory body, criticised 
the referee and the judges and de-
manded a review after losing in 
Brisbane on July 2.

Horn stunned the Filipino leg-
end -- who has won world titles 
in an unprecedented eight weight 
divisions -- with his ultra-aggres-
siveness to earn a unanimous 
12-round decision.

The WBO -- which does not 
have the power to reverse a deci-
sion unless fraud or law violations 
are proven -- set up a panel of inde-
pendent judges who were asked to 
watch the bout without sound and 
determine who won each round.

The results were tabulated 

to show clearly the rounds each 
ighter won using an average scale 

based on 60, 80 and 100 percent, 
with three of the ive of icials 
needing to be in agreement.

A similar method has been 
used to review WBO title ights 
before.

“Upon the analysis, the indings 
stated that Pacquiao won the 3rd, 
the 8th and 9th by 100 percent; the 
5th round was won by 80 percent; 
and the 11th round by 60 percent,” 
the WBO said in a statement.

“Horn won the 1st, 6th and 12th 
rounds by 100 percent; rounds 2, 
4, and 7 by 80 percent; and then, 
the 10th round by 60 percent.

“From the results, it can be es-
tablished that Pacquiao won ive 
rounds while Horn won seven 
rounds. Based on this analysis, Jeff 
Horn was the winner of the bout.”

Horn welcomed the review 
when it was announced, and said 
he was ready for a rematch, an op-
tion speci ied in the Brisbane ight 

contract.
“Let them review it,” the 

29-year-old told Queensland’s 
Courier Mail newspaper.

“They will see it on a TV screen 
and probably see the same thing 
everyone else saw -- me winning 
the ight.”

Both the Philippine board and 
Pacquiao had criticised American 
referee Mark Nelson for supposed-
ly allowing the underdog Austra-
lian to get away with illegal tactics 
without giving him warnings or 
point deductions.

The loss sparked calls in the 
Philippines for the 38- year-old 
Pacquiao, a national icon after ris-
ing from poverty, to retire and con-
centrate on politics.

Pacquiao brie ly retired from 
boxing last year to pursue his 
long-held political ambitions and 
was elected senator. But he quick-
ly made a successful comeback 
against Jessie Vargas in November, 
saying he still felt like a youngster.

Boxing: WBO review confi rms
Horn beat Pacquiao SUMMIT REPORT

G , 11 J :

Sikkim Christian Sports 
Committee [SCSC] 

formed its new body 
during its meeting on 
Monday evening. The 
new body of SCSC is led 
by Pastor Bhupal Basnett 
as the president and has 
Andrew Chettri as secre-
tary, Pastor Samuel Sub-
ba as treasurer, Kalzang 
Bhutia as promotional 
secretary and Mathew 
Sherpa as publicity sec-
retary. The new body also 
has Khagen Rai, Patrick 
Pradhan, Salom Karthak 
and Benjamin Moktan as 
members.

An SCSC press release 
issued by its publicity 
secretary, Mr Sherpa, 
mentions that the meet-
ing also discussed vari-
ous agendas to conduct 
the sixth edition of the 
state-level inter-church 
football tournament. The 

release informs that the 
meeting deliberated on 
various topics and took 
important decisions re-
garding the tournament.

It is added that the 
meeting has decided that 
the tournament will be 
played on a knock-out 
basis and participating 
churches will be allowed 
to include three national 
or state level Christian 
players in their team.

The dates and oth-
er information will be 
circulated after fixing 
the venue for the tour-
nament with prior per-
mission from the con-
cerned authority, it is 
informed.

Earlier, the meeting 
started with the opening 
prayer of Benjamin Mok-
tan and concluded with a 
prayer by Pastor Bhupal 
Basnett.

Sikkim Christian Sports Committee
forms new body

Attack on 
Amarnath pil-
grims against 
humanity: 
Amnesty
N  D , J  11 (PTI): 
The terror attack on Ama-
rnath pilgrims shows “ut-
ter contempt” for human 
life, Amnesty Internation-
al today said and called for 
those behind the attack to 
be found and punished.

Aakar Patel, executive 
director of Amnesty In-
ternational India, said in a 
statement that the Jammu 
and Kashmir authorities 
must guard against any 
attacks, including reprisal 
attacks, which could lead 
to more civilian casualties.

“Shooting at a bus car-
rying ordinary people on 
a pilgrimage shows ut-
ter contempt for human 
life and the fundamental 
principles of humanity. 
Those behind this horri ic 
assault should be found 
and punished,” he said.

“The Jammu and Kash-
mir authorities must pro-
tect all civilians and en-
sure that they are not put 
in danger, while uphold-
ing human rights law and 
standards,” Patel added.
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
SINGAM SILVER MORNING DEAR LOVING EVENING

Draw time: 11:55 am onwards Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:11 DrawDate on:11/07/17 Draw No:116 DrawDate on:11/07/17

1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 94C 15716 1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 81J 92398
    (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 15716 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 92398 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
05747 15400 15957 16812 19251 10695 31440 32652 44546 58403
26207 40862 41385 52015 72733 68926 73878 74379 82512 87697
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
0398 0400 0415 0781 0852 3844 4680 6547 6902 8410 09896 11963 17302 20197 30466
4th Prize Rs.300/- 45788 52957 60205 72827 73856
0116 0291 0975 2078 2455 4066 4962 6043 7579 9772 4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.130/- 0990 1838 2570 2637 3081 4490 6818 8253 9768 9920
0004 0145 0152 0549 0578 0633 0696 0716 0730 0830 5th Prize Rs.600/-
0983 1001 1032 1180 1202 1258 1267 1504 1682 1839 3262 3369 4102 4590 5334 6038 8633 8755 9116 9529
1939 2157 2352 2423 2687 2741 3127 3272 3321 3430 6th Prize Rs.250/-
3442 3445 3465 3489 3567 3572 3751 3925 3968 4016 0000 0283 0314 0409 0416 0463 0581 0600 0758 0955
4062 4099 4265 4374 4375 4422 4442 4661 4735 4751 1275 1296 1341 1362 1384 1405 1631 1767 2336 2475
4776 4866 4977 5218 5234 5274 5318 5329 5383 5412 2604 2667 2682 2713 2717 2783 2847 2891 2941 3065
5503 5626 5675 5739 5877 5938 6122 6707 6772 6871 3170 3231 3475 3539 3595 3820 3894 4013 4031 4047
7001 7406 7569 7606 7656 7727 7943 7973 8203 8238 4164 4233 4235 4394 4402 4488 4658 5031 5128 5137
8278 8344 8509 8561 8711 8799 8885 8996 9014 9020 5311 5316 5386 5393 5543 5641 5661 5791 5838 5947
9128 9184 9230 9271 9275 9279 9289 9391 9410 9563 5950 6017 6094 6230 6559 6580 6644 6659 6750 6780
Issued by: 6844 6955 6971 7103 7159 7328 7336 7347 7537 7657
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland. 7841 8013 8042 8223 8349 8435 8544 8562 8621 8634
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com 8932 9029 9385 9420 9505 9537 9556 9627 9628 9712

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR EAGLE MORNING

Draw No:48 DrawDate on:11/07/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 94D 09144
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 09144 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
22231 24642 34036 40571 42585
48454 49521 55629 97660 98067
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
15051 23278 33918 38956 52273
55800 58117 75532 85099 99307
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
2515 3618 3716 5471 6397 6426 6625 7926 8913 9513
5th Prize Rs.600/-
0220 0929 1039 1085 1189 1222 3909 4098 6176 6827
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0032 0263 0336 0372 0398 0406 0520 0567 0783 0848
0896 1051 1070 1109 1503 1508 1563 1797 1897 1939
1965 2009 2024 2042 2320 2326 2380 2605 2619 2673
2674 2749 2768 2785 2803 2931 3057 3188 3201 3279
3370 3453 3901 4162 4301 4372 4425 4512 4683 5048
5071 5350 5372 5394 5404 5444 5618 5657 5818 6000
6027 6040 6193 6215 6216 6341 6350 6352 6504 6567
6764 6843 6871 6878 6898 7030 7107 7150 7170 7399
7489 7597 7681 7773 7791 7923 8033 8040 8204 8303
8633 8781 8881 8908 8960 8998 9015 9219 9279 9856
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

Anthyesthi Kriya
Anthyesthi Kriya of Late JN 
Sharma who left for heav-
enly abode on 02 July falls 
on 14th July 2017. Friends, 
well-wishers and family mem-
bers are requested to attend 
the praying ceremony to be 
held at our residence at Melli 
Bazar, near Hospital Melli, 
South Sikkim.

Tanka Pd Sharma, Ish-
war Pd. Sharma (sons) Kiran Sharma, Kaly-

ani Sharma, Beena Sharma & Prabha Sharma 
(Daughters) Lata Sharma & Indira Sharma 

(Daughter in law) & All Dhitals Family
Cont: 9434164758, 9434209933

Anthyesthi Kriya
Anthyesthi Kriya of Late 
Pushpa Chandra Neopaney 
who left for heavenly abode 
on 02 July falls on 14th July 
2017. Friends, well-wishers 
and family members are re-
quested to attend the praying 
ceremony to be held at our 
residence at Tadong, Gang-
tok, East Sikkim.

Devka Neopaney [wife], Ajay Neopaney [son], An-
jana Neopaney [daughter] & all Neopaney family.

Cont: 9932072702, 9933540556

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR CHANCE

Draw No:52 DrawDate on:11/07/17
1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 71K 62405
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 62405 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01601 05488 20775 54842 55908
59102 60605 68573 76862 90552
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
08958 15921 23155 32223 32717
33177 38798 57224 79298 88975
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0139 0529 0637 2481 4015 4043 4970 7301 7919 8262
5th Prize Rs.600/-
1105 4250 4572 4604 6382 6492 7339 7745 7829 8091
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0013 0112 0138 0292 0308 0434 0607 0674 0742 0917
1095 1132 1158 1228 1329 1400 1427 1494 1541 1684
1748 1808 1919 1924 1984 2023 2082 2122 2123 2416
2570 2640 2658 2675 2689 2727 2874 3293 3308 3345
3598 3792 3830 3883 3891 3893 3896 3935 4092 4156
4388 4416 4478 4858 5037 5119 5201 5341 5379 5491
5532 5596 5730 5774 5792 5889 5891 5912 5974 6185
6191 6198 6651 6744 6799 6913 6931 7108 7233 7440
7729 7799 7839 7861 7920 7923 8150 8212 8343 8578
8699 8718 8909 8976 9112 9166 9318 9686 9711 9920
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

GURDIP SINGH
S , J  11 (PTI): India 
and China have handled their bor-
der issues in the past and there is 
no reason why they will not be able 
to deal with them this time, Foreign 
Secretary S Jaishankar said here to-
day amid the standoff between Indi-
an and Chinese troops at the Sikkim 
Sector.

“It is a long border, as you know 
no part of the border has been 
agreed upon on the ground. It is 
likely that from time to time there 
are differences,” Jaishankar said 
while responding to questions on 
the standoff between Indian and 
Chinese troops in the Dokalam area 
of the Sikkim sector at a lecture on 
‘India-ASEAN and the Changing Geo-
politics’.

The lecture was organised by the 
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy 
and the Indian High Commission.

Underlining that this was not the 
irst time that China and India have 

had border differences, Jaishankar 
said, “When such situations arise, I 
see no reason, when having handled 
so many situations in the past, we 
would not be able to handle it.”

China and India have been en-
gaged in a standoff in the Dokalam 

area near the Bhutan tri-junction for 
over three weeks after a Chinese Ar-
my’s construction party attempted 
to build a road.

Doka La is the Indian name for 
the region which Bhutan recognises 
as Dokalam, while China claims it as 
part of its Donglang region.

Of the 3,488-km-long India-Chi-

na border from Jammu and Kashmir 
to Arunachal Pradesh, a 220-km sec-
tion falls in Sikkim.

In his lecture, Jaishankar point-
ed out that “in this changing land-
scape, few would dispute that the 
evolving India-China relationship 
has a direct implication for ASEAN, 
for the larger Asia Paci ic, and per-
haps even globally.”

“We are all aware by now of the 
complexity inherent in the rise of 
two major powers near simultane-
ously, that too in close proximity. 
That the powers in question are ci-
vilisational ones, with positive far 
history and dif icult near history, 
adds to the challenge,” he said.

“The big debate is about the op-
portunities and risks that emanate 
from this twin rise. Skewing the 
analysis in the direction of one at the 
expense of the other could mislead 
us.

“In truth, the India-China rela-
tionship by now has acquired so 
many dimensions and so much sub-
stance that reducing it to black and 
white argumentation cannot be a se-
rious proposition, he said.

It is not only that India and China 
have stakes in each other; the world 
and especially ASEAN has a vested 
interest in this matter, he said.

He also touched upon the chang-
es underway in India, saying “these 
are deeper and broader”.

“A very determined effort is be-
ing made to expand manufacturing, 
transform infrastructure and en-
hance the quality of human resourc-
es. The formalisation of the economy 
is also being accelerated, as indeed 
is the removal of impediments to its 
ef iciency,” he said.

“It is highlighted by a commit-
ment to make it easier to do busi-
ness, Jaishankar said.

No reason why India, China can’t handle border
differences this time: Foreign Secy

18 parties 
unanimously 
choose 
Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi as VP 
candidate
N  D , J  11 
(PTI): Eighteen opposi-
tion parties have decided 
to ield former West Ben-
gal governor Gopalkrish-
na Gandhi as their joint 
candidate for the post of 
vice president, Congress 
chief Sonia Gandhi said 
here today.

Gopalkrishna Gand-
hi’s name was endorsed 
by all 18 opposition par-
ties, including the JD(U), 
which is backing the 
NDA’s candidate in the 
presidential poll.

“The 18 opposition 
parties have unani-
mously agreed to ield 
Gopalkrishna Gandhi 
as their joint candidate 
for the vice presiden-
tial election. We spoke 
to him. He has agreed to 
be the joint opposition 
candidate,” the Congress 
president said after the 
meeting.

Opposition leaders, 
including AICC general 
secretary Ghulam Nabi 
Azad, CPI(M) general 
secretary Sitaram Ye-
chury and TMC’s Der-
ek O’Brien, called the 
former governor from 
the meeting to seek his 
consent.

The vice presidential 
election, if required, will 
take place on August 5. 
Votes will be counted the 
same evening.

L , J  11 (PTI): 
A previously unknown 
pencil portrait of Mahat-
ma Gandhi, drawn from 
life and inscribed by him 
in 1931, was auctioned 
here today for 32,500 
pounds, about four times 
its estimated price.

In addition to the 
portrait, a collection of 
handwritten letters by 
Gandhi to the family of 
Sarat Chandra Bose, a 
freedom ighter and the 
elder brother of Subhas 
Chandra Bose, fetched 
37,500 pounds at a So-
theby’s auction.

“Gandhi usually re-
fused to sit for formal 
photographs, let alone a 
portraitist, making this an 
extremely rare portrayal 
of the political leader at 
work,” the auction house 
said in a statement.

The sketch shows 
Gandhi writing with a 
look of intense concen-
tration whilst seated on 
the loor, and is inscribed 
by him with the words 
“Truth is God/MK Gand-

hi/4.12.’31’.”
The pencil drawing is 

one of a number of por-
traits created by artist 

John Henry Amshewitz 
when Gandhi was vis-
iting London for the 
Round Table Conference 

in 1931, a series of con-
ferences organised by 
the British government 
to discuss constitutional 

Rare pencil portrait of Gandhi
auctioned for 32,500 pounds

reforms in India.
Gandhi stayed at 

Kingsley Hall at the time, 
a community centre in 
London’s East End, at 
the invitation of one of 
its founders Muriel Les-
ter who had previously 
stayed in Gandhi’s ash-
ram (hermitage) in India.

The pencil portrait, 
which was inscribed by 
Gandhi the day before 
he left Kingsley Hall, 
was given to a local res-
ident who was closely 
associated with the hall 
throughout her life and 
has remained in her fam-
ily ever since.

In one of the letters, 
Gandhi writes to Sarat 
Chandra: “You should give 
up the struggle for unity 
of Bengal and cease to 
disturb the atmosphere 
that has been created for 
partition of Bengal”.

The portrait was es-
timated to fetch between 
8,000 and 12,000 pounds 
while the letters were 
valued between 23,000 
and 33,000 pounds.

LALIT K JHA
W , J  11 (PTI): A 
Boston-based construction en-
gineering irm allegedly paid 
USD 1.18 million bribe to of i-
cials of the National Highway 
Authority of India between 
2011 and 2015 to bag con-
tracts, the US Justice Depart-
ment has said, prompting the 
Indian government to order a 
probe into the allegations.

The Criminal Division of 
the Justice Department, in a 

letter dated June 21, said CDM 
Smith through its employees 
and agents, and those of its 
wholly-owned subsidiary in 
India (CDM India) paid ap-
proximately USD 1.18 million 
in bribes to government of i-
cials in India in exchange for 
highway construction supervi-
sion and design contracts and 
a water project contract result-
ing in approximately USD four 
million in net pro its.

Between 2011 and 2015, 

employees of CDM Smith’s di-
vision responsible for India 
operations and CDM India il-
legally paid bribes to NHAI of-
icials in order to receive con-

tracts from them, the Justice 
Department said in the letter 
to CDM Smith.

“The bribes generally were 
two-four per cent of the con-
tract price and paid through 
fraudulent subcontractors, 
who provided no actual ser-
vices and understood that pay-

ments were meant to solely 
bene it the of icials, it said.

In addition, CDM Smith’s 
division responsible for In-
dia and CDM India paid USD 
25,000 to local of icials in Goa 
in relation to a water project 
contract, the Justice Depart-
ment said.

“All senior management at 
CDM India (who also acted as 
employees and agents of CDM 
Smith and signed contracts on 
behalf of CDM Smith, including 

CDM India s country manag-
er) were aware of the bribes 
for CDM Smith and CDM India 
contracts, and approved or 
participated in the miscon-
duct, it said.

Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari 
has taken a serious note of 
the allegations and asked the 
NHAI Chairman to hold an in-
quiry into the matter, a senior 
Ministry of icial said in New 
Delhi.

US irm allegedly paid $ 1.18 mn bribe to NHAI of icials 

nesses want to know how 
to generate the Tempo-
rary Reference Number 
(TRN) as well as the pro-
cess for uploading digital 
signature certi icate.

In case the agents are 
unable to handle a query, 
it is referred to a super-
visor. For very complex 
enquiries, experts from 
GSTN step in to resolve 
the problem.

Kumar said the is-
sues are mostly local 

and sometimes relate 
to the computer of the 
caller. The helpdesk also 
provides assistance by 
sharing video and tuto-
rials with businesses or 
traders.

“We are now hiring 
agents who are adept in 
both tax and technolo-
gy. These agents most-
ly have a inance or tax 
certi ication degree. Also 
they are being trained so 
that they know the GST 
law,” Kumar said.

GSTN helpdesk gets 10,000 
calls/day; to double...

contd  from pg01
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Someone could call and want 
to share some troubles with you, Ar-
ies. Your sensitivity and compassion 
may attract more than one unhappy 
person in need of sympathy and ad-
vice. While this is fl attering, it could 
be a bit of a drag as well. You aren’t 
likely to turn these people away. Ac-
cept this as a natural consequence of 
being a good listener. And take care 
not to let these sad stories get to you.
TAURUS: Uncertainty about money 
could plague you today, Taurus. You 
might have doubts about income now, 
particularly if you’re self-employed. 
Be careful not to make yourself crazy. 
Your insecurity might cause the situa-
tion to seem even more serious than it 
really is. Try to be objective. If there 

are genuine concerns - and there may 
not be - fi nd a way to alleviate them 
rather than waste energy worrying.
GEMINI: A love partner may seem 
too quiet, Gemini. Perhaps you hav-
en’t heard from your friend for a day 
or so. If you let it, this could start 
your doubts and insecurities, caus-
ing you to wonder if this person still 
cares or if they’re gone forever. Try 
to remain objective. Does your friend 
have some worries right now? That 
may be why they’re out of touch. 
Worry will only make you feel worse.
CANCER: Possible ideas for artistic 
projects could come to you, Cancer, 
though some of them may be vague 
and not yet ready to manifest. You 
may seek to express your spiritual side 

through artistic activity, but might not 
quite have a handle on how to do it. 
Don’t force it. Find something else to 
do and let it sit for a while. You might 
be surprised by the fi nal results.
LEO: A close friend or romantic 
partner may seem in a rather quiet 
mood, Leo, and disinclined to com-
municate with you. You might won-
der if this person is angry with you 
or if you’ve said or done something 
that wasn’t OK. It’s likely that what’s 
bothering your friend has more to do 
with work, family, or money than 
with you. Just make it clear that 
you’re there if needed.
VIRGO: The possibility of your 
pursuing new career opportunities, 
perhaps with more pay, might cause 

doubts and insecurities among fam-
ily members, Virgo. They could be 
afraid that you will have less time for 
them. It’s important that you reassure 
them, as their worries might escalate if 
you just let it slide. Make it clear that 
you’re still there for them. This might 
alleviate their doubts and yours.
LIBRA: Worries about a relative who 
lives far away might plague you to-
day, Libra. The situation isn’t helped 
by the fact that you may not be able 
to reach them by phone or email. You 
may have to contact mutual friends 
who can give you the information you 
need. Circumstances probably aren’t 
all that dire. There’s probably nothing 
to be overly concerned about, but you 
need to hear this. Keep trying.

SCORPIO: A check you may have 
been expecting in the mail may be 
delayed, Scorpio, and you might not 
be able to contact whoever is sending 
it. You could worry over whether or 
not you will get it at all. This could 
be a classic case of getting worked up 
over nothing. The delay won’t cause 
any lasting problems, just inconve-
nience and frustration. Hang in there. 
The money will come.
SAGITTARIUS: You could sudden-
ly experience an overwhelming wave 
of aff ection for someone you’ve just 
met, Sagittarius, perhaps a potential 
romantic partner. Fantasies of the 
future could waft in and out of your 
mind. This should feel wonderful 
in one sense, yet it could also bring 

up all your doubts and insecurities. 
Does this person feel the same way? 
It’s probably a bit premature to worry 
about that. Take it one day at a time 
and get to know your friend better.
CAPRICORN: New ideas for in-
creasing your income, particularly if 
they involve extra work, could sud-
denly seem vague and uncertain today, 
Capricorn. Doubts and insecurities 
could sabotage the plans you were so 
ready for yesterday. Don’t let this hap-
pen. Talk to others and judge what is 
and isn’t workable, then concentrate on 
the former and move ahead. You don’t 
want to miss some good opportunities.
AQUARIUS: Romance may be 
very much on your mind today, 
Aquarius, though not necessarily in 

a positive way. Doubts and insecu-
rities could take over your thoughts. 
Does a current or potential romantic 
partner share your feelings? Direct 
communication with the one in ques-
tion could be premature, so it might 
be best to try to remain objective 
and judge the situation accordingly. 
Meanwhile, take it day by day.
PISCES: Brusque words or a lack 
of cordiality from a friend or col-
league might have you wondering if 
this person is angry with you, Pisces. 
Don’t let your insecurity make you 
crazy. This person probably just has 
problems of their own on their mind. 
Do your best not to take any sting-
ing comments seriously. Have a little 
faith and show a little compassion.
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12TH JULY
WORLD HISTORY
1543: England’s King Hen-
ry VIII married his sixth 
and last wife, Catherine 
Parr.
1580: The Ostrog Bible, 
one of the early printed 
Bibles in a Slavic language, 
was published.
1690: Protestant William 
of Orange defeated Roman 
Catholic James II at the 
Battle of the Boyne in Ire-
land.
1776: Captain James Cook 
begun his third voyage.
1790: The Civil Consti-
tution of the Clergy was 
passed in France by the 
National Constituent As-
sembly.
1954: Elvis Presley signed 
his irst recording contract 
and quit his job as a truck 
driver. The contract was 
with Sun Records.

1979: The island nation 
of Kiribati attended inde-
pendent from the United 
Kingdom.

INDIAN HISTORY
1489: Bahlol Khan Lodi, 
founder of the Lodi Dynas-
ty, died in Delhi.
1674: Chhatrapati Shivaji 
signed a friendship treaty 
with the East India Com-
pany.
1799: Ranjit Singh con-
quered Lahore and be-
came the Maharaja of the 
Punjab.
1961: Floods in Pune, due 
to failure of the Khadak-
wasla and Panshet dams, 
killed at least two thou-
sand people.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

bollybuzz!

STILL THE KING! Billy Ray Cyrus performs as Burnin Vernon Brown with 
The Naked Cowboy in Times Square to promote the season two premiere 
of “Still The King” airing July 11 in New York City.

In Jay-Z and Beyoncé’s 
world, not everything is 

as it seems.
Of course, this came to 

light thanks to 2016’s Lem-
onade and again in the rap-
per’s latest studio album, 
4:44, which documents 
the A-list couple’s marital 
troubles (including in i-
delity accusations, raising 
children and more) in great 
detail. After tackling race 
issues in the U.S. for his 
Footnotes for “The Story 
of O.J.” mini-documentary, 
Jay-Z released yet another 
personal piece pegged to 
the album’s title track.

Released by Tidal on 
Monday, the father of three 
is joined by celebrities in-
cluding Chris Rock, Jesse Wil-
liams, Will Smith, Kendrick 
Lamar, Anthony Anderson, 
Aziz Ansari and more for a 
candid discussion on rela-
tionships, love and the pres-
sure that comes with dating 
in the public eye.

Re lecting on his nearly 
decade-long marriage to Bey, 
Jay-Z shared, “This is my real 
life. I just ran into this place 
and we built this big, beauti-
ful mansion of a relationship 
that wasn’t totally built on 
the 100 percent truth and it 
starts cracking.”

“Things start happening 
that the public can see,” he 
recalled. “Then we had to 
get to a point of ‘OK, tear this 
down and let’s start from the 
beginning.’ It’s the hardest 
thing I’ve ever done.”

A possible catalyst for 
Jay-Z and Beyoncé to re-eval-
uate their marriage, among 
other widely-speculated is-
sues? His infamous elevator 
ight with Solange Knowles 

following the 2014 Met Gala, 
which prompted the famous 
family to release a rare state-
ment pulling the curtain back 
on their private affairs.

The 21-time Grammy 
winner also shared an an-
ecdote from a time he swal-
lowed his pride and begged 
Beyoncé to stay by his side 
after feeling a new kind of 
emotion for the pop star.

“I was on a boat, and I had 
the best time,” Jay described 
without mentioning Bey’s 
name. “I was like, ‘Man, this is 
great.’ Then she had to leave. I 
was, like, crushed. ‘Man, I don’t 
even feel like this. What is hap-
pening to my body right now?’ 
I don’t even feel like this. Did I 
just say, ‘Don’t leave?’”

Jay-Z also said he came to 

the realization that honesty 
was critical for the survival of 
their marriage. So much hon-
esty, he admitted, that Be-
yoncé listened to the entire 
album long before its release.

He explained, “We’ve 
been in that space where 
we just got to the place that 
in order for this to work, it 
can’t be fake—not once. I’m 
not saying it wasn’t uncom-
fortable because obviously it 
was, but because we’ve been 
doing it for so long it was less 
uncomfortable.”

4:44 and its accompany-
ing Footnotes are streaming 
exclusively on Tidal.

Jay-Z Admits His Marriage to Beyonce 
Wasn’t ‘‘Totally Built’’ on the Truth

confession!

The Censor Board of Film Certi ica-
tion had deemed Lipstick Under My 

Burkha too “lady-oriented”. The ilm 
tells the story of four women wanting 
to escape the clutches of patriarchy. 
It stars Konkona Sen Sharma, Ratna 
Pathak Shah, Aahana Kumra, and Plabita 
Borthakur.

Lipstick Under My Bur-
kha director Alankrita 
Shrivastava says ilm cen-
sorship needs to be bid a goodbye. 
Her debut feature ilm was caught in a 
tussle with the Central Board of Film 
Certi ication (CBFC) which deemed it 
too lady-oriented to see the light of the 
day. But when the makers approached 
the Film Certi ication Appellate Tri-
bunal (FCAT), they got a green signal. 
Talking about the issue, Shrivastava said 
here:

“We are reaching a crisis point. We 
have to decide, as citizens of India in 
2017, whether we want to claim our 
freedom and live in a free and democrat-
ic country or do we want to live with this 
guardianship.”

“I think time is up on censorship 
and we need to bid it a proper and clear 
goodbye. We need to get into a process 
which is much more matter of fact in 
certi ication. Censorship is not some-
thing new in India. We have been living 
with censorship for decades. Censor-
ship is coming to sharp focus now, be-
cause there are many more independent 
ilms being made which are more inter-

national in nature.”
“As a citizen of a free and democratic 

country, I also want the freedom to be 
able to make whatever I like because I 
see people from other free countries 
making whatever they like. Talking 

about the reality that the ilm re lects, 
the writer-director added: “There are 
young people in our country and they 
are just being who they want to be, but 
in hiding. This is what the ilm is about, 
t h e y can do what they want but 

they can’t do it openly.”
“People are trying to 

live out their dreams but are 
doing secretly. I am hoping that peo-

ple come to the theatres and just enjoy 
the ilm and they are able to engage with 
it. There are so many things said about 
the ilm, but I just think this is a simple, 
colourful ilm. I just want people to en-
joy it.”

The ilm is releasing on July 21.

A TRIBUTE TO 
‘MUGHAL-E-AZAM’ 
IN LONDON

Bollywood celebrities 
will pay a unique trib-

ute to iconic 1960s ilm 
“Mughal-e-Azam” and its 
legendary director K Asif in 
London this week.

Actress Shabana Azmi, 
poet and lyricist Javed 
Akhtar and his ilmmak-
er son Farhan Akhtar will 
share the stage for the irst 
time at the prestigious Brit-
ish Academy of Film and 
Television (BAFTA) on Thursday.

They will be joined by Irrfan Khan 
for the “Indian Cinema: Yesterday and 
Today” event to be hosted by Haya Asif, 
the granddaughter of K Asif.

“‘Mughal-e-Azam’ continues to cap-

tivate and inspire audiences. A lot has 
been done to celebrate the timeless clas-
sic in the past, but I wanted to help put 
together something that celebrated the 
soul of the movie, which was the incred-
ible writing,” said Haya.

Bollywood stars will add their own 
spin to the words written by K Asif and 
his team with a live poetry recital and an 
on-stage discussion, moderated by UK-
based writer-director Sangeeta Datta 
on behalf of her South Asian arts group 
Baithak UK.

‘Mughal-e-Azam’ smashed box of ice 
records to become the highest grossing 
Indian ilm of all time. It has since be-
come an important part of Indian cine-
matic history and was named the great-
est Indian movie of all time in 2013, 
which marked the hundredth anniver-
sary of the industry.

In 2006, the ilm became the irst 
Bollywood movie to be released in Pa-

kistan after a gap of over 40 years and 
opened up the territory for the country. 
The story of the doomed love affair of 
Prince Salim and Anarkali starred Dilip 
Kumar, Madhubala and Prithviraj Ka-
poor in the lead roles.

LIPSTICK UNDER MY BURKHA DIRECTOR SAYS 
CENSORSHIP NEEDS TO BE BID A GOODBYE


