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DC NORTH VISITS NOOM PANANG

Losar greetings from
Governor and CM

High transportation costs eating into

profits say Noom Panang farmers

MANGAN, 15 FEB [IPR]: A
field visit to Noom Panang
village was conducted by
District Collector, North,
Karma R Bonpo, accom-
panied by Additional Di-
rector [AHLF&VS], Man-
aging Director [North
Sikkim Milk Union], Block
Development Officer [Dz-
ongu], Deputy Director
[Horticulture], District In-
formation Officer [North],
Assistant Engineer
[Roads & Bridges], AE [Ir-
rigation], AE [Agriculture]
and various field staff.

It may be mentioned
here, Noom Panang is
a remote village locat-
ed in Passingdang Saffo
GPU and the team had to
trek for an hour to reach
the village from Lingth-
em. The village of Noom
Panang is currently one
of the few vegetable clus-
ters in the district and is

currently producing veg-
etables which are sent to
Gangtok.

A Gram Sabha was or-
ganized by the villagers
and during the Sabha an
interaction with the dis-
trict officials was held.

The villagers evinced

keen interest to produce
vegetables on a large
scale as per the organic
mission of the Govern-
ment of Sikkim. However,
due to the shortage of wa-
ter in the district, the veg-
etable production is being
hampered, they informed.

Further, the village
does not have any road
connectivity and villag-
ers stated that it leads to
huge transportation costs
which eat into their prof-
its. The villagers therefore
demanded that road con-
nectivity and water sup-

ply works be taken up on
priority to give further fil-
lip to the organic produc-
tion. The villagers stated
that in order to take up
dairy farming, a stockman
centre at Passingdang
was required.

Mr Bonpo stated that
water supply for irriga-
tion will be taken up un-
der Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sichayee Yojana [PMKSY]
and the work will be tak-
en up shortly by the Ag-
riculture Department. He
directed the AE, Roads
& Bridges to take up the
preparation for DPR for
road connectivity.

Further, the DC ap-
pealed to the villagers
to revive the co-opera-
tive societies and set up
milk collection centres.
He said that the villages
should also focus on dairy
farming for livelihood

generation and to aid the
organic mission in the
villages. He assured that
all help will be extended
by the district adminis-
tration for getting loans
for dairy farming under
Dairy Entrepreneurship
Development Scheme of
NABARD.

The District Collec-
tor also visited the ICDS
Centers and the Primary
School of the villages. He
said that necessary re-
pairs of these centers will
be undertaken.

Earlier, the local pub-
lic welcomed the team
and expressed happiness
to have the team in the
villages. They further
stated that they will read-
ily work with the district
administration in making
the organic mission of
the state government a
big success.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 FEB:
On the joyous occasion
of Losar, Governor
Shriniwas Patil and the
First Lady, Rajanidevi Pa-
til, have extended warm
greetings and good wish-
es to the people of Sikkim.
In a press commu-
niqué received from Raj
Bhavan, the Governor
said, “Losar, the Tibetan
New Year, brings with it
the hope and aspiration
for a new beginning. The
sun gets warmer symbol-
ising the arrival of spring
season, the season of nat-
ural affluence, brings with
it vigour and freshness in
our life. We offer prayers
to the deities and seek
prosperity, health and
well being for all as bless-
ings for the New Year.
May this New Year
festival bring peace,
prosperity to my Sik-
kimese brethern.”
Chief Minister Pawan
Chamling and Tika Maya

Chamling have also ex-
tended their warm greet-
ings and best wishes to
the people of Sikkim on
the occasion of Losar, in a
press release.

With the celebration
of this significant festival
that embodies the spir-
it of generosity, warm
heartedness and broth-
erhood, the Chief Minis-
ter has conveyed that the
same energy and disposi-
tion may be showered on
the State of Sikkim and
the Sikkimese people.

The Chief Minister, in
his greetings, states that
Losar marks the victory
of good over evil and has
wished for Sikkim and
the Sikkimese to triumph
over all trials and tribula-
tions and move forward
with peace, happiness
and robust health.

“May the ‘Year of
Earth-Dog’ bring joy and
blessings to all the peo-
ple of Sikkim,” the Chief
Minister has said.

16 footballers
shortlisted for
State Sports

Academy

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 15 FEB:

he two-day selection

trials for the State
Sports Academy [SSA]
ended here at Paljor Sta-
dium today. The selection
committee has prepared
a list of 16 footballers
selected on merit basis
after testing them on var-
ious aspects during the
two days.

The selection trial
was attended by 273 as-
pirants, 250 on the first
day and 23 on the second
day, from different parts
of the State. The trial had
a four-member selection
committee headed by
Sports Department Dep-
uty Director [coaching],
Thupten Rapgyal along
with former SAI coach,
Pempa Tshering, and
former national player,
Nima Thendup, who is
also the secretary of Sik-
kim Football Association
[SFA], as observers.

“Now the committee
will closely screen the
original documents of
the candidates who will
also be sent for medical
tests and on that basis
the committee will sub-
mit the final list of the
selected players to the
department for approv-
al,” Mr Rapgyal said.

He added that the
vacant seats of the acad-
emy will be filled up on
the basis of the final ap-
proved list of the select-
ed footballers.
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Darjeeling iced all white with hailstones

REBYNA RANA
DARJEELING, 15 FEB:
town

Dar]eelmg missed
snowfall on 14 Feb but the

higher areas of the town woke
up to a white blanket of hail-
stones, looking very much like
snow. Hailstones showered over

the town from Wednesday eve-

ning continuing all night long.
Lalkothi was covered with a

carpet of hailstones along with

phu

other places like Dali. Sandak-

also experienced snowfall

briefly last evening.

347 kgs of poppy straw
seized in Siliguri

SMRITA KHAWAS
SILIGURI, 15 FEB:
arcotics Control Bureau
Unit along with 41 Bat-
talion of Sashastra Seema
Bal, in a joint operation, in-
tercepted a tractor loaded
with gunny bags of poppy
straw near Shiv Mandir at
Ghoshpukur toll plaza of
NH-34, Panitanki on 14 Feb.
The team seized 347
kgs of poppy straw and the
tractor and arrested one
26-year-old male hailing

from Kishanganj in Bihar.

It is informed that the
seized bags were sourced
from Malda and had to be
duly dropped in Nepal.
The bags contained pop-
py straws worth Rs 20
lakh in the illegal market.

Opium poppy, or Papa-
ver somniferum, is a major
source of alkaloids such as
morphine and codeine.Inthe
grey market, opium is used
to make heroin or smack, a
highly addictive drug.

Gas disaster Surv1vors to campqlgn against BJP in MP bypolls

BHoPAL, FEB 15 (PTI): The
organisations working for the
cause of the Bhopal gas trage-
dy victims today said they will
campaign against the BJP in
the upcoming bypolls to two
Assembly seats in Madhya

Pradesh.

They alleged that the rul-
ing party has failed to resolve
the issue of compensation
to those who suffered in the
world’s worst industrial di-

saster.

The five

organisations
fighting for the rights of the
gas victims told reporters that

N*\Osg side are yotrong
Bhopa\ Dlsaster SuerVOI'S

ing

will

by BJP leaders regard-

the industrial disaster
victims in their voter
education programme
ahead of the bypolls.
“We plan to share
copies of official docu-
ments with the elector-
ate in the two areas to
substantiate our allega-
tions of betrayal by the
BJP leaders,” she said.
“The by-elections

in making the long
pending issues of the

compensation to

be our first step

“We hope to provide a crit-
ical edge to ensure the defeat
of BJP in Mungaoli and Ko-
laras,” Rashida Bee added.

Bhopal
Nirashrit
Sangharsh Morcha’s Balkrish-
na Namdeo said the BJP’s
campaign in the by-election
mostly rests on the promis-
es made by Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

“Our strategy is to pres-
ent facts on the government’s
betrayal of the promises on
compensation to the six lakh
victims of the disaster;” he said.

Gas Peedit
Pensionbhogee

seek public support for their
campaign resources.

The bypolls in Mungaoli and
Kolaras Assembly seats will be
held on February 24, and the
counting of votes would take
place on February 28.

The byelections were ne-
cessitated following the death
of the sitting Congress MLAs
Mahendra Singh Kalukheda
(from Mungaoli) and Ram
Singh Yadav (Kolaras).

Thirty-three years after
the Bhopal gas tragedy, the
survivors are still fighting for
adequate compensation and

Statlonery Karmcharl Sangh
president Rashida Bee said
they would highlight the al-
leged false promises made

month, and also durlng the
state elections due later this
year.

Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila

they will raise their issues
during the campaign for the
Mungaoli and Kolaras Assem-
bly seats bypolls slated this

gas disaster a part of
the state polls later this year
and the general elections next
year,” she further said.

Bhopal Group for Infor-
mation and Action’s Satinath
Sarangi said they will not align
with any political party and

proper medical treatment for
ailments caused by the toxic
leak.
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B]P Sikkim president continues West Sikkim tour

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 FEB:
On the second day
of its West Sikkim
tour, Bharatiya Janta
Party Sikkim Pradesh
president, DB Chauhan,
interacted with intellec-
tuals, business commu-
nity, employees, political
thinkers and civil society
members of different
constituencies of West
Sikkim on the present

political scenario of the
State today.

A BJP press release
informs that people sug-
gested to the party that it
should increase the pace
of its programmes at the
grassroot level since it is
emerging as an alterna-
tive party in the State.

Since the ruling par-
ty has failed to address
the sensitive issues of the
State and other regional

parties are not qualified to
address these problems,
only BJP and the centre
can fulfill the aspirations
of the people of Sikkim,
the release mentions.

The party president
assured to take all prob-
lems and grievances
placed by the people of
West Sikkim seriously
and forward it to the con-
cerned Ministries at the
Centre, the release adds.

Teacher held under
POCSO in Binnaguri

SILIGURI, 15 FEB: One Primary Teacher of Binnaguri
Basic Primary School has been arrested under Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual Offences Act.

As per sources, the accused who is a resident of
Ghugudanga in Jalpaiguri started a relation with a
16-year-old minor girl who was his neighbor and also
his student for the past one year. The victim is report-
edly pregnant with his baby. Police have filed a POCSO

case against him.

“We are in a relationship. We are also planning to get
married. | don’t understand why the Police have arrest-
ed me in the first place,” the accused reportedly said.

Nirav Modi: ED seizes
diamond, gold jewellery worth
Rs 5100 crore in searches

MuMBAI/NEW DELHI, FEB
15 (PTI): The Enforce-
ment Directorate con-
ducted searches in several
properties linked to bil-
lionaire jewellery design-
er Nirav Modi in Mumbai,
Delhi and Gujarat today,
and seized diamond, jew-
ellery and gold worth Rs
5,100 crore, officials said.

The raids came af-
ter the agency filed a Rs
280-crore money launder-
ing case against Modi, his
wife Ami, brother Nishal
and business partner
Mehul Choksi yesterday,
following a complaint by
Punjab National Bank.

ED officials, speaking
on condition of anonymity,
said five properties belong-
ing to Modi and the other
accused in Mumbai were
sealed by the agency. It was
now planning to move the
Ministry of External Affairs
with a plea to revoke his
passport, they said.

Agency sleuths
swooped down on at least
10 premises linked to the
case early this morning.
They searched Modi’s res-
idence in Kurla, jewellery
boutique in Kala Ghoda
area, three company offic-
es in Bandra and Lower
Parel in Mumbai, three
premises in Surat in Guja-
rat and Modi’s showrooms

in Chanakyapuri and De-
fence Colony in Delhi.

Diamond, jewellery
and gold worth Rs 5,100
crore have been seized
during the searches, the
officials said.

The ED filed the case
under the Prevention
of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) after going
through a CBI FIR regis-
tered early this month.

It is understood that
the ED also went through
the PNB complaint that
was made out against
Modi and others.

The agency, they said,
would probe if the alleged-
ly defrauded bank funds
were laundered and these
proceeds of crime were
subsequently used by the
accused to create illegal
assets and black money.

Modi (46), a regular
feature on the lists of rich
and famous Indians since
2013, was booked by
the CBI, along with wife,
brother and business part-
ner Choksi on January 31,
for allegedly cheating the
state-run Punjab National
Bank to the tune of Rs 280
crore.

The bank has sent two
more complaints to the
CBI on Tuesday, saying
the scam was worth more
than Rs 11,400 crore.

YOGEN THATAL
SINGTAM, 15 FEB:

M otor Vehicle Division of Trans-
port Department organised a
road safety awareness programme

in Singtam today wherein stu-
dents of Singtam Senior Secondary
School and East Point SSS along
with officers from Motor Vehicle
Division, Singtam Police, Singtam

Leave sooner,

drive slower,
live longer

Nagar Panchayat and members of
Singtam Drivers’ Association, Mar-
wari Yuva Manch and Bihari Jaga-
ran Manch carried out a rally from
Bhanu Park to Goskhan Dara.

SDF publicity and social
media wings prepare
for Foundation Day

NITESH R PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 15 FEB:
Acoordination meet-
ing of press, publicity
& social media wings of
Sikkim Democratic Front
was held today in the mini
conference hall of SDF
Bhawan in Gangtok re-
garding preparations for
the upcoming SDF Foun-
dation Day on 04 Mar.
The meeting was
chaired by vice president
Publicity Affairs SDF, Daw-
cho Lepcha. Spokesperson
of the party, KT Gyaltsen
and IPR Minister; Arjun Ku-
mar Ghatani, were the spe-
cial guests of the meeting.
The meet discussed
the coverage and promo-

tion of the celebration
and coordination be-
tween publicity and social
media wing members.

Minister AK Ghatani
who is in charge of sound
and lights for the 04 Mar
event, urged all party
workers to gear up for
this historic event.

Members expressed
their opinion on various
aspects of coordination
between members of var-
ious media outlets and
party’s own social media
wing during the event.

The meeting was
called by publicity secre-
tary of the party, Krishna
Lepcha.

Debt waiver: Pb farmers stop
loan repayment; NPAs swell by
over Rs 800 cr, says report

CHANDIGARH, FEB 15
(PTI): Farmers have halt-
ed repayment of their crop
loans in view of the Punjab
government’s much publi-
cised debt waiver scheme,
even as the NPA in agricul-
ture advances swelled by
over Rs 800 crore to a “wor-
risome” figure of Rs 6,611
crore in six months, as per
a report of the State Level
Bankers’ Committee (SLBC)

“The government of
Punjab issued notifica-
tion after an announce-
ment was made in the
Vidhan Sabha (last year)
regarding debt waiver for
small and marginal farm-
ers up to Rs 2 lakh.

“As a result, farmers in
the state of Punjab have
stopped making repay-
ment of their crop loans
and the recovery scenario
is being adversely affect-
ed. Even farmers other
than small and marginal

farmers are not making
repayments in the hope
of debt waiver, as per
the SLBC report which
was released today at its
143rd meeting here.

The non-perform-
ing assets (NPA) level in
agriculture advances as
on June 30, 2017 was Rs
5,731 crore, which went
up to Rs 6,611 crore as
on December 31,2017,
rising by Rs 880 crore in
a period of six months.

The Punjab govern-
ment had announced the
debt waiver scheme in
June 2017.

Crop loan waiver for
up to Rs 2 lakh for small
and marginal farmers (up
to 5 acres) and a flat Rs 2
lakh relief for all other
marginal farmers would
be given, thus benefiting
over 10 lakh farmers.

In the first phase, the
state government has

waived cooperative loans of
47,000 small and marginal
growers belonging to five
districts worth Rs 167.39
crore out of the approved
1.60 lakh cases with loans
worth Rs 748 crore.

The government has
already identified 5.63
lakh farmers, who took
loan of nearly Rs 2,700
crore from the cooper-
ative institutions as on
March 31, 2017.

The agricultural ad-
vances in Punjab wit-
nessed an increase of Rs
4,873 crore -- from Rs
68,199 crore in December
2016 to Rs 73,072 crore in
December 2017, showing
a growth of 7.14 per cent,
as per the SLBC report.

Meanwhile, the Punjab
government today asked
commercial banks to pro-
vide Aadhaar seeded data
of farmers in order to
waive debt.

Two bodies
recovered at

Matigara

SILIGURI, 15 FEB: An
unidentified dead body
has been recovered from
Khaprail in Matigara to-
day. The head of the de-
ceased had been report-
edly crushed with the
help of a stone. The body
has been forwarded for
postmortem. Case is un-
der investigation.

In another case, po-
lice have recovered one
dead body at Goal Jote
under Matigara Police
Station today. The de-
ceased has been iden-
tified as one Shakti
Adhikari [55], a resident
of Pachkelguri in Fulbari.
The deceased was re-
portedly returning home
after attending a spiritu-
al gathering organised at
his in-law’s house in Goal
Jote. As per observations,
Police suspect he was
murdered. The body has
been sent for autopsy at
North Bengal Medical
College & Hospital.

SKM block level meet held

at Radu Maney Dara

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 15 FEB:

block-level meeting

of Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha was held at
Radu Maney Dara under
Maneybong-Dentam con-
stituency in West Sikkim
today. The meeting was
chaired by the working
president, MP Subba, and
attended by other senior
leaders and workers of
the party.

An SKM press release
informs that the speak-
ers in the meeting spoke

on various issues of the
State. Mr Subba stated
that SKM is the only al-
ternative to the SDF gov-
ernment for establish-
ing good governance in
the State. He lashed out
against the state govern-
ment for its alleged fail-
ure in various sectors.
The release informs
that four families, pre-
viously SDF supporters,
from Sepi ward under
Maneybong-Dentam con-
stituency officially joined
SKM during the meeting.

Modi visits Arunachal, says people greet

each other with ‘Jai Hind’ in the state

han Singh, Modi said, the for-
mer prime minister could not
visit the state on the pretext
of workload, “But I am such a
PM who cannot stay without
meeting you all”.

The prime minister said
he would personally tell peo-
ple to go to Arunachal Pradesh
to hold important meetings at
the convention centre.

“This is more than a build-
ing, it is a vibrant centre that
will further the aspirations
of Arunachal Pradesh. There
will be conferences and cul-
tural activities that will draw
government officials and pri-
vate companies,” he said.

Modi said he has directed
the state government not to
wait for inauguration of any
project but start utilising it
after its completion.

Modi said the Centre is
taking up the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana on mission
mode to provide quality and
affordable health care to
nearly 50 crore people across
the country.

He said the scheme, billed
as the world’s largest govern-
ment-funded health care pro-
gramme, is a path-breaking ini-
tiative and would bring a “para-
digm shift” in the health sector.

“The scale of this scheme
is un-parallelled and it will
bring a paradigm shift in our
health sector. It is time to give
India a health care system
that makes quality treatment
affordable within a limit of Rs
5 lakh per family,” he said.

Modi asked the state
government to frame a new
health policy and work to at-
tract private investments in
the sector.

Referring to the BJP-led
NDA government’s crusade
against corruption, Modi
said the government has
been able to curb corrup-
tion through the direct bank
transfer (DBT) scheme.

“The Centre has saved Rs
54,000 crore through Aad-
haar-enabled direct benefit
transfer of about 400 govern-
ment schemes,” he added.

also be increased from one to
two days a week.

Modi complimented Chief
Minister Pema Khandu for the
“wonderful work he is doing”.

“He has prepared a top
quality roadmap on how
Arunachal Pradesh should be
in 2027. And, he did not only
ask officials for inputs but
also people from all walks of
life,” he added.

On other issues, Modi ac-
cused the previous UPA re-
gime of neglecting the North
East and said his government
has given priority to the region
with ministers and senior offi-
cials regularly visiting it.

Seeking to highlight the
significance of the region,
he said important meetings
should not only be held in the
national capital but “we must
go to all states. And that is
why I came to Shillong for a
Northeastern Council meet-
ing. An important meeting re-
lated to agriculture was held
in Sikkim.”

Without naming Manmo-

ITANAGAR, FEB 15 (PTI): Vis-
iting Arunachal Pradesh under
the shadow of protests by Chi-
na, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today hailed the patriot-
ic nature of the people of the
border state, saying they greet
each other with ‘Jai Hind" and
announced naming the New
Delhi-Naharlagun Express as
“Arunachal Express”.

Modi’s second visit to
Arunachal Pradesh was ve-
hemently opposed by China
which urged India to refrain
from taking any action that
may “complicate” the bound-
ary question. It is his first
visit to the frontier state af-
ter the Army s standoff with
Chinese soldiers in Doklam
plateau last year.

Modi, who earlier visited
Arunachal Pradesh in Febru-
ary 2015, told a public ral-
ly here that he “cannot stay
without meeting you all”. Chi-
na claims Arunachal Pradesh
as part of South Tibet.

Clad in traditional tribal
headgear, Modi dedicated the

> -
state civil secretariat building
to the people, laid the foun-
dation stone for the Academ-
ic Block of the Tomo Riba In-
stitute of Health and Medical
Science and inaugurated the
Dorjee Khandu state conven-
tion centre.

“My visit to Arunachal
Pradesh is related to three
key projects in the state. The

secretariat is already func-
tional and this was a good
step taken by the state gov-
ernment,” he said at the ral-
ly at the Indira Gandhi Park
here before leaving for Tripu-
ra to address election rallies.

The prime minister hailed
the patriotic nature of the
people of Arunachal, saying
they greet each other with

‘Jai Hind".

Modi also announced that
the New Delhi-Naharlagun
Express would now be called
“Arunachal Express”. The
train, he said, will connect
the “people of the state with
mainland India”.

The frequency of the
train, connecting the nation-
al capital to the state, would
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Gangtok on
Friday,

16 Feb
Temp: 21°C /06°C
Forecast: Sunny
to partly cloudy
and beautiful
Sunrise: 06:12AM
Sunset: 5:28 PM

Tanker hits bike
injuring rider
GANGTOK, 15 FEB: One
diesel tanker plying to-
wards Chungthang from
Siliguri allegedly hit one
motorcycle coming from
Singtam while overtaking
a vehicle near Bardang in
East Sikkim on 14 Feb.
The driver of the tank-
er, one 23-year-old male
hailing from Teesta Difun
in West Bengal has been
arrested while the injured
rider has been referred to
CRH Tadong from Sing-
tam District Hospital.

Cop assaulted
GANGTOK, 15 FEB: One
32-year-old male hailing
from Tikjeck in Gyalshing
on 14 Feb allegedly as-
saulted one on-duty head
constable of Gyalshing
Traffic Branch at sabzi
mandi site in Gyalshing.
The constable had
asked the accused to move
his vehicle parked on the
wrong side of the mandi
road following which the
accused, who was under
the influence of alcohol,
attacked the policeman.

10 singers in Swor 2017 finals

ARPAN PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 15 FEB:

Sikkim—E-Culture “Swor 2017", a
singing competition organised
by U-First Magazine in associa-
tion with Reeyaz Sangeetalaya, has
shortlisted its top 10 finalists. The
finalists have been selected through
online voting on Facebook.

The finalists include Niswas
Basnett, Rohika Ramudamu, Man-

deera Gurung, Binita Subba, Arpa-
na Acharya, Kunzang Palzor, Resh-
mi Sharma, Nikhil Chettri, Sujata
Rai and Nabin Gazmer.

It may be mentioned here, Sik-
“Swor 2017”
commenced in Oct last year with the
aim to provide platform to talents
from different parts of the State.
competitors
reached the second round of the

kim-E-Culture

Fifty-six

done as

had

final rou

had

competition. The selection was

per likes, views and com-

ments of the participants’ video
that was uploaded on the website
of the organisers and YouTube.
Out of the 56 participants, top 10
singers have been selected for the

nd of the competition and

will be undergoing a Mentor Session
on from 17-18 Feb and Video Shoot-
ing Session from 24-25 Feb.

GANGTOK, 15 FEB [PIB]:
Department of Anthro-
pology, Sikkim University
celebrated World Anthro-
pology Day today at the
conference hall of Barad
Sadan in the presence of
Registra, TK Kaul, Con-
troller of Examinations,
Dr Debasish Chowdhury,
Registrar, SRM Univer-
sity, Professor CS Satish
Kumar, faculty members,
staff and students.

Head of Department
of Anthropology & Dean,
School of Human Scienc-
es, Dr KR Rama Mohan,
welcomed the guests and
spoke on the importance
of celebrating World An-
thropology Day and the
contribution of anthro-
pology to human society.

Registrar, TK Kaul,
stressed on the impor-
tance of the study of an-
thropology and the in-
sights that it provides on
peaceful co-existence. He

also wished success to the
faculty members and stu-
dents of anthropology on
World Anthropology Day.

On this occasion,
second issue of the de-

newsletter

partmental
“Mountain Hues” was
also released. The cele-
bration also features a
photo exhibition, indig-
enous food prepared by

the students, display of
household items specific
to certain communities
and display of paintings
and handicraft items.

Gor Sec

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 15 FEB:
Gor Secondary School
of Lower Dzongu in
North Sikkim held its
School Managing Com-
mittee meeting on 14 Feb
which was chaired by
Zilla member, Tshering
Gyatso Lepcha.

The meeting was con-
vened by the new Head-
mistress of the school,
Tseten Lhamu Lepcha,
and was attended by
teachers and parents.

The Principal of the
school urged all for their
whole hearted support
for the smooth function-

School conducts SMC meet

ing of the school.

During the meeting,
it was unanimously de-
cided that fencing of the
school compound and
repair works of the old
additional wooden struc-
ture classroom will be
done.

Zilla member also
assured his support and
urged all parents and
teachers for their dedi-
cation in moulding the
future of the children.

It was also decided
that the issue of shortage
of teachers will be placed
with the concerned de-
partment at the earliest.

1,000 rubber units face closure due to carbon black shortage

Mumsal, FEB 15 (PTI):
The All-India Rubber In-
dustries Association has
urged government to re-
move anti-dumping duty
on imports saying around
1,000 small and medium
rubber units are facing
closure due to the acute
shortage of carbon black,
the major raw material
used in rubber products.
“Carbon black imports
from China, Russia and

other countries face an-
ti-dumping duties. Due to
this, small & medium rub-
ber units are facing short-
age of carbon black and
resultant price hike,” asso-
ciation senior vice-presi-
dent Vikram Makar told
reporters here today.
Carbon black short-
age is so severe since
the past few months
that over 1,000 units are
on the verge of closure,

which will lead to loss of
nearly 2 lakh jobs, while
the industry is losing
about Rs 750 crore every
month, Makar said.
Carbon black is the
most preferred reinforc-
ing material and filler in
rubber products, both in
tyre and non- tyre seg-
ments, comprising 25-30
per cent of the product by
weight. It is also used in
plastics, paints and inks

as colouring pigments.
The domestic rubber
industry is seen growing at
8.42 per cent CAGR during
2016-2020. However, the
carbon black capacity has
not grown in the past cou-
ple of years, commensu-
rate with the demand.
Current crabon black
demand is 12.85 lakh
tonne as against capacity
of 9.5 lakh tonne. A gap
of 3.25 lakh tonne, thus is

primarily due to lack of ca-
pacity addition by current
carbon black manufactur-
ers in the last two years.

To tide over this crisis
the association has urged
government to make a
few policy amendments
immediately to save small
and medium sized units
from closing down by al-
lowing imports and curb
or stop export of carbon
black, he said.
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Press Club of Kolkata to join hands

with Press Club of Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
KOLKATA, 15 FEB:

he oldest Press Club

of the nation, Press
Club Kolkata has agreed
to support the Press Club
of Sikkim (PCS) for skill
upgradation, academic
enhancement and vari-
ous other fields to help in
developing journalism in
Sikkim.

This was decided
during a meeting be-
tween the executive bod-
ies of PCS and Press Club
of Kolkata today, informs
a press release.

During the meeting,
president of Press Club
Kolkata, Snehasish Sur
and president of Press
Club of Sikkim Joseph
Lepcha exchanged me-
mentos.

The meeting was also
attended by founder and
general secretary Po-
ets Foundation, Pradip
Kumar Chaudhary, Bud-
dhadeb Sengupta, Bud-
dhadeb Sengupta and ex-
ecutive members of PCS.

The meeting also
decided that Press Club
of Sikkim will soon or-

ganise an interactive
programme wherein the
state’s achievements in
various fields including
Sikkim being a pioneer of
the organic movement,
cleanest hill station, etc
will be highlighted, the
release mentions.

The Press Club, Kol-
kata was founded in the
year 1945 becoming the
first Press Club of the
country.

In future, both the
clubs will organise vari-
ous kinds of workshops
and symposiums for the
overall development of
journalism.

President, Press Club,
Kolkata, Snehasish Sur
in his brief address said
that the initiative taken
by the PCS is highly ap-
preciable and called the
PCS team ‘Ambassadors
of Sikkim'.
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Good Rules Don't Safe
Roads Make

Regulations are required, but try
building consistency first

wo fatal accidents were reported on Sikkim roads

within hours of each other on Tuesday. Expect
some noise and efforts to make the roads safer in the
coming days and then prepare for the push lose mo-
mentum and for things to return to their dangerous
self. That said, if the roads are policed for safety even
for a brief while, it would be helpful. It would however
not be worthwhile because people know that initia-
tives lose steam and instead of making safe driving a
habit, they will just wait out the drive and return reck-
lessness to the roads eventually. After all, did the au-
thorities not announce speed-limits for Sikkim roads
at around this time last year? Does anyone, including
the traffic cops, know what’s happening with that
rule? But such amnesia was expected. Setting speed
limits is a welcome move, bt one needs to realize that
good rules need even better implementation to be of
any consequence.

Knowing Sikkim, the speed-limit regulation was al-
ways destined to have been only superficially thought
out, and even if implemented, done so only for nui-
sance value for some time and then forgotten. To begin
with, how were speed-limits be checked everywhere,
and how were the breaking of speed limits penalized?
What were the always-on-prowl traffic cops to check
more diligently against - unauthorized/ irrespon-
sible parking, dangerous driving or over-speeding?
Was the speed regulation to applied to all vehicles?
Couldn’t be, because parking rules don’t appear to be
universally applicable and VIPs treated to empty slots
kept empty in anticipation of their arrival even in ar-
eas like MG Marg where private citizens are allowed
only 10-minute pauses. One wonders why the speed
limit rule was even formalized. Again, most people
would think that it was to make the roads safer. But,
if it is only the private citizens who need to observe
the speed limits while the VIPs and their officers can
ignore it, then one would be forced to surmise that pri-
vate vehicles are being intentionally slowed down so
that those who consider themselves “very important”
can move very fast.

If that was not the case, then ensure that the speed
regulation is extended to every vehicle on the roads.
And this brings one back to the need for improved im-
plementation to ensure that well intentioned moves
deliver on their promise. Some years ago, the Motor
Vehicle Rules were marked for an amendment to deliv-
er a stronger commitment to making vehicular traffic
safer in Sikkim. The proposed amendment required
a driver to produce a driving license issued from hill
regions or procure such a special permit from Sikkim
before being allowed to ferry passengers as a taxi driv-
er in the State. The idea was sound. At one level it en-
sured that those hired as taxi drivers in Sikkim were
tried hands on hill roads and not landing jobs despite
suspect driving skills only because they have managed
to buy a driving license elsewhere. The requirement to
get these permits renewed and the powers given to the
licensing authorities here to verify the antecedents of
the applicants ensured that drivers took their jobs more
seriously and the authorities have a paper trail to follow
in case someone absconds after a mishap (a common
response). One wonders where this rule sits nowadays
because it sure does not appear to be in practical prac-
tice. Agreed, this one was complicated and presented
many genuine complications, but in the many years that
have passed, these could have been ironed out to guar-
antee that drivers of passenger vehicles in Sikkim had
tested driving skills. That is a substantial assurance to
receive for passengers nowadays.

The point being reiterated is that ‘good rules’ need
good implementation to deliver ‘good results.’ After all,
there is no dearth of either good rules or good inten-
tions in the country, but it is in the delivery that every-
thing goes wrong. More awareness and more stringent
stipulations to keep the roads safe are welcome, but
almost immediately raise the fear of more complicated
red tape, more powerful officials, more dugdi. These
don’t make travel safe. A more genuine and sustained
engagement, however, could.

Why security measures won't
stop school shootings in USA

BRYAN WARNICK
theconversation.com
hen deadly school shootings like the one that
took place on Valentine’s Day in Broward
County, Florida occur, often they are followed by
calls for more stringent security measures.

For instance, after the Jan. 23 case in which a
15-year-old student allegedly shot and killed two
students and wounded 16 others at a small-town
high school in Kentucky, some Kentucky lawmak-
ers called for armed teachers and staff.

If anything, the response of the Kentucky law-
makers represents what has been called the “tar-
get-hardening” approach to school shootings. This
approach attempts to fortify

gaged in threat assessment. Checklists are some-
times suggested to school personnel to determine
when students should be considered as having the
potential for harm. While such practices have their
place, as a society we should be aware that these
practices change how teachers think of students:
not as budding learners, but potential shooters; not
with the potential to grow and flourish, but with
the potential to enact lethal harm.

Of course, society can think of students in dif-
ferent ways at different times. But the more teach-
ers think of students as threats to be assessed, the
less educators will think of students as individuals
to nourish and cultivate.

schools against gun violence
through increased security
measures. These measures
may include metal detectors,
lock-down  policies, “run,
hide, fight” training and sur-
veillance cameras.

While some of these mea-
sures seem sensible, overall
there is little empirical evi-
dence that such security mea-
sures decrease the likelihood
of school shootings. Surveil-
lance cameras were power-
less to stop the carnage in
Columbine and school lock-
down policies did not save
the children at Sandy Hook.

As researchers who have
collaboratively written about
school shootings, we believe
what is missing from the dis-
cussion is the idea of an ed-
ucational response. Current
policy responses do not ad-
dress the fundamental ques-
tion of why so many mass shootings take place in
schools. To answer this question, we need to get to
the heart of how students experience school and
the meaning that schools have in American life.

An educational response is important because
the “target hardening” approach might actually
make things worse by changing students’ experi-
ence of schools in ways that suggest violence rather
than prevent it.

HOW SECURITY MEASURES CAN BACKFIRE
Filling schools with metal detectors, surveillance
cameras, police officers and gun-wielding teachers
tells students that schools are scary, dangerous and
violent places - places where violence is expected
to occur.

The “target hardening” approach also has the
potential to change how teachers, students and
administrators see one another. How teachers un-
derstand the children and youth they teach has
important educational consequences. Are students
budding citizens or future workers? Are they plants
to nourish or clay to mold?

One of the most common recommendations
for schools, for example, is that they should be en-

Parents wait for news after a shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Florida, on Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018.

As researchers, we have read the accounts of
dozens of different school shootings, and we think
educators, parents and others should begin to raise
the following questions about schools.

QUESTIONS OF STATUS
To what extent does the school - through things
like athletics, homecoming royalties, or dances and
so forth - encourage what some political scientists
have called the “status tournament of adolescence”
that lurks behind the stories of many school shoot-
ings?

As one reads about such shootings, one often
senses a feeling of social anxiety and betrayal on
the part of perpetrator. Americans hold high ex-
pectations for schools as places of friendship and
romance, yet too often students find alienation,
humiliation and isolation. The frustration at these
thwarted expectations at least sometimes seems to
turn toward the school itself.

FORCE AND CONTROL ISSUES
To what extent does the force and coercion em-
ployed by many schools contribute to a “might
makes right” mentality and associated violence?

It is true that bullying is part of some of the sto-

ries of school shooters. Students who are bullied
or who are bullies themselves will quite naturally
think of schools as places appropriate for violence.
There is also sometimes a rage, however, against
the day-to-day imposition of school discipline and
punishment. Since schools are experienced as plac-
es of force and control, for some students, they also
come to be seen as appropriate places for violence.
IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION
In research on American high schools, one finds the
idea that American schools are intertwined with
notions of “expressive individualism” - the idea
that human beings should find out and be true to
who they really are on the inside. Might this also
contribute to school shoot-
ings?

Suburban high schools,
in particular, are seen by the
middle class as places to ac-
complish expressive projects.
Sociologist Robert Bulman
points out, for example, how
Hollywood films set in subur-
ban settings focus on student
journeys of self-discovery,
while urban school films fo-
cus on heroic teachers and
academic achievement. In
the same vein, many sub-
urban school shooters see
what they are doing as acts of
self-expression.

Reading stories of school
shootings, one often finds
moments in which the shoot-
ers claim that something in-
side, whether hatred or frus-
tration, needed to find ex-
pression. An example of this
is the manifesto left by Luke
Woodham, who shot two stu-
dents in 1997. “I am not spoiled or lazy,” he wrote,
“for murder is not weak or slow-witted, murder
is gutsy and daring.” The school became the place
where Woodham thought he could express the
gutsy and daring person he found on the inside.

WHAT TO DO
Of course, it will be difficult to definitively answer
the questions we have posed above. And, even if
we are able to find answers, it is not clear what the
proper educational response should be.

For example, self-expression might be a valu-
able task for schools, even if it is found to contribute
in some way to school shootings. Our suggestion is
simply that, instead of trying to find solutions to
school shootings in the dubious arms of security
technologies, or even solely through more promis-
ing public policy, society should ask deeper ques-
tions about the nature of education and schooling
in American society.

It is time to think about school shootings not
as a problem of security, but also as a problem of
education.

[the writer is Professor of Educa-
tion, The Ohio State University)

Senegal’s rappers continue to ‘cry from
the heart’ for a more just society

WRITE US: Readers are invited to
comment on, criticise, run down, even
appreciate if they like something in
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/
indecorous language and personal
attacks, except when against people
responsible in this newspaper
(who are fair game), will have to be
ignored. Letters which carry forward
a conversation or initiate a dialogue
will command immediate attention
and receive prominence.

Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

ZACHARIAH MAMPILLY
theconversation.com

merican musicians were once in-

tegral to political activism. The
1963 March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom is recognised as a sem-
inal moment in American history and
a triumph for nonviolent resistance.
Harry Belafonte, then a 36-year-old
superstar of music, television and
film, was at the forefront, serving as
a confidant to Martin Luther King and
helping to bankroll the Black Freedom
Movement. Today few American artists
seem willing to take such an active role
in political struggles.

But across the Atlantic musicians
in many African countries are in the
vanguard of popular struggles, not
only providing a symbolic soundtrack
but marching on the frontlines and
leading social movements.

Take Nigeria, where Seun Kuti car-
ries on the legacy of his father Fela by
confronting the country’s venal po-
litical elite. In Burkina Faso rappers
helped overthrow Blaise Compaore.

In Africa’s newest country, South
Sudan, a new collective of musicians
and artists, Ana Taban, has emerged as
some of the few critics of the country’s
kleptocratic rulers. And in Tanzania,
the legendary father of Swahili hip hop
and opposition member of parliament
sits in jail, Sugu, accused of insulting
the country’s increasingly autocratic
president, John Magufuli.

One of the most notable examples of
artists in the Belafonte mould is the mu-
sical collective Keur Gui in Dakar, Sen-
egal. Already among the most popular
within Senegal’s lively hip hop scene,
their profile grew exponentially in 2011

during the massive protests against
President Abdoulaye Wade's attempt to
steal a third presidential term.
ACTIVISM ON A TRUCK

In 2011 Keur Gui’s lead rappers Thiat
and Kilifeu joined other musicians and
journalists to form the Y’en a Marre
(Fed Up) movement to mobilise youth
against Wade. During their campaign,
Keur Gi recorded songs that became
the cri de coeur (cry from the heart) of
the broader movement.

Along with other musician-activists,
the group toured the country in a flat-
bed truck with a built-in soundsystem
playing in small towns and rural vil-
lages bringing their message to distant
communities. This was essential in a
country where the average age is just
over 18 and 70% live in rural areas.

Thiat was arrested and detained
following a rally in Dakar’s Obélisque
Square for allegedly calling the Presi-
dent a “liar” and saying that the then
85-year-old was too old to govern. Y'en
a Marre’s actions were crucial in en-
suring Wade’s defeat and his replace-
ment by Macky Sall.

Rather than rest on their laurels,
Keur Gui, especially the charismatic
Thiat, have continued their activism. In
Senegal where politicians have histor-
ically sought to legitimatise their gov-
ernments by co-opting popular mu-
sicians, Keur Gui was offered a share
of the spoils of the new regime. They
refused, insisting that their vision was
never simply to change elected leaders.

Rather, their movement Y’en a
Marre pushes for a vision of democratic
transformation beyond the ballot box.

Inspired by legendary pan-Afri-
canists like Amilcar Cabral, Thiat, who

wears a simple woollen hat reminiscent
of the one made famous by Cabral, has
worked to organise and support other
artist-led social movements in Africa
including Balai Citoyen in Burkina Faso.

In 2014, the group released a fol-
low up album featuring the single Dio-
goufi (“Nothing has changed”).

Shot with the aesthetic sensibility of
a film by the Senegalese director Ous-
mane Sembene, the video begins with
Thiat sitting outside a store as ordinary
Senegalese try and fail to purchase ba-
sic goods. Over a mournful piano loop,
Thiat offers a frustrated commentary
(translations of the original Wolof and
French lyrics were provided to me by
Thiat) on the failure of the new political
leadership to bring about change:

Same electoral promises

Same selling of our lands

The country’s in total chaos

Its only two years and we're al-
ready fed up.

Through the 1980s Senegal once
boasted a robust and diverse econ-
omy that posted impressive growth.
But decades of austerity programmes
have left the government indebted to
foreign donors and largely incapable
of providing much in the way of social
services.

While cognisant of the role the in-
ternational community has played in
Senegal’s impoverishment, Thiat’s lens
always remains sharply focused on the
failings of the country’s political elite:

A government pushed into power
by accident

They fail in their duty

Lazy regime

No vision

Permanent mess

No solutions
Get out of here!

Kilifeu, whose gritty melodic ca-
dence balances Thiat’s straight deliv-
ery, echoes his calls for a new vision
and new political leaders in his lacer-
ating solo verses:

The leaders hang on to the power

In spite of the opposition of the
population.

Politicians are all the same, no dif-
ference.

Only broken promises and lies.

We are fed up of your nonsense,

We really need change.

CYNICAL MANOEUVRES

The international community remains
committed to a vision of democratic
reform for Africa that centres on elec-
toral competition over empowering
ordinary people. Political elites circu-
late between political parties while en-
gaging in cynical institutional manoeu-
vres that further entrench their power.

Even where regimes blatantly vio-
late any notion of democratic process
as in Rwanda, Kenya and the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo currently,
diplomats insist that elections equate
democracy going as far as telling pro-
testers to “stand down” as a leading
Congolese activist recently told me.

“There are no other options but
elections,” they suggest. The truth is
that we've failed to recognise the new
political visions being articulated by
young musicians and activists across
the continent. Instead of lecturing
them on how things should be, per-
haps it is time for us to just listen.

[the writer is Professor of Po-
litical Science and Africana
Studies, Vassar College]
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KP Sharma Oli becomes Nepal PM for second time

SHIRISH B PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, FEB 15 (PTI):

P Sharma Oli today became

Nepal’'s Prime Minister
for the second time, over two
months after his Left alliance
with former Maoist rebels
swept the country’s historic
parliamentary polls, kindling
hopes for the political stability
in the Himalayn nation.

President Bidhya Devi
Bhandari appointed 65-year-
old Oli as the country’s 41st
prime minister.

Oli, who is known for his
pro-China stance, had served
as the country’s prime minis-
ter from October 11, 2015 to
August 3, 2016.

The appointment was made
under the article 76 of Nepal's
Constitution which states that
in case of no clear majority
of any party in the House of
Representatives, the President
shall appoint as Prime Minister
the member of the House of
Representatives who can have
the majority with the support

of two or more political parties.

Oli's PM candidacy was
supported by the UCPN-Mao-
ists, Rastriya Prajatantra Party
Nepal, and Madhesi Rights Fo-
rum-Democratic along with 13
other small parties.

Earlier, former prime min-
ister and Nepali Congress pres-
ident Sher Bahadur Deuba had
addressed the nation and sub-
mitted his resignation to the
president.Deuba was elected as

the 40th Prime Minister on June
6 with the support from CPN
(Maoist Centre) which is now a
part of Left alliance and opting
for merger with CPN-UML.

“The elections of three tiers
of government have been suc-
cessfully held under my lead-
ership setting the foundation
to long transition,” Deuba said
in the television address.

The Left alliance of the CPN-
UML, led by Oli and CPN-Mao-

ist Centre, led by Prachanda,
secured almost two third ma-
jority in the Parliament during
the parliamentary elections.

Oli's  party = CPN-UML
secured 121 seats in the
275-member Parliament and
became the largest party in the
Parliament.

The Nepali Congress has
63 seats while the CPN-Maoist
Centre has 53 seats.

The combine strength of
the CPN-UML and CPN-Maoist
Centre was 174, sufficient to
form a majority government at
the Centre.

The Madhesi parties, Ras-
triya Janta Party Nepal has got
17 and Federal Socialist Party
Nepal has got 16 seats in the
Parliamentary elections.

The elections were seen as
the final step in Nepal’s transi-
tion to a federal democracy fol-
lowing a decade-long civil war
till 2006 that claimed more
than 16,000 lives.

In 2015, when Nepal ad-
opted a new Constitution that

split it into seven states, doz-
ens of people were Killed in
ethnic clashes over territory
and rights.

Following the adoption of
the new Constitution, the eth-
nic Madhesi group, mostly of
Indian-origin, protested for
months, saying they were not
getting enough territory in one
of the provinces and were also
facing discrimination.

The polls were seen as a
major step towards imple-
menting the new Constitution.

Oli had served as deputy
prime minister during the then
interim government led by Giri-
ja Prasad Koirala in 2006 after
the successful conclusion of
the second Peoples Movement.
He was elected as a member of
Parliament in the House of Rep-
resentatives for the first time
from Jhapa district in 1991.

He had also served as Min-
ister of Home Affairs in 1994
1995. He was re-elected to the
House of Representatives from
Jhapa electorate in 1999.

Two IAF pilots killed
in crash in Assam

NEw DELHI, FEB 15
(PTI): Two Indian Air
Force pilots were killed in
a plane crash near Jorhat
in Assam today, official
sources said.

The micro-light air-
craft crashed soon after
it took off from the Jorhat
air base on a routine sortie
around noon, they said.

The wreckage of the
plane has been sighted
and a court of inquiry or-
dered, the officials said.

Eastern Army
Commander

visits Nagaland
KoLKATA, FEB 15 (PTI):
Eastern Army Command-
er Lt Gen Abhay Krishna
has assured the Naga-
land administration of
the force’s preparedness
to safeguard the security
environment there, a De-
fence spokesperson said
here today.

In a two-day visit end-
ing today, General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Eastern Command, Lt Gen
Krishna met senior civil
administration officials of
Nagaland at Kohima.

“The GOC-in-C assured
the state functionaries of
full preparedness of Spear
Corps and to robustly han-
dle any contingency, and
that a befitting response
will be given to anyone
vitiating the security envi-
ronment in Nagaland,” the

Withdraw FRDI Bill, Mamata
writes again to Centre

BELPAHARI (WB), FEB
15 (PTI): West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee today said she
shot off another letter
to the BJP-led central
government asking it to
withdraw the controver-
sial Financial Resolution
and Deposit Insurance
(FRDI) Bill.

Addressing a rally
here in West Midnapore
district, she described
the Bill as ‘anti-people’
and accused the central
government of not think-
ing about the poor.

“They always talk
big. They are coming up
with a Bill which is an-
ti-people. Before coming
here today, I have again
written a strong letter to
them (the Centre) ask-
ing for withdrawal of the

Bill,” Banerjee said.

This is her second
letter to the Centre de-
manding withdrawal of
the FRDI Bill.

Opposition  parties
has been criticising the
bill for some of its con-
troversial provisions, in-
cluding a bail-in clause.
This clause has been
commented upon by ex-
perts as of bringing po-
tential harm to deposits,
in the form of savings ac-
counts. The government,
however, said it will fully
protect public deposits in
financial institutions.

“You cannot simply
digest common people’s
money.

People are scared
today. You cannot take
away the money of the
poor. You will have to

withdraw the Bill,” she
said at the state govern-
ment programme before
inaugurating a cluster of
projects this afternoon.
Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley had ac-
knowledge her first letter
in this connection, said
Banerjee, also the Trina-
mool Congress supremo.
“I had written to the
BJP-led central govern-
ment to withdraw it. The
Finance Minister had ac-
knowledged my letter.
But he made a minister
of state write a reply stat-
ing that nothing will hap-
pen to the poor” she stated.
The chief minister
had on Tuesday an-
nounced that Trinamool
Congress will start a na-
tionwide protest unless
the Bill is withdrawn.

Nepal to choose new
Prez on March 5

KatHmANDU, FEB 15 (PTI): Nepal
will have a new president on March 5
in place of the Himalayan nation’s first
woman president Bidhya Devi Bhan-
dari, according to sources at the coun-
try’s election commission.

While the election for Nepal’s new
president would be held on March 5,

ber, 2015.

With the formation of the new Par-
liament, the tenure of the president
expires. The process of electing a new
president starts once the new prime

minister is appointed.

CPN-UML chairperson K P Shar-
ma Oli today became Nepal’s Prime
Minister for the second time, over two

Landmines defused in Mizoram-
Mynanmar border area

Arzawi, FEB 15 (PTI):
The Assam Rifles have

defused landmines al-
legedly  planted by
Arakan  militants  in

Mizoram-Mynarmar bor-
der, an official said today.
Personnel of the spe-
cialised explosive detec-
tion unit and the bomb
disposal squad of the
force defused the land-
mines in Lawngtlai dis-
trict of Mizoram, Deputy
Commissioner Arun T
told PTI over phone.
Assam Rifles person-
nel were conducting patrol
along the border; the depu-

ty commissioner said.

One woman was
killed by a concealed
landmine and a man was
maimed by another land-
mine blast in mid-Jan-
uary near the border
with Myanmar, following
which the Assam Rifles
started searching for
landmines in the area.

The force on January
23 also issued an adviso-
ry asking the local people
not to venture in the bor-
der areas as there was
strong possibility of the
presence of more hidden
landmines.

China protests Modi’s
visit to Arunachal

KJM VARMA
BEIJING, FEB 15 (PTI):
hina today voiced its
“firm opposition” to
the visit of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
to Arunachal Pradesh
which it claims as part
of South Tibet and said it
would lodge a diplomatic
protest with India.
“China’s position on
the China-India bound-
ary question is consis-
tent and clear-cut,” said
Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesperson Geng
Shuang in response to
reports that Modi visited
Arunachal Pradesh today.
“The Chinese gov-
ernment has never rec-
ognised the so-called
Arunachal Pradesh and
is firmly opposed to the
Indian leader’s visit to the
disputed area,” Geng was
quoted as saying by state-
run Xinhua news agency.
“We will lodge stern
representations with the
Indian side,” he said.
Geng said that China
and India had reached
important consensus on
properly managing dis-
putes, and the two sides
were working to resolve
the territorial disputes
through negotiation and
consultation.

“The Chinese side

urges the Indian side to
honour its commitment
and abide by the relevant
consensus, and refrain
from taking any action
that may complicate
the boundary question,”
Geng said.

“(These three areas)
located between the ille-
gal ‘McMahon Line’ and
the traditional custom-
ary boundary between
China and India, have
always been Chinese
territory,” he said in the
Xinhua report, adding
that the ‘McMahon Line’
drawn by Britain in 1914
was an attempt to incor-
porate the areas into In-
dian territory.

He urged India to
cherish the hard-won mo-
mentum of improvements
in bilateral relations and
create enabling conditions
for the boundary talks and
the development of bilat-
eral relations.

China routinely pro-
tests visits by Indian
leaders to Arunachal
Pradesh and reiterates
its claims over the state.

The India-China bor-
der dispute stretches
across 3,488 kms. Both
sides have held 20 rounds
of talks so far through
their Special Representa-
tives to resolve the issue.
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HUMAN RESOURCE AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

REFERENCE NO: 2044/GOS/HRDD/(N)/150

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER NO:

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, the Superintending Engineer (North), Human Resource & De-
velopment Department, Government of Sikkim, invited e-tendering Bids from the eligible registered contractors
of appropriate class for the work listed below:-
Name of Work: Construction & Establishment of Government Degree College at Mangshilla, North Sikkim

DATED: 13-2-18

Bid Value

Rs. 2,52,11,814.00

tender.gov.in)

Date of Publishing in E-Tendering Portal of Sikkim Government (www.sikkim-

20.2.2018 (11.00 AM
onwards)

sikkimtender.gov.in

The intending contractors/ tenderers may visit the e-procurement portal of Government of Sikkim www.

Sd/- SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (NORTH)
HUMAN RESOURCE & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT.

the vice president would be elected on
March 16, they said.

The Election Commission of Nepal
has proposed the dates for the elections
after consulting the leaders of major
political parties.

However, the final date and sched-
ule of the election will be announced
after the new Cabinet makes formal

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
GANGTOK, EAST SIKKIM
Reference No: 2044/GOS/HRDD/(N)/149
INVITATION FOR BIDS

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Human Resource Development Department, Government of
Sikkim, invites online tender on percentage rate bids under two cover systems through e-procurement from
the eligible class of contractors for the work “Construction & Establishment of Government Degree College at
Mangshila, North Sikkim”. The bids should be submitted online through the website www.sikkimtender.gov.in

spokesperson said.

Assembly election in
the north-eastern state
will be held on February
27 and results are sched-
uled to be declared on
March 3.

Krishna visited the
Army’s Spear Corps Zone

months after his Left alliance routed
the ruling Nepali Congress in the coun-
try’s historic parliamentary polls.

Oli had earlier served as the coun-
try’s prime minister from October 11,
2015 to August 3, 2016.

Earlier, former prime minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba had addressed the na-

Date: 13-2-18

in the North-East and was

accompanied by Lt Gen Bhandari was elected as the first the president.

Gopal R, General Officer | woman president of Nepal in Octo- SL NAME OF WORK BID VALUE (RS) COST OF TEN- EARNEST

Commanding Spear Corps. NO DER DOCU- MONEY
At the headquarter . . » MENTS (RS) 2.5% OF

or me mspecror Gener- |- VW@ Raj Kapoor refused to visit TENDER
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the spokesperson said in | Raj Kapoor’s films might days later he called me recalling the conversation angshifa, Torth Siddm

a statement.

decision in this regard, the sources said.
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have travelled to China,
but his son Randhir Ka-
poor revealed that the
actor-filmmaker  never
visited the country as he
did not want fans to see
him after his weight gain.

Randhir said his fa-
ther’s films were so pop-
ular in China that the
late actor once received
an invitation to visit the
country.

“One day, he called me
and said he got an invite
to visit China because his
films are very popular
there and we all are going
to China! He was very ex-
cited and so were we.

“While we were mak-

and said, ‘I am thinking,
let's not go to China’ He
said, ‘They are in love with
the Raj Kapoor of ‘Awaara),
‘Shree 420’ and look at my
size now! I don’t look like
that anymore’!” he said.

Randhir said despite
being the pioneer of Hin-
di films in China, the actor
never visited the country
as he did not want to dis-
appoint his fans.

“He said, ‘Russia has
been seeing me over the
years in various sizes
so they accept me even
now, but I don’t want to
disappoint all my fans
and break the image (in
China). I am not the Raj

with his father, he said.

“That was the actor in
him speaking. He didn’t
go. All his life he never
went to China! He is still
very popular, his films
are very popular. Now all
our films are going there
(China) but he was the pi-
oneer who took our films
there. But the actor in him
didn’t want to break the
image,” he added.

Randhir, along with
brothers Rishi Kapoor
and Rajiv Kapoor, was
speaking at a panel dis-
cussion last night during
‘Raj Kapoor Awards for
Excellence in Entertain-
ment’.

The details of the works and time schedule are as under:

Release Order No: 565/IPR/PUB/classi/17-18 Dt: 14-2-18

The date and time of submission of completed bid document are as under:

i) Publish of online tender in e-procurement portal: 20.02.2018

ii) Start date of uploading of bidding documents in e-procurement portal: 20.02.2018

iii) Last date of submission of bids online by the Bidders: 20.03.2018 (1600 hours)

iv) Date of opening of tender documents: 23.03.2018 (1100 hours)

1. Bidding documents may be downloaded from the e-procurement portal www.sikkimtender.gov.in

2. All the documents listed at SI. No. 3 of General Condition must be submitted in hard copies in the office
of the Superintending Engineer (North), HRDD on 21.03.2018 (within 1600 Hours).

If the hard copies of above documents are not received on 21.03.2018 (within 1600 Hours) the tender
documents so submitted by the bidder through e-procurement portal shall be considered non-responsive and
shall not be opened.

3. The department reserves the right to deny tender to any applicants without assigning any reason thereof.

4. Uploading of tender document in e-procurement portal is mandatory. Submission of hard copy will not be
considered a valid bid and shall summarily be rejected.

The intending bidders shall submit the technical bids & financial bids in two separate envelopes duly sealed
& clearly indicating the Technical bid & Financial bid on the cover. For technical bid the intending tenderer shall
submit their credentials in form A, B, C, D, E & F of the Sikkim Public Works Manual 2009.

Sd/- SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (NORTH)
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
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RURAL MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

No: 53/RM&DD/MGNERGA

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
Gangtok — 737101

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Dated: 5/02/2018

Sealed quotation of rates are invited from interested firms having valid MGNREGA empanelment with RM&DD, Government of
Sikkim for supply of the following Block Administrative Centres:
1) Jorethang 2) Sumbuk 3) Namchi 4) Namthang 5) Ravangla 6) Temi Tarku 7) Sikkip 8) Yangang 9) Gangtok 10)Ranka 11) Regu 12)
Rhenock 13) Parakha 14) Pakyong 15) Martam 16) Duga 17) Khamdong 18) Rakdong-Tintek 19) Passingdong 20) Kabi Tingda 21)
Mangan 22) Chungthang 23) Chongrang 24) Chumbong 25) Daramdin 26) Gyalshing 27) Hee-Martam 28) Kaluk 29) Mangalbarey
30) Soreng 31) Dentam 21) Yuksom.

LIST OF ITEMS
Sl. ITEMS SPECIFICATION UNIT
No.
1 Cement 50 kg Birla Gold, Ambuja, Birla Samrat, Ultratech, Star, Lafarge, ACC, Per bag.
Pendent.
2. TMT Rod (6mm to 18 mm) Durgapur or equivalent Per kg.
3. Angle Iron (various sizes) Durgapur or equivalent Per kg.
4. Plywood Waterproof (sizes 6mm | Waterproof / Local Per sq.ft.
to 32 mm) & non- waterproof
5. Nail (various sizes) 1SO certified Per kg.
6. Chinese Nail - Per kg.
7. Sand - Per cft.
8. Stones - Per cft.
9. Signboard (3x4) Angle iron Per piece.
10. First Aid Box Box consisting of Dettol, Gauge, Bandage, Cotton, files of Paracetamal, | Per piece.
Maftal Spas, Enteroquintal tablets etc.
1. Hammer (Big & Small) 1SO certified Per piece.
12. Kata 1SO certified Per piece.
13. Ramba — Big & Small I1SO certified Per piece.
14. Doko per piece Local made Per piece.
15. Namlo per piece Local made Per piece.
16. Farua 1SO certified Per piece.
17. Karai 1SO certified Per piece.
18. Karni 1SO certified Per piece.
19 Belcha 1SO certified Per piece.
20 Sickle 1SO certified Per piece.
21. Chino 1SO certified Per piece.
22. Chisel 1SO certified Per piece.
23. Raite (File) ISO certified Per piece.
24. Saw medium size 1SO certified Per piece.
25. Bucket Unbreakable plastic 10 ltrs ISO certified (brand to be specified by the Per piece.
bidder)
26. Jug Unbreakable plastic Per piece.
27. Mug Unbreakable plastic Per piece.
28. Line Suta - Per roll.
29 Measuring Tape 50 feet 1SO certified (brand to be specified by the bidder) Per piece.
30. Belcha Dori - Per kg.
31. Jute rope - Per kg.
32. Bending Wire 1SO certified Per kg.
33. Gl Wire 1SO certified Per kg.
34. Gl Wire Mesh 1SO certified Per ft.
35. Barbed Wire 1SO certified Per kg.
36. Wire cutter 1SO certified Per piece.
37. Giti Martol 1SO certified Per piece.
38. Raj Martol 1SO certified Per piece.
39. Jamara Martol 1SO certified Per piece.
40. Pliers 1SO certified Per piece.
41. Polypipe 2 inch I1SO certified (brand to be specified by the bidder) Per kg.
42. Polypipe % flexable ISO certified (brand to be specified by the bidder) Per kg.
43. Gl Pipe (20 ft various sizes) Tata Brand or equivalent Per piece.
44, Gl fitting (sizes 15 mm to 32 mm | Union, Socket, Tee, Elbow, Short piece, Plug, ISO certified (brand to be | Per piece.
dia.) specified by the bidder)
45, PVC Pipe (20 ft various sizes) 1SO certified (brand to be specified by the bidder) Per piece.
46. PVC fittings (sizes 15 mm to 32 Union, Socket, Tee, Elbow, Short piece, Plug, ISO certified (brand to be | Per piece.
mm dia.) specified by the bidder)
47. Hacksaw Blade (single & double) | ISO certified Per piece.
48. Hacksaw Frame 1SO certified Per piece.
49. Plain sheet (various sizes) 1SO certified (brand to be specified by the bidder) Per sqft.
50. Sand Net I1SO certified (brand to be specified by the bidder) Per metre.
51. PVC tank/drum Capacity of 100 Lirs. Per piece.
52. Plastic Tarpaulin 24’ x18’ I1SO certified (brand to be specified by the bidder) Per piece.
53. Hume Pipe (various sizes) 1SO certified (brand to be specified by the bidder) Per piece.
54. GClI Sheet (0.35, 0.4.0.5 mm) I1SO certified (various sizes) Per foot.
55. Bricks First class Per piece.
56. MS Pipe (various sizes) - Per piece.
57. Dhibri Nail - Per kg.
58. Gl Washer - Per packet.
59. Bitumen Washer - Per packet.
60. Enamel Paint (yellow, white & Asian Paints Per litre.
black) for signboard.
61. Paint Brush (various sizes) - Per piece.
62. Rate of transportation for Cement- per bag Per km.
cement, Rod, Bricks, Sand & Sand/Stone — per cft.
Stone. Road — per Qtl.
Bricks — per piece.
63. Stone Chips Machine crushed Cft.
64. Local Wood Local Cft.
TERMS & CONDITIONS

1. Materials to be supplied should be as per the standard size and norms/specifications of Govt. of Sikkim issued from time to time.
2. The supply is subject to various laboratories test in the State.
3. Firms shall ensure that ordered materials will be supplied within the stipulated time. Failing which they will be liable to pay the
liquidity damage of an equal amount of the damaged caused to the Department. The intending supplier should be prepared to supply
all the items in the worksite and the transportation cost shall be paid as per the prevailing notification of the SNT Division of Transport
Department.
4. Firms should have dealership certificate of all or any of the above specified brands of cement.
5. The empanelled firm or cooperative should preferably register with STCS/SIMFED.
6. The quotation received without empanelment document will not be accepted.

7. All firms previously empanelled under MGNREGA before 29-3-2016 may kindly contact the Sr. AO-MGNREGA before submission
of tender forms since the guidelines for empanelment under MGNREGA has been revised as per notification no. 01/5/Adm./MGN-
REGA/RM&DD, dated 29-3-2016.
8. The rate being quoted shall be EXCLUSIVE of any TAXES and should be duly signed by the proprietor of the firms.

9. The quotation must be quoted by the empanelled supplier and Cooperative Society preferably based within the administrative
jurisdiction of concerned BAC only. The intending suppliers should enclose copies of valid trade license and other tax clearance
along with quotations. At the time of approval of rates the DPC shall compare the quoted rates with the rates obtained from STCS
with due regards to the prevailing market rates.
10. The quotation should accompany with Xerox attested copies of valid empanelment certificate issued by Rural Management and
Development Department, Govt. of Sikkim for the Supplier and firms and a copy of certified registration of cooperative society from
concerned department for the cooperative societies and Trade license and clearance certificate of GST and Professional Tax by the
both the supplier/firms and cooperative societies.
11. The Cooperative Society registered in the concerned block who is experienced in supply works only are eligible for quoting the
rate. However the society should submit bank statements for last 3 years (25-30 lakhs transaction). Only on vetting of financial ca-
pability of cooperative Society, rates quoted would be accepted.
12. In case of failure in regular supply or not matching up of the quality standard as laid down by the Department, the supply order
would be cancelled immediately.
13. The empanelled supplier or MPCS quoting the quotation must also have the store facility and transportation facility within the
concerned block.
14. In failure of compliance of the above mentioned terms & conditions for the supply of materials under MGNREGA, the tender
committee can summarily reject the quotations at the time of scrutiny.
15. The Authority reserves the right to accept or reject the quotations without assigning any reason thereof.
16. The Authorities shall draw an agreement with the selected supplier.
17. The quotation should be addressed to the BDO/ Programme Officer of the respective BAC and should reach them by 5" March
2018 and will be opened on 6" March 2018 at 2 pm in the presence of the committee formed for the purpose of the chamber of
concerned BDO cum PO.
NOTE: FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND CLARIFICATION, IF ANY, CONCERNED BDO MAY BE CONTACTED.

R.O. No. 549/ipr/pub/classi/17-18 dt. 6.2.18

Sd/-
DY. SECRETARY - lll (MGNREGA)
RM&DD, GANGTOK.

India women look to continue
dominance over SA in 2nd T20

EAST LONDON (SOUTH
AFRICA), FEB 15 (PTI): A
perfect start achieved, the
Indian women’s cricket
team would look to con-
tinue its supremacy over
South Africa when the two
sides clash in the second
Twenty20 International,
here Friday.

After a 2-1 win in the
ODI series, the Indian
women started the T20
series on a confident note,
drubbing the hosts by sev-
en wickets here in the first
game on Monday.

And the Harmanpreet
Kaur-led side would look
to carry on the momen-
tum in the remainder of
the five-match series.

The way the Indians
came out all guns blazing in
the first T20, it seemed the
loss in the inconsequential
third ODI prior to the series
was just a rare bad day in
office and their confidence
hardly took a beating.

Opting to bowl], the In-
dian women first restrict-
ed South Africa to 164 for
four and then overhauled
the target with consum-
mate ease in 18.5 overs.

While chasing, opener
Mithali Raj (54 not out)
held the Indian innings
together and shared two
crucial stands -- a 69-run
partnership for the third
wicket with debutant
Jemimah Rodrigues (37)
and a 52-run fourth-wick-
et stand with Veda Krish-
namurthy (37 not out)
-- to steer her side home.

Mithali’'s knock, her
11th T20 International
half century, came off 48
deliveries with the help of

half a dozen fours and one
six and the Indian team
management would hope
for an encore from the ex-
perienced batswoman.

The 17-year-old Mum-
bai player, Rodrigues, also
batted impressively on her
debut, hitting four bound-
aries and a six during her
breezy 27-ball  knock,
while Krishnamurthy was
at her attacking best.

Opener Smriti Mand-
hana made 28 but she
would be hoping for a big
knock tomorrow.

Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur too would be hop-
ing to score big after a
first-ball duck in the last
match, owing to a run out.

The Indian batting
looks in good form but the
visitors’ bowling is a cause
of concern in the absence
of veteran pacer Jhulan
Goswami, who has been
ruled out of the series be-
cause of a heel injury.

Young fast bowler
Pooja Vastrakar (1/34)
certainly looked nervous
on her debut and her pace
colleague Shikha Pandey’s
(1/41) performance was a
big let-down.

In the absence of Jhu-
lan, Pandey would need to
shoulder more responsi-
bility upfront in the bowl-
ing department.

T20 specialist off-spin-
ner Anuja Patil was the star
for India in the last match,
claiming 2 for 23 in her four
overs to pin down South Af-
rica’s batting line-up.

But she would defi-
nitely need support from
the likes of Poonam Yadav,
Radha Yadav and Har-
manpreet.

“It’'s good to have the
youngsters in the squad.
Usually when you have a
few new members, they
get a lot of positive energy
into the team and they are
quite active on the ground

»

too,” Mithali had said after
the first match.

For South Africa, the key
would be not to get bogged
down by the setback and
build on the positives.

Chloe Tryon s ballis-
tic 32 not out from seven
balls, including two fours
and four sixes, was a big
takeaway from the last
match and skipper Dane
van Niekerk is hoping that
the team builds on it.

“We need to regroup,
we need to speak open
and honestly with each
other and see where we
can change stuff. Our field-
ing wasn't at its best and
we pride ourselves on our
fielding,” Niekerk has said.

“T20 is so short and
the margins are so much
smaller, so hopefully we
can bounce back in the
next few. I'd like to win
the next four and go away
from this tour smiling.”

Woman

cop tries to
swallow bribe
money after
being caught
Mumsal, FEB 15 (PTI):
A woman police con-
stable from Kolhapur
in western Maharash-
tra, who was caught
allegedly accepting a
bribe of Rs 300, tried to
swallow the money, an
official said today.

The incident took
place yesterday at Chan-
dgad police station in
Kolhapur.

“Dipali Khadke, a
woman police constable
posted at Chandgad po-
lice station, was caught
accepting a bribe of Rs
300 from a 28-year-old
complainant,” the offi-
cial said.

The complainant had
submitted an application
to get a character certif-
icate for obtaining pass-
port, he said.

“After the bribe de-
mand, the complainant
approached the ACB’s
Kolhapur unitand lodged
a complaint. Accordingly,
a trap was laid at the po-
lice station’s record room
yesterday,” he said.

When Khadke, who
has been in the police
force for not more than
five years, realised that
she has been caught, she
put the currency notes
into her own mouth and
started chewing and
swallowing them, an offi-
cial said.

“The ACB sleuths
were shocked to see this,
but one of the women
constables acted swiftly
and opened her mouth
and recovered the cur-
rency notes,” he said.

The ACB managed to
recover half-torn curren-
cy notes as an evidence,
he said. Further investi-
gation is on.

Relentless India eye 5-1, South
Africa aim consolation

CHETAN NARULA

CENTURION, FEB 15 (PTI):

A historic series triumph sealed, India
are expected to put their bench strength
to test while a vanquished South Africa
would aim for a consolatory win when
the two sides square off in the sixth and
final ODI, here Friday.

The Men in Blue have already won
the six-match series with a 4-1 margin,
after victories in Durban, Centurion,
Cape Town and Port Elizabeth. Their
only loss came at the rain-affected fourth
ODI in Johannesburg.

With victory in the last game, India
also confirmed their No.1 spot in the ICC
ODI Rankings, taking over from South Af-
rica who were sitting atop at the start of
this series.

Having won the series, India would
like to carry on momentum, especially
with the three-match T20I series to fol-
low soon after. Yet, the visitors would
also like to find a balance between going
all out in a dead rubber and resting a few
players keeping in mind a long overseas
schedule later this year.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar has nearly
played non-stop since the limited-overs
leg of the tour of Sri Lanka, featuring
in 19 ODIs and six T20Is as well as two
Tests on this tour.

Jasprit Bumrah too has played 20
ODIs since that Lanka tour, along with
eight T20Is and his workload has only in-
creased given that he played through the
Test series here as well. Some rest will do
both of them some good especially ahead
of the next contest.

Alternately, India’s second line of
pace attack needs some attention. Since
that Sri Lanka tour, the Men in Blue have
played 20 ODIs and the Kumar-Bumrah
duo has not featured together in only one
of them -- at Bengaluru against Australia.

One way to look at this is the splendid
job they have done as the foremost new-
ball pairing in limited-overs’ cricket.

The other way, of course, is that Team
India is too dependent on them and
should look to build back-up options,
given the preparatory mode for the 2019
World Cup.

Mohammed Shami has only played
three ODIs since the 2015 World Cup.
Ever since he returned from injury, he
has featured twice against West Indies
(2017) and then once against Australia.

Shardul Thakur, the fourth pacer in
this current squad, has only ever played
in two ODIs. It suffices to say that India

currently do not have a reliable sec-
ond-choice pace attack and despite the
success of Kumar-Bumrah combination,
this aspect needs urgent attention.

The middle-order continues to be an-
other area of focus. There has only been
one half-century contributed from Nos.
4-7 in this series. After Ajinkya Rahane’s
effort in Durban, only MS Dhoni came
close at the Wanderers when he played
the situation with 42 not out off 43 balls.

Shreyas lyer has got starts in both the
matches he has played but failed to capi-
talise. Rahane too has fizzled out since his
comeback at No.4. Hardik Pandya has scored
26 runs in four innings in this ODI series. The
slow nature of pitches is one of the reasons
being attributed to this downturn.

With the top-order doing well and es-
sentially eating out 30-35 overs in every
game, the middle-order has been forced
to bat in high gear most of the time.

It also needs to be mentioned that
South Africa’s death bowling is seen to be
their only high point of the series so far.

Either way, the Indian think-tank
needs to pay more attention to their
middle-order woes. Manish Pandey and
Dinesh Karthik are in the squad yet it is
tough to see both of them get a game here.

The Indian team opted not to train
today, taking this pre-match day off, on
what has been a long and hectic tour.

South Africa, on the other hand,
would want to finish this ODI series on a
high and take fresh guard for the Twen-
ty20 International series, which gets un-
derway on February 18.

A clutch of their first-choice bowlers
have been rested ahead of Australia s
tour here, and it is the last bow for the
likes of Kagiso Rabada, Morne Morkel,
Imran Tahir and Lungi Ngidi against
India on this trip. They will be keen to
make an impression.

It remains to be seen if the Super-
sport Park pitch plays any different from
how it did in the previous game here,
which India won by nine wickets in ram-
pant fashion.
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17 killed as expelled ex-student goes on shooting spree in US school

LALIT KJHA
WASHINGTON, FEB 15
(PTI): An expelled for-
mer student armed with
a powerful assault rifle
unleashed a hail of gunfire
in a Florida high school,
killing at least 17 people
and injuring over a dozen
others, including an Indi-
an-American student, in
one of the deadliest mass
shootings in the US.

The 19-year-old sus-
pect identified as Nikolas
Cruz, a former student at
Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School in Park-
land who was expelled for
disciplinary reasons, was
arrested shortly after the
deadly rampage yesterday.

The school has a large
number of Indian-Ameri-
can students and at least
one student from the com-
munity sustained minor
injures after he was hit by
splinters.

The ninth grader is be-
ing treated at a hospital.

Cruz was a troubled
teenager who posted dis-
turbing material on social

media before the shooting
spree, officials said.

“This is a terrible day
for Parkland,” Broward
County Sheriff Scott Is-
rael said, speaking of the
city of about 30,000 peo-
ple, located 80 kilometers
north of Miami.

“Nicolas Cruz was the
killer. He is in custody. We
already began to dissect
his websites and social
media that he was on ...
some of the things that
come to mind are very,
very disturbing” he told
reporters at a news con-
ference in Florida.

“He had countless
magazines, multiple mag-
azines, and at this point,

we believe he had one AR-
15 rifle,” he said. Reports
said he was also equipped
with a gas mask and
smoke grenades.

According to inves-
tigators, Cruz pulled the
fire alarm to draw people
out of classrooms and in-
crease the number of ca-
sualties, the CNN report-
ed. But the school already
had a fire drill earlier in
the day, leading some to
think it was a false alarm.

Israel said Cruz was
expelled from the school
for disciplinary reasons.

“I don’t know the spe-
cifics,” the sheriff said.
However, according to
media reports, Cruz was

expelled last year after
a fight with his ex-girl-
friend’s new boyfriend.

The gunfire began out-
side the school and contin-
ued inside, where 12 of the
victims were Killed, Israel
said. All of those victims
have been identified, he
said, but no identities will
be made public until the
families of all of those af-
fected have been notified.

Israel, however, could
not confirm the number
of victim students.

Authorities said sev-
eral victims were being
treated in the hospital.
Three of them are in crit-
ical condition.

“This is a sad day for the
country and the communi-
ty. We all Indian-Americans
are praying for the vic-
tims,” Shekar Reddy, whose
friend’s son was among
those injured in the mass
shooting, told PTL

Parkland, with a pop-
ulation of 31,000 in 2016,
was named Florida’s saf-
est city last year, accord-
ing to one analysis.

It is the deadliest
school shooting since
26 people were killed at
Connecticut school Sandy
Hookin 2012.

The FBI is assisting lo-
cal officials in the probe.
Federal and local author-
ities told NBC News that
there was no indication
that the gunman had an ac-
complice or accomplices.

President Donald
Trump offered his “prayers
and condolences to the
families of the victims.

“My prayers and con-
dolences to the families of
the victims of the terrible
Florida shooting. No child,
teacher or anyone else
should ever feel unsafe
in an American school,”
Trump tweeted.

The mass shooting
incident revived debate
over gun control in the US.

Florida Senator Chris
Murphy termed it as “a
horrific scene” playing out
at a high school in South
Florida.

“Turn on your tele-
vision right now, you're

going to see scenes of
children running for their
lives. It's what looks to be
the [18]th school shooting
in this country, and we
have not even hit March,”
he said on the Senate floor.
The mass shooting,
said to be 18th school
shooting of the year, have
rekindled the debate on
the controversial gun con-
trol legislation in the US.
Murphy rued at the
incident, claiming it was
a fallout of “our inaction”.
Every day in this
country, 46 children are
shot, said Congressman
Donald M Payne. “Every
day in this country, sev-
en children die from gun
violence. Those statistics
do not occur in any other
high-income country on
this planet,” he said, urg-
ing the members of the
US Congress to use their
“power to make the world
safer for all children.”
Democratic Leader
Nancy Pelosi said another
American community is
reeling from the horror of

gun violence, perpetrated
against innocent school
children.

“Too many families

has a moral responsibili-
ty to take common-sense
action to prevent the
daily tragedy of gun vi-

S Africa’s Zuma resigns as President
after pressure from party

FAKIR HASSEN
JOHANNESBURG, FEB
15 (PTI): South Africa’s
scandal-hit President Ja-
cob Zuma has resigned,
ending an impasse with
his ruling African Nation-
al Congress (ANC) par-
ty, which was planning
to side with opposition
parties in Parliament to
oust the embattled lead-
er through a motion of no
confidence.

Zuma, 75, announced
he had stepped down in a
late-night nationally-tele-
vised address, three days
after the ANC’s national
leadership decided at a
marathon meeting to ask
him to resign, which he
had defiantly refused.

“I resign as President
of the Republic (of South
Africa) with immediate
effect, Zuma said, ending
a nine-year tenure before
his second and final term
of office which was sched-
uled to end with national
elections in 2019.

But he remained ad-
amant that the decision
of the ANC to replace
him with Cyril Rama-
phosa, who was elected
in his place as the new

S Aé

President of the ANC two
months ago, was “wrong”.

“I disagree with the
decision of the leadership
of my organisation, (but)
I have always been a dis-
ciplined member of the
organisation,” Zuma said
in a 30-minute speech,
pledging to continue to
serve the political organ-
isation he had joined as
a teenager to fight from
exile against the minority
white apartheid govern-
ment.

Commenting on the
unprecedented possibil-
ity of him being removed
through action by his own
party in Parliament if he
did not resign, Zuma said:
“I fear no motion of no
confidence or impeach-

ment. They are the law-
ful mechanisms for the
people of this beautiful
country to remove their
president.”

Yesterday, in an un-
announced TV interview,
he had refused refused to
quit, saying he had been
given no reason by the
party why he should re-
sign.

Zuma has previously
survived several motions
of no confidence by oppo-
sition parties in the past.

Deputy President Ra-
maphosa, a wealthy for-
mer businessman, is now
expected to take over as
the interim President
until the process of ap-
pointing a new President
is concluded through the
parliamentary process.

Political analysts point-
ed out that Zuma now had
the dubious distinction of
being the only politician in
democratic South Africa to
have been ousted from the
position of both deputy
president and president of
the country.

In 2005, then Presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki, dis-
missed Zuma as his dep-
uty in the light of rape

charges that Zuma was
facing. Zuma was later ac-
quitted of the charges.

Although Zuma
claimed earlier in the
day that he had tried to
stop others orchestrating
Mbeki’s surprise recall in
2008, his once strongest
supporter and now arch
foe and leader of the op-
position Economic Free-
dom Fighters party Julius
Malema said Zuma was
behind Mbeki’s removal
so that he could take over
as the President.

Zuma's  resignation
has been met with jubila-
tion across South Africa
by business, civil society
organisations and the cit-
izenry, all of whom had
united in their efforts to
remove him from office.

Zuma had ingratiated
himself by arbitrarily dis-
missing effective minis-
ters and bringing about a
huge economic crisis as a
result.

He also stands accused
of having been influenced
by various people to ap-
point people to ministeri-
al positions and as heads
of parastatal bodies who
would support state cap-

India wasted opportunity for normalisation
of ties with Pak: Pak Def Min

ISLAMABAD, FEB 15 (PTI):
Pakistan’s Defence Minis-
ter Khurram Dastgir Khan
has said that India has not
only wasted the opportu-
nity for normalisation of
ties with Islamabad but
also restricted the space
for peace through its “hos-
tile” stance, according to a
media report.

The defence minister
made the comments yester-
day while announcing a pol-
icy statement in the Senate,
Dawn News reported.

“The unremitting-
ly hostile, anti-Pakistan
stance by the current
Indian government has
drastically reduced the
space for any advocacy of
peace,” he said.

Khan noted that the
Indian government also
“wasted the opportunity
for making peace at a time
when a political consen-
sus existed within Paki-
stan for improving rela-
tions with India”.

“Pakistan’s perception

of threat from India is not
reflex; it is based upon a
thorough assessment of
Indian capacity to threat-
en Pakistan’s military
from an unprecedented
forward position,” he said
and reminded that “the
threat is calculated on ca-
pacity, not intent”.

The statement was
made after Defence Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
warned Pakistan after Pa-
kistan-based Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad militants at-

tacked a military camp in
Sunjuwan in Kashmir that
left six soldiers and a civil-
ian dead.

The paper also report-
ed an escalation in cease-
fire violations along the
Line of Control and the
Working Boundary.

Violations of a 2003
ceasefire pact a key con-
fidence building measure
between India and Paki-
stan have seen a spike in
2017 compared 2015 and
2016, it said.

ture plans and corrupt
activities to syphon of
billions of rand of public
money.

South Africa’s elite po-
lice unit had yesterday ar-
rested three people as they
raided the Johannesburg
home of India-born Guptas,
a controversial business
family linked to Zuma.

The raids were car-
ried out at the home of the
Gupta family in the plush
suburb of Saxonwold here
in connection with the
Vrede farm investigation.

The embattled Gup-
ta family own a range
of business interests in
South Africa, including

computing, mining, air
travel, energy, technology
and media.

The Gupta brothers
have been accused of
wielding enormous po-
litical influence in South
Africa, with critics alleg-
ing that they have tried to
“capture the state” to ad-
vance their own business
interests.

Zuma’s links to the
Guptas was one of the rea-
sons he was being forced
to resign before the 2019
general election.

The Guptas and Zuma
have denied all allega-
tions of wrongdoing.

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES

LABHLAXMI CANCER

1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 6099

6th Prize Rs.100/-

Draw No:2 DrawDate on:15/02/18

2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 6191 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 6671
4th Prize Rs.300/- 4261 5th Prize Rs. 203/- 3243

1014 1029 1043 1060 1070 1074 1089 1117 1130 1145
1213 1259 1275 1299 1328 1339 1427 1428 1429 1439
1492 1497 1510 1582 1645 1658 1681 1726 1754 1765
17801783 1791 1809 1837 1913 1945 2008 2031 2048
2063 2109 2151 2153 2175 2191 2193 2202 2213 2236
2258 2293 2321 2349 2361 2387 2394 2430 2472 2485
2499 2509 2517 2527 2538 2630 2632 2667 2701 2737
2814 2828 2830 2834 2866 2871 2896 2918 2952 2976
3029 3042 3080 3091 3094 3116 3126 3128 3140 3286
3290 3303 3333 3401 3409 3442 3452 3459 3463 3490
3536 3588 3662 3671 3676 3748 3811 3813 3834 3841
3856 3879 3937 3938 3944 3952 3961 3988 3994 3999
4022 4032 4040 4045 4059 4079 4081 4087 4103 4135
4137 4143 4155 4160 4190 4202 4295 4298 4303 4316
4325 4339 4390 4391 4422 4487 4544 4581 4612 4657
4674 4682 4697 4699 4734 4749 4792 4803 4809 4834
4859 4860 4886 4907 4911 4939 4946 4982 5062 5073
51155172 5246 5269 5301 5347 5432 5433 5440 5449
5516 5538 5541 5542 5578 5608 5648 5653 5680 5708
5788 5865 5871 5877 5935 5967 5978 5984 6006 6020
6055 6063 6071 6083 6145 6165 6171 6229 6290 6295
6342 6360 6365 6383 6386 6389 6396 6470 6490 6492
6542 6573 6578 6588 6611 6618 6665 6672 6727 6750
6761 6774 6826 6832 6845 6851 6902 6956 6957 6969
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The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

SALE SALE
SALE

Unique Beau-
ty Parlour on

Sale at Sing-
tam Bazar.
For future de-
tails contact:
9832371191,
9083842326

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES

2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
16408 19794 30259 45648 65024
65377 66190 69533 75998 87221

5th Prize Rs.120/-

DEAR KIND MORNING
Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards
Draw No:11 DrawDate on:15/02/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 81G 05285
(Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 05285 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0261 0758 1896 2482 3100 3190 7856 8076 8718 8867
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0809 1823 2889 2952 4577 5874 6137 8215 8973 9400

0010 0194 0212 0506 0791 0835 0891 0904 0988 1037
1120 1167 1216 1317 1613 1631 1652 1919 2588 2692
2693 2783 2791 2884 2992 3028 3134 3231 3239 3242
3279 3295 3309 3437 3440 3536 3602 3629 3671 3730
3811 4040 4084 4091 4123 4244 4413 4702 5326 5348
5564 5606 5627 5769 5870 5915 6028 6066 6145 6198
6273 6280 6519 6600 6708 6971 7059 7253 7341 7507
7542 7738 7816 7963 8073 8207 8262 8292 8445 8627
8747 8330 8951 9184 9187 9251 9361 9439 9445 9477
9481 9558 9612 9624 9781 9786 9800 9943 9949 9956

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR WORTHY

Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards
Draw No:11 DrawDate on:15/02/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 751 26788

(Including Super Prize Amt)

[Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 26788 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-

00440 00599 09633 10348 21523

31046 82871 86051 98848 99652

3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0272 0323 0527 0747 2587 3722 3851 8309 9094 9561
ath Prize Rs.250/- 2247 2892 2952 3828 4889 5667 5805 7513 7948 8093
5th Prize Rs.120/-

0012 0335 0406 0537 0600 0985 1129 1167 1260 1621
1748 1901 2000 2098 2124 2167 2429 2430 2509 2565
2566 2728 2756 2789 2999 3026 3128 3173 3183 3320
3627 3674 3726 3742 3814 3896 3911 3933 3947 4087
4149 4337 4677 4681 4779 4890 4948 4980 5018 5081
5115 5133 5176 5181 5556 5597 5653 5679 5869 5928
6093 6127 6315 6362 6580 6599 6624 6629 6654 7045
7065 7141 7216 7552 7639 7674 7689 7759 7891 8095
8165 8184 8321 8331 8429 8586 8605 8808 8832 8879
9044 9209 9223 9294 9429 9657 9748 9751 9783 9853

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FALCON EVENING

Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:29 DrawDate on:15/02/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 71E 71192

(Including Super Prize Amt)
[Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 71192 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
00556 35040 39583 46713 52211
58834 79181 79734 97518 99628
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1024 1626 3170 3264 3845 4302 5091 6855 7794 9469
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0014 0659 1896 2219 4225 4446 6658 6854 8921 9838
5th Prize Rs.120/-
0153 0239 0345 0473 0505 0661 0669 0904 1284 1357
1480 1498 1522 1554 1583 1607 1662 1756 2054 2360
2435 2510 2638 2756 2829 2859 2895 2027 3108 3125
3127 3219 3257 3314 3347 3383 3668 3707 3913 3934
4014 4027 4033 4119 4122 4276 4367 4453 4553 4629
4716 4837 4869 4978 5159 5299 5365 5476 5573 5640
5667 5773 5835 6040 6229 6380 6425 6426 6439 6450
6601 6782 7167 7180 7191 7212 7217 7239 7499 7543
7562 7583 7585 7897 7923 7993 8053 8087 8145 8233
8587 8316 8926 8985 9074 9354 9379 9558 9576 9987

Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland

For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com
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olence in
across America. Enough is
enough,” Pelosi said.

have lost someone to the
senseless epidemic of
gun violence. Congress

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

DERBY MEET THURSDAY

Draw No:4 DrawDate on:15/02/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 81A 7179

(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
0472 1907 3780 6242 7916
3rd Prize Rs.3,000/-
0630 0931 2084 4239 5775 6968 7347 7555 9257 9602
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
1068 1550 2540 2682 3707 5269 5671 6860 7773 8419
5th Prize Rs.500/-
23792617 5458 6521 7609 7856 8007 8038 8184 8205
6th Prize Rs.100/-
0001 0030 0035 0064 0083 0090 0152 0154 0181 0200
0205 0216 0218 0275 0308 0316 0337 0362 0386 0388
0422 0470 0500 0501 0520 0522 0542 0547 0561 0563
0589 0591 0594 0661 0671 0705 0716 0722 0735 0771
0784 0787 0889 0905 0968 0969 0997 1014 1016 1030
1032 1035 1049 1059 1062 1117 1128 1163 1169 1170
11911211 1223 1257 1280 1328 1332 1335 1345 1347
1362 1396 1418 1422 1434 1473 1497 1510 1565 1591
1659 1704 1741 1753 1754 1767 1830 1837 1865 1897
1919 1931 1942 1952 1987 2001 2026 2034 2064 2086
2088 2108 2127 2141 2188 2229 2237 2289 2353 2359
23702384 2394 2411 2427 2434 2439 2555 2641 2715
27242729 2782 2799 2801 2807 2836 2864 2879 2898
2917 2956 2967 2969 2970 2981 3022 3076 3146 3151
3156 3172 3186 3214 3229 3234 3239 3255 3263 3276
3290 3325 3365 3375 3397 3408 3421 3428 3450 3468
3469 3488 3490 3491 3519 3537 3541 3560 3569 3592
35953601 3619 3624 3628 3662 3673 3675 3698 3712
3733 3751 3800 3810 3812 3852 3864 3891 3932 3938
3947 3962 3982 3994 4003 4042 4043 4050 4075 4084
4108 4111 4116 4132 4167 4193 4203 4207 4216 4277
4287 4321 4325 4337 4350 4415 4436 4445 4454 4476
4519 4533 4535 4611 4644 4678 4682 4683 4690 4694
4707 4717 4745 4760 4766 4775 4793 4795 4818 4860
4864 4880 4905 4928 4952 4955 4991 5022 5047 5052
5066 5071 5090 5093 5094 5129 5133 5174 5223 5224
5243 5244 5256 5397 5407 5416 5463 5478 5479 5487
5501 5535 5542 5588 5610 5625 5628 5647 5658 5720
57255731 5739 5747 5783 5814 5888 5889 5895 5900
5917 5971 5984 5986 5995 6020 6034 6067 6105 6147
61806181 6185 6197 6214 6217 6247 6284 6318 6329
6332 6357 6360 6367 6395 6396 6422 6428 6433 6479
6495 6506 6532 6548 6591 6652 6663 6691 6695 6718
6720 6747 6772 6777 6796 6809 6819 6833 6837 6865
6875 6900 6910 6915 6978 7001 7036 7072 7091 7100
7123 7124 7132 7133 7134 7142 7157 7160 7168 7181
7195 7227 7231 7234 7236 7288 7290 7307 7325 7328
73327346 7368 7372 7425 7482 7487 7490 7492 7493
7520 7531 7545 7573 7590 7621 7654 7658 7661 7672
7680 7692 7709 7731 7759 7768 7796 7801 7802 7806
7866 7883 7892 7900 7903 7920 7928 7946 7983 8009
8016 8066 8093 8157 8186 8195 8222 8225 8232 8296
8301 8348 8353 8358 8375 8443 8474 8491 8517 8520
8546 8549 8563 8568 8600 8604 8631 8659 8675 8682
8690 8703 8716 8320 8348 8381 8884 8899 8920 8928
8930 8942 8968 8995 8997 9021 9045 9055 9069 9080
9086 9144 9164 9173 9218 9230 9234 9238 9273 9274
9301 9327 9330 9347 9373 9443 9461 9478 9489 9536
9582 9605 9641 9667 9685 9700 9705 9711 9715 9765
9795 9803 9831 9840 9869 9912 9927 9937 9953 9989
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communities

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE

TERIES

MUMBAILAXMI CHAN
Draw No:2 DrawDate on:15/02/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3968 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 2143
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 3552 4th Prize Rs. 503/- 3411
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1093 1167 1283 1313 1338 1350 1367 1425 1492 1515
1559 1640 1752 1783 1787 1917 1987 1992 2051 2078
2083 2134 2259 2266 2279 2437 2438 2499 2521 2528
2628 2674 2691 2704 2705 2811 2860 2896 2947 3096
3130 3139 3155 3173 3232 3304 3356 3377 3381 3474
3569 3640 3662 3685 3691 3764 3796 3797 3841 3901
3936 3965 4006 4093 4100 4133 4241 4284 4302 4548
4554 4725 4746 4811 4844 4905 4915 4958 4995 5026
5028 5076 5112 5229 5290 5328 5387 5408 5453 5458
5560 5578 5593 5637 5680 5812 5833 5847 5875 5940
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1001 1003 1022 1025 1058 1067 1121 1123 1131 1181
118211951197 1217 1233 1284 1312 1314 1355 1364
1396 1413 1421 1431 1438 1498 1538 1563 1565 1573
1584 1592 1595 1620 1689 1715 1737 1762 1792 1799
1891 1912 1927 2002 2030 2031 2048 2105 2106 2123
2146 2231 2255 2282 2293 2299 2327 2545 2551 2555
2569 2571 2592 2606 2613 2617 2621 2635 2651 2662
2695 2697 2749 2778 2794 2810 2816 2833 2858 2903
2905 2926 2927 2956 2982 2983 2988 2989 2992 3034
3040 3050 3052 3058 3072 3084 3097 3105 3162 3199
3257 3269 3270 3337 3346 3373 3384 3421 3458 3461
3522 3551 3560 3579 3624 3644 3654 3660 3703 3712
3732 3756 3789 3804 3822 3860 3861 3870 3876 3895
3907 3938 3951 3956 3969 3999 4002 4038 4064 4075
4119 4140 4191 4301 4305 4344 4345 4348 4363 4371
4462 4497 4540 4597 4599 4627 4646 4655 4685 4706
4728 4749 4826 4828 4843 4953 4961 4986 5104 5105
51155133 5142 5158 5162 5207 5259 5341 5392 5415
5431 5575 5628 5636 5648 5661 5674 5766 5776 5784
5790 5813 5824 5849 5861 5895 5918 5930 5985 5987
Issued by:

The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.
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‘Beyond the Clouds’ to

release on April 20

Mumbai, Feb 15 (PTI): Critically-acclaimed Iranian director Majid Ma-
jidi’s first India-set film “Beyond the Clouds” is set to hit the theatres on

April 20 worldwide.

The movie, which marks the debut of Shahid Kapoor’s half-broth-
er Ishaan Khatter and Malayalam actor Malavika Mohanan, was earlier

scheduled to release on March 23.

Speaking about the development, producer Shareen Mantri Kedia of
Namah Pictures said, “He is a visionary whose emotional connectivity
and narrative transcends the boundaries and limitations of language.
We are glad that audiences and fans across the globe will now be able to
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simultaneously share the experience of Majid Majidi’s magic as it comes
alive on April 20th.”
Sujay Kutty, Business Head Zee Studios, said the change in the re-
lease plans as they wanted to have a date which works across the globe.
“The film has many firsts for us to be proud of - an all India team
under Mr Majidi’s leadership, a platform for two brilliant debutants and
an India story showcased by such a legendary artiste. We decided to
make this change in the release date as not everyday do you get such an
opportunity with such promise and such brilliant talent,” he said.
Majidi, is best known for world cinema classics like “The Song of
Sparrows”, “Baran”, “The Color of Paradise” and “Children of Heaven”.
“Beyond the Clouds” was filmed at numerous locations in the country.
Music maestro AR Rahman has composed the music for the movie,
which also happens to be his second project with Majid.
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Bachchan
praises Soha’s
‘spine and
spunk’ after

reading

her book
MumBAI, FEB
15 (PTI):

Megastar Am-
itabh  Bach-
chan has sent
a handwritten
note to Soha
Ali Khan prais-
ing the actor
for her “spine
and  spunk”
after he read
her book “The Perils Of Being
Moderately Famous”.

The debutante author
took to Twitter to share the
letter, thanking the veteran
actor for his words of encour-
agement.

“Sohonoured to get this in
the mail! Thank you so much
@SrBachchan for taking the
time to write this to me - it
is such an encouragement!!
#theperilsofbeingmoderate-
lyfamous  #thursdaythrills,”
Soha captioned the picture.

In the letter, dated Janu-
ary 9, Bachchan lauded the
actor for her writing skills
and sense of humour.

“The term ‘spine and
spunk’ comes to mind on
picking up your book.. It
doesn’t matter how much po-
lite and self-deprecating fluff
you have on the outside.

“Even though on the sur-
face you are sort of reticent
and shying away from the
spotlight, your genuine and
funny sense of humour has
been skilfully portrayed con-
firming that you possess a
steely something in the mid-
dle that says ‘You know what,
I'm actually really really good
at this, and this is what I can
do, and now I have done it}’
he wrote.

Published by Penguin
India, the book hit the book-
shelves in December last
year.

‘Prayers won't do this. Congress, please
do your job’: Kim Kardashian

I(im Kardashian was just

one of the celebrities NOT

sending thoughts and prayers
to Florida on Wednesday. The
37-year-old took to Twitter to
instead demand action from
the government, after yet an-
other American gun massacre
left at least 17 dead Marjo-
ry Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland.

‘We owe it to our children

and our teachers to keep
them safe while at school,
she tweeted. ‘Prayers won't
do this: action will. Congress,
please do your job and protect
Americans from senseless gun
violence!

The reality star retweeted

a number of stats that contin-
uously show up in the wake of
these tragedies, such as how
many were carried our with the
infamous AR-15 assault rifle; or
how every air passenger must
take off the shoes because if
one shoe-bombing attempt, yet
after 1606 mass shootings gun
law remains the same.

She also retweeted a

screenshot of an NRA tweet en-
couraging people to buy guns
for their loved ones on Valen-
tine’s Day, which was deleted
shortly after the murder spree.

Chelsea Handler called on
Americans to elect candidates
who are not funded by the
NRA in the November elec-
tions.

‘We have an opportunity
to elect candidates who won’t

‘lovers’. Yet Kylie Minogue’s
dedicated followers were left
bereft as it emerged tickets
for a meet and greet at her
London show next month
would cost a staggering £950,

upcoming 14th studio album
Golden with intimate shows
across the UK and Europe.

£110 for standard tickets.

ticket to the show, which in-
cludes a photo opportunity with
Kylie, costs just shy of £1000.

“Your fans aren’t rich like you!” Kylie Minogue sparks
outrage as she charges £965 for a meet and greet!

he’s earned herself a loyal
legion of fans, dubbed the

plus a £15 Ticketmaster charging £965 for
booking fee. meet and greet

The 49-year-old song- tickets!! #lovers
stress, who is the highest-sell- have dreamed

ing Australian artist of all time, of

currently launching her

Her London performance, pensive’
next month at nightclub Cafe ‘@kyliemi-
De Paris will set fans back nogue #golden

However, a Meet & Greet

Taking to Twitter after

spotting the prices, fans ex-
pressed their shock and dis-
may, as they hit out at Kylie for
the steep price.
Irate followers
wrote: ‘@kyliem-
inogue
tell me your not

for years and we
can’t afford that!!’;
‘Damn that’s pric-
ey..; ‘God that ex-

rip off! £1000 for
meet and greet?
Especially in this
day and age... tempting people
to get into debt. Disgusting!’;
‘@kylieminogue

please

meeting you

I'm really

for 2 years in the hope it was
around £500.. Can’t afford day festival?? I'm shocked

going to try for 2 tickets but
disappointed at the pricing
for meet and greet. I've saved queued for hours for her

nearly £1000 #disappointed

#lovers all over’

‘Early entry £265? I have

shows to be front
row, I am dedi-
cated but I'm not
rich. £110 is more
than half a weeks
wages for me. I'm
gutted. 1 booked
a day off work to
see this but I'm
not even going to
be able to afford
to go.

‘How much is
a standard ticket?
£965 for a meet
and greet??? what

the actual f**k’;
‘£110777? You
what?? Oh my

god! I swear you

can pay £265 for a full three

‘@kylieminogue very dis-

appointed in your meet&greet
prices.what a Joke! fans aren’t
rich like you,we made you
Rich!!No More Dancing; ‘@
kylieminogue WTF Kylie ? 965
pounds for meet and greet ?
Are you f***ing serious ? What
kind of fool would shell that
out ? I love you Kylie, only less
than I used to. My love for you
has become weaker’

During her three decades
in the music industry, Kylie
has notched up seven No.l
singles and 80 million album
sales. Her latest single Danc-
ing is out now while her 14th
studio album Golden is re-
leased on April 6. It was re-
cently revealed that Kylie will
be returning to The Voice UK
as Tom Jones’ guest mentor
four years after quitting the
singing show.

allow kids to go to school and
get shot. It is disgusting how
many times this has happened
and Republicans do nothing,
she tweeted. ‘You all have
blood on your hands!

Mia Farrow replied to Pres-
ident Trump’s tweet, which
offered the usual ‘prayers and
condolences’.

‘Sir, we need more than
prayers and condolences, she
wrote. ‘We need rational gun
legislation.

DailyMail’s Editor-At-Large
Piers Morgan instead posed
him a question: ‘Three of the 10
worst mass shootings in Amer-
ican history have happened in
your 1st year, Mr President @
realDonaldTrump. What are
you going to do about it?’

Stephen King predicted
‘Blabbermouth Don’ would
send prayers, but there would
be ‘no call of any sort’ for sane
gun regulations. Patricia Ar-
quette insisted if drug dealers
can be blamed for the drug
problem, then the NRA is cul-
pable for mass shootings.

Spice Girls sign-up for Reunion Tour

he Spice Girls finally ‘sign
contracts for UK and US re-

| union shows... days after Victo-

ria Beckham declared ‘the girls
AREN'T going on tour’

At first she was promised
she wouldn’t have to sing, and
then she seemed adamant that
The Spice Girls would categori-
cally not be touring. Yet Victoria
Beckham has now reportedly
‘signed on the dotted line’ for
a limited number of reunion
shows in the UK and the US
with the Nineties pop group.

According to TMZ, all five
of the original members - Vic-
toria, Mel B, Mel C, Emma Bun-
ton and Geri Horner - have
completed contracts. As far as
a tour is concerned, the five-
piece are not believed to be
taking the concerts outside of
the two countries, but their
main source of profit will come
the Spice Girls merchanise.

Just five days ago, Victoria
shot down all hopes of a ‘tour’
telling Vogue defiantly: Tm
not going on tour. The girls ar-
en't going on tour’

Victoria was in the middle
of her Autumn/Winter 2018
presentation at New York
Fashion Week and insisted
that things were still in the
ideas stage, 10 days after the
five originals got together in
the same room for the first
time in six years.

With  the high-profile
meeting, which took place at
Geri Horner’s Hertfordshire
home, confirmed their plans.

THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: Your home might need
some work today, Aries. You and
other members of your household
could decide to join forces and
get everything done. This might
simply involve a thorough
cleaning, or it could mean major
repairs of some sort, perhaps
plumbing or electrical. If the
latter, it isn’t a good idea to try
to do this yourself. There could
be factors involved that are more
complicated than they seem. Don’t
be afraid to call in a professional.

TAURUS: Expect a lot of letters
and phone calls from lovers, close
friends, or children today, Taurus.
You might also want to make a
few yourself. Some positive and
interesting information may have
come your way that you’ll want to
share with those close to you. You

could also want to try your hand at
writing. You’ll want to make sure
that you remember whatever it is
you learn today, Taurus, as it could
prove valuable in the future.

GEMINI: Studying some paperwork
involving your finances could bring a
pleasant surprise. You’re better off
than you thought, Gemini! Dividends
or benefits of some kind might be
forthcoming. You could decide to
treat yourself, buy some gifts for your
family, or perhaps do some work on
your home. Do take care to avoid
impulse buying, and don’t go crazy
spending. You don’t want your funds
to disappear as quickly as they came!
CANCER: Today some
information might come your way
that inspires you to come up with
some valuable new ideas, Cancer.
Your own intuitive faculties are

operating at a very high level,
and therefore your insights could
prove valuable. Make sure you
cover every possible contingency.
This knowledge could be used
to advance your own career and
financial interests, so you may
want to spend an hour or two
writing down your thoughts.
LEO: Your intuition, physical and
intellectual energy, and insight are
at an all-time high today, Leo. You’ll
probably want to spend much of
the day alone, reflecting on your
ideas and deciding how you want to
put them to work for you. At some
point, you may want to put your
thoughts in writing. You could also
tune in more strongly than usual to
the thoughts and feelings of others.
VIRGO: You could well be
bubbling over with physical energy

today, Virgo. You might want
to spend your day visiting with
friends. You could pick up some
interesting information from them,
which you might be able to put to
work for you. You could lay plans
for finally attaining a long-term
goal; perhaps a lucky break made
this possible. Expect to spend most
of your day talking and planning!

LIBRA: Visitors in your home,
perhaps invited by others in your
household, could put a crimp in
your desire to be alone and hash
out your thoughts today, Libra.
Your mind is sharp and ideas
should come thick and fast. Don’t
get so irritated with the situation
at home that you sabotage your
plans. You might want to go off
somewhere by yourself, possibly
to simply sequester yourself in

your own room.
SCORPIO: You're very intuitive
by nature, Scorpio, and today
you should be feeling especially
so. Don’t be surprised if you
spontaneously tune in to the ideas
and emotions of those around you,
or even if you and someone else
come up with the same words at
the same time. Use your insights
to increase your understanding of
others. You might also find that they
bring artistic inspiration and even
advance your worldly ambitions.

SAGITTARIUS: This should be one
of those days when you feel as if you
could conquer the world. You feel
strong and determined, Sagittarius,
and willing to do whatever it takes
to get wherever you want to be. A
goal could be attained at this time,
ambitions realized, or perhaps a

lucky break could come your way.
This is an excellent day to seek a new
job, ask for a raise, or make a favorite
project a success.

CAPRICORN: A business or love
partner could bring opportunities
for advancement your way today,
Capricorn. You may decide to draft
or execute legal papers that could
be very important to your future.
Travel might somehow be involved.
Romance looks promising today.
Your confidence and enthusiasm
are showing in your face and could
make you seem more attractive
than usual, both to your partner and
strangers. In the evening, plan an
intimate celebration!

AQUARIUS: The hard work and
good business sense that you’ve put
into your job may finally be paying
off, Aquarius. Expect some positive

changes to take place at the workplace
this week. Today you're likely to
be feeling especially energetic and
decide to give your house a thorough
cleaning. Don’t try to do this on your
own, however. You need to conserve
your energy. Get other members of
your household to help!

PISCES: Insights that may come
welling up from the past could be
put to work for you in a positive
way, Pisces. You could use them
as inspiration for a creative project
of some kind, or you could just
make them work for you in your
day-to-day dealings with others.
You should be feeling especially
romantic and sexy today, and you
might want to go shopping for
clothes made of soft, touchable
fabrics. Relations with lovers
should be close and passionate.
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