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SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 09 O :

Sikkim Himalayan 
Sporting Club lost 

to ONGC Mumbai in a 
tie-breaker in the irst 
quarter- inal match 
of the ongoing 37th 
All India Governor’s 
Gold Cup International 
Football Tournament 
2017 here at Paljor 
Stadium today. With this 

win, ONGC Mumbai has 
secured its berth in the 
semi- inal round of the 
tournament.

The home team kept 
its pressure on the op-
ponent with an attack-
ing game from the start. 
With the help of a goal by 
Brighty in the 33rd min-
ute, Sikkim Himalayan 
SC inished the irst half 
with 1-0 lead.

As ONGC players 
tried to bounce back 
into the match, the 
referee offered them 
a spot-kick for hand-
ball in the home team’s 
D-box area in the 62nd 
minute. Nitesh Monde 
converted the penalty 
shot into the equaliser 
for ONGC.

With no further goals, 
the match ended in 1-1 

draw and was extend-
ed for 30 minutes extra 
time. Both the teams 
again played neck-to-
neck but failed to score 
any goal in the extra 
time. In the tie breaker 
by penalty shoot-out, 
ONGC managed to score 
05 goals from six shots, 
while the home team net-
ted just 04 goals from six 
shots.

The two time cham-
pion of the tournament, 
ONGC became the irst 
time to make its place in 
the semi- inal round of 
the tournament with this 
6-5 victory.

The second quar-
ter- inal will be played 
between Calcutta Cus-
toms and Manang Mar-
sangdi Club, Nepal on 10 
Oct at 2:30 p.m.

SHSC goes down to ONGC in penalty shoot-out

REBYNA RANA
G , 09 O :
“IT IS ALL about the genuine love and support for us 
from our beloved fans of Sikkim that has made us visit 
Sikkim again and again,” said a member of one of the 
reputed clubs of Nepal, Manang Marshyangdi.

Manang Marshyangdi club will be playing their irst 
match against Calcutta Customs on 10 Oct in the on-
going Governor’s Gold Cup at Paljor Stadium, Gangtok.

The last time the club was in Sikkim two years ago, 
they were the 2nd runners up of the Governor’s Gold Cup.

When asked about the preparation for their irst 

match against Calcutta Customs, they expressed con-
idence and said that they are all set for the match.

“We hope to perform well in the match. If we don’t 
win then there’s no issue because winning and losing 
is part and parcel of the game. There’s a 50-50 chance 
for us to win the match. We’ve seen previous matches 
and there’s no doubt that everyone is equally compet-
itive and talented,” said another member of the club.

Manang Marshyangdi club members have ex-
pressed gratitude to the fans of Sikkim for their loyal 
support and the organizers of the tourney for good 
management of the event.

Here for the love of fans says Nepal football club Manang Marshyangdi

KJM VARMA
B , O  9 (PTI): China to-
day expressed readiness to jointly 
maintain peace along the border 
areas with India and said Nathu 
La, the frontier post visited by De-
fence Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man was the “best witness” to the 
UK-China treaty of 1890.

Sitharaman had a brief conver-
sation with Chinese soldiers during 
her maiden visit to the Nathu La 
border post in Sikkim yesterday 
and was even seen teaching them 
how to say ‘Namaste’.

“The Sikkim sector of the 
China-India boundary has been 
delimited by the historical trea-
ty of 1890, and the Nathula pass 
has been the best witness testi-
fying to this fact”, Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying told a media brie ing 
while reacting to a question on 
Sitharaman’s visit.

“The Chinese side is willing 
to jointly uphold peace and tran-
quillity in the border areas with 
the Indian side on the basis of ob-
serving historical treaties and the 
relevant agreements and accords 
between the two sides”, Hua said.

Beijing often referred to 
the 1890 Britain-China treaty 
during the Dokalam standoff 
stating that it has de ined the 
Sikkim section of the boundary 
with Tibet, therefore the border 

in that area has been settled.
Sitharaman’s interaction 

with the People’s Liberation 
Army troops at Nathu La with 
Namaste diplomacy also ap-
pears to have struck a chord as 
Chinese commentators said it 
sent a “goodwill signal” to mend 
the bilateral ties following the 
Dokalam standoff.

State-run English news 
channel CGTN carried snippets 
of her video with a caption “In-
dian defence minister greets 
Chinese border soldiers”.

The Hong Kong-based South 
China Morning Post headlined 
its story saying that “India’s de-
fence minister builds bridges 
with Chinese troops”.

“The minister experienced 
an unexpected wave of goodwill 
from Chinese soldiers when she 
visited troops stationed on the 
frontier between the countries”, 
the Post report said.

Her interaction with the 
troops of the PLA also sparked 
positive response among the 
Chinese netizens on popular so-
cial media websites.

“The greeting sent a good-
will signal towards mending bi-
lateral ties and putting relations 
back on track toward normali-
ty”, Qian Feng, an expert at the 
Chinese Association for South 
Asian Studies, told the state-run 
Global Times which carried a 
separate story on Sitharaman’s 

Sikkim visit with a caption “In-
dian Minister waves at PLA”.

The Indian government 
should show more determina-
tion for improving ties as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi “enjoys 
advantages towards achieving 
that goal”, it quoted Qian a saying.

Of the 3,488-km-long In-
dia-China border from Jam-
mu and Kashmir to Arunachal 
Pradesh, a 220-km section falls 
in Sikkim. The two sides so far 
held 19 rounds of talks at the 
level of Special Representatives 
to resolve the dispute.

Meanwhile, the state-run tab-
loid Global Times which routine-
ly attacks India also carried an 
editorial saying that “India must 
overcome security paranoia”.

Referring to Sitharaman’s 
visit to Sikkim, it said “a new-
ly constructed airport that she 
inspected during the visit, the 
nearest to China’s border, will 
be put into use in November”, it 
said and went on to desribe it as 
an “aggressive gesture.”

But it noted that she had 
friendly interactions with Chi-
nese soldiers in Nathu La. Video 
released by the Indian Defence 
Ministry shows that she acknowl-
edged the soldiers with a tradi-
tional namaste greeting , it said.

At the same time, it said, 

Ready to maintain peace at frontiers with India:
China on Sitharaman’s visit to Nathu La

Petrol 
pumps 
nationwide 
to be shut 
for 24 hrs 
from Oct 12 
midnight
B , O  9 
(PTI): The United Petro-
leum Front (UPF) today 
announced a 24-hour clo-
sure of outlets by petro-
leum dealers nationwide 
from October 12 mid-
night to press the govern-
ment on their demands, 
including recti ication of 
trade anomalies.

The UPF has said that 
if the government does 
not relent, it would go for 
an inde inite closure of 
purchase and sale from 
October 27 till the trade 
anomalies are resolved.

Speaking to report-
ers, the president of 
All Karnataka Front of 
Petroleum Traders B R 
Ravindranath said Oil 
Marketing Companies 
(OMCs) are not keen on 
resolving the issues and 
demands which they had 
earlier agreed on No-
vember 4 last year.

“OMCs had agreed to 
resolve issues pertaining 
to revision on return 
of investment, revision 
of dealer margin 
every six months, 
revised manpower 
requirement,fresh study 
on petroleum product 
handling losses, product 
transportation issues and 
ethanol blending without 
proper equipment. 
Sadly none of them have 
been addressed,” said 
Ravindranath.

The petroleum deal-
ers said that the recent 
amendment in Market-
ing Discipline Guidelines 
(MDG) to penalise deal-
ers up to Rs 2 lakh is ar-
bitrary and unjusti ied.

He was also critical 
about the zero tolerance 
policy, saying that man-
ufacturers of the equip-
ment themselves do not 
guarantee a ‘zero toler-
ance’ behaviour of their 
equipment.

Ravindranath de-
manded that the daily 
price mechanism and the 
proposed ‘home deliv-
ery’ be reconsidered as 
it has not bene ited the 
traders.

He said the UPF also 
demands implementa-
tion of the Goods and 
Services Tax on petro-
leum products.

“GST must be imple-
mented on petroleum 
products so that ‘one na-
tion, one rate’ can be ful-
illed to bene it consum-

ers,” said Ravindranath.

G , 09 O  [IPR]: 
To mark International 
Disaster Reduction Day 
on 13 Oct, Sikkim State 
Disaster Management 
Authority [SSDMA] is 
conducting Earthquake 
Mock Drill/Exercise in 
Gangtok on 13 Oct. The 
earthquake mock drill is 
being conducted in col-
laboration with various 
line departments and 
other stakeholders.

The earthquake sim-
ulation support is to cre-
ate scenarios of building 
collapse, ire, landslide, 
stampede and others in 
seven selected locations 
in Gangtok like Kanchen-

junga Shopping Complex, 
MG Marg, Chandmari, 
Deorali mainline taxi 
stand and MLA Hostel.

Additional Direc-
tor-SSDMA, GC Khanal 
said, “Public are request-
ed to co-operate, not to 
panic, to remain calm and 
see the process of rescue 
operation undertaken 
by line departments and 
other stakeholders on 13 
Oct.”

Mr Khanal further 
said that this kind of 
mock exercises and 
preparedness will in-
crease people’s capaci-
ty to face real events of 
disaster.

Mock earthquake
drill in Gangtok to mark 
International Disaster 

Reduction Day

N  D , O  9 (PTI): 
A bright India provided 
hope for a brighter future 
but their dream ended in 
a heartbreak following a 
1-2 defeat to Colombia 
today in the FIFA U-17 
World Cup, leaving the 
many heads totting the 
stands teary- eyed.

When defensive mid-
ielder Jeakson Thounao-

jam neutralized Colom-
bia’s lead by scoring the 
country’s irst-ever World 
Cup goal in the 82nd min-
ute, India were moments 
away from securing their 
maiden draw in only the 
second attempt.

But that was not to be 
as Juan Penaloza (83rd) 
scored his second of the 
night on the counter to 
leave the home players, 
as well as the crowd, 
crestfallen.

Nonetheless, a 
charged up India pro-
duced one of their inest 
performances before 
going down in front of 
disappointed but proud 
group of spectators, who 

witnessed a historic irst 
ever FIFA World Cup goal.

India scored when 
Jeakson, the tallest play-
er in the side, headed in 
a Sanjeev Stalin corner, 
sending the whole stadi-
um into a state of delirium.

The move to make four 
changes by coach Luis 
Norton de Matos proved 
to be a wise one as the tall-
er Indian players ensured 
they were equal to the 
task, when it came to the 
aerial battle against the 
well-built Colombians.

It was a very different 
India that turned up after 
the 0 -3 loss to USA three 
nights ago.

They were on the ball 
from the word go and 
even though the Colom-
bians had more of pos-
session, India very much 
managed to make their 
presence felt.

There was heightened 
activity in the Colombian 
box, with Ninthoinganba 
Meetei initiating surging 
runs down the right lank, 

Jeakson creates
history, Colombia sweat

hard to win 2-1

turn to pg02
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M , 09 O  [IPR]: 
Week-long Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao celebra-
tion with the theme ‘The 
Daughter of New India’ 
commenced here at the 
conference hall of North 
District Zilla Panchayat 
Bhawan today. The week 
is being celebrated in 
view of the Internation-
al Girl Child Day on 11 
Oct and this week-long 
celebration will witness 
various awareness gener-
ation activities by Angan-
wadi Workers and ASHAs 
at community level under 
the supervision of their 
respective Child Develop-
ment Project Of icers.

District Magistrate, 
Karma R Bonpo, attend-
ed the programme as 
chief guest along with 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police-North, KL Tenzing, 

as guest of honour.
Addressing the gath-

ering, Mr Bonpo said that 
under the BBBP, lot of 
progress has been made 
in the district as a result of 
which the Ministry Wom-
en & Child Development 

has recognized the dis-
trict as one of most prom-
ising districts among the 
161 BBBP district.

Simultaneously, he 
instructed the AWWs and 
ASHAs to put in collec-
tive effort so that more 

success can be achieved. 
Further he laid emphasis 
on maternal health care, 
child health develop-
ment, institutional deliv-
ery and sensitizing com-
munity on Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of-

fences [POCSO] Act.
Meanwhile, CD-

PO-Mangan spoke on 
BBBP scheme while CD-
PO-Chungthang briefed 
about the governmental 
schemes for women and 
children.

Week-long Beti Bachao celebration begins in NorthPadam Lall 
Gurung 
appointed 
SPCC working 
president
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 O :

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee con-

vened a meeting here 
at the party head-of ice 
today. The meeting was 
chaired by the newly 
elected president, Bharat 
Basnet.

An SPCC press re-
lease issued by its gener-
al secretary, Punya Koira-
la, informs that the party 
president will be outside 
the State for two months 
from 14 Oct so the meet-
ing has appointed the 
party’s senior vice-pres-
ident and former Minis-
ter, Padam Lall Gurung 
as the working president 
who will take of ice from 
14 Oct.

The meeting also de-
cided that a delegation of 
SPCC led by its working 
president will go to Delhi 
to participate in the elec-
tion of the national Con-
gress president.

SDF using 
muscle power 
in nomination 
process 
alleges SKM
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 O :

A press release issued 
by general secretary 

[press & publicity] of Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha, 
Bikash Basnet, alleges 
that the Minister for For-
est, Wildlife & Environ-
ment, Tshering Wangdi 
Lepcha, and his support-
ers are resorting to un-
lawful, unconstitutional 
and illegal activities at 
the Mangan DAC gate to 
prevent SKM candidates 
from iling their papers.

The party has alleged 
that Mr Lepcha and his 
people are using muscle 
power to prevent rival 
candidates from iling 
nomination papers for 
R i n g h i m - N a m p a t a m 
Territorial Constituency 
which is against the prin-
ciple of democracy.

The party has de-
manded immediate pre-
ventive measures from 
the District Administra-
tion and the state govern-
ment against such activi-
ties. SKM has also warned 
of retaliatory action if 
no measures are taken 
against such activities.

G , 09 O  [IPR]: The 
6th day of nominations for the 
Zilla and Ward Panchayats saw a 
total number of 279 candidates 
iling nominations in West 

District.
Thirty-nine nominations 

were iled for Zilla Territorial 
Constituencies to the Returning 
Of icer wherein 11 were SDF 
candidates, 10 for SKM and 18 
were independent.

Moreover, 240 candidates 
iled nominations to the Assis-

tant Returning Of icers under the 
ward level out of which 98 were 
independent, 41 from SKM and 
101 candidates were from the 
SDF party.

A total of 800 EVMs have 
arrived in West District which 
have been kept safely in the 
warehouse located at the Kyo-
ngsa School auditorium with 
adequate security and manda-
tory provisions. These EVMs 
will have their technical irst 
level checking by BEL Engineers 
within a couple of days which 

will be followed by randomiza-
tion and commissioning exercis-
es later.

The requirement for poll-
ing parties is being worked 

out and mechanism for print-
ing of postal ballot papers is 
being done which shall start 
immediately after the last 
date for withdrawal. Candi-

dates will be issued identity 
cards after last date of with-
drawal and can also submit 
the election agent appoint-
ment form. 

800 EVMs arrive for Panchayat polls in West District

G , 09 O  [IPR]: 
Sikkim Judicial Academy 
organized a workshop 
on ‘Application of Basic 
Provisions of Procedural 
Laws in Civil Suits and 
Criminal Cases: Code of 
Civil Procedure 1908, 
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1973 and Indian 
Evidence Act, 1872’ for 
Advocates having 01-03 
years of Practice in the 

Bar on 07 Oct at Sikkim 
Judicial Academy, High 
Court Premises in Gang-
tok.

Judge-High Court of 
Sikkim, Justice Bhaskar 
Raj Pradhan, who is also 
the Judge In-charge of 
Sikkim Judicial Acad-
emy, and Senior Advo-
cate-Gangtok, TB Thapa, 
were the resource per-
sons for the workshop.

SJA organizes
workshop for

lawyers

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 O :

As per a press release 
issued by District 

Collector-cum-Return-
ing Of icer of East Dis-
trict, in connection with 
general election to the 
Gram Panchayat and Zil-
la Panchayat in the State, 
37 nominations were 
received with respect to 
Zilla Panchayat Territo-

rial Constituencies and a 
total of 166 nominations 
were received from vari-
ous GPUs of East District 
till 3 p.m. today.

The last date of nom-
inations is 10 Oct. In-
terested candidates are 
requested to ile their 
nominations by 3 p.m. 
on 10 Oct at District Ad-
ministrative Centre in 
Sichey.

166 nominations iled 
in East on Monday

622 nominations received
in South so far

N , 09 O  [IPR]: The nominations received till 
today BAC Wise from different wards of GPUs and Ter-
ritorial Constituencies of South Sikkim are as follows: 
Zilla territorial constituency - 92 [today: 33], Sumbuk 
BAC- 38 [today:02], Jorethang BAC - 22 [today: 03], 
Sikkip BAC - 33 [today: 03], Temi BAC - 76 [today: 20], 
Rabong BAC – 101[today: 21], Yangang BAC - 89 [to-
day: 54], Namchi BAC - 83 [today: 7], Namthang BAC 
– 88 [today: 20].

With these nominations, a total of 622 nomina-
tions have been received till date with 163 nomina-
tions received today.

“Some Indian national-
ists over-estimate India’s 
strength and rights, as-
suming New Delhi can 
bark orders across the 
border at Beijing”.

“India’s concerns 
about the Siliguri Corri-
dor’s security are under-

standable, but New Delhi 
cannot mess around,” it 
said adding that China is 
also concerned about the 
transport route security 
across the Indian Ocean 
and the Strait of Malacca, 
but Beijing has not taken 
“coercive measures to 
achieve its aims”.

Contd from pg01

Ready to maintain peace...
each steps raising hopes 
for the improbable. This 
was in the in the begin-
ning of the Group A match.

To the surprise, and 
delight, of the sizeable 
crowd at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium, India had 
Colombia at their mercy 
in the 16th minute.

But, to the disap-
pointment of the thou-
sands occupying the 
stands, Abhijeet Sarkar, 
having found a clear view 
of the goal, shot over.

India’s hopes went 
up in smoke after coming 
agonizingly close to scor-
ing their irst ever World 
Cup goal.

In the cut-throat 
world of international 
football, Colombia may 
be many, many rungs 
above India, but the 
host nation had the 
momentum on this night. 
And they used it to rattle 
the Colombians on a few 
occasions.

India came close 
again, closer would be 
appropriate, but Rahul 
Kanoly’s volley thudded 
against the post instead 
of inding the back of the 
net. The pain on coach 
Luis Norton de Matos 
was palpable as the In-
dians once fumbled after 
coming so close.

With both teams fail-
ing to break the dead-
lock, India went into 
the breather with their 
heads held high, but 
cursing their fate.

The two chances 
would haunt them for 
long. Hitting the frame-
work, they say, is bad 
omen in football and the 
saying stayed true as Co-
lombia broke the dead-

lock, and Indian hearts, 
with a ine strike after 
the change of ends.

It was Juan Penalo-
za who put Colombia 
ahead in the 51st min-
ute. The mid ielder ran 
to the edge of the box 
and kept the Indian de-
fenders guessing with 
his deft footwork, before 
unleashing a rasping 
left-footed volley to the 
bottom left corner of 
Dheeraj Singh’s post.

The assist was made 
by captain Thomas Gutier-

rez, and as the ball found 
the back of the net, the Lat-
in Americans ran towards 
their dugout and celebrat-
ed. They were relieved to 
have opened their account 
after suffering a reverse 
against Ghana in the open-
ing encounter.

India’s number one 
goalkeeper, on this 
occasion, had no chance 
even though he had 
another brilliant night 
under the bar pulling 
off a couple incredible 
saves, showing nice 
anticipation.

Jeakson creates history, Colombia sweat...
contd from pg01

Mangan Sr Sec 
School wins 

District Level 
Inter School U-14 
football tourney

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 09 O : 

District Level Inter School Under 14 football 
tournament was organized for the first time 

at Mangan public ground from 07-09 Oct. Twelve 
senior secondary and secondary schools of North 
district participated in the tournament which was 
organized by North District Football Association 
(NDFA) supported by Sports and Youth Affairs De-
partment, DAC, HRDD, Teesta Urja Ltd and NHPC 
(HEP).

The inal match was held between Mangan Se-
nior Secondary School and Eklavya Model Residential 
School (Swayem) wherein the former emerged victo-
rious by 2-1 goals. The chief guest handed over the 
trophies to both the teams.

The tournament’s inal match was attended by 
GM, NHPC Stage IV, Ramesh Mukhia as chief guest ac-
companied by other NHPC of icials, Deputy Director, 
SYA North, Janim Lepcha, vice conveners ASTF, Sachin 
Agarwal and Santosh Lohia, NDFA president, Jigmee 
Bhutia and members.
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Press Club 
elections 
on 14 Oct
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 O :

The meeting of the 
Election Committee 

for the Election of Exec-
utive Committee of Press 
Club of Sikkim was held 
today for scrutinizing 
the nomination papers 
under the chairmanship 
of Mala Rana Patro. The 
committee, after scruti-
nizing the papers, found 
all the 15 nomination 
forms correct, a PCS 
press release informs.

The candidates who 
are declared elected 
unopposed are Joseph 
Lepcha as president, KK 
Chettri as working pres-
ident, Naina Kala Pand-
ey as assistant treasurer, 
Vishnu Neopaney as lit-
erary secretary, Hangma 
Subba as cultural sec-
retary, Sagar Chettri as 
sports secretary and Su-
jal Pradhan as publicity 
secretary.

The election for the 
post of vice president, 
general secretary and 
treasurer will be held on 
14 Oct at the of ice of the 
PCS from 11:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. The voter list of 
93 eligible members has 
been put up at the of ice 
of the PCS, the release 
adds.

Members who are 
outside Gangtok can 
register their request 
for permission to vote 
by SMS at mobile num-
bers 9434179326, 
9832322584 & 
9832343220 on 11 Oct 
upto 4:00 p.m.

For details they are 
requested to contact the 
PCS nos. 03592220446 
(O), 9832377622 (M). 

The committee also 
observed that the eligibil-
ity conditions of the con-
testing candidates in the 
Executive Committee have 
to be clearly de ined in the 
constitution of PCS by the 
new Executive Committee 
for future elections, the re-
lease informs.

Break-in 
and theft at 
Singtam
G , 09 O : 
Some unknown miscre-
ants made away with 07 
tolas of gold from the 
residence of one Anita 
Biswakarma at Lal Ba-
zaar in Singtam on 08 
Oct. The victim found the 
latch of the door of her 
house broken when she 
returned from her par-
ent’s house. Efforts are 
being made to trace out 
the culprits.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 O :

WWF-India organised a 
Biodiversity Fair at MG 

Marg on 07-08 Oct to mark 
Wildlife Week, an event that is 
celebrated across the nation 
from 02-08 Oct.  Many other 
organisations and schools 
joined in the programme 
to present a glimpse of the 
rich biodiversity of the state 
through poster displays, 
interactions and games and 
activities, a press release 
informs.

The main objective of the 
event was to raise awareness 
among the general public, stu-
dents and other visitors on 
the rich biodiversity of Sikkim 
and also to highlight the var-
ious conservation issues and 
challenges.

Students from Enchey 
School, Deorali Girls School, 
West Point School, Modern 
School, Kyi-de-Khang School 
and PNG School participated 
enthusiastically in the exhi-
bition with their displays and 
demonstrations on birds, me-
dicinal plants, primulas, cat-
erpillar fungus, orchids and 
seabuck thorn.

The event also featured 
participation of organisations 
such as Bombay Natural His-
tory Society [BNHS], Butter-
lies and Moths of Sikkim [BA-

MOS], Khanchendzonga Con-
servation Committee [KCC], 
Sikkim University, State Biodi-

versity Board, Zoological Sur-
vey of India who showcased 
interesting displays on birds, 
butter lies, insects, alpine 
lowers, reptiles and amphib-

ians, and also the importance 
of the Biodiversity Act.

Eco-Tourism & Conserva-
tion Society of Sikkim [ECOSS] 

along with KVEDC Kitam and 
Lachen Tourism Development 
Committee, Lachen presented 
their responsible tourism ini-
tiatives. Interesting displays 
on the importance of eating 
and promoting local food 
was presented by DLR Prerna 
from Darjeeling which was 

closely linked to the presen-
tation on Zero Waste by the 
Zero Waste Himalaya Group, 
the release adds.

The exhibition was de-
signed in a way that would 
take visitors through the dif-
ferent habitats of the Sikkim 
landscape climbing higher 

through the subtropical, tem-
perate and alpine habitat in-
troducing them to the various 
lora and fauna of that habitat. 

Posters on special animals of 
each habitat such as the Chi-
nese pangolin, red panda and 
snow leopard were also put 
on display. 

The main crowd puller of 
the event were the various 
games like quiz, scrabble on 
wildlife, naming the animals, 
and jigsaw that were part 
of the event which proved 
to be great fun and helped 
in motivating the children 
to learn about Sikkim’s bio-
diversity. The youth group 
of the Integrated Mountain 
Initiative also participated 
in the event through expres-
sion of art and a signature 
campaign.

On the second day of the 
programme, a painting con-
test was organised on the 
theme “Sikkim’s wildlife, all 
creatures big and small” that 
had 40 participants from 
Gangtok and Namchi. Partic-
ipants were adjudged on the 
basis of their originality, cre-
ativity and message. 

The winners of the com-
petition were Karma Pintso 
from Modern School [1st], 
Jagriti Dhakal from TNA 
[2nd] and Hemika Nag from 
PNG [3rd]. The two special 
mentions were Leeyongmit 
Lepcha from Deorali SSS and 
Hashhita Choudary from 
TNA.

WWF, in the press release, 
has expressed gratitude and 
appreciation towards all par-
ticipating organisations and 
schools for making this event 
a great success. The exhibi-
tion will soon travel to other 
districts in the state.

Two-day Biodiversity Fair at MG Marg concludes

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 O :

Sikkim Cricket Asso-
ciation has been or-

ganising various activi-
ties in all four districts 
for the promotion and 
development of cricket 
at the grassroot level of 
the State. In this series, 
SCA recently organised 
the irst edition of Inter 
School [Zonal] Cricket 
Tournament for U-14 
and U-16 boys. The inal 
of both the tournaments 
are scheduled to be held 
on 15 Oct at Mangan 
ground in North Sikkim.

This was informed by 
SCA president, Lobzang 
Tenzing, during a press 
conference today. He 
mentioned that the main 
objective of the tourna-
ment was to promote 
and develop cricket in 
the State from the grass-
root level. He added that 
the tournament was also 
part of the selection pro-
cess to induct players in 
the Sikkim team for the 

upcoming BCCI conduct-
ed tournaments in the 
country.

“After the formation 
of SCA in January last 
year, we have been carry-
ing out various activities 
in all four districts and 
holding meetings with 
the BCCI for the devel-
opment of cricket in the 
State,” said Mr Tenzing.

Mr Tenzing men-
tioned that the SCA 
formed four district bod-
ies in all districts which 
have been playing a key 
role in promoting and or-
ganising cricket tourna-
ments at the district and 
zonal levels. 

“The district asso-
ciations have managed 
funds and resources to 
organise tournaments at 
their own level which is 
highly commendable and 
greatly appreciated by 
the SCA,” he added.

Sikkim is presently 
an associate member of 
the BCCI. On the same, 
he mentioned that SCA 

has been working hard 
to make Sikkim a full 
member of the BCCI. He 
informed that north-east 
zone has been formed 
in a recent meeting with 
the Committee of Admin-
istrator held on 08 Sep-
tember at New Delhi. He 
added that now Sikkim 
players can play in na-
tional level tournaments. 
He further informed that 
Sikkim will also be play-
ing Ranji Trophy from 
next year.  

It is informed that the 
SCA president is iling an 
af idavit in the Supreme 
Court to accept the Lodha 
Commission recommen-
dation of the BCCI.

“This is being done 
as per the directives of 
Vinod Rai, Chairman of 
the Committee of Admin-
istrators given on 08 Sep-
tember,” it is informed.  

Mr Tenzing informed 
that two players from 
Sikkim, Dinesh Kumar 
Dhobi and Anwesh Ku-
mar Sharma, have se-

cured their place in a 
combined team of North 
East and Bihar. The duo 
also attended U-19 camp 
at National Cricket Acad-
emy in Bengaluru. He 
informed that Sikkim 
women’s team will par-
ticipate in the U-19 North 
East and Bihar zone tour-
nament to be held from 
01-09 Nov at Dhanbad 
and top two teams will 
play league cum knock-
out tournament with 
quali ied teams from oth-
er zones from 16-30 Nov 
at Dhanbad.

Sikkim men’s team 
will also participate in 
U-23 one day men’s tour-
nament for North East 
and Bihar zone and the 
state team will also take 
part in U-16 Vijay Mer-
chant Trophy.

The press conference 
was also addressed by 
general secretary, Ash-
win Oberoi, treasurer, 
Naresh Agarwal and 
joint secretary, Chewang 
Lama.

1st Inter School [Zonal]
Cricket Tournament for U-14

and U-16 boys 
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NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 09 O : Diwali is usually as-
sociated with lights and ireworks but it 
also means noise and air pollution that 
often chokes cities and towns across 
the country.

Sikkim has already banned ire 
crackers in line with the environmental 
laws in place in the state.

Sikkim Police has intensi ied the No 
Firecrackers Campaign across the state. 
The law enforcing agencies will keep 
strict vigil to ensure that no irecrack-
ers are illegally brought and sold in Sik-
kim this Diwali.

The state government has imposed 
a strict ban on sale and bursting of any 
type of irecracker in the state. The no-
ti ication was issued in the month of 
December 2014.

“It has been already noti ied by the 
government that there will be no use of 
any kind of irecracker on any occasion. 

This has been done to reduce noise and 
other forms of pollution,” said a senior 
government of icial.

According to government sources, 
the checking this time, mainly at Rang-
po check-post, will be intensi ied. The 
sources further added that all the other 
check posts will also keep a strict watch.

Many distinguished members of the 
civil society in Sikkim and the online 
social media are also supporting the No 
irecrackers campaign.

“Let it be a peaceful, bright and a 
Happy Diwali,” said lawyer and social 
activist, Pramit Chettri. Similarly, many 
animal rights activists and pet lovers 
are happy with the strict implementa-
tion of the ban on ire crackers.

A pet lover, Sagar Singh, has ex-
pressed happiness that such a law is 
in place but also cautioned that with-
out public awareness and consultation 
such moves can become a failure.

Sikkim Police intensi ies No Firecrackers
Campaign as Diwali approaches
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Sensitive to
Disasters

Begin with sensitization,
end with preparedness

The winter months will soon be upon us, bringing 
with them a period of relative calm as far as nat-

ural disasters are concerned. Save the off bush- ire, 
which rarely ires into habitations, there are no hav-
ocs that nature traditionally unleashes on Sikkim’s 
hills. Of course, there is the ever-present possibility 
of earthquakes, but that has nothing to do with sea-
sons. So, even as Sikkim settles into festive mood and 
preps for holidays and lazy winter Sun days, it would 
do well to invest some time on disaster sensitization 
programmes. Until a few years ago, the arrival of au-
tumn would also include a lurry of such activities at 
schools, panchayats, urban settings and sometimes 
even for elected representatives. One does not know 
whether these were intentionally planned for this 
time of the year, but they were apt in a way because 
they served the purpose of taking stock of what the 
monsoons unleashed, lessons learnt and discussions 
on how to prepare better in future. Agreed, these exer-
cises delivered very little on ground, but were still bet-
ter than continuing blissfully disinterested. Because 
such initiatives came when the monsoons were on the 
wane, they conveyed an intent that rose beyond the 
typical knee-jerkism that Sikkim displays even though 
it sits on an earthquake prone zone, is perpetually hit 
by landslides and has of late also developed a weak-
ness for ires. 

The residents of the capital, who sit in on most 
decisions, must be heaving a sigh of relief that the 
monsoon this year, despite is duration, was lenient on 
Gangtok even as some other parts of the State slipped 
away; even more reason why a series of sensitizations 
are required for the urban areas because urban mem-
ories run even shorter than the traditional retention 
capacities of the people. Take Gangtok’s example – de-
spite the nightmares and stress delivered on it in the 
past decade by earthquakes, slides, even some ires etc. 
The earthquake which rattled Gangtok on Valentine’s 
Day 2006 is almost forgotten now and very few appear 
to have learned anything from the string of landslides 
which poured down Gangtok with devastating effect in 
1997. The 18 Sept temblor, people remember, but even 
that is fading memory at least in as much as the do’s 
and don’ts go. What cannot be forgotten either is that 
Gangtok, and several other parts of Sikkim, also have 
a track record of having emptied out into the streets 
when rumour spread that an earthquake would be vis-
iting again. Some of the people’s representatives who 
now represent urban populations must have been 
among the thousands who camped out that embar-
rassing night of March 2006. So yes, a sensitisation on 
urban risk management is well invested especially for 
the councilors because they are aware of the death-
traps that urban housing infrastructure has become 
and will hence take easily to risk management tips 
provided they are reminded often enough of the need.

The Teesta valley and portions of Rangeet were hit 
severely by landslides this year, cutting off villages, 
forcing relocation of families and traumatising with 
the wild rush of debris. Almost everywhere, the affect-
ed people were caught unawares [in that they had no 
mitigation plans ready] and the landslides were “un-
expected” one is told. The correct term would really be 
“unprepared.” Unprepared, is inexcusable for a popu-
lation that has lived with slides and shakes since forev-
er and specially not at this juncture when there is not 
only a full- ledged department for Disaster Risk Man-
agement and earmarked funds as well. How can any 
area in Sikkim not have a risk reduction plan to limit 
the damage caused by landslides and earthquakes? 
How can any area not have a ready response plan of ac-
tion spelled out and codi ied, still? Unless one under-
stand the causes, how can safeguards against such di-
sasters in the future be devised? Preparation requires 
accepting that a threat exists and then understanding 
the reasons causing them. This applies as aptly to the 
problem of garbage management as it does to disaster 
risk management. It is also important to bear in mind 
that subject experts are not area experts and hence 
speak in wide generalisations when what is really re-
quired are customised plans for Sikkim. The experts 
and their knowledge can be best utilised if one makes 
Sikkim-speci ic details available to them so that they 
can advise the State exactly where it is going wrong 
and what it should set right. It is here that the State 
fails. The knee-jerkism refuses to go away. Everyone 
gets busy with the distribution of relief and comple-
tion of restoration works. Of course these are required, 
but at the risk of sounding too repetitive, it is equally 
important to study what has happened. 

Not just study, but also remember. 

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, 
run down, even appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

RONALD R. KREBS
theconversation.com

The Nobel Peace Prize for 2017 was awarded to 
the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 

Weapons, an advocacy group that has worked to 
draw attention to their “catastrophic humanitarian 
consequences.” 

Every year, the winners of the Nobel Prizes 
are announced to great fanfare. And none receives 
more scrutiny than the Nobel Peace Prize.

With good reason. The other Nobel Prizes are 
given to people who have already changed our 
world – for their remarkable accomplishments. 
But, in the case of the Nobel Peace Prize, the hope 
of the Nobel Committee is to change the world 
through its very conferral. It, therefore, rewards 
aspiration more than achievement.

Francis Sejersted, chairman of the Norwegian 
Nobel Committee from 1991-1999, once noted 
with pride the Nobel Peace Prize’s political ambi-
tions: “The Committee also takes the possible pos-
itive effects of its choices into account [because] 
… Nobel wanted the Prize to have political effects. 
Awarding a Peace Prize is, to put it bluntly, a polit-
ical act.”

So, has the Nobel Peace Prize changed the 
world?

Expecting the prize to bring world peace would 
be an unfair standard to apply. However, my re-
search shows that the winners and their causes 
have rarely pro ited from the award. Even worse, 
the prize has at times made it harder for them to 
make the leap from aspiration to achievement.

HISTORY OF THE PEACE AWARD
The Nobel Peace Prize was irst awarded in 1901, 
ive years after Alfred Nobel’s death. Nobel’s will 

de ined peace narrowly and focused on candidates’ 
accomplishments: The prize was to be awarded “to 
the person who shall have done the most or the 
best work for fraternity between nations, for the 
abolition or reduction of standing armies, and for 
the holding and promotion of peace congresses.”

The committee initially remained true to Nobel’s 
charge. Between 1901 and 1945, over three-quar-
ters of the prizes (33 of 43) went to those who pro-
moted interstate peace and disarmament.

Since the Second World War, however, less than 
one-quarter of the prizes have gone to promoting 
interstate peace and disarmament. Just seven of 
the 37 winners since 1989 fall into this category. 
Another 11 awards have sought to encourage on-
going peace processes.

But many of these processes had borne little 
fruit at the time or still had a long road ahead. Con-
sider that three of the most prominent winners in 
this category were then Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization Chairman Yasser Arafat, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. Nonetheless, the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process is today in a coma.

Perhaps for this reason, in the last decade, the 
committee has given just two awards to encourage 
peace processes. In 2008 Martti Ahtisaari, former 
president of Finland, was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize for his various achievements in Namibia, 
Kosovo and Aceh. In 2016, Colombia’s President 
Juan Manuel Santos was honored with the Nobel in 
the hope that the prize would help push through 
his peace deal with the Revolutionary Armed Forc-
es of Colombia (FARC) rebels, even though a pop-
ular referendum had just rejected it, and thereby 
end his country’s half-century-long civil war.

The striking change since the 1970s, and espe-
cially since the end of the Cold War, has been the 
Nobel Peace Prize’s growing focus on promoting 
domestic political change. 

Between 1946 and 1970, the prize was awarded 
just twice to dissidents and activists like the South 
African leader Albert Luthuli, who led a nonviolent 
struggle against apartheid in the 1960s, and the 
American civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr.. 
Between 1971 and 1988, such igures received the 
prize ive times. Between 1989 and 2016, more than 
40 percent of all winners fell into this category.

The rate has been even higher in the last de-
cade: 57 percent of Nobel Peace Prize laureates 
since 2007 have been activists and advocates for 
equality, liberty and human development like edu-
cating women and stopping child labor.

These are admirable values. But their connec-
tion to interstate, and intrastate, con lict is indirect 
at best and tenuous at worst.

DOES IT BRING GLOBAL 
ATTENTION TO ISSUES?

The Nobel Peace Prize’s defenders insist that the 
prize works in subtle but perceptible ways to ad-
vance the winners’ causes. They say it attracts me-
dia attention, bolsters the winners and their sup-
porters, and even focuses international pressure.

But there’s little evidence that the Nobel Peace 
Prize brings sustained global attention.

First of all, in many instances it is hard to tell 
whether the prize has made any difference, be-
cause the media glare was already intense. For ex-
ample, in 2005, when the committee honored the 
International Atomic Energy Agency and its direc-
tor general, Mohammed El Baradei, nuclear prolif-
eration was already of great concern. In other cases 
– such as South Africa’s transition from apartheid, 
the Israeli-Palestinian con lict or the troubles in 
Northern Ireland – the prize made little noticeable 
difference to international media coverage.

It is true that in those few cases where coverage 
was not already strong, there have been occasion-
al successes. For instance, I found that the com-
mittee’s decision to hand the award to Aung San 
Suu Kyi in 1991 did draw attention to the plight of 
Myanmar.

But, in general, my research found little evi-
dence that winning the Nobel Peace Prize boosts 
international media coverage of the winner’s cause 
beyond the short run.

PUTTING ACTIVISTS IN PERIL
Of greater concern is that, when the Nobel Peace 

Prize goes to promote political and social change 
– as it has so often in recent decades – it can have 
very real and detrimental effects on the move-
ments and causes it celebrates.

Powerful authoritarian regimes will not liber-
alize just because the Nobel Committee has chosen 
to honor a dissident. This is not because regimes 
dismiss it as a silly award given out by internation-
al do-gooders. In fact, they take it very seriously. 
Fearing that domestic activists would take heart, 
they have ramped up repression, shrunk the space 
for political opposition and cracked down harder 
than ever. 

This is what happened in Tibet and Myanmar 
after the Dalai Lama and after Aung San Suu Kyi re-
ceived the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989 and 1991, re-
spectively. Similarly, the Iranian lawyer and human 
rights activist Shirin Ebadi has been forced to lived 
in exile in Britain since 2009. In China, the peace 
award did not make the release of the dissident Liu 
Xiaobo from prison more likely.

The same is true when it comes to social 
change. Patriarchal societies, with their deeply 
entrenched gender roles, will not change just 
because some people in the West think they 
should and to that end name a women’s rights 
activist a Nobel laureate.

WHAT’S AT STAKE?
The Nobel Committee’s intentions are honorable, 
but the results, I argue, can be tragic. The award 
raises the spirits of reformers, but it also mobilizes 
forces that are far greater in opposition.

Every October, many the world over hail the 
Nobel Committee for its brave and inspired choice. 
But it is the truly brave activists on the ground who 
are left to bear the consequences when anxious 
leaders bring the state’s terrible power down on 
them. 

And what happens when the Nobel Peace Prize 
actually helps to promote political change? As state 
counsellor (prime minister) of Myanmar, Aung San 
Suu Kyi has presided over the bloody persecution 
of the Rohingya and a swiftly mounting interna-
tional refugee crisis. The admired dissident has, in 
power, turned out not to be so great a promoter of 
peace and tolerance.

The Nobel Peace Prize Committee’s choices 
have been noble – but, as my research suggests, 
also sometimes naïve.

[the writer is Beverly and Richard Fink 
Professor in the Liberal Arts and Professor of 

Political Science, University of Minnesota]

BUDIMAN MINASNY, ANTHONY 
REID & DIAN FIANTIS
theconversation.com

Mount Agung in Bali is currently 
on the verge of eruption, and 

more than 100,000 people have been 
evacuated. However, one of us (Dian) 
is preparing to go into the area when 
it erupts, to collect the ash.

This eruption is likely to be cata-
strophic, spewing lava and ashes at 
temperatures up to 1,250, posing se-
rious risk to humans and their liveli-
hoods. Ash ejected from volcano not 
only affects aviation and tourism, but 
can also affect life and cause much 
nuisance to farmers, burying agricul-
tural land and damaging crops. How-
ever, in the long term, the ash will 
create world’s most productive soils.

While volcanic soils only cover 
1% of the world’s land surface, they 
can support 10% of the world’s popu-
lation, including some areas with the 
highest population densities.

THE RING OF FIRE
Indonesia is situated on the Paci ic 
Ring of Fire, a chain of volcanoes that 
stretches from Sumatra through Java 
and Bali to Timor, and constitutes the 
most dangerous of the world’s tec-
tonic interfaces.

Throughout history, Indonesia’s 
volcanic eruptions have affected the 
world’s climate, notably the volcano 
of Lake Toba with its super-erup-
tion around 74,000 years ago, which 
caused a six-year volcanic winter. 
Mount Tambora is known for its vi-
olent eruption in 1815 causing a 
year without summer in Europe, and 
the Krakatau explosion in 1883 also 

cooled the world.
The eruption of Tambora, on the 

island of Sumbawa in 1815 ejected 
an estimated 160 cubic kilometres 
of ashes into the atmosphere. This 
catastrophic event affected popula-
tion in nearby islands, including Bali. 
Agriculture was destroyed by ash 
deposits and shortage of sunlight. It 
was estimated that the misery lasted 

10–15 years before the ashes turned 
into fertile soils.

The 1963-64 eruption of Mt 
Agung released 0.95 cubic km of sol-
id volcanic material and lava. Some 
1,580 people were reportedly killed 
by the rapid lava lows and accompa-
nying poisonous gases.

But if a comparable eruption oc-

Why the Nobel Peace Prize
brings little peace

Beatrice Fihn, executive director of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN)

How Mount Agung’s eruption can create
the world’s most fertile soil

turn to pg05

Balinese farmers with Mount Agung in the background. Areas with high volcanic activity also have some of the world’s most fertile farmlands. 
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curred tomorrow, the death toll would be 
greatly lessened by the warning systems 
now in place.

IMPLICATIONS FOR 
NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES

Among the constant eruptions of Indone-
sia’s many volcanoes (66 currently being 
monitored, and among those 50–60 are 
considered “active”), huge ones will arrive.

They will be enormously destructive to 
Indonesia, will impact the world’s climate, 
and will challenge neighbouring countries 
such as Australia in manage without air 
traf ic while assisting millions of displaced 
Indonesians to survive and recover.

Even the moderate ones that are like-
ly to occur every decade, causing disloca-
tions to hundreds of thousands, need to be 
prepared for in a systematic way.

VOLCANOES AND POPU-
LATION DENSITY

In the past decade, volcanoes in various 

parts of Indonesia have been quite active 
and erupted, notably Merapi (2010) in 
Central Java, Sinabung (2014) in North Su-
matra, and Kelud (2014) in East Java.

Despite the danger posed by these vol-
canoes, areas with high volcanic activity 
also have some of the world’s most fertile 
farmlands due to release of plant nutrients 
such as potassium and phosphorus.

Dutch scientist E.C.J. Mohr observed in 
1938 that the region near Mount Merapi 
has higher population densities in areas 
with soils derived from volcanic ash.

These soils are most probably the rea-
son that Java can sustain high human pop-
ulation densities, estimated at more than 
1,100 people per square km. Several years 
after Mt Galunggung in West Java erupted 
in April 1982, crop productivity in the lo-
cal area of Tasikmalaya were boosted.

VOLCANIC ASH, THE FER-
TILIZER RESERVE

Dian Fiantis from University of Andalas in 

Padang is a volcanic ash hunter. She sees 
volcanic eruptions as an opportunity to 
study the beginning of how soils formed, 
a process that could take thousands and 
even millions of years. She has collected 
and studied ashes immediately after vol-
canoes have erupted in Sumatra.

Tephra (the scienti ic name of volca-
nic ash) contains primary minerals which 
have abundance of nutrients. Over time, 
chemical and biological weathering, the 
ashes will release the nutrients and the 
ash will increase its surface area, enable 
them to hold more nutrients and water.

In addition, it has the capacity to seques-
ter a high amount of carbon (taking carbon 
out of the atmosphere and put it in the soil).

On January 28, 2014, Mount Sinabung 
erupted with pyroclastic low and “mud 
rain”. Ashes covered most of the Sigarang 
Garang village, which is located northeast 
of the foot of volcano. The ashes contains a 
high amount of nutrients, notably calcium, 

magnesium, potassium, and phosphate.
It was estimated that the region re-

ceived 250 million tonnes of ash – the 
equivalent of up to 10 million tonnes of 
fertiliser. 

When we visited the village in Janu-
ary 2017, we saw some of the ashes were 
already colonised by lichens, and some 
even with grasses growing on them. These 
areas have already accumulated substan-
tial organic matter, up to 4% of organic 
carbon, meaning they can soak up a large 
amount of carbon from the atmosphere 
through plants.

Mohr postulated that Indonesia can 
sustain such as high population density 
due to the presence of active volcanoes. 
But the regular eruptions throughout the 
country have also caused devastation to 
the people living around the volcanoes.

This natural phenomenon renews the 
soil, but it takes time for the ashes to be 
weathered. We need to work on solutions 

that will hasten the rate of soil formation. 
It is a challenge to convince local farmers 
that the eruption is a blessing in disguise, 
and that this natural phenomenon ulti-
mately keeps Indonesia’s soils fertile.

We also hope the Australian govern-
ment will devote its capacity to model-
ling and preparing for the appropriate 
response to a major disaster, which is far 
more likely on a longer time frame.

Cooperation between military and 
emergency services between Indonesia, 
Papua New Guinea, and East Timor must 
begin before the disaster occurs, to es-
tablish trust, communication lines, and 
strategies.

[Budiman Minasny is Professor in 
Soil-Landscape Modelling, University 

of Sydney; Anthony Reid is Emeritus 
Professor, School of Culture, History 
and Language, Australian National 

University; Dian Fiantis is Professor 
of Soil Science, Universitas Andalas]

How Mount Agung’s eruption can create the world’s most fertile...
contd from pg04

K , O  9 (PTI): Ben-
gal’s two passions -- football and 
sweets -- have come together to 
mark the soccer fever in the state, 
as sweet-makers design special 
sweetmeats inspired by the U-17 
World Cup emblem.

With ingredients such as pis-
ta and kesar, the sweets are being 
made to look like the colourful 
logo of the ongoing under-17 FIFA 
championship, being held in India 
for the irst time.

Sweet shop Felu Modak of 

Hooghly district in West Bengal 
has introduced the ‘Logo Sandesh’, 
which has the emblem’s symbolic 
design of the sea, a banyan tree 
and a kite embossed on it, the co-
lours provided by bits of pistachio, 
saffron and chocolate.

Those with a sweet tooth can 
also try out its special ‘Football 
Sandesh’ -- shaped just like a ball.

“During the Asian Games held 
in Delhi in 1982, an Apu sandesh 
had become greatly popular,” re-
called Amitava Dey, an of ice-bear-

er of the Paschim Banga Mishtan-
no Byabsayee Samiti (West Bengal 
sweetmakers’ association).

Apu, a frolicking elephant, was 
the Games’ mascot.

Many of the sweet shops of 
Kolkata -- which hosted two games 
yesterday -- are getting ready for 
the next round of matches with 
special football offerings.

The popular chain Balaram 
Mullick and Radharaman Mul-
lick will be rolling out a ‘Trophy 
Sandesh’ and ‘Logo Sandesh’ in the 

coming days, Sudip Mallick said on 
its behalf.

“As the football fever reaches a 
crescendo, we will start displaying 
the sweets in our outlets to com-
memorate the hosting of the pres-
tigious event by India,” he said.

Felu Modak is also planning out 
a ‘Memento Sandesh’, which will 
be like the Football championship 
trophy.

The ‘Memento Sandesh’, which 
will weigh over a kg, will seek to 
attract groups of football fans, Dey 

said on behalf of the popular shop 
on G T Road.

A representative of another 
well-known sweet outlet, Sen 
Mahasay, said, “We also have 
plans to commemorate the en-
thusiasm of Bengalis with the 
game of football and the historic 
significance of Kolkata hosting 
World Cup matches along with 
some other cities”.

Most sweets are in the Rs 30-
60 range, though the bigger ones 
can cost Rs 100.

“We are not using edible co-
lours. Just nuts and natural ingre-
dients and some cake-mix,” Mallick 
said.

By the time the inals are held 
in the city on October 28, football 
frenzy will be at its peak. And the 
sweetmakers hope that along with 
the Games, sweets will rule.

“When it comes to teams, there 
is rivalry because everybody has 
their favourites. But loyalty will 
not be split when it comes to 
sandesh,” Dey said.

Bengal’s goal: World Cup football sweets kick off

N  D , O  9 (PTI): Truck-
ers went on a 2-day strike from 
today hitting supplies pan India, 
with transporters body AIMTC 
claiming a loss of Rs 2,000 crore 
to the sector.

Truck operators across the 
country are on a 2-day token 
strike against the GST, high die-
sel prices, harassment by au-
thorities on roads and toll pol-
icies, said the All India Motor 
Transport Congress (AIMTC).

“Our two-day ‘chakka jam’ 
(strike) which began this morn-
ing has hit supplies across the 
country though we have exempt-
ed essential goods. We estimate 
around Rs 2,000 crore losses 
to the road transport sector on 
day one,” said Bal Malkit Singh, 
chairman of the core committee 
of AIMTC.

Transporters across the 
country are up in arms against 
these issue and would chalk out 
strategies post Diwali to inten-
sify the agitation if the govern-
ment fails to address the griev-
ances, he said, adding that 12 
crore people are associated with 
the transport sector.

Trucks were seen off the 
roads in many parts of the 
country including the national 
capital.

In Mumbai, truck-opera-
tors would be staging a sit-in at 
Mankhurd check-post, he said.

AIMTC, with over 93 lakh 
truck operators under its ambit 
claimed support from several 
transporter bodies.

“The two day token strike 
called by AIMTC and supported 
by all its constituent members 

was successful on day one with 
about 70 to 80 per cent of busi-
ness shut down across the coun-
try. We expect similar momen-
tum on the day two,” Singh said.

It is surprising that the gov-
ernment has chosen to remain 
indifferent to the critical con-
cerns of the transport sector, 
which may lead to inde inite 
nationwide strike after Diwali, 
he said.

The Indian Foundation of 
Transport Research and Train-
ing, on the other hand, termed 
the transporters strike as a 
“damp squib”.

IFTRT coordinator SP Singh 
said deliveries were normal in 
the national capital region and 
other cities.

“Industrial belts across the 
country too were largely un-

affected as trucks lined up for 
bringing in raw materials and 
dispatches of inished products 
particularly white goods and 
electrical products,” he said.

AIMTC said however that 
the Federation of Bombay Mo-
tor Transport Operators, Bom-
bay Transport Cooperative 
Consumers Society, Maharash-
tra Tanker Lorry Owners Asso-
ciation are also taking part in 
the strike.

“It is high time the govern-
ment rationalised taxes on die-
sel and reduce its prices in line 
with the international market. 
Diesel must be brought under 
the ambit of GST to bring uni-
formity of pricing across the 
country, and the prices should 
be revised on quarterly basis,” 
AIMTC’s Bal Malkit Singh said.

N  D , O  9 (PTI): 
All NGOs, which receive 
foreign donations, have 
been directed by the 
home ministry to register 
themselves with a plat-
form offered by the Niti 
Aayog to ensure better 
transparency, ef iciency 
and accountability.

In a notification, 
the ministry said that 
existing NGOs, which 
were registered under 
the Foreign Contribu-
tion Regulation Act, 
and those which are 
seeking registration or 

prior permission or ac-
cepting foreign contri-
butions are required to 
register with the DAR-
PAN portal of the Niti 
Aayog.

The portal enables 
NGOs to enroll centrally 
and thus facilitates cre-
ation of a repository of 
information about NGOs 
sector-wise. It facilitates 
NGOs to obtain a system 
generated unique ID as 
when signed.

The NGOs were di-
rected to register with 
the DARPAN with nec-

essary information such 
as organisation PAN, 
email, mobile number 
and name of chief func-
tionary as mandated in 
the portal to generate 
a unique identi ication 
number.

“Please note that any 
FCRA related services 
like registration, prior 
permission, renewal, 
change details, upload-
ing of annual return etc., 
shall require the unique 
DARPAN identi ication 
number.

“All NGOs are, there-

fore, requested to regis-
ter with DARPAN portal 
of NITI Aayog and obtain 
unique IDs,” the noti ica-
tion said.

DARPAN provides 
space for interface be-
tween the voluntary or-
ganisations/NGOs and 
key government minis-
tries, departments and 
government bodies.

It is a free facility of-
fered by the NITI Aayog 
in association with the 
National Informatics 
Centre to bring about 
greater partnership be-

tween the government 
and voluntary sector and 
foster better transpar-
ency, ef iciency and ac-
countability.

The platform has 
been started to create 
and promote a healthy 
partnership between 
NGOs and the central 
government.

The portal is present-
ly managed by the NITI 
Aayog.

It is mandatory for all 
NGOs receiving foreign 
funding to register under 
the FCRA.

Govt directs NGOs to register with Niti Aayog platform DARPAN

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 09 O : 
The West Bengal Youth 
and Sports Department 
in association with Ka-
limpong District Police 
today distributed about 
600 footballs to different 
schools, clubs and asso-
ciations of all the three 
blocks and municipality 
areas of Kalimpong.

The footballs which 
was had ‘Biswacup Ban-
gla’ written on it were 
distributed in the pres-
ence of Superintendent 
of Police-Kalimpong, 
Ajit Singh Yadav, District 
Magistrate-Kalimpong, 
Dr Viswanath, and emi-
nent personalities from 
the Police Department, 
Sports, etc.

Mr Yadav while ad-
dressing the programme 
said, “Any mega event in 
the country brings along 
with it infrastructural 
development. Sports is 
essential for human re-
source so the youth must 
channelize their energy 

in sporting activities.”
Reading out the 

names of eminent play-
ers one by one right from 
1950-2017, Mr Yadav 
said that Kalimpong Dis-
trict should be proud of 
such legends. He further 
informed that six players 
from Manipur and one 
from Sikkim have par-
ticipated in the ongoing 
FIFA U17 championship.

He expressed that 
Kalimpong needs to give 
new footballers now and 
keep inspiring the youth 
towards sports through 
such programmes.

District Magistrate, 
Dr Viswanath, in his an-
nouncement said, “We 
have an approval from 
Government of West 
Bengal for a world class 
sports academy in Ka-
limpong for many disci-
plines from Hero India. 
The administration has 
identi ied two to three 
places. Our aim is to pro-
vide world class sports 
facility in Kalimpong.”

Truckers on 2-day strike, AIMTC
claims Rs 2K cr loss to sector

Downpour,
winds disrupt 
lights

in Kolkata
K , O  9 (PTI): 
Flights to and from the 
NSC Bose International 
Airport (NSCBIA) here 
were disrupted because 
of overnight rain accom-
panied by strong winds.

“While some domes-
tic flights from the city 
to other destinations 
were cancelled due 
to inclement weather, 
some incoming flights 
were diverted to differ-
ent airports after they 
failed to land here amid 
gusty wind,” NSCBIA Di-
rector Atul Dikshit told 
PTI.

He said details were 
still coming in about the 
cancellation and diver-
sion of lights.

“We hope that oper-
ation of lights will be-
come normal after the 
weather condition im-
proves,” he said.”

National carrier Air 
India said ive of its in-
coming lights could not 
land at the airport here 
because of gusty winds 
and were diverted to oth-
er destinations.

However, departure 
of all morning lights 
from here was normal till 
8 am and there was no 
cancellation of lights by 
AI, a spokesman said.

While Delhi-Kolkata 
and Delhi-Mumbai lights 
were diverted to Delhi 
and Ranchi respectively, 
a light from Port Blair 
was diverted to Agarta-
la. A light from Silchar 
to Kolkata had to land 
at Guwahati and a light 
from Agartala to Kolkata 
had to go back to Agarta-
la, the AI spokesperson 
said.

Only a light from Hy-
derabad to Kolkata could 
land here this morning, 
he said.

Some private airlines 
cancelled their lights, 
airport sources said.

“Jet Aiways had to 
cancel some lights from 
Kolkata and ive incom-
ing lights had to be di-
verted to other destina-
tions,” the sources said.

Biswacup Bangla
footballs distributed 

in Kalimpong
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MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION PROJECT COMMITTEE
SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

KNOWING AND ENCOURAGING 
MEDIATION

COURT INTEGRATED MEDIATION A PROGRAMME OF THE 
MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION PROJECT COMMITTEE

WHAT IS MEDIATION
Mediation is a voluntary, cooperative process in which an impartial and neutral mediator 
facilities disputing parties in reaching a settlement. A mediator does not impose a solu-
tion but creates a conducive environment in which disputing parties can resolve all their 
disputes.

Mediation is tried and tested alternative method of dispute resolution. It has proved to be 
great success in the cities of Delhi, Bengaluru and Chennai. Litigants participating in the 
mediation process have unequivocally endorsed it.

MEDIATION IS:
• A structures process where a neutral person uses specialized communication and 

negotiation techniques.
• A process of facilitating parties in resolving their disputes.
• A Settlement process whereby disputing parties arrive at a mutually acceptable 

agreement.

WHO CAN MEDIATE
Any person who undergoes the required 40 hours training as stipulated by the Mediation 
and Conciliation Project Committee of the Supreme Court can be a mediator. He also 
needs to have at least ten actual mediations before he can be accepted as a qualifi ed 
mediator.

What happens in a mediation session
1. INTRODUCTION:- Mediator introduces himself to the parties, explains the me-

diation process and establishes his neutrality. He explains the ground rules and 
initiates the confi dential process of dispute resolution.

2. JOINT SESSION:- Mediator gathers information about the factual background 
and interests of the parties, establishes interaction between them and creates a 
suitable environment for an amicable settlement.

3. INDIVIDUAL (SEPARATE) SESSIONS:- When it becomes necessary, a medi-
ator allows the disputing parties to further explain their grievances, continues to 
gather information, persuades individual parties to share confi dential information 
and helps them to create options for an amicable settlement.

4. AGREEMENT:- Mediator confi rms and clarifi es the terms of settlement and re-
duces the settlement into a clear, complete, concise and binding agreement.

HOW IS MEDIATION DIFFERENT
• Mediation is an informal process.
• There are no strict or binding rules of procedure.
• Mediation is a completely confi dential process.
• Mediation enables disputing parties to interact even on a one-to-one basis.

• Mediation is a completely voluntary process.
• Medication enables the parties to be the key players in the dispute settlement 

process.
• It is an inexpensive and speedy mode of dispute resolution.
• Mediation is interests based rather than rights based.
• Mediation enables parties to settle their own terms of agreement.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF MEDIATION
Mediation is:

• Quick and responsive.
• Economical. There is no extra cost.
• Harmonious settlement.
• Creating solutions and remedies.
• Confi dential and informal.
• Parties controlling the proceedings 
• The plaintiff  is entitled to refund of full court fees as per Section 16 of the 

Court fees Act, 1870 if the dispute if settled through the process of mediation.

MEDIATION VERSUS LITIGATION
There is:
• No Loss of time in mediation.
• No fi nancial investment is required in mediation.
• Mediation preserves ongoing business or personal relationships.
• Mediation allows fl exibility, control and participation of the disputing parties.

Mediation is a far more satisfactory way of resolving disputes as compared to 
litigation. There is no appeal or revision in a medicated case and all disputes get 

fi nally settled.

MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION PROJECT COMMITTEE
Hon’ble the Chief Justice of India set up the Mediation and Conciliation Project Commit-
tee (MCPC) in 2005 for encouraging amicable resolution of disputes pending in the courts 
in accordance with Section 89 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

The MCPC initiated a court integrated mediation process which has proved very suc-
cessful. Encouraged by the results, the MCPC has conducted awareness, referral judges’ 
training and mediation training programmes in about a dozen States and several cities all 
over the country.

The MCPC has the ready and willing services of about 50 expert trainers from Delhi, 
Bengaluru and Chennai.

IMPACT OF MEDIATION
There is no doubt that mediation has had a signifi cant impact on disputes resolution all 
over the world.

• In Bangladesh, mediation has been extremely successful in delivering justice to 
the poorer sections of society.

• In America, Mediation is the norm of dispute resolution and litigation is the excep-
tion.

• In England, the courts do not award costs if a litigant unreasonably rejects media-
tion as an alternative dispute resolution mechanism.

• In India, Mediation has shown signifi cant results in dispute settlement in Benga-
luru and in Chennai, both of which have very vibrant mediation centres running 
successfully for a long time. The district courts of Delhi are presently running three 
mediation centres indiff erent parts of the city and have resolved more than 12,000 
cases so far.

Prepared and published for private use under the guidance of the
Mediation and Conciliation Project Committee

Supreme Court of India, New Delhi.

R.O. NO. 361/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 6.10.2017

KNOWING AND ENCOURAGING 
MEDIATION

Costa Rica look 
to open account 
against Guinea
M , O  9 (PTI): Costa Rica 
would look to put the opening loss 
behind and hope for a positive result 
when they meet Guinea in a Group 
C match of the FIFA U-17 World Cup 
here tomorrow.

Costa Rica lost to Germany in their 
opening game of the tournament.

Costa Rica, who showed a lot of 
urgency in their attack in the begin-
ning, gave a good account of them-
selves before losing through substi-
tute Noah Awuku’s late goal.

“Now, we have no option but to 
win against Guinea tomorrow to re-
main in contention for the knockout 
stage. The Africans are physically 
strong and we need to overcome 
them with our skillful ball play which 
we are known for.

“The boys know what is expected 
from them, and hopefully, they play 
their best and win tomorrow to keep 
us in contention for the knock-out 
stage,” said coach Breansse Camacho.

Guinea will be without their key 
defender Cherif Camara, who got a 
red card in the last match. They will 
be looking for a win to keep their 
hopes alive.

They looked impressive against 
Iran in the irst half and had sever-
al chances that went abegging. They 
were over ambitious in their attack in 
the second half and left their defence 
exposed, which Iran capitalised.

The Africans conceded a penalty 
and were down to 10 man when Ca-
mara was sent off for a harsh tackle.

MICHAEL SEQUEIRA
M , O  9 (PTI): Germany 
and Iran will look to book a berth 
in the knock-out stage when they 
clash in a Group C league match of 
the FIFA U-17 World Cup at Nehru 
Stadium, Fatorda here tomorrow.

Both the teams have won their 
respective opening matches with 
Germany getting past Costa Rica 
2-1 and Iran beating Guinea 3-1 
last Saturday.

During their opening match, 
Germany had a shaky start be-
fore taking a lead midway in the 
irst half through their star striker 

Jann-Fiete Arp. Costa Rica fought 
back to restore parity in the sec-
ond half through Andres Gomez.

With the match heading to-
wards a draw, it needed substitute 
Noah Awuku’s effort to score the 
winner in the dying minute to give 
Germany full points.

Iran, on the other hand, soaked 
all the pressure from Guinea in the 
irst half and then came strongly in 

the second half and captilised on 
the chances that came their way to 
score a comfortable 3-1 win.

Come tomorrow, Nicolas 
Kuehn, Noah Awuku and John Ye-

boah will lead the attack from the 
middle for Germany and Jann- Fi-

ete Arp, who has been the leading 
scorer at home, will look to con-

tinue his run against Iran, who has 
a compact defence.

“We did not get the start we 
wanted. The boys were nervy at 
irst against Costa Rica but settled 

down and went on to beat Cos-
ta Rica,” German coach Christian 
Wucku said.

“They have the potential to 
play better and I am looking for-
ward to see them play to their 
potential against Iran who play a 
tactical game and have a strong 
defence,” said Wucku.

Iran, who play a defensive 
game initially and slowly open 
up the game in the second half, 
will be looking to repeat the same 
against Germany who look strong 
in their attack.

Iran’s coach Abbas Chamani-
an said: “Now that we have won 
against Guinea we need to counter 
the German as they are well organ-
ised in their attack and defence.

“We have worked out a strate-
gy to counter and hopefully we’ll 
succeed and win tomorrow which 
will see us into the round of 16,” 
said Chamanian.

Germany, Iran eye knock-out berth at U-17 World Cup

Chanting mantras, 
breaking barriers: 
Kerala’s fi rst Dalit 
priest takes charge
P  (K ), O  9 (PTI): Yedu 
Krishnan scripted history today by becom-

ing the irst Dalit priest in Kerala to assume 
duties at the sanctum sanctorum of the 
Manappuram Lord Shiva Temple at nearby 
Thiruvalla.

In a landmark step, 36 non-brahmins 
were recently recommended for appoint-
ment in various temples under the Travan-
core Devaswom Board, which manages at 
least 1,248 shrines in the state, including 
the famous Lord Ayyappa temple at Sabari-
mala.

Son of PK Ravi and Leela, Krishnan (22) 

had undergone 10 years training in Tantra 
shastra. He is among six Dalits out of the 36 
non-Brahmins recommended for appoint-
ment as priests by the Kerala Devaswom 
Recruitment Board.

The young priest took blessings of his 
guru KK Aniruddhan Thantri and entered 
the shrine with present chief priest Gopaku-
mar Namboodiri, chanting mantras, temple 
of icials said.

Hailing from Koratty in Thrissur district, 
Krishnan is a inal year postgraduate stu-

dent in Sanskrit. He had begun performing 
pooja at the age of 15 at a local temple near 
his house.

Krishan’s presence inside the sanctum 
sanctorum of the shrine comes at a time 
when Kerala is set to observe the 81st anni-
versary of the historic Temple Entry procla-
mation on November 12.

The proclamation was a royal decree, 
which opened the temples in the erstwhile 
state of Travancore to the so-called lower 
caste Hindus in 1936.



7SummitTIMES | 10 October 2017ElseWhere

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS

DEAR PRECIOUS MORNING DEAR LOVING
Draw No:6 DrawDate on:09/10/17 Draw No:11 DrawDate on:09/10/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 94A 67433 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 82B 25831
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9494/- 67433 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) 2nd Prize Rs.9494/- 25831 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/- 3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
06619 08167 20583 22566 38767 02196 03865 25660 36867 38326
50883 58830 62760 63765 92271 67831 77148 83230 88144 93301
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0498 2266 3610 3837 4416 4814 5872 8777 9827 9839 4th Prize Rs.500/- 0061 1673 2277 2450 3318 4169 4994 7127 7970 8905
5th Prize Rs.250/- 1084 1886 2824 2904 3341 3367 4634 5149 6952 7599 5th Prize Rs.250/- 1764 1947 2072 2622 6413 6558 7254 7367 7885 8896
6th Prize Rs.120/- 6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0071 0078 0291 0390 0435 0804 1006 1042 1303 1369 0013 0098 0432 0828 0947 0997 1058 1165 1305 1331
1406 1445 1463 1473 1732 2008 2029 2103 2548 2758 1407 1493 1533 1567 1689 1698 1749 1900 1955 1956
2772 2943 3018 3028 3037 3086 3095 3463 3575 3643 2076 2150 2245 2415 2585 2754 2761 2960 3070 3081
3747 3805 3856 3961 3985 4018 4037 4073 4115 4166 3316 3407 3455 3496 3512 3633 3674 3962 4290 4304
4195 4264 4386 4455 4695 4831 4909 4955 4988 5141 4314 4317 4500 4553 4560 4629 4657 4664 4668 5184
5172 5264 5313 5327 5452 5516 5606 5677 5722 5762 5383 5469 5574 5858 5898 5914 5995 6008 6021 6032
5783 5795 5865 5968 6050 6149 6396 6489 6507 7060 6142 6215 6326 6380 6390 6396 6464 7054 7355 7368
7137 7210 7347 7478 7609 7674 7689 7825 7914 7924 7496 7546 7651 7736 7795 7884 7904 7916 7961 8008
7929 7944 8005 8135 8139 8279 8307 8492 8856 8947 8081 8495 8598 8752 8785 8814 8958 8976 9036 9103
8952 8987 9147 9409 9426 9593 9607 9779 9859 9879 9162 9239 9448 9477 9560 9582 9772 9809 9824 9972

Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102, Gangtok, Sikkim.
Please Visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIESNAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FLAMINGO EVENING

Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:11 DrawDate on:09/10/17

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 92K 40699
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9494/- 40699 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
3rd Prize Rs.9,000/-
03537 03778 24635 28326 33084
65200 71529 73883 83594 95085
4th Prize Rs.500/- 0053 0879 1017 4133 4258 4557 5012 6480 6501 7748
5th Prize Rs.250/- 1274 3846 4461 5973 6353 7714 7787 8431 9373 9739
6th Prize Rs.120/- 
0046 0049 0121 0154 0365 0545 0689 0690 0845 1004
1081 1121 1222 1377 1602 1880 1887 1905 1932 1953
1989 2008 2067 2121 2188 2216 2270 2416 2524 2572
2646 2666 2804 3140 3433 3737 3957 4046 4204 4472
4572 4584 4714 4766 4810 4952 5061 5228 5280 5307
5339 5489 5589 5632 5686 5710 5786 5800 5969 6251
6355 6467 6664 6932 6958 7159 7180 7226 7374 7656
7809 7868 7885 7997 8123 8179 8204 8214 8239 8294
8335 8391 8448 8660 8752 8805 8915 8918 9038 9278
9361 9376 9417 9445 9542 9544 9583 9857 9905 9990
Issued by:
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE:
Roadside plots (general 

land) available for sale at 
Adampool, east Sikkim. 
Contact 9434117687 
for further details and 
to arrange site visits.

WINTER CRASH COURSE      
X & XII CBSE / ISC/ ICSE - 2017-18 

Try & continue, highly experienced faculties

UDISHA

A , O  9 (PTI): 
The Gujarat High Court today 
commuted the death sentence 
of 11 convicts to rigorous life 
imprisonment, while uphold-
ing the life sentence of anoth-
er 20 in the 2002 Godhra train 
burning case.

The high court observed 
that the state government and 
railways had failed to main-
tain law and order, and direct-
ed them to pay compensation 
to the kin of victims.

Coach S-6 of the Sabar-
mati Express was torched on 
February 27, 2002 near the 
Godhra station, resulting in 
the death of 59 people, most 
of them ‘karsevaks’ return-
ing from Ayodhya in Uttar 
Pradesh.

The incident triggered 
communal riots across Gu-
jarat, in which around 1,200 
people, mostly Muslims, were 
killed.

A division bench of Jus-

tices Anant S Dave and G R 
Udhwani said in today’s ver-
dict that it was upholding the 
conviction of the 11 persons 
whom the trial court had sen-
tenced to death, but commut-
ing their punishment to “rig-
orous life imprisonment”.

The court also upheld the 
life sentence awarded by the 
special SIT court to 20 other 
convicts.

While ordering the state 
and the railways to pay a 
compensation of Rs 10 lakh 
to the kin of those killed in 

the Godhra incident, the high 
court observed that “the state 
has failed to maintain law and 
order, so has the railways”.

Those injured in the inci-
dent should be given compen-
sation as per the disabilities 
they suffered, the court said.

The division bench also 
said that it regrets the de-
lay in pronouncement of the 
judgement, as hearing on 
appeals had concluded much 
earlier.

The high court relied on 
the testimonies of injured 
witnesses, passengers, rail-
way employees, Railway Pro-
tection Force personnel, two 
policemen from Godhra, the 
Gujarat railway police, ex-
perts from forensic laborato-
ries and also the confessional 
statements.

The court rejected the ap-
peals iled by the special in-
vestigation team (SIT) against 
the acquittal of 63 people, and 
also its appeals seeking en-
hancement of sentences. The 
court also rejected the ap-
peals against conviction.

The special SIT court had 
on March 1, 2011 convicted 
31 people and acquitted 63 
others in the case. While 11 

people were sentenced to 
death, 20 were awarded life 
imprisonment by the lower 
court.

The lower court had ac-
cepted the prosecution’s con-
tention that there was a con-
spiracy behind the incident.

All the 31 were convicted 
under IPC sections related to 
murder, attempt to murder 
and criminal conspiracy.

Those acquitted included 
prime accused Maulana Uma-
rji, then president of Godhra 
municipality Mohammad 
Hussain Kalota, Mohammad 
Ansari and Nanumiya Chaud-
hary of Gangapur in Uttar 
Pradesh.

The Justice Nanavati Com-
mission, appointed by the 
Gujarat government to probe 
the carnage, had concluded 
that the ire in the S-6 coach 
of Sabarmati Express was not 
an accident, but the coach had 
been set ablaze.

Godhra train carnage: HC spares the noose for 11 convicts

P  J , O  9 
[AFP]: The trial of two 
women accused of mur-
dering the North Kore-
an leader’s half-broth-
er moved today to a 
high-security Malaysian 
laboratory to view cloth-
ing worn by the defen-
dants and contaminated 
by a nerve agent.

The visit to the gov-
ernment lab near Kua-
la Lumpur came after a 
chemist last week tes-
ti ied there were traces 
of VX on the women’s 
clothes.

Raja Subramaniam’s 
testimony was the irst 
evidence directly linking 
the women to the poison 
used to kill Kim Jong-
Nam as he waited at a 
crowded airport near the 
capital.

Indonesian Siti Ai-
syah and Vietnamese 

Doan Thi Huong, in 
their 20s, are accused 
of smearing VX on Kim’s 
face in February in a hit 
that stunned the world.

The women, who 
were arrested a few days 
after the killing and face 
death by hanging if con-
victed, have pleaded not 
guilty to murdering the 

estranged half-brother of 
Kim Jong-Un as he wait-
ed to board a light to 
Macau.

The defendants say 
they were duped into be-
lieving they were taking 
part in a prank for a re-
ality TV show, and their 
lawyers blame North Ko-
rean agents for the assas-

sination.
Today the judge, 

prosecutors and defence 
lawyers headed to the 
laboratory along with 
Raja.

A member of Aisyah’s 
legal team put on a lab 
coat, mask and gloves 
and entered a room to ex-
amine clothes, nail clip-

pings and blood samples, 
said Aisyah’s lawyer Gooi 
Soon Seng.

“The whole process 
was to identify the exhib-
its,” Gooi said.

But he added that a 
blazer said in court to 
have been worn by Kim 
Jong-Nam and to be con-
taminated with VX was 
not shown to them.

The trial was supposed 
to move back to Shah 
Alam High Court, near 
the capital, and resume in 
the afternoon. But it was 
postponed until Tuesday 
after Raja, who was due to 
be questioned by the de-
fence, complained of feel-
ing tired.

The murder sparked 
a ierce row between Ma-
laysia and North Korea, 
which is suspected of or-
dering the hit. Pyongyang 
denies the allegation.

Kim Jong-Nam murder trial visits
lab to view tainted clothes

Pakistani 
theatre 
actress 
shot dead 
in Multan
L , O  9 [PTI]: 
Pakistani theatre actress 
Shamim was shot today 
dead by unidenti ied gun-
men in Punjab province, a 
family member said.

The 29-year-old art-
ist was killed early this 
morning outside her 
house in Shah town of 
Multan city, about 350km 
from Lahore.

Her brother, Saifur 
Rehman told police that 
someone had called his 
sister (Shamim) to come 
outside the house.

“When she came out 
of the main gate of her 
residence, unidenti ied 
men opened ire on her, 
killing her on the spot,” 
he said. He said his sis-
ter had recently received 
threats from someone for 
performing in theatres.

Shamim’s family 
also suspect that her es-
tranged husband might 
be involved in the mur-
der. Police has registered 
an FIR against unidenti-
ied persons and said it 

will probe the case from 
all angles.

Shamim was known 
as ‘Shamo’ and a very 
good dancer. Last year, 
famous theatre actress 
Kismat Baig was killed 
by her estranged lover in 
Lahore. She was shot 11 
times in her legs, stom-
ach and hands. “Kismat 
now you will not be able 
to dance,” one of the gun-
men said after spraying 
bullets on her legs, her 
driver had told police.

A number of stage 
actresses - Nadra, Nagu, 
Yasmin, Naina, Nagina, 
Marvi, Karishma, San-
gam and Arzo - of Lahore 
and Multan had been 
killed in the past, either 
by their estranged lovers 
or over enmity issue.

S , O  9 
(AFP): US economist 
Richard Thaler won the 
Nobel Economics prize 
today for showing that 
economic and inancial 
decision-makers are 
not always rational, but 
mostly deeply human.

Bridging the gap be-
tween economics and 
psychology, Thaler’s 
research focuses on be-
havioural economics 
which explores the im-
pact of psychological 
and social factors on de-
cisions by individuals or 
groups in the economy 
and inancial markets.

“He’s made economics 
more human,” the Nobel 
jury said, calling Thaler “a 
pioneer” on integrating 
economics and psychology.

“By exploring the con-
sequences of limited ra-
tionality, social preferenc-
es, and lack of self-con-
trol, he has shown how 
these human traits sys-
tematically affect indi-
vidual decisions as well 
as market outcomes,” the 
jury’s statement said.

“His empirical ind-
ings and theoretical in-
sights have been instru-
mental in creating the 
new and rapidly expand-
ing ield of behavioural 
economics, which has 
had a profound impact on 
many areas of economic 
research and policy.”

His work even earned 
him a glamorous foray 
into the movie business 
when he made a cameo 
appearance, alongside 
Christian Bale, Steve 

Carell and Ryan Gosling, 
in the 2015 movie “The 
Big Short” about the cred-
it and housing bubble col-
lapse that led to the 2008 
global inancial crisis.

Thaler told the Nobel 
committee by videocon-
ference he was “pleased” 
by the award.

“Well, I was pleased. 
I no longer will have to 
call my colleague Eugene 
Fama ‘Professor Fama’ 
on the golf course,” he 
joked, referring to his 
University of Chicago 
colleague who won the 
prize in 2013.

“I think the most im-
portant recognition is 
that economic agents are 
human, and economic 
models have to incorpo-
rate that,” he said.

The 72-year-old takes 
home the nine million 
kronor (USD 1.1 million) 
prize sum.

Thaler is a professor 
at the University of Chi-
cago - a school popular 
with the Nobel econom-
ics committee. Of 79 lau-
reates so far, more than a 
third have been af iliat-
ed with the university’s 

Richard Thaler wins Nobel for ‘making economics more human’

school of economics.
One of the founders 

of behavioural inance, 
which studies how cogni-
tive limitations in luence 
inancial markets, Thaler 

developed a model for ex-
plaining how people tend 
to focus on the narrow 
impact rather than the 
overall effect of each de-
cision they make, which is 
called limited rationality.

This includes the 
study of how people’s 

loathing of losses can 
explain why they value 
the same things more 
when they own them as 
opposed to when they 
don’t, which is called the 
endowment effect.

In luential in theo-
retical and experimen-
tal research on fairness, 
Thaler showed “how 
consumers’ fairness con-
cerns may stop irms 
from raising prices in 
periods of high demand, 

but not in times of rising 
costs”, the Nobel eco-
nomics committee said 
in a statement.

Along with his col-
leagues, Thaler created a 
tool called “the dictator 
game” that was used in 
several studies to mea-
sure people’s attitudes to 
fairness from around the 
world. And what about 
keeping New Year’s res-
olutions?

Thaler has shown 
that they can be hard to 
keep -- no matter how 
much people wish to ful-
il them.

Using a planner-doer 
model, Thaler showed 
how short-term temp-
tations disrupt people’s 
plans to save for their old 
age, rainy days or live a 
healthier lifestyle.

“In his applied work, 
Thaler demonstrated 

how nudging -- a term he 
coined -- may help people 
exercise better self- con-
trol when saving for a pen-
sion, as well in other con-
texts,” the Nobel jury said.

Fittingly, Thaler’s 
family name comes from 
the Germanic word for 
“dollar”.

Last year, the Nobel 
Economics Prize went to 
British- American econo-
mist Oliver Hart and Bengt 
Holmstrom of Finland for 
their research on contract 
theory, which has helped 
design insurance policies 
and executive pay.

The economics prize is 
unique among the Nobel 
awards in that it was creat-
ed by the Swedish central 
bank in 1968 -- the others 
were all set up through the 
1895 will of Swedish in-
ventor and philanthropist 
Alfred Nobel.

W , O  9 
[PTI]: US President Don-
ald Trump has sent a list 
of hard-line immigration 
principles to the Con-
gress, proposing a point-
based system for award-
ing green cards, prevent-
ing immigrants from 
sponsoring their extend-
ed families, and speeding 
up deportations.

Besides overhauling 
the country’s green-card 
system, the Trump ad-
ministration’s wish list 
also includes the funding 
of a controversial border 
wall along the US-Mexico 
border and a crackdown 
on unaccompanied mi-
nors entering the country.

The move to establish 
a merit-based immigra-
tion system could ben-
e it high-skilled Indian 
immigrants especially 
those from the IT sector. 
However, the new poli-
cies would badly impact 
those thousands of Indian 
Americans who want to 
bring in their family mem-
bers to the US particularly 
their aged parents.

The demands were 
denounced by Democrat-
ic leaders in Congress 
who had hoped to forge a 
deal with Trump to pro-
tect younger immigrants, 
known as “dreamers”, 
who were brought to the 
US illegally as children.

Trump sends
hard-line immigration

plan to Congress
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B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: You might consider enter-
ing a business partnership of some 
kind with friends. This is a good 
time because your communication 
is especially good. Details of each 
person’s role can be worked out 
clearly. Though it’s admittedly go-
ing to take some eff ort, success is 
indicated for just about any goal.
TAURUS: Have you been working 
toward public acknowledgement of 
some sort? If so, you may receive 
it today. You’ve been working 
hard and produced results that ar-
en’t likely to go unnoticed. Expect 
some compliments, a lot of praise, 
and maybe even a moment of fame. 
Needless to say, this is going to give 
your self-confi dence a boost.

GEMINI: All should be going well 
for you - love, money, and career. 
Still, you seek other goals, and to-
day you might be thinking of edu-
cational, intellectual, and spiritual 
matters that you’ve always wanted 
to pursue. Don’t be surprised if 
you’re preoccupied with trying to 
sort it all out. And don’t feel you 
have to rush to make a decision. 
Give it some time.
CANCER: Today you might de-
cide to do some intense research re-
garding economics, stocks, or land 
investments and see how it applies 
to your current fi nancial situation. 
You’ve been doing well and should 
continue doing so. You’ll want to 
fi nd ways to make your money 

grow. Books, magazines, and news-
papers can help your quest, as can 
consultations with professionals.
LEO: A social event involving 
business associates and friends 
could bring fresh ideas your way, 
pointing you in a new direction. 
Your material and spiritual goals 
might come under discussion and 
open your eyes to previously un-
noticed opportunities. Communica-
tion is clearer than usual. This may 
prove benefi cial. Increased under-
standing brings you closer to others.
VIRGO: You’re likely feeling 
alert, strong, and full of energy and 
stamina. Your sense of adventure 
is high. You may be exploring the 
possibility of an interesting vaca-

tion - rafting, backpacking, or some 
other adventure. This is a good idea. 
This trend in your physical condi-
tion should continue for a while. 
Get some travel brochures and look 
into it!
LIBRA: Intimate relationships 
gather steam as increased involve-
ment in each other’s life brings 
you closer. Relationships grow 
through enhanced communication 
and shared dreams, goals, and ide-
als - not to mention physical pas-
sion! You should feel strong and 
confi dent today, especially as your 
material success continues. Travel, 
a new car, and a few luxury items 
might be on your agenda.
SCORPIO: Happiness reigns in the 

home as your household continues 
to experience success. Someone 
new may come to visit. Expect a 
lot of comings and goings, plus an 
impromptu party or two. Meditation 
and contemplation could provide 
inspiration for new projects, and 
you might spend some time writing 
down ideas and brainstorming ways 
to approach them.
SAGITTARIUS: A lot of inter-
esting letters and calls could come 
your way today. Or you might have 
business to transact, perhaps involv-
ing paperwork, and spend a lot of 
time out in the community running 
errands. Group activities could also 
take place in your neighborhood, 
bringing you and your friends clos-

er together. The only caution is that 
you shouldn’t try to do too much.
CAPRICORN: You’re likely to 
be doing so well fi nancially that 
you might be a little complacent. 
With all the hard work you’ve been 
doing, you might feel that you de-
serve some rewards and decide to 
go shopping. Don’t throw caution 
to the winds, however. You’re doing 
well, but you don’t want your house 
cluttered with items you don’t want 
or need.
AQUARIUS: Your energy and 
enthusiasm are elevated as you 
approach yet a higher level of ac-
complishment. This could inspire 
you to channel most of your ener-
gy into more work and climb yet 

higher. You might even be think-
ing in terms of expanding all your 
horizons - professional, intellectual, 
and spiritual. Travel could also be 
in the offi  ng. Consider your options 
carefully. There might be too many 
choices.
PISCES: Today you might experi-
ence a bit of restlessness, perhaps 
because you feel there’s something 
you ought to be doing but you ar-
en’t sure what. Your mind is sharp, 
intuitive, and logical, but too many 
options could be on the horizon. 
You might fi nd it diffi  cult to choose 
among them. Once you decide, 
you’ll charge ahead and make a 
success of whatever you try.
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THE DYNAMIC DUO!
46-year-old-age-defying actress Jennifer Connelly 
attends the premiere of Columbia Pictures’ “Only 
The Brave” in Westwood, California along with hub-
by, Paul Bettany.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

10TH OCT
WORLD HISTORY
1903: Emmeline Pankhurst 
forms the Women’s Social 
and Political Union to ight for 
women’s rights in Britain.
1944: 800 Gypsy children 
are murdered when they are 
gassed to death at Auschwitz 
concentration camps.
1964: The Summer Olympics 
opens in Japan.
1967: The Outer Space Treaty, 
the basic legal framework of 
international space law, enters 
into force.
1970: The Canadian Minister 
responsible for Labour and 
Immigration, Pierre Laporte, 
was seized by Quebec 
separatists gunmen.
1980: Up to 20,000 people 
are feared dead after two 
earthquakes strike the 
northern Algerian city of El 
Asnam.
1980: Margaret Thatcher’s 
‘not for turning’ - the 
irst female British Prime 

Minister makes a memorably 
de iant speech at her party’s 
conference in Brighton.
1982: A man leaps 170 ft from 

Clifton Suspension bridge in 
Bristol, with his feet tied to 
an elastic rope. Bouncing like 
a yoyo, he becomes the UK’s 
irst Bungee Jumper.

1985: The Achille Lauro 
hijacking ordeal comes to 
an end when U.S. Navy F-14 
ighters intercept an Egyptian 

airliner attempting to ly 
the Palestinian hijackers to 
freedom, and force the jet to 
land at a NATO base in Sicily.
1999: Thousands gather to 
watch the Millennium Ferris 
wheel, the London Eye, 
become the latest landmark 
on the London skyline.
INDIAN HISTORY
1906: RK Narayan, Indian 
writer and leading igure 
of early Indian literature in 
English, was born.
1954: Rekha, Hindi ilm star, 
was born.
1964: Guru Dutt, iconic ilm 
director and actor, died.
1992: The Vidyasagar Setu, 
the second bridge across 
the Hooghly River, was 
inaugurated.
2011: Jagjit Singh, Ghazal 
legend, passed away.

Keeping their promise to 
fans, stars of Sanjay Leela 

Bhansali’s Padmavati -- Deepika 
Padukone, Shahid Kapoor and 
Ranveer Singh -- unveiled the 
irst trailer of their period saga 

exactly at 13:03 on Monday. For 
those who came in late 1303 
was when the eight-month long 
siege of Chittor by Sultan Alaud-
din Khilji took place.

In the much awaited, 
much discussed ilm, Ran-
veer plays Alauddin Khilji 
and Shahid essays the role of 
Maharawal Ratan Singh. It is 
Deepika who plays the titular 
role of Padmavati, a queen so 
beautiful -- says legend -- that 
you could see betel juice in 
her throat when she ate paan. 
The ilm also stars Raza Mu-
rad and Aditi Rai Hydari.

The three-minute vid-
eo opens on a grand canvas 
showcasing the vast expanse 
of Chittor’s fort and moves to 
beautiful, love- illed visuals of 
Rani Padmavati (Deepika) and Ratan Singh (Shahid). In a par-
ticularly remarkable scene, Deepika is seen sewing Shahid’s 
turban. Ranveer makes a leeting appearance after a minute 
into the trailer and he is mostly seen on the battleground. He 
is perfect as the obsessive and ambitious invader with his 
lowing tresses and blood-stained face.

Deepika and Shahid, on the other hand, embody the royal 
inesse of Chittorgarh. While Shahid talks of a Rajput: “Chinta 

ko talwar ki nok pe rakhe, wo Rajput. Ret ki naav lekar saman-
dar se shart lagae, wo Rajput. Aur jiska sir kate ir bhi dush-
man se ladta rahe, wo Rajput.” Deepika talks of the strength of 
“Rajputi kangan” being equal to the Rajputi sword.

Padmavati is based on folklore that 14th century ruler 

Alauddin Khilji fell in love with Padmini, the queen of Chittor. 
Choosing honour over a life in Delhi, Padmini and the other 
women of Chittor killed themselves by leaping into a ire – a 
practice called jauhar.

This is the third time Ranveer and Deepika have worked 
with Sanjay Leela Bhansali after Goliyon ki Rasleela, Ram-Lee-
la and Bajirao Mastani. This is the irst time that Shahid is 
working with Bhansali.

The shooting of the ilm saw several roadblocks with 
several fringe organisations protesting against Bhansali and 
the movie, under the assumption that Khilji will be seen ro-
mancing Padmavati onscreen. Recently, members of the Rajput 
community held a protest against the ilm in Karnal (Haryana) 
demanding a ban on the ilm’s screening in the state.

TRAILERALERT!!!

Padmavati trailer: a fierce Ranveer Singh, a brave and
beautiful Deepika Padukone and a strong Shahid Kapoor!

Right after getting thrown 
out from Bigg Boss 11, 

Zubair Khan says, “Teri Au-
kaat Kya Hai”, to Salman 
Khan....

Is Zubair Khan messing 
with a wrong person or has 
Salman Khan messed with 
the wrong guy? The ight that 
began on the weekend ka 
Vaar episode of Bigg Boss 11 
is shockingly leading into a 
full blown controversy where 
Salman blasted Zubair for 
his abusive behaviour say-
ing, “Tujhe Kutta banaunga” 
on National Televi-
sion.

Zubair, who 
got thrown out of the house, 
is busy ranting against Sal-
man. A Pop Diaries video of 
Zubair’s rant right after leav-
ing Bigg Boss 11 is doing the 
rounds on the internet where 
you can clearly see the man 
who claims to be a director 
and “undercover agent” mak-
ing ridiculous allegations 
about Salman.

Having stayed in the Bigg 
Boss 11 house for exactly one 
week, Zubair urges people 
to NOT fall for this show and 
believe everything that they 
see on air. He reveals that 

even the ights that happen 
inside the house are script-
ed or say for that matter Sal-
man’s weekend sessions too 
are only for TRP sake. Zubair 
feels that Salman calls people 
on Bigg Boss to only insult 
them and spoil their image, 
like how he misbehaved with 
him.

What’s worse is that 
Zubair has also alleged that 
Salman has secret connec-
tions with Dawood and that 
even his Being Human is just 
a cover up for his wrong do-

ings. Oh! This ex-
plosive interview 
by Zubair is such a 
shocker but again, 

it’s up to you if you want to 
believe it or not because for 
all that you know, everyone 
who gets thrown out of Bigg 
Boss has all wrong things to 
say about the show and host 
Salman.

While Salman is yet to 
react to Zubair’s accusations 
which we believe is not go-
ing to happen. We wonder 
what’s going to be Zubair’s 
next move hereafter, now 
that he has threatened Sal-
man to expose his untold 
reality..

Bigg Boss 11 gets ugly!


