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FLAT AVAIL-
ABLE FOR 
RENT: 5 
roomed fl at 
with 2 at-
tached toilets 
and a kitch-
en available 
for rent in 
Namchi. Well 
located. Ph. 
7908325751

Breaking down the 
Budget in 20 questions
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MARATHONER, ABHISHEK, 
CALLS ON GOVERNOR

 pg03

SYF’S MONTH LONG
GUIDING JUNIORS INITIATIVE 

CONCLUDES pg02

SANJAY LEELA BHANSALI’S 
PADMAAVAT ENTERS THE 300 

CRORE CLUB SANJAY LEELA 
BHANSALI’S PADMAAVAT

ENTERS THE 300 CRORE CLUB
pg08

M , F  2 (PTI): Designers from the 
Northeast who represented the region as 
part of the 13th edition of Sustainable 
Fashion Day at the Lakme Fashion Week, 
raised concerns about the dearth of ma-
terial, livehood schemes and government 
support.

Designers Richana Khumanthem (Ma-
nipur), Daniel Syiem (Meghalaya), Sonam 
Dubal (Assam), Arunachal Pradesh’s Jen-
jum Gadi presented his clothing line with 
Nagaland’s Exotic Echo Society, Karma 
Sonam (Sikkim) and Aratrik Dev Varman 
(Tripura) took part in the initiative yes-
terday, which was presented by IMG Reli-
ance, with the support of UN in India.

Lamenting the roadblocks in the avail-
ability of the raw material in her state, 
Khumanthem said she had to rework on 
her entire collection after the yarn she 
ordered from Delhi did not arrive in time.

“Last year, I had to redo my Au-
tumn-Winter collection because the yarn 
that I had ordered from Delhi didn’t come 
to me. It reached me after six months,” 
she said in her address at the ‘Dialogue 
on Northeast India: Catalysing Sustain-
able Fashion in Collaboration with United 
Nations in India’.

The designer used cotton and silk 
handlooms made by Meitei community 
in her collection, the garments of which 
have great cultural signiϐicance.

Khumanthem said that dearth of ma-
terial in the state needs to be addressed 
urgently.

“Sericulture (silk farming) is a thriv-
ing industry in the state and for some rea-
son cotton farming has been overlooked 
to a great extent,” she added.

Syiem presented his clothing line of 
handwoven textiles by Ryndia silk arti-
sans from Ri bhoi district of the state.

He said that most of the workers in 
Meghalaya are women, with a 96-year-old 
artisan being the oldest “who is passing 
the tradition to the younger generations 
through her craft”.

The fabric, rich in thermal and medic-
inal properties, is called ‘ahimsa silk’ as 
the material is extracted without causing 
pain to the worms.

Dubal, who represented Assam 
through his installation made of Eri silk, 
cotton weaves made by Sualkuchi com-
munity, said the Northeast is the “bridge 
to the rest of the Asia” and therefore it 
was time the region was given attention 
“both as an ecological and a strategic trea-
sure”.

“The craft runs like a river and the col-
lection is not just about the culture, but 
also about the stories of the people.”

Gadi’s collection showcased textiles by 
Loinloom artisans from Dimapur.

He said the craft was practised chief-

ly by women and it needs government 
support to thrive which can be possible 
through schemes for the state.

“This doesn’t need much investment 
as women operate from their homes 
and it would mean growth in livelihood 
through tradition for them. They make 
around three-four thousand rupees per 
month,” Gadi added.

Varman said bringing the work to the 
designers should be on their terms. He 
presented his line with Riahs textiles by 
Reang tribe from the state as the focus.

“It’s their terms that we need to pay 
attention to, not ours. This is central to 
working in the Northeast region.”

The designer, who lives and works 
from his studio Tilla in Ahmedabad, said 
less emphasis needs to be given to craft-
ing accessories such as bags, bookmarks, 
etc as it takes away the essence of the Tri-
puri designs.

Karma urged the government and 
UN to help the designers to expand their 
business through streamlining of policies, 
material and support.

Her label, Kuzu, specialises in the use 
of yak wool cotton.

Yuri Afanasive, head of UN India, said 
the #NORTHEASTMOJO is a step forward 
even in terms of providing more liveli-
hood in the country by focusing on the 

LFW: Northeast designers call for material, livelihood schemes

turn to pg02
Sikkimese designer, Karma Sonam, with Bhaichung

Bhutia at the Lakme Fashion Week 2018.

VISHNU NEOPANEY
G , 02 F :

The residents of 
Rey-Ranka and Sa-

jong called off their pro-
test late last evening after 
the Tourism Department 
gave them a written as-
surance that the widen-
ing and strengthening of 
the road in their area will 
be completed by 18 May 
this year.

The public of seven 
villages from Ranka Zero 
Point to Sajong, it may be 
recalled, had blocked the 
Rey-Ranka-Sajong road 
from 6.30 a.m. on 01 
Feb in protest over the 
inordinate delay stretch-
ing years in road repairs 
(despite the same having 
been commissioned) in 
their area.

The residents today 
informed media-persons 
that they want the road 
to be completed at the 
earliest and, as assured 
by the department of 
Tourism & Civil Aviation, 
they will wait till May. 

However, they 
warned that if the road 
is not completed by May, 
they will not hesitate 
in taking the matter to 
court. 

It was informed that 
the Martam-Rumtek 
MLA, Dr Mechung Bhu-
tia, had appraised the 
Tourism & Civil Aviation 
department about the 
delay more than 16 times 
in the last two years but 
the department had not 
shown any interest in ad-
dressing the issue. 

The MLA had also 
appraised the Chief Min-
ister during several leg-
islators’ meets but the 
voice of the MLA went 
unheard, local public 
said while quoting the 
area MLA.  

The area MLA is 
thankful to the local 
people for voicing their 
genuine grievances, said 
one Phurba Lepcha add-
ing that the protest was 
peaceful and a success. 

G , 02 F  [IPR]: Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling to-
day called a high level meeting 
at Samman Bhawan today.

The Chief Minister dis-
cussed the issue of ban on 
sale of liquor for outlets re-
siding along the national and 
state highways with regard to 
the Supreme Court directives. 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary 
[Excise Department], R Telang 
informed about how the ban 
has caused problems to liquor 
vendors suggesting alternate 
ways to keep the shops in its 
original location without ob-
structing the direction of the 
Supreme Court. 

The Chief Minister instruct-
ed that a suitable solution to 
the issue needs to be found in 
consultation with Law Depart-

ment at the earliest.
The Chief Minister also 

discussed the issue of Res-
idential Certiϐicates and di-

rected that all pending Res-
idential Certiϐicate applica-
tions must be cleared by 31 
Mar, 2018. 

He also instructed that 
District Police and Special 
Branch of Sikkim Police 
should conduct veriϐication 

of antecedents and issue ver-
iϐication report expeditiously. 

The scrutiny of Residen-
tial Certiϐicate applications 
forwarded by District Col-
lectors was instructed by the 
Chief Minister to be undertak-
en by Land Revenue and Di-
saster Management Depart-
ment only. 

He also asked the Chief 
Secretary to issue necessary 
directions in the matter in or-
der to facilitate timely dispos-
al of applications. Mr Cham-
ling also said that wives of 
Residential Certiϐicate hold-
ers should be issued Residen-
tial Certiϐicate after thorough 
veriϐication. 

He also instructed Land 
Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement Department to put 

up proposal for notifying the 
entitlement and beneϐits that 
can be provided to Residential 
Certiϐicate holders.

He said that the old Res-
idential Certiϐicate issued 
by the District Collectors is 
‘invalid’ and asked the Land 
Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement Department to issue 
necessary directions regard-
ing the matter. 

Matters pertaining to the 
issue of Trade License were 
also discussed and deliberat-
ed upon in detail and the Chief 
Minister stated that Trade Li-
censes will be issued only to 
Certiϐicate Of Identiϐication/
Sikkim Subject Certiϐicate and 
Residential Certiϐicate hold-
ers. Children of old business-
men issued with Trade Li-

Pending RC applications must be cleared by 31 Mar, CM directs 

Rey-Ranka protestors 
call off road blockade

turn to pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
K , 02 F : 

Katherine Graham Memorial 
Church located in Delo, Kalim-

pong was surveyed by West Bengal 
Heritage Commission to convert it 
into a heritage site soon.  It is learnt 
that the West Bengal Heritage Com-
mission had visited and sat for two 
rounds of meeting regarding the 
same. 

“The Heritage Commission 
has also released a fund of Rs 
5,18,37,500 to start the site selec-
tion, scaffolding work, layout plan, 
repair, and renovation. Two to three 
meetings have been successfully 
held and the ϐirst phase of ϐloating 
and ϐinalization of the tender will 
be completed by February. The ϐirst 
phase is expected to be completed 
within April 2018,” said the District 
Magistrate, Dr. Viswanath. 

Sources say that the process had 
started from 2015, however, anoth-
er phase of the tender will be start-
ed after April, that is when the ϐirst 
phase work is completed.  

Katherine Graham Memorial 

Chapel was built on 24 Sept 1925. 
It was inaugurated by Lord Lytton, 
Governor of Bengal. Katherine was 
Dr. Graham’s wife. The Chapel is a 
place of worship and spiritual oasis 
where staff, students and visitors 
can encounter the Almighty and feel 
His love and protection over them. 

A testimony to the lives of love 
and compassion that both Katherine 
and Reverend Graham lived, it is a 
place where their spirit and love can 
be experienced. 

Their mortal remains are in-
terred in the cemetery adjoining the 
Chapel. But due to the earthquake 
of 2011 the structure of the chapel 
has developed multiple cracks, ren-
dering it unsafe for visits and wor-
ships. The church had been shut for 
renovation. It was opened after mi-
nor renovation work but was again 
closed after the 2015 earthquake. 

They used to open the church 
sometimes for schools’ carol service 
but after the 2015 earthquake, the 
carol service is also not allowed, said 
a source from Dr. Graham’s Homes.  

Katherine Graham
Memorial Church to become

heritage site soon

turn to pg02

Bhutanese 
Consulate 
Of ice in 
Guwahati
G , F  2 (PTI): 
A Bhutanese consulate 
ofϐice opened here today 
and was jointly inaugu-
rated by Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal and 
the Himalayan country’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Lyonpo Damcho Dorji.

Sonowal said the 
opening of the consulate 
general’s ofϐice will not 
only beneϐit Bhutanese 
and NE tourists, pilgrims, 
students and business-
men but also strengthen 
the friendship between 
the people of Assam and 
neighbouring states and 
Bhutan.

“I am particularly 
happy that Bhutan has 
opened its consulate in 
Guwahati this year which 
commemorates the gold-
en jubilee of establish-
ment of formal diplomat-
ic relations between In-
dia and Bhutan. We look 
forward to jointly cele-
brating our friendship 
with a series of activities 
in India and Bhutan,” he 
said.

Thanking Bhutanese 
Prime Minister Tshering 
Tobgay for accepting the 
invitation to attend the 
maiden Global Investors’ 
Summit ‘Advantage As-
sam’, Sonowal said To-
bgay’s visit to the state 
last year shows the im-
portance of bi-lateral re-
lations both Bhutan and 
Assam attach to their re-
spective neighbours.

Stating that India 
and Bhutan share exem-
plary bilateral relations 
which are unique and 
special, he said that the 
deep-rooted relation is 
evident from the fact that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi chose Bhutan to be 
his ϐirst foreign country 
visit after assuming of-
ϐice in May 2014.

Modi’s announce-
ment of ‘Act East Policy’ 
has repositioned the 
north east region at the 
centre of India’s relations 
with ASEAN and BBIN 
(Bangladesh-Bhutan-In-
dia-Nepal) countries.
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region.
“As the UN, this is our 

ϐirst partnership with 
IMG Reliance and Lakme 
and we joined hands be-
cause textiles and fash-
ion is the second largest 
employer in India, after 
agriculture. This espe-
cially targets at women 
and entrepreneurs aim-
ing for a better liveli-
hood,” he told PTI.

“We are honoured 
to have UN’s support 
in this cause and going 
forward we want to not 
just tell their stories but 
also get the designers 
into the main narrative,” 
said Jaspreet Chandok, 
Vice President and Head 
(Fashion), IMG Reliance.

The LFW runs through 
February 4.

LFW: 
Northeast 
designers 
call for...
contd from pg01

The public has also 
thanked the civil and po-
lice administration for 
their cooperation on the 
issue, said Sonam Bhutia.

In a minutes of the 
meeting drawn in the 
presence of the area 
MLA, the Tourism & Civ-
il Aviation department 
Commissioner-cum-Sec-
retary Puneet Kansal 
sought one month’s time 

to arrive at the ϐinal plan 
for completion of the 
work adding that the de-
partment will follow the 
matter earnestly. 

In the minutes of the 
meeting, it is also stat-
ed that the tenure of the 
project is coming to a 
close on 15 March and 
there are several options 
before the Department 
to be explored in con-
sultation with the Law 

Department and Roads & 
Bridges. 

In 2013, the contract 
work was awarded to 
Thuckchuk Lachungpa for 
widening and strengthen-
ing the Ranka Sajong road 
along with the construc-
tion of wayside ameni-
ties. The cost of the proj-
ect was Rs.14.35 crore of 
which Rs. 5 crore has al-
ready been disbursed to 
the parties.

Rey-Ranka protestors call off road...
contd from pg01

Former students of 
DGH have a lot of emo-
tional attachment with 
the church and they are 
happy with the news of 
turning the chapel into a 
heritage site. 

When asked to com-
ment, DM, Dr Viswanath 
said, “It is a good thing 
for Kalimpong as once 
the church turns into a 
heritage site, it will at-
tract a lot of tourists. The 
old building will be pre-
served. Tourists will also 
enjoy. We have sent a pro-
posal for Gouripur house 
as well and the heritage 
commission has consid-
ered this proposal.”

contd from pg01

Katherine 
Graham
Memorial...

He also commented 
that the historical and 
cultural linkages be-
tween Assam and Bhu-
tan have made both the 
geographical entities 
their respective natural 
friends and partners.

Thanking Tobgay and 
Dorji for announcing a 
direct ϐlight service be-
tween India-Bhutan and 
Singapore, Sonowal said 

that the move will propel 
inter-regional growth and 
connectivity in the back-
drop of Act East Policy.

Dorjee said the inau-
guration of Bhutanese 
consulate here marked 
the collective commit-
ment and unique desire 
of both Assam and Bhu-
tan to strengthen socio, 
economic and cultural ties 
between the two entities.

Bhutan, he said, is 

keenly looking forward to 
deepen the bilateral re-
lations between the two 
countries and carry for-
ward the mutual interests 
and people to people ties 
between India and Bhutan.

Its decision of intro-
ducing direct Drukair 
ϐlight between India, 
Bhutan and Singapore 
will take the bilateral re-
lations to the next stage, 
Dorjee added.

Bhutanese Consulate Of ice in Guwahati
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 F :

Month-long Guiding Juniors 
programme organized by 

Sikkim Youth Federation [SYF] 
concluded at Rongbul GPU in 
South Sikkim today in the pres-
ence of Chairperson, Power and 
Energy Department Advisory 
Board, Gagan Rai, as chief guest, 
an SYF press release informs.

Addressing the gathering, 
chief guest Mr Rai appreciated 
and congratulated SYF for ini-
tiating the programme for stu-
dents in different rural areas of 
Sikkim. He also extended grati-
tude to the SYF team for holding 
the event at Rongbul which is 
where he hails from.

On the occasion, SYF pres-
ident, Mr Tamang, highlighted 
the vision and mission of the 

programme.
Students from the GPU pre-

sented various cultural and 
educational activities. The pro-
gramme concluded with the dis-

tribution of prizes to students 
for their participation.

Also present today were 
SYF president, Arun Tamang, 
vice president, Khagendra 

Rai, and general secretary, Ro-
shan Gurung, as special guests 
along with Zilla member, Bar-
sha Thapa, and Ward Pancha-
yat members.

SYF’s month-long Guiding Juniors
initiative concludes 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 F :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party represented 

by its acting president, 
Kunga Nima Lepcha, 
and other members 
welcomed new mem-
bers to the party today. 
Ex-Panchayat from Shy-
ari, Ratan Tamang, who 
is also a founder member 
of Sikkim Democratic 
Front party, and promi-
nent social worker from 
Arithang, Raju Lama [Ta-
mang] are the new mem-
bers of SKM.

A press release issued 
by SKM press and public-
ity secretary, Abhishek 
Sharma, informs that 
the party also welcomed 
10 youths from Shyari, 
Gangtok and Arithang 
constituency today, most 
of whom have been ac-
tive with the ruling party 
until recently, the party 
claims.

Ex-Panchayat, Mr Ta-

mang, during his address 
said that SDF has failed 
the very purpose of its 
existence. “It has now 
become an anti-people 
and power hungry party,” 
said Mr Tamang.

While the youths 
echoed common voices 
of being tired of being 
used like a paid worker 
by at the expense of de-
velopment and welfare 
of the State, Mr Tamang 
also alleged that the SDF 
chief came to power with 
an objective to uplift 
poorer section but today 
the fact is that only peo-
ple who worship him are 
receiving beneϐits from 
the government.

“Before coming to 
power Pawan Chamling 
used to say that his ofϐice 
would be open all time 
for the service of people 
but today, in reality, only 
handful of people can get 
access to meet him,” ex-
pressed Mr Tamang.

SKM welcomes more 
new members

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 F :

Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee pres-

ident, Bharat Basnet, has 
lashed out at the state 
government for provid-
ing police pilots to Cab-
inet Ministers of Sikkim. 
He alleged that the deci-
sion of the Sikkim Demo-
cratic Front government 
shows its autocratic rule 
in the State.

It may be mentioned 
here, all Cabinet Minis-
ters in Sikkim are being 
provided with police pi-
lots since 31 Jan.

Addressing a press 
conference here at the 
party head-ofϐice, Mr 
Basnet, alleged that pro-
vision of police pilot to 
Ministers is misuse of 
people’s money and an 
extra burden on the State 
exchequer. While men-

tioning that SDF govern-
ment was part of NDA at 
the centre, he stated that 
providing police pilot to 
Cabinet Ministers by the 
state government goes 
against the Modi govern-
ment which has been try-
ing to abolish VIP culture 
from the country.

“We are hopeful that 
the Modi government will 
take some action on pro-
viding justice to the peo-
ple of Sikkim,” he said.

Mr Basnet questioned 
the need for police pilot 
to Cabinet Ministers in 
a peaceful State like Sik-
kim. He stated that the 
state government should 
think about people’s con-
venience and not only of 
its Ministers. The gov-
ernment should spend 
money on education and 
health than on its Minis-
ters, he has suggested.

Pilot for Ministers
is misuse of public

money: SPCC 

Man killed 
in accident 
Gangtok, 02 Feb: A 
35-year-old man from 
Gerethang, West Sikkim 
died on the spot after 
the vehicle he was driv-
ing fell off the road along 
Hingdam-Tashiding high-
way in West Sikkim on 
01 Feb. The deceased 
was driving a utility 
truck and had one more 
person on board who 
was later identiϐied as 
the handy boy. 

The 19-year-old boy 
reportedly sustained 
grievous injuries and 
was rushed to Namchi 
District Hospital where 
he is currently undergo-
ing treatment. The vehi-
cle was going to Tashid-
ing from Hingdam.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 F :

Prajapita Brahma Ku-
maris Ishwariya Vish-

wa Vidyalaya, Gangtok 
organised a three-day 
Children’s Personality 
Development Winter 
Camp for students aged 
08-15 years from dif-

ferent schools of Sikkim 
from 31 Jan to 02 Feb.

A press release re-
ceived from Raj Bhavan 
informs that during the 
closing ceremony today, 
around 60 children along 
with their guides and 
Brahma Kumari Sisters 
met Governor Shriniwas 

Patil to seek his bless-
ings.

The camp was de-
signed to encourage chil-
dren for personality de-
velopment through spir-
itual, education, medita-
tion and through various 
personalities of different 
ϐields to guide, counsel 

and inspire them.
The Governor was 

pleased to know that so 
many children are ben-
eϐitted from this camp 
and wished the Brahma 
Kumaris Sisters success 
for organising more such 
camps in the future. He 
advised all the children 

to imbibe moral values 
and discipline which will 
help them in overall per-
sonality development.

It may be mentioned 
here that the winter 
camp is organised twice 
in a year at Gangtok Cen-
tre and the students are 
not charged any fee for it.

Brahma Kumaris winter camp students meet Governor

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 01 F :

The Training & Placement Cell of Nation-
al Institute of Technology, Sikkim with 

support from Technical Education Quali-
ty Improvement Project [TEQIP] III Cell of 
the institute organised a daylong workshop 
on “Corporate expectations from students 
during summer interactions, group discus-
sions and personal interviews” at NIT prem-
ises in Ravangla today.

The workshop was conducted for free 
for ϐinal year and pre-ϐinal year students of 
BTech, MTech and MSc, an NIT press release 

informs.
Director of Image Boosterz, Aviral Sinha, 

attended the event as chief guest accom-
panied by the Registrar in charge, TEQIP 
III coordinator, Nodal ofϐicers, Training & 
Placement in charge and other faculty and 
students of the institute.

Mr Sinha while addressing the students 
informed about the corporate world and 
their expectations from the students whom 
they desire to hire for their organisation.

It may be mentioned here, Image Boost-
erz was established in the year 2001 real-
izing the need for grooming personalities 

of graduates and post graduates which are 
acceptable and admired in the corporate 
world. The workshop received positive 
feedback from the students and the insti-
tute looks forward to organising some oth-
er workshops which will be beneϐicial for 
the students in the coming days, the release 
adds.

Students of NIT have previously got 
placements in corporate houses like Intel, 
HP, Sapient, Power Grid, BEL, L&T Power, 
L&T Construction, McAfee, Intellect Design, 
etc., with some getting the opportunity for 
internships in Germany and Canada.

Workshop on corporate expectations
from students at NIT-Sikkim

Coca-Cola 
India to launch 
Thums Up 
globally
K , F  2 (PTI): 
Beverage major Co-
ca-Cola today said it 
is planning to take the 
home-grown carbonated 
cola brand Thums Up to 
South East Asia before 
launching it globally.

“We are all set to take 
Thums Up to other parts 
of South Asia possibly by 
March 2018,” Coca-Co-
la India and South West 
Asia president T Krish-
nakumar said.

Thums Up is also the 
ϐirst Indian brand that 
will become a USD 1 bil-
lion (approx. Rs 64,000 
crore) brand much be-
fore the targeted time-
line of 2020, the compa-
ny ofϐicials said.
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Gangtok on 
Saturday, 

03 Feb
Temp: 18°C /04°C
Forecast: Times of 
clouds and sun with  
a shower in places 
in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 06:21AM
Sunset: 5:18 PM

visit us at
www.summittimes.

com

Contact: 8906071065, 9775816664

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING DEPARTMENT

JORETHANG
No: 60/UDHD/JRT         Dated:02.02.2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Divisional Engineer (S/W), Urban Development and Housing Department, 

Government of Sikkim, Jorethang invites percentage rate bids from the Appropriate Class of registered Contractors 
enlisted under SPWD for the work as listed below:

Sl.
No

Name of works Bid security 
2.5% of the bid 

value (Rs. In 
Lakhs)

Bid value (Rs. In 
Lakhs)

Cost of tender/
bid form (Rs. In 

Lakhs)

Com-
pletion 
period.

1. 2 3 4 5 6
1. Construction of Rural Market-

ing centre (Rodhi Bazaar) at 
Begha, West Sikkim.

1.88 75.24 0.15 12 months.

The Calender of events is as under:-
SCHEDULE OF DATE AND TIME.
 Date of receipt of application    :  2/3/2018 during offi  ce hours.
 Date of issue of Tendered documents   :  2/3/2018 during offi  ce hours.
 Date of issue of Tender Form   :  5/5/2018 during offi  ce hours.
 Date of submission of Tender Forms and documents : 5/5/2018 during offi  ce hours.
 Date of opening of Tender:    :  6/6/2018 during offi  ce hours.
Further details may be sought from offi  ce of the undersigned.

Sd/- DIVISIONAL ENGINEER (SW)
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING DEPARTMENT.

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING DEPARTMENT

JORETHANG
NIT No: 26/E-Proc/UDHD.          Dated:02.02.2018

INVITATION FOR BIDS
On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Superintending Engineer (South/West Circle), Urban Development and 

Housing Department, Government of Sikkim, invites percentage rate bids through e-procurement. The bids should 
be submitted online through the website www.sikkimtender.gov.in for the work as listed below.

Sl.
No.

Name or works Bid security 
2.5% of the bid 

value (Rs)

Bid value (Rs) Cost of ten-
der/ bid form 
(Rs in Lakhs)

Com-
pletion 
period.

1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Construction of New Road 

from Gumpa Dara via Leksey 
Colony to Begha Sheep Farm, 
West Sikkim.

Rs.6,20,466.00 Rs.2,48,18,641.17 Rs.30,000.00 24 
months.

The calendar of events is as under:-

i) Uploading of bidding documents in e-procurement 
portal:

: 3/2/2018

ii) Last date & Time for seeking clarifi cation regarding bids. : 19/2/2018 up to 1500 Hrs.
iii) Time & Date for issue Challan towards the Cost of 

Tender Document
: 26/2/2018 10.00 AM to 3.00 PM

iii) Start Date for online submission of bids : 20/2/2018
iv) Last Date for Online submission of bids : 5/3/2018 up to 1600 hrs.
iv) Submission of hard copy of the documents : 3/3/2018 up to 1500 hrs.
v) Date of opening of bids: : 6/3/2018 at 1100 Hrs.

The Standard Bidding Document, Bill of Quantities (BoQ) & Tender Notice may be downloaded from www.sik-
kimtender.gov.in.

Sd/- SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING DEPARTMENT, JORETHANG.

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK
NIT No: 25/E-Proc/UD&HD       Dated: 02/02/2018

INVITATION FOR BIDS
On behalf of Governor of Sikkim, Additional Chief Engineer, Urban Development and Housing Department, Gov-

ernment of Sikkim, invites percentage rate bids through e-procurement. The bids should be submitted inline through 
the website www.sikkimtender.gov.in for the work as listed below:

Sl. 
No.

Name of Works Bid security 2.5% 
of the bid value 

(Rs)

Bid Value (Rs) Cost of 
tender/ bid 
form (Rs in 

Lakhs)

Comple-
tion period

1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Infrastructure Development Works 

at Labdang, West Sikkim
24,48,280.00 9,79,31,183.46 50000.00 36 months

The calendar of event is as under:-

i) Uploading of bidding documents in e-procurement portal : 3/2/2018
ii) Last Date & Time for seeking clarifi cation regarding bids : 19/2/2018 upto 1500 hrs
iii) Time & Date for issue of Challan towards to Cost of Tender Document : 26/2/2018 10.00 AM to 3.00 PM
iii) Start Date for Online submission of bids : 20/2/2018
iv) Last Date for Online submission of bids : 5/3/2018 upto 1600 hrs
iv) Submission of hard copy of the documents 3/3/2018 upto 1500 hrs
v) Date of opening of bids : 6/3/2018 at 1100 hrs

The Standard Bidding Document, Bill of Quantities (BoQ). Analysis of rates & Tender Notice may be downloaded 
from www.sikkimtender.gov.in.

Sd/- ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER
R.O. No. 537/ipr/pub/class./17-18 dt. 02.02.2018  URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 F :

Long distance runner 
hailing from Singtam 

in East Sikkim, Abhishek 
Gupta [22], who em-
barked on a 1545 KM solo 
marathon from Gangtok 
to New Delhi, called on 
Governor Shriniwas Patil 
at Raj Bhavan today.

A press communiqué 
received from Raj Bhavan 
informs that Abhishek’s 
solo run was ϐlagged off 
by the Governor from Raj 
Bhavan on 29 Dec 2017 
which ϐlagged in at New 

Sikkim House in New 
Delhi on 24 Jan 2018 

where he was welcomed 
by Resident Commis-

sioner, Ashwini K Chand, 
accompanied by other 

ofϐicers and staff of New 
Sikkim House. After re-
turning from New Delhi, 
he was welcomed back to 
the State at Rangpo Tour-
ist Lodge on 30 Jan 2018 
organised by Sikkim Bi-
hari Jagran Manch.

It may be mentioned 
here that Abhishek car-
ried the messages of 
Organic Sikkim, Swachh 
Sikkim, Swachh Bharat 
and Fighting against 
Child Sexual Abuse 
throughout his run.

The Governor con-
gratulated him on the 

successful completion of 
1545 KM solo marathon 
from Gangtok to New 
Delhi. He further assured 
his support for similar 
runs in the near future 
and advised him to take 
up solo marathon run-
ning professionally.

The Governor ap-
pealed to the youth of 
Sikkim to take inspira-
tion from Abhishek and 
take marathon as a ca-
reer. He wished him suc-
cess in his future endeav-
ours.

Abhishek also ex-

tended his gratitude for 
the support provided by 
the Governor.

Abhishek was ac-
companied by members 
of Sikkim Bihari Jagran 
Manch and Managing 
Director of Kanss & Co., 
Sujit Prasad.

Marathoner, Abhishek, calls on Governor

PRAYER WALK FOR ALL SIKKIM CHRISTIAN SUMMIT
G , 02 F : Prayer coordinators, Reverend Amos Bhutia and 
Reverend Amos Cintury accompanied by prayer coordinators and pastors 
from different churches of Bojoghari, Gangtok, Tadong, Sikip, Aritar and 
from South Sikkim conducted a prayer walk around Namchi-Namthang for 
the upcoming All Sikkim Christian Summit. a press release issued by ASCS 
publicity secretary, East, Bhupal Basnett, informs. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 F : Batch 
of 2nd Year BSc Nursing 
students of Sikkim Ma-
nipal College of Nursing, 
Sikkim Manipal Univer-
sity, organized a mass 
health awareness pro-
gramme at JNNURM Col-
ony in Arithang, Gangtok 
today, an SMU press re-
lease informs.

The nursing students 
performed a role play 
followed by awareness 
session on health on the 
topic “Causes of environ-
mental pollution and its 
effect on health”.

The programme 
focused mainly on 
proper management of 
environmental pollution. 
Fifty community 

members actively 
participated in the 
event and had personal 
interactions with the 
students.

Manipal nursing students 
conduct health awareness

SUMMIT REPORT
SINGTAM, 02 FEB:

Area MLA cum Agriculture Minister, 
Somnath Poudyal today inaugurat-

ed the newly installed organic outlet at 
Mandi Bazaar in Singtam, East Sikkim. 

Established under the guidelines of 
Food Security & Agriculture Department 
in collaboration with Horticulture & 
Cash Crop Department to promote or-
ganic produce of the State, the stall will 
house organic produce from different 
villages in Singtam and nearby places. 

 “Sikkim has already been declared 
and recognized as an organic state and 
now is the time for every farmer to con-
tribute towards this movement. The 
department will be focusing on every 
possible way to develop, support and 
guide the farmers as per the require-
ments and necessities”, informed Som-
nath Poudyal. 

The outlet will be supervised and 
run by the department for some time 
and after its completion it will be hand-
ed to the self help groups or NGOs. 

Singtam gets an organic
produce outlet 

cense are also eligible to 
apply for License. In the 
case of death of husband, 
the wife can continue the 
business with the Trade 
License issued to her late 
husband and transfer it 
in her name. 

He also directed the 
Urban Development & 
Housing Department to 
issue and renew Trade 
Licenses of Class-II ba-
zaars- Rhenock, Rongli, 
Pakyong, Rabongla and 
Melli. 

Gram Panchayats, 
Block Development Ofϐi-
cers can issue and renew 
Trade Licenses only for 
class III bazaars and sub-
letting of Trade Licenses 
should be thoroughly 
checked in all bazaar ar-
eas, it was decided. 

The meeting today 
was attended by Chief 
Secretary, AK Shrivas-
tava, Principal Secretary 
to Chief Minister, R.S 
Basnett, Commission-
er-cum-Secretary [Excise 
Department], R. Telang, 
Secretary [Urban De-
velopment and Housing 
Department], LB Chettri, 
District Collector [East], 
Prabhakar Verma, Dis-
trict Collector [North] 
Karma Bonpo, Gangtok 
Municipal Corporation 
Commissioner, Tshewang 
Gyaccho, GMC Mayor, 
Shakti Singh Choudhary, 
Special Secretary [Land 
Revenue and Disaster 
Management Depart-
ment], Rinzing Chewang 
Bhutia, Special Secretary 
[Information and Public 
Relations], Sherab Shen-
ga, ofϐicers of the con-
cerned line departments 
and representative of the 
business community.

contd from pg01

Pending RC 
applications 
must be...

World 
Wetlands Day 
observed in 
Gangtok and 
Ranipool
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 F :

Sikkim Otters Research 
Group and Sikkim Or-

nithological Society ob-
served World Wetlands 
Day at Police Headquar-
ter Gangtok and Ranipool 
Police Station today, in-
forms a press release.

Established to raise 
awareness about the val-

turn to pg03



4 SummitTIMES | 03 February 2018 Opinion

VISIT US @

www.summittimes.com

Battling the Big-C
Build better defenses. Generate

wider awareness

Sunday, 04 February is World Cancer Day, and of the 
many Days that are observed in the State, this is one 

that should receive wider attention. As the world over, 
Cancer has been palpably on the rise in Sikkim as well 
and even as better healthcare facilities are extend-
ed to patients and their families, it is important that 
wider awareness is generated on this health issue so 
that infection rates are brought down and detections 
made earlier. Year 2018 marks the culmination of a 
three-year resolve taking place under the tagline ‘We 
can. I can.’ which was designed to explore how every-
one – as a collective or as individuals – can do their 
part to reduce the global burden of cancer. The idea 
was clearly to take Cancer beyond the sole purview of 
doctors and the healthcare systems since just as can-
cer affects everyone in different ways, all people have 
the power to take various actions to reduce the impact 
that cancer has on individuals, families and commu-
nities. This Sunday would be a good time for Sikkim 
to reϐlect on what it can do, make a pledge and take 
action. One knows that preventive action, healthy life-
styles and early detection are integral to ensure sur-
viving cancer. That said, diagnosing cancer is not easy 
– not all cancers show early signs and symptoms and 
other warning signs can also appear quite late. Timely 
treatment is still important nevertheless and it falls on 
the state, since it provides the widest healthcare net-
work, to provide it. What are also required are more 
effective public awareness campaigns and workplace 
health and wellbeing initiatives; time then for Sikkim 
to evaluate how it has delivered on these counts.

The CATCH programme of the State Government 
was a welcome step towards institutionalizing annual 
health check-ups because it is primarily such health-
care habits which will ensure timely and early detec-
tion. CATCH, which had unfortunately gone dormant 
for a while but is thankfully back on track, if it is de-
veloped well, could popularize preventive healthcare 
against the present practice of going to hospitals and 
doctors only after one takes ill. In cases like Cancer, 
too often, this stage is too late. And make no mistake, 
Cancer is a major concern which is only going to loom 
larger in the years to come. Look around, just about 
everyone has some experience on the matter, either 
through a relative who has been diagnosed with “CA” 
or a friend who has someone in the family with Cancer. 
Noticeably, one does not meet too many Cancer Survi-
vors. But if it is any consolation, Sikkim is not alone in 
the nightmare and the increase in Cancer cases here 
reϐlects a global trend. 

A recent report of the UN shows that cancer is now 
the world’s biggest killer – with the number of cases 
set to explode in coming years. A global cancer report 
compiled by UN Agency, The International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC) shows that as a single enti-
ty, Cancer is the biggest cause of mortality worldwide 
with an estimated 8.2 million deaths from cancer in 
2012. Also reϐlective of the unequal world we live in 
is a recent study by Lancet which reveals that while 
Cancer survival is generally increasing, even for some 
of the more deadly cancers such as liver and lung, sur-
vival trends vary widely, and there are wide and per-
sistent disparities between countries. The ϐirst world 
countries post better cancer survival rates than the 
less “developed” nations. For example, for women di-
agnosed with breast cancer in the USA and Australia 
between 2010 and 2014, 5-year survival is 90%, com-
pared to 66% for women diagnosed in India. That said, 
it is important to realize here that this is not just be-
cause the developed countries have better hospitals; 
wider awareness plays an as important role. 

Cancer needs to be addressed also because Cancer 
cases worldwide are forecast to rise by 75% and reach 
close to 25 million over the next two decades. It is pro-
jected that by 2030, there will be 12 million cancer 
deaths per year!

The exclamation point reinforcing the worry, it is 
clearly time then that Sikkim also begins addressing 
this health issue on more levels than just referring 
Cancer patients to treatment outside the State. When 
one talks of a War on Cancer at the global level, one re-
fers to the effort to ϐind a cure for cancer by increased 
research and the development of more effective can-
cer treatments. These obviously do not apply to Sik-
kim and the State should consider itself lucky if it gets 
a good Oncology centre here itself. The multispecial-
ty hospital being planned by the State Government is 
projected to have an Oncology Centre. Hopefully, the 
policy makers and the babus will ensure that no cor-
ners are cut in establishing the best such facility possi-
ble. So while the world works on R&D, Sikkim should 
focus its energies on prevention, earlier detection/ di-
agnosis and screening. The BJP Government can play 
the cruel  joke of tom-tomming its National Health 
Protection Scheme for 10 crore families, which was 
announced without any budgetary provisions since it 
is currently  only an “aspirational” aim, Sikkim could  
do better by institutionalizing some form of health in-
surance scheme for a wider net of people because even 
when cure is available, it ϐlies out of reach because of 
the costs involved.

courtesy: INDIAN EXPRESS

Union Budget 2018: The most 
anticipated event of the Indian 

ϐinancial calendar is over. What po-
litical and economic message has the 
Budget sent out? The Indian Express 
cuts through the fog.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley pre-
sented the Union Budget 2018 on 
Thursday in Parliament. The most 
anticipated event of the Indian ϐinan-
cial calendar is over. What political 
and economic message has the Bud-
get sent out? The Indian Express cuts 
through the fog.
1. First of all, why do we need a 
Budget at all? Was there anything 
particularly special about this 
year’s Budget?

Like households, governments, 
too, need Budgets — to assess income 
or revenues and expenditure, and to 
see what can be spent on, say, health, 
education, infrastructure, defence, or 
maintaining law and order. A Budget 
helps to prioritise the spending; it 
sometimes also provides a roadmap 
for where the country’s economy is 
headed.

While Finance Ministers look at 
each of their Budgets as special, this 
year’s Budget was watched with ex-
tra keenness because it was the last 
full Budget of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment. With several state elections 
this year, it was also expected that the 
government would try to woo specif-
ic political audiences. But it was also 
hoped that the government would 
remain ϐiscally prudent, i.e., it would 
not end up borrowing excessively.
2. Last year, the Budget was ad-
vanced to the irst day of February 
from the last day. What did we gain 
as a result?

The aim of advancing the Bud-
get was to ensure that spending on 
schemes and projects kicked in early 
in the year, rather than being pushed 
to the middle of the year — typical-
ly after May, when the purse-strings 
would be eased after Parliament ap-
proved the Budget. Evidence so far 
suggests that spending now is indeed 
more “front-loaded”, and there is less 
of a scramble to spend funds towards 
the fag end of the ϐiscal year.
3. What is the state of the economy 
today, compared to last year, and to 
2014, when Modi government took 
over?

Ten years after the global ϐinancial 
crisis, the global economy seems to be 
in good shape. But the Indian econo-
my will post a growth of only 6.5% in 
2017-18 — the lowest growth rate 
since the government came to power 
in May 2014. The good news is that 
global institutions and agencies have 
projected India’s growth to be in the 
mid-7% range in 2018-19, with glob-
al growth, too, picking up. But there 
has been a slide — that too, when it 
had the advantage of low oil prices.
4. What were the key expectations 
from this year’s Budget?

It was certainly hoped that the 
government would meet its target on 

ϐiscal deϐicit, which is the excess of 
revenue over expenditure. The bud-
geted ϐiscal deϐicit was 3.2% of GDP, 
and meeting it would have meant 
keeping interest rates in check, and 
a more positive sentiment. It was ex-
pected that the government would 
provide more money for the poor, and 
unveil schemes for farmers and for 
infrastructure. And, both the re-in-
troduction of a tax on gains made 
by investors who had held stocks for 
over a year, and a cut in the tax rate of 
companies, were widely anticipated.
5. To what extent have these expec-
tations been met?

The Budget has proposed 
schemes for the rural sector, and for 
families living below the poverty line. 
But individual investors, especially 
recent entrants to the stock market 
who have been putting their money 
in mutual funds that invest in stocks, 
and companies that had hoped for a 
lower tax, have been disappointed. 
So too economists, and the markets, 
which frown at higher borrowings.
6. The government has failed to 
meet the iscal de icit target for 
2017-18, and has had to revise it 
upwards for 2018-19? Is that a 
problem?

It is. Higher borrowings translate 
into higher yields or rates, which in-
vestors who buy such bonds seek. 
That then reϐlects in higher interest 
rates all around — for companies, 
and for individuals. The other prob-
lem with deviating from targets is 
that it could pose a credibility risk. 
Investors may not be willing to take 
the government’s word, which can 
be costly from an investment point of 
view.
7. What has the Budget done to raise 
resources for the government?

The government has set a target 
to raise Rs 80,000 crore in 2018-19 
through the sale of shares in com-
panies that it owns, either partly or 
through a larger tranche. Its achieve-
ment on this front in the ϐiscal year 
ending March 2018 has been impres-
sive — having mobilised a record Rs 
1 lakh crore.
8. And what has it done to boost 
government spending?

Much of the spending will be on 
building infrastructure — mainly 
9,000 km of national highways, and 
connecting interior and backward 
areas by rail, which has a projected 
capital expenditure plan spending of 
Rs 148,528 crore in 2018-19. There 
is also spending on urban infrastruc-
ture like smart cities, water supply, 
and expansion of airport capacities.
9. What steps has the Budget taken 
to create more jobs?

The government says that lower-
ing the mandatory norm of provident 
fund contribution of 12% to 8% for 
the ϐirst three years of employment 
will incentivise employment of more 
women, as will the system of ϐixed-
term employment in the apparel and 
footwear sector. The assumption also 
is that higher infrastructure spending 
could bring more jobs, with more en-

trepreneurs setting up shop.
10. How will the ixing of MSPs of 
crops to guarantee farmers a 50% 
pro it over production costs help?

This was a formula originally rec-
ommended by the National Commis-
sion of Farmers headed by agricul-
ture scientist M S Swaminathan, and 
which Modi promised to implement 
during the 2014 campaign. The Fi-
nance Minister’s speech has basically 
reiterated the promise, but without 
spelling out how it is going to be im-
plemented.
11. And what provisions have been 
made for funding higher MSPs?

No money has been set aside to 
implement the promise, which will 
require the government to either 
physically procure the entire crop 
that farmers bring to the mandis and 
offer at the MSP or, alternatively, al-
low them to sell at going market rates 
and pay the difference. The Madhya 
Pradesh government has implement-
ed such a scheme called Bhavantar 
Bhugtan Yojana, which pays farmers 
the difference between MSP and the 
average modal (most-traded) price 
in mandis. The scheme has faced ϐlak 
because traders apparently used it 
to drive down market prices. Since 
it was operational during this kharif 
marketing season only during Octo-
ber-December, farmers sold most of 
their crop to avail of the price differ-
ence. The traders are alleged to have 
made a killing by buying up this entire 
crop and driving up prices when the 
scheme ended. Jaitley has said that 
the NITI Aayog, in consultation with 
the central and state governments, 
will put in place a “foolproof” mecha-
nism to address all these issues.
12. What does the Budget have for 
the elderly and the retired?

For senior citizens, the income-tax 
limit for deduction on health insur-
ance premiums has been enhanced 
from Rs 30,000 to Rs 50,000. The 
limit for deduction on medical ex-
penditure for certain critical illness-
es has been raised from Rs 60,000 
to Rs 80,000 for senior citizens, and 
from Rs 80,000 to Rs 1 lakh for very 
senior citizens. Also, the government 
has raised the exemption on inter-
est earned on deposits with banks 
and post ofϐices from Rs 10,000 to 
Rs 50,000 for seniors. What’s better, 
there will not be any tax deducted at 
source on their ϐixed deposit and re-
curring deposits.
13. What’s in the Budget for the 
poor, both in urban and rural areas?

There are schemes to provide free 
power and build toilets for the poor, 
and provide free gas connections to 
8 crore poor women. There is also 
housing for the poor in both rural and 
urban areas.
14. What is the proposal to cre-
ate “the world’s largest health 
programme”? How will it provide 
health security to vulnerable sec-
tions of Indians?

For the poor there is the promise 
of a health or medical cover of up to 
Rs 5 lakh, which the government says 

will cover over 10 crore poor and vul-
nerable families. This translates into 
50 crore beneϐiciaries for secondary 
and tertiary care hospitalisation.
15. What practical bene its are to 
be gained by merging the three 
big public sector general insurers, 
United India Insurance, Oriental 
Insurance, and National Insurance?

It can be argued that consolidating 
their operations would lead to bene-
ϐits similar to that of a large company 
with a balance sheet that can take on 
the challenges of a growing market. It 
is also in alignment with the govern-
ment’s plan to consolidate in sectors 
such as oil and gas, and banking.
16. What does the Budget have for 
the middle classes in the towns 
and cities?

Not much, apart from the re-in-
troduction of the standard deduction 
of Rs 40,000 in place of the current 
exemption on transport allowance 
and reimbursement of miscellaneous 
medical expenses.
17. After nudging newer sections 
of people towards equity mutual 
funds, why has the government 
now chosen to disincentivise these 
market-linked investments by im-
posing a tax on them?

The government perhaps feels 
that the many investors who have 
booked gains in stock investments 
and mutual funds over the last cou-
ple of years, can afford to pay a 10% 
tax even if they have held it for over a 
year. The calculation could have been 
that this set of people, who are per-
ceived to be better off than the rest, 
can help partly underwrite the fund-
ing of some social sector schemes. 
The government could be betting 
that any dampening of the market 
sentiment as a result of this tax may 
be only transient.
18. What structural implication 
does the proposal to make it man-
datory for the corporate sector to 
raise at least a fourth of their fund-
ing needs through bonds, have?

This could mean a change in the 
way big companies raise their funds. 
They will now have to rely far less on 
banks than in the past. For banks, it 
could mean a healthier mix and bal-
ance sheet, and perhaps a greater say 
compared to the past when it comes 
to the big borrowers. And a better and 
improved corporate bond market.
19. Overall, how can the Budget be 
summed up? Has the Finance Min-
ister been reformist, populist, or 
has he just played it safe?

Not reformist. Because of the 
schemes and programmes aimed at 
the poor and vulnerable sections, some 
would say he has been populist. Over-
all, it does seem that he was risk averse 
— maybe because of the overhang of 
the larger-than-anticipated deϐicit.
20. Finally, what is the big political 
message from the Budget?

Broadly, that targeting the poor, 
or those at the bottom of the pyra-
mid, could help bring gains — both 
politically and maybe economically 
— once they are empowered.

Breaking down the Budget
in 20 questions

ANDREW O’NEIL
theconversation.com

The prospect of South Korean and North Kore-
an athletes marching together under a “uniϐi-

cation” ϐlag at this month’s Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics signiϐies a brief respite in tensions rather 
than being a genuine thawing on the Korean pen-
insula.

After an initial surge of optimism in response 
to Pyongyang’s decision to accept Seoul’s offer to 
march as one Korea, reality has started to bite with 
the mechanics of implementing the deal.

While welcoming the Pyeongchang initiative, 
many South Koreans have pushed back against 
the decision to merge both countries’ women’s ice 
hockey teams, calling out the sexist nature of the 
decision (not a single woman was involved in de-
termining the merger).

Meanwhile, citing “insulting” behaviour on the 
part of South Korean media, the North Koreans 
have cancelled a joint cultural performance with 
South Korea, scheduled for next week.

Understandably, the Pyeongchang “thaw” has 
attracted major headlines. But it obscures the sig-
niϐicant possibility that we will witness major con-
ϐlict on the Korean peninsula in 2018.

The South Korean government has worked 
hard to engage North Korea in structured dialogue 
in an effort to defuse the nuclear-armed state’s 

continued military threats. But there is nonethe-
less a growing risk that the Trump administration 
will authorise limited military strikes against the 
North’s weapons of mass destruction, conceivably 
within the next few months.

Despite extracting a commitment from the US 
that any military action against North Korea is con-
tingent on ϐirst gaining South Korea’s endorsement, 
there is justiϐiable concern among South Koreans 
that the Trump administration will act unilaterally 
if US intelligence assesses Pyongyang is about to 

deploy an operational nuclear-armed interconti-
nental ballistic missile (ICBM) force.

Given the extent to which we have underesti-
mated the sheer pace of North Korea’s nuclear and 
missile development over the past decade, this in-
telligence assessment might happen sooner than 
we think. Donald Trump would then face a difϐicult 
problem: how to avoid being the president who al-
lowed North Korea to achieve the capability to hit 
the US homeland with nuclear weapons.

Why a irst strike option on North Korea is a very bad idea

turn to 05
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK, SIKKIM
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Name of work:- “Construction of 2 Lane Bridge over river Kanaka at
   Kayam Dzongu in North Sikkim”.

1. Off ers are hereby invited by the undersigned on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim  
 from bonafi de fi rms specialized in Conceptualising, preparation of drawing,  
 design and executing the under-mentioned project on turnkey contract basis:

NAME OF THE 
WORK

COST OF TENDER 
DOCUMENT (NON 

REFUNDABLE

EARNEST MONEY 
DEPOSIT

COMPLE-
TION TIME

Conceptualizing 
drawing, designing 
and executing “2 
Lane Bridge over riv-
er Kanaka at Kayam 
Dzongu in North 
Sikkim’.

Rs.2,00,000.00(Ru-
pees Two Lakhs only) 
(Non Refundable) in 
favour of Accounts 
Offi  cer, Roads & 
Bridges Department, 
Govt. of Sikkim.

Rs.75,00,000.00(Ru-
pees Seventy Five 
Lakhs only in favour 
of Chief Enginer, 
Roads & Bridges 
Department, Govt. of 
Sikkim.

24 (twenty –
four) months 
from the date 
of issue of the 
formal work 
order.

2. Eligibility  Criteria for Shortlisted of Firms based on Expression of Interest 
(EOI).

2.1 The intending fi rms should have successfully executed at least one Government 
Project of similar nature works costing not less than Rs.50 Crores in the last 5 (fi ve) fi -
nancial years ending on the last day of the month previous the one in which the tender is 
invited.

2.2 The intending fi rms should have successfully executed at least one Government 
Project in the last 5 (fi ve) years in seismically active hilly regions of North East India.

2.3 The Credentials of items 2.1 and 2.2 should be supported by appropriate certifi -
cates issued by the competent authority for verifi cation.

2.4 The average yearly total income of the fi rm should not be less that Rs. 15 crores 
during the past 3 (three) fi nancial years (2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16) and should be duly 
certifi ed by a Chartered Accountant AND SUPPORTED BY Audited Balance Sheet.

3. The calendar of tender activities are as follows:
i] Publication of Expression of Interest (EOI)  - 02/02/2018.
ii] Submission of hard copy of tender documents
(upto 4:00 PM)      - 03/03/2018
iii] Opening of Eligibility Criteria (12:00 PM)  - 05/03/2018.
iv] Opening of Technical Bid    - 07/03/2018.
v] Opening of Financial Bid    - 10/03/2018.

The intending fi rms, fulfi lling above eligibility criteria at clause 2 may purchase the Ten-
der documents from the offi  ce of the Chief Engineer, Roads & Bridges Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim as per schedule given in Clause 3 during offi  ce hours on payment of 
Rs. 2,00,000.00 (Rupees Two Lakh Only) (Non-Refundable) in the form of Account Payee 
Demand Draft of any Scheduled Nationalized Bank drawn in favour of Accounts Offi  cer, 
Roads & Bridges Department, Government of Sikkim, payable at Gangtok.
4. Evaluation Criteria for Selection of Firm
 4.1 The selection of the fi rm will be Quality and Cost Based Selection (QCBS) method 

and the evaluation will be made in three stages as under.
 4.2 Stage-I (Evaluation of EOI)
 The Expression of Interest (EOI) of all the intending fi rms will be evaluated for short-

listing by the Department, based on above mentioned eligibility criteria and as per the 
formats duly fi lled provided in Appendix I.

 4.3 State-II (Evaluation of Technical Bid)
 Technical bids of shortlisted fi rms only, who qualify in Stage-I, will be evaluated by the 

Department, based on criteria as mentioned in the Bid document. Each technical bid 
will receive a technical score. A proposal shall be rejected, if it does not achieve the 
minimum technical score of 75 out of the maximum of 100 points. The weightage of 
the Technical Bid (T) shall be 80 percent.

 4.4 Stage-III (Evaluation of Financial Bid)
 Financial Bids of those fi rms who qualify in Technical Evaluation in Stage-II will be 

evaluated as under:
 4.4.1 The proposal with lowest fi nancial bid will be awarded a fi nancial score of 100 

points. Financial score of other proposals shall be inversely proportional to their quot-
ed price, as indicated in the tender document. The weightage of the Financial Bid shall 
be 20 percent.

5.  Successful fi rms who will meet the minimum qualifying marks in the selection process 
will be intimated and fi nancial bids of only qualifi ed fi rms will be opened.

6.  The tenderers are requested to go through the off er documents and visit the location 
and apprise themselves of the site conditions fully before submission of off er.

7.  The Earnest Money amount of Rs. 75 Lakhs (Rupees Seventy fi ve lakhs Only) should 
be submitted along with the off er documents in the form of Demand Draft of any 
Scheduled Nationalized Bank in favour of Chief Engineer, Roads & Bridges Depart-
ment, Govt. of Sikkim, payable at Gangtok.

8.  Application from Joint Venture/Association of Firm is not accepted.
9. For any queries of clarifi cations, the following offi  cers of the Department may be con-

tacted:
 i) The Additional Chief Engineer (N/E), Roads & Bridges Department, Government of 

Sikkim, Nirman Bhawan Gangtok.
 ii) The Superintending Engineer (P/M), Roads & Bridges Department, Government of 

Sikkim, Nirman Bhawan Gangtok.

10. The Roads & Bridges Department, Government of Sikkim, reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.

11. The interested parties may visit the websites:-
11.1 www.sikkimtender.gov.in.
12. The intending bidders must upload their off ers along with scanned copy of tender 

form cost and EMD in the website www.sikkimtender.gov.in along with submission 
of hard copies of the complete off er in separate envelopes as mentioned. The hard 
copies of all the documents must be handed over to the Offi  ce of the Chief Engineer 
in person on the above mentioned scheduled date i/e on 13/02/2018 upto 1600hrs.

Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVT. OF SIKKIM

GANGTOK 737101, SIKKIM.
R.O. no. 536/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 1.2.2018

Since coming to power, the 
Trump administration has been 
deliberating over whether to carry 
out preventive strikes to degrade 
Pyongyang’s ability to sprint to the 
ϐinish line of acquiring a deploy-
able ICBM that can hit the conti-
nental US with a nuclear payload.

An increasingly popular as-
sumption is that the price of living 
with a nuclear-armed North Korea 
that can destroy prime targets on 
the US mainland is higher than 
risking a second Korean War. And 
this is not just the musings of a 
few hardheads in the Pentagon: a 
growing number of Americans be-
lieve some form of military action 
against North Korea is justiϐied if 
sanctions and diplomacy fail to 
achieve denuclearisation.

Most worrying of all, a belief 
seems to be gathering pace that 
the US can somehow launch “sur-
gical” military strikes while con-
taining a larger conϐlict, because 
Kim Jong-un will not respond for 
fear of triggering an overwhelming 
retaliatory response.

There are two basic ϐlaws 
underlying what one expert has 

termed “the myth of the limited 
strike”. The ϐirst, and most obvi-
ous, is that it’s highly unlikely Kim 
Jong-un will believe the Trump 
administration’s assurances that 
“surgical” strikes are not the open-
ing phase of an all-out US assault 
aimed at overthrowing the regime.

When the US goes to war, it tends 
to go full throttle – in recent times, 
this has translated into regime 
change (think of Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and Libya). Why would the leader-
ship in Pyongyang assess that this 
time around would be any different?

The second major ϐlaw in the ar-
gument is that what is portrayed as 
limited in Washington, and among 
some armchair strategists support-
ing this course, will inevitably be 
seen in Pyongyang as a major as-
sault on North Korean territory and 
its prized strategic assets.

Even in the scenario that Kim 
Jong-un actually believed the 
Trump administration did not in-
tend to implement regime change, 
as Van Jackson notes, his position 
as North Korean supreme leader 
would be untenable domestically 
if he did not respond with force.

Pyongyang would have a com-

pelling incentive to retaliate early 
with any nuclear reserve that sur-
vived a US ϐirst strike. In this sce-
nario, the North Korean leadership 
would confront a stark choice of ei-
ther using these weapons of mass 
destruction to maximum effect or 
risk losing them in follow-on US 
precision munition strikes.

As I have argued elsewhere, 
like all new nuclear powers, North 
Korea will place a premium on 
permissive command and control 
systems that allow authorities to 
use nuclear weapons whenever 
they want. This will be reϐlected in 
a hair-trigger launch posture if it 
perceives an imminent threat.

Whichever way you cut it, a 
US ϐirst strike against North Ko-
rea would almost certainly trigger 
major war on the Korean peninsu-
la, with a high risk of escalation to 
full-scale nuclear conϐlict. While 
the appalling humanitarian con-
sequences of this don’t need to be 
spelt out, the strategic illogic of the 
arguments advocating a ϐirst strike 
must be continually reinforced.

[the writer is Dean and 
Professor of Political Sci-
ence, Grif ith University]

Why a irst strike option on North Korea...
contd from pg04

K , F  2 
(PTI): India is looking 
forward to working with 
Nepal’s democratical-
ly elected government 
to take bilateral ties to 
newer heights for mutu-
al beneϐit and supports 
its efforts for economic 
growth and develop-
ment, External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
assured the country’s top 
leadership.

Swaraj, who arrived 
here yesterday on a two-
day goodwill visit, today 
called on President Bidya 
Devi Bhandari, Prime 
Minister Sher Bahadur 
Deuba and held talks 
with CPN-Maoist Centre 
chairman ‘Prachanda’.

Swaraj during her in-
teractions today she dis-
cussed ways to advance 
India’s multi-dimension-
al and historic ties with 
Nepal.

Swaraj conveyed to 
all political leaders of 
Nepal that the Govern-
ment of India was look-
ing forward to working 
with the democratically 
elected government to 
take forward bilateral 
ties to newer heights for 
mutual beneϐit, and to 
support the Government 
of Nepal, as per its priori-
ties, in its endeavours for 

rapid economic growth 
and development, India’s 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs said in a statement.

“We will extend full 
cooperation to Nepal in 
attaining political sta-
bility and development,” 
Swaraj said during her 
breakfast meeting with 
Prachanda.

“We discussed about 
the situation emerging 
after the conclusion of 
the elections and the 
preparation for forma-
tion of new government,” 
said Prachanda, whose 
party formed Left Al-
liance with CPN-UML 
during the recently held 
elections in Nepal.

“I told Swaraj that 
we want political stabil-
ity and development for 
which we need coopera-
tion from the neighbours.

Swaraj assured that 

India will extend full co-
operation to Nepal in her 
efforts towards attaining 
political stability and de-
velopment,” Prachanda 
said.

The Maoist chief said 
Swaraj was curious to 
know about the politi-
cal developments taking 
place in Nepal.

“The talks we had 
were very positive and 
constructive.

She also congratulat-
ed the Left Alliance for 
gaining victory during 
the recently concluded 
elections,” he said.

“EAM @SushmaS-
waraj met with Chair-
man CPN (Maoist Cen-
tre) Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
‘Prachanda of #Nepal 
and complemented him 
on his party’s perfor-
mance in the recent elec-
tions. The two leaders 

discussed steps to fur-
ther deepen our unique 
India- Nepal bilateral re-
lations,” External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar tweeted.

During her courte-
sy call on Nepal Prime 
Minister Deuba, she con-
gratulated him on the 
successful conduct of the 
recent elections.

“Discussions focused 
on enhancing our bilat-
eral cooperation to take 
our age-old and histori-
cal partnership forward,” 
Kumar said.

During her talks with 
Bhandari, Swaraj con-
gratulated her on the 
successful conduct of 
election in Nepal.

“Exchange of views on 
advancing our multi-di-
mensional relationship 
took place,” Kumar said.

Swaraj yesterday 
held one-on-one talks 
with CPN-UML chairman 
K P Sharma Oli, who 
is likely to be the next 
prime minister, and 
prominent leaders of 
Madhesi parties. Swaraj 
congratulated Oli for 
the victory of the Left 
Alliance in the recently 
concluded elections and 
expressed willingness 
to work with the new 
government.

SMRITA KHAWAS
S , 02 F :

President of the West 
Bengal Bharatiya Jan-

ta Party Mahila Morcha, 
Locket Banerjee, today 
visited the house of the 
deceased girl child who 
was gruesomely mur-
dered recently at Janata 
Nagar Ward No 44. Pro-
tests against the same 
have been rising in every 
nook and corner of Sili-
guri like never before.

Ms Banerjee met with 

the bereaved family and 
assured them of speedy 
conviction of all the ac-
cused involved in the case.

“We are demanding 
CBI investigation into this 
case. The police are clearly 
doing nothing regarding 

this. The Chief Minister, 
being a lady herself, is re-
luctant to intervene in this 
matter,” said Ms Banerjee.

Locket Banerjee assures conviction of accused
in Janta Nagar child murder case

India looks forward to work with Nepal’s
democratically elected govt: Swaraj

ue of wetlands for humanity and 
the planet, World Wetlands Day 
was celebrated for the ϐirst time in 
1997 and has grown remarkably 
since then. Each year, government 
agencies, non-governmental orga-
nizations, and groups of citizens at 
all levels of the community, have 
taken advantage of the opportu-
nity to undertake actions aimed at 

raising public awareness of wet-
land values and beneϐits. 

“As we all know, our water bod-
ies are getting polluted and en-
croached by residential and com-
mercial development, conversion 
to agriculture, invasive species and 
pollution awareness at all levels is 
very much crucial to save Sikkim’s 
rich natural wealth,” said Sunita 
Khatiwara, team leader of Sikkim 

Otters Group. 
Nosang Limboo who is presi-

dent of Sikkim Ornithological So-
ciety said, “Until and unless what 
we know what we have, it’s impos-
sible to put an effort to safeguard 
them, so awareness is vital.”

Police Ofϐicials including SHO 
Ranipool and PI Crime Branch at-
tended and wholeheartedly sup-
ported the awareness programme.

World Wetlands Day observed...
contd from pg03
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J , 02 F  
(IPR): Health Minister 
cum Area MLA, AK Gha-
tani inaugurated the 
two-day Nayuma En-
tertainment 07th Jore-
thang Open Badminton 
Tournament today. Or-
ganized by Badminton 
Association of Jorethang 
(BAJ) under the aegis 
of Badminton Associa-
tion of Sikkim [BAS] the 
event was attended by 
Nayabazaar Jorethang 
Municipal Corporation 
Chairman, Tika Gurung 
along with BAJ presi-
dent, Jigmee Namgyal, 
Sub Divisional Magis-
trate (Jorethang), BC 

Rai, ofϐicials, players and 
public.

It may be mentioned 
here that the prime ob-

jective of the tournament 
is to promote badminton 

amongst the youth of 
Jorethang and surround-
ing areas.

The tournament con-
sists of U-13, U-15, U-17 
and open categories for 
players from Jorethang 
and all over the State.  

Around 140 
participants and 11 
teams from all over 
Sikkim including teams 
from Darjeeling and 
Mirik are slated to take 
part in the tournament. 
The winners and the 
runners up of the 
tournament will be 
awarded cash prizes 
and certificates from the 
organizing committee.

Nayuma Entertainment Open 
Badminton Tourney kicks off

SANGDONG BOYS BAG CHAMPION’S TROPHY AT SUSAKURTOT FOOTBALL TOURNEY
M , 02 F : Sangdong Boys lifted the champion’s trophy defeating Zaa Seven at the Susakurtot Football Tournament held 
during the Susakurtot Organic Festival at Lum in Dzongu on 01 Feb. The winner of the tournament was awarded with cash prize of 
Rs 50,000 while the runner up team was awarded with cash prize of Rs 30,000. Twenty-three teams participated in the tournament 
which had commenced on 20 Jan. The programme had the presence of Minister, Road & Bridges, GM Gurung, as chief guest accompa-
nied by Deputy Speaker cum area MLA Dzongu, Sonam Gyatso Lepcha, as special guest. [Wangchuk Bhutia]

M  M  (N  Z -
), F  2 (PTI): Unstoppable 

so far, India would be aiming to re-
write record books with a fourth ti-
tle when the Rahul Dravid-coached 
side squares off against an equally 
formidable Australia in the ϐinal of 
the ICC Under-19 World Cup, here 
on Saturday.

India and Australia are the two 
most successful teams in the histo-
ry of the tournament having won 
the coveted trophy thrice each.

But come Saturday, Dravid’s 
sprightly boys will be desperate 
to outwit their Australian counter-
parts and become the ϐirst team in 
the history of the event to lift the 
trophy for a record fourth time.

The promising Prithvi Shaw, 
already being seen as the next big 
thing in Indian cricket, will be eager 
to join the likes of Mohammad Kaif 
(2002), Virat Kohli (2008) and Un-
mukt Chand (2012) in leading the 
side to the U-19 World Cup title.

Going by current form, odds 
are heavily in favour of India. The 
Indians have put in some impres-
sive performances to win all their 
ϐive matches including an emphat-
ic 203-run win over arch-rivals Pa-
kistan in the semiϐinal and a 100-
run victory over Australia in their 

tournament-opener.
The massive win over Pakistan 

in the semiϐinal will do a world of 
good to India’s conϐidence. After 
putting a total of 272 on the board, 
they dismissed the opposition for 
a paltry 69.

So far, it has been collective 

performance from Dravid’s boys 
as every member of the squad has 
contributed to the team’s success 
in one or the other way.

India’s batting has been at its 
lethal best. While the openers -- 
Shaw and Manjot Kalra -- have giv-
en the team good starts through-
out the tournament, Shubman Gill 
has been in phenomenal form at 
the number three position.

In fact, all eyes will be on Gill, 
who has been the most consis-
tent batsman of the tournament. 
He scored a scintillating unbeaten 
century against Pakistan in the 
semis and would be eager to script 
one more impactful knock.

In the bowling department, 
Shivam Mavi and Kamlesh Nagar-
koti have been phenomenal, raking 
up speeds in excess of 140kmph at 
their will. But they will have their 
work cut out against a strong Aus-
tralian batting line-up.

Abhishek Sharma is another 

important player in the squad to 
look up to and he along with fellow 
spinner Anukul Roy would look to 
exploit the Australian batsmen’s 
weaknesses against spin.

Besides his spin, Abhishek is 
also a hard-hitting lower mid-
dle-order batsman, who can score 
some quick runs. India’s ϐielding 
has also been exemplary in the 
tournament so far.

India U-19 teams have had a 
legacy of producing future Indian 
stars and this group of players has 
the potential to make it big.

Australia, on the other hand, 
would be desperate for revenge af-
ter their big loss to the Indians in 
tournament opener.

After that one bad day in ofϐice, 
the Australians have bounced back 
strongly and won four games in a 
row to make it to the ϐinal.

The Jason Sangha-led side’s 
last two performances signal that 
they have upped their game when 

it has mattered.
Australia’s 31-run win over 

England in the quarterϐinal, while 
defending 127-run total, and a 
six-wicket win over Afghanistan, 
who surprised everyone with their 
semiϐinal appearance, clearly indi-
cate that they are here to give India 
a tough ϐight in the summit clash.

Teams (from): 
India U-19: Prithvi Shaw (C), 

Shubman Gill, Manjot Kalra, Hi-
manshu Rana, Abhishek Sharma, 
Riyan Parag, Harvik Desai, Shivam 
Mavi, Kamlesh Nagarkoti, Ishan 
Porel, Anukul Roy, Shiva Singh, 
Aryan Juyal, Arshdeep Singh, Pan-
kaj Yadav.

Australia U-19: Jason Sangha 
(C), Will Sutherland, Xavier Bart-
lett, Max Bryant, Jack Edwards, Zak 
Evans, Jarrod Freeman, Ryan Had-
ley, Baxter J Holt, Nathan McSwee-
ney, Jonathan Merlo, Lloyd Pope, 
Param Uppal, Austin Waugh.

Match starts: 0630hrs (IST).

History awaits Dravid’s boys at U-19 World Cup Final

M , F  2 (AFP): Luis 
Suarez headed in the only 
goal as defending champions 
Barcelona edged Valencia 1-0 
in their Copa del Rey semi-ϐi-
nal ϐirst leg at a half-full Camp 
Nou.

Barcelona, the record 29-
time winners of the tourna-
ment, are attempting to be-
come the ϐirst team to lift the 
cup four years in a row since 
Athletic Bilbao in the 1930s.

But yesterday they were 
forced to labour against a Va-
lencia team missing a trio of 
key players -- Goncalo Guedes, 
Geoffrey Kondogbia and Eze-
quiel Garay -- through injury.

Barcelona dominated pos-
session but had to wait until 
the 67th minute for the break-
through.

Not surprisingly, Lionel 
Messi was the man who un-
locked the Valencia defence 

before setting up Suarez.
The Argentine danced 

his way into the penalty area 

before a deft left-footed chip 
left three defenders out of 
position and allowed Suarez 

to score from the edge of six-
yard box with a diving header.

Yesterday’s tight affair 
was dramatically different to 
the last time these two teams 
met at the same stage two 
years ago -- Barcelona won 
8-1 on aggregate following a 
7-0 win in the ϐirst leg.

“We have a small advan-
tage but there’s still 90 min-
utes to play and it’ll be a long 
90 minutes as Valencia are a 
very strong when they play at 
home,” said Suarez who has 
now scored 13 times in the 
last 11 games.

In Wednesday’s ϐirst 
semi-ϐinal, little Leganes, who 
stunned mighty Real Madrid 
in the quarter-ϐinals, battled 
back from a goal down to 
draw 1-1 with Sevilla in the 

opening leg.
Colombian international 

Luis Muriel gave Sevilla the 
lead after 21 minutes, scoring 
with the aid of a deϐlection off 
the post.

But Leganes levelled on 
the night when Sevilla goal-
keeper Sergio Rico blundered 
trying to keep out a header 
from Greek defender Dimitri-
os Siovas.

Leganes, who were play-
ing in the third division ϐive 
years ago and are in the Copa 
del Rey semi-ϐinals for the 
ϐirst time in their 90-year 
history, remain the outsiders 
against Sevilla, at least on ϐi-
nancial terms.

Their annual budget of 
45 million euros is four times 
less than that of Sevilla.

Suarez gives Barcelona edge in Copa del Rey semi-fi nals

D , F  1 (PTI): 
Captain Virat Kohli further 
enhanced his reputation 
as a ‘chase master’ as he 
smashed his 33rd hundred 
to lead India to a six-wicket 
victory over South Africa in 
the ϐirst cricket one-dayer 
here today.

Kohli struck 112 off 
119 balls with the help 
of 10 boundaries and put 
on 189 runs for the third 
wicket with Ajinkya Rah-
ane (79 runs of 86 balls) 
as India chased down the 
target of 270 with 4.3 
overs to spare.

It was the highest 
stand for India in South Af-
rica, while Kohli notched 
up his 20th hundred in a 
run-chase, out of which 
18 have been successful-
ly converted to victories. 
After scoring freely all 
across the world, this was 
Kohli’s ϐirst ODI hundred 
on South African soil.

Also, this was India’s 
ϐirst ODI win against 
South Africa at Durban, 
and only their sixth overall 
in bilateral engagements 
here since 1992-93.

India got off to a quick 
start with Rohit Sharma 
(20) and Shikhar Dha-
wan (35) adding 33 for 
the opening wicket. Rohit 
was looking to play his 
strokes but miscued one 
off Morne Morkel (1/35) 
in the seventh over and 
was out caught.

Dhawan and Kohli 
then added 34 runs for 
the second wicket and 
the duo were looking 
good to take advantage of 
South Africa’s spinners, 
when the former was 
run-out.

Kohli took off for a 
quick single in the 13th 
over but Dhawan was late 
in responding having tak-

en strike, and was run-
out by Aiden Markram’s 
direct throw.

Kohli and Rahane 
came together thereafter 
and did not give the Pro-
teas a sniff. Imran Tahir 
(0/51) was duly taken 
for runs, while JP Dumi-
ny (0/16) and Markram 
(0/20) had no impact in 
their short spells.

The most vital as-
pect of this partnership 
was the running be-
tween wickets. The duo 
looked to cut down on 
errors, calling loud and 
clear. They brought their 
100-stand off 112 balls.

Rahane brought up 
his half-century off 60 
balls as their partnership 
crossed 150 off only 154 
balls. India reached 200 
in the 36th over.

Kohli then celebrat-
ed his maiden hundred 
on South African soil in 
style, reaching there off 
105 balls. In doing so, he 
equalled Sourav Ganguly’s 
record of most ODI hun-
dreds as Indian captain. 
Both now have 11 centu-
ries, with Kohli reaching 
the milestone in 41 in-
nings as compared to Gan-
guly’s 142 innings.Hashim 
Amla (16) and Quinton 
de Kock (34) got off to a 
watchful start. The latter, 
in particular, took his time 
for he had been enduring 
a poor run of form. At the 
other end, Amla looked in 
good nick and was scoring 
at a strike-rate of 90-plus.

They put on 30 runs 
for the opening wicket 
before Jasprit Bumrah 
(1/56) struck in the 8th 
over. He trapped Amla 
plumb lbw, albeit was 
lucky to have his front-
foot only millimetres be-
hind the line.

Kohli’s 33rd ton
helps India beat SA by 

6 wkts in ϐirst ODI

French re-
searchers 
chronicling 
3000 years 
of Indian 
literature
K , F  2 (PTI): 
Seventy French scholars 
and researchers have 
taken up a project to 
chronicle the journey of 
Indian literature for the 
last 3,000 years, two In-
dologists from France 
said here.

The French govern-
ment is funding the proj-
ect undertaken by two 
leading French institutes 
where Indology studies 
are undertaken, Nicholas 
Dejenne and Claudine Le 
Blanc, the academicians 
from France, said.

Dejenne and Blanc 
spoke about the project 
while delivering the an-
nual Ashok Kumar Sark-
ar Memorial Lecture at 
the 42nd International 
Kolkata Book Fair here 
yesterday.

“We have undertaken 
a big task of preparing a 
dictionary of represen-
tative classics ranging 
from Kalidas’ Shakuntala 
to the writings of Bibhu-
tibhusan to Amitava 
Ghosh.

From Rabindranath 
Tagore to modern Ben-
gali poets which will 
have the deϐining works 
across different genres,” 
Dejenne said.

It will be titles ‘Dic-
tionary Encyclopedia In-
dian Literature (DELI)’ 
and the researchers are 
aiming to complete the 
ϐirst phase by the end of 
2019, Blanc said.

One of the objectives 
of the project would be to 
collate and disseminate 
deϐining literary works 
across ages and present 
them to French readers, 
she said.

“We will also like to 
act as a bridge between 
ancient and recent Indi-
an literature in different 
languages including Ben-
gali,” she said.

Dejenne and Blanc 
are Indologists at the 
Sorbonne Nouvelle of 
Paris.
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR TENDER MORNING DEAR ADMIRE DEAR VULTURE EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:9 DrawDate on:02/02/18 Draw No:9 DrawDate on:02/02/18 Draw No:27 DrawDate on:02/02/18

1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 95D 07686 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 99K 52706 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 72C 17080
    (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9498/- 07686 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9498/- 52706 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9498/- 17080 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
37407 40494 40726 43205 44796 07187 18759 21953 32034 32640 04971 12098 15172 17600 42808
58014 77931 79629 81027 82061 57306 61443 64019 69085 93981 48814 51213 63907 76408 76946
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0048 0551 0905 1233 1764 2167 4078 5023 7085 7575 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1253 1708 2629 2984 3427 4579 6729 7749 9343 9576 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1496 1532 3083 5161 7948 8313 8544 8571 9264 9585
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0348 1117 1998 2446 3152 5548 6281 6830 9305 9642 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0364 0451 1100 2489 2879 5381 8609 9456 9801 9889 4th Prize Rs.250/- 2568 3348 6242 6432 6681 7295 7478 7675 8541 9270
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0045 0144 0245 0251 0269 0342 0357 0765 0801 0949 0028 0062 0098 0149 0479 0482 0487 0538 0604 0806 0007 0154 0168 0192 0201 0449 0503 0548 0621 1357
1024 1061 1176 1322 1364 1464 1510 1526 1604 1627 0926 0946 1045 1091 1236 1385 1417 1869 1874 1887 1647 1694 1838 1946 2077 2096 2123 2450 2755 2897
1886 2081 2098 2124 2242 2339 2417 2437 2519 2617 1917 1999 2144 2427 2584 2729 2858 2877 2911 2956 3079 3085 3229 3392 3609 3716 3829 3835 3840 3877
2702 3084 3106 3191 3457 3499 3526 3557 3609 3722 3095 3252 3457 3688 3805 3906 3958 3998 4157 4180 3915 4035 4037 4225 4245 4337 4403 4515 4567 4671
3742 3925 3992 4214 4238 4348 4359 4522 4537 4616 4253 4456 4632 4642 4678 4726 4762 4786 4858 4960 4849 4854 4906 5002 5024 5051 5157 5263 5310 5357
4677 4713 4900 5042 5064 5090 5130 5217 5252 5296 5040 5073 5451 5459 5569 5635 5641 5658 5710 5768 5369 5370 5498 5512 5746 5771 5850 5901 6087 6091
5474 5495 5567 5696 5909 5955 6135 6205 6232 6256 5769 5982 5989 6086 6290 6499 6642 6659 6873 6903 6168 6360 6496 6932 7022 7153 7157 7261 7457 7527
6367 6523 6587 6687 6704 6821 6889 6963 7077 7180 6909 6927 6994 7067 7094 7145 7556 7894 8062 8088 7572 7606 7614 7622 7951 8264 8339 8411 8468 8539
7240 7358 7526 8117 8183 8334 8435 8686 8690 8844 8089 8101 8249 8250 8282 8313 8518 8558 8574 8601 8662 8722 8770 8773 8805 8882 8896 8948 9071 9149
8983 9040 9085 9279 9496 9528 9689 9774 9784 9902 8724 8850 9198 9503 9519 9605 9770 9811 9820 9986 9184 9209 9324 9351 9515 9587 9668 9882 9939 9964

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

 LABHLAXMI LEO  MUMBAILAXMI SURAJ
 Draw No:9 DrawDate on:02/02/18  Draw No:9 DrawDate on:02/02/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2271  1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5837 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 3485
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 1550 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 4346  3rd Prize Rs.1,000/- 3028 4th Prize Rs.504/- 5978
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 4333 5th Prize Rs.  204/- 6277  5th Prize Rs.220/-
 6th Prize Rs.100/-  1044 1227 1247 1283 1301 1348 1349 1361 1377 1379
 1005 1018 1023 1043 1060 1080 1085 1176 1196 1226  1432 1466 1504 1534 1535 1559 1577 1661 1664 1666
 1244 1266 1393 1449 1561 1610 1687 1751 1848 1872  1679 1695 1707 1721 1733 1748 1783 1828 1845 1857
 1913 1939 1966 1972 1985 1987 1998 2031 2048 2072  1896 1915 1922 1976 2016 2023 2028 2046 2054 2118
 2092 2124 2133 2156 2166 2187 2234 2247 2274 2295  2171 2181 2257 2291 2301 2305 2357 2363 2371 2413
 2304 2307 2358 2410 2412 2531 2544 2545 2550 2581  2444 2463 2509 2567 2586 2588 2596 2604 2654 2726
 2582 2619 2620 2652 2668 2769 2784 2794 2845 2865  2751 2880 2888 2911 2939 2984 2991 3023 3074 3117
 2884 2888 2890 2933 3015 3049 3055 3058 3060 3064  3118 3140 3228 3251 3255 3281 3284 3362 3408 3418
 3080 3093 3104 3105 3116 3151 3153 3175 3186 3200  3429 3441 3446 3455 3473 3474 3480 3548 3572 3597
 3203 3226 3252 3264 3274 3315 3319 3369 3371 3403  3614 3619 3636 3640 3664 3675 3682 3716 3729 3767
 3429 3477 3544 3546 3548 3588 3601 3644 3655 3671  3809 3818 3860 3896 3933 3990 4016 4019 4034 4057
 3711 3759 3798 3822 3844 3850 3858 3864 3917 3964  4114 4201 4206 4212 4242 4244 4276 4290 4293 4328
 4000 4003 4096 4139 4149 4169 4179 4185 4190 4199  4347 4348 4350 4415 4422 4431 4485 4505 4512 4518
 4205 4224 4245 4272 4324 4343 4353 4371 4433 4435  4524 4570 4603 4615 4632 4691 4732 4735 4739 4742
 4461 4499 4504 4509 4564 4580 4585 4621 4635 4673  4820 4842 4850 4904 4905 4909 4918 4955 4973 4984
 4674 4743 4744 4757 4759 4767 4826 4845 4860 4932  5000 5020 5032 5059 5070 5122 5183 5196 5206 5207
 4957 4965 4966 4975 5014 5060 5127 5128 5161 5197  5217 5231 5233 5249 5323 5340 5349 5392 5407 5441
 5211 5225 5231 5292 5306 5355 5388 5396 5397 5485  5520 5525 5531 5581 5593 5601 5610 5662 5673 5697
 5491 5516 5529 5538 5559 5611 5651 5670 5699 5735  5732 5743 5776 5779 5817 5832 5857 5877 5890 5892
 5751 5765 5785 5819 5846 5910 5921 5996 6004 6008  5895 5919 5930 5939 5960 5961 5962 5968 5984 5994
 6038 6091 6095 6138 6151 6168 6189 6209 6221 6248
 6294 6312 6336 6353 6359 6380 6404 6420 6433 6434 Issued by :
 6452 6455 6506 6507 6515 6522 6561 6581 6590 6599 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,
 6639 6655 6726 6739 6742 6774 6784 6831 6848 6866 Government of Sikkim,Deorali-737102,Sikkim
 6872 6882 6900 6912 6915 6921 6939 6964 6968 6975 Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com
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Draw No:2 DrawDate on:02/02/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 58A 8323
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
0133 0161 0552 0851 1181 1425 5918 7142 7418 9048
3rd Prize Rs.2000/-
2765 3316 3673 3793 4618 5046 5263 5371 6291 8266
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0127 1616 2661 3573 3799 4628 5550 5608 5886 8508
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0666 0698 1359 1542 1825 4219 4909 5522 6614 6833
6th Prize Rs.100/-
0012 0041 0044 0076 0093 0110 0155 0164 0165 0168
0175 0181 0217 0264 0265 0293 0297 0301 0303 0305
0309 0315 0353 0371 0437 0450 0451 0456 0499 0501
0517 0522 0544 0553 0589 0594 0600 0655 0699 0764
0772 0801 0806 0818 0821 0828 0865 0907 0909 0910
0951 0957 0984 0992 1024 1029 1043 1054 1056 1057
1058 1076 1081 1094 1118 1148 1210 1222 1228 1258
1296 1303 1314 1318 1322 1325 1331 1358 1426 1457
1479 1497 1500 1516 1524 1540 1558 1563 1575 1586
1588 1592 1626 1632 1644 1661 1738 1742 1820 1845
1889 1896 1917 1970 1971 1981 2003 2021 2030 2047
2111 2143 2147 2153 2163 2183 2190 2191 2209 2226
2245 2306 2312 2316 2335 2342 2421 2461 2474 2484
2500 2515 2520 2523 2546 2575 2597 2634 2639 2644
2681 2682 2685 2712 2722 2754 2801 2810 2823 2836
2855 2884 2887 2902 2904 2929 2941 2946 3006 3011
3021 3037 3045 3063 3074 3075 3109 3128 3154 3177
3225 3254 3262 3298 3301 3323 3347 3351 3386 3389
3432 3451 3460 3489 3513 3517 3525 3526 3569 3629
3653 3670 3678 3747 3752 3759 3777 3778 3826 3834
3864 3880 3936 3961 3962 3965 4004 4025 4056 4112
4140 4141 4170 4179 4198 4240 4299 4369 4380 4425
4428 4501 4518 4531 4560 4584 4592 4616 4664 4668
4669 4673 4689 4729 4747 4785 4798 4811 4826 4834
4847 4852 4876 4882 4897 4902 4907 4911 4927 5008
5023 5082 5119 5120 5129 5172 5252 5254 5255 5270
5271 5287 5289 5299 5359 5424 5446 5492 5509 5527
5529 5540 5559 5569 5618 5619 5623 5652 5694 5702
5737 5806 5823 5836 5855 5883 5885 5895 5910 5934
5975 5996 5997 5999 6007 6103 6117 6122 6147 6153
6214 6222 6259 6275 6282 6343 6349 6373 6377 6379
6395 6410 6422 6441 6452 6465 6542 6545 6551 6564
6578 6587 6606 6613 6617 6640 6646 6671 6674 6703
6717 6766 6779 6790 6807 6828 6836 6859 6872 6878
6892 6903 6957 6989 7033 7043 7062 7087 7091 7105
7115 7147 7148 7182 7195 7211 7221 7226 7234 7242
7246 7314 7342 7360 7372 7377 7390 7408 7446 7459
7460 7501 7528 7600 7661 7664 7677 7686 7763 7806
7811 7812 7814 7860 7900 7915 7943 7968 7969 7974
8012 8044 8047 8070 8080 8081 8086 8091 8093 8104
8108 8122 8150 8171 8175 8180 8195 8201 8230 8275
8277 8288 8290 8295 8308 8356 8360 8383 8386 8456
8494 8517 8532 8533 8537 8593 8601 8603 8604 8607
8609 8612 8647 8649 8655 8689 8694 8705 8728 8732
8757 8761 8768 8798 8806 8859 8867 8887 8903 8940
8947 8962 8963 8967 8996 9019 9034 9058 9091 9094
9111 9114 9163 9168 9175 9191 9196 9278 9304 9349
9369 9518 9519 9538 9574 9588 9610 9623 9641 9652
9662 9673 9689 9691 9721 9776 9800 9831 9838 9846
9850 9893 9908 9922 9928 9945 9955 9965 9975 9995
Issued by:
The Director,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim,Deorali - 737102,Sikkim
please: Visit :www.sikkimlotteries.com
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N  D , F  2 (PTI): 
India today said it was 
imperative for “all or-
gans” of the Maldivian 
government to abide by 
the country’s Supreme 
Court order to release all 
political prisoners “in the 
spirit of democracy”.

In a statement, the 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said it was 
“closely monitoring” the 
evolving situation in the 
Maldives and also hoped 
that the safety and se-
curity of Indian expatri-
ates in the island nation 
would be ensured by the 
Maldivian authorities un-
der “all circumstances”.

The Maldivian Su-
preme Court, in a signiϐi-
cant development yester-
day, ordered the immedi-
ate release of the former 
president Mohamed Na-
sheed and other opposi-
tion leaders

“We have seen last 
night s order of the Su-

preme Court of Maldives 
releasing all political 
prisoners. In the spirit 
of democracy and rule 
of law, it is imperative 
for all organs of the Gov-
ernment of Maldives to 
respect and abide by the 
order of the apex court,” 
the MEA said.

It said that as a close 
and friendly neighbour, 
India wishes to see a sta-
ble, peaceful and pros-
perous Maldives.

“We are closely moni-
toring the evolving situa-
tion,” said the MEA.

The island nation has 
witnessed political un-
rest and street protests 
since Nasheed was con-
victed in 2015 on terror 
charges and sentenced to 
13 years in jail.

There were reports 
of clashes between sup-
porters of Nasheed and 
police in the capital city 
Male today where hun-

dreds of policemen were 
deployed to restore 
peace.

Nasheed was earlier 
granted asylum by the 
UK after he was autho-
rised to seek medical 
treatment there amid 
mounting foreign pres-
sure.

The leader, who is 
currently in Sri Lanka, 
welcomed the court or-
der and said President 
Abdulla Yameen must 

resign in the wake of the 
ruling by the apex court.

“Welcome tonight’s 
SC ruling calling for the 
immediate release of 
political prisoners and 
the restoration of their 
civil and political rights. 
President Yameen must 
abide by this ruling and 
resign. Urge all citizens 
to avoid confrontation 
and engage in peaceful 
political activity,” 
Nasheed tweeted.

Imperative for Maldivian govt to
abide by its SC ruling: India

At least ϐive people have died after two army helicopters crashed near a lake in southern France. A rescue operation was under way early 
on Friday to ϐind a sixth passenger at the crash site, around 30 miles northwest of Saint-Tropez. Both helicopters belonged to a military 

ϐlight training school. Local reports said the incident occurred on the shores of Lake Carcès, in the Var region.

90 migrants 
feared 
drowned off 
Libyan coast
P , F  2 (AP): The 
UN’s migration agency 
says its partner agencies 
are reporting that 90 peo-
ple are feared drowned 
after a smuggler’s boat 
carrying mostly Paki-
stani migrants has cap-
sized off Libya’s coast.

International Organ-
isation for Migration 
spokeswoman Olivia 
Headon says 10 bodies 
have washed ashore near 
the Libyan town of Zu-
wara following the trag-
edy early today.

Eight were believed 
to be Pakistani, and two 
Libyans.

Headon, speaking 
by phone from Tunisia’s 
capital to reporters at the 
UN in Geneva, said initial 
indications were that the 
boat became unbalanced.

She said Pakistani 
nationals have been tak-
ing an increasing share 
among the number of 
migrants attempting to 
cross the Mediterranean 
to Italy and Europe via 
Libya.

Police reinforcements 
are arriving in the French 
port city of Calais after 
clashes among migrants 
left 22 people injured, 
as the interior minister 
warned of a worrying 
spike in violence.

Interior Minister Ge-
rard Collomb told report-
ers in Calais on Friday that 
ϐive of the victims were in-
jured by gunϐire in Thurs-
day’s ϐighting, blaming 
“totally organized” gangs. 
Police are seeking a shoot-
ing suspect but have made 
no arrests.

Collomb said two 
extra police units were 
en route and warned of 
growing tensions in Cal-
ais, where migrants con-
verge in hopes of cross-
ing to Britain.

Authorities said that 
Afghan and Eritrean mi-
grants had been ϐighting 
with sticks and stones af-
ter a meal distribution be-
fore the shots were ϐired. 
Firearms are rare among 
migrants. The govern-
ment closed a vast Calais 
migrant camp in 2016.

U  N , F  2 (PTI): 
India today sought an inclusive 
and holistic document that will 
enable all parties to base their 
negotiations transparently on 
the UN Security Council re-
forms.

India’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN Syed 
Akbaruddin said UN member 
states wanted continuity in 
terms of building on available 
documentation and a change 
in terms of style, so as to focus 
on negotiating the rolling doc-
ument.

He said lack of a rolling 
document is the bane in cur-
rent process on Security Coun-
cil reforms.

“We seek a structured for-
mat of a single document that 
can be negotiated, one issue at 
a time, with the usual under-
standing that nothing is agreed 
until everything is agreed to,” 
Akbaruddin said.

He was addressing the 
ϐirst meeting of the intergov-
ernmental negotiations on the 
‘question of equitable repre-
sentation on and increase in 

the membership of the Secu-
rity Council and related mat-
ters.’

Akbaruddin urged its Co-
Chairs to facilitate from the 
next meeting onwards, a nor-
mal process based on an in-
clusive and holistic document 
that enables the member na-
tions to structure negotiations 
transparently in a rolling doc-
ument with the goal of early 
reform.

“It is not our case that the 
document that you prepare 
needs to have only one option. 

It can have, in every cluster, 
every option that can be dis-
tilled,” he said.

“Such a document will pro-
vide clarity to where we stand, 
what are the options, who is 
proposing what and what are 
the interlinkages. Document-
ing positions in a holistic and 
transparent manner is what 
we seek from you as the way 
forward,” he noted.

Akbaruddin welcomed the 
remarks of the UN General 
Assembly President Miroslav 
Lajcak who called for out of 

the box thinking and ϐlexibili-
ty among member nations on 
an early reform of the Security 
Council.

He said that Co-Chairs have 
produced documents and pa-
pers in each of the last 3 ses-
sions and member states have 
engaged in discussion on the 
documentation submitted to 
us.

“Going forward, we desire 
that you build on these doc-
uments, rather than begin an 
entirely new approach,” Akba-
ruddin said.

India seeks inclusive, holistic document
for negotiations on UNSC reforms

W , F  2 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump suspended securi-
ty assistance to Pakistan 
to send a long overdue 
message to aid recipients 
that they cannot be Amer-
ica’s friend while support-
ing or condoning terror, 
the White House has said.

Last month, the 
Trump administration 
had suspended nearly 
USD 2 billion in security 
assistance to Pakistan ac-
cusing the country of not 
doing enough in the ϐight 
against terrorism.

Citing Trump’s recent 
decision, the White House 
in a detailed fact sheet on 
his foreign policy said, 
“President Trump is mak-
ing clear to our allies that 
they cannot be America’s 
friend while supporting 
or condoning terror.” 

“The President has 
suspended security as-
sistance to Pakistan, 
sending a long overdue 
message to aid recipients 
that we expect them to 

fully join us in combat-
ing terrorism,” the White 
House said in the fact 
sheet after Trump’s ϐirst 
State of the Union ad-
dress on Tuesday.

Pakistan has denied 
the allegations of sup-
porting terrorism.

According to the 
White House, Trump 
will relentlessly pursue 
threats to America’s secu-
rity, prioritising efforts to 
confront and defeat radi-
cal Islamic terror and the 
ideology that sustains it.

“President Trump’s 
conditions-based South 
Asia strategy provides 
commanders with the 
authority and resources 
needed to deny terrorists 
the safe haven they seek 
in Afghanistan and Paki-
stan,” it said.

Nations can’t be US’ 
friend while supporting 
terror: White House on 
suspension of aid to Pak
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EtCETERA

ARIES: A picture of an art ob-
ject from a diff erent culture could 
arouse some strange feelings in 
you, Aries. You won’t know why, 
but it will spark a new interest in 
that culture. This probably relates 
to events deep in your past that 
you don’t remember. Go ahead and 
explore this new interest. It will 
be intriguing and at the same time 
could help you release old traumas 
or phobias. Enjoy!  
TAURUS: Are you worried about 
the psychological and emotion-
al state of a friend, Taurus? Don’t 
get yourself too worked up over it. 
Your friend is probably more trou-
bled about money than anything 
else. If this is your love partner, you 
should be especially careful not to 
push for confi dences, as this could 
be a turn-off . Your beloved will talk 
to you when the time is right. In the 

meantime, be patient and a good 
listener.  
GEMINI: Your current love in-
terest could be experiencing 
some family problems, Gemini. 
Therefore, don’t expect too much 
scintillating conversation this 
evening. Your partner may seem 
preoccupied and not be in the best 
of moods. Rest assured that this 
has nothing to do with you. Don’t 
let your insecurities get the best of 
you. Don’t demand an explanation. 
Be there, even if it means being 
silent, and let your partner think 
things out. This is tactful and will 
certainly be appreciated.  
CANCER: Is someone you know 
having a birthday, Cancer? If so, 
beware of all the great food that 
will undoubtedly be brought to the 
party! If you’re trying to improve 
your level of health and fi tness, 

you’ll be sorely tempted to depart 
from the program. Be as fi rm as 
you can, but remember that we all 
need a little indulgence occasion-
ally. Chocolate cake and ice cream 
might not be on your diet, but think 
of them as emotional health food. 
Enjoy a little bit!  
LEO: Are you into abstract art 
forms, Leo? Today you could fi nd 
yourself irresistibly drawn to them, 
whether blank verse, abstract paint-
ing, or New Age music. If you’re 
into the arts yourself, you might 
want to try your hand at whatever 
discipline appeals to you the most. 
If you aren’t, attend a concert, stroll 
through an art gallery, or go to a 
poetry reading. Whatever you do, 
enjoy your day!  
VIRGO: Have you been toying 
with the idea of redecorating your 
house, Virgo? If so, you might actu-

ally come up with a few solid ideas, 
although you’ll have a diffi  cult time 
deciding among them. Sometimes 
making a list can help you work 
out the details of each and discern 
which is the most workable at this 
time. Look at home decorating 
magazines and furniture catalogs. 
Write down what appeals to you. 
You’ll decide something. What fun!  
LIBRA: Emotions run high today 
as a love partner calls on you to 
discuss some troubles, Libra. These 
don’t directly concern you, but 
you’d still like to see them straight-
ened out, as you tend to feel help-
less when someone you care for is 
upset. At times like this, it’s really 
best to listen rather than try to give 
advice. Your partner probably just 
needs to talk it out. Be patient and 
all will be well.  
SCORPIO: A close friend or your 

love partner may present you with 
a gift, Scorpio. You’ll be touched 
but you’ll also feel uncomfortable. 
Maybe the present is costly or not 
something you really like. You 
might also feel that your friend is 
too eager. What you do in this sit-
uation is, of course, up to you. Tip: 
don’t refuse the gift unless you 
genuinely feel it’s totally inappro-
priate. And defi nitely don’t give 
it back because that’s what your 
mother would do!  
SAGITTARIUS: Love matters 
may seem to be far worse than they 
really are, Sagittarius. Emotion 
runs high as your current love inter-
est seems preoccupied and uncom-
municative; however, it wouldn’t 
be a good idea to let your insecuri-
ties get the best of you and lash out. 
Your partner’s heart is with you, 
though the mind is another matter. 

Family or career problems are get-
ting in the way of your enjoyment 
of each other. Bite your tongue, be 
patient, and hang in there.  
CAPRICORN: Is your imagi-
nation brimming over with ideas 
for new projects, Capricorn? Are 
you drawing upon old memories 
for inspiration? Your past can be 
a very fruitful resource; however, 
today you may fi nd that some of 
these recollections make you feel 
more emotional than you should. 
Let them all go. This is a necessary 
release. Channeling your feelings 
into creative work could prove ca-
thartic. By the end of the day you 
should feel great. Go with the fl ow.  
AQUARIUS: Are you suddenly 
falling for an old friend, Aquar-
ius? This may have you con-
fused and a little frightened since 
you’ve never viewed this person 

in this way before. However, this 
person probably does reciprocate 
the attraction, so don’t completely 
write it off. Consider this: could 
this person be a strong part of 
your future? How well do you 
know each other? Do you respect 
this person the way you should? If 
the answers to these questions are 
positive, give it a try!  
PISCES: Are you in love, Pisces? 
You might fi nd that thoughts of 
your beloved haunt you today, 
even while you’re apart. Desire 
and passion could be practically 
obsessive, and they’ll interfere with 
your other projects if you aren’t 
careful. Try to stay focused on 
the tasks at hand and make a date 
to get together with your partner 
later. After all, you want to keep 
all departments of your life in their 
proper perspective! 
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BRAINS AND BEAUTY! Modern Family star Sofi a Vergara 
attends the premiere of The Female Brain in Hollywood.

03RD FEBRUARY 
1959: Rock ‘n’ Roll singers 
Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens 
and J.P. Richardson (The 
Big Bopper ) died in a plane 
crash today along with the 
pilot when their chartered 
plane went down near Ma-
son City, Iowa. The deaths 
are immortalized in the 
“The Day the Music Died” by 
Don McLean. 
1986: The Pope meets 
Mother Teresa, and visited 
her refuge for the sick and 
dying. Her Missionaries of 
Charity order, now has 4,500 
sisters in 133 countries pro-
viding food and shelter and 
hospices for the dying. 
1870: The Fifteenth 
Amendment (Amendment 
XV) to the United States 
Constitution is ratiϐied in 
1870 which prohibits each 
government in the United 
States from denying a citi-
zen the right to vote based 
on that citizen’s “race, color, 
or previous condition of ser-
vitude” (i.e., slavery). 

1953: The well known 
oceanographer Jacques 
Cousteau’s last and most fa-
mous book The Silent World 
is published. 
1966: The Soviet Union had 
successfully accomplished 
the ϐirst controlled landing 
on the moon. The unmanned 
ship Luna 9 landed in the 
Ocean of Storms area on the 
moon’s surface. 
2009: Harry Potter au-
thor J.K. Rowling has been 
made a knight of the Lé-
gion d’Honneur, which is 
France’s highest civilian 
award. The best-selling au-
thor’s great-grandfather was 
French, and she was given the 
honorary title by President 
Nicolas Sarkozy at a ceremo-
ny in Paris. Speaking in ϐluent 
French, she apologized to 
the crowd for giving Potter’s 
evil nemesis a French name. 
Nicolas Sarkozy bestowed 
the title of knight in the Or-
dre national de la Légion 
d’honneur on her, and she 
used her acceptance speech 
to apologize for the quality of 
her French accent. 
2010: The box ofϐice movie 
success Avatar becomes the 
highest grossing ϐilm in the 
U.S. and Canada and sur-
passes 2 billion dollars mark 
in worldwide sales.

If the trade gurus are to be 
believed, Deepika Padu-

kone, Shahid Kapoor and 
Ranveer Singh starrer Pad-
maavat is having earth-shat-
tering box-ofϐice perfor-
mance. Impressing the audi-
ences globally, the magnum 
opus has managed to create 
new records in the worldwide 
market. After all the bumps 
that came its way, Bhansali’s 
ϐilm hit the theatres on Jan-
uary 25th and least to say, it 
has pretty much blown away 
the audiences with pow-
er-packed performances and 
stunning visuals. 

Despite all the protests, 
the ϐilm managed to attract 
audiences to the theatres and 
still seems to be going strong. 
Bringing it straight to the 
point, Padmaavat has now 
entered the 300 crore club 
in the international markets 
and has ofϐicially become 
2018’s ϐirst ϐilm to mint that 
huge. The period drama has 
grossed a collection of Rs 

201.50 crore in India and Rs 
106.50 crore in the overseas 
market. A popular trade an-
alyst took to his twitter to 
share the current box-ofϐice 
ϐigures of the ϐilm. He wrote, 
“#Padmaavat 1st Week 
worldwide box ofϐice: #India 
: Nett – Rs 155 crore. Gross 
– Rs 201.50 crore. Overseas: 
Gross – Rs 106.50 crore [US 
$16.75 million]. Total – Rs 
308 crore #Excellent @deep-
ikapadukone @RanveerOfϐi-
cial @shahidkapoor.”

In his conversation with 
a leading news agency, SLB 
spoke about ϐilm’s success 
and all the problems it faced. 
He said, “It is just an answer to 
the anguish that we all went 
through including me, the ac-
tors and the technicians. All of 
us were not being heard even 
after repeatedly saying that 
there is nothing wrong in the 
ϐilm. I realized that the best 
way of going ahead and ϐight-
ing this is to make the ϐilm 
that is in my mind.”

“IT REALLY MESSED ME UP.”
Back in 2016, it looked 

like Charlie Puth and Selena 
Gomez could be getting se-
rious romantically after they 
dropped their “We Don’t Talk 
Anymore” collab together, 
but things ϐizzled out pretty 
quickly between them.

Now Charlie is opening 
up about what, exactly, the 
nature of his relationship 
with Selena was in a new in-
terview with Billboard.

While talking about 
their collaboration, Char-
lie revealed what the song 
was about. “It’s about a par-
ticular moment in my life, 
when someone very close 
to me wanted the attention 
of somebody else,” Charlie 
explained to Billboard mag-
azine.

“When I found that out 
and we ended it, I might have 
done some shady things too, 
and she might have asked 
me, ‘How long has this been 
going on?’”

It’s not totally clear, but it 
doesn’t seem like “We Don’t 
Talk Anymore” was actually 
inspired by Selena. But Char-

lie does seem to suggest that 
feelings did develop between 
them while working together 
on the track.

“I don’t kiss and tell, but 
the only way a song like that 
can come across as real is if 
there’s something else going 
on behind the scenes,” he 
continued. “And that’s what 
was happening [with Go-
mez]. Very short-lived, very 
small, but very impactful.”

Woah. So there was some-
thing going on between Char-
lie and Selena! And for Char-
lie, the experience was really 
intense.

“It really messed me up,” 
he explained. “I’m trying to 
put this the best way possi-
ble: It wasn’t like I was the 
only person on her mind. 
And I think I knew that going 
in — what I was getting my-
self into.”

The last time two Korean 
albums were on Amer-

ica’s reigning albums tally 
was in 2014 with Girls’ Gen-
eration and 2NE1.

The Billboard 200 has 
a double dose of K-pop this 
week with entries from BTS 
and Jonghyun marking only 
the second time America’s 
deϐinitive album ranking has 
seen two Korean entries.

On the Feb. 3 tally -- 
where Fall Out Boy’s new 
Mania album reigns at No. 1 
-- the boy band’s Love Your-
self: Her spends its 16th 
week on the chart, falling 
from No. 82 to No. 90. The re-
cord moved 7,000 equivalent 
album units earned in the 
week ending Jan. 26, accord-
ing to Nielsen Music. Of that 
total, LY:H earned 5,000 in 
streaming equivalent album 
(SEA) units, plus 1,000 in 
track equivalent album (TEA) 
units along with an addition-
al 1,000 in traditional album 
sales. As previously report-
ed, Jonghyun’s posthumous 
Poet/Artist release debuts at 
No. 177 with 5,000 equiva-
lent album units earned with 
4,000 were in traditional al-
bum sales along with almost 

1,000 SEA units and a mini-
mal number of TEA units.

Only 11 K-pop acts have 
charted on the Billboard 200 
so far and the last time two 
different albums from the 
scene were on the ranking 
was in 2014 when a heated 
rivalry between two of the 
top girl groups led to an ex-
citing chart battle.

Girls’ Generation were 
preparing their new Mr. Mr. 
EP which experienced set-
backs in the release after 

errors with the music video 
footage and an early digital 
leak of the record. Mean-
while, fellow girl-group sen-
sations 2NE1 were gearing 
up for their long-awaited sec-
ond full-length album Crush, 
an LP promised years ago 
but seemed nowhere in sight 
as the band continued to re-
lease one-off singles through 
2012 and 2013. The timing 
worked out perfectly for the 
bands’ highly anticipated re-
leases to battle one another 

on the charts with fans and 
the media pitting the outϐits 
against one another to see 
who would reign supreme. 
On the Billboard 200 dated 
March 15, 2014, Mr. Mr. de-
buted at No. 110, selling a 
bit more than 3,000 copies, 
while Crush sold 5,000 cop-
ies and debuted at No. 61. 
Both sets marked new highs 
for K-pop acts on the chart at 
the time with both acts scor-
ing No. 1 singles in their na-
tive Korea.

BTS & JONGHYUN MAKE FOR RARE DOUBLE K-POP
APPEARANCE ON BILLBOARD 200

SANJAY LEELA BHANSALI’S PADMAAVAT
ENTERS THE 300 CRORE CLUB

CHARLIE PUTH JUST HINTED
THAT HE HAD AN INTENSE, SHORT-LIVED

ROMANCE WITH SELENA GOMEZ


