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75 defence 
personnel in 
Pakistan’s 
custody: govt
N  D , A  2 (PTI): 
There are 75 missing In-
dian defence personnel, 
including 54 prisoners of 
war, who are believed to 
be in Pakistan’s custody, 
the Lok Sabha was in-
formed today.

However, presence 
of these missing Indians 
has not been acknowl-
edged so far by Pakistan, 
Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs V K Singh 
said in a written reply.

He also said that as 
of July 27, there are 417 
ishermen in Pakistan’s 

custody and 15 isher-
men in Sri Lanka’s cus-
tody, who are believed to 
be Indian nationals.

“In case of Pakistan, 
consular access is await-
ed and information about 
the states that they be-
long to is not available. In 
case of Sri Lanka, the 15 
ishermen are believed to 

be from Tamil Nadu and 
the Union Territory of 
Puducherry,” Singh said.

Replying to another 
question on the issue, 
he said, the government 
regularly takes up with 
Sri Lanka and Pakistan 
the matter of early re-
lease and repatriation 
of Indian ishermen and 
ishing boats.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 A :

The premiere of Tales of 
the Tribes [in Lepcha with 

English subtitles], an original 
collection of ive short ani-
mated folktales, is scheduled 
to be held at the Namgyal In-
stitute of Tibetology in Gang-
tok on 10 Aug at 2 p.m. in the 
presence of Governor, Shrin-
iwas Patil, as chief guest, a 
press release informs.

The Tales of the Tribes is 
the irst collection of animated 
tribal folktales to be produced 
in India in collaboration with 
digital and traditional artists. 
Four of the stories are from 
indigenous communities of 
the North East region while 
one is an Adivasi origin myth 
from Central India. These tra-
ditional folktales have been 
adapted for animation as a 
collaborative project by the 

UK based Adivasi Arts Trust 
with local organisations, sto-
rytellers, artists, and work-
shop participants.

The stories were selected 
by participants in ive tribal 
Animation Workshops in Na-

galand (2009), Sikkim (2010), 
Manipur (2012), Ahmedabad 
for the Gond ilm (2012) and 
Arunachal Pradesh (2013).  
Following the pre-production 
phase (creation of a script, 
storyboard, animatic, char-

acter designs, test animation 
sequences and audio record-
ings) by participants, the ilms 
were animated by student an-
imators and young media pro-
fessionals, the release adds.

Included in the collection is 

a story from Sikkim, the Lepcha 
tale of Nye Mayel Kyong. This 
was irst developed for the dy-
namic medium of animation 
during an Animation Work-
shop held in 2010 for three 
weeks at the Namgyal Institute 
of Tibetology in Gangtok.

A group of students of 
Thangka painting from the 
Government Directorate of 
Handloom and Handicraft 
were also invited to join the 
workshop at that time and to 
assist in developing the visual 
design of the ilm so that it re-
lects the traditional art form 

from this region.
With the help of a group of 

animators, all graduates from 
the National Institute of De-
sign in Ahmedabad who are 
currently based in Pune, this 
Thangka art has now come 
alive for the irst time to tell a 
story of the hero who meets 

the symbolic magical creatures 
of Buddhism and the immortal 
couples on his journey to the 
mythical paradise Nye Mayel 
Kyong, beneath the mighty 
Mount Khangchendzonga.

In order to dub the series 
into local languages of the 
communities represented by 
the stories, Series Director, 
Dr Tara Douglas from the UK, 
collaborated with the Lepcha 
Department at Sikkim Univer-
sity to record all the dialogues 
for the 38-minute long pro-
gramme in Lepcha language.

The screening programme 
on 10 Aug is open to all inter-
ested in celebrating this irst 
cross cultural collaborative 
project that uses the medium 
of animation in an innovative 
way. For more information 
about the Tales of the Tribes, 
one can visit www.adivasiart-
strust.org.

Collection of folktales in animation to premiere at NIT

GURU RINPOCHE 
THRUNKAR TSHECHU AT 
TSUKLAKHANG MONASTERY
G , 02 A : Guru Rinpoche Thrunkar 
Tshechu, the birth anniversary of Guru 
Rinpoche, was observed at Tsuklakhang 
Monastery today with all the traditional 
rituals. [fotos: Karchoong Diyali]

No reduction 
in troops 
at Doklam: 
India
N  D , A  2 (PTI): 
India has not reduced its 
troops in Doklam, senior 
government of icials said 
today, rebutting China’s 
claim that the number of 
Indian security person-
nel at the tri-junction has 
come down.

They also asserted 
that there was a “status 
quo” at the Doklam for 
past six weeks.

The strong rebuttal 
came after Chinese for-
eign ministry issued a 
document today, saying 
the number of Indian 
troops was 40 by end of 
July from 400 in June.

“Over 400 people at 
one point, have put up 
three tents and advanced 
over 180 metres into 
the Chinese territory. As 
of the end of July, there 
were still over 40 Indian 
border troops and one 
bulldozer illegally stay-
ing in the Chinese terri-
tory,” the document said.

Countering Chines 
contention, sources here 
maintained that around 
350 Indian Army person-
nel have been in Dokalam 
for last six weeks after 
China tried to build a 
road in the area, trigger-
ing the standoff.

China also said that 
it has conveyed its irm 
stand to India that it 
must take “concrete ac-
tions” by immediately 
pulling back troops from 
Doklam with “no strings 
attached” to resolve the 
current standoff.

External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj last 
month had said that both 
sides should irst pull 
back their troops for any 
talks to take place.

India also conveyed 
to the Chinese govern-
ment that the road con-
struction would repre-
sent a signi icant change 
of status quo with seri-
ous security implications 

M , A  2 (PTI): 
After a 10-month pause, 
the Reserve Bank on 
Wednesday cut bench-
mark lending rate by 
0.25 per cent to over 
6-year low citing reduc-
tion in in lation risk, a 
move that will lower in-
terest on home, auto and 
corporate loans.

The repo rate, at 
which RBI lends to banks, 

is now down to 6 per 
cent, the lowest in more 
than six-and-a-half years.

The reverse repo, at 
which RBI borrows from 
banks, has been readjust-
ed accordingly by similar 
percentage point to 5.75 
per cent. The marginal 
standing facility (MSF) 
rate and the Bank Rate 
have also come down to 
6.25 per cent.

RBI had last cut the 
key lending rate by 0.25 
per cent in October 2016 
monetary policy, Urjit 
Patel’s irst as RBI Gov-
ernor. That was also the 
irst monetary policy 

which was decided by 
Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC).

“The decision of the 
MPC is consistent with a 
neutral stance of monetary 

policy in consonance with 
the objective of achieving 
the medium-term target 
for consumer price index 
(CPI) in lation of 4 per 
cent within a band of +/- 2 
per cent, while supporting 
growth,” Patel said after 
the third monetary policy 
review of the current iscal 
by the 6-member MPC.

Despite a cut in the 
benchmark lending rate, 

RBI retained its GDP 
forecast to 7.3 per cent.

Appreciating RBI’s de-
cision to cut interest rate, 
Economic Affairs Secre-
tary Subhash Chandra 
Garg said it is an import-
ant step to sustain growth 
and moderate in lation.

“We welcome the 25 
basis points cut in the 
repo rate as an import-
ant step necessary to 

converge toward the ap-
propriate real monetary 
conditions for sustained 
growth consistent with 
India’s potential and for 
stable, moderate in la-
tion,” he said.

However, the stock 
market, which had large-
ly factored in the cut, 
declined. While the BSE 
index Sensex slipped 

RBI cuts key rate by 0.25 pc; home, auto EMIs to be lower
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Narmada 
dam: Patkar’s 
hunger 
strike enters 
7th day
B , A  2 (PTI): 
Narmada Bachao An-
dolan (NBA) leader Med-
ha Patkar’s inde inite 
fast seeking proper reha-
bilitation of the families 
which would be displaced 
following closing of the 
gates of the Sardar Saro-
var Dam on Narmada en-
tered seventh day today.

Patkar was irm that 
she would not end her fast 
till the demand of proper 
rehabilitation of the af-
fected families was met, 
said Himshi Singh, one of 
the activists working for 
the displaced people.

Patkar has launched 
her agitation at Chidhal-
da village in Dhar dis-
trict. “Her health is OK,” 
Singh added.

An of icial of the Mad-
hya Pradesh Narmada 
Valley Development Au-
thority said the state gov-
ernment was reaching 
out to 7,010 affected fam-
ilies, “requesting” them 
to evacuate their houses 
in the dam’s catchment 
area in the state before it 
is submerged.

“Though the Supreme 
Court in February al-
lowed the MP govern-
ment to use force to evict 
people from the catch-
ment area after the July 
31 deadline, it (use of 
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WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 02 A :

Guru Thrunkar Tshe-
chu was celebrat-

ed here at Dzongchen 
Dargeyling Monastery in 
Rakdong, East Sikkim. A 
procession carrying the 
statue of Guru Rinpoche 
was taken out from the 
monastery early this 
morning travelling to 
Rumtek Monastery via 
Gangtok and inally re-

turning back to the mon-
astery.

Around 80 monks 
conducted prayers led 
by Dorjee Lopen of the 
Dzongchen Dargeyling 
Monastery. A cake cut-
ting ceremony was also 
held in the monastery to 
mark the birth anniver-
sary of Guru Rinpoche.

Advisor of the mon-
astery, TS Lepcha, deliv-
ered a sermon about the 

history of Guru Rinpoche 
to all the devotees. He 
also extended gratitude 
to all the devotees and 
monks for making the 
event a grand success.

Similarly, Samdong 
Monastery also observed 
Guru Thrunkar Tshe-
chu wherein a proces-
sion carrying Guru Rin-
poche’s statue travelled 
from the monastery to 
Dikchu bazaar.

Guru Thrunkar Tshechu celebrated
at Rakdong monastery

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 A :

Sikkim Republican 
Party [SRP] has stat-

ed that Sikkim can play 
an important role in the 
Gorkhaland movement 
by liaising with the Cen-
tre. The party has further 
demanded that the state 
government immediately 
take this issue up with 
the Union Cabinet.

Addressing a press 
conference today, SRP 
president, KB Rai, stat-
ed that the entire Indian 
Gorkha community is 
looking at Sikkim as their 
guardian so the Sikkim 
government should use 
all its powers, resourc-
es and MPs to convince 
the Centre on the impor-
tance of the formation of 
the State of Gorkhaland 
for Indian Gorkha people 
of the country. He add-

ed that as the matter is 
completely in the hands 
of the Centre, the Sikkim 
government can play an 
important and responsi-
ble role in this process.

However, Mr Rai al-
leged that the SDF gov-
ernment cannot take 
the matter up with the 
Centre considering the 
contradictory statements 
on the Gorkha commu-
nity given by the Chief 
Minister. Therefore, he 
claimed, that only a gov-
ernment led by SRP can 
talk to the Centre about 
Gorkhaland.

On the problems 
faced by vehicles and 
people of Sikkim in Sili-
guri, Mr Rai stated that 
instead of lashing out 
at the West Bengal CM, 
the Sikkim government 
should handle this issue 
diplomatically. 

SKM 
questions 
charging of 
entry fee for 
I-Day football 
tourney at 
Pakyong
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 A :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has alleged that 

Pakyong Football Associ-
ation has been charging 
Rs 10 as entry fee from 
spectators to watch the 
Independence Day foot-
ball tournament at St 
Xavier’s school ground 
at Pakyong which was 
kicked off on Tuesday. 

An SKM press release 
issued by its publicity 
secretary, Arun Uprety, 
has questioned the prac-
tice of charging entry 
fee for the tournament 
stating that the Indepen-
dence Day Celebration 
Committee at Pakyong 
has Transport Minister, 
DT Lepcha, as the chief 
convener. 

The release states 
that locals had raised 
their voice through 
newspapers and other 
mediums against the en-
try fee last year as well 
but the concerned de-
partment was silent on 
the matter. The party has 
demanded that the Vig-
ilance Department con-
duct an investigation into 
the earnings made last 
year from the entry fee. 

The party has further 
said that it will approach 
the court if the state gov-
ernment does not take 
appropriate action.

Sikkim can play important 
role in Gorkhaland 

movement: SRP

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 A : 

Managing Editor of 
New Indian Express 

group, senior journalist 
Prabhu Chawla, accom-
panied by Editor of Sun-
day Standard-New Delhi, 
Ravi Shankar, called on 
Speaker KN Rai at his 
of icial residence here at 
VIP Colony on 01 Aug, in-
forms a press release is-
sued by senior Personal 
Secretary to the Speaker, 
Meghraj Gurung.

During their short in-
teraction with the Speak-
er, the editors expressed 
their eagerness to know 
about the dif iculties 
and struggles faced by 
the SDF party in its for-

mation during NB Bhan-
dari’s regime and also 
the political scenario in 
Sikkim.

Being one of the 
founder-members of the 
SDF party, Mr Rai elabo-
rated all the issues focus-
ing on the ideology and 
strengths of the party.

Mr Rai also high-
lighted the various 
public centric works 
which have been car-
ried out by the present 
government since its 
formation. He further 
emphasized the leader-
ship of Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling and 
Sikkim’s achievements 
over the past two and a 
half decades.

Senior Journalists
call on Speaker

for it.
National Security Ad-

viser (NSA) Ajit Doval 
was in Beijing last month 
to attend the BRICS NSAs 
meeting.

During the vis-
it, Doval held bilateral 
meeting with State Coun-
cillor Yang Jiechi. Dobval 
and Yang are also Special 
Representatives of the 
boundary talks between 
the two nations.

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said during his 
talks with Doval, Yang 
“urged India to respect Chi-
na’s territorial sovereignty, 
the international law and 
the basic rules governing 
international relations and 
immediately pull back the 
trespassing India border 
troops to the Indian side 
of the boundary with no 
strings attached.”

No reduction 
in troops at 
Doklam...

SUMMIT REPORT
YUKSAM, 02 AUG: 

The constituency level 71st 
Independence Day celebra-

tion has begun at Tashiding in 
West Sikkim with the Open Se-
nior Boys football tournament 
being kicked off today.

Rinchenpong MLA, K S Lep-
cha, was present as the chief 
guest of the opening ceremony. 
Addressing, the opening cere-
mony, the chief guest congrat-
ulated the Independence Day 

celebration committee for or-
ganizing the constituency level 
Independence Day celebration 
at Tashiding and expressed his 
best wishes to the people of Yuk-
sam Tashiding Constituency. 

Apart from different cultur-
al programmes, the Open Senior 
Boys football tournament is the 
main attraction of the celebration.

Two matches were played 
on the opening day of the tour-
nament where the irst match 
was played between Rangit 

Construction football club and 
Sikkip football club. Rangit Con-
struction FC won the match in a 
penalty shootout.

The second match was dom-
inated by the home ground play-
ers Tashiding school team which 
won the match against RK foot-
ball club by 2-0. 

The programme was also 
addressed by BDO Chongrang, 
Tshering T Bhutia who is also 
the Chief Coordinator of ID-
CC-Tashiding while other guests 

of the opening ceremony were 
area MLA, Sonam Dadul Bhutia, 
Zilla Upa-adakshya (West), Lax-
mi Prasad Ka ley, SDM-Yuksam, 
Dr. Sonam Rinchen Lepcha, BDO 
Yuksam, Nickjey Lamu Bhutia, 
Zilla Panchayat members, Gram 
Panchayat members and other of-
icers from different departments.

The winner of the tourney 
will be awarded Rs 1 lakh as 
cash prize along with trophy and 
runner-up team will be awarded 
Rs 60,000 cash with trophy.

I-Day celebration begins at Tashiding
with football tournament
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 
03 August

Temp: 26°C /19°C
Forecast: A mix 
of rain and sun.
Sunrise: 06:00 AM
Sunset: 06:23 PM

You can
contact Summit 
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03592 208698
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8 teams 
to play for 
Chogyal 
Sir Tashi 
Namgyal 
Memorial Cup
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 A :

Eight teams are in 
the fray in the Inde-

pendence Day Football 
Tournament for the Ch-
ogyal Sir Tashi Namgyal 
Memorial Cup which is 
scheduled to begin here 
on 08 Aug at Paljor Sta-
dium. The tournament is 
being organised by Sik-
kim Football Association 
under the aegis of Home 
Department.

The participating 
teams are: Sikkim Aakra-
man Football Club, Sik-
kim Himalayan Sporting 
Club, D’zongri Football 
Club, State Sports Acade-
my, Sikkim Police Football 
Club, Royal United Sikkim 
Sporting Club, Boys Club 
and ARC, Shillong.

The inaugural match 
will be played between 
Sikkim Aakraman FC and 
Dzongri FC on 08 Aug.

The tournament is 
a part of the state-level 
Independence Day cele-
brations at Paljor Stadi-
um with the inal match 
scheduled for 15 Aug.

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 02 A : Sikkim 
Progressive Youth Forum 
[SPYF] has released its 
quarterly magazine ‘Naya 
Dristikon’ here at Press 
Club of Sikkim today. The 
inaugural function of the 
magazine was chaired 
by eminent writer, Bijay 
Kumar Subba, PCS pres-
ident, Bhim Rawat, and 
SUSA president, Patrus 
Lepcha, along with schol-
ars and students from 
different colleges and Sik-
kim University.

The inaugural edi-
tion of ‘Naya Dristikon’ 
has articles, stories and 
poems by students of 
schools and colleges 
mostly in Nepali and few 
in English. The magazine 
has also provided space 
for experienced writers.

In his address, Mr 
Subba appreciated the 
efforts of young students 
in taking out such a liter-

ary magazine when the 
reading habit has been 
on the decline. He en-
couraged the team of the 
magazine to provide new 
thoughts and perspective 
to the society through 
their works. He also con-
gratulated the team for 
the new initiative.

He stated that the 
present society needs 
young people who can 
bring change in the mind-
set of the people. He also 

stressed upon the need 
to preserve the language 
and to take it forward. 
He encouraged young 
writers to continue with 
their hard work to excel 
in their respective ields. 
Mr Subba suggested to 
the team to ensure equal 
participation and contri-
bution from women in 
the magazine.

PCS president, Mr 
Rawat, stated that this 
new magazine was a fur-

ther encouragement for 
literature in Sikkim. He 
also congratulated the 
young team on taking up 
such serious responsibili-
ties in the society and en-
couraged them to lead the 
society on the right path.

Likewise, SUSA pres-
ident, Mr Lepcha ex-
pressed his immense hap-
piness on the initiative 
taken by young students 
towards the preservation 
and development of lan-

guage and literature. He 
urged the team to encour-
age young generation 
towards productive and 
creative ways.

Speaking on ‘Naya 
Dristikon’, Shankar 
Sharma stated that the 
magazine is youth ori-
ented and gives priority 
to young writers of the 
State. Earlier, the func-
tion started with the wel-
come address by Rupen 
Karki.

GURU THRUNKAR TSHECHU PROCESSION IN GANGTOK
G , 02 A : On the occasion of Guru Thrunkar Tshechu today, a procession was taken out from Deorali Chorten which made its 
way through Gangtok town and back to the Chorten. [Rebyna Rana]

Sikkim Progressive Youth Forum releases quarterly magazine

from record high to end 
98.43 points lower at 
32,476.74, NSE’s Nif-
ty fell 33.15 points to 
10,081.50.

On the rate of price 
rise, Patel said: “The 
MPC observed that while 
in lation has fallen to a 
historic low, a conclusive 
segregation of transito-
ry and structural factors 
driving the disin lation is 
still elusive.”

Noting that the tra-
jectory of in lation in 
the baseline projection 
is expected to rise from 
current lows, he said the 
MPC decided to keep the 
policy stance neutral and 
to watch incoming data.

The MPC remains fo-
cused on its commitment 
to keep headline in lation 
close to 4 per cent on a 
durable basis, he added.

It has also stressed 
on an urgent need to re-
invigorate private invest-
ments, clear infrastruc-
ture bottlenecks and 
provide a major thrust to 
the Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana for affordable 
housing.

RBI said it is work-
ing in close coordination 
with the government to 
resolve large stressed 
corporate borrowings 
and recapitalise public 
sector banks.

The banking sector in 
India is reeling under Rs 
8 lakh crore of non per-
forming assets (NPAs) or 
bad loans, of which PSU 
banks alone account for 
over Rs 6 lakh crore.

Patel noted that the 
MPC will continue mon-
itoring movements in 
in lation to ascertain if 
recent soft readings are 
transient or if a more du-
rable disin lation is un-
derway.

“In its assessment 
of real activity, the MPC 
noted that while the 
outlook for agriculture 
appears robust, underly-
ing growth impulses in 
industry and services are 
weakening, given corpo-
rate deleveraging and the 
retrenchment of invest-
ment demand,” he said.

He further said that 
there is a scope for banks 
to cut rates further, es-
pecially for those sectors 
which have not bene ited 
in the past rate cuts.

RBI also said that 
it is not fully satis ied 
with the MCLR system 
and is studying that can 
move to a market-linked 
benchmark.

Four MPC members 
-- RBI Governor, Deputy 
Governor Viral V Acha-
rya, Chetan Ghate and 
Pami Dua were in favour 
of the monetary policy 
decision.

However, anoth-
er member Ravindra 
H Dholakia voted for a 
policy rate reduction of 
50 basis points, while 
RBI executive director 
Michael Debabrata Patra 
voted for status quo.

Commenting on RBI 
policy action, HDFC 
Chairman Deepak Parekh 
said: “I think it is a good 
move to the economy. I 
think it was expected and 
the MPC has taken a right 
decision.

RBI cuts key rate by 0.25 pc; 
home, auto EMIs to be lower

force) will be the last op-
tion,” he said.

He said the state gov-
ernment had made all the 
arrangements at the tem-
porary shelter homes built 
for the people who are still 
staying put in the catch-
ment area of the dam.

Other displaced 
people were given land 
against loss of land or 

monetary compensation 
as per the Rehabilitation 
and Resettlement (R&R) 
policy, he added.

A few project-affect-
ed people today staged a 
protest at Kalmal village 
in Dhar, burning an ef-
igy of Madhya Pradesh 

Narmada Valley Develop-
ment Minister Lal Singh 
Arya.

According to the NBA, 

40,000 families in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Barwani, 
Alirajpur, Khargone and 
Dhar districts face dis-
placement following the 
Union government’s nod 
for closing of the Sardar 
Sarovar Dam’s gates in 
neighbouring Gujarat. 
The closing of gates will 
increase the water level 
in the dam’s catchment 
area.

Narmada dam: Patkar’s hunger...
contd from pg01

N  D , A  2 
(PTI): The BJP today 
approached the Election 
Commission seeking re-
moval of the None Of The 
Above (NOTA) option 
in the upcoming Rajya 
Sabha election in Gujarat, 
a day after the Congress 
made a similar demand.

“It is submitted that 
use of NOTA in the up-
coming poll has become 
an issue of debate among 
the political parties and 
therefore, a proper con-
sensus should be made 
before the use of NOTA in 
election in Rajya Sabha,” 
the BJP said in a memo-
randum to the EC.

The saffron party said 
that since there was no 
secrecy for the voting in 
Rajya Sabha election, so, 
the purpose of NOTA is 
not much of use.

“Therefore, the BJP 
demands that direction 

for using NOTA option 
in the election for Rajya 
Sabha in the state of Gu-
jarat be withdrawn with 
immediate effect,” the 
BJP said.

Meanwhile, Minister 
of State of Parliamentary 
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi said the parties 
issue whip for these elec-
tions and NOTA option 
goes “against the nature 
of the whip”.

“NOTA is ine in case of 
direct elections but in case 
of Rajya Sabha elections, it 
should be withdrawn. This 
option should be eliminat-
ed as it creates confusion,” 
he said.

Yesterday, the Con-
gress had approached 
the EC against the use of 
NOTA option in the up-
coming Rajya Sabha elec-
tions, claiming it was vio-
lative of the Constitution 
and electoral laws.

After Cong, BJP
approaches EC over 
withdrawal of NOTA 

in Guj RS polls

B /N  D -
, A  2 (PTI): In-

come Tax sleuths today 
swooped down on 64 
properties linked to Kar-
nataka minister D K Shi-
vakumar, who was over-
seeing the stay of 44 Con-
gress MLAs from Gujarat 
at a resort near Bengalu-
ru, setting off a political 
storm ahead of the Rajya 
Sabha polls.

An I-T department 
of icial said that over Rs 
10 crore cash was recov-
ered during the raids in 
Karnataka and Delhi in 
connection with a case 
of alleged tax evasion in-
volving Shivakumar, a se-
nior Congress leader and 
the state Energy minister.

A “good amount” of 
jewellery has also been 
recovered from a teach-
er’s locker in a college 
in Bengaluru, the of icial 
said, claiming the locker 
is in the name of a rela-
tive of Shivakumar.

The searches had its 
echo in Parliament where 
protesting Congress 
members disrupted the 
proceedings and ques-
tioned its timing even as 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley insisted that the 
action had no connection 
with the upcoming Rajya 

Sabha polls in Gujarat.
Ahmed Patel, politi-

cal secretary to Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi, 
is one of the candidates 
and is facing a tough 
battle. Polls for 10 Rajya 
Sabha seats from Gujarat, 
West Bengal and Madhya 
Pradesh are due to be 
held on August 8.

Patel accused the BJP 
of indulging in an “un-
precedented witch-hunt” 
to win one Rajya Sabha 
seat. The I-T Department 
said the timing of the 
search was decided well 
in advance.

About half-a-dozen 
note-counting machines 
have also been brought 
at two locations in Saf-
darjung Enclave in Delhi 
and in Hasan and Mysuru 
in Karnataka to count the 
cash.

The of icial said the 
department is investigat-
ing Shivakumar in a case 
of alleged tax evasion 
and huge undisclosed in-
vestments in real estate 
and other sectors.

Certain investments 
linked to him in Singa-
pore and few other for-
eign locations are also 
under the scanner of the 
department, the of icial 
said.

I-T Dept raids K’taka
Energy minister, sparks

political storm
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Social Service
Scenario

At nearly two thousand NGOs, much 
more could have been achieved

The Sikkim Regulation of Societies, Associations 
and Other Voluntary Organizations Act was pro-

mulgated in 2008. Given the casual disinterest with 
which governments tend to follow-up policy commit-
ments  recorded in Bills and Acts which they tend to  
forget notifying so that they become rules and laws, it 
is any body’s guess whether this regulation has moved 
beyond a legislated Act and become a rule in practice. 
Be that as it may, a year after this Act was promulgat-
ed, the Legislative Assembly was informed that as per 
data available with the concerned department, there 
were 1,843 registered NGOs in Sikkim! The number 
had stumped the powers that be as well and the House 
was informed that the NGOs will be directed to sub-
mit their books of accounts details of activities. The 
idea was clearly to verify whether these were actual-
ly NGOs working on ground or just registered  bodies  
which stay in hibernation until the whiff of funds ar-
rives and they begin issuing press releases to dispel 
any notions that they have been dormant. It is unlikely 
that anything substantive came out of that proposed 
activity either because NGOs of the dormant kind are 
invariably linked to  those with ears in the corridors of 
power which pick up the faintest rustle of funds being 
processed and get rejuvenated accordingly. Of course, 
there are also several which started with good inten-
tions, but lacked the staying power. This condition 
is not unique to Sikkim, and when it comes to NGOs 
there is also the oddity of  “project developers” operat-
ing their own NGOs to spend their CSR commitments. 

Returning to numbers. With 1,843 registered NGOs, 
and this number could have grown in the past decade, 
Sikkim is arguably among the best serviced states in 
the world when it comes to the density of organisa-
tions engaged in ‘social service’. Put the numbers in 
perspective and one stares at a number that projects 
one NGO per 344 people in the State! Just to drive the 
point home, every set of 325 people in Sikkim, has an 
NGO dedicated to its welfare!! An NGO, by general un-
derstanding, is a citizens’ organisation. Because only 
conscious citizens join hands to engage in socially-pro-
ductive and not-for-pro it initiatives, NGOs are expect-
ed to be civil society collectives. By de inition, an NGO 
is a Non-Governmental Organisation. When the con-
cept began, they were genuinely NGOs in composition 
and conduct, in that they neither sought government 
representation, nor pursued government funding. 
Over time, the Government realised the effectiveness 
of these bodies in getting things done at the grassroots 
level and sought their assistance and used their com-
mitment to engage bene iciaries of State assistance, 
initiative and doles. It has been downhill ever since.

Now, in Sikkim as elsewhere in the country, too 
many NGOs are launched when new schemes and 
funds are sniffed. At times, the departments re lect 
the insider trading that one sees in stock markets, 
only in this case, NGOs are launched by sections close 
to hands that move iles. These sections get wind of 
funds arriving earmarked for speci ic NGO-managed 
programmes and a new non governmental organisa-
tion gets born or some other gets revived. Then there 
are groups which start earnest, but soon lose direction. 
There are also some NGOs that actually work hard, 
but only as programme implementers of ‘projects’ 
that have state sponsorship, not as organisations that 
identify people’s crises and then work without pro it 
to resolve the situations. NGOs that are genuinely civ-
il-society manifestations are the rarest. Look around, 
how many of the nearly two thousand NGOs registered 
in Sikkim do you think are open, competent, effective, 
earnest and durable? Now, imagine the social engage-
ment that could have happened if enough of these too 
many had all these attributes…

WRITE US: Readers are invited 
to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if  they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to 
be ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  

Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com

TAMAR FABER
theconversation.com

Jay-Z has cemented himself as a 
teacher and a leader in popular cul-

ture. He sparks conversations every 
time he releases a project, whether 
a book or an album. His 13th album, 
4:44 (Roc Nation), an intimate col-
lection of 10 songs, is no different. 
The conversational album tells the 
story of love and survival in a racially 
charged society and provides a jump-
ing-off point for thinking and talking 
about Black masculinity.

The structures of oppressive rac-
ism have led to many Black men and 
women to interpret vulnerability as a 
sign of emotional weakness and male 
bravado as a sign of strength. There-
fore, invulnerability has become an 
emotion to practise.

This performed masculinity 
runs rampant through mainstream 
hip-hop culture. Jay-Z and executive 
producer No I.D challenge these tra-
ditional notions of invulnerability 
and egocentric masculinity and con-
front themes of racism and Black love 
through their lyrics and their selec-
tion of R&B and reggae samples. 

Jay-Z is having a conversation 
with other Black male rappers on 
this album as he asks: “Y’all out here 
still takin’ advances, huh?” Here, he’s 
implying rappers are attached to the 
industry of music. By doing this, he’s 
asserting his independence, and con-
sequently his ability, to take artistic 
chances. He’s not beholden to anyone 
and can therefore construct his own 
image and discuss issues that aren’t 
necessarily popular.

In a followup video to his album, 
4:44 Footnotes, Jay-Z unpacks his lyr-
ics by talking about their meaning. He 
does this with a group of Black artists 
and athletes. He is not obscuring his 
target audience.

Jay-Z draws and bene its from the 
groundwork laid by feminist writers 
like bell hooks, Joan Morgan and Tri-
cia Rose. These scholars have worked 
to explain and uncover how corporate 
in luences, deeply rooted racism and 
the long-term impact of economic, 
social and political disempowerment 
have affected Black hip-hop artists.

HIP-HOP: ONE-DIMENSIONAL 
IMAGE OF BLACK MEN

“Like the men before me, I cut off my 

nose to spite my face” -4:44
Bar by bar throughout 4:44, Jay-Z 

peels off his con ident, invulnerable 
mask, revisiting Shawn (he was born 
Shawn Corey Carter) and revealing the 
moments that have de ined his past in 
the hopes of changing his future.

Hip-hop is the most popular 
genre of music in the United States. 
At the same time, hip-hop is a micro-
cosm of hegemonic ideals, promoting 
physical and inancial supremacy. 
Within popular hip-hop imagination, 
the rapper has been the embodiment 
of Black masculinity, igured as the 
cis-heterosexual hero. As these im-
ages emanate throughout social dis-
course, they perpetuate ideas about 
gender, sexuality, race and identity. 
For this reason, Black men are not 
often afforded the privilege to make 
mistakes and rebuild or self-criticize 
without being scrutinized by society.

That means there are limited op-
tions for what the Black male can 
represent: “rapper,” “menacing gang 
member,” “hustler,” “master of (het-
erosexual) sex.” As these labels per-
vade and populate hip-hop culture, 
male rappers effectively get portrayed 
as machismo spectacle,“ according to 
scholar Anthony Lamelle Jr.

Within the culture itself, this mas-
culinity gets positioned in stark op-
position to femininity, which is close-
ly associated to vulnerability and 
emotion. But the inability to be vul-
nerable, according to feminist scholar 
bell hooks, means there is an inability 
to truly connect with other people. 

Progressively, through his lyrics, 

Jay-Z attempts to rede ine his own 
masculinity. But he struggles with 
overcoming his own egomania. In his 
track Bam he explains that ego, as a 
survival strategy, is hard to shed. He 
admits to lying and cheating. He also 
attempts to confront his destructive 
consumption patterns.

Though he is aware of the inher-
ent racism and sexism woven into 
neoliberal capitalism, Jay-Z reveals in 
The Story of O.J. and Legacy that, like 
many, he is still attached to tradition-
al notions of wealth and accumula-
tion. He addresses the impact of toxic 
masculinity that permeates people’s 
lives — especially those marginalized 
by their race, gender and class.

HIP-HOP’S COOL GUY POSE 
LEAVES OTHERS BEHIND

“I promised, I cried, I couldn’t hold. I 
suck at love, I think I need a do-over” 
- 4:44

Bell hooks has been calling for 
the interrogation and rede inition 
of Black masculinity throughout her 
career. In her 2004 book, We Real 
Cool: Black Men and Masculinity, 
she explains how Black masculinity 
is viewed: fearless, insensitive, ego-
centric and invulnerable: therefore 
any emotions that interfere with this 
“cool” pose get blocked out.

The cultural devaluation of vul-
nerability in hip-hop is damaging, 
because hip-hop’s common themes 
continue to reinforce things like 
dominance and sexual prowess over 
women instead of romantic love and 
relationships. Also, the “cool” pose 

leaves women and queer people be-
hind.

Jay-Z’s surprising displays of vul-
nerability can be seen throughout the 
album. Jay-Z apologizes to his wife, 
Beyoncé, on the title track, 4:44. He 
raps: “I apologize, often womanize/ 
Took for my child to be born/ See 
through a woman’s eyes ….” He shows 
his acceptance of his mother Gloria’s 
sexuality on Smile: “Cried tears of joy 
when you fell in love, don’t matter to 
me if it’s a him or her.” Jay-Z is telling 
us, and especially young male con-
sumers of his music, that the inability 
to be vulnerable means an inability 
to feel. In her book, bell hooks ex-
plains: “If we cannot feel, we cannot 
truly emotionally connect with one 
another.” Stuck in this mindset, love 
becomes an unknown. Jay-Z is also 
working to rede ine himself as a rap-
per by imagining new spaces to exist 
whereby committed relationships 
and self-growth are also part of the 
“cool” pose.

At 47, Jay-Z has emerged as the 
leader in the progression of hip-hop, 
constantly opening up new possibili-
ties for where rap can go.

As hip-hop grows into its mid-40s 
(its approximate birth date is 1973), 
hopefully there will be others who 
continue to re-imagine what “cool” 
looks like. In doing so, they might 
disrupt the limited notions of what 
Black men can represent in popular 
culture and society.

[the writer is PhD Student, 
Communication and Culture, 

York University, Canada]

DOMINIK STECULA
theconversation.com

Fake news, or fabricated content deceptively pre-
sented as real news, has garnered a lot of inter-

est since the U.S. presidential election last fall.
Although hardly a new phenomenon, the global 

nature of the web-based information environment 
allows purveyors of all sorts of falsehoods and mis-
information to make an international impact. As a 
result, we talk of fake news and its impact not only 
in the United States, but also in France, Italy and 
Germany.

Even though the rise of fake news in recent 
months is undeniable, its impact is a different sto-
ry. Many argue that fake news, often highly parti-
san, helped Donald Trump get elected. There was 
certainly evidence of fake news stories getting a lot 
of traction on social media, at times even outper-
forming actual news stories.

However, a closer analysis shows even the most 
widely circulated fake news stories were seen by 
only a small fraction of Americans. And the persua-
sive effects of these stories have not been tested.

It’s likely that they were shared primarily as a 
way to signal support for either candidate, and not 
as evidence of news consumers actually believing 
the content of the story. This raises questions about 
whether fake news has any real impact at all and 
whether we, as a society, should be worried about 
it.

SEPARATING FACT FROM FICTION
The real impact of the growing interest in fake 
news has been the realization that the public might 
not be well-equipped to separate quality informa-
tion from false information. In fact, a majority of 
Americans are con ident that they can spot fake 
news. When Buzzfeed surveyed American high 
schoolers, they too were con ident they could spot, 
and ignore, fake news online. The reality, however, 
is that it might be more dif icult than people think.

I began to test that notion recently in a study 
I conducted on about 700 undergraduate students 

at the University of British Columbia.
The design was simple. I showed students a 

variety of screenshots of actual news website ban-
ners — ranging from established news sources like 
the the Globe and Mail, more partisan sources like 
Fox News and the Huf ington Post, online aggrega-
tors like Yahoo! News and social media outlets like 
Upworthy — and asked them to rate their legitima-
cy on a scale of zero to 100.

I also included actual screenshots of fake 
news websites, some of which gained prominence 
during the 2016 U.S. presidential election. One of 
these fake news sources was a website called ABC-
news.com.co, which is made to look like ABC News, 
and featured some false content that gained prom-
inence after it was retweeted by Eric Trump. The 
others were the Boston Tribune and World True 
News. 

The indings are troubling. Even though the 
sample group was mostly composed of politically 
sophisticated and engaged news consumers (by 
their own admission), the respondents attributed 
more legitimacy to fake news outlets like ABCnews.
com.co or the Boston Tribune than to Yahoo! News, 
an actual news organization.

Although these results are preliminary and part 
of a larger study, they are consistent with other re-
search: people, and especially young people, have a 
hard time separating good sources of information 
from questionable ones or determining whether a 
photograph is authentic or fabricated.

Furthermore, ideology seems to impact the as-
sessment of news legitimacy to a troubling degree. 
Left-leaning students see no difference between 
an extremist source like Breitbart and Fox News, 
which, in addition to right-wing partisan commen-
tary, also features news reporting that adheres to 
standard journalistic norms.

As a result, something that looks and feels real, 
like the Boston Tribune, is given more legitimacy 
than an actual news source that students are fa-
miliar with, but dislike for ideological reasons. In 
fact, something that looks and feels fake, like World 

True News, is given more legitimacy than a real 
news outlet.

All of this suggests that even though we have 
been fairly lucky in Canada to avoid the spread of 
fake news which has plagued recent elections in 
other developed nations, it doesn’t mean we’re im-
mune to the phenomenon. In many ways, the foun-
dation has been already laid.

CANADIANS POLARIZED TOO
According to research done by my colleague, Eric 
Merkley, Canadians are increasingly polarized 
along ideological lines, and this affective polar-
ization tends to trigger motivated reasoning — an 
unconscious, biased way of processing information 
which makes even smart people believe in false-
hoods that support their ideological and partisan 
predispositions.

Additionally, the fragmentation and digitization 
of the news media landscape is not an American 
phenomenon, but a global one. According to the 
most recent study, nearly 80 per cent of Canadi-
ans get their news online, and nearly 50 per cent 
get news on social media, a platform that greatly 
contributed to the spread of misinformation in the 
United States. Taken together, the conditions are 
ripe for fake news to take off in Canada.

Sadly, there’s no easy ix to the problem. Tweak-
ing algorithms — something Facebook and Google 
are trying to do — can help, but the real solution 
must come from the news consumers. They need to 
be more skeptical and better-equipped to rate the 
quality of information that they encounter.

A crucial part of that strategy should involve 
media literacy training and equipping news con-
sumers with tools that will allow them to gauge 
the legitimacy of the news source, but also become 
aware of their own cognitive biases.

The problem will only get worse without prop-
er action as more people get their news online and 
politics becomes more tribal and polarized.

[the writer is PhD candidate in political 
science, University of British Columbia]

The Real Consequences
of Fake News

Hip-hop’s vulnerable moment:
Jay-Z sets his emotions free
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ITBP inter-
company 
volleyball 
for I-Day
SUMMIT REPORT
C , 02 A :

The 11th Battalion of 
Indo Tibetan Bor-

der Police organized an 
inter-company volley-
ball tournament at the 
Battalion Headquarter 
here at Chungthang to-
day as a part of the up-
coming Independence 
Day celebration.

The opening cere-
mony was had Comman-
dant-11th Bn, Rajesh 
Kumar Tomar, as chief 
guest.

In the irst match, ‘C’ 
Company outplayed ‘A’.

SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 02 A :

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visited Assam on 

Tuesday to take stock of the 
lood situation in the North-

eastern state. Good for As-
sam and well done Prime 
Minister.

While going to and re-
turning from Assam, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi lew 
over West Bengal parts of 
which too are under water 
due to loods. Although the 
state is in the light path from 
Delhi to Assam and back, 

no Prime Ministerial visit 
for West Bengal. No luck for 
Bengal and not so well done 
Prime Minister.

Agreed that the lood sit-
uation in West Bengal is not 
of the same magnitude as 
that of Assam, but thousands 
are marooned and have lost 
life; home and hearth to the 
loods as hectare after hect-

are of crop standing in the 
ields have been wasted in 

this state too.
A stopover, or even a ly 

past over the affected areas 
of the state was probably due. 

But, that was not to happen.
The inequitable approach 

rakes up an unsavoury de-
bate. Is it because Assam, 
which now has a BJP gov-
ernment, merited the Prime 
Minister’s attention and not 
so West Bengal? It may not be 
true at all, but who can stop 
tongues from wagging?

Floods this year is turning 
out to be a major source of 
suffering for people in many 
parts of the country. The 
Prime Minister’s home state 
Gujarat has suffered devasta-
tion from recent loods. And 

so it was very correct for the 
Prime Minister to visit Gujarat 
to assess the damage.

If elections later this year 
in Gujarat had anything to do 
with Modi’s prompt visit to 
his home state post loods one 
does not know. But, visiting 
Gujarat prior to visiting the 
Northeast where over a 100 
persons have died and count-
less affected by loods and 
landslides across Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur and 
Mizoram between April and 
July led to a dollop of criticism.

If visiting Assam was to 

de lect that criticism, again 
one does not know, then by 
that same yardstick, why not 
hop in and out of West Bengal 
while lying to Assam from 
Delhi and back? Yes, the Prime 
Minister is a busy person, who 
has a tight schedule, but peo-
ple affected in this state may 
not be out of line to expect a 
humane touch from him.

There is more reason why 
this pass up was a wasted 
opportunity. The West Ben-
gal chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee has alleged that 
the inundation in the state is 

“man made”, and the ingers 
of accusation are trained at 
excess water release by the 
Damodar Valley Corporation 
(DVC), a Government of India 
enterprise.

An inspection of the affect-
ed sites by the Prime Minister 
would have gone a long way 
to ensure such induced in-
undation, if the Bengal CM’s 
allegation is accurate, does 
not occur in future or the ef-
fects are minimized at least.
But, that was not to be. What 
is sauce for the gander is not 
sauce for the geese?

Natural calamity, a Prime Minister and many states

K , A  2 
(PTI): Nepal Prime Min-
ister Sher Bahadur Deu-
ba, who took over from 
Maoist leader Prachanda 
in a power- sharing deal 
in June, will visit India on 
his irst of icial trip over-
seas from August 23, a 
media report said today.

Deuba’s ive-day state 
visit will come at the invi-
tation of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, The Kath-
mandu Post reported.

The 71-year-old vet-
eran Nepali politician 
known for his close ties to 
India took over the reigns 
of Nepal when the Hima-
layan nation was navi-
gating a political turmoil 
over the implementation 
of the Constitution and 
unrest in the southern 
plains due to the Madhesi 
agitation.

Deuba had played a 
key role in bringing the 
Madhes-based parties 
on board for the second 
phase of the local-level 
polls held on June 28. His 
visit will come ahead of 
the third and inal phase 
of the polls scheduled for 
September 18.

Deuba’s visit will fo-
cus on implementing the 
past accords that were 
signed during his visits 
to India in 1996, 2002 
and 2004 as prime min-
ister.

“We have received 
two clear instructions 
from the prime minis-
ter,” two senior of icials 
engaged in the prepara-
tions for the visit told the 
Post.

“First, the prime 
minister is keen to im-
plement the past agree-

ments reached during 
his three visits to India. 
While dwelling on the 
status of the India-fund-
ed projects, the prime 
minister also plans to 
discuss the issues, if any, 
that have impeded the 
projects,” said a senior 
of icial.

“Second, the prime 
minister has told of icials 
that there must be some 
concrete outcome from 
the visit,” the of icial told 
the daily.

The Rs 30,000-crore 
bi-national Pancheshwar 
Multipurpose Project 
and other energy and in-
frastructure related proj-
ects are likely to be high 
on the agenda during 
Deuba’s visit.

The project aims to 
produce 5,000 MW of 
electricity.

In 1996, Deuba and 
then Indian prime min-
ister PV Narasimha Rao 
had held discussions 
on reviewing the 1950 
Peace and Friendship 
Treaty and expediting 
the implementation of 
the Mahakali Treaty, in-
cluding the Pancheshwar 
Multipurpose Project 
and its inancing model, 

Saptakoshi High Dam, 
Sunkoshi Diversion, Kar-
nali Multipurpose Project 
and Budhi Gandaki Hydro 
Electricity Project, among 
others, the report said.

In 2002, India and 
Nepal had agreed for the 
early conclusion of the 
Agreement for Mutual 
Legal Assistance and up-
dating the Extradition 
Treaty and construction 
of four Integrated Check-
Posts along the Nepal-In-
dia border, it added.

Both sides had called 
for a plan of action for 
the early commencement 
of the Pancheshwar Mul-
tipurpose Project. But a 
detailed project report is 
yet to be completed.

“Time has come for 
both sides to ind out 
why there has not been 
desired progress on 
several understandings 
reached in the past,” 
the Post quoted Dinesh 
Bhattarai, foreign rela-
tions adviser to Deuba 
as saying.

Deuba is likely to visit 
Bodh Gaya in Bihar and 
Tirupati Balaji Temple 
in Andhra Pradesh after 
concluding his engage-
ments in New Delhi.

Nepal PM Deuba to visit India
from August 23: Report

COURIER COMPANY’S VEHICLE TORCHED AT 27 MILE ON NH 10
G , 02 J : A vehicle belonging to a courier company, Safe Express, was torched at 27 Mile along NH 
10 today at around 4 p.m. The vehicle was going towards Siliguri from Jorethang. It is learnt that the vehicle is 
owned by a resident of Teesta and was not carrying any goods when the incident occurred. Today’s incident 
took place at the same spot where a Sumo vehicle was set ablaze on 18 July.

Kokrajhar (Assam), Aug 2 (PTI): 
The Assam government today set 
up a special investigation team 
to probe the killing of All BTC Mi-
nority Students’ Union president 
La iqul Islam Ahmed.

The ABMSU has demanded a 
CBI inquiry and immediate remov-
al of the Kokrajhar superintendent 
of police over the killing. The Con-
gress has also called for a probe by 
the investigation agency.

Ahmed was gunned down by 
two motorcycle-borne assailants 
yesterday when he had gone to 
buy tiles at a shop at Titaguri mar-
ket in Kokrajhar. The shop-keeper 
was seriously injured.

The SIT will be headed by DSP 
(headquarters) Prakash Medhi.

Director-General of Police 
Mukesh Sahay, who reached 
Kokrajhar last night, reviewed 
the situation along with BTC chief 

Hagrama Mohilary and senior of i-
cials of the district administration.

Additional security forces have 
been deployed in the district to 
prevent any untoward incident.

One person, identi ied as Im-
tiaz Ali, has been arrested in con-
nection with the killing, he said.

Meanwhile, Ahmed’s body was 
handed over to his family today.

His last rites were performed 
though ABMSU leaders had earlier 
said it would not let it happen till 
the culprits were nabbed.

Earlier in the day, ABMSU gen-
eral secretary Shahkamal Khan-
dakar had said, “We believe it was 
a political killing and there was a 
deep-rooted conspiracy behind it. 
That is why we demand a CBI in-
quiry into it.”

The ABMSU also demanded the 
immediate removal of the Kokra-
jhar superintendent of police.

The killed has triggered wide-
spread protests in the district and 
other areas of lower Assam.

Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal had held a high-level meet-
ing with the civil and police adminis-
tration late last night and had asked 
the authorities to launch a search to 
nab the culprits within 24 hours.

Condemning the killing, Sonow-
al had called upon the people to 
maintain peace and harmony and 
stay away from rumour mongers.

The Congress, AIUDF, AGP, BPF, 
CPI(M), AASU, KMSS, DYFI, SFI and 
SMSS have condemned the killing 
and demanded a high-level inquiry 
into the incident.

Meanwhile, a 24-hour bandh 
called by the ABMSU was observed 
in Kokrajhar to protest the killing. 
Schools, colleges and shops were 
closed and few vehicles were vis-
ible during the bandh.

Assam forms SIT to probe ABMSU
president’s killing

Corruption 
has spread 
tentacles in 
all key areas 
of State: SC
N  D , A  2 (PTI): 
Corruption has spread its 
wings in all the key areas 
of the State and is a hin-
drance to the develop-
ment of the country, the 
Supreme Court today said.

The apex court said 
the menace of corruption 
paralyses the functioning 
of the key areas of the 
state administration.

“Corruption has 
spread its tentacles al-
most on all the key areas 
of the State and it is an im-
pediment to the growth of 
investment and develop-
ment of the country.

“If the conduct of ad-
ministrative authorities is 
righteous and duties are 
performed in good faith 
with the vigilance and 
awareness that they are 
public trustees of people’s 
rights, the issue of lack 
of accountability would 
themselves fade into in-
signi icance,” it said.

A bench comprising 
justices Kurian Joseph 
and R Banumathi made 
these critical remarks in 
a judgement upholding 
the conviction of for-
mer Uttar Pradesh chief 
secretary Neera Yadav 
and another IAS of icer 
Rajiv Kumar in the cas-
es arising out of an over 
two-decade old land al-
lotment scam in Noida.

The court said tack-
ling corruption is going 
to be a priority task for 
the government and it 
has to take “stern” steps 
to combat the menace.

“The government has 
been making constant 
efforts to deal with the 
problem of corruption. 
However, the constant 
legislative reforms and 
strict judicial actions 
have still not been able 
to completely uproot the 
deeply rooted evil of cor-
ruption. This is the area 
where the government 
needs to be seen taking 
unrelenting, stern and 
uncompromising steps.

“Leaders should think 
of introducing good and 
effective leadership at the 
helm of affairs; only then 
bene its of liberalisation 
and various programmes, 
welfare schemes and pro-
grammes would reach the 
masses. Lack of aware-
ness and supine attitude 
of the public has all along 
been found to be to the 
advantage of the corrupt,” 
the court said.

It said due to the 
uncontrolled spread of 
consumerism and fall in 
moral values, corruption 
has taken deep roots in 
the society.
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T  (C ), A  2 
(AFP): The China-Pakistan Friend-
ship Highway runs over 1,300 kilo-
metres from the far western Chi-
nese city of Kashgar through the 
world’s highest mountain pass and 
across the border.

For China, the two-lane thor-
oughfare symbolises a blossoming 
partnership, nourished with tens 
of billions of dollars of infrastruc-
ture investment.

But for many Pakistani busi-
nessmen living and working on 
the Chinese side of the border, the 
road is a one way street.

“China says our friendship is as 
high as the Himalayas and as deep 
as the sea, but it has no heart,” 
said Pakistani businessman Mu-
rad Shah, as he tended his shop in 
Tashkurgan, 120 kilometres from 
the mountain pass where trucks 
line up to cross between China’s 
vast Xinjiang region and Pakistan.

“There is no bene it for Paki-
stan. It’s all about expanding China’s 
growth,” Shah said, as he straight-
ened a display of precious stones.

The remote town of around 9,000 
is at the geographic heart of Beijing’s 
plans to build a major trade artery -- 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) -- connecting Kashgar to 
the Arabian Sea port of Gwadar.

The project is a crown jewel of 
China’s One Belt, One Road (OBOR) 
initiative, a massive global infra-

structure programme to revive the 
ancient Silk Road and connect Chi-
nese companies to new markets 
around the world.

In 2013, Beijing and Islamabad 
signed agreements worth USD 46 
billion to build transport and en-
ergy infrastructure along the cor-
ridor, and China has upgraded the 
treacherous mountain road better 
known as the Karakoram Highway.

While both countries say the 
project is mutually bene icial, data 
shows a different story.

Pakistan’s exports to China fell 
by almost eight per cent in the sec-
ond half of 2016, while imports 
jumped by almost 29 per cent.

In May, Pakistan accused China 
of looding its market with cut rate 
steel and threatened to respond 
with high tariffs.

“There are all of these hopes and 
dreams about Pakistan exports,” 
said Jonathan Hillman, a fellow at 
the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies in Washington.

“But if you’re connecting with 

China, what are you going to be 
exporting?”

One answer is Nigerian “male 
enhancement” supplements: ex-
pired medications which Pakistani 
merchants in the oasis city of Ho-
tan recently peddled to bearded 
Muslims walking home from Fri-
day prayers.

The products were typical of 
the kinds of small consumer goods 
brought by Pakistani traders into 
Xinjiang: medicine, toiletries, 
semi-precious stones, rugs and 

handicrafts.
Pakistani businessmen in Xin-

jiang see few bene its from CPEC, 
complaining of intrusive security and 
capricious customs arrangements.

“If you bring anything from 
China, no problem,” said Muham-
mad, a trader in the ancient Silk 
Road city of Kashgar, who declined 
to give his full name.

But he said tariffs on imported 
Pakistani goods are “not declared. 
Today it’s ive per cent, tomorrow 
maybe 20. Sometimes, they just 
say this is not allowed”.

Three years ago, Shah was 
charged between eight and 15 
yuan per kilo to bring lapis lazuli, 
a blue stone. The duty has since 
soared to 50 yuan per kilo, he said.

Customs of icials told AFP the 
“elements in luencing prices were 
too many” for them to offer a “de i-
nite and detailed list” of costs.

While large-scale importers 
can absorb the tariffs, independent 
Pakistani traders have bene ited 
little from CPEC, said Hasan Kar-
rar, political economy professor at 
the Lahore University of Manage-
ment Sciences.

Alessandro Ripa, an expert on 
Chinese infrastructure projects 
at Ludwig Maximilian University 
Munich, said the highway “is not 
very relevant to overall trade” be-
cause “the sea route is just cheap-
er and faster”.

The project is better under-
stood as a tool for China to promote 
its geopolitical interests and help 
struggling state- owned companies 
export excess production, he said.

Traders also face overbearing 
security in China.

Over the last year, Beijing has 
looded Xinjiang, which has a large 

Muslim population, with tens of 
thousands of security personnel 
and imposed draconian rules to 
eliminate “extremism”.

Businessmen complain they 
are not allowed to worship at local 
mosques, while shops can be closed 
for up to a year for importing mer-
chandise with Arabic script.

In June, on the 300 kilometre 
trip between Kashgar and Tash-
kurgan, drivers were stopped at 
six police checkpoints, while their 
passengers had to walk through 
metal detectors and show identi i-
cation cards. Signs warn that of i-
cials can check mobile phones for 
“illegal” religious content.

Police of icers interrupted an 
interview in Tashkurgan to de-
mand a shopkeeper hand over his 
smartphone and computer for in-
spection, an event he said occurs 
several times a week.

Shah said that when he irst 
arrived in the town, the intrusive 
security made him nervous: “But 
now I’m used to it. I almost feel like 
I’m one of the police.”

For Pakistanis, China ‘friendship’ road runs one way

B , A  2 
(AFP): Neymar informed 
his teammates he is leav-
ing Barcelona, a club 
spokesperson con irmed 
today, as his potential 
world record move to 
Paris Saint-Germain 
moved a step closer.

“The player came to 
train as scheduled and 
announced to his team-
mates that he is leaving,” 
said the source.

“The coach has given 
him permission to not 
train and to manage re-
solving his future.”

Speculation over the 
25-year-old’s future has 
dominated the irst few 
weeks of new Barca boss 
Ernesto Valverde’s reign 
with PSG reportedly will-
ing to pay Neymar’s 222 
million euro (USD 260 
million) buyout clause.

Such a fee would 
smash the current record 
89.3 million (USD 111 mil-
lion, 105.2 million euros) 
Manchester United paid 
for Paul Pogba last year.

Neymar arrived back 
in Barcelona on Tuesday 

from a leeting promo-
tional tour to China.

He turned up for 
training at 9am local 
time (0700GMT) today, 
but left less than an hour 
later.

Presuming both clubs 
don’t come to a late 
agreement, the buyout 
clause would have to be 
paid to Barcelona via 
Spain’s La Liga to free the 
player from the contract 

he signed last year and 
runs until 2021.

However, La Liga 
president Javier Tebas 
has threatened not to 
accept PSG’s money over 
what he perceives as a 
failure on the French 
side’s part to comply 
with UEFA’s inancial fair 
play rules (FFP).

Clubs can be sanc-
tioned by UEFA for mak-
ing a loss of more than 

30 million euros over a 
three-year period.

“We will not accept 
this money from a club 
like PSG,” Tebas told Ma-
drid sports daily AS on 
Wednesday.

“Especially when this 
club is infringing rules 
and laws.”

Barcelona have also 
threatened to report PSG 
to UEFA over any poten-
tial breach of FFP.

PSG have already 
been ined and saw 
their Champions League 
squad limited by UEFA 
for breaches of FFP in 
2014.

Winning the Cham-
pions League for a irst 
time is the dream driving 
PSG’s owners Oryx Qatar 
Sports Investments (QSI) 
to fund a deal that could 
herald the start of a new 
era at the elite level of 

European football.
Since QSI’s takeover 

in 2011, PSG have failed 
to make it beyond the 
quarter- inal stage in re-
cent seasons - most no-
tably blowing a 4-0 irst 
leg lead to lose 6-1 to a 
Neymar- inspired Barce-
lona in the last 16 of last 
season’s competition in 
March.

Prising Neymar from 
the grip of Barca would 
truly announce PSG’s 
presence as a contend-
er for the likes of Barca, 
Real Madrid and Bayern 
Munich to fear.

Neymar has formed 
one of the deadliest 
strike partnerships in 
football history with ive-
time World Player of the 
Year Lionel Messi and 
Luis Suarez over the past 
three seasons.

Together they have 
won two La Liga titles, 
a Champions League 
and three Spanish Cups, 
whilst Neymar has 
scored 105 goals and 
provided 80 assists in 
just 186 games.

Yet, one justi ication 
for Neymar to jump ship 
on top of the reported 
offer to triple his sala-
ry to 30 million euros 
net a season, is a desire 
to move out of Messi’s 
shadow if he is to end the 
Argentine and Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s decade-long 
dominance to win the 
Ballon d’Or.

Neymar’s four-year 
spell in Spain has also 
been overshadowed by 
the murky transfer deal 
which brought him to 
Barcelona from Santos in 
2013.

He and his parents as 
well as Barca president 
Josep Maria Bartomeu 
face charges of fraud and 
corruption in an ongo-
ing case brought by DIS, 
a Brazilian investment 
company.

DIS owned 40 per-
cent of the players’ rights 
at the time of the deal 
and believe they were 
deliberately cheated out 
of their real share due to 
the complex structure of 
the transfer.

Neymar tells Barca teammates ‘he is leaving’No brotherly 
love as Daman 
admin’s 
‘Rakhi’ order 
withdrawn
N  D , A  2 (PTI): 
In a controversial move, 
women employees of the 
Daman and Diu admin-
istration were asked to 
tie ‘Rakhi’ to their male 
colleagues on upcoming 
Rakshabandhan festival, 
but the order was with-
drawn within a day fol-
lowing an uproar.

In a circular issued 
to the employees in the 
tiny union territory, Dep-
uty Secretary, Personnel, 
Gurpreet Singh, said it 
has been decided by the 
administration to cele-
brate the festival of Rak-
shabandhan on August 7.

“In this connection, 
all of ices and depart-
ments shall remain open 
and celebrate the festi-
val collectively at a suit-
able time wherein all the 
lady staff shall tie Rakhi 
to their colleagues,” the 
circular issued yesterday 
said.

It also said the atten-
dance report should be 
furnished by 5 pm the 
next day.

However, the circular 
was withdrawn in less 
than 24 hours following 
adverse reactions from 
employees and general 
public.

When contacted, Singh 
admitted issuing the cir-
cular following a directive 
from his superiors.

“Yes, I have issued the 
circular as directed by 
my superiors. But it was 
withdrawn today after 
receiving adverse reac-
tions,” Singh told PTI.

Asked why it was 
issued, Singh said the 
circular was issued to 
spread “brotherhood” 
among the staff.

The union territory 
comes under the admin-
istrative control of the 
Union home ministry.

M , A  2 (PTI): 
The colourfully illumi-
nated building of Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC) here 
was the centre of attrac-
tion for the city residents 
yesterday, when the his-
toric structure entered 
into the 125th year of its 
existence.

Beside the grand 
lighting, a glittering cere-
mony was held in the civ-
ic body’s premises to cel-

ebrate the completion of 
124 years of the building.

On the occasion, 
Shiv Sena chief Uddhav 
Thackeray, whose party 
controls the civic body, 
kicked off the inaugural 
session of the year-long 
celebrations.

The construction of 
the building, which hous-
es the country’s largest 
and richest civic body, 
began on April 25, 1889 
and was completed on 

July 31, 1893 with a cost 
of Rs 11,19,686, accord-
ing to a statement issued 
by the BMC.

The lighting will con-
tinue to be put up for 
public viewing from Au-
gust 1 to August 15.

Arthur Crawford, on 
whom the famous Craw-
ford market in south 
Mumbai is named, was 
the irst municipal com-
missioner of the civic 
body.

BMC building enters 125th year 
with luminous celebration

M , A  2 (PTI): The RBI to-
day continued to fault banks for not 
passing on the entire bene it of its 
rate cuts, saying it was unsatis ied 
with the MCLR and considering a 
new market-linked benchmark to 
ensure a better transmission.

The central bank said there 
was more scope for banks to lower 
lending rates in certain segments.

“The experience with the 
MCLR system introduced in April 
2016 for improving monetary 
transmission has not been entirely 
satisfactory,” RBI Deputy Governor 
Viral Acharya told reporters after 
the apex bank announced its third 
bi-monthly monetary policy re-
view for 2017-18.

He said the Reserve Bank has 
constituted an internal study 
group across several clusters on 
“various aspects of the MCLR sys-
tem and to explore whether linking 
of the bank lending rates could be 
made direct to market determined 
benchmarks going forward”.

This group will be submitting 
its report by September 24 this 
year, he added.

Acharya was quick to add that 
the incremental bene it from the 
marginal cost of funds based lending 
rates (MCLR), introduced in April 
2016 as an alternative to the earlier 
system of base rate, was positive.

It can be noted that even after 
the introduction of the MCLR and 
rate cuts that happened, the RBI 
has been repeatedly complaining 
about banks not doing enough to 
pass on the full bene it of its rate 
actions to the borrowers and help 
revive the sagging private invest-
ment for economic growth.

Governor Urjit Patel today said 
banks have been selective in their 
rate cuts in aggressive segments 
like home and auto loans, but 
there are many other segments, 
especially those, where borrowers 
are still tied to the base rate, where 
they can do more.

“Given the liquidity conditions 
prevailing and that we have re-
duced policy rates by substantial 
amount since start of easing cycle, 
I think there is scope for banks to 
reduce lending rate for those seg-
ments. So far, they have not bene-

ited to the full extent of our policy 
rate cuts.”

Acharya said the ongoing resolu-
tions on the NPA front will also help 
in better transmission as the banks’ 
balance sheet stress is resolved.

He also announced that the 
Reserve Bank will be coming out 
with inal guidelines on tripartite 
repo to deepen the corporate bond 
market, which, by working as an 
alternative to the bank lending, 
will also force banks to tinker with 
the rates quickly.

Apart from these measures, 
Acharya also announced that the 
RBI is forming a high level task-
force to help develop a “compre-
hensive near real-time public cred-
it registry,” which will evaluate the 
existing public and private infra-
structure for credit information, 
assess any data gaps, study the 
best international practices and 
provide a roadmap.

“The objective is to improve 
not just the credit assessment by 
inancial lenders, but also of the i-

nancial lenders themselves,” Acha-
rya added.

RBI unsatisfi ed with
MCLR, asks banks to lower

rates further
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR SUCCESS MORNING

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:02/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 93K 44298
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 44298 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
08116 13565 37461 38922 65253
72244 80077 85857 86682 92888
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
13566 20126 24803 32914 35957
38236 51909 84196 84869 89067
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0441 1128 3276 3950 5607 5609 7525 7950 8027 9826
5th Prize Rs.500/-
2739 3244 4395 4563 4739 7089 7122 8832 9015 9644
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0107 0147 0485 0644 0658 0741 0890 1008 1106 1372
1432 1526 1558 1589 1636 1795 1807 1866 1936 2040
2100 2115 2391 2495 2544 2574 2585 2722 2755 2756
3016 3128 3181 3218 3363 3568 3720 3790 3824 3895
4356 4537 4559 4569 4646 4663 5042 5196 5441 5452
5551 5579 5649 5672 5673 5769 5772 5817 5919 6108
6125 6198 6214 6370 6474 6603 6704 6746 6791 6808
6923 7107 7336 7351 7454 7459 7594 7751 7761 7794
7883 7896 7945 7985 8032 8056 8082 8102 8200 8458
8466 8474 8492 8980 9117 9224 9274 9834 9907 9908
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FAITHFUL

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:02/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 85D 44345
   (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 44345 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
19752 28494 33973 37674 44001
53333 59875 89191 93243 93800
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
00756 07820 13063 22647 62337
80552 87989 92022 95280 96875
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0997 1584 1869 3677 5357 6398 7420 7584 8552 8650
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0142 3268 5274 5811 6702 6878 8093 8660 9722 9760
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0064 0186 0192 0195 0323 0350 0371 0607 0777 1016
1136 1308 1326 1428 1739 1784 1786 1856 1912 2246
2247 2461 2829 2915 2998 3001 3011 3020 3024 3075
3107 3282 3491 3611 3633 3654 3776 3925 4063 4287
4464 4577 4709 4786 4802 4918 4945 5259 5343 5451
5492 5541 5647 5681 5771 5788 6022 6418 6542 6579
6736 6746 6823 6839 6882 6896 7039 7052 7081 7122
7129 7132 7148 7303 7307 7310 7395 7703 8156 8170
8208 8423 8466 8481 8512 8568 8585 8703 8747 8781
8853 8885 8895 9043 9201 9436 9578 9724 9863 9901
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR PARROT EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:1 DrawDate on:01/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 96E 46577
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 46577 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01612 05616 19911 42543 47894
62864 70381 86317 88997 90244
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
28409 37174 40241 43989 54976
67414 70276 83118 93929 94797
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0078 1778 3244 5677 6131 6445 6590 8428 9023 9055
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1095 1883 2524 3810 5230 6016 6566 7156 7208 8108
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0079 0110 0138 0150 0297 0380 0396 0473 0561 0576
0614 0632 0741 0977 1059 1062 1124 1216 1375 1435
1532 1598 1710 1730 2004 2029 2051 2065 2092 2349
2458 2475 2665 2700 2764 2794 2796 2808 2990 2993
3014 3137 3172 3226 3359 3902 4065 4132 4249 4253
4282 4791 5036 5117 5176 5187 5272 5301 5331 5656
5695 5783 6323 6360 6473 6502 6504 6508 6792 6845
6881 6904 6934 6985 7015 7109 7128 7172 7373 7519
7761 7828 8010 8067 8277 8515 8523 8568 8710 8807
8976 9174 9284 9408 9630 9704 9720 9742 9744 9838
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

K J M VARMA 
B , A  2 (PTI): 
China today said it has 
conveyed its irm stand 
to India that it must take 
“concrete actions” by im-
mediately pulling back 
troops from Doklam in the 
Sikkim section with “no 
strings attached” to re-
solve the current standoff.

Providing the details 
of the July 28 meeting be-
tween National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval and 
State Councillor Yang 
Jiechi for the irst time, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
told PTI that the two of-
icials exchanged views 

on BRICS cooperation, 
bilateral relations and 
relevant major problems.

Doval was in Beijing 
last month to attend the 
BRICS -- Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, South Africa 
-- NSAs meeting. Doval 
and Yang are also the 

Special Representatives 
of the boundary talks be-
tween the two nations.

Yang held bilater-
al meeting with Doval 
“at his request and in 
accordance with the 
practice”, the ministry 
said in a written reply 
to a question about the 
discussions relating to 
the standoff at Doklam 
which began when Chi-
na started constructing a 
road in the area.

“Yang Jiechi ex-
pressed China’s stern 
positions and explic-
it requirements on the 
trespass of Indian border 
troops into China’s terri-
tory at the Sikkim section 
of China-India bound-
ary,” it said, indicating 
that there was no break-
through during the talks 
between Doval and Yang.

India’s position on 
the issue was made clear 

by External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj last 
month, saying both sides 
should irst pull back 
their troops for any talks 
to take place, favoring 
a peaceful resolution of 
the border standoff. In-
dia also conveyed to the 
Chinese government that 
the road construction 
would represent a sig-
ni icant change of status 
quo with serious security 
implications for it.

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said during his 

talks with Doval, Yang 
also “urged India to re-
spect China s territorial 
sovereignty, the interna-
tional law and the basic 
rules governing interna-
tional relations and im-
mediately pull back the 
trespassing India border 
troops to the Indian side 
of the boundary with no 
strings attached and re-
solve the current incident 
with concrete actions.” 

The Foreign Ministry 
also posted a 15-page fact 
sheet with maps and other 

details about the standoff 
since it began on June 16. 
Bhutan had protested to 
China, saying that the area 
belonged to it and accused 
Beijing of violating agree-
ments to maintain status 
quo until it is resolved. 
The fact sheet said on 
June 18 about 270 Indian 
troops entered more than 
100 meters into the Chi-
nese territory to “obstruct 
the road building of the 
Chinese side, causing ten-
sion in the area”.

“Over 400 people at 
one point, have put up 
three tents and advanced 
over 180 meters into the 
Chinese territory,” it said.

“As of the end of July, 
there were still over 40 
Indian border troops and 
one bulldozer illegally 
staying in the Chinese 
territory,” it said.

New Delhi has ex-
pressed concern over the 

road building, apprehend-
ing that it may allow Chi-
nese troops to cut India’s 
access to its northeastern 
states. Doka La is the In-
dian name for the region 
which Bhutan recognises 
as Dokalam, while Chi-
na claims it as part of its 
Donglang region. Of the 
3,488-km-long India-Chi-
na border from Jammu 
and Kashmir to Arunachal 
Pradesh, a 220-km section 
falls in Sikkim.

The fact sheet said 
the standoff occurred 
in an area where there 
is a clear and delimited 
boundary.

“This makes it funda-
mentally different from 
past frictions between the 
border troops of the two 
sides in areas with unde-
limited boundary. The In-
dian border troops cross-
ing of the already delimited 
boundary is a very serious 

incident as it violates China 
s sovereignty and territori-
al integrity,” it said.

The fact sheet said 
that no such attempt 
would be tolerated by 
any sovereign state.

“The fact of the mat-
ter is that it is India 
which has attempted 
time and again to change 
the status quo of the Chi-
na-India boundary in the 
Sikkim Sector, which pos-
es a grave security threat 
to China,” it said.

“The China-Bhutan 
boundary issue is one be-
tween China and Bhutan. 
It has nothing to do with 
India. As a third party, In-
dia has no right to interfere 
in or impede the boundary 
talks between China and 
Bhutan, still less the right 
to make territorial claims 
on Bhutan s behalf,” the 
fact sheet added.

“No country should 

ever underestimate the 
resolve of the Chinese 
government and people 
to defend China s territo-
rial sovereignty. China will 
take all necessary mea-
sures to safeguard its le-
gitimate and lawful rights 
and interests,” it warned.

“The incident took 
place on the Chinese side 
of the delimited bound-
ary. India should immedi-
ately and unconditionally 
withdraw its trespassing 
border troops back to the 
Indian side of the bound-
ary. This is a prerequisite 
and basis for resolving 
the incident,” it added.

The fact sheet said 
China values the growth 
of good- neighborly and 
friendly relations with 
India and is committed 
to maintaining peace and 
tranquility in the border 
area between the two 
countries.

Pull back troops from Doklam with ‘no strings attached’: China to India

Pakistan’s former petroleum minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi has been elected as prime minister by 
the country’s National Assembly. Mr Abbasi takes over ive days after the Supreme Court dismissed 

former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif for allegedly concealing assets. The ruling Pakistan Muslim League 
wants Nawaz Sharif to be succeeded by his younger brother Shahbaz Sharif, the Chief Minister of Punjab. 
Mr Abbasi will therefore serve as interim leader until Shahbaz Sharif can be elected to the National As-
sembly in a by-election to ill his brother’s vacant seat, in around 45 days time.

LALIT K JHA 
W , A  2 
(PTI): India is allowed to 
construct hydroelectric 
power facilities on trib-
utaries of the Jhelum and 
Chenab rivers with cer-
tain restrictions under 
the 1960 Indus Waters 
Treaty (IWT), the World 
Bank has said.

The World Bank’s 
comments came as of i-
cials from India Pakistan 
concluded the secre-
tary-level talks over the 
IWT.

Pakistan opposes 
the construction of the 
Kishanganga (330 mega-
watts) and Ratle (850 
megawatts) hydroelec-
tric power plants being 
built by India in Jammu 
and Kashmir, the global 
lender said in a fact sheet 
issued yesterday.

Noting that the two 
countries disagree over 
whether the technical 
design features of the 
two hydroelectric plants 
contravene the treaty, 
the World Bank said the 
IWT designates these 
two rivers as well as the 
Indus as the “Western 
Rivers” to which Pakistan 
has unrestricted use.

“Among other uses, 
India is permitted to con-
struct hydroelectric pow-
er facilities on these riv-
ers subject to constraints 
speci ied in annexures to 
the treaty,” the Bank said 
in its fact sheet.

It noted that the talks 
on the technical issues of 

the IWT took place this 
week “in a spirit of good-
will and cooperation”.

The parties have 
agreed to continue dis-
cussions and reconvene 
in September in Wash-
ington DC, it said in a 
separate statement. In 
the lengthy fact sheet, 
the World Bank said Pa-
kistan asked it to facil-
itate the setting up of a 
Court of Arbitration to 
look into its concerns 
about the designs of the 
two hydroelectric power 
projects.

On the other hand, 
India had asked for the 
appointment of a neutral 
expert to look into the 
issues, contending the 
concerns Pakistan raised 
were “technical” ones. 
The IWT was signed in 
1960 after nine years of 
negotiations between In-
dia and Pakistan with the 
help of the World Bank, 
which is also a signatory.

The World Bank’s 
role in relation to “dif-
ferences” and “disputes” 
is limited to the desig-
nation of people to ful il 
certain roles when re-
quested by either or both 
of the parties, the fact 
sheet said.

Earlier, in a letter 
dated July 25, the World 
Bank had assured Indian 
Ambassador to the US 
Navtej Sarna its “contin-
ued neutrality and im-
partiality in helping the 
parties to ind and ami-
cable way forward.” 

The two countries 
last held talks over the 
two projects in March 
this year during the 
meeting of the Perma-
nent Indus Commission 
(PIC) in Pakistan.

Pakistan had ap-
proached the World 
Bank last year, raising 
concerns over the de-
signs of two hydroelec-
tricity projects located 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
It had demanded that 
the World Bank, which 
is the mediator between 
the two countries under 
the 57-year-old water 
distribution pact, set up 
a court of arbitration to 
look into its concerns.

The international 
lender had in Novem-
ber 2016 initiated two 
simultaneous processes 
for appointing neutral 
expert and establishing 
of a court of arbitration 
to look into technical 
differences between the 
two countries in con-
nection with the proj-
ects. The simultaneous 
processes, however, 
were halted after In-
dia objected to it. After 
that, representatives 
of the World Bank held 
talks with India and Pa-
kistan to find a way out 
separately. The talks be-
tween the two nations 
over the treaty come 
amid tensions between 
them after a number of 
terror attacks in India 
by Pakistan-based ter-
ror groups.

India permitted to
construct Kishanganga, Ratle

projects: WB
Apple CEO 
Tim Cook says 
he is bullish 
about India
New York, Aug 2 (PTI): 
Apple CEO Tim Cook has 
said he is very “bullish” 
and “optimistic” about 
India, a market where 
the company is bringing 
all of its “energies” to ex-
pand footprint.

“We are investing 
in India...we’ve already 
launched an app accel-
erator center. That’s on 
top of working with the 
channel and looking at 
expanding our go-to-
market in general,” Cook 
said during the compa-
ny’s third quarter earn-
ings call yesterday.

In response to a ques-
tion on the company’s 
thoughts about India, 
Cook said Apple has be-
gun to produce the iP-
hone SE in India during 
the quarter and “we’re 
really happy with how 
that’s going”. 

“And so we’re bring-
ing all of our energies to 
bear there...And so I’m 
very, very bullish and 
very, very optimistic 
about India,” he said.

Cook said he sees a lot 
of similarities between 
where the Indian market 
is now and where China 
was several years ago.

Apple had in May 
said that it began initial 
production of a “small 
number” of iPhone SE 
in Bengaluru and would 
start shipping to domestic 
customers. The Karnataka 
government had in Febru-
ary announced Apple Inc’s 
proposal to commence 
initial manufacturing op-
erations in Bengaluru. The 
phones will be manufac-
tured by Wistron, a Tai-
wanese OEM for Apple.

The ‘App Accelerator’ 
in Bengaluru is an initia-
tive that would provide 
support to Indian devel-
opers and enable them 
transform the design 
and performance of their 
apps on its mobile oper-
ating system iOS.

Cook was among a 
select group of CEOs who 
had met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in June in 
Washington during the 
Indian leader s visit to 
the US capital for his irst 
bilateral meeting with 
President Donald Trump. 

B , A  2 (PTI): 
Human-caused carbon 
dioxide emissions may 
put 53 million people in 
India at the risk of protein 
de iciency by 2050 due to 
a decline in the nutrition-
al value of rice, wheat, 
and other staple crops, a 
study warned today.

If carbon dioxide 
(CO2) levels continue 
to rise as projected, the 
populations of 18 coun-
tries may lose more than 
ive per cent of their di-

etary protein by 2050, 
according to the indings 
by researchers at Har-
vard T H Chan School of 
Public Health in the US.

They estimate that an 
additional 150 million 
people may be placed at 
the risk of protein de i-
ciency because of elevat-
ed levels of CO2 in the 
atmosphere. This is the 
irst study to quantify 

this risk.
“This study highlights 

the need for countries 
that are most at risk to 
actively monitor their 
populations’ nutrition-
al suf iciency, and, more 
fundamentally, the need 
for countries to curb hu-
man-caused CO2 emis-
sions,” said Samuel My-
ers, senior research sci-
entist at Harvard.

Globally, 76 per cent 
of the population de-
rives most of their dai-
ly protein from plants, 
according to the study 
published in the journal 
Environmental Health 
Perspectives.

To estimate their 
current and future risk 

‘Warming may put 53 mln Indians
at protein de iciency risk’

of protein deficiency, the 
researchers combined 
data from experiments 
in which crops were 
exposed to high con-
centrations of CO2 with 
global dietary informa-
tion from the United Na-
tions and measures of 
income inequality and 
demographics.

They found that un-
der elevated CO2 con-
centrations, the protein 
contents of rice, wheat, 
barley, and potatoes de-
creased by 7.6 per cent, 
7.8 per cent, 14.1 per 
cent, and 6.4 per cent, re-
spectively.

The results suggest-
ed continuing challenges 
for Sub Saharan Africa, 
where millions already 
experience protein de-
iciency, and growing 

challenges for South 
Asian countries, includ-
ing India, where rice and 
wheat supply a large por-
tion of daily protein.

The researchers 
found that India may 
lose 5.3 per cent of pro-
tein from a standard diet, 
putting a predicted 53 
million people at new 
risk of protein de icien-
cy. They also found that 
CO2-related reductions 

in iron content in staple 
food crops are likely to 
also exacerbate the al-
ready signi icant prob-
lem of iron de iciency 
worldwide.

Those most at risk 
include 354 million chil-
dren under ive and 1.06 
billion women of child-
bearing age - predomi-
nantly in South Asia and 
North Africa - who live 
in countries already ex-
periencing high rates of 
anaemia and who are ex-
pected to lose more than 
3.8 per cent of dietary 
iron as a result of this 
CO2 effect.
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

ARIES: Guard your heart well to-
day, Aries. It’s a prime target for the 
abrasive words being tossed around. 
Your sensitivity leaves you feeling 
alone and naked in the harsh atmo-
sphere. You might be better off  stay-
ing in bed. If you decide to go out, 
be prepared. Know your weaknesses 
so you can use your energy resourc-
es most effi  ciently.  
TAURUS: A position involving 
power and authority is opening 
up, and you’re the perfect one for 
the job, Taurus. Today’s astrolog-
ical aspect is helping you fi nd the 
necessary confi dence and physical 
strength. You have the emotional 
and physical boost you need to feel 
good about your leadership abilities. 

This is a time to take control of the 
situation.  
GEMINI: Sticks and stones may 
break your bones, but names will 
never hurt you, Gemini. The prob-
lem with today’s energy is that there 
just may be some sticks and stones 
tossed in your direction. Be on the 
lookout for such airborne adversi-
ty. Powerful forces are operating 
with emotional aggression. War can 
break out if you aren’t careful. Try 
to maintain the peace. You may need 
to seek shelter.  
CANCER: Emotionally speaking, 
things might get tense for you to-
day as others demonstrate a rather 
selfi sh attitude, Cancer. Remember 
that selfi shness isn’t always con-

sidered negative. Sometimes it’s 
healthy and necessary to take on a 
self-centered role. Remember that 
you need to take care of number one 
at all times. Don’t try to pick a fi ght 
when other people also demonstrate 
this behavior.  
LEO: You might be quite stirred 
by the general energy today, Leo. 
“Stirred” may be too light a word. 
Put on your armor and get ready to do 
battle. Others may cower when they 
see what’s going on outside, but you 
will want to jump into the fray. Strong 
emotions are the weapons of the day. 
Everyone knows that you have a 
strong arsenal in this department.
VIRGO: Move in for the kill today, 
Virgo. Don’t stop until you succeed. 

Don’t let other people’s insecurities 
become yours. Have confi dence in 
yourself and the way you act around 
others. Just because someone else 
feels sad, that doesn’t mean you have 
to just to make him or her feel better. 
The best thing you can do is turn the 
situation around by exhibiting happi-
ness and a fun-loving attitude.     
LIBRA: Now is the perfect time to 
say something you’ve been meaning 
to say for quite a while, Libra. Get 
it out in the open. Keeping it inside 
is only eating away at your internal 
mechanisms. Stop worrying about 
the consequences and make the 
move. Today is a day to be bold and 
aggressive. Other people might re-
spond similarly, so if you dish it out, 

be sure you can take it.  
SCORPIO: Your opinions might 
be the focus of conversation all day, 
Scorpio. You have a very strong will 
that you aren’t afraid to express. You 
will get that chance. Enlighten oth-
ers with your wealth of knowledge. 
Take control of the conversation and 
accept the mental challenge of trying 
to win other people over to your side. 
Whether you’re successful or not, 
you will have a good time trying.  
SAGITTARIUS: Your sensitive 
heart may be touched by anger to-
day, Sagittarius. Don’t be afraid of 
hurting other people’s feelings as 
you express this emotion. You’d be 
doing yourself and other people a 
disservice by not revealing the true 

scope of your emotions. The other 
parties involved may not have all 
the facts necessary to make the most 
educated decision. Aid this process 
by revealing your perspective.  
CAPRICORN: You might feel a 
great deal of physical power today, 
Capricorn. If someone asks you to 
help move a couch, you’re likely to 
be able to pick the whole thing up by 
yourself. Don’t sell yourself short. 
You have more internal strength 
than you reveal to others. There’s no 
need to hide it any longer. Make use 
of this great power.  
AQUARIUS: The train is headed out, 
so you’d better hop on, Aquarius. Peo-
ple won’t be too sympathetic to your 
emotional sob story today, so keep 

it quiet. Whining will most certainly 
get you kicked off  the train altogether. 
The energy of today is teaching you to 
toughen up. Don’t take it personally, 
but realize that there are important les-
sons to learn. One is to know when to 
be silent and obedient. 
PISCES: Jump into action with 
energy today, Pisces. Order oth-
ers around and delegate tasks for 
a change. An aggressive approach 
is what’s needed, and you have the 
ability to deliver the goods. Trying 
to do everything yourself may seem 
like a great idea at fi rst, but you’re 
better off  enlisting help so others 
can feel more involved and you can 
concentrate on doing a better job on 
fewer tasks.
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03RD AUGUST
WORLD HISTORY
1492: Christopher Columbus, set 
sail from the port of Palos de la 
Frontera, in southern Spain and 
headed for Cipangu, i.e. Japan. 
The voyage took him to the pres-
ent-day Americas. His squadron 
consisted of three small ships, the 
Santa Maria, the Pinta, and the 
Nina.
1610: Henry Hudson of England 
discovered a great bay on the east 
coast of Canada and named it for 
himself. 
1873: Inventor Andrew S. Hal-
lidie successfully tested a cable 
car he had designed for the city 
of San Francisco. Hallidie made 
the irst cable car trip aboard his 
Nob Hill Line traveling down Clay 
St. from Knob Hill to Kearney and 
then back up.
1911: Airplanes were used for 
the irst time in a military capac-
ity when Italian planes reconnoi-
tered Turkish lines near Tripoli.
1914: Germany invaded Belgium 
and declared war on France at the 

onset of World War I. The German 
plan for victory in France was 
known as the Schlieffen Plan, and 
was based on a quick strike and 
the capture of Paris.
1923: Calvin Coolidge was sworn 
in as the 30th president of the 
United States, following the death 
of Warren G. Harding.
INDIAN HISTORY
1780: An East India Company 
force under Captains Popham 
and Bruce captured the famous 
Gwalior fort in a daring nighttime 
raid, scaling the walls with 12 
grenadiers and 30 sepoys. With 
its capture, the British governor 
Warren Hastings restored the fort 
to the Ranas of Gohad. 
1886: Maithli Saran Gupta, 
the famed writer of Panchvati, 
Yashodhara, and Saket was born 
on this day at Chirgaon in Jhansi. 
1985: Baba Amte received Ra-
mon Magsaysay award for public 
service.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

PUPPY LOVE: Kate Upton was all smiles with her dog 
Harley during an appearance on Good Day New York in 
New York City.

bollybuzz!!!

The One Direction guys 
sure have a lot of his-

tory together – and that 
includes their friendships 
with former member, Zayn 
Malik. When Malik sudden-
ly left the group in March 
2015, it caused a rift in his 
friendships with the rest 
of the boys, especially his 
former best friend in the 
band, Louis Tomlinson.
Tomlinson, 25, dropped by 
Andy Cohen Live on Mon-
day, July 31, and opened 
up about where he stands 
with the “Still Got Time” 
singer two years after 
Malik’s headline-making 
move. As reported last 
month, Tomlinson’s late 
mother, Johannah Deakin, 
who passed away in De-
cember, wanted her son to 
make amends with his old 
friend. He revealed he has 
since connected with his 
ex-bandmate, fulfilling his 
late mother’s wish.

“We got back in touch 
with each other and kind of 
cleared the air and talked 
everything through. So we’re 
mates again, I suppose,” the 
“Back to You” singer said. 
“Like anything like that, it 
takes time. But it was nice 

that we had an opportuni-
ty to clear the air and be 
adults about it, I suppose,” he 
said.”My mum said, ‘You’ve 
got to get back in contact 
with Zayn. Life’s too f--king 
short. A mother’s intuition 
is just f--king crazy. It always 
felt supernatural to me. My 
mum always knew what I 
was feeling and what I want-
ed,” he said in an interview 
with The Sun on July 20.

Back during the height 
of One Direction’s success, 
Malik and Tomlinson were 
inseparable.

“I could always break the 
rules a little bit with Zayn. 
So after that whole thing, it 
was that brotherly love. We 
will always have that love 

BURYINGTHEHATCHET

LOUIS TOMLINSON REVEALS HIS FRIENDSHIP
WITH ZAYN MALIK IS BACK ON

for each other. I can’t speak 
on behalf of him but we re-
ally care about each other,” 
he told the newspaper. They 
have both released their 
own solo projects since, and 
Tomlinson even became a 
father, to son Freddie Tom-
linson, in January 2016. 
They can now both move 
on from any bad blood and 
work on getting back to 
re-establishing the tight 
bond they once had.

The Blue Whale suicide game is believed to 
be a social media group which is encourag-
ing people to kill themselves. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of posts relating to the 
sick trend on Instagram. What’s even worse 
is that the suicide of a Mumbai teenager last 
week is being linked to the Blue Whale Chal-
lenge. The boy, a class 9 student living in the 
Andheri suburb, had allegedly discussed the 
game with his friends, who had thought he 
was joking when he talked 
about suicide. He even told his 
friends he would not come to 
school anymore.

Reports say that before 
committing suicide he clicked 
a photo of himself standing on the parapet 
of the terrace and posted in his instagram 
account. 

It’s thought a group administrator assigns 
daily tasks to members, which they have to 
complete over 50 days. The horri ic tasks in-
clude self-harming, watching horror movies 
and waking up at unusual hours, but these 

gradually get more extreme.
On the 50th day, the controlling manipula-

tors behind the game reportedly instruct the 
youngsters to commit suicide. The horrifying-
ly dangerous game has been linked to at least 
130 teen deaths across Russia and police in 
the UK have now started warning parents 
about the challenge.

The creator of the Blue Whale Challenge, 
Philipp Budeikin (22), was sentenced to three 

years in prison. In an interview, 
Budeikin confessed to have 
been directly involved in incit-
ing suicide in 17 cases, although 
he disregarded claims of the 
Blue Whale Challenge claiming 

130 lives across Russia and Europe.
The Blue Whale Challenge began in 

2013. The administrators/curators of 
the challenge contact the players online 
and give them 50 tasks spread over 50 
days. The players are supposed to send 
photographic proof of the challenge be-
ing completed

CHILLING CHALLENGE: WHAT IS THE
BLUE WHALE SUICIDE CHALLENGE

Sushant Singh Rajput is all 
geared up for his upcom-

ing ilm, Chanda Mama Door 
Ke in which we will see him 
playing the role of an astro-
naut. Just recently SSR had 
gone for his training at NASA. 
Interestingly, it’s for the irst 
time any Bollywood actor has 
gone to NASA for training. 
The Dhoni actor participat-
ed in various workshops and 
training regimes there which 
helped him understand the 
life of an astronaut practically 
in the best possi-
ble manner. 

U.S. Space & 
Rocket Centre said in an of-
icial statement, “We would 

like to welcome Youth Icon 
and promising Indian Actor, 
Sushant Singh Rajput for un-
dergoing this training sched-
ule, including the important 
training regimes such as, ‘Fly-
ing a Space Shuttle Simulator’ 
or ‘Lunar Module/Mars Land-
er Simulation’, ‘Experiencing 
Zero G’, ‘1/6’, ‘Wearing a pro-
fessional Space Suit’, ‘Flying a 
multi-axis trainer’ and ‘Dock-
ing the shuttle to the ISS’. We 
congratulate him on his de-
cision and also applaud the 
prudent advice of his director 
to make things more authen-
tic rather than just following 
basic scripts, concepts and 
virtual technologies. We wish 
Sushant all the success for the 
training and for his ilm and 
also commend his efforts in 
the wake of educating people 
back there in India through 
the learnings he will take 
back from here. We hope he 
will not only use this knowl-
edge for on-screen perfection 
but also be socially involved 
in educating people about 

the future of it, especially in a 
nation, which is an emerging 
powerhouse in Aeronautical 
Engineering and Space and 
Research Programmes today; 
a land that has produced leg-
endary astronauts.”

Film’s producer Viki Ra-
jani also spoke about NASA 
and lead actor Sushant Singh 
Rajput. He said, “We are very 
honored and privileged to be 
pioneering the irst of its kind 
ilm in Bollywood and that 

Sushant Singh 
Rajput is the very 
Indian actor to 

train at NASA. The director 
Sanjay Puran Singh Chauhan 
has worked on the script and 
the technical detailing for 
the last seven-eight years. All 
this together will go a long 
way in putting together a tru-
ly authentic space odyssey.”

SUSHANT SINGH RAJPUT DONS A SPACESUIT DURING
HIS NASA TRAINING FOR CHANDA MAMA DOOR KE

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER


