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R , 30 A  (IPR): 
The Court of Civil 
Judge-cum-Judicial Mag-
istrate was inaugurated 
today by Chief Justice of 
the High Court of Sikkim, 
Mr Justice Satish Kumar 
Agnihotri, at Rangpo, 
East Sikkim. 

The function was also 
attended by Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling 
as the chief guest and 
had the august presence 
of Judges of the High 
Court of Sikkim, Justice 
Meenakshi M. Rai and 
Justice Bhaskar Raj Prad-
han, Minister Law & Par-
liamentary Affairs, RB 
Subba, along with a host 
of other dignitaries.

Addressing the func-
tion, the Chief Justice 
pointed out the happy 
coincidence that the in-
auguration of the Court 
complex in Rangpo 
Sub-Division coincided 
with the auspicious occa-
sion of Buddha Purnima.  

Expressing happi-
ness at the inauguration 
of yet another Court at 
the Sub-Division level, 
this one coming after 
Chungthang and Soreng, 
the Chief Justice high-

lighted that Court was a 
place where people can 
ventilate their grievanc-
es and seek justice, and 
added that the people of 
Rangpo and surrounding 
areas will no longer have 

to travel to Gangtok for 
matters that can be tried 
in the new Court.  

He added that the addi-
tion of this new infrastruc-
ture in a place like Rangpo, 
which is the gateway to 

Sikkim, was a signi icant 
milestone and sends out 
a very positive message 
about the image of the 
State administration. 

He recorded his 
thankfulness towards 
the Chief Minister and 
the State Government for 
coming up with courts 
at the sub-division level 
throughout the State. 

He informed that a 
similar court in Jore-
thang South Sikkim is 
nearing completion.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Chief Minister 
stated that it was a special 
day because justice for 
the people of Rangpo and 
vicinity will now be deliv-
ered at their doorsteps.

He reiterated the 
commitment of the State 
Government to strength-
en the judicial system in 
the State through ade-
quate infrastructure-cre-
ation and upgradation 
and nurturing of re-

quired human resource. 
He stated that the 

State Government will 
continue to provide re-
quired number of minis-
terial staff in the District 
and Sessions Courts in 
the State. The CM added 
that the State Govern-
ment was making every 
effort to improve the 
quality and speed of jus-
tice delivery with a sin-
cere aim to ensure equal 
access to justice for all. 

He shared some of 
the state-of-the-art ju-
diciary infrastructure 
created by the State 
Government such as the 
High Court Building and 
the High Court Museum, 
among several others.  

For legal education, 
the Government Law Col-
lege in Gangtok is ensur-
ing qualitative education, 
he said, adding that there 
were also plans to open a 
National Law University 
in the State.

The Chief Minister re-
corded his appreciation 
for the new initiatives 
taken by the Judiciary in 
Sikkim especially under 
Chief Justice Satish Kumar 
Agnihotri. The integration 
of information technology 
into the daily function-
ing is one such initiative 
which has gone a long way 
in easing the process, en-
suring speedy delivery of 
judgements, and reducing 
cost, he remarked.

Meanwhile, directing 
his address to the stu-
dents in the audience, the 
Chief Minister exhorted 
them to inculcate good 
values and virtues so that 
they can face the world. 
He urged them to move 
beyond certi icate-based 
education and embrace 
life-based education. It 
takes effort to be a good 
human being, but it is the 
sign of ultimate success, 
he said. 

COURT OF CIVIL JUDGE-CUM-JUDICIAL MAGISTRATE INAUGURATED IN RANGPO

Signi icant milestone which sends out positive
message on image of State administration: CJ
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West Bengal: 
13 killed, 25 
injured after 
nor’wester 
strikes
K , A  30 (PTI): 
At least 13 people were 
killed and over 25 injured 
after lightning struck 
them during a nor’wester 
that hit different parts of 
West Bengal last night, a 
senior of icial of the state 
disaster management said 
today. Of the 13 , three 
each died in Nadia, Mur-
shidabad and North 24 
Parganas districts, and 
two each in Dakshin Dina-
jpur and Malda. “Most of 
them were outside their 
house and working in 
their ields while lightning 
struck them,” he said.

Among the four per-
sons injured due to light-
ning strike in Purulia dis-
trict, two of them were 
reported to be critical, 
the of icial said. Alerts 
were issued across all the 
blocks in the districts and 
necessary precautionary 
measures were taken, in 
view of the warnings is-
sued by the weather de-
partment, he said.

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 30 A : 
Leading scholars and policy mak-
ers will be gathering in Gangtok 
for the Sikkim Summit for Tribal 
Status 2018 to be held on 03 and 
04 May here at Manan Kendra. The 
summit is an initiative by Eleven 
Indigenous Ethnic Communities of 
Sikkim [EIECOS] in collaboration 
with Sikkim Commission for Back-
ward Classes [SCBC], government 
of Sikkim and Social Justice, Em-
powerment & Welfare Department 
[SJEWD], government of Sikkim.

The main objective of the sum-
mit is to deliberate on the realiza-
tion of Scheduled Tribe status for 
eleven left-out communities of 
Sikkim thereby making Sikkim a 
Tribal State. It is informed that this 
unique initiative has been taken to 
bring leading scholars and policy 

makers together to present their 
views on the demand for tribal sta-
tus to Sikkimese Nepali communi-
ty members.

The summit will have for-
mer Tribal Affairs Minister and 
current president of All India 

Adivasi Congress, KC Deo, acade-
mician and leading Tibetologist 
with expertise in geopolitical 
matters between India, China 
and Tibet, Claude Arpi, former 
Secretary to Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs, Hrushikesh Panda, Su-

preme Court advocate, Shomona 
Khanna, former Vice Chancellor 
of Sikkim University, Prof TB 
Subba, leading anthropologist 
and Director of Indira Gandhi 
Rashtriya Manav Sanghralaya, 
Prof Sarit K Chaudhuri and for-

mer Speakers of Sikkim Legisla-
tive Assembly, DN Thakarpa and 
KT Gyaltsen among key speak-
ers. The summit will also have 
Joint Secretary to Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs, G Ramesh Kumar 
as an observer.

Addressing a press conference 
here today, Sikkim Commission 
for Backward Classes Chairper-
son, TN Sharma mentioned that 
the State Government led by the 
Chief Minister Pawan Chamling 
has been working on inclusive pol-
icies for the protection, upliftment 
and welfare of every community 
of Sikkim. He added that the state 
government has been working re-
lentlessly to convince the Central 
government regarding the recog-
nition of eleven left-out communi-
ties of Sikkim and making Sikkim a 
Tribal State.

Mr Sharma informed that EI-
ECOS and stakeholders have also 
submitted representations to the 
concerned authorities. The sum-
mit will have technical and brain-
storming sessions and will docu-
ment opinion and suggestions of 
experts and anthropologists on 
this issue, he said. 

“The summit will also pass 
Gangtok Resolution which will be 
submitted to the Central Govern-
ment,” he said.

The press conference was also 
attended by Lok Sabha MP, PD Rai, 
Tourism Minister, Ugen T Gyatso 
Bhutia, Roads & Bridges Minister, 
GM Gurung and Social Justice & 
Welfare Minister, Tulshi Devi Rai. 
A small booklet on introduction 
to Sikkim Summit for Tribal Status 
was also released during the press 
conference.

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 30 A :

The YN Bhandari Sm-
riti Puraskar for jour-

nalism was awarded to 
senior journalist Subash 
Rai, in a function held at 
Tara Palace today. The 
award was instituted 
by the family of Late YN 
Bhandari, who launched 

the irst ever Nepali daily 
in 1978. He passed away 
in 2016.

The award was in rec-
ognition of his career in 
journalism starting from 
Sikkim Observer in 1995. 
He has worked in several 
other publications such 
as Gangtok Times, Sik-
kim Now and is currently 

the Managing Editor at 
Summit Times. 

Tourism Minister, 
Ugen T Gyatso attend-
ed the function as the 
chief guest accompa-
nied by his Cabinet 
colleagues, Agricul-
ture Minister, Somnath 
Poudyal and IPR Minis-
ter, AK Ghatani.

Two-day Sikkim Summit to discuss ST status for 11 left-out communities

G , 30 A  (IPR): 
With an aim to improve 
the socio economic stan-
dard and sustainable 
livelihood under the 
National Family Bene it 
Scheme (NFBS), the De-
partment of Social Jus-
tice, Empowerment and 
Welfare awarded the in-
centives to widows and 
distributed sewing ma-
chines to members of the 
Scheduled Caste com-
munity of four districts 
of Sikkim here at the de-
partment’s Conference 
Hall, Lumsey today.

The Minister for So-
cial Justice, Empower-
ment and Welfare, Tulshi 
Devi Rai attended the oc-
casion as chief guest.

A total of 102 women 
and men were bene ited 

Under National Social 
Assistance Programme 
(NSAP), 102 women and 

men received bene its 
while 25 men and wom-
en were bene ited under 
Special Central Assis-
tance to Scheduled Caste 
Welfare Programme.

Minister Ms Rai hand-
ed cheque of Rs. 30,000 
to bereaved women and 
family members under 
NSPA and 25 sewing 
machines to Scheduled 
Caste bene iciaries.

NFBS is an integral 

part of the NSAP, where 
families living Below the 
Poverty Line (BPL) are 
entitled to get inancial 
bene its after the demise 
of the sole breadwinner 
under this scheme. This 
scheme was launched 
to assure some inan-
cial help in the event of 
the death of an earning 
member.

Addressing the gath-

Welfare bene its under National 
Family Bene it Scheme distributed

YN Bhandari Smriti Puraskar 
conferred on Subash Rai

N  D , A  30 
(PTI): The Parliamenta-
ry Standing Committee 
on External Affairs, head-
ed by Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor and including 
Rahul Gandhi, will visit 
border areas in Sikkim 
and Arunachal Pradesh 
next month to take stock 
of the situation following 
the Doklam crisis with 
China, sources said.

The panel has been 
looking into various as-
pects of the India-Chi-
na military standoff at 
Doklam and has been 
briefed several times on 
the issue by the former 
and current Foreign Sec-
retary Vijay Gokhale.

The panel will vis-
it the border areas in 
two states Sikkim and 
Arunachal Pradesh to 

see the ground realities 
and take stock of the sit-
uation on border in these 
two states, a source said.

The idea is to get a 
irsthand experience of 

the situation on the In-
dia-China border in the 
two states and to see, 
or if possible visit, ar-
eas where incursions 
have happened, another 
source said.

The panel, which may 
also use a chopper to get 
an aerial view, could also 
interact with top securi-
ty and defense of icials 
deployed there, sources 
said.

Troops of India and 
China were locked in 
a 73-day standoff in 
Doklam in the Sikkim 
sector from June 16 last 

Parl panel to visit
border areas Sikkim, 

Arunachal next month
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like some-
thing in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspa-
per (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 A :

The of icial letter for 
the construction of 

one loor consisting of 
two classrooms at Bo-
joghari Senior Secondary 
School in East Sikkim 
under Member of Parlia-
ment Local Area Devel-
opment Fund was hand-
ed over to Rotary Club of 
Gangtok by Member of 
Parliament, Lok Sabha, 
PD Rai, in a programme 
organized in collabora-
tion with SAATHI at the 
school premises today, a 
press release informs.

Mr Rai who attended 
the event as chief guest 
was accompanied by Ad-
ditional Director General 
of Police, Akshay Sach-
deva, as guest of honour 
along with various gov-
ernment of icials from 
Human Resource De-
velopment Department, 
Of ice of the District Col-
lector East, Horticulture 

Department and Sikkim 
Organic Mission.

It may be mentioned 
here, Rotary Club of 
Gangtok has been asso-
ciated with the Bojoghari 
SSS since 1982 and has 
developed a lot of infra-
structure in the school. 
They have also formed 
the Interact Club of Bo-
joghari SSS which is a 
part of Rotary family for 
School students. This 
club was adjudged the 
best upcoming Club in RI 
District 3240 consisting 
of entire North East India 
and parts of West Bengal.

Rotary Club of Gang-
tok along with Inner 
Wheel Club of Gangtok 
has already convert-
ed Adampool Junior 
High School into a well 
equipped school and both 
the clubs are working in 
many avenues with many 
schools in Sikkim in close 
collaboration with HRDD, 
Government of Sikkim.

Bojoghari
SS to get two new 

classrooms

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 A : 

Sikkim Manipal Institute of 
Technology [SMIT] celebrat-

ed its 21st Annual Day on the 
birth anniversary of the founder 
of the Manipal group, Late Dr 
TMA Pai, at SMIT campus in Ma-
jhitar, East Sikkim today, a press 
release informs.

Vice Chancellor, Sikkim Ma-
nipal University [SMU], Lieu-
tenant General [Dr] MD Ven-
katesh, while addressing the 
event as chief guest, congrat-
ulated SMIT for its successful 
journey of 21 years and ac-
knowledged the contributions 
that SMIT has made in the ield 
of technical education in Sikkim 
and North East India.

The guardian of 3rd year 
Civil Engineering Department 
topper, Dichen Thiengh, was in-
vited as guest of honour on this 
special occasion.

Director-SMIT, Professor 

[Dr] Ashis Sharma, while pre-
senting the annual report, high-
lighted the achievements of SMIT 
during the academic year 2017-
18. He also informed about the 
establishment of 4G and 5G test 
beds under the department of 
Electronics and Communication 
Engineering, activities of MUTBI 
and the achievements of current 

students as well as its Alumni. 
SMIT has signed a MoU with 
several foreign universities from 
Romania, Korea and Poland. 

Associate Director [Aca-
demics], Prof [Dr] BB Pradhan, 
reminded all about the contri-
butions of the Late Dr Pai in the 
ield of medical, technical and 

professional education.

During the function, the sig-
ni icant contributors of SMIT 
starting from safai-karamcharis 
to the teachers and the students 
were felicitated.

Electronics and Communi-
cation Engineering Department 
was awarded as the “Best De-
partment” of SMIT in the aca-
demic year 2017-18.

SMIT celebrates 21st Annual Day

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 30 A :

A meeting of Sikkim 
Krantikari Mor-

cha was held under the 
chairmanship of its chief 
coordinator, Sangha MLA 
Sonam Lama, here today. 

During the meeting, 
SDF members of Chu-
ja Martam under Mar-
tam-Rumtek constituen-
cy, Jagat Basnet, Manish 
Nepal, Bimal Nepal, Om 

Nath Chettri, Bishal Ne-
pal, Arun Chettri, Ku-
mar Chettri and Ramesh 
Biswakarma, joined SKM, 
informs an SKM press re-
lease. 

The release further 
informed that a social 
worker and an ICFAI 
University Assistant Ad-
ministrative Of icer, DR 
Giri, also joined the party 
after resigning from his 
job.

SKM welcomes
new members from 

Martam-Rumtek 

year after the Indian side 
stopped the building of 
a road in the disputed 
tri-junction by the Chi-
nese Army.

Bhutan and Chi-
na have a dispute over 
Doklam.

Earlier, foreign minis-
try of icials had informed 
the 31-member parlia-
mentary panel that Bhu-
tan was irmly with India 
on the issue.

During the discus-
sions, Congress presi-
dent Gandhi questioned 
foreign ministry of icials 
on China’s objective 
and why Beijing chose 
Doklam to create a con-
frontation, sources had 
said.

Gandhi had also 
asked about reports of a 
major Chinese buildup 
near Doklam, to which 
of icials replied that 
nothing had been done in 
Indian territory.

Parl panel 
to visit
border areas 
Sikkim, 
Arunachal 
next month

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 30 A :

Sikkim Police emerged the 
champion of the 2nd edition 

of Mahendra Karki Memorial In-
vitational Football Tournament 
2018 played here at Paljor Sta-
dium. In the inal match played 
today, Sikkim Police outplayed 
United Brothers, Kalimpong, 4-1 
to lift the trophy.

Both the teams played an at-
tacking game from the start and it 
fell on Sangay Bhutia to break the 
deadlock when he scored the lead 
for Sikkim Police in the 29th min-
ute and his teammate doubled the 
lead to 2-0 a minute later.

With the help of another goal 
by Sukraj Subba in the 40th min-
ute, Sikkim Police inished the 

irst half 3-0 ahead. 
Despite of some good at-

tacks, United Brothers strikers 
could not breach the strong de-
fense line of the home team.

In the second half, Kalim-
pong players played their hearts 
out to score in the match and So-
nam Lepcha of United Brothers 
gave some comfort to the team 
with his goal in the 79th minute 
in a penalty shot. 

But another last minute goal 
of Karma Lepcha in the 89th 
minute sealed a 4-1 victory for 
Sikkim Police.

Tempo Bhutia of Sikkim Po-
lice was adjudged as the Man 
of the Match while Man of the 
Tournament trophy was award-
ed to Dewashish Rai of United 

Brothers, Kalimpong. 
The Highest Scorer trophy 

was received by Ganesh Limboo 
of Apex Football Club, Kalim-
pong while Pujan Pradhan of 
Sikkim Police was adjudged the 
Best Goalkeeper.

Sonam Lepcha of Sikkim 
Himalayan Sporting Club was 
awarded with Emerging Play-
er of the Tournament while the 
State Sports Academy received 
the Fair Play trophy.

The inal match had Rajya 
Sabha MP, Hishey Lachungpa, 
as chief guest accompanied by 
Sports & Youth Affairs Depart-
ment Secretary, SD Dhakal, and 
family members of late Mahendra 
Karki among other dignitaries.

The tournament was organ-

ised by Gangtok-based Sikkim 
Boys Football Club from 19 Apr. 
The tournament was participat-
ed by 12 teams from in and out-
side the State.

It may be mentioned here, 
Gangtok resident, Mahendra 
Karki, was killed in a car mishap 
at Gangtok in 2011 at the age of 
31 years. He was a popular foot-
baller having played as a right-
back for many local clubs and 
also for the State team in region-
al and national tournaments.

Members of Sikkim Boys FC, 
many of whom have played with 
Late Mahendra Karki at national 
football tournaments, have been 
hosting the tournament as a 
tribute to their friend since last 
year.

Sikkim Police lifts Mahendra
Karki Memorial Trophy

SUMMIT REPORT
J , 28 A :

District Legal Services Au-
thority (South), District Le-

gal Services Authority (West), 
Taluk Legal Services Committee 
(South) and Taluk Legal Services 
Committee (West), in coordina-
tion with the Sikkim State Legal 
Services Authority, organized a 
Legal Services Camp as well as 
a Legal Awareness Program/ 
Health Camp/ Registration Drive 
at Garib Uthan Bhawan, Jore-
thang, South Sikkim on 28 April, 

an of icial press release informs.
The purpose of the pro-

gramme was to spread awareness 
about welfare legislations and 
schemes and strengthen the com-
munity’s access to the schemes 
being implemented by the Legal 
Services Authority and other De-
partments of the Government. 

The programme aimed at 
identifying and connecting people 
to welfare schemes to ensure that 
these reach the eligible people. 
The programme also looked upon 
understanding legal needs of the 

people and addressing legal prob-
lems of the people by providing 
appropriate legal advice.

The programme was 
launched by the Chairperson, 
DLSA (South), Jyoti Kharka, and 
Chairperson, DLSA (West) Suraj 
Chettri in the presence of the 
Secretary DLSA (South) Sonam 
Denka Wangdi, Secretary DLSA 
(West) Subarna Rai, panel ad-
vocates, staff of BAC Namchi 
and BAC Jorethang (Gram Vi-
kash Kendra), of icers from So-
cial Justice Empowerment and 

Welfare Department, Health 
Care, Human Services & Family 
Welfare Department, Doctors 
of Namchi District Hospital, 
Gyalshing District Hospital and 
STNM Hospital, of icials of Jore-
thang Police Station, Panchayat 
members of South and West 
Sikkim, Para-Legal volunteers 
of South and West Sikkim and 
Anganwadi workers.

Information booths were 
setup by various Departments 
present for the attendees and 
participants.

Legal awareness prog held in Jorethang

On day one, 
new J&K 
Dy CM says 
Kathua rape 
and murder 
case was a 
“small thing”
J , A  30 (PTI): 
Barely hours after he 
took oath as the Deputy 
Chief Minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Kavinder 
Gupta triggered a con-
troversy today by term-
ing the Kathua rape and 
murder case, which had 
led to nation-wide out-
rage, as a “small” hap-
pening that was hyped.

It (Kathua rape and 
murder) was a small 
thing. We have to think 
over it so that such inci-
dents are not repeated,” 
Gupta told reporters 
here. He was replying 
to questions on whether 
the ruling coalition was 
under pressure in the 
Kathua rape and murder 
case.

“Such challenges are 
faced by the government. 
It shouldn’t have been 
given all this hype,” Gup-
ta said.

He added that there 
was need to ensure jus-
tice to the victim.

“We need to get the girl 
justice. These are some 
of the biggest challenges 
before the government 
today. I think the case 
was not a . we have given 
undue importance to this 
case, I feel, he added.

The matter was de-
liberately hyped, Gup-
ta added. The case is in 
court, which will decide 
on it, he said.

An eight-year-old girl 
was alleged raped and 
brutally killed in a village 
in Kathua district. There 
was outrage and protests 
across the country over 
the crime.

“There are various 
issues and bigger ones 
(confronting J&K). They 
need to be resolved. we 
should not con ined to it 
(Kathua case),” he added.

Referring to last gen-
eral elections and the 
state polls, Gupta said 
BJP had won three par-
liamentary seats in J&K 
and 25 seats in Assembly 
polls. We should do bet-
ter than that, he added.
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Gangtok on 
Tuesday, 
01 May

Temp: 22°C /11°C
Forecast: Rather 
cloudy with a shower 
or heavy thunder-
storm in the area.
Sunrise: 04:57 AM
Sunset: 6:09 PM

KUTSE SHEGU
The 49th day Kutse 
Shegu of Late Rinzing 
Lepcha S/O Late Lo-
day Gyatso Lepcha who 
left for heavenly abode 
on 15th Mar 2018 falls 
on 2nd May 2018. All 
the relatives, friends and 
well-wishers are request-
ed to join us for offering 
prayers for the departed 
soul at our resident below 

Karthok Gumpa, Pakyong, East Sikkim. We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those who stood by us in the time of our 
bereavement.

Norzing Lepcha (Elder Sister), Kinzong 
Lepcha and Dupchen Bhutia (Sister and 
Brother-in-Law), P.T. Lepcha and Jamu-

na Subba ( Brother and Sister-in-Law), 
Palzor Tsh. Lepcha and Tshering Doma 

Bhutia ( Son and Daughter-in-law)
Contact: 7872976439, 8016788758, 

9593783168, 9832875540

Kutshe Shegu
The 49th day Kutshe Shegu of Late Norbu Tshering 
Lepcha who left for his heavenly abode on 15 March 
2018 falls 02 May 2018.  All friends, well-wishers and 
relatives are requested to join us in off ering prayer 
for the departed soul at our residence, Chamkong Lee 
(Ruvong, Hee-Gyathang, Dzongu, North Sikkim. We 
would also like to extend our gratitude to all those who 
stood by us during our time of bereavement and regret 
our inability to thank them individually.

Pemtu Tsh Lepcha (eldest son) 9734365676, 
Songmit Lepcha (eldest daughter) 9593822460, 

Dr. Sonam Rinchen Lepcha (younger broth-
er) 9647884804,  Dathup Lepcha (younger brother) 7407015920

Ghewa
The 49th Day Ghewa of our 
mother Late Indra Maya Lama 
w/o Harka Singh Lama who le   
for her heavenly abode on 18th 
March 2018 falls on 5th May 
2018. We request all friends, 
rela  ves and well wishers to 
join us in off ering prayers for the 

departed soul at our residence at Chongey Busty 
(below POC, School) , Gangtok, East Sikkim. We also 
like to take this opportunity to express our gra  tude 
to all those who stood by us during our  me of be-
reavement.

Harka Singh Lama (husband) 9733029453, Ur-
milla Passang Pakhrin(9933733062) & Shermila 

Smaden Lama (8945812246) daughters.

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY INSPECTOR 
GENERAL OF POLICE

SPECIAL BRANCH
GANGTOK – 737101

Tel : 03592-231345 Fax: 03592-231348
No:- 161/POL/SRL/ADM/1989            Dated:28/04/2018

NOTICE
Notice for Written Examination for recruitment 

in Sikkim Police on 13th May 2018.
Candidates who have been declared qualifi ed in Physical Effi  ciency Test 

held at Mangan, Pipalay and Reshithang, Khel Gaon from 19/03/2018 to 
29/03/2018 are required to appear for the written examination for the posts 
of G.D Constables and Constable (Technical) on 13th May 2018 (Sunday) at 
the venues in Gangtok listed below:-
I. Centre No- 1 – (Sikkim Government College, Tadong)
 For all male candidates who have qualifi ed in PET at Pipalay IRBn play 

ground and Mangan Public ground.
II. Centre No -2 (Tashi Namgyal Sr. Secondary School, Development 

Area, Gangtok).
 For all male candidates of East District bearing Registration No. from 

0003/A/E to 2207/A/E and male candidates registered in other districts 
but who have qualifi ed in PET at Reshithang, Khel Gaon.

III. Centre No -3 (Tashi Namgyal Academy, Gangtok)
 For all male candidates of East District bearing Registration No. from 

2208/A/E to 3865/A/E who have qualifi ed in PET at Reshithang, Khel 
Gaon.

IV. Centre No – 4 (Girls Sr. Sec School, Deorali, Gangtok)
For female candidates of all four Districts.
V. Constable (Technical)
 The examination centre for Constables (Technical) will be at Tashi Namg-

yal Academy, Gangtok.

NOTE 
[1] The duration of written Examination will be of 3 hrs i.e. from 10 AM to 
1 PM for morning session for G.D. Constables. The afternoon session for 
Constable (Technical) will be from 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm.
2. Candidates are requested to report at their respective examination cen-
tres at 08:00 hrs for morning session and at 13:30 hrs for afternoon session 
(Constable/Technical) in order to facilitate smooth registration through bio-
metric attendance system installed at the entry gate of every examination 
centres.
3. Candidates must bring their admit card positively failing which admission 
into the examination centre would not be allowed.
4. Candidates should also bring an Identity proof in the form of School/Col-
lege photo ID card or Voter ID card or C.O.I. or Ration Card or Driving Li-
cense or Aadhar card.
5. The medium of language for written examination is English or Nepali or 
both.
6 Candidates shall write their names and Registration No. clearly and ap-
pend their signature on the printed space provided with the answer script. 
They MUST NOT write their names or Registration number anywhere ex-
cept the above printed format.
7. Candidates should not bring their cell-phones into the examination rooms.
8. Candidates attempting or adopting any unfair means including copying 
will be immediately marked REPORTED AGAINST with red ink on the an-
swer script and in consultation with the centre in –charge be expelled de-
pending upon the gravity of such unfair means.
9. Candidates are requested to visit Sikkim Police website (Sikkimpolice.nic.
in) for seating arrangement made at above centres.
10. No individual calling letters shall be issued and no TA/DA will be paid for 
appearing examination. In case of clarifi cation candidates may contact at 
cell No. 9933490266 or 9647882954.

MEMBER SECRETERY,
SIKKIM POLICE RECRUITMENT BOARD.

(DIG/SB)
R.O. No. 57/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 30.4.18

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 30 A :

The audition for Miss 
Sikkim 2018 was an-

nounced today by Posi-
tude team consisting of 
Chief Executive Of icer, 
Gyurmila Bhutia, Man-
aging Director, Bijay Sub-
ba, member/host, Anjali 
Chettri, photographer, 
Akashdeep Gajmer, and 
member, Devika Gurung, 
at a press conference 
held in the capital today.

The auditions will 
be held on 02-03 Jun for 
which the forms with all 
details will be available 
online on the Positude 
Facebook page and select-
ed stores across Sikkim.

The auditions for 
male co-host will be held 
on 13 May, it is informed.

“The candidate must 
be primarily a resident of 
Sikkim for two or more 
months between 17-26 
years of age, single and 
5’4’’ above height,” in-
formed CEO, Ms Bhutia.

She also added that 
the theme this year will 
be awareness on cervical 
cancer.

With of icial tie up 
with Femina Miss In-
dia, the organisers have 

promised that this year’s 
event due in September 
will take the contestants 
to the next level.

Active support from 
parents, “a sea change 
in their perspective”, 
since its inception few 
years back has meant 
an increase in the num-
ber of participants and a 
growth in quality of con-
testants with beauty and 
life grooming sessions.

“Last year more than 
150 girls had applied,” 
said Positude MD, Bijay 
Subba.

He also informed that 
this year’s red carpet 
programme for the con-
testants will be held at 
MG Marg in Gangtok.

Auditions for Miss Sikkim 2018
to start from 02 Jun

REBYNA RANA
G , 30 A :

Sikkim Himalayan Sport-
ing Club called on Chief 

Minister Pawan Chamling 
at Mintokgang on 29Apr in 
order to congratulate the 
CM on being the longest 
serving Chief Minister of 
the country.

The Sikkim Himalayan 
SC delegation presented 
the Chief Minister with the 
club’s home jersey on the 
occasion while wishing 
him good health.

It may be mentioned 
here, Sikkim Himalayan SC 
players sported the blue 
jersey with red stripes and 
‘Organic Sikkim’ printed on 
it during the I-League 2nd 
Division 2015-16.

One of the founder 
members of Sikkim Hima-
layan SC, Tenzing Lamtha, 
said, “This was done by Sikkim Hi-

malayan SC to support the organic 
mission of the Sikkim government 

and also to promote the State’s Or-
ganic brand.”

Sikkim Himalayan Sporting Club meets CM

Speaking on the rele-
vance of Buddha’s teach-
ings given that it was 
Buddha Purnima today, 
Mr Chamling urged the 
students to translate his 
teachings into action in 
their daily lives.

After the unveiling of 
the plaque and formal 
inauguration of the tem-
porary court, Principal 
Chief Engineer-cum-Sec-
retary, Buildings and 
Housing Department, 
RB Thapa, presented the 
Technical Report.

He informed that the 
temporary court con-

sists of two blocks and is 
being established in the 
Sikkim Mining Corpora-
tion Complex in approx-
imately three acres of 
land by altering and ren-
ovating two quarters that 
were lying vacant.

The total cost of the 
temporary court complex 
is to the tune of Rs. 49.02 
lakhs and was taken up 
departmentally, with 
work beginning in the irst 
week of January 2018.

The PCE-cum-Sec-
retary further informed 
that the proposal for a 
permanent court build-
ing along with a resi-

dential bungalow for the 
Civil Judge-cum-Judicial 
Magistrate has been pre-
pared and is under active 
consideration of the Gov-
ernment of India.

Earlier, the function 
began with a welcome 
address by District & 
Sessions Judge (North) 
at Mangan and District 
& Sessions Judge (in-
charge) East at Gangtok, 
Prajwal Khatiwada.

The function con-
cluded with a vote of 
thanks proposed by Ben-
oy Sharma, Chief Judicial 
Magistrate, East Sikkim 
(incharge).

Signi icant milestone which 
sends out positive message...

ering, Minister, Ms Rai 
said, “Our main focus is 
to tell the people that we 
have so many schemes 
for BPL category under 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment. We are trying to in-
form and spread aware-
ness in rural areas about 
our welfare schemes. On 
this matter Panchayats 
can play a major role to 
generate awareness in 
their respective wards. 
We want our people to 
bene it from the govern-
ment’s welfare schemes.”

Highlighting various 
programmes, the Minis-
ter spoke about Widow 
Re-Marriage Scheme, 
Inter-Caste Marriage 
Scheme, Pension for Sin-
gle Women under BPL 
category Scheme, Mar-
riage with Disabled Per-
son scheme.

She also appealed to 
people to come forward 
to encourage remarriage 
of widows.

“Under widow re-
marriage scheme, the 
government will provide 
inancial assistance of Rs. 

2 lakh for the remarriage 
of widows,” Ms Rai added.

She asked widows 
to apply for Widow Pen-
sion Schemes and urged 
bene iciaries to spread 
awareness about wel-
fare schemes.  One of the 
bene iciaries, Devi Maya 
Sharma expressed her 
gratitude to the govern-
ment and department for 
awarding incentive of Rs. 
30,000.

The programme was 
attended by Additional 
Secretary, KB Pradhan 
and other of icials of the 
department.

Welfare 
bene its 
under 
National...
Contd from pg01

CBSE announces JEE-
Mains results, Andhra 
boy tops exam
N  D , A  30 (PTI): Vijaywada’s Bhogi Suraj 
Krishna has topped the Joint Entrance Examina-
tion-Mains for admission to engineering colleges 
across the country, as the Central Board of Secondary 
Education announced the results of the test today.

A total of 10.74 lakh candidates appeared for the 
exam, with 2.3 lakh qualifying for the JEE-Advanced 
which is an entrance test for admission to IITs and In-
dian School of Mines, Dhanbad.

The second rank was bagged by Hemant Kumar 
Chodipilli from Andhra Pradesh, while the third rank 
was secured by Rajasthan’s Parth Laturia.

A total of 1,80,331 boys cleared the exam, with 
50,693 girls qualifying for the next stage.

“The JEE question papers are prepared in origi-
nal by over 100 item writers. These item writers are 
subject experts. They prepare over 1,500 items over 
a period of two months during the year of the exam.

“All these questions are prepared by the item writ-
ers in original and they are handwritten. After that, 90 
questions are drawn randomly and 8-9 sets are cre-
ated. Anyone set is randomly picked for use in JEE,” a 
senior board of icial said.

The exam was conducted at 1,621 centres (1,613 
in India and 8 abroad) across 112 cities (104 in India 
and 8 abroad).
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Politically Empowered Women
The idea scares the establishment which 

is why they dodge and sabotage

Reservation, even though its pursuit is obsessive, has 
been effective only in a limited sense and is excessive-

ly compromised. There is hence no reason it would have 
helped empower women, but it would still have been a 
start. Power, everyone involved in securing empower-
ment for the womenfolk of the nation through reserva-
tions, should realize is never gifted, it has to be claimed, 
snatched even. Reservations, not just for women but of any 
kind, in elected positions force an uneasy compromise in 
the political sphere and promote segregation more than 
assimilation. That said, reservations for the under-repre-
sented sections of society is required to strip away the re-
straints of the social structure that the nation is trying to 
grow out of even at seventy-plus. On that justi ication, the 
reservations already secured for women in panchayati raj 
institutions is a good move. The reservations would have 
worked even better if more women started getting elect-
ed even from the unreserved wards, moving beyond the 
quota on their own merit. This, they can achieve in two 
ways – with their performance as elected representatives 
and by leveraging their numbers. If women can deliver on 
the stereotype of being considerate and effective repre-
sentatives, then voters elsewhere [outside the reserved 
wards] will demand women representatives too, and as 
the demand gathers strength, political parties will begin 
offering even more tickets to women.

Before that can happen, however, the ield will 
need to be leveled so that elected women represen-
tatives acquire the critical mass required to tip-over 
status quo. And one way of grassrooting such political 
empowerment would have been if reservations were 
also ensured at the Legislative Assembly and Parlia-
ment level. That Bill has, however, been allowed to 
lapse and clearly not just because the members of Par-
liament won’t allow the Parliament to function but ob-
viously because they see the real potential of the ball 
that could start rolling if 33% of the State assemblies 
and Parliament were made up of women.

At present, women enjoy only token representa-
tion, and many of even these seats and tickets arrive 
to them through their pedigree. This constricts their 
feminist instincts, but if there were enough of them in 
positions of power and in luence, real empowerment 
could be unleashed. It is perhaps this eventuality that 
scares the establishment so much that its cohorts have 
managed to stall the Women’s Reservation Bill for 
twenty years. The Bill is of United Front Government 
vintage, introduced in the Lok Sabha in September 
1996. Just like no one really remembers what the Unit-
ed Front Government at the Centre was, no one really 
remembers that there is this lapsed Bill in parliament. 
And so the charade continues. As for the Bill itself, 
it did not even call for a permanent reservation, but 
maybe it was its circulation through all constituencies 
that frightened the patriarchs. The Bill called for re-
serving 33% of the seats in the Lok Sabha and all state 
legislative assemblies for women. As per the draft, the 
seats were to be reserved for women on a rotation ba-
sis and would be determined by draw of lots, in such a 
way that a seat would be reserved only once in three 
consecutive general elections, meaning that over three 
elections, every constituency will get a chance to elect 
a woman representative. The draft proposed that res-
ervation of seats for women would cease to exist 15 
years after the commencement of the amendment Act, 
i.e. after every constituency had received the oppor-
tunity to elect a woman representative. And the men 
who currently hold all power will not even allow that, 
for the obvious reason that if there are 33% women 
at all levels of decision-making at any given time, they 
could change how things are done. And that obviously 
scares the powers-that-be. That is also why this is an 
initiative that needs to be snatched and delivered.

WRITE US: Readers are 
invited to comment on, criti-
cise, run down, even appre-
ciate if they like something 
in this paper. Letters carry-
ing abusive/ indecorous lan-
guage and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspa-
per (who are fair game), will 
have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a con-
versation or initiate a dia-
logue will command imme-
diate attention and receive 
prominence.  Mail us at: let-
ters@summittimes.com

GARTH FRAZER
theconversation.com

Fostering international development has long 
been viewed as central to the moral, humanitar-

ian, strategic and security interests of the United 
States.

In particular, there is one area where the United 
States has been a leader in development assistance 
— providing trade preferences to African coun-
tries, most of which are low-income countries.

This has been achieved through the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), which was 
initially passed by U.S. Congress in 2000 and signed 
into law by President Bill Clinton. The legislation 
was deliberately renewed by both Presidents 
George W. Bush and Barack Obama.

AGOA demonstrates the power of U.S. trade 
policy to bring about signi icant change in Afri-
ca through measures that, while trivial from the 
American perspective, can have a sizeable impact 
in Africa. Speci ically, AGOA allows for eligible Af-
rican countries to export a long list of goods to the 
United States without paying the import tariffs that 
most countries must pay and without being subject 
to import quota restrictions.

The beauty of AGOA lies in the fact that it costs 
the U.S. very little to implement in terms of lost tar-
iff revenue and lost market share. In fact, it’s fair to 
say that the implementation of AGOA has had zero 
impact on the U.S. economy, and close to zero in 
terms of American tariff revenues.

At the same time, however, AGOA has result-
ed in an increase in exports in some key products 
that have been massive when measured by African 
standards.

For example, apparel exports, which have his-
torically been an important stepping stone in the 
process of development for virtually all countries, 
increased on average by 42 per cent under AGOA.

As soon as one considers the short-term and 
long-term good will, as well as trading relationships, 
that AGOA has nurtured between the U.S. and Afri-
ca, it has undoubtedly been an example of a win-win 
scenario for both the United States and Africa.
SHIFT AWAY FROM HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS
Importantly, not all African countries have been eligi-
ble for AGOA trade preferences. Practically speaking, 
countries found lacking in basic protection of human 
rights and countries that have moved away from de-
mocracy have either not been granted AGOA eligibili-
ty or have been removed from AGOA eligibility.

Speci ically, ive countries have been removed, 
either temporarily or as of now, after military 
coups or coups d’état: Mauritania, Guinea, Mada-
gascar, Mali and Guinea-Bissau.

Côte d’Ivoire was once removed following the 
failure to reach a peace agreement and the failure 
to hold elections. Other countries, none of which 
are paragons of good government, have been re-
moved for different periods related to human 

rights abuses of varying kinds (Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, The Gambia, South Sudan, Swazi-
land and Burundi).

These actions have been consistent with the 
promotion of U.S. values of human rights and de-
mocracy worldwide, and consistent with historic 
aspirations of American foreign policy. In a single 
exception to the above pattern, suspension of agri-
cultural bene its — not removal — was threatened 
for South Africa in 2015 in a dispute over chickens, 
but this suspension wasn’t implemented.

Under the current U.S. administration of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, however, this philosophy and 
approach has shifted.

The United States is currently in the process of 
suspending Rwanda from its current status under 
AGOA not because of military coups, but because 
Rwanda wants to restrict the importation of sec-
ond-hand clothes that come from the United States.

CHEAP CLOTHES FOR AFRICAN CONSUMERS
Currently, a signi icant fraction of the used clothing 
disposed of by Americans through their donations 
to thrift shops and parking lot boxes are not sold 
in the U.S., but are shipped to Africa. Since these 
clothes are sourced for free, they serve as incred-
ibly cheap sources of clothing in these countries.

This serves to bene it African consumers, al-
though it historically had a negative impact on Af-
rican apparel production that was serving the do-
mestic market.

Some countries, such as South Africa, have im-
plemented near bans on used-clothing imports as 
a result. Whether restriction of used-clothing im-
ports is a good policy for African countries, there-
fore, is open to debate. The reduced used-clothing 
imports may well be replaced in the future by new 
clothing imports from Asia.

However, what is deeply concerning is that 
when the members of the East African Commu-
nity (EAC), a regional trade agreement similar to 

NAFTA, decided to increase the restrictions on 
used-clothing imports, the current U.S. adminis-
tration responded by threatening to remove AGOA 
access for them.

As a result of this threat, Kenya quickly reversed 
its decision. Then, in February, Rwanda, Ugan-
da and Tanzania decided to end their proposed 
ban on used-clothing imports too. However, be-
cause Rwanda is maintaining signi icant tariffs on 
used-clothing imports, the U.S. has decided to sus-
pend Rwanda’s AGOA access for apparel exports.

Used-clothing exports from the U.S. to all EAC 
countries combined had an all-time peak of US$43 
million in 2012, which is 0.003 per cent of Ameri-
can exports. This is a truly negligible industry from 
the American perspective. Its tri ling economic 
value is not surprising as this industry essentially 
takes items that might otherwise go to the garbage 
and ships them to Africa.

However, the United States is indicating that 
a major foreign policy goal on the African conti-
nent is the defence of its ability to dispose of sec-
ond-hand clothing there.

The top U.S. foreign policy goals in Africa ap-
parently no longer relate to human rights or dem-
ocratic freedoms, but to protecting tiny, marginal 
American industries.

In contrast, China is building its in luence on 
the African continent. While the Chinese are not 
promoting human rights or democratic freedoms, 
they’re also not punishing African countries for 
their trade policies for the purpose of defending 
tiny Chinese industries.

It is absolutely clear which superpower is will-
ing to allow African countries to make their own 
policy decisions. It will be interesting to see which 
superpower is dominant in Africa in the long term.

[the writer is Associate Profes-
sor of Economic Analysis and Pub-

lic Policy, University of Toronto]

America’s petty policy on 
used clothes for Africa

MERETHE SKÅRÅS
theconversation.com

More than 200 child sol-
diers have been freed 

from armed groups in South 
Sudan. The 112 boys and 95 
girls, all under the age of 18, 
took part in a “laying down of 
arms ceremony” after which 
efforts will be made to reunite 
them with their families and 
their reintegration process 
will begin.

The children were part 
of a new civil war that broke 
out in the Republic of South 
Sudan, two years after it was 
granted independence from 
Sudan. The ongoing con lict 
has ripped the country apart, making the living 
conditions for most South Sudanese worse than 
ever before.

Characterised as a struggle over power and re-
sources, the con lict is driven by corruption and 
ethnic rivalries. The main actors are the former 
rebel group and political party Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Army/Movement led by President Salva 
Kiir Mayardit, and the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement-in-Opposition led by former Vice Pres-
ident Riek Machar.

About 19 000 child soldiers are thought to be 
part of the con lict and so the release of any is great 
news. But it’s not guaranteed that they will reinte-
grate successfully. The reintegration process, often 
done by UNICEF and local communities, is crucial 
in determining whether these youth remain as ci-
vilians or return to the barracks as soldiers.

Based on interviews and observations with 20 
former child soldiers in South Sudan, my research 
shows that though children do get forcibly recruit-
ed, many “choose” to join the armed groups. They 
are driven by poor socio-economonic conditions – 
like a lack of food, housing and security – and be-
cause they can’t afford school or physically get to 
one. And so they ind the military, and the protec-

tion of a gun, to be the better option.
It is therefore imperative that education, 

whether formal schooling or an alternative system, 
be part of the reintegration process. Because with-
out it the children ind themselves in a vicious cycle 
and though thousands have left armed groups, they 
ind themselves back with them for the same rea-

sons as before.
But education isn’t accessible to most children 

in South Sudan. In 2016 only 50% of children aged 
6-13 were enrolled in primary education and just 
3.5% aged 14-17 were enrolled in secondary edu-
cation. There are challenges in inding a school, and 
being able to afford to go to one. This is even harder 
for demobilised child soldiers who are often trau-
matised and stigmatised.

EDUCATION CHALLENGES
One of the biggest problems in South Sudan is a 
lack of school facilities. A recent report states that 
there have been 293 military attacks on schools, 
affecting over 90,000 children. Due to this security 
concern, education isn’t readily available in many 
home communities and so shortly after the former 
child soldiers are reunited with their families, they 
leave. They usually go to bigger towns in search 
of schools, staying with distant relatives or family 
friends.

Even if the children man-
age to get into a school, the 
classrooms are overpopulated 
(in some secondary schools 
there can be over 100 stu-
dents in a class), there are 
few decent textbooks and 
the teachers aren’t properly 
trained. The education the 
children get is very poor in 
quality.

The children will also have 
to pay for it. Even though most 
of the schools are meant to be 
government funded, my re-
search shows that teachers 
are often not paid and so the 
students pay fees to give the 
teachers a little income. But 

with few resources and no support system, the 
children struggle to do this and run the risk of not 
attending or not having teachers.

WAY FORWARD
The global agenda for education is focused on 
teaching and learning for all, with an emphasis on 
quality and sustainability. But in the case of South 
Sudan the irst main problem is access. If this was 
resolved it could keep former child soldiers occu-
pied and prevented them from being re-recruited. 
It would also ensure that they were socialised in 
a non-violent environment and were working to-
gether with others towards a common future.

Experience shows that to reach child soldiers 
with educational interventions, they must be spe-
ci ically targeted. The government also needs to 
ensure teachers are paid and trained in psycho-
social support. The education should be geared 
towards accommodating and supporting the chil-
drens’ traumatic past, increasing their chances of 
successful reintegration.

Unfortunately, this might all be too much to ask 
in the midst of a civil war where I often hear people 
say: We are all traumatised

[the writer is PhD candidate and lec-
turer, Oslo Metropolitan University]

Why it’s hard to get South Sudan’s former
child soldiers back to school
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NeighbourhoodWATCH

RURAL MANAGEMENT &
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
GANGTOK

Memo No. 301/RM&DD/MGNREGA/18-19        Dated: 30/04/2018

SHORT NOTICE FOR RE-TENDER
NIT Reference No: - 124/RM&DD/MGNREGA/17-18 dated 01/03/2018

The re-tender for supply materials for MGNREGA works 
for Rhenock B.A.C. and date of submission of tender doc-
uments is on 11/05/2018 till 12.00 Noon. The tender shall 
be opened on same day at 2 pm at BDO offi  ce, B.A.C. Rhe-
nock, East Sikkim. All other terms and conditions shall re-
main un-altered.

sd/- 
Sr. Accounts Offi  cer- MGNREGA

RM&DD, Gangtok
R.O. No: 60/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19 Date: 30/04/2018

K , A  30 (PTI): The 
West Bengal government has 
constituted a Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) to examine 
the allegations of processed 
meat being sourced from 
dumping grounds, a senior of-
icial said today.

Last week, the govern-
ment had seized 20 tonnes of 
rotten meat, suspected to be 
of dead animals and sourced 

from dumping grounds, 
meant to be supplied to eat-
eries and departmental stores 
in the state as well as neigh-
bouring Jharkhand, Odisha 
and Bihar.

So far, 10 people, including 
a leader of a political out it, 
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the case.

The state enforcement 
branch has also started to in-

vestigate into the matter si-
multaneously.

According to SP (Dia-
mond Harbour) Koteshwar 
Rao, several teams have 
been deployed in great-
er Kolkata and outside 
West Bengal to trace the 
culprits involved in the 
business of selling meat of 
dead animals.

“We are conducting raids 

to get hold of the culprits in-
volved in the incident. Of i-
cers all over the district have 
been alerted to keep a tab 
on those who are involved in 
selling meat of dead animals,” 
Rao said.

The police suspect that as 
many as ive in luential indi-
viduals acted as middlemen 
for the racket.

“These individuals are 

scattered in different parts 
of the state including others 
in the neighbouring states. 
We are trying to establish the 
chain. The racket seems to be 
quite an organised one,” he 
said.

Currently, the state con-
sumer affairs department is 
preparing a detailed report 
on the matter.

“We are chalking out a de-

tailed report on this matter. 
Once it is complete, we will 
submit it to Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee,” Consumer 
Affairs Minister Sadhan Pand-
ey said.

The West Bengal govern-
ment has directed all police 
stations in the metropolis and 
the districts to keep a watch 
on the sale of meat in their ar-
eas, of icials said.

WB govt forms SIT to probe into meat sourced from dumpyardsTeachings of 
Buddha still 
relevant, 
says 
Arunachal 
governor
I , A  30 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Gov-
ernor Brig (Retd) B D 
Mishra today called upon 
the people of the state 
to follow the teachings 
of Buddha which he said 
are relevant in equal 
measures even today.

Greeting the people 
on the occasion of the 
Buddha Purnima, Mishra 
said Buddha’s messag-
es of peace, knowledge, 
non-violence, upliftment 
of the downtrodden and 
freedom from supersti-
tious are promoters of 
modern welfare societies.

“Buddha’s teachings 
cover all aspects of life 
and cares for the last 
individual in last social 
rung of the society,” he 
said.

The eight parts of the 
path to liberation are the 
essential elements of 
Buddhist practice, which 
include moral conduct, 
mental discipline and 
wisdom, Mishra said.

Accompanied by 
Home Minister Kumar 
Waii, the governor paid 
obeisance at Theravada 
Buddha Vihara here, on 
this occasion.

R , A  30 (PTI): 
The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has extended the 
ban on the Communist 
Party of India (Maoist) 
and six of its front organi-
sations for one more year, 
an of icial said today.

He said that the ban, 
the noti ication for which 
was issued by the state’s 
Home department, has 
come into effect from 
April 12.

The CPI (Maoist) was 
irst banned, along with 

its af iliates, in the state 
in April 2006 under pro-
visions of the Chhattis-
garh Special Public Secu-
rity Act-2005.

The ban has been 
extended for a period of 
one year every year since 
then, he said.

“The ban on the 
CPI(Maoist) and its six 
front organisations has 
been extended for one 

more year,” a government 
of icial said today.

The of icial identi-
ied the six Maoist front 

organisations, on which 
bans have been extended, 
as Dandakaranya Adivasi 
Kisan Mazdoor Sangh, 
Krantikari Adivasi Mah-
ila Sangh, Krantikari Ad-
ivasi Balak Sangh, Kran-
tikari Kisan Committee, 
Mahila Mukti Manch and 
Janatana Sarkar.

Security forces, com-
prising state police and 
paramilitary troops, have 
been ighting Naxal ter-
ror in the state for the 
past three decades.

The state’s Bastar 
division, spread over an 
area of 40,000 square 
kilometres, comprising 
seven districts- Dantewa-
da, Bijapur, Bastar, Kank-
er, Narayanpur, Kondaga-
on and Sukma, is among 
the worst-affected.

Chhattisgarh
extends ban on 
CPI (Maoist) for 
one more year
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K , A  30 
(PTI): India has asked 
Nepal to investigate the 
bomb blast at the of ice 
of a hydroelectricity proj-
ect developed with the 
Indian assistance in the 
eastern part of the Hima-
layan nation.

The compound wall 
of the 900 MW Arun III 
Hydroelectric Power 
Plant’s of ice in Tumling-
tar area, nearly 500-km 
from here, was damaged 
in the explosion, weeks 
before its inauguration 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

The Indian embassy 
here has discussed the 
matter with the Nepal 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, 
an of icial at the embassy 

has said. Nepal’s Foreign 
Minister Pradeep Kumar 
Gyawali yesterday said 
they had asked the Home 
Ministry to investigate 
the matter.

The explosion caused 
minor damaged to the of-
ice. However, no one was 

injured in the blast, of i-
cials said yesterday.

An unidenti ied 
group was behind the 
explosion targeting Arun 
III of ice situated at Tum-
lingtar, they said.

Following the inci-
dent, security has been 
stepped up in the area.

The blast comes at a 
time when preparations 
were going on for laying 
foundation stone of the 
project by Modi during 

his of icial visit to Nepal 
on May 11.

This is the second 
blast in a month target-
ing Indian properties in 
Nepal.

On April 17, a pres-
sure cooker bomb went 
off near the Indian Em-
bassy ield of ice in Bi-
ratnagar damaging the 
walls of the premises.

Nepal is currently 
facing shortage of power 
and the production of hy-
dropower from the proj-
ect will mainly serve its 
domestic demands.

The project is expect-
ed to bring in USD 1.5 
billion foreign direct in-
vestment into Nepal and 
create jobs for thousands 
of people.

India asks Nepal to probe blast 
at hydroelectricity project

D , A  30 (PTI): 
Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina today 
urged the UN Security 
Council to press Myan-
mar to take back hun-
dreds of thousands of its 
Rohingya nationals even 
as she called on India 
along with Russia, China 
and Japan to play a stron-
ger role in resolving the 
refugee crisis.

Hasina has sought con-
tinued and mounting pres-
sure on Myanmar from UN 
Security Council members 
“so that they(Myanmar) 
take their citizens back to 
their country (and) that’s 
what we want” as the 
high-powered team led by 
UNSC President Gustavo 
Adolfo Meza Cuadra met 
her.

“They want to go back 
to their own country. So 
the Security Council can 
play a very pivotal role,” 
she said.

“We expect countries 
like Russia, China, India 
and Japan to play a ma-
jor role in resolving the 
Rohingya crisis,” the pre-
mier’s press secretary Ih-
sanul Karim quoted her 

as saying after a visiting 
high-powered UN Securi-
ty Council team met Ha-
sina at her of ice.

The 15-member UNSC 
currently does not include 
India, Japan and China but 
Hasina reiterated her call 
for mounting pressure 
from New Delhi as well 
the other three countries 
to tackle the crisis in view 
of their stake and in lu-
ence in Myanmar.

External Affairs 
Secretary Vijay Kes-
hav Gokhale earlier this 
month said New Delhi 
would extend full sup-
port to any efforts for 
resolving the Rohingya 
crisis, reiterating India’s 

appreciation for Ban-
gladesh’s humanitarian 
gesture for the forcibly 
displaced people.

The delegation com-
prised of envoys from 
the 15-member coun-
cil as they met the pre-
mier a day after visit-
ing crammed Rohingya 
camps in southeastern 
Cox’s Bazar where about 
700,000 Rohingyas took 
refuge since the Myan-
mar military launched a 
crackdown on the ethnic 
Muslim community in Ra-
khine state last August.

The Security Council 
met the Bangladesh pre-
mier ahead of their sched-
uled visit to Myanmar 

Rohingyas: Hasina seeks UN Security
Council pressure on Myanmar

for meetings with State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu 
Kyi, military command-
er-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing 
and government leaders.

“Myanmar should 
act in accordance with 
the deal it signed with 
Bangladesh (in January 
2018) for repatriation of 
the Rohingyas (but) the 
repatriation of the Ro-
hingya people will have to 
be ensured under the UN 
supervision,” Hasina said.

When asked if UN su-
pervision meant the de-
ployment of peacekeep-
ers, Hasina said, “Not 
exactly, well, that the UN 
will decide” but insisted 
that Myanmar must also 
implement the Ko i An-
nan Commission’s rec-
ommendations.

“We (however) don’t 
want con lict, we want 

peaceful resolution to 
the crisis,” she said.

The UN has termed 
the Myanmar military’s 
action as “ethnic cleans-
ing” and rights groups 
have called it a “genocide”.

Kuwait’s ambassador 
to UN Mansour al-Otaibi, 
a UNSC delegation mem-
ber, told the premier 
that the Security Council 
wanted to send a clear 
and strong message that 
“we’re determined to end 
this humanitarian crisis”.

The refugees plead-
ed for help ahead of the 
coming monsoon sea-
son as the envoys vis-
ited their camps, bam-
boo-and-plastic struc-
tures perched on hills 
near the border with 
Myanmar while the del-
egation told them that 
the UNSC would press 
Myanmar to ensure that 
they could return home 
in safety and freedom.

“The situation cannot 
remain without a solu-
tion and the message 
that we are conveying 
to Myanmar, to refugees 
themselves, to the rest 
of the world, (is) that we 
are determined to ind 
a solution to this crisis,” 
al-Otaibi said after the 
delegation wrapped up 
its three-day visit.

BJP panel 
wins Tripura 
Bar Council 
poll
A , A  30 
(PTI): The Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s panel of 
advocates swept the Tri-
pura Bar Council elec-
tion today by winning 10 
posts in the 15 member 
panel, a top of icial of the 
Tripura Bar Council said.

Of the remaining ive, 
CPI(M) candidates won 
four and the Congress 
one, he said.

Altogether 853 of 
the 1,000 members of 
the Tripura Bar Council 
voted on February 28 to 
form the new executive 
panel and the results 
were announced today.

Chief Minister Biplab 
Kumar Deb congratulat-
ed lawyers on the victory 
and said one more step 
was taken to free Tripura 
from communists.

The BJP-IPFT coali-
tion has come to power 
in the state on March 3, 
trouncing the 25-year-
old CPI(M) led Left Front 
government.
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LAXMI DEVI
E  (KTK), A  30 (PTI): 
“All parties give money. Who-
ever gives more, we will vote 
for them,” says Prabhu S, a 
48-year-old farmer from Es-
uru, expressing frustration 
over the lack of development 
in this tiny village which was 
the irst in India to declare it-
self free from the British rule 
in 1942.

Not only Prabhu, many 
other villagers in Esuru, that 
falls under state BJP presi-
dent B S Yeddyurappa’s Shi-
karipura constituency in Shi-
vamogga district, are upset 
with political parties. They 
say party leaders normally 
visit the place only to seek 
votes during elections but 
later don’t even show their 
faces.

The villagers take pride in 
narrating stories of the cour-
age displayed by their fore-
fathers against the British, 
but Shivakumar, 53, a farmer 

who grows jowar and paddy 
in two acres of land, says, “All 
that is past legacy. Now there 
is no ighting spirit among 
villagers.”

“There is no unity. No one 
wants to raise public issues. 
Each one has alliance with 
one of the political parties,” 
he says.

In 1942, as the “Quit In-
dia” movement was taking 
shape, Esuru residents had 
refused to pay land revenue 
as a natural calamity had 
caused a drop in agriculture 
yield. They had strongly re-
sisted the intimidatory tac-
tics adopted by the British 
and fought pitched battles 

with the police.
The villagers had barred 

the British of icials from en-
tering Esuru and hoisted the 
Tricolour from the top of 
Veerabhadreshwara Temple 
on September 29, 1942, and 
declared the village “free” of 
British rule.

The British had rushed 

police force to reclaim the vil-
lage. Several freedom ight-
ers from the villagers were 
martyred.

Suvarnamma, 90, the irst 
wife of late R S Shantaveerap-
pa who was one of those who 
fought against the British, 
says, “The whole village used 
to listen to my husband then, 
but now there is no mass 
leader who can take every-
one together.”

Now, villagers are divided 
and they vote for whichev-
er party appeases them, she 
says, adding that however, 
“our family has been loyal to 
the Congress and will vote 
for Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah.”

Echoing similar views, 
100-year-old freedom ight-
er Hucharayappa recalled 
the struggle against British 
and voiced concern over the 
“failed” electoral system.

“We uphold Gandhian 
philosophy and I’m a strong 

Congress supporter. I will 
vote for the Congress even 
though it has now become 
‘Pundara Rajya’ (rogues’ 
state),” she said.

Most villagers in Esuru 
are engaged in farming. For 
the last three years they are 
suffering due to de icient 
rainfall and a lack of irri-
gation facilities despite de-
manding that they be provid-
ed water from Tungabadra 
river or from the nearby An-
janpura dam.

To add to their woes, 
the farmers are not getting 
the minimum support price 
(MSP) for jowar and paddy 
and the power supply is pro-
vided only for seven hours a 
day.

“The MSP purchasing cen-
tres did not open this year. 
We did not get the assured 
price for our produce. If we 
ask the state government, 
they say it is the BJP at Cen-
tre which is not procuring,” 

Shivakumar says.
“When Congress was at 

the Centre, the BJP in the 
state too said the same. They 
are fooling us, confusing peo-
ple,” he adds.

Taluk panchayat member 
Jayanna said he was fed up 
of the false assurances given 
by political parties that they 
would build ‘Smarak Bhavan’ 
in the memory of leaders 
who gave their lives in 1942 
bloody revolution.

“When Yeddyurappa was 
the chief minister, he built 
the roads. Thereafter, there 
has not been any develop-
ment,” says Jayanna.

Fearing that the ruling 
Congress will take credit 
for the development during 
polls, BJP is waiting to come 
to power in the state to speed 
up the pace of incomplete 
projects, says 35-year-old 
Sanjay Kumar M S, a farmer 
who owns 10 acres of farm 
land.

First village that declared itself free from British Raj cries for development

M , A  30 (AFP): 
Liverpool defensive mid-
ielder Emre Can has 

agreed a ive-year con-
tract with Italian cham-
pions Juventus, accord-
ing to reports in Italy on 
Monday.

The 24-year-old 
German international, 
who is sidelined with 
a back injury, will 
sign with the six-time 
Italian champions as 
early as this week, 
Gazzetta dello Sport 
reported.

The mid ielder can 
leave Liverpool on a free 
transfer at the end of the 

season, and Gazzetta re-
ported that the German 
has already agreed a deal 
worth six million euros 
(7.5 million) per year.

French champions 
Paris Saint-Germain 
were also reported to be 
interested in signing Can 
who preferred a move 
to Italy with fellow Ger-
mans Sami Khedira and 
Benedikt Howedes al-
ready in Turin.

Can arrived in Liver-
pool in 2014 from Bayer 
Leverkusen, having pre-
viously won the Bunde-
sliga title with Bayern 
Munich in 2013.

Emre Can set 
for Juventus move- 

reports

N  D , A  30 (PTI): 
Sports Minister Rajyavardhan 
Singh Rathore today said he he 
will not hesitate to sack his of-
icials if they delay sanction of 

incentives for athletes but also 
warned against false accusations.

Speaking at a felicitation 
function for the Commonwealth 
Games medal winners here, Ra-
thore said there was no dearth 
of money in Indian sports but the 
funds will have to be used for jus-
ti ied purposes by both the ath-
letes as well as the federations.

“The of icials in sports min-
istry and Sports Authority of 
India have been tasked to attend 
to your requirements and re-
solve your issues at the earliest. 
At any point in time if I hear that 
sportspersons are having issues 
in getting these incentives and 
funds there are few heads that 
will roll,” the minister said.

“But before you (athlete) 
make any accusation, please be 
very sure that there was an er-
ror on our part and not on your 
part. There was this case that 
came to me, an athlete was com-
plaining that he or she was not 
getting the incentive money. I 
was about to suspend one of my 
of icers but later found out that 
the money was allotted to that 
athlete one year ago,” he said.

India won 66 medals (26 
gold, 20 silver, 20 bronze) in the 
Gold Coast CWG. In total 70 ath-
letes won medals, counting the 
mixed team and doubles events 
in some disciplines. Rathore gave 
away the inancial incentives to 
the medal winners in the pres-
ence of Indian Olympic Associa-

tion President Narinder Batra.
Most of the top athletes, in-

cluding MC Mary Kom, Sushil 
Kumar, Saina Nehwal, P V Sind-
hu, Mirabai Chanu, Neeraj Ku-
mar, Manu Bhaker, Anish Bhan-
wala and Jitu Rai turned up. The 
likes of Manika Batra and Heena 
Sidhu did not come because of 
their prior engagements.

The individual gold winners 
received Rs 30 lakh each while 
the silver and bronze medallists 
got Rs 20 lakh and Rs 10 lakh 
respectively. All the medal win-
ners of team events got varying 
amount of money in different 
disciplines.

Rathore also said the func-
tioning of the IOA and the Na-
tional Sports Federations has 
improved but the funds allo-
cated to them by the ministry 
should be properly spent.

“I am getting a very positive 

sense from Mr. Batra. He is al-
ready changing things within 
the IOA. The way IOA used to 
function that is not going to hap-
pen. Similarly some of the NSF 
heads are brilliant and they are 
doing a very good job.

“We will work in close co-
ordination with them (IOA and 
NSFs). But each NSF or the their 
coaches need to justify with log-
ic that every penny being spent 
is being used to its optimum.

“There is no dearth of re-
sources in India and we are 
ready to open our inances for 
the use of the athletes but these 
spendings will have to by justi-
ied,” Rathore, an Olympic silver 

medallist shooter, said.
The minister said strong 

performance by the Indian ath-
letes at international events also 
re lects the soft power status of 
the country.

“When the National Flag is 
unfurled and the National An-
them is sung anywhere in the 
world (in a sports event), every 
Indian feels proud and it also 
shows the soft power status of 
the country.

“I have always said the 
Indians have tremendous 
potential to do well at the 
international stage even in 
strength-based disciplines. I 
don’t agree with the concept 
that Indians are good at only 
skill-based games. I want to 
ensure that you get every 
facility that is required to be 
provided to you,” said Rathore.

Earlier in the morning the, 
the medal winners interacted 
with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at his of icial residence. 
They also interacted with Pres-
ident Ram Nath Kovind later in 
the day.

Heads will roll if babus don’t act promptly but
don’t make false accusations: Rathore

N  D , A  30 
(PTI): Making a huge 
jump, India’s Prajnesh 
Gunneswaran on Mon-
day leapfrogged 84 plac-
es to a career-best singles 
rank of 176, following his 
maiden title-triumph on 
the ATP Challenger cir-
cuit.

The Sunday’s win in 
Anning in China gave the 
left-hander 125 points, 
pushing him inside top-
200 for the irst time in 
his career.

Yuki Bhambri leads 
India’s chart at number 
85, a loss of two plac-
es, and is followed by 
Ramkumar Ramanathan 
(120, -5).

The next best Indians 
are Sumit Nagal (225, -6), 
Arjun Kadhe (397, +1) 

and Sasi Kumar Mukund, 
who jumped 98 places to 
418.

In the doubles, Rohan 
Bopanna lost a spot to 
be 23 while Divij Sharan 
also lost two places to be 
placed 43. Also sliding 
down was Leander Paes, 
who is now ranked 50 
(-2).

In the WTA rank-
ings, Ankita Raina, now 
included in TOPS, fur-
ther improved her ca-
reer-best rank as she was 
now placed 193 (+2) and 
was followed by Karman 
Kaur Thandi (267).

In the doubles, out of 
action Sania Mirza was 
static at number 24 while 
Prarthana Thombare slid 
to 164 after losing 16 
spots.

Prajnesh
leaps to career-

best 176

No Pliskova 
showdown 
as Karolina 
pulls out 
of Prague
P , A  30 (AFP): 
There will be no home 
court showdown for 
Karolina Pliskova with 
her twin sister Kristyna 
after the former world 
number one pulled out of 
the WTA Prague Open on 
Monday with injury.

“I’m very disappoint-
ed and sad that I won’t be 
able to play,” said Karoli-
na Pliskova, complaining 
of a groin injury.

Now ranked at six in 
the world, Pliskova put 
the injury down to fatigue 
after seven games in the 
last nine days, including 
a tournament-winning 
run in Stuttgart and two 
Fed Cup semi- inal games 
for the Czech Republic.

Karolina’s withdraw-
al means she avoids 
playing her 72nd-ranked 
twin whose career has 
been overshadowed by 
a sister who was run-
ner-up at the US Open 
in 2016 and whose title 
triumph in Stuttgart on 
Sunday took her trophy 
tally to 10.

Kristyna has one title 
on her CV from Tashkent 
in 2016 and has career 
earnings of just under 
2 million compared to 
Monte Carlo-based Karo-
lina’s 11 million.

B , A  30 (PTI): Struggling 
sides Mumbai Indians and Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore will have a ight for 
survival when they lock horns in an In-
dian Premier League here tomorrow.

Having beaten Chennai Super Kings 
in their adopted home ground in Pune, 
MI will go out with their tails up with 
con idence to take on a strong batting 
line-up of RCB, which has the likes of 
Virat Kohli and Brendon McCllum.

On the other hand, the heartbreaking 
back-to-back defeats at the hands of CSK 
and Kolkata Knight Riders in their back-
yard would have devastated the team’s 
con idence, but RCB will have to play out 
of their skins to stay in the competition.

It has been an almost identical jour-
ney for both teams so far. Mumbai and 
Dinesh Karthik-led KKR have man-
aged just two wins in seven matches 
each, but the visitors are ahead at sixth 
place due to better net run rate.

Whichever team that loses to-
morrow will ind it more dif icult to 
get a shot at a play-offs berth.

Mumbai would like to take a cue from 
their last encounter against RCB, which 

they had won by 46 runs at the Wank-
hede Sadium with Rohit Sharma and Evin 
Lewis hitting 94 and 65 respectively.

Barring Suryakumar Yadav, who has 
274 runs under his belt in seven match-
es as an opener, most of the Mumbai 
batsmen have been inconsistent. Cap-
tain Rohit, who has failed to get past 20 
runs in ive games, will try to play yet 
another impactful innings tomorrow.

The team would like Rohit, who has 
scored 196 runs in seven matches, to bat ei-
ther one-down as he did in the last game or 
open the innings to give the much needed 
time for him to settle down at the crease.

Pandya brothers -- Hardik and Krunal -- 
who have been good in their bowling would 
like to get a big knocks with the bat as they 
have managed to score just 61 and 113 runs 
in seven-odd matches they have played.

JP Dumminy, who came in for Ki-
eron Pollard in the last game, would 
be itching to be in the thick of things. 
The South African did not bat in the 
last match as Mumbai crossed the win-
ning mark without his services.

Mumbai also have been struggling with 
the ball as they have failed to prosper as 

a unit. Young Mayank Markande has been 
a revelation for them and has bagged 10 
wickets from seven games with his leg-spin.

Death-over specialist Jasprit Bumrah 
and Musta izur Rahman have bagged 
seven and six wickets respectively so 
far, and if Mumbai want to restrict the 
likes of Kohli and McCullum, they will 
have to play their role to perfection.

On the other hand, RCB are 
struggling at seventh position af-
ter two wins and ive defeats.

RCB would be praying for the return 
of AB de Villiers, who did not play the 
last game due to fever. The South African 
star has been in prime form this season, 
smashing 68 off 30 balls against CSK and 
singlehandedly defeating Delhi Dare-
devils with his unbeaten 39-ball 90.

Kohli would be keen to produce 
another special knock in this crunch 
situation, especially after getting two 
unbeaten knocks of 92 and 68 against 
Mumbai and KKR, respectively.

Opener Quinton De Kock, who has 
scored 194 runs so far, would like to 
carry on with his good performance.

Struggling MI and RCB eye for survival
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 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI ARIES

 Draw No:13 DrawDate on:30/04/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5612
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 2068 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1438
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 6307 5th Prize Rs.  200/- 3125
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1018 1021 1094 1096 1111 1113 1119 1128 1131 1178
 1202 1252 1253 1301 1329 1331 1340 1341 1354 1425
 1431 1485 1489 1502 1506 1552 1572 1576 1580 1619
 1674 1719 1734 1816 1821 1840 1847 1883 1926 1939
 1988 1998 2026 2042 2062 2089 2090 2095 2121 2127
 2161 2212 2216 2243 2280 2284 2289 2315 2317 2331
 2338 2387 2390 2434 2445 2447 2453 2521 2559 2648
 2664 2670 2673 2683 2738 2744 2787 2803 2819 2826
 2883 2895 2909 2910 2912 3003 3086 3116 3151 3175
 3215 3224 3228 3234 3273 3315 3352 3390 3392 3423
 3430 3431 3449 3488 3515 3531 3544 3556 3597 3819
 3861 3895 3909 3911 3923 3953 3969 3970 4009 4017
 4038 4051 4060 4065 4069 4114 4131 4199 4236 4245
 4276 4281 4299 4361 4367 4386 4403 4421 4497 4521
 4541 4601 4603 4609 4615 4618 4622 4679 4711 4756
 4794 4874 4903 4912 4945 5011 5014 5048 5077 5160
 5189 5207 5221 5263 5267 5273 5357 5375 5381 5383
 5420 5456 5479 5486 5534 5535 5548 5560 5580 5615
 5628 5661 5669 5684 5736 5747 5763 5811 5819 5829
 5846 5892 5952 5953 5984 6007 6034 6075 6095 6098
 6137 6203 6227 6230 6281 6282 6293 6318 6333 6344
 6349 6353 6434 6442 6464 6465 6469 6507 6526 6538
 6557 6577 6582 6586 6630 6635 6691 6706 6710 6773
 6799 6817 6847 6859 6906 6949 6963 6964 6965 6969
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RAM

Draw No:13 DrawDate on:30/04/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5085 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 4890
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 1164 4th Prize Rs.  500/- 4956
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1009 1017 1144 1159 1165 1218 1241 1304 1309 1337
1356 1397 1423 1552 1582 1620 1797 1839 1858 1918
2009 2044 2091 2104 2254 2279 2310 2333 2423 2427
2529 2619 2633 2738 2779 2830 2843 2940 2983 3022
3189 3191 3322 3332 3369 3404 3407 3454 3561 3637
3645 3695 3763 3783 3791 3801 3804 3835 3869 3933
4084 4091 4161 4296 4327 4357 4448 4455 4498 4532
4556 4596 4652 4669 4712 4772 4832 4838 4846 4901
4919 5068 5160 5235 5400 5465 5478 5496 5502 5552
5598 5616 5653 5661 5665 5678 5783 5784 5827 5982
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1000 1001 1039 1110 1115 1140 1147 1170 1189 1239
1240 1251 1255 1333 1354 1366 1388 1432 1456 1501
1525 1528 1547 1572 1594 1666 1680 1743 1766 1782
1795 1815 1823 1824 1899 1937 1939 1942 1954 1956
1983 1984 2004 2033 2042 2047 2049 2054 2087 2142
2181 2198 2215 2260 2289 2323 2345 2352 2359 2383
2434 2543 2578 2579 2608 2654 2657 2714 2742 2777
2790 2805 2808 2886 2895 2954 2979 3009 3014 3072
3105 3144 3165 3232 3279 3291 3352 3388 3413 3432
3446 3485 3488 3513 3520 3576 3595 3622 3657 3678
3710 3726 3736 3792 3805 3806 3848 3852 3873 3878
3881 3883 3889 3990 3995 3997 4001 4007 4021 4058
4100 4115 4129 4157 4181 4185 4190 4196 4298 4359
4375 4379 4383 4405 4407 4429 4431 4465 4485 4497
4506 4559 4565 4575 4737 4777 4780 4817 4837 4865
4876 4882 4916 4921 4922 4949 4977 5008 5041 5076
5131 5132 5135 5138 5145 5168 5201 5209 5236 5238
5290 5324 5326 5339 5363 5385 5461 5467 5468 5482
5484 5566 5593 5649 5656 5657 5663 5714 5729 5731
5742 5780 5781 5824 5885 5903 5904 5926 5975 5984
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

DEAR LOVING MORNING DEAR PRECIOUS DEAR FLAMINGO EVENING
Draw Time : 11:55 am onwards Draw Time : 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time : 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:22 DrawDate on:30/04/18 Draw No:22 DrawDate on:30/04/18 Draw No:40 DrawDate on:30/04/18
1st Prize Rs.26.00 Lakhs/- 80B 63766 1st Prize Rs.26.00 Lakhs/- 72K 22079 1st Prize Rs.26.00 Lakhs/- 87A 77489

Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 63766 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 22079 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 77489 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
03994 05716 11785 12949 14736 08034 16750 31499 41889 42713 02677 17550 26093 28851 32183
25114 27038 58794 69823 87881 48949 52572 71303 77975 82802 35310 35700 43075 76546 88315
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0528 0840 2587 2852 4979 4990 5193 6745 8751 9972 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2320 2693 2941 2999 3070 3623 4071 6678 7818 8556 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0461 1250 2826 3349 4944 6751 6981 8970 9419 9584
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1647 1808 4191 6158 6572 7124 7245 7714 8637 9335 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0431 1208 1555 1815 1816 3783 5762 7517 8175 8286 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0490 1182 2227 4563 4651 4700 7256 7672 8478 9879
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0308 0394 0435 0548 0651 0663 0710 0913 0994 1087 0091 0157 0210 0288 0419 0506 0579 0700 0871 0970 0021 0114 0120 0137 0143 0499 0541 0658 0686 0778
1108 1227 1358 1568 1643 1833 1838 1953 2035 2046 1032 1063 1090 1188 1418 1503 1529 1539 1565 1586 0986 1202 1331 1515 1670 1817 1825 2146 2384 2454
2102 2203 2350 2450 2594 2939 3071 3129 3211 3292 1681 1748 1801 2151 2187 2246 2298 2467 2521 2529 2491 2637 2740 2807 2832 2979 2986 3024 3104 3140
3329 3399 3442 3517 3656 3734 3814 3899 3983 4014 2575 2658 2723 2735 2780 2820 2848 2905 3207 3280 3408 3467 3471 3836 3852 3904 3905 3999 4215 4271
4030 4111 4125 4274 4289 4305 4341 4469 4626 4738 3293 3353 3804 3943 4276 4568 4622 4639 4650 4717 4300 4366 4409 4421 4472 4586 4723 4816 4830 4858
5019 5135 5181 5273 5414 5432 5476 5561 5562 5632 4784 4893 4900 5029 5038 5050 5329 5332 5347 5379 5027 5142 5144 5165 5267 5687 5810 5955 5986 6229
5677 5892 6032 6130 6244 6290 6426 6515 6570 6783 5397 5699 5730 5752 5904 6094 6169 6235 6312 6352 6244 6346 6444 6462 6530 6604 6639 6706 6718 6764
6804 6832 6843 6900 6908 7070 7088 7194 7286 7666 6367 6432 6481 6594 6639 6699 6718 7059 7341 7406 6797 6804 6902 7138 7180 7294 7330 7419 7603 7648
7803 7953 8131 8192 8245 8306 8385 8573 8866 8961 7480 7547 7698 7825 7869 7922 8199 8232 8246 8440 7797 7847 7854 7969 8070 8127 8728 8827 8920 8993
8996 9040 9135 9149 9157 9292 9581 9665 9871 9997 8578 8658 8704 8802 8896 8940 9341 9366 9578 9667 9265 9449 9554 9581 9634 9719 9807 9901 9903 9978

Issued by :
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima ,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com

N A G A L A N D  S T A T E L O T T E R I E S

K , A  30 [AP]: A coordinat-
ed double suicide bombing by the 
Islamic State group hit central Ka-
bul this morning, killing at least 25 
people, including eight journalists, 
of icials said.

An AFP photographer and a 
cameraman for a local TV station 
were among the fatalities, the po-
lice said. At least 45 people were 
wounded in the twin attacks, ac-
cording to Kabul police spokes-
man, Hashmat Stanekzai, who also 
added that four policemen were 
among those killed.

The attack was the latest in a 
relentless string of deadly large-
scale bombings and assaults that 
have struck Kabul and elsewhere 
in Afghanistan so far this year. 

And as the Afghan capital 
reeled from today’s assault, a sui-
cide car bombing a few hours later 
in the southern province of Kan-
dahar killed 11 children, a police 
spokesman said.

In a statement posted on an 
IS-af iliated website, the Islamic 
State group said two of its martyr-
dom seekers carried out the dou-
ble Kabul bombings, targeting the 
headquarters of the “renegade” 
Afghan intelligence services.

The blasts took place in the 
central Shash Darak area, home 
to NATO headquarters and a num-

ber of embassies and foreign 
of ices as well as the Afghan 
intelligence service.

Stanekzai, the police 
spokesman, said the irst sui-
cide bomber was on a motor 
bike. The second explosion 
was meant to hit those rush-
ing to the scene of the attack 
to help the victims of the irst 
blast, he added.

The second attacker was 
on foot, in a crowd of report-
ers that had rushed to the 
scene of the irst attack, pre-
tending to be one of the me-
dia, the spokesman said. The 
bomber then detonated his 
explosives while still among the 
reporters, Stanekzai said, adding 
that the attacker obviously inten-
tionally targeted the journalists.

Agence France-Presse said the 
news agency’s chief photographer 
in Kabul, Shah Marai, was among 
those killed. AFP said Marai died 
in a blast that struck journalists 
who had rushed to the scene of the 
earlier suicide attack.

A local media watchdog, the Af-
ghan Journalists Safety Committee, 
said eight Afghan journalists were 
killed and six were wounded. The 
group strongly condemned all at-
tacks against journalists.

Sediqullah Tawhidi, an of icial 

form the committee, said a cam-
eraman form the local TOLO TV 
also was among those killed. Police 
of icer Jan Agha said all the jour-
nalists died in the second blast, 
which also wounded two police 
of icers.

Survivors and witnesses re-
counted scenes of mayhem.

Jawed Ghulam Sakhi, a 28-year-
old a taxi driver said “when the 
explosion happened, everywhere 
was covered with dust and ire, it 
was so horri ic scene” with bodies 
and body parts “thrown about on 
the street and the pavement.”

“I saw journalists covered with 
blood, this time they targeted the 
media,” Sakhi added.

Masouda, a young woman who 
was with her husband nearby, 
assailed the authorities. Her hus-
band was wounded and was taken 
to the Wazir Akbar Khan hospital.

“I don’t know who is responsi-
ble for all these attacks, every day 
we lose our loved ones and no one 
in this government is taking re-
sponsibility for the killing of these 
innocent people,” she said.

Afghan President Asharf Ghani 
strongly condemned the attacks.

The presidential palace re-
leased a statement saying that at-
tacks targeting innocent civilians, 
worshippers inside the mosques, 
national and democratic pro-
cesses, reporters and freedom of 

speech all are war crimes.
The US Embassy also con-

demned the “savage bomb-
ings” in Kabul and reiterated 
its support for the Afghan peo-
ple and Ghani’s government in 
their ight against terrorism.”

“We extend our deepest 
condolences to the families, 
friends, and colleagues of all 
the victims, including a num-
ber of brave journalists among 
the dead and injured,” it said, 
adding that “where media 
are in danger, all other hu-
man rights are under greater 
threat.”

Kabul chief of police 
Dawood Amin said the area that 
was hit was quickly sealed off and 
authorities were investigating.

Mohammad Mousa Zahir, di-
rector of Wazir Akbarkhan Hospi-
tal, said several people suffering 
injuries from the blasts were being 
treated at the hospital.

In its claim of responsibility, 
the Afghan af iliate of IS, known as 
Khorasan Province, said the irst 
martyrdom seeker in the attack 
detonated his explosive vest near 
the intelligence service in central 
Kabul, forcing its members to head 
to the area of the explosion.

The statement said the second 
attacker detonated his explosive 

vest after that. The statement, 
which exaggerated the overall 
death toll as militant claims often 
do, did not say that journalists 
were speci ically targeted but ex-
aggerated the attacks’ death toll.

In the Kandahar attack, an Af-
ghan of icial said a suicide bomb-
er targeted a NATO convoy in the 
district of Daman but killed 11 
children from a religious school lo-
cated by the roadside from where 
the explosion occurred.

Matiullah Helal, deputy spokes-
man for the provincial police chief, 
said 16 people were also wounded, 
including ive NATO soldiers, nine 
civilians and two policemen. There 
was no immediate claim of respon-
sibility for the Kandahar bombing 
and no comment from NATO.

The children from the madra-
sa had gathered around the NATO 
convoy for fun when the bomber 
struck, said Abdul Rahim Ayubi, a 
lawmaker from Kandahar.

The local IS af iliate and the 
more irmly established Taliban 
carry out regular attacks around 
the country, as well as in Kabul, 
with the Taliban usually target-
ing the government and security 
forces and IS targeting members 
of the country’s the Shiite minori-
ty, whom the af iliate perceives as 
apostates.

Double Kabul suicide bombing kills 25, including eight journalists

A landslide in northern China's Shanxi province has killed three people after a total of nine were buried underneath the falling earth. More than 
a hundred ire ighters, rescue workers and medical staff have been sent to the scene, the Luliang municipal government said on its of icial so-

cial media account today. The landslide hit shortly before 5 a.m., and rescue efforts are underway for those who remain trapped. The mountainous 
Luliang prefecture has been hit by a number of landslides over the years, including one in 2008 that killed 19 people. There was no immediate 
word on the cause of today's landslide or the identities of the deceased.

S , A  30 [AP]: 
South Korea will remove 
propaganda-broadcast-
ing loudspeakers from 
the border with North 
Korea this week, of icials 
said today, as the rivals 
move to follow through 
with their leaders’ sum-
mit declaration that 
produced reconciliation 
steps without a break-
through in the nuclear 
standoff.

During their histor-
ic meeting Friday at a 
Korean border village, 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un and South Kore-
an President Moon Jae-
in agreed to end hostile 
acts against each other 
along their tense border, 
establish a liaison of ice 
and resume reunions of 
separated families.

They also agreed to 
achieve a nuclear-free 
Korean Peninsula, but 
failed to produce speci ic 
time frames and disar-
mament steps.

Seoul’s Defense Minis-
try said it would pull back 
dozens of its front-line 
loudspeakers on Tuesday 
before media cameras. 
Ministry spokeswoman 
Choi Hyunsoo Seoul ex-
pects Pyongyang to do 
the same.

South Korea had al-
ready turned off its loud-
speakers ahead of Friday’s 
summit talks, and North 

Korea responded by halt-
ing its own broadcasts.

The two Koreas had 
been engaged in Cold 
War-era psychological 
warfare since the North’s 
fourth nuclear test in early 
2016. Seoul began blaring 
anti-Pyongyang broad-
casts and K-Pop songs 
via border loudspeakers, 
and Pyongyang quickly 
matched the South’s ac-
tion with its own border 
broadcasts and launches 
of balloons carrying an-
ti-South lea lets.

Seoul’s announce-
ment came a day after 
it said Kim told Moon 
during the summit that 
he would shut down his 
country’s only known 
nuclear testing site and 
allow outside experts 

and journalists to watch 
the process.

South Korean of icials 
also cited Kim as saying 
he would be willing to 
give up his nuclear pro-
grams if the United States 
commits to a formal end 
to the Korean War and a 
pledge not to attack the 
North. Kim had already 
suspended his nuclear 
and missile tests while 
offering to put his nukes 
up for negotiations.

The closing of the 
Punggy-ri test site, 
where all six of North 
Korea’s atomic bomb 
tests occurred, could be 
an eye-catching disarma-
ment step by Pyongyang. 
But there is still deep 
skepticism over wheth-
er Kim is truly willing to 

negotiate away the nukes 
that his country has built 
after decades of struggle 
and sacri ice.

According to a sum-
mit accord, Kim and 
Moon agreed to achieve 
“a nuclear-free Korean 
Peninsula through com-
plete denuclearization,” 
rather than clearly stat-
ing “a nuclear-free North 
Korea.” Pyongyang has 
long said the term “de-
nuclearization of the 
Korean Peninsula” must 
include the United States 
pulling its 28,500 troops 
out of South Korea and 
removing its so-called 
“nuclear umbrella” se-
curity commitment to 
South Korea and Japan.

Kim could offer more 
disarmament conces-

sions during his meeting 
with President Donald 
Trump, expected in May 
or June, but it’s unclear 
what speci ic steps he 
would take. Some ex-
perts say Kim may an-
nounce scraping North 
Korea’s long-range mis-
sile program, which has 
posed a direct threat to 
the United States.

US National Security 
Adviser John Bolton react-
ed coolly to word that Kim 
would abandon his weap-
ons if the United States 
pledged not to invade.

Asked on CBS’s “Face 
the Nation” whether the 
US would make such a 
promise, Bolton said: 
“Well, we’ve heard this 
before. This is the North 
Korean propaganda play-

book is an in initely rich 
resource. What we want 
to see from them is ev-
idence that it’s real and 
not just rhetoric.”

Kim’s meeting with 
Moon was his second 
summit with a foreign 
leader since he took 
of ice in late 2011. In 
March, he traveled to 
Beijing and met with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping.

While meeting with 
Xi, Kim suggested he 
prefers a step-by-step 
disarmament process in 
line with corresponding 
outside rewards, 
according to Chinese 
state media. US of icials 
want the North to take 
complete, veri iable 
and irreversible 
disarmament measures.

South Korea to remove propaganda loudspeakers at border
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EtCETERA

ARIES: Today’s planetary ener-
gies will be very demanding, Ar-
ies. As you agonize over whether 
or not you’re up to “standard,” 
the planets, in a very cheeky way, 
respond that you are not! That’s 
because you’re moving too quick-
ly. The change in direction that 
you’re making at the moment 
is profound, yet you’re trying to 
take it lightly. Dare to slow down 
and go deeper.
TAURUS: You seem to want to 
become old and wise before your 
time, Taurus. Today’s aspects will 
take you by the hand and lead you 
back into the heat of the action, 
experiencing life in all its inten-
sity. Yes, we know you’re really 
afraid of all this. But if you don’t 
get back into action, you’ll stay 
alone in your little corner. The 

world needs you. Don’t stay at 
home!
GEMINI: There is some proba-
bility that you’ll want to escape 
from reality today, Gemini. You 
aren’t anxious to face a situation 
that demands that you commit 
yourself. Is this because you’re 
afraid that you lack the ability to 
assume this new responsibility? 
This is an honest-to-goodness 
chance to fulfi ll your dreams of 
success. There can be no question 
of evading it! Get busy!
CANCER: You face a day of 
some confl ict, Cancer. Neverthe-
less, the discord will prove quite 
useful. This is probably one of the 
best opportunities in recent weeks 
to become aware of some family 
matters. These matters may have 
been occurring behind your back 

for some time now. News about a 
bit of past personal history could 
surprise you, and perhaps even 
upset you for a short time.
LEO: If you admit you’ve made 
a mistake, people are more like-
ly to forgive you. You have a 
confrontational day ahead, Leo. 
There’s no doubt that you’re in 
a stationary position concerning 
your career. That may be crimp-
ing your style somewhat, fi nan-
cially speaking, but you’ll make 
better progress if you assume 
your responsibility and see your 
mistakes. However, don’t be too 
critical of yourself! It’s all part of 
the learning process.
VIRGO: You may have been 
wishing for some recognition and 
appreciation lately. Perhaps you 
had your eye on a promotion at 

work. The day ahead will show 
you which path will be the most 
productive. In order to succeed, 
Virgo, you have to plan every-
thing carefully and focus on one 
goal. You should be sure you have 
support for that goal. There’s 
a long, hard climb ahead, but 
you’re bound to make it!
LIBRA: If you happen to be 
training for a new trade, learn-
ing a new technique, or perhaps 
you’re being evaluated after an 
internship period, you can expect 
these pursuits to conclude on a 
high note. You may have been 
somewhat afraid that those in au-
thority would frown upon your 
originality, Libra. On the contrary, 
it seems the people in charge ap-
preciate it more than you know.
SCORPIO: Although you might 

fi nd the day ahead somewhat 
stressful, it’s a key day in your 
professional evolution. Since 
you’ve lacked inspiration lately, 
you must not miss the opportu-
nity you’ll be presented with to-
day. You could fi nd out about an 
internship in a new fi eld, which 
may lead to a new passion or 
commitment. Expect to see a new 
wish for the future forming within 
you, Scorpio!
SAGITTARIUS: Today the ce-
lestial energy will be trying to 
teach you something, Sagittarius, 
specifi cally, how to share with 
others. But fi rst you must get to 
a place where you truly want to 
share something of yourself. Have 
you examined your tendency to 
run away? You seem to be afraid 
that they’ll overwhelm you or that 

you’ll owe them something. This 
isn’t the case, Sagittarius. Why 
not give other people a chance to 
get to know you?
CAPRICORN: Today’s energy 
will be making you think only 
about your relationships, Cap-
ricorn. It isn’t easy to have re-
lationships with others, as you 
may have noticed. The respective 
demands of each one in a rela-
tionship can be diffi  cult to under-
stand. Moreover, the demands of 
others can obscure your path or 
cause you to detour from it. Con-
sider that the less we ask for in a 
relationship, the more fl exible and 
deeper it becomes!
AQUARIUS: Some of your de-
mons may come back to haunt 
you today, Aquarius. You could 
fi nd yourself battling some of 

those same old doubts and insecu-
rities that you thought you’d left 
behind. Your desire for a higher 
standard of living will have you 
preoccupied with money con-
cerns in the middle of the day. 
These concerns will pass, so take 
a deep breath and try not to worry 
too much.
PISCES: It might seem like you 
no longer completely believe in 
what you’re doing, Pisces, per-
haps because you’ve been going 
a little too quickly in your quest 
to get what you need. It’s very 
possible that your social life has 
slowed down a lot now - just 
when you decided to go full speed 
in this domain. Surprising what 
the astral energy can do, isn’t it? 
Don’t get upset. You can’t do a 
thing about it.
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SHINING STAR! Anne Winters, 23, amazed as she 
walked the red carpet Sunday at the 45th annual 
Daytime Emmy Awards at the Pasadena Civic 
Auditorium in Pasadena, California.

Marvel’s Avengers: In in-
ity War has set a new 

benchmark at the global box 
of ice. Apart from shattering 
several box of ice records, 
the superhero lick has per-
formed phenomenally well in 
the domestic circuit.

Interestingly, the ilm 
has surpassed the lifetime 
business of Bollywood big-
gies of 2018, which includes 
Pad Man, October and Hich-
ki. Avengers has raked in Rs 
94.30 crore in its opening 
weekend and has already be-
come the ifth highest gross-
er of 2018 after Padmaavat, 
Baaghi 2, Sonu Ke Titu Ki 
Sweety and Raid.

Here’s the lifetime busi-
ness of the ilm’s which is 
beaten by Avengers: In inity 
War:

Pad Man: Rs 82.10 crore
Hichki: Rs 45.60 crore
October: Rs 43 crore
Pari: Rs 29 crore
Hate Story IV: Rs 23 crore
Blackmail: Rs 21 crore
Aiyaary: Rs 19 crore
1921: Rs 17 crore
Mukkabaaz: Rs 15 crore
Kaalakaandi: Rs 7 crore
Talking about Avengers 

franchise at the worldwide 
box of ice, the irst install-
ment had grossed $ 1.5 bil-
lion while the Age of Ultron 
grossed $ 1.4 billion. By an-
alyzing the current scenario, 

we de initely think the ilm 
can cross $ 2 million mark 
but crossing the lifetime of 
Avatar will be a dif icult task 
for the Avengers: In inity 
War. The ilm is produced by 
Kevin Feige and screenplay of 
the ilm is written by Chris-

topher Markus and Stephen 
McFeely.

Directed by Joe Russo 
and Anthony Russo, the ilm 
features the ensemble cast 
of Robert Downey Jr., Chris 
Hemsworth, Mark Ruffalo, 
Chris Evans, Scarlett Johans-

son, Benedict Cumberbatch, 
Don Cheadle, Tom Holland, 
Chadwick Boseman, Paul 
Bettany, Elizabeth Olsen, 
Anthony Mackie, Sebastian 
Stan, Dave Bautista, Zoe Sal-
dana, Josh Brolin and Chris 
Pratt.

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR SHATTERS THE LIFETIME BUSINESS
OF THESE 10 BOLLYWOOD FILMS IN JUST 3 DAYS!

Katy Perry and Orlando Bloom 
are said to be ‘more serious than 

ever’ since reigniting their on-off re-
lationship after a year apart.

The pop princess, 33, and the 
actor, 41, are ‘stronger’ since rekin-
dling, and ‘missed each other’ when 
they called time on their year-long 
romance in March 2017.

A source told People magazine: 
‘Orlando and Katy are great. They are 
dating exclusively again and things 
seem more serious.’

The insider added that Orlando 
became bored of living the single life 
during his break from Katy, and the 
Pirates of the Caribbean star wants to 
focus on being a one-woman man.

‘They are both excited about it 
and don’t want to hide, but at the 
same time they are trying to keep 
privacy as well. [Orlando] seems very 
happy. It’s obvious that they both 
missed each other after their split. Their 
relationship seems stronger now. Orlan-
do got sick of being single. Dating dif-
ferent women is not so alluring to him 
anymore.’

The couple spent the weekend in 
Rome, Italy, with Katy’s mother Mary 
Hudson, and the Dark Horse hit-mak-
er referred to Orlando as her ‘darling’ 
when she revealed she was there to give 
a talk on meditation at the Vatican’s 
Unite to Cure conference.

Taking to her Instagram stories, she 
said: ‘Happy Saturday everyone, I’m 
here in Rome at the Vatican, to speak on 
meditation.

‘I’m with my momma, my darling 
[Orlando], and my manager, Steve! It’s a 
great day! I am so excited!’

The Roar songstress was dressed in 
black with a matching hat and veil as she 
met the leader of the Catholic Church, 
while Orlando opted for a blue suit.

The couple also spoke with bishop 
Paul Tighe, the Secretary of the Ponti i-
cal Council for Culture, during the event.

Their trip to Italy comes just weeks 
after Katy hinted that she and Orlando 
were back together as she said she was 
‘spoken for’ and ‘very happy.’

She said during an appearance on 
American Idol: ‘I have been spoken for 
and speak for myself. And I’m very hap-
py!’ Katy was said to be ‘devastated’ 
when she and Orlando broke up last year.

A source previously said to Enter-
tainment Tonight: ‘She was truly dev-
astated... She did a lot of soul searching 
and feels she is ready for a relationship.

‘Orlando was begging [for] her 
back, soon after the break-up. Katy 
knew she was in no way ready, but 
they continued to talk regularly. They 
were best friends at the very least.’

The couple appeared to con irm 
they had reunited when they were 
spotted enjoying a mini-break in 
Prague, Czech Republic, in late Feb-
ruary.

The sighting came after fans saw 
the pair holidaying in the Maldives in 
early January, prompting rumours of 
a reconciliation.

It’s thought the reunion could 
even date back to as early as Septem-
ber 2017, when Katy and Orlando 
were spotted paddle-boarding in the 
singer’s home town of Santa Barba-
ra, California, despite insisting they 
were both single.

In August, they were seen ‘kissing 
and cuddling’ at an Ed Sheeran con-

cert in Los Angeles and after the show he 
gave her a ride home on his motorcycle.

The couple were irst seen lirting 
at a Golden Globes party back in Janu-
ary 2016, but split in March 2017 after 
a year together.

The couple said in a joint statement 
at the time: ‘Before rumours or falsi i-
cations get out of hand we can con irm 
that Orlando and Katy are taking re-
spectful, loving space at this time.’

Katy previously dated singer John 
Mayer, rapper Travie McCoy and was 
married to actor and comedian Russell 
Brand from 2010 to 2012.

Orlando was married to Australian 
supermodel Miranda Kerr from 2010 to 
2013, and they have one child together; 
son Flynn, seven.

Katy Perry and Orlando Bloom are 
now ‘more serious than ever’!

The 27-year-old Cleveland 
Cavaliers player returned 

to Instagram to share a snap 
of himself on the court after 
they won a game against the 
Indiana Pacers, captioned: 
WHAT AN ATMOSPHERE IN 
THE Q!! GREAT WIN #OnTo-
TheNextOne’.

Yet in light of recent 
claims he cheated on his girl-
friend whilst she was heav-
ily pregnant, the comments 
section was awash with re-
marks such as: ‘Try winning 
Khloé back instead of win-
ning the games’. Commenting 
in droves, Kardashian fans 
wrote: ‘Yh onto the next girl’; 
‘booom onto the next one 
for Tristan’; ‘You’re better at 
playing women then you are 
at basketball.

‘grab the popcorn for the 
comments’; ‘Who else here 
for the comments #team-
babymamas’; ‘No one will 
any kind of moral conscience 
cares about your sport vic-
tories. How you treat others 
says most about you. Shame 
on you @realtristan13

‘On to the next one really 
applies to you on and off the 
court doesn’t it’; ‘there wasn’t 
a single post about his son 
being born either’, ‘Jerk’.

Tristan did receive some 
positive comments, however, 

with some fans commenting: 
‘All these comments are pret-
ty bad. I am not going to post 
something to put you down. 
I wish you lots of luck. I pray 
for you and send balance your 
way so you can get threw the 
games and be a winner, and 
peace so that you can send 
love and calm thoughts to 
Khloe and the baby.

‘Good game champ! We 
need u in game 7 mode for 
the rest of the playoffs got 
this!!’ Earlier this month, 
Tristan was ilmed kissing 
Blair in a nightclub before re-
treating with her to his room 
in the Four Seasons hotel, in 
Manhattan.

The incident took place 
just days before Khloe gave 
birth to their irst child to-
gether, daughter True, and 
since the footage emerged, 
several more women have 
come forward to claim they 
have enjoyed dalliances with 

the NBA star whilst he was 
dating Khloe.

Whilst Khloe and Tristan 
have not commented on the 
claims, Kim Kardashian ad-
mitted on the Ellen DeGe-
neres show last week ‘I think 
everybody was heartbroken 
for [Khloe]. Literally days 
before she gives birth her 
boyfriend is seen on video 
cheating.’

Two weeks ago Tristan 
was booed by his home 
crowd as he returned to the 
court after the scandal.

Yet new dad Tristan won 
the crowd over on Sunday 
when he scored 15 points in 
game 7 of the Caveliers’ play-
offs against the Indiana Pacers.

The athlete brie ly trend-
ed onTwitter for his heroics, 
with many tweets alluding 
to his alleged affair with In-
stagram model Lani Blair on 
April 7.

The Canadian NBA star 
was ridiculed on the so-
cial media site, with one 
user writing, ‘If only Tristan 
Thompson put this much ef-
fort into covering his tracks 
like he is today in Game 7.’

Another quipped: 
‘Thompson is more worried 
about protection in game 7 
than he was when he was 
wilding with his side chicks.’

Tristan Thompson savaged by trolls as he
FINALLY breaks social media silence!


