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SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 08 M : 

Sikkim joined the 
nation in cel-

ebrating the AFC 
Women’s Football 
Day 2018 on the 
occasion of Interna-
tional Women’s Day 
on Thursday. Sikkim 
Football Association 
[SFA] celebrated AFC 
Women’s Football 
Day 2018 with vari-
ous events in differ-
ent parts of the State. 
On the occasion, 300 
girl footballers of the 
State participated in var-
ious events at Gangtok, 
Pakyong, Soreng, Gyalsh-
ing, Namchi and Mangan.

SFA president, Menla 
Ethenpa declared the fes-
tival open at Paljor Stadi-
um this afternoon. Sixty 
footballers from Gangtok 
and surrounding areas 

participated in the cele-
bration at Paljor Stadium. 
On the occasion all partic-
ipants were provided with 
#SHEPOWER tee shirts.

SFA president stat-

ed that the festival was 
held to provide equal 
opportunities to girls 
and encourage them to 
come forward in football. 
He mentioned that AFC 

has been fostering 
women’s football 
for its development 
through such pro-
grammes. He in-
formed that All India 
Football Federation 
is also organizing In-
dian Women’s Foot-
ball League this year 
for the irst time.

The programme 
was also attended 
by vice president, Dr 
Sonam T Ethenpa, 
executive members, 
Chung Chung Bhut-

ia and Susan Lachungpa 
and international foot-
ballers, Puspa Gurung 
and Anuradha Chettri 
from Sikkim.

SFA celebrates AFC Women’s Football Day

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 M :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling has extend-

ed condolences to the 
bereaved family of re-
nowned litterateur, Indra 
Bahadur Rai, who passed 
away on 06 Mar this year.

In his message, the CM 
said, “To say that the pass-
ing away of late Indra Ba-
hadur Rai [03 Feb 1927-06 
Mar 2018] is a great loss 
for Nepali literature is an 
understatement. Late Rai, 
who devoted his entire life 
to writing masterpieces, 
was a literary giant globally.

Late Indra Bahadur 
Rai, who along with Baira-
gi Kainla and Ishwor Ballav 
co-propounded a literary 
genre, namely ‘Teshro 
Aayam’, will be remem-
bered as a master of the 
dimensional literature 
movement [‘Aayameli An-
dolan’]. His quest to seek 
totality and modernity in 
Nepali literature, begin-
ning in the early 60s, per-
sisted within him and what 
came out of that quest was 
another movement called 
‘Lila Lekhan’ in the 1970s.

However, his writings 
can hardly be con ined 
to these stylistic genres. 
The reach of his pen was 
far too vast and whatever 
he wrote, he wrote pen-
etratingly. As an Indian 
Gorkha, he felt an inher-
ent impulse to re lect the 
angst, emanating from 
the existential struggles 
of a community that has 
historically grappled 
with an identity crisis.

His writings uncannily 
blended a local relevance 

with a transcendent 
universal appeal, thus 
enabling him to reach 
out to readers beyond 
the con ines of his lan-
guage. He received sev-
eral notable awards like 
Sahitya Akademi Award, 
Jagadambashri Puraskar 
and Agam Singh Giri Sm-
riti Puraskar. He was also 
conferred with Doctorate 
of Literature [Honouris 
Causa] by the University 
of North Bengal for his 
notable contribution to 
Nepali literature.

The most salient and 
striking thing about late 
Rai was how almost all 
his writings were lion-
ized by critics at the high-
est level and devoured by 
his readers.

If I am allowed to 
recall, we in Nirman 
Prakashan had the priv-
ilege of publishing his 
works under a series 
called ‘Indra Sampurna’ 
and other works. We will 
always cherish the hon-
our that he gave us by so 
humbly allowing us to 
publish his works.

Our generation has 
been and generations to 
come will be so privileged 
to live off and draw from 
the legacy of cosmic pro-
portions that he left behind.

Apart from being a 
world class writer, late Rai 
was an ideal husband who 
loved his wife as his own 
soul. He had lost his wife, 
late Mayadevi Rai on 27 
Aug, 2017. He is survived 
by his two daughters, a son 
and grandchildren. I convey 
my heart-felt condolences 
to the bereaved family.”

CM condoles
passing away of 

Indra Bahadur Rai
G , 08 M  [IPR]: 
The third day of the Sev-
enth Session of [Budget 
Session 2018-19] of 9th 
Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly commenced with 
the Question Hour fol-
lowed by the Legislative 
Business [Bill for consid-
eration and passing] and 
Financial Business of the 
Discussion and Voting 
on Separate Demands 
for Grants of the Govern-
ment Departments was 
presented by the Minis-
ters of the concerned de-
partments today.

On the questions 
raised by Member of the 
house, KN Lepcha, re-
garding massive quarry 
of sand and stone from 
the river bed of Leekhu 
Khola, Lower Tarku and 

stone crushing unit that 
has been set up on the 
river reserve, Minister 
for Forest, Environment 
& Wildlife Management 

Department, TW Lep-
cha, informed the house 
that the change of river 
course due to natural 
causes is not a violation 

of any law and in Sikkim 
change in river course 
has been taking place 
since long time back. 
Removal of loose stone 

and sand from river bed 
is allowed based on an 
environment impact as-
sessment by the District 
Environment Impact 
Assessment Authority 
headed by the concerned 
District Collector as per 
the Sikkim Forest Rules, 
2006.

One of the condi-
tions of the Environment 
impact Assessment by 
district authority is that 
the quarry site should 
be such that it is re-
stocked regularly by the 
river which is assessed 
by the district author-
ity comprising of icers 
from Mines, Minerals 
and Geology & Irrigation 
Departments apart from 
Forest Environment & 
Wildlife Management De-

partment. Hence, there 
will be no change in the 
river course due to al-
lotment of any quarry as 
quarries are regularly re-
plenished by natural pro-
cess. Quarrying permit is 
allowed after tender for a 
period of one year after 
which the site is re-ten-
dered.  The department 
has not allowed illegal 
and indiscriminate sand 
and stone quarrying in 
the river bed, the Minis-
ter added.

Also replying to the 
question regarding the 
residents of the area suf-
fering from health haz-
ard due to the pollution 
caused by stone crushing 
activity, Minister Lepcha 
informed that several 

Sikkim Water Supply and Water Charges 
[Amendment] Bill passed in Assembly

Springshed 
Development 
Project to 
help curb 
water scarcity 
in Kpg
K , 08 M : 
Kalimpong town and 
its surrounding villages 
have been facing acute 
drinking water scarcity 
from the past decade. The 
problem is so severe that 
residents of Kalimpong 
town receive water sup-
ply only twice a week. In 
villages, people have to 
depend on local springs. 

In a new initiative, 
the West Bengal State 
Government has initiated 
the ‘Springshed Develop-
ment Project’ to try and 
solve water scarcity in 
the area.

The project has already 
begun in three blocks 
of Kalimpong - Algarah, 
Gorubathan and Pudung 
GPU, informs Kalimpong 
Block Development Of icer, 
Dipanjan Naskar. 

He added that the 
project will help reduce 
water scarcity in the cho-
sen areas. He adds that it 
will not only solve the wa-
ter supply problems, but 
will also generate employ-
ment for the local people.

“126 springshed de-
velopment projects are 
underway in 42 gram 
panchayats,” informed 
the BDO.

Panchayat Assistant 
Pudung GP, Karun Acha-
rya said, “Under Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Act the Spring 
development project 
works will preserve natu-
ral springs in the area”. 

Dhan Bahadur 
Chettri, a volunteer un-
der the project informed 
that the project has bene-
itted about 100 families.

“Every day after ill-
ing the water carrier we 
submit the report of the 
total water low to the 
Panchayat of ice,” he said.
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WOMEN’S DAY OBSERVED AT INDCHEMIE PVT LTD
G , 08 M : Indchemie Health Specialities Pvt Ltd, Kumrek Unit in 
East Sikkim today distributed sweets among women and men workers of its 
unit to commemorate International Women’s Day. They also discussed the 
responsibilities, rights and importance of women in making a better society, 
a press release informs.

SikkimSCAN

pollution abatement conditions 
have been imposed by the Sikkim 
State Pollution Control Board while 
issuing consent to operate for stone 
crushers such as sprinkling of wa-
ter on the machines, wind breaks 
and sedimentation tank.

Replying to the question re-
garding the loss of life and prop-
erty of the public due to wildlife 
menace, Minister Lepcha informed 
the house that man-animal con lict 
is a nation-wide problem which is 
related to environmental chang-
es triggered by global warming. In 
Sikkim’s context, it includes change 
in fruiting pattern of wild avocado, 
chestnut and oak trees and tem-
perature and micro planet changes 
in forest areas. The department has 
recognized the entire problem and 
is supporting the state by provid-
ing compensation fund for wildlife 
attacks. The department also deals 
with wildlife attacks by tranquiliz-
ing and trans-locating animals.

Minister for Commerce & Indus-
tries Department, Ugen T Gyatso, in 
his reply to the question put forth 
by Member of the house, RN Cham-
ling, regarding employment of local 
youth in Pharmaceutical compa-
nies said that 8,636 local youths are 
working in 50 different Pharmaceu-
tical companies within the State.

On the question raised by 
Member of the house, KN Lepcha, 

regarding status report on the 
condition of Tholung Monastery, 
Chief Minister who is the Leader 
of the House and is also the Min-
ister-In-Charge of Ecclesiastical 
Affairs Department, Pawan Cham-
ling, said that the government has 
decided to demolish the existing 
gumpa and that reconstruction 
of new gumpa on the same site is 
coming up. 

He also informed that the Tour-
ism Department will be taking up 
the construction work. He added 
that the government had sanc-
tioned and released a grant of Rs 
5.00 lakh and later during the year 
2012, a sum of Rs 10 lakh was sanc-
tioned to Tholung Gumpa under 
NDRF which was released through 
the District Collector [North] to the 
Gumpa Committee. Mr Chamling 
also said that all the other gumpas 
which had been destroyed during 
the earthquake will be restored and 
the work will start soon.

During the legislative business, 
Minister-in-charge, Tulsi Devi Rai, 
introduced the Sikkim Water Sup-
ply and Water Charges [Amend-
ment] Bill, Bill No 4 of 2018 which 
was introduced on the irst day of 
the Budget Session and was moved 
and passed by the house today.

Minister for Health Care, Hu-
man Services & Family Welfare, 
Information & Public Relations, 
Printing & Stationery Depart-

ments, AK Ghatani, presented the 
demands of the departments un-
der his charge which was followed 
by discussion and voting.

While replying to queries made 
by the Members of the House, RN 
Chamling, Chandra Maya Subba, 
Kunga Nima Lepcha and Shyam 
Pradhan, on various issues, the 
Minister-in-Charge, AK Ghatani, 
said that it is the prerogative of the 
government to ensure optimum 
quality health services for the Sik-
kimese people.

The Minister also informed 
the house about the up-coming 50 
bedded AYUSH Hospital in Gyalsh-
ing, West Sikkim which he said will 
boost health tourism in the State 
in coming days. He also mentioned 
that construction of ANM training 
centre in Gyalshing was on the 
verge of completion. Stressing on 
how the Government is focusing on 
health care of the people, the Min-
ister stated that a total number of 
4,065 patients have been referred 
outside the State till now and that 
all the expenses have been taken 
up by the State government.

Replying to a question put 
forth by MLA RN Chamling, he said 
that the State Health Care Depart-
ment is fully committed towards 
distribution of life medicines in all 
district hospitals, Primary Health 
Centers [PHCs] and Primary Health 
Sub-Centers [PHSCs] and regular 

checking are being conducted to 
ensure that basic medicines are 
available in all the hospitals.

Regarding the need of an or-
thopedic doctor in Gyalshing Dis-
trict hospital, the Minister assured 
to look into the matter.

Health Minister, Mr Ghatani, 
also responded to the queries put 
forth by MLA RN Chamling re-
garding the fund allocation of Rogi 
Kalyan Sangh [RKS] and informed 
that each District Hospital is get-
ting Rs 10 lakh with Rs 1.75 lakh 
for PHCs and Rs 20,000 for PHSCs.

The house passed the Demands 
for Grants under the charge of the 
Minister Health Care, HS&FW, 
IPR and Printing and Stationery 
Departments.

Similarly, the separate De-
mands for Grants for Building and 
Housing and Transport Depart-
ment were placed by the concerned 
Minister-in-Charge, DT Lepcha. 
Replying to a question put forth by 
MLA RN Chamling, the Minister in-
formed that the construction work 
of Stairway to Heaven at Daramdin 
will be completed by 2019.

The house passed the Demands 
for Grants under the charge of the 
Minister for Building and Housing 
and Transport Department.

Similarly, Minister in-charge 
for Rural Management & Develop-
ment, Panchayati Raj and Coopera-
tion Departments, SB Subedi, pre-

sented the demands of the depart-
ments under his charge which was 
followed by discussion and voting 
on Demands for Grants.

Members of the house, KN Lep-
cha, Bikram Pradhan, RN Chamling 
and Chandra Maya Subba, partici-
pated in the discussion. 

MLA RN Chamling talked about 
water shortages and the implemen-
tation of Dhara Vikas to which the 
Minister replied that water short-
age problem is prevalent not just 
in the State but everywhere in the 
world. He also informed about the 
success of Dhara Vikas and talk-
ed about the implementation and 
how it has been recognised and ap-
plauded by the Centre as well.

Replying to a question on the 
Reconstruction of Earthquake 
Damaged Rural Houses scheme 
[REDRH] of the government, the 
Minister said that all houses under 
this scheme will be completed by 
2019.

The house passed the Demands 
for Grants under the charge of the 
Minister for Rural Management & 
Development, Panchayati Raj and 
Cooperation Departments.

Minister for Human Resource 
Development, Sports & Youth Af-
fairs and Law, Legislative & Par-
liamentary Affairs Departments, 
RB Subba, replied to questions put 
forth by MLAs Kunga Nima Lepcha, 
RN Chamling and Chandra Maya 

Subba.
On the question of difference in 

salaries of Adhoc teachers and Sar-
va Shiksha Abhiyan teachers raised 
by MLA Kunga Nima Lepcha, Min-
ister Subba said that SSA and RUSA 
are schemes where NCTE rules are 
not implemented and thus people 
are put on adhoc basis. He said 
that Project Approval Board ap-
proves and directs in terms of sal-
aries of different sections and thus 
pay scale is different for each one.

MLA Kunga Nima Lepcha said 
that direct telecast of Assembly 
proceedings should be done so that 
people can watch it for their bene it 
which the Minister welcomed. He 
also requested for enhancement in 
salary, pensions and medical facili-
ties of MLAs to which the Minister 
said that the House Committee has 
already deliberated, approved and 
it is under process.

Minister Subba also highlight-
ed about the various facets of 
the HRDD and talked about the 
various schemes of the dtate gov-
ernment. The Minister also high-
lighted about the Organic Farming 
Practice Education which has been 
started in 32 schools.

The house passed the Demands 
for Grants under the charge of the 
Minister Human Resource Devel-
opment, Sports & Youth Affairs 
and Law, Legislative & Parliamen-
tary Affairs Departments.

Sikkim Water Supply and Water Charges [Amendment] Bill passed...
Contd from pg01

Temi Tea
Estate observes 
Women’s Day
REBYNA RANA
T , 08 M :

Labour Department, Government 
of Sikkim in collaboration with 

Sikkim Building and Other Construc-
tion Workers’ Welfare Board organ-
ised a daylong awareness program 
cum distribution of welfare items un-
der Building and Other Construction 
Workers Act, 1996 today here at Temi 
Tea Estate in South Sikkim.                                                   

Temi Tea Estate is a predomi-
nantly manual worker based agro 
industry. Incidentally, the majority of 
workers are women with above 57.8 
% of them directly engaged with plan-
tation, factory processing and pack-
aging, informed Managing Director, 
Temi Tea Estate, Mrinalini Srivastav.

The tea estate has undergone 
changes under the leadership of Chief 
Minister Pawan Chamling since it was 
declared ‘fully organic’ back in 2008. 

Principal Secretary, Commerce 
and Industries Department, Arvind 
Kumar has taken pro active measures 
to upgrade the tea estate.

Principal Development Commis-
sioner, VB Pathak and Labour Secre-
tary, LP Chertri, have further focused 
on labour welfare aspects of Temi. 
In this connection Temi celebrated 
International Women’s Day where 
Labour Department selected close 
to 222 workers who received com-
plementary blankets and sweaters.                                                                                             
The event was held at Tea Estate un-
der the direction of senior member of 
Labour Welfare Board cum general 
secretary, All Sikkim Democratic La-
bour Front [ASDLF], Hari Chettri who 
also chaired the function as the chief 
guest. 

In his address, Mr Hari, enlight-
ened the gathering about registration 
and how workers can bene it by reg-
istering with the Board.

He further said that the Board will 
take care of the worker’s children in 
the ield of education and medical 
emergencies. 

“Treat the tea garden as your own 
property and work honestly to make 
it fruitful,” he added. 

Temi Tea also became one of the 
highest wages paying tea estate in the 
country according to the noti ication 
of Government of Sikkim in July 2017.

One of the workers said that with 
Mrinalini Srivastav as the Managing 
Director of the tea estate many pos-
itive changes have come within the 
estate. 

“We are very thankful to her for 
looking after us and taking care of our 
problems,” she said. 

The program was attended by la-
bourers, panchayats, ex panchayats, 
Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
Basant Rai, Inspector Labour Depart-
ment, Subash Rai, Joint Labour and 
Commissioner, DS Kunwar.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 M :

Aritar Dalapchand Lampokhari De-
velopment Society (ADLDS) on 07 

Mar held the second coordination meet-
ing regarding the celebration of 11th 
Lampokhari Tourism Festival (LTF) 
2018 at Aritar, Dalapchand, East Sikkim. 
The festival is scheduled to be held from 
26 to 28 Mar, a press release informs. 

The meeting was chaired by area MLA, 
Bikram Pradhan with Denzong Agricul-
tural Cooperative Society Chairperson, 

Puran Kumar Gurung, DACS Managing 
Director, Dhiraj Pradhan, line department 
of icers from Rongli Sub Division, police 
of icers from Rhenock and Rongli Police 
Stations, members of celebration com-
mittee and ADLDS, Zilla and Gram Pan-
chayats and local hoteliers in attendance. 

ADLDS general secretary, Mani Ku-
mar Gurung in his address highlighted 
the progress of the fund raising activi-
ties in the area to conduct the festival.

Panchayat members and of icers 
suggested various ways to make the 

event attractive and successful. 
DACS chairperson, Puran Kumar Gu-

rung and Managing Director donated 
funds from their department along with 
area MLA Bikram Pradhan. 

Proprietor of Orange Court Resort, 
Karma Dawa Sherpa, highlighted about 
the Tourist Entertainment Camp at Lam-
pokhari which has already begun from 
02 Mar. The month-long camp at Lam-
pokhari was inaugurated by area MLA, 
Bikram Pradhan on 02 Mar and will go 
on till 31 Mar, informs the release.

Coordination meeting for Lampokhari
Tourism Fest held at Aritar 

Lingi Paiyong SS 
observes International 
Women’s Day
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 M :

Lingi Paiyong Government Secondary 
School, South Sikkim observed In-

ternational Women’s Day today with its 
staff and students on the theme “Press for 
Progress”. On the occasion, school teacher, 
Jyoti Gurung, highlighted on the day and 
its importance. Students recited poems 
on the importance of women and their 
role in society. Prizes which were spon-
sored by Ms Gurung were distributed to 
the students, a press release informs.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 M :

Gorkha Apex Com-
mittee, in a press re-

lease issued today, has 
slammed Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling’s state-
ment regarding Article 
371F in the ongoing Bud-
get Session in the State 
Assembly of Sikkim say-
ing, ‘it is totally against 
Sikkim and its people’.

On the second day of 
the Budget Session, the 
CM had reportedly said 
that Article 371F is a Par-
liamentary subject and 
the state cannot make any 
changes to it. This was in 
response to allegations 
that Article 371F is not 
being safeguarded by the 
present government.  

Criticizing the Chief 
Minister on his remarks, 

the release issued by GAC 
chief advisor, RS Gadaily 
says that the CM should 
be aware that Parliament 
cannot override the Con-
stitution.

“Indian Constitution 
imparts constitutional 
supremacy and not par-
liamentary supremacy. 
Neither State or Central 
Government nor the Par-
liament of India can do 
away with Article 371F,” 
the release reads. 

GAC has also said that 
the state government 
should stop celebrating 
its victory on Income Tax 
Exemption and should 
shed light on the Regis-
tration of Companies Act 
[Sikkim], 1996.

“The urgency shown 
in implementing Com-

GAC criticizes
CM’s remarks on

Article 371F 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 M :

North Sikkim has been 
selected as one of the 

10 best performing dis-
tricts in the Country in 
the category of ‘Effective 
Community Engagement’ 
under Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao scheme.

The District Collector 
North, Karma R Bonpo re-
ceived the award today at 
Jhunjunu Rajasthan from 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on the occasion of In-
ternational Women’s Day.

The DC North has ex-
tended gratitude to the 
ADCs and SDMs, SP North 
and team, hard-working 
CDPOS and ICDS team, 
CMO North  and team, 
JD HRDD and team, Dep-
uty Director Sports and 
team, DIO IPR and team, 
ICPS of icers, BDOs and 

all District Of icers. He 
has also extended his 
gratitude to Adhakshya, 
Up Adhakshya and the 
entire Panchayats for 
their active support.

The DC has further 
thanked the MLAs of the 
District, TW Lepcha, So-
nam Gyatso Lepcha and 
Ugen Nedup Bhutia for 
supporting the admin-
istration and giving en-
couragement and also 
thanked Minister SJEWD, 
Tulsi Devi Rai, Secretary 
SJEWD and their team for 
their kind support.  

Mr Bonpo has espe-
cially thanked the Chief 
Minister for providing an 
enabling environment for 
the development of wom-
en in the State and for con-
stantly motivating the Dis-
trict to achieve greater and 
inclusive development.

North Sikkim amongst
10 best performing districts of

country under BBBP scheme

turn to pg03
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Gangtok on 

Friday, 
09 Mar

Temp: 22°C /08°C
Forecast: Periods 
of clouds and sun-
shine with a shower 
in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 05:52AM
Sunset: 5:41 PM

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DERBY MEET THURSDAY

Draw No:7 DrawDate on:08/03/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 89A 1567
(Including Super Prize Amt)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
3361 5260 6478 6851 7557
3rd Prize Rs.3,000/-
0189 0351 3233 3623 3697 5804 6476 7082 8142 8831
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0303 0539 0970 2097 4389 6286 7084 8258 9864 9946
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1821 1861 2052 2435 3418 4170 4990 6165 6795 7389
6th Prize Rs.100/-
0027 0059 0064 0071 0083 0159 0169 0216 0299 0306
0315 0325 0327 0354 0355 0376 0389 0408 0414 0455
0463 0470 0479 0483 0487 0546 0553 0555 0565 0588
0594 0611 0615 0624 0627 0628 0634 0637 0644 0688
0700 0708 0711 0740 0766 0777 0821 0827 0888 0895
0909 0927 0946 0954 0963 0971 0979 0989 1008 1033
1037 1058 1075 1096 1125 1140 1148 1168 1196 1229
1233 1253 1300 1316 1320 1332 1376 1391 1394 1398
1450 1491 1492 1528 1542 1550 1562 1580 1581 1600
1641 1699 1701 1732 1746 1780 1813 1815 1868 1876
1887 1908 1925 1928 1934 1961 1972 1975 2009 2036
2049 2074 2109 2117 2119 2122 2123 2155 2166 2170
2205 2227 2292 2293 2378 2379 2380 2388 2400 2429
2489 2553 2556 2570 2573 2585 2605 2612 2621 2667
2817 2879 2901 2904 2912 2919 2930 2949 2953 3007
3010 3031 3059 3114 3117 3162 3169 3209 3245 3250
3275 3297 3305 3332 3353 3359 3372 3382 3387 3393
3404 3413 3446 3466 3485 3509 3531 3542 3550 3559
3586 3589 3603 3615 3641 3650 3670 3687 3699 3739
3746 3760 3766 3768 3793 3815 3830 3831 3847 3849
3871 3883 3920 3932 3953 3961 3972 3974 4076 4078
4120 4132 4151 4152 4181 4187 4195 4222 4226 4252
4263 4311 4316 4343 4359 4375 4377 4387 4427 4433
4449 4463 4464 4468 4483 4494 4499 4574 4580 4594
4605 4637 4710 4733 4788 4800 4851 4909 4916 4955
4959 4981 4984 4986 4988 5002 5008 5022 5033 5087
5098 5110 5120 5128 5154 5155 5161 5166 5237 5265
5287 5333 5339 5349 5355 5437 5445 5503 5508 5519
5532 5542 5549 5580 5629 5707 5716 5719 5733 5735
5768 5775 5776 5818 5830 5832 5877 5883 5902 5931
6000 6030 6044 6056 6097 6109 6111 6117 6131 6143
6176 6195 6224 6232 6246 6273 6284 6329 6372 6410
6423 6448 6465 6497 6522 6560 6577 6594 6597 6613
6631 6659 6670 6709 6724 6765 6774 6777 6834 6844
6855 6873 6891 6923 6948 6984 7022 7023 7027 7033
7043 7054 7056 7091 7096 7112 7116 7149 7172 7219
7264 7282 7292 7328 7345 7387 7410 7443 7448 7465
7479 7482 7495 7531 7536 7549 7561 7603 7625 7645
7680 7703 7714 7734 7735 7743 7754 7798 7831 7865
7877 7902 7909 7911 7938 7939 7968 7973 8016 8018
8052 8097 8105 8109 8126 8148 8174 8190 8230 8237
8259 8311 8325 8340 8394 8405 8451 8545 8551 8555
8599 8656 8679 8698 8700 8710 8754 8769 8776 8786
8829 8864 8913 8920 8923 8959 8997 9029 9070 9076
9078 9081 9089 9127 9151 9193 9223 9243 9249 9252
9255 9272 9275 9305 9314 9327 9329 9330 9331 9336
9346 9355 9361 9386 9387 9410 9411 9416 9429 9490
9492 9530 9560 9581 9591 9593 9610 9613 9614 9631
9660 9665 9676 9700 9733 9736 9798 9817 9827 9865
9876 9900 9915 9917 9919 9926 9929 9935 9975 9980
Issued by:
The Director,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim,Deorali - 737102,Sikkim
please: Visit :www.sikkimlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETE

panies Act, 2013 even 
before it is noti ied by 
the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs is a major setback 
and violation of Article 
371F,” reads the release.

GAC has also slammed 
the opposition for not 
bringing up the issue and 
raising ‘irrelevant’ ques-
tions on the time limit for 
Income Tax exemption to 
Sikkimese. 

IT exemption will re-
main as long as the com-
petent authority i.e the 
people of Sikkim wants it 
to remain, GAC has said.

Regarding the Lim-
boo-Tamang Assembly 
seat reservation issue the 
committee has said that 
the CM’s statement was 
‘confusing and misleading’.

The release adds that 
in order to achieve per-
manent solution to LT is-

sue the bill seeking con-
stitutional rights must be 
‘tabled in the Parliament 
of India’. 

“Only a full-fledged 
debate in Parliament 
can ensure permanent 
solution to the long 
pending issue of seat 
reservation in Sikkim. 
The Union Cabinet 
alone cannot decide the 
political future of Sik-
kim and its people,” the 

release says.
GAC has further said 

that an interim solution 
on LT seat reservation 
will not be accepted by 
the people of Sikkim. If 
the North East Demo-
cratic Alliance [NEDA] 
partners are sincere 
towards the people of 
Sikkim then they must 
table the bill in Parlia-
ment at the earliest, it 
adds.

GAC criticizes CM’s remarks on Article 371F 
Contd from pg02

BJP observes 
Women’s Day 
with lowers 
in Singtam 
YOGEN THATAL
S , 08 M :

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s  Sikkim unit cel-

ebrated International 
Women’s Day here today. 

BJP’s Cheli Wing ob-
served the day by offer-
ing lowers to women in 
the bazaar area. 

The drive, which be-
gan from the BJP party 
of ice at Golitar, conclud-
ed at Goskhan Dara.

Party workers dis-
tributed lowers to wom-
en in the streets, bazaar 
and even at homes. 

The drive was led by 
the BJP Sikkim pesident, 
DB Chauhan. He was ac-
companied by the party 
members and supporters. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 M ;

A three-day long Teach-
er Training Pro-

gramme, “INSPIRE,” is 
being organized by Heart-
fulness Education Trust in 
collaboration with Human 
Resource Development 
Department at Healthful-
ness Meditation Center 
at the ICAR Complex in 
Tadong from 08-10 Mar.

A press release in-
forms that the pro-
gramme is being organ-

ised to equip teachers to 
face challenges posed by 
rapid economic develop-
ment in the State which 
has resulted in decline of 
spiritual and moral val-
ues in the society result-
ing in challenges such as 
drug abuse and suicides.

Former Additional 
Director [SCERT], Indira 
Joshi, addressing the par-
ticipants as chief guest 
on the inaugural day, 
thanked the Trust for or-
ganizing the training. 

Urging all the teach-
ers of Sikkim to attend 
the programme well, she 
suggested that the Trust 
organise more such pro-
grammes in the future to 
enable more teachers to 
get similarly trained and 
contribute towards build-
ing a healthy society.

47 schools partic-
ipated in the training 
represented mostly by 
Principals of private and 
government schools.

On the irst day, the 

training dealt with heart-
fulness relaxation and 
meditation, applicability 
and signi icance of evolv-
ing culture in classrooms, 
the scienti ic rationale of 
heart based education and 
how it affects the brain 
and its development, the 
various approaches to-
wards teaching and meth-
ods involved in the same, 
and classroom dynamics. 

Later, the participants 
reviewed the various les-
son plans of the Heart-

fulness Way which aid in 
imparting value educa-
tion to the students.

Programme Directors 
of Teacher Training Pro-
grammes, Heartfulness 
Education Trust from 
Chennai, Dr S Shama-
la Krishna and Nirmala 
Sundaram, were the chief 
resource persons.

Heartfulness Train-
er from Kolkata, Leena 
Dave, trained the partic-
ipants on Heartfulness 
meditation techniques.

INSPIRE training to help teachers
help build a healthy society

G , 08 M  [IPR]: 
Tribal Research Institute, 
Social Justice Empow-
erment and Welfare De-
partment, is organizing 
a ive-day  workshop on 
“Preservation, Promo-
tion and Further enrich-
ment of Tribal Culture 
Tradition and Heritage 
of Sikkim”. The workshop 
began today at the Sam-
aj Kalyan Bhawan here 
with the Tribal Welfare 
Board chairperson, So-
nam Gyatso Bhutia, as 

the chief guest. 
In his address, Mr 

Bhutia acknowledged the 
Chief Minister’s initia-
tives towards the devel-
opment and promotion 
of the tribals of Sikkim.  

Social Justice Em-
powerment and Welfare 
Department Secretary, 
Sarala Rai, while ad-
dressing the inaugural 
ceremony, spoke on the 
different concepts of Tri-
bals in India. 

She emphasised on 

the importance of the 
progressive technolo-
gies and how they can 
be used to promote and 
preserve tribal culture 
traditions in Sikkim. 

She urged the bud-
ding scholars and acade-
micians in the audience 
to work for the uplift-
ment of tribes in the 
state and come up with 
concrete advice for the 
welfare of tribals. 

The workshop will 
continue till 12 Mar.

Tribal Research Institute workshop on Tribal Culture Tradition 

Women’s Day 
observed at 
Chawang
M , 08 M : Gram Pra-
sashan Kendra at Chawang in 
North Sikkim today observed In-
ternational Women’s Day in a func-
tion which was attended by former 
Zilla Panchayat, Kheemu Lepcha, 
as chief guest.

Police Inspector, Mangan, Kar-
ma Euden, spoke on domestic vi-
olence and women’s rights while 
Child Development Project Of i-
cer, Mangan, Lhanzey Donka, talk-
ed about various schemes under 
Social Justice, Empowerment & 

Welfare Department and impart-
ed information on Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences Act 
[POCSO].

A cultural programme was 
also presented by adolescent girls 
and members of women Self Help 
Groups.
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To Defeat Insular Designs, Get 
Communal for Real

It is wrong to confuse belonging to a 
community with being sectarian

In our country, the word “communal” has too many 
negative connotations associated with and nothing 

illustrates the short-sightedness of the society and 
politicians more than this calumny. The word has 
been misrepresented from its de inition of “belonging 
to a community” to being understood as “sectarian” 
and even its larger connotations of being a “shared” 
experience have been completely lost. Misrepresenta-
tion is one thing, but what is worse is that as a people 
we have become increasingly compartmentalised. At 
a time when the world talks of a global village, it is sad 
that what occupies our collective imagination is an ob-
session with parochial divisions on caste, community, 
ethnic and geographical lines. And now, even political 
leanings. While this shortsightedness serves hateful 
politicians and their politics rather well, it causes too 
much damage to traditional relationships and co-de-
pendence between communities. It goes without say-
ing that these divisions need to be ended, but since 
calls for amity and mutual respect seem to be falling 
on deaf ears, may be the word communal needs to be 
returned to its original de inition and in the resultant 
confusion then, perhaps, the sectarian bhakts will  be-
gin to lounder.

Yes, if the trend is to be reversed, the word needs 
to be understood afresh. If one were to keep an open 
mind, then there is nothing wrong with being ‘com-
munal’, sans the paranoia of course. To continue with 
the argument in support of being communal, it is an 
urgent necessity if the communities are interested in 
preserving their distinct identities in the face of mod-
ernisation and its growing pressure for homogeneity. 
Into the mix has now arrived the impositions of major-
itarian politics.

What one can’t ignore is that the preservation of 
cultures [or for that matter, even political rights] need 
not necessarily involve confrontation. Communalism, 
as in the collective experience that we concern our-
selves with here, and not the lynch mobs and stat-
ue-smashing hordes that the word connotes for most, 
is about sharing and looking inwards and preserving. 
It is not about mere posturing, and should have never 
been allowed to grow beyond the bounds of individual 
communities because then would become a societal 
concern and not a communal issue. The point being 
made here it that people should remain communal 
till the time it concerns only their community, and the 
moment it attracts liabilities on others, the represen-
tation and voices should become societal and more 
encompassing.

In the Sikkim context, the cries alleging evil de-
signs attempting to divide the Sikkimese society on 
caste and community lines can be expected to become 
hoarser as the elections draw closer, but what one 
forgets is that society has always been segregated on 
these lines and will remain so for some time to come. 
While this might be an uncomfortable truth, it cannot 
be denied. Where Sikkim has delivered well is that it 
has never allowed these ‘designs’ to actually tear the 
people apart. Of course, the rhetoric will continue as 
groups seek to tease the natural differences and tra-
ditional prejudices into deeper fault lines. The people 
have not fallen for these designs yet, but that is thanks 
to the inherent pragmatism of the people. Unfortu-
nately, in the absence of debates on important issues 
in the public domain, the ield remains open for pos-
turing to slip in a victory some day. Many a leader has 
managed to incite passions with half-truths, selective 
amnesia and blinkered projections. These have suc-
ceeded essentially among closed groups, but as men-
tioned, since clear defences have not been erected, the 
suspicions could spread. The best defences will come 
from deeper enquiry into issues of identity and history 
and sharper debates on received wisdoms and ground 
realities. The young need to approach these issues 
more keenly because they will be inheriting the load 
of unresolved issues and little understood legacies. 

In the meanwhile, it should be a communal face that 
Sikkim presents to the Centre – a people communal as 
Sikkimese and not as Sikkimese BLs and Sikkimese 
Nepalese or Sikkimese Byaparis. The States hands are 
already tied given its small size and further segrega-
tion will only make the Sikkimese voice even more fee-
ble and incoherent in Delhi. Let’s accept it, a lot that 
needs to be done in and for Sikkim needs to make its 
way from Delhi. If anyone is to take Sikkim seriously, 
everyone here needs to speak in the same voice. This 
will require Sikkim to not only shed its prejudices and 
take everyone into con idence, but also compare notes 
and speak more earnestly for each other. 

That digression aside, it is important that people 
belong to a community with pride – something that 
come only with security and con idence – instead of 
being divided by fear. When we become communal on 
these lines, the hate of sectarian divisiveness will ind 
no takers. 

LEWIS DAVIS & ASTGHIK 
MAVISAKALYAN
theconversation.com

In the face of overwhelming evi-
dence of gender discrimination and 

sexual harassment, should we really 
devote energy to changing how peo-
ple speak? Surprisingly, an emerging 
body of research suggests we should. 
Gendered language – using “he” or 
“she” instead of “they” – is one of the 
root causes of gender inequality at 
work.

Speaking a heavily gendered 
language may highlight gender dis-
tinctions in the mind of the speaker, 
leading to more pronounced gender 
roles and greater disparities in social 
outcomes across men and women.

But the ight over gendered lan-
guage may easily seem frivolous. A 
group of 314 teachers in France re-
cently declared they would no longer 
teach the rule that “the masculine 
prevails over feminine” when it came 
to plural norms.

This initiative follows a similar 
case in Sweden where teachers start-
ed replacing the pronouns “him” and 
“her” with an arti icial genderless 
pronoun “hen”, which was subse-
quently introduced into the country’s 
of icial dictionary. And in the New 
York Times, Carmel McCoubrey advo-
cated using “they” as a gender-neu-
tral singular pronoun, in place of the 
more awkward “he or she”.
WHAT IS GENDERED LANGUAGE?

Languages differ signi icantly in how 

gender is woven into their structure. 
Nouns have no gender in English 
but may be masculine or feminine in 
Spanish.

Languages also differ with respect 
to the gender structure of their pro-
nouns. English, for example, distin-
guishes between male and female 
gender in the third person singular: 
he (masculine) versus she (feminine).

Finnish, on the other hand, a gen-
derless language, only knows the 
neutral: hän (he/she). Other languag-
es express gender even in the irst or 
second person, such as Arabic: (anta 
– you, masculine) vs (anti – you, fem-
inine).

Combining these grammatical 
rules allows researchers to rank lan-
guages on how gendered they are, 
and then investigate whether speak-
ing a more highly gendered language 
is systematically associated with in-
equalities between men and women.

THE IMPACT OF GEN-
DERED LANGUAGE

Gendered language leads to gender 
inequalities at work, contributing to 
fewer women working and working 

shorter hours.
Controlling for other relevant fac-

tors, in countries in which the dom-
inant language is highly gendered, 
11% fewer women work outside the 
house, a key measure of women’s i-
nancial independence and bargaining 
position within the household.

And this outcome is not some 
kind of accident. Instead it directly 
re lects support for gender inequality 
in employment.

In an international survey cover-
ing nearly 100 countries, speaking 
a gendered language signi icantly 
increases the share of the popula-
tion that agrees with the statement: 
“When jobs are scarce, men should 
have more right to a job than women.”

In short, gendered talk leads to 
gendered thought.

The gender intensity of language 
also plays an important role in 
outcomes related to education, pay, 
and corporate leadership. Speaking 
a highly gendered language is 
associated with a two-year increase 
in the gender gap in educational 
attainment. 

Living in a country in which the 
dominant language is highly gen-
dered is associated with a 25% in-
crease in the gender wage gap, the 
difference in pay for otherwise simi-
lar men and women. It’s also associ-
ated with fewer women on corporate 
boards and in senior management 
positions.

Research also links gendered lan-
guage to share of housework done by 
men and women, to public policies, 
including the length of maternity 
leave and law requiring female repre-
sentation in public of ice.

So, yes, gendered language mat-
ters, and it matters quite a lot.

As currently spoken, English is a 
mildly gendered language, as it does 
not have gendered nouns and, among 
its pronouns, requires gender only 
for the third person singular. The 
adoption of “they” as a gender-neu-
tral third person singular pronoun, 
would make it non-gendered, the 
lowest category.

Over time, we could expect this 
change to decrease gender dis-
parities across a host of measures, 
including wages, educational at-
tainment, and leadership positions 
in corporate and political life. And 
that is something that everybody, 
regardless of their gender, should 
care about.

[Lewis Davis is Professor of 
Economics, Union College; Ast-

ghik Mavisakalyan is Senior Re-
search Fellow, Curtin University]

Using ‘she’ and ‘he’ reinforces gender
roles and discrimination of women

CHRISTOPHER 
O’BRYAN & 
ALEXANDER 
RICHARD 
BRACZKOWSKI
theconversation.com

A leeting glimpse 
of the black spots 

and gold fur of a leop-
ard is not an uncom-
mon sight at Sanjay 
Gandhi National Park 
in the Indian city of 
Mumbai.

Leopards are often 
thought of as a threat 
to humans, but rather 
than being a problem 
in Mumbai, they may 
actually be helping 
their human neigh-
bours – even saving 
their lives – as we ar-
gue in our paper pub-
lished today in Fron-
tiers in Ecology and 
the Environment.

Recent studies 
suggest there may be 
as many as 41 leop-
ards roaming the 
104km2 park. That’s 
about two to three 
times the leopard density you’d ind in some of the 
most productive savannas in Africa or Sri Lanka.

Mumbai’s leopards live alongside people, most-
ly in informal settlements, and they hunt and kill 
dogs in and around their villages. On average, dogs 
make up about 40% of a Mumbai leopard’s diet.

So what, you might ask. Leopards are one of the 
world’s most adaptable big cats, feeding on more 
than 100 prey items worldwide, so aren’t they just 
doing what an opportunist would do?

A CITY OF DOGS
If you’ve ever visited Mumbai, you’ll probably re-
member a few incredible sights: the Gateway of 
India, Mumbai’s bustling city and teeming traf ic – 
and its dogs.

Hundreds and thousands of dogs. On every 
street corner, in every alley. Recent surveys have 
shown that about 95,000 dogs roam Mumbai. 

We wanted to delve deeper into the uncanny re-
lationship Mumbai’s leopards have with the dogs. 
And what about bites, we asked. Do dogs bite peo-
ple, and what about rabies risk?

After sifting through about 40 newspaper ar-
ticles and online reports, we found that nearly 
75,000 bites are recorded annually in the city (al-
though many more are likely unreported). More 
than 420 people in Mumbai have died from rabies 
as a result of stray dog bites over a 20-year period.

It was at that point we wondered whether leop-
ards help to protect people from dog bites by keep-
ing the dog population down – especially around 
the park where their diet is dominated by dogs.

Surveys performed by population biologist Lex 
Hiby and Nikit Surve of the Wildlife Institute of India 
around the park suggest that the answer is yes. Dog 
densities there are lower and, according to our anal-
yses, citizens might experience only 11% of the bites 
compared with people who live further from the park.

Moreover, by consuming between 800 and 
2,000 dogs per year, we calculate that the leopard 
population saves the Municipal Corporation of 
Greater Mumbai about US$18,000 (A$23,000) in 
sterilisation costs (or 8% of the municipality’s an-
nual sterilisation budget).

IF YOU REMOVE THE LEOPARDS
The inal piece of the puzzle was to model what a 
park with no leopards would look like – a sad pre-
diction if increased urbanisation, deforestation and 
con lict occur over future decades.

Under one set of assumptions, we found dog bites 
could increase by between 140 to more than 5,000 per 
year as dog populations would grow in and around the 
park area. The medical costs for these bites could total 
as much as US$200,000 (A$256,000) per year.

Our research puts a new twist on a large pred-
ator that has been persecuted for millennia, and 
which has generally been viewed as a nuisance to 
stock farmers globally and those living on the edge 

of Sanjay Gandhi National Park.
Leopards are believed to have disappeared 

from about 63-75% of their global range. We have 
to think of large predators in a broader sense – 
they can at times be helpful to farmers, ecosystems 
and even insurance companies.

The big challenge in Sanjay Gandhi National 
Park is not only leopard attacks on the odd pig or 
cattle calf – leopards here sometimes kill people. 
Leopard attacks on people peaked at 25 cases in 
2002. Most of these were attributed to leopards 
moved from other forest patches into Sanjay Gand-
hi, a kind of catch-and-dump scheme by local gov-
ernments for problem animals.

It’s thought this had a chaotic effect on leopard 
home ranges and social structure as leopards are 
territorial. But leopard attacks came to an almost 
complete halt for four years until 2017 when resi-
dents were angered by a spate of new attacks.

The big challenge is to evaluate the bene its 
of these leopards and similar large carnivores; 
it’s equally important to assess the costs of these 
species to local communities. The real issue is nav-
igating the costs with the bene its, and identifying 
those cases of net-bene it.

[Christopher O’Bryan is PhD Candidate, 
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, 

The University of Queensland; Alexander Rich-
ard Braczkowski is PhD Candidate - Wildlife 
Cameraman, The University of Queensland]

Leopards in a city park in India
may help lower human injuries and

deaths from stray dog bites
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K  (A ), 
M  8 (PTI): The 
Bodoland Territorial 
Council (BTC) Chief Ha-
grama Mohilary has as-
sured the leaders of the 
All Assam Gorkha Stu-
dents Union (AAGSU) 
and other organisations 
that the land rights of 
the Gorkha people of 
Bodoland Territorial 
Area Districts (BTAD) 
will remain intact.

Regarding the ongo-
ing controversy over the 
new land policy of the 
BTC which governs BTAD 
comprising four districts, 
Hagrama told reporters 
yesterday that all the 
land rights of the pro-

tected class of the people 
as de ined in Chapter X 
of Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation, 1886 would 
be applicable in the BTC 
area like other parts of 
Assam.

Mohilary made the 
statement after meeting 
delegates of the AAGSU, 
the Assam Nepali Sahitya 

Sabha and the Gorkha 
Sanmiloni among others.

AAGSU president 
Prem Tamang told re-
porters that the discus-
sion with the BTC Chief 
“was very positive as 
they have realised their 
mistakes and clari ied 
the matter in details”.

Lakhi Sedai, Gener-

al Secretary of Assam 
Gorkha Sammilon, said if 
the Council failed to ful il 
their commitments than 
the organisation would 
again be compelled to 
launch agitation against 
the BTC.

A 24-hour BTAD 
bandh on March 6 had 
turned violent forcing 
police to open ire to con-
trol protesters in Chirang 
district where two per-
sons were critically in-
jured and another person 
sustained severe burn 
injuries in neighbouring 
Kokrajhaar district.

The bandh was 
called by the United 
Organisation Coor-

dination Committee 
comprising non-Bodo 
organisations in Kokra-
jhar, including the All 
Koch-Rajbonshi Stu-
dents Union (AKRSU), 
All Bodo Minority Stu-
dents Union (ABMSU), 
All Assam Santhal Stu-
dents Association, All 
Assam Gorkha Students 
Union, Nath Jugi Sanmi-
lan among others.

They opposed the 
land rights policy of the 
BTC barring people liv-
ing in the Council area 
from selling their land to 
non-tribals and demand-
ing land and political 
rights for non Bodos in 
the BTAD.

BTC chief assures Gorkhas on land rights

K , M  8 (PTI): West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee today called upon all 
regional parties to come togeth-
er to defeat the BJP in the Lok 
Sabha elections next year, after 
the TDP decided to pull out its 
ministers from the Union gov-
ernment.

Banerjee also mocked at the 
BJP over its “dream” of captur-
ing power in West Bengal, and 
said it should irst concentrate 
on retaining power at the Centre 
as the “alarm bells have already 
started ringing”.

“All the regional parties 
should come together to de-
feat the BJP in 2019 (Lok Sabha 
poll),” she told an International 
Women’s Day rally organized by 
her Trinamool Congress here.

“Are you (BJP) not able to 
hear the sound of revolt from 
various parts of the country? 
Are you not able to read the 
results in Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh and Gujarat? The TDP 
has walked out,” she said.

Telugu Desam Party chief 
and Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu yes-

terday decided to pull out the 
two TDP ministers in the Modi 
government, saying the party 
took the “painful decision in the 
interest of the state” as it was 
left with “no other option”.

The ruling TDP has been de-
manding special category status 
for Andhra Pradesh.

“The BJP will be defeated 
in 2019. Instead of dreaming 
about capturing power in Ben-
gal, they should look at them-
selves and see whether they can 
retain power at the Centre,” she 
said.

Banerjee said the BJP should 
not be elated over the victory in 

Tripura and alleged it won the 
Assembly polls there through 
“misuse of central forces and 
money power”.

The BJP, she said, won in Tri-
pura because the ruling CPI(M) 
could not put up a ight and 
surrendered before the saffron 
brigade. She, however, noted 
that the Left party, which was in 
power for 25 years, secured over 
45 per cent of the votes polled.

The TMC supremo also crit-
icised vandalisation of statutes 
of political icons and social re-
formers.

Referring to the de iling of 
the bust of Jana Sangh found-
er Syama Prasad Mookherjee 
in Kolkata by activists of a left-
wing organisation, she said a 
few people are trying to sully the 
reputation of the state by engag-
ing in such activities.

Banerjee alleged that the BJP 
was trying to instigate riots in 
the state and said “We should 
go all out to protect communal 
harmony”.

She said women needed to 
take the initiative to protect 
communal harmony.

Mamata calls upon regional parties
to come together to defeat BJP

K , M  8 (PTI): 
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party leader 
Neiphiu Rio was today 
sworn in as Nagaland 
Chief Minister by Gover-
nor P B Acharya at a pub-
lic function here.

This is Rio’s fourth 
term as the chief minis-
ter of the northeastern 
state.

Rio is heading the 
People’s Democratic Alli-
ance government in part-
nership with the BJP in 
the state.

“We will bring change, 
we will work for all sec-
tions and we will leave 
no one behind. Thank you 
for your blessings and 
your support,” he said in 
his address to the crowd 
after taking oath. BJP’s Y 
Patton took oath as depu-
ty chief minister.

Ten other ministers 
were also administered 
oath by Acharya today. 
Of them, six are old-tim-
ers - JD(U)’s K Kaito Aye, 
NDPP’s C M Chang and 
Neiba Kronu and BJP’s 
S Pangnyu Phom, P Pai-
wang Konyak and N Ja-
cob Zhimomi.

The irst-timers, 
who were sworn in to 
the council of ministers, 
include Metsubo Jamir 
of the NDPP, Tongpang 
Ozukum, an Independent 
MLA, Temjen Imna Along 
and V Kashiho Sangtam 
of the BJP.

Tongpang and Along, 
both 37, are the young-

est among the newly-ap-
pointed ministers.

Rio had staked claim 
to form the government 
on March 4 with the sup-
port of 32 legislators in 
the 60-member House 
- 18 MLAs of the NDPP, 
12 of the BJP, one of the 
JD(U) and an Indepen-
dent MLA.

The governor has 
asked the newly-elected 
chief minister to prove 
his majority on the loor 
of the House by March 16.

A galaxy of central 
leaders and the chief 
ministers of northeast-
ern states descended on 
the Kohima Local Ground 
here to attend the swear-
ing-in ceremony.

Defence Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman, Union 
minister Kiren Rijiju, BJP 
president Amit Shah and 
the party’s general secre-
tary Ram Madhav were 
among those present at 
the function.

Outgoing Chief Min-
ister T R Zeliang also at-
tended the event.

This is the irst time 
common people were 
invited to the ceremony 
through newspaper ad-
vertisements, issued by 
the State Department of 
Information and Public 
Relations.

More than 25,000 
people, including work-
ers of political parties, 
witnessed the oath-tak-
ing ceremony, of icial 
sources said.

Neiphiu
Rio takes oath as 

Nagaland CM

Manik Sarkar to 
make CPI(M) of ice

his new home
A , M  8 (PTI): Tripura’s outgoing chief 
minister Manik Sarkar will be today shifting to his 
new residence--the CPI(M) state committee of ice.

Sarkar, who has ruled the state for 20 years, is in 
the process of checking out of his of icial residence on 
Marx-Engels Sarani, about 500 metres from his new 
home, CPI(M) state party secretary Bijan Dhar told 
reporters.

“He would be moving in to the party of ice in a few 
hours. Sarkar would be living in one room of the party 
of ice guest house with his wife Panchali Bhattacha-
rya,” he said.

CPI(M) Of ice Secretary Haripada Das said the vet-
eran leader had asserted that he would “eat what is 
cooked in the party of ice kitchen”.

“He has already sent packets of books and clothes 
and some CDs to the party of ice. Sarkar might shift to 
a government quarter if he is allocated one by the new 
government,” Das said.

Sarkar’s wife had earlier told PTI that she would 
be donating Marxist literature and books to the party 
of ice library and the Birchandra Central library here.

The couple has no children.
The BJP had demolished the Left citadel in the re-

cently concluded Assembly election in Tripura, end-
ing 25 years of uninterrupted rule of the CPI(M)-led 
Left Front and the 20-year reign of Sarkar.

P , M  08 (PTI): 
Women entrepreneurs in 
Bihar are likely to receive 
a boost to their prospects 
through a US-funded 
initiative that seeks to 
unleash value creation 
among aspiring young 
women in Tier 2 and Tier 
3 cities in India.

As many as 30 aspir-
ing entrepreneurs will 
get an opportunity to 
learn from experts based 
in India and the US at a 
four-day workshop to be 
held here under the ae-
gis of Project AIRSWEEE 
(All India Road Show on 
Women’s Economic Em-
powerment through En-
trepreneurship), a state-
ment of the US Consulate 
General at Kolkata said 
today.

Those attending the 

workshop from March 14 
will be selected through 
a rigorous screening pro-
cess and they will receive 
guidance from mentors 
of the TiE Global - “a 
non-pro it venture de-
voted to entrepreneurs 
in all industries, at all 
stages,” it said.

The schedule was i-
nalised on February 28 
last when Jamie Dragon, 
Public Affairs Of icer of 
the US Consulate General 
in Kolkata and Director 
of the American Centre 
visited Patna, the state-
ment said.

Besides the Bihar cap-
ital, similar workshops 
will be held at Lucknow, 
Hubli, Bhubaneswar and 
Vadodara - each of these 
to be attended by 30 
young women entrepre-

neurs from the respec-
tive regions.

“After these work-
shops, ive participants 
from each city will re-
ceive intensive men-
toring for another six 
months to develop some 
of their ideas into sus-
tainable businesses” it 
said.

The project is funded 
by the US State Depart-
ment through the Con-
sulate General at Kolkata, 
which has been associat-
ed in other social welfare 
programmes in Bihar like 
the English Access Mi-
cro-scholarship as part 
of which English lan-
guage skill is imparted 
to bright students from 
economically disadvan-
taged background, the 
statement said.

US-funded initiativeto guide 
women entrepreneurs in Bihar

Workshop on 
maintenance 
of museum 
objects 
wraps up
G , 08 M  [IPR]: 
A four-day workshop 
on, “Preventive Care and 
Maintenance of Museum 
Objects,” organized by the 
National Museum Insti-
tute, New Delhi, in collab-
oration with Sikkim State 
Archives concluded today.

The workshop had 
begun on 05 March with 
Secretary, Cultural Af-
fairs & Heritage Depart-
ment, Yashoda Bhandari, 
inaugurating the event. 

The training, which 
was attended by over 70 
participants, included ac-
tivities like hands-on train-
ing on preventive care and 
maintenance of museum 
objects such as old paper 
documents, wooden arti-
facts and textiles. 

The participants were 
taken on a site visit to the 
Sikkim State Archives 
where they assessed the 
relative humidity, tem-
perature and ultraviolet 
radiation.

The workshop con-
cluded with a short vale-
dictory function held at 
the Mini theatre in Man-
an Kendra today.

SKM Nari 
Morcha 
discusses status 
of women in 
Sikkim on 
Women’s Day
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 M :

Sikkim Krantikari Nari 
Morcha, the women’s 

wing of Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha, convened a 
meeting here at the party 
head-of ice today on the 
occasion of International 
Women’s Day.

The meeting, which 
was chaired by the Nari 
Morcha general secretary, 
Pavitra Bhandari, dis-
cussed various issues re-
lated to women, informs 
an SKM press release.

Ms Bhandari pointed 
out that although women 
have been coming for-
ward in various areas, 
the perception of the so-
ciety has not changed so 
far. She mentioned that 
women have been doing 
well in various sectors 
but there was need for 
change in social struc-
ture. Women are still 
becoming victims of do-
mestic violence, she said.

The meeting has tak-
en a pledge to empow-
er women of the State 
during the celebration.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 08 M :

Reeyaaz Sangeetalaya, 
Gangtok is organising 

an Indian Classical Con-
cert ‘New Feel’ on 11 Mar 
here at Janta Bhawan in 
order to promote Indian 
classical music among 
people and to further 
encourage students to 
pursue Indian classical 
music in the State.

The two-hour long 
concert will feature Dr 
Surendra Kumar [vocal] 
who is working as an 
Assistant Professor in 
Music at Sikkim Univer-
sity and young artists 
from Kolkata, Panchajan-
ya Dey [ lute] and Arijit 
Saha [table].

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Reeyaaz Sangeetalaya 
Director, Manoj Rai, 
thanked artists of the 
concert for promoting 
Indian classical music in 
the State through their 
performances. He added 
that this is a purely Indi-
an classical music concert 
mainly to promote it in 
the State. Students of Mu-

sic Department of SU and 
other music schools of the 
State will get free entry 
on presenting their iden-
tity cards, he informed.

Mr Rai mentioned 
that Reeyaaz Sangeeta-
laya has been successful 
in encouraging local peo-
ple into Indian classical 
music in a short period of 
time. People have started 
to take music serious-
ly and have been taking 
their young children for 
training in vocal and in-
struments, he said. 

Music plays an im-
portant role in character 
building and leading chil-
dren on the creative and 
productive path, Mr Rai 
added.

Around 100 students 
have been taking training 
in various disciplines at 
Reeyaaz Sangeetalaya.

Likewise, Panchajan-
ya Dey and Arijit Saha ex-
pressed their happiness 
on performing for the 
irst time in Sikkim. They 

also thanked Reeyaaz 
Sangeetalaya and its di-
rector for organising the 
show.

Reeyaaz Sangeetalaya 
to organize pure 
Indian Classical 

Concert ‘New Feel’
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For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Divisional Engineer, Roads and Bridg-
es Department, Namchi Division, invites sealed tenders under single bid system from 
the eligible contractors of class IV grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department 
vide notifi cation No. 373/R&B/Secy. Dated 1/5/2017, through competitive bidding with-
in the territorial jurisdiction of Gram Panchayat / Urban local bodies where the work is 
to be executed. The works are listed as under:-

SL.
NO.

NAME OF WORK VALUE PUT 
TO TEN-
DER (RS)

COM-
PLETION 
TIME, (IN 
MONTHS)

AMOUNT 
OF 

BANK 
RECEIPT 

FOR 
COST OF 
TENDER 
DOCU-
MENTS 

(RS)

AMOUNT 
OF EAR-

NEST 
MONEY 
@2.5% 
FOR IS-
SUE OF 
TENDER 

FORM 
(RS)

1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Diversion of Nam-

chi Vok Sikkip 
Road at Kamrang 
college (0.00-
480.00mtr) un-
der Namchi Sub 
Division in South 
Sikkim.

83,42,732.00 12 months. 15000 2,08,568.00

TIME SCHEDULE:-
1. Date of submission of application with bank receipt for issue of Tender Documents 

(excluding Tender Form):-  4th April 2018 (From 10.00 am to 4.00pm).
2. Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of TDR (as Earnest Money): 
    5th April 2018 (From 10.00 am to 4.00 pm).
3. Last Date and Time of submission of Tender: 
    6th April 2018 (From 10.00 am to 12.00 noon)
4. Date and Time of 
 Opening of Bid:   6th April 2018 (At 1.30pm).

1. CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:-
1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class /Area.
2. The intending tenders/contactors should apply in writing for issue of tender doc-

uments. The application would invariably be signed by the contractor himself/
herself. The tender document will not be issued to any person other than the 
INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each work 
listed above with all required documents. 

3. The applicants should enclose attested copies of the Validated/Updated Con-
tractor Enlistment Certifi cate. It is mandatory to produce the Original validated 
/Updated Enlistment Certifi cate during sale/ issue of the Tender Document for 
verifi cation.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) 
can be obtained during the period specifi ed in (As above from the offi  ce of the 
Divisional Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Namchi Division, on pro-
duction of requisite Bank receipt of the state of Sikkim towards the cost of Tender 
Documents (non-refundable) under the receipt Head “0059-80-800” cost of Ten-
der Form (Roads & Bridges).

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of De-
posit Receipt of Schedule Bank which includes deposits in the form of temporary 
deposit receipts to fi xed deposits receipts in favour of the Sr. Accounts Offi  cer, 
Roads & Bridges, Namchi. Tender form shall be issued only on production of the 
deposited receipts to that contractors/fi rm who has obtained the tender docu-
ments, on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted off er should be 
placed in a sealed cover with the name of the tenderers and the name of the work 
superscripted on it, Supporting documents listed at Sl.No. (a), (b) and (c) above 
should be enclosed with the off er.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box in the offi  ce of the Divisional 
Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Namchi Division, on the date and with-
in the time indicated above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the 
Government in the presence of the tenderness on the date and time indicated 
above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance 
of the general Direction and Conditions of the Contract and other laid down norms. 
The rate quoted should be both in fi gures and words and should be inclusive of 
Value Added Tax and all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction 
should be avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional 
tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quan-
tities issued with the tender documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates 
will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the rates shall be as per the 
technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer 
cum Secretary/ Head of the Department will be fi nal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor 
shall execute the work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this 

account shall be entertained whatsoever. If any claim is made, it shall be as per the 
agreement rates.

12. The Department reserves the rights to with hold payments to the contractor unless 
test certifi cates are not produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.

13. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk 
and cost. The Department shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), 
including accidents to labourer at site.

14. The off er shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence 
within 15 days from the issue of work order.

15. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agree-
ment to be entered with the contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by de-
ductions from the running bills of the contractor @5% of the value of work done.

16 The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders with as-
signing any reason thereof.

17. The contractors are required to register themselves under GST, or they must be 
registered Companies/Firms registered under the Companies Act. 1956, having 
valid Pan Card and Tan. The contractors are also required to submit PAN No. as 
per provision of Indian Income Tax Act, wherever applicable.

18. The recoveries of Income Tax, Value Added Tax and Royalties on Forest produces 
shall be as per rates notifi ed by the Government from time to time and applicable 
on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per 
rates incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender 
shall be acceptable.

19. In case of carriage of non-stock materials, if these materials are available at site 
or are actually transported from a lesser distance than indicated in the schedules, 
the department shall pay the carriage as per actual proof of carriage supported by 
permits issued by Forest Department indicating the quarries which is required to be 
submitted by contractor with bill not exceeding the rates as incorporated in these 
schedules. The contractors are required to submit necessary document to fulfi l the 
claim of payment for carriage of non-stock Materials.

20. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the 
original contract shall be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per 
the rules. 

21. In case of the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State 
or neighbouring countries, it shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get 
them registered with the labour department, Government of Sikkim as per the rel-
evant Labour Laws.

22. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the 
item or works as indicated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

23. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-
a] Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in 

accordance with the provisions of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, 
Circulars issued by the department and other competent authorities on the subject 
from time to time.

b] The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any 
other competent authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, 
storage; handling and use of explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.

24. The contractor shall also make arrangements to have photographs of the works 
taken at least at three stages of the construction period. i.e. beginning, middle and 
completion stage.

25. Quarrying of stones shall be allowed only from designated approved quarries. 
Where work of Water bound Macadam is involved, binding materials shall strictly 
be in accordance with the specifi cations, both in quality and quantity. Works such 
as compaction, consolidation and stabilization etc., will be required to be done on 
trail stretches to ensure that materials, procedure and equipments are producing 
the desired result.

26. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The 
contractor shall be held responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made 
to make good the damages.

27. Expenditure involved for material testing, cube strength of concrete, crushing 
strength of road metals etc., at site or in laboratories shall be borne by the contrac-
tor. The contractor shall make necessary arrangements accordingly as and when 
instructed to do so.

28. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his bid. 
There may be possible site diffi  culties for which the tenderer should have their own 
correct assessment before submitting the bid.

29. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notifi ed by 
the State/Central Government and no claim shall be entertained in this regard 
whatsoever.

30. The cost of stock materials and bridges parts supplied from the Department store 
will be deducted from the contractors’ bills as per rules.

31. Defect liability period for the pavement work shall be for a period of fi ve years 
which shall not cover the damages due to natural calamities, formation sinking, 
landslides etc.

32. The payment of the executed work shall be done after obtaining fi nancial sanction 
from NABARD-NIDA and no claim whatsoever, shall be entertained prior to that.

33. The bidders shall produce a Certifi cate of Residence from the concerned Gram 
Panchayat Unit where the work is to be executed.

Sd/-
DIVISIONAL ENGINEER – I

ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT, NAMCHI DIVISION,
SOUTH SIKKIM.

R.O. No. 610/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 date 6.3.18

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS AND BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
NAMCHI DIVISION, SOUTH SIKKIM

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
N.I.T No:- 100/R&B/Nam-Div/2017-18                         Dated: 05/03/2018
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR KIND MORNING DEAR WORTHY DEAR FALCON EVENING
Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:14 DrawDate on:08/03/18 Draw No:14 DrawDate on:08/03/18 Draw No:32 DrawDate on:08/03/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 83G 64406 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 91B 82652 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 81J 70356

(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 64406 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 82652 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9497/- 70356 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
01258 01476 03248 09733 19784 02285 09084 17799 23771 37450 02032 15410 18564 35381 40438
24679 39491 45817 50910 95039 42557 47532 73252 80550 99115 51296 55894 62114 86650 93845
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1727 3136 4109 4705 6124 6222 7616 8003 9070 9102 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0282 0738 1411 1569 2545 2647 7719 8267 8993 9007 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0539 4837 5555 5797 6283 7001 7660 8414 8748 9019
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1510 2009 3401 4087 7091 7110 7131 8181 8303 9194 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1136 1451 1719 3623 4475 4900 6786 8113 9129 9855 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1693 1704 2656 3036 3394 6359 7714 8418 9800 9808
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0019 0020 0061 0105 0202 0234 0240 0279 0346 0430 0058 0064 0084 0125 0369 0389 0460 0489 0527 0634 0059 0326 0409 0519 0559 0566 1115 1323 1398 1520
0490 0500 0826 1078 1110 1177 1311 1569 1639 1651 0775 1110 1113 1198 1421 1525 1602 1789 1810 1827 1554 1559 1579 1676 2415 2577 2602 2636 2766 2836
1776 2049 2148 2316 2320 2490 2533 2604 2627 2631 1879 2011 2016 2502 2641 2670 2686 2703 2783 2878 2886 2890 3120 3144 3389 3417 3446 3564 3659 3660
2644 2812 2826 2911 2957 2971 2993 2995 3021 3062 2936 3132 3201 3419 3428 3497 3520 3545 3624 3628 3961 3967 3971 4069 4075 4128 4131 4132 4142 4191
3229 3319 3646 3926 3995 4355 4377 4379 4487 4534 3718 3745 4195 4382 4432 4500 4566 4610 4634 4759 4354 4494 4533 4536 4543 4705 4729 4807 4906 5120
4687 4740 5068 5222 5227 5249 5334 5365 5434 5460 4802 4869 5143 5187 5315 5368 5375 5511 5736 5767 5340 5347 5416 5509 5538 5630 5658 5682 5757 5804
5539 5677 5835 5838 5904 5911 6012 6057 6172 6215 5800 5880 5927 5939 5957 6271 6289 6323 6362 6607 5912 5926 6008 6327 6398 6410 6469 6574 6603 6756
6280 6294 6399 6614 6693 6899 6998 7040 7486 7582 6645 6741 6761 6839 6861 6886 6912 7156 7244 7251 7002 7030 7058 7622 7748 7787 7851 8029 8051 8071
7591 7641 7815 7845 7883 7949 8107 8256 8311 8344 7587 7728 7943 7984 8215 8419 8553 8642 8791 8921 8108 8300 8317 8421 8583 8746 8830 8853 8931 8984
8378 8408 8482 8762 8901 8915 9213 9508 9531 9760 9016 9211 9243 9420 9441 9574 9680 9794 9920 9923 9385 9423 9533 9603 9761 9767 9892 9919 9955 9989

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI CHAND

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:08/03/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5893 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 2938
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 1132 4th Prize Rs.  503/- 5944
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1047 1053 1100 1105 1203 1243 1244 1299 1322 1375
1392 1395 1407 1563 1591 1634 1638 1661 1690 1695
1727 1740 1766 1837 1859 1895 1951 2111 2113 2181
2238 2286 2287 2320 2333 2351 2385 2465 2525 2601
2629 2630 2637 2672 2685 2705 2730 2771 2801 2894
2940 2962 3051 3108 3222 3416 3470 3499 3510 3536
3576 3662 3676 3733 3933 3940 4002 4008 4076 4125
4137 4138 4158 4308 4345 4385 4398 4519 4594 4623
4629 4741 4851 4934 4986 5033 5097 5174 5297 5370
5374 5376 5461 5533 5588 5621 5741 5797 5911 5966
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1001 1005 1011 1025 1050 1099 1102 1119 1159 1231
1252 1260 1286 1291 1304 1323 1351 1383 1385 1397
1413 1450 1452 1483 1540 1560 1618 1635 1636 1674
1675 1758 1843 1885 1947 1955 1960 1967 2020 2078
2097 2128 2134 2172 2177 2195 2198 2204 2207 2234
2247 2263 2268 2324 2352 2357 2362 2407 2428 2437
2448 2466 2492 2531 2553 2561 2568 2583 2591 2627
2636 2641 2658 2665 2675 2682 2684 2688 2706 2716
2786 2859 2976 2979 3047 3053 3072 3095 3148 3168
3183 3215 3281 3283 3287 3294 3316 3317 3349 3353
3388 3420 3424 3439 3465 3475 3490 3509 3542 3557
3613 3615 3633 3635 3678 3802 3806 3810 3821 3856
3914 3928 3934 3950 3963 4042 4045 4154 4159 4196
4246 4264 4305 4311 4355 4363 4367 4430 4456 4461
4465 4505 4515 4542 4569 4576 4585 4610 4641 4655
4656 4706 4852 4875 4918 4961 5024 5052 5063 5126
5132 5135 5182 5225 5244 5249 5264 5272 5275 5302
5305 5363 5392 5413 5432 5439 5441 5476 5526 5571
5580 5583 5602 5629 5634 5648 5670 5679 5739 5758
5798 5810 5888 5895 5897 5926 5937 5962 5970 5999
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI CANCER

 Draw No:5 DrawDate on:08/03/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3004
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 6264 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1409
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 1022 5th Prize Rs.  203/- 3693
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1004 1058 1097 1141 1156 1162 1170 1172 1174 1191
 1195 1231 1234 1236 1244 1273 1302 1306 1351 1400
 1403 1407 1435 1457 1496 1515 1518 1547 1564 1596
 1608 1611 1634 1648 1708 1732 1757 1764 1831 1864
 1865 1866 1870 1883 1904 1940 1948 1976 1997 2030
 2046 2078 2089 2114 2157 2181 2313 2330 2338 2355
 2373 2439 2446 2488 2502 2642 2678 2717 2721 2748
 2750 2803 2826 2836 2839 2880 2891 2966 3015 3026
 3137 3206 3211 3219 3252 3256 3308 3332 3338 3345
 3358 3429 3442 3502 3508 3516 3540 3563 3573 3603
 3608 3678 3830 3881 3908 3912 3970 3998 4080 4106
 4128 4133 4134 4183 4220 4223 4225 4298 4308 4320
 4333 4346 4361 4375 4378 4414 4429 4444 4446 4448
 4481 4493 4494 4511 4531 4570 4623 4626 4639 4661
 4670 4685 4725 4737 4756 4757 4762 4807 4824 4849
 4883 4886 4894 4927 4933 4934 4960 5029 5042 5080
 5118 5120 5141 5160 5162 5173 5175 5194 5196 5280
 5289 5318 5390 5426 5518 5582 5594 5606 5631 5660
 5662 5682 5694 5705 5713 5718 5726 5815 5830 5832
 5850 5881 5892 5908 5925 5950 5966 5980 5991 6054
 6072 6080 6117 6134 6142 6166 6179 6200 6228 6248
 6270 6301 6367 6440 6457 6461 6499 6500 6519 6544
 6546 6560 6568 6605 6627 6639 6652 6683 6756 6763
 6769 6780 6820 6850 6863 6864 6908 6931 6974 6975
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

K J M VARMA 
B , M  8 (PTI): 
China and India should 
shed their mental in-
hibitions and manage 
differences to enhance 
bilateral ties, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said today and insist-
ed that even the Himala-
yas cannot stop the two 
countries from friendly 
exchanges if there is po-
litical trust.

Wang’s remarks on 
Sino-India relations 
came during his annual 
press conference on the 
sidelines of the ongoing 
parliamentary session.

Asked how China 
views relations with India 
this year after turbulence 
in ties in 2017 due to a 
number of issues includ-
ing the Dokalam standoff, 
Wang said, “Despite some 
tests and dif iculties, the 
China-India relationship 
continues to grow”.

Bilateral ties were 
affected by a number of 
issues last year, includ-
ing the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, Chi-
na blocking efforts at the 
UN to list Pakistan-based 
Jaish-e-Mohammed chief 
Masood Azhar as a glob-
al terrorist as well as 
India’s entry into the Nu-
clear Suppliers Group.

Troops of India and 
China were locked in a 
73-day-long standoff in 
Dokalam. The standoff 
ended on August 28 af-
ter the Chinese military 
stopped road building 
close to the strategic Chick-
en Neck corridor in an area 
claimed by Bhutan.

Wang, however, said 
the two countries must 
shed mental inhibitions, 
manage differences and 
meet each other half way.

“China is upholding 
its rights and legitimate 
interests and taking care 
to preserve the relation-
ship with India,” he said.

“Chinese and Indian 
leaders have developed 
a strategic vision for the 
future of our relations. 
The Chinese dragon and 

Indian elephant must 
not ight each other but 
dance with each other,” 
he said.

“If China and India 
are united, one plus one 
will become eleven in-
stead of two,” he said.

Wang said the in-
ternational situation is 
experiencing its biggest 
change in a century and 
China and India must do 
everything to emphasise 
this and support each 
other and avoid mutual 
suspicion and attrition.

He said mutual trust 
is the most precious 
commodity in the Chi-
na-India relations.

“With political trust, 
not even the Himalayas 
can stop us from friend-
ly exchanges. Without it, 

not even level land can 
bring us together,” he 
said.

“A shared under-
standing far outstrip our 
differences. Our common 
interests far outweigh 
our frictions. China is 
willing and ready to in-
herit and take forward 
our traditional friend-
ship and be a friend and 
partner of Indian people.

“I hope the two sides 
will be free from men-
tal inhibitions and meet 
each other halfway. Let 
us replace suspicion with 
trust, manage differences 
with dialogue and build a 
future with cooperation,” 
he said.

Wang reacted strong-
ly to a question whether 
the Indo-Paci ic strategy 

being furthered by India, 
the US, Japan and Austra-
lia will affect China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI).

He said there was 
“no shortage of headline 
grabbing ideas” but they 
were “like the foam on the 
sea” that “gets attention 
but will soon dissipate”.

Contrary to claims 
made by some academics 
and media outlets that 
the strategy is aimed at 
containing China, the 
four countries have made 
it clear that it targets no 
one, Wang said.

“I hope they mean 
what they say,” he said.

“Let us not forget the 
BRI has received the sup-
port of over 100 countries. 
Nowadays stroking a new 
Cold War is out of sync 
with the times and inciting 
confrontation will ind no 
market,” he said.

Touted as Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s 
ambitious project, the 
BRI focuses on improv-
ing connectivity and co-
operation among Asian 
countries, Africa, China 
and Europe.

The BRI also includes 
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) 
which India opposed 
as it goes through Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir.

Even Himalayas can’t stop China, India if there 
is political trust: Chinese foreign minister

A Florida bill to tighten gun controls has been approved by the state’s second legislative body - now only a veto by the Governor can stop 
it becoming law. The bill, which passed the state’s Senate earlier this week, received 67 votes of support, with 50 opposed. It includes 

raising the legal age for buying ri les, a three-day waiting period on all irearms sales and allowing some public school employees to carry 
guns. However, it does not include a ban on assault-style weapons, such as the one used to kill 17 students and staff at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland on 14 February.

S , M  8 
(PTI): Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi to-
day visited the iconic 
INA memorial in Singa-
pore and paid homage 
to Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose, who unveiled 
in 1945 the monument 
that commemorates 
the “Unknown Warrior” 
of the Indian National 
Army. The 47-year-old 
Gandhi is on a three-day 
trip to Singapore and 
Malaysia during which 
he will meet Singapore 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong and his Malaysian 
counterpart Najib Razak, 
besides interacting with 
the Indian community, 
and business leaders.

“Congress President 
Rahul Gandhi paid trib-
utes to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose at the his-
toric INA memorial in 
Singapore. #RGinSinga-
pore #RGTributeToNe-
taji,” the congress party 
said in tweet.

“Over the next three 
days, I look forward to 
meeting the Indian com-
munity, business leaders 
and members of the In-
dian Overseas Congress 
in Singapore and Malay-
sia. Also on my schedule 

are meetings with the 
Singapore PM, Lee Hsien 
Loong and the Malaysian 
PM, Najib Razak,” Gandhi 
tweeted.

Gandhi began the 
Singapore leg of his vis-
it today with an address 
to Indian entrepreneurs. 
He will also make a for-
mal address at the pres-
tigious Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy, 
National University of 
Singapore.

“Congress Presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi paid 
a visit to the Singapore 
Indian Association lo-
cated at Balestier Road. 
Established in 1923, the 
foundation stone of the 
Association’s clubhouse 
was laid down by former 
PM Jawaharlal Nehru in 
1950,” the party said in 
another tweet.

The Indian National 
Army (INA) monument 
constructed to commem-
orate the “Unknown 
Warrior” of the Indian 
National Army.

The historic war me-
morial was built during 
the Japanese occupation 
of Singapore as the Japa-
nese and the INA had one 
enemy in common - the 
British.

Rahul Gandhi visits Netaji 
memorial in Singapore

U  N , M  8 (AP): The head of the UN 
agency promoting equality for women says the glob-
al spotlight on sexual harassment and abuse and the 
punishment of some powerful men who had been 
“untouchable” is an important moment but it’s just “a 
tip of an iceberg.” 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka said yesterday that is 
because the number of women who have “come out” 
is small and the number of perpetrators who have 
been “brought to book” is limited compared to the 
number who haven’t been exposed.

But in an interview with The Associated Press on 
the eve of International Women’s Day, she said that in 
the immediate future at the very least there is a pos-
sibility of reducing and halting the continuation of 

abuse because perpetrators now know “there is actu-
ally a possibility that your victim might tell.” 

“This is a tipping point and a critical time for ev-
eryone,” said Mlambo-Ngcuka, the executive director 
of UN Women. 

“And what we need to be guarding is that the pen-
dulum must not swing backwards.” 

“This is the same thing we are ighting in India, in 
South Africa, in the U.S.,” she said. “So all of these coun-
tries do not value women the way they value men.” 

She said the follow-up that is needed is for all 
institutions to communicate with their employees 
what their rights are, so they know how to report 
any violations and can be assured “that they will be 
believed and that they will not end up being on trial 

themselves.” 
Mlambo-Ngcuka stressed that while the spotlight 

has been on powerful male offenders in Hollywood, 
business and the high echelons of society, sexual ha-
rassment and abuse is prevalent around the world 
from factories and farms to buses, trains and homes.

And not a single country has achieved gender 
equality, she said.

Even in Iceland, which comes closest and has the 
“highest levels of consciousness about gender equali-
ty, violence against women is a problem, and unequal 
pay is a fact, and underrepresentation of women in 
decision-making is a fact,” Mlambo-Ngcuka said.

And 150 countries have at least one law that dis-
criminates against women, she added.

UN Women chief: Sex abuse cases tip of iceberg

S Korea 
leader 
sees more 
obstacles 
ahead to 
disarm N 
Korea
S , M  8 (AP): 
South Korea’s president 
said today that many 
“critical moments” still 
lie ahead to end the nu-
clear crisis despite North 
Korea’s recent outreach 
to Seoul and Washington.

Moon Jae-in spoke 
before two senior Seoul 
of icials left for the Unit-
ed States to brief of icials 
about the outcome of 
their recent visit to North 
Korea.

The Seoul of icials 
said North Korea offered 
talks with the United 
States over normalising 
ties and denuclearization 
of the Korean Peninsu-
la. Seoul said the North 
also agreed to suspend 
nuclear and missile tests 
during such future talks.

Some experts ques-
tion how sincere North 
Korea is about its report-
ed offers, citing what 
they call its track record 
of using past disarma-
ment talks to wrest aid 
and concessions while 
covertly continuing its 
bomb programme.

According to the 
South Korean of icials, 
North Korea said it has 
no reason to possess nu-
clear weapons as long as 
military threats against 
the country are removed 
and its security is guar-
anteed.

That’s the same 
position North Korea has 
long maintained to justify 
its nuclear programme 
or call for the withdrawal 
of 28,500 US troops and 
a halt to annual US-South 
Korean military drills as 
a condition for scrapping 
its nuclear programme. 
The North sees the allies’ 
drills as an invasion 
rehearsal.

Choi Hyunsoo, 
spokeswoman of Seoul’s 
Defence Ministry, 
said the military will 
announce the schedule 
for the joint drills 
after the Pyeongchang 
Paralympics, which start 
Friday and run through 
March 18.
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EtCETERA

ARIES: You’re in a romantic mood 
today, Aries. You’re more likely to 
notice attractive strangers you 
pass on the street, and attract 
admiring glances from them! 
Racy novels and movies could 
seem more appealing than usu-
al, and you might do some win-
dow-shopping for sensual prod-
ucts. This is de initely an evening 
to spend with that special person 
in your life. Have a professional 
style your hair to make sure you 
look your best!    
TAURUS: An evening at home 
with your sweetheart could seem 
very appealing today, Taurus. Sex 
and romance are very much on 
your mind, and you might sur-
prise yourself with how Earthy 
you feel. You could decide to 
pick up a romantic novel or see 

a sexy movie. You could learn to 
communicate better with your 
partner today, both verbally and 
physically. Make sure you look 
your best, and go for it!  
GEMINI: Communication with a 
signi icant other might hit a brick 
wall, and you may not be able to 
get through. Money could be com-
ing in the mail, Gemini, but proba-
bly won’t arrive today. This could 
be a day full of frustrations, but 
the evening should make up for 
it. Love and romance look great 
right now. This is a wonderful day 
to schedule an evening with your 
partner - or to look for one. Enjoy!  
CANCER: You are passionate by 
nature, Cancer, but the strength 
of your desires might surprise 
even you today. You’re feeling es-
pecially romantic and even sexier 

than usual. You’ll want to spend 
time alone with your lover. Don’t 
be surprised if you attract ad-
miring glances from others, even 
strangers. Communication on all 
levels should be clear and forth-
right. Enjoy a great evening!  
LEO: Communications with fam-
ily members and others should 
be clear, honest, and loving. Al-
though your physical passions 
may be surging beneath the sur-
face today, Leo, they’re still very 
much present. You’re likely to be 
feeling particularly romantic, and 
might want to read racy novels 
or go to a sexy movie. This is the 
night to be alone with that special 
person. Make sure you look your 
best. Have fun!  
VIRGO: A phone call from your 
sweetheart might bring out your 

passionate, romantic side today, 
Virgo. You’ll probably have a lot 
to do, and therefore not be able 
to meet with him or her until 
late. All signs indicate that the 
encounter will be worth the wait. 
You should be especially attuned 
to your partner right now. You 
might know instinctively what 
they need from you now. Buy 
some new clothes, and enjoy!  
LIBRA: As someone who tends 
to operate through your intellect, 
Libra, you might be surprised by 
the surge of romantic passion that 
comes your way at this time. For 
today at least, your values might 
shift from the intellectual to the 
physical. You’ll probably want 
to plan a romantic evening with 
someone special. You might even 
want to get out and spend some 

money on clothes. Enjoy your day.  
SCORPIO: You’re a born roman-
tic by nature, Scorpio, but today 
you’re likely to think more in 
terms of physical passion than 
idealized romance. You’re likely 
to be especially concerned with 
your appearance, and might want 
to go for a professional makeover 
or buy some new clothes. The 
color blue might seem especial-
ly appealing right now, but don’t 
forget to add some red for pas-
sion! Phone your romantic inter-
est and have fun tonight!  
SAGITTARIUS: Even if you aren’t 
romantically involved, Sagittari-
us, you’re likely to feel especially 
passionate today and anxious to 
schedule an intimate evening with 
someone who’s caught your eye. 
You may not gallop off into the 

sunset right away, but you could 
dream of faraway lands. You might 
want to plan a trip. Be patient and 
don’t overwhelm this person with 
too much passion too soon. Wait 
and see how things go. 
CAPRICORN: While you are 
Earthy by nature and enjoy physi-
cal passion, Capricorn, this might 
seem even more pronounced 
today. Racy novels and movies 
could be especially appealing. 
You may want to plan a romantic 
evening with a lover. If you don’t 
have one, don’t be surprised if an 
old friend suddenly looks very 
sexy! This is a great day to shop 
for clothes. You’re more likely to 
pick the most becoming items.  
AQUARIUS: Your mind isn’t likely 
to be on the job today. That could 
cause a number of problems. You 

might be feeling especially roman-
tic. You’re thinking about the eve-
ning when you can be alone with 
your romantic partner or at least 
luxuriate in racy novels or sexy 
movies. At lunch, buy some clothes 
you feel are especially lattering 
and then enjoy your evening!  
PISCES: A renewed sense of 
physical vigor could have you 
plunging with determination 
into whatever projects you need 
to do today. However, your mind 
won’t really be on them, Pisces, 
as you could be feeling especially 
passionate now. Your own intel-
lectual and philosophical inter-
ests might be uppermost in your 
mind, right up there with sex and 
romance! That physical vigor 
could prove very pleasurable to-
night. Enjoy your day. 
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FRESH AS ALWAYS: Singer-songwriter Sharkira looks 
very calm as she touches down in Miami with a guitar 
on her back.

M , M  8 (PTI): Archie Comics is get-
ting a Bollywood treatment as the beloved 
characters from Riverdale High will soon be 
seen in a live-action, theatrical ilm.

The quartet of Archie, Betty, Veronica and 
Jughead will be reimagined with an all-Indian 
cast.

Archie Comics, in partnership with Graph-
ic India, will put a desi twist to the characters 
created by Bob Montana and John L Goldwa-
ter, a statement read.

Archie Comics CEO Jon Goldwater said the 
team is excited to partner with Graphic India 
to bring Archie and his friends to Bollywood.

“Archie’s lasting and growing presence in 

India made this move the logical next step as 
our stellar library of characters continues to 
expand into other media. It’s a major moment 
for Archie and its fans around the world,” 
Goldwater said.

Sharad Devarajan, Co-Founder & CEO of 
Graphic India, said the main four characters 
have been a source of inspiration for numer-
ous Bollywood ilms over the years and it was 
time they got their ilm.

“These characters have held a special 
place in the hearts of Indians for decades and 
we have no doubt that the new Indian cast of 
Archie and the gang will be an exciting mo-
ment for the country,” Devarajan added.

Archie to get live-action
Bollywood remake

While there are various 
Bollywood couples, 

who have not shied away in 
accepting their relationship 
in public, there’s one couple 
that has remained tight lipped 
about their closeness.  Ran-
veer Singh and Deepika Padu-
kone, who have been going 
strong in their relationship 
for quite some time now have 
remained mum about their 
relationship since day one. 
Even though the two have of-
ten hinted at their romance 
with regular lunch and din-
ner dates, their social media 
PDA and going for their mini 
vacations, there has not been 
anything of icial about it. But 
now for a change, it looks like 

the big news may come from 
the two of them anytime soon.

Rumours of Ranveer 
and Deepika planning to tie 
the knot have being doing 
rounds on the internet for a 

while now. But now, multiple 
sources con irm that parents 
of the duo have picked a date 
for the big day. According 
to a leading portal, #Deep-
Veer will tie the knot in next 

three-four months. Sources 
inform that Deepika’s par-
ents recently lew down from 
Bangalore to Mumbai to meet 
RS’s family and have appar-
ently ixed a wedding date 
too. Speculations of the two 
having a destination wedding 
were also doing rounds.

The portal also said that 
Ranveer’s parents want the 
ceremonies to take place in 
Mumbai so that all relatives 
can participate in the celebra-
tions. The portal further add-
ed that Deepika is currently 
in London for some jewellery 
shopping with Ranveer’s par-
ents. Meanwhile, Ranveer is 
currently busy shooting for 
Zoya Akhtar’s Gully Boy.

RUMOR HAS IT

DEEPIKA PADUKONE – RANVEER SINGH’S
WEDDING DATE FINALISED?

When it comes to Taylor Swift’s “Delicate” 
music video, fans are in for a surprise 

according to her longtime director, Joseph 
Kahn.
Fans are eagerly awaiting the video for Tay-
lor Swift‘s “Delicate,” which is going to drop 
during the March 11 iHeart Radio Music 
Awards. The nature of the song seemed point-
ed at falling for blue-eyed boyfriend Joe Al-
wyn, 27. Tay’s longtime director Joseph Kahn 
says that the video will be way more ambi-
tious than the lyrics about dive bars and NYC 
apartments would suggest. “It’s going to be 
unexpected and it’s going to be grand. I can’t 
get into too much detail. The need is love and 
the expression of it. And it’s not about low-
ers,” Director Joseph Kahn said. 

“It’s going to be unexpected and it’s going 
to be grand,” he revealed. “I can’t get into too 
much detail. The need is love and the expres-
sion of it. And it’s not about lowers. People 
have been sending me ideas, and generally 
it’s like lowers, or pink dresses or blue skies. 
And those are all the things you’d think you’d 
want in a video, but they wouldn’t ill what 
you need out of a song like that. So, I think I 
have a plan here to address that, but it’s com-
pletely unexpected.”

On Monday, Swift shared a video to her 
Instagram account announcing the video’s 
release which is set for March 11 during the 
iHeartRadio Music Awards.

When asked about their creative process 
when making a video, Khan, who has collab-

orated with Swift on “Look What You Made 
Me Do,” “…Ready for It?””Blank Space,” “Bad 
Blood,” “Wildest Dreams” and “Out of the 
Woods,” gave details on how the duo work to-
gether behind the scenes.

“Everything we do is completely collab-
orative,” he explained. “I’ve always said on 
a certain level, she’s almost co-director on 
these videos. People give me a lot of credit, 
but I think people ind it very hard to believe 
that this beautiful, svelte, incredibly attractive 
girl is also a genius.”

He continued, “Like, you don’t put those 
two things together. You think, ‘Oh, she has 
these gifts. She must not have the others.’ But 
remember, she has been writing songs herself 
since she was a teenager and selling to record 
companies. She’s a writer at heart. And she 
may kill me for saying this, I think she’s also a 
nerd at heart, too.”

As for something that fans would be 
surprised to know about the famous sing-
er? Kahn had nothing but positive things 
to say.

“I don’t know if it would be a shock, but 
she’s literally as friendly as she appears to be, 
which is shocking for me because whenever 
I work with a lot of people, a lot of times, the 
persona they have in public is not the persona 
they have in private,” he said. “But, it’s the one 
particular case where it seems, for me, that 
the outward expression of who she is—lit-
erally on stage—is what she’s like in person, 
which is quite magical.”

JOSEPH KAHN DROPS HINTS 
ABOUT TAYLOR SWIFT’S NEW 

‘’DELICATE’’ MUSIC VIDEO

THE 
CRANBERRIES 
TO RELEASE 
FINAL ALBUM 
WITH DOLORES 
O’RIORDAN & 
REISSUE DEBUT

The late Dolores O’Riordan 
recorded tracks for one 

inal album with The Cran-
berries before her death, and 
now the new material will 
see the light of day “early 
next year,” according to the 
band. Three days before her 
death, O’Riordan spoke with 
guitarist Noel Hogan about 
their upcoming studio album, 
an album that would have 
been The Cranberries’ irst 
in six years, and emailed him 
a number of new tracks. The 
band revealed in a statement 
Wednesday (March 7) that a 
new album had been in the 
works since last year, with 
vocals already recorded by 
O’Riordan.

In addition, with the 25th 
anniversary of their debut 
album Everybody Else Is Do-
ing It, So Why Can’t We? on 
the horizon, The Cranberries 
have announced the release 
of a commemorative version 
of the album, featuring newly 
remastered tracks and un-
released material. The anni-
versary project, which was 
initially shelved after O’Ri-
ordan’s passing, is slated for 
release later this year. 

According to a statement 
released by the band the 
band had been working with 
Universal Music on the cre-
ation of a very special 25th 
anniversary edition of the 
album, a newly re mastered 
version with previously un-
released material as well as 
other bonus material from 
the era of the band’s debut 
album. 

“This month marks the 
25th anniversary of the 
release of our debut album 
“Everybody Else is doing it 
so why can’t we”. In recent 
weeks we have had a number 
of media enquiries asking if 
we were planning anything 
to commemorate this 
milestone.


