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SUMMIT REPORT
K , 09 A :

A Sikkim truck carry-
ing food items has 

reportedly been torched 
by miscreants at Hanu-
man Jhora Bridge in Ka-
limpong District in the 
intervening night of 08-
09 Aug.

According to informa-
tion received from police 
sources the truck was 
heading towards Jore-
thang from Siliguri car-
rying rice and lour. The 
miscreants were report-
edly wearing masks.

The miscreants threat-
ened the driver to come 
out of the truck. Afraid, the 
driver refused to come out 
of the truck after which 
the truck was allegedly set 
on ire. This is the third in-
cident of vehicle torching 
along the National High-
way-10. Meanwhile, a Bo-
lero was vandalised in Ka-
limpong on the same day. 

Sikkim truck torched at
Hanuman Jhora Bridge

G , 09 A  [IPR]: 
A review meeting of 
Swine Flu, In luenza A 
H1N1 preparedness in 
the state was held at 
Chamber of Director 
General-cum-Secretary 
[Health] on 07 Aug.

The meeting 
which was chaired 
by DG-cum-Secretary 
[Health] was attended 
by Principal Director of 
Health Services I, Direc-
tor II, State Programme 
Of icer-National Vector 
Borne Diseases Control 
Programme, Chief Med-
ical Of icer-South, State 
Surveillance Of icer-In-
tegrated Disease Sur-

veillance Project, staff of 
IDSP & NVBDCP.

During the meeting, 
the current status of 
medicines and vaccines 
were reviewed. Fur-
ther, the DG-cum-Sec-
retary [Health] direct-
ed the maintenance 
of the triage room of 
STNM Hospital and iso-
lation ward for H1N1 
influenza A.

The review of isola-
tion facility at all four 
districts and Central Re-
ferral Hospital, Gangtok, 
and circulation of neces-
sary guidelines for H1N1 
[seasonal in luenza] at 
districts, STNM and CRH 

was also discussed.
The Hospital Man-

agement team at STNM 
Hospital has been kept 
in place to deal with any 
infectious disease in the 
State while the technical 
staff from STNM Hospi-
tal have been deployed 
for sample collection/
transportation.

Further, the Informa-
tion, Education & Com-
munication [IEC] wing of 
Health Department has 
been directed to spread 
awareness on Swine Flu 
and Vector Borne Dis-
eases, cleanliness and 
public issues related to 
health.

Meeting reviews preparedness
to tackle Swine Flu in Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 A :
‘INDIA MARCH FOR SCIENCE’ 
was held in all major cities of the 
country today. The march was also 
held in Gangtok by Breakthrough 
Science Society [BSS]-Sikkim 
Chapter with the participation of 
scientists, researchers, professors 
and students of Sikkim University.

The march started from Sik-
kim University Central Library in 
6th Mile and concluded at Cauveri 
Girls Hostel in Tadong.

The main demands of the 
march were to allocate at least 3% 
of GDP to scienti ic and technolog-
ical research and 10% towards ed-
ucation, stop propagation of unsci-
enti ic, obscurantist ideas and reli-

gious intolerance, and develop sci-
enti ic temper, human values and 
spirit of inquiry in conformance 
with Article 51A of the Constitu-
tion, ensuring that the education 
system imparts only ideas that are 
supported by scienti ic evidence, 
and enact policies based on evi-
dence-based science.

One student of Sikkim Univer-
sity, Shankar Sharma, said, “The 
government has been continuous-
ly cutting funds for education and 
scienti ic research. We want the 
government to spend minimum 
03% of GDP to scienti ic research 
and 10 % in education.”

The students have also de-
manded that scienti ic temper be 
inculcated amongst students in 

institutions and more funds be in-
vested in research and other scien-
ti ic interests.

“The March for Science is ac-
tually on 22 April worldwide. 
600 cities with over 1.3 million 
researchers, students and scien-
tists participated in the march 
throughout the world but India 
could not participate due to some 
unavoidable reasons. We are par-
ticipating in the march because 
fundamental rights of science have 
always been overlooked by the 
Government leading to inancial 
crisis and bankruptcy. We are rais-
ing our voice against the attack on 
democracy, science and truth. It is 
a march for truth with reason,” ex-
pressed Mr Sharma.

India March for Science
held in Gangtok

K , A  9 (PTI): 
Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha (GJM) chief Bimal 
Gurung today claimed 
in a city court that the 
CBI has not been able 
to provide any speci ic 
proof of his involvement 
in the murder of All In-
dia Gorkha League chief 
Madan Tamang.

Gurung’s counsel Mi-
lan Mukherjee submit-
ted before Chief Sessions 
Judge Kundan Kumar 
Kumai that speci ic proof 
has to be provided by the 
prosecutor even for fram-
ing of charges against an 
accused.

Hearing in the matter 
was adjourned for the 
day and would resume 

tomorrow.
The city sessions 

court is hearing argu-
ments for framing of 
charges against 46 ac-
cused for criminal con-
spiracy and murder of 
Tamang.

Mukherjee dismissed 
as was baseless the pros-
ecution’s claim that Gu-
rung had along with other 
GJM leaders conspired to 
kill Tamang. He claimed 
that the CBI has not been 
able to provide any proof.

“The CBI has 
claimed that Kalia, who 
had allegedly attacked 
Tamang with a sharp 
weapon, was Gurung’s 
bodyguard.

But just being seen 

beside him at some pub-
lic rallies does not mean 
he was the bodyguard, he 
can be a party supporter,” 
Mukherjee submitted.

Gurung and some oth-
er GJM leaders accused in 
the murder were allegedly 
in Kalimpong when Ta-
mang was killed in Darjeel-
ing on May 21, 2010.

According to Mukher-
jee, though it has been 
claimed that mobile 
phones of some leaders 
including Gurung were 
under surveillance, the 
prosecutors have not 
submitted any transcript 
of alleged conversations 
among them to prove 
that they had conspired 

No speci ic proof 
of involvement in murder case: 

Gurung’s counsel tells HC

turn to pg03

Patkar 
arrested 
on her way 
to Dhar
B , A  9 (PTI): 
Narmada Bachao An-
dolan (NBA) leader Med-
ha Patkar was arrested 
today when she was on 
her way to Dhar district 
of Madhya Pradesh to 
meet the Sardar Sarovar 
Project (SSP) oustees, the 

turn to pg02
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Man accused 
of sexually 
assaulting 
2 minors
G , 09 A :

A 40-year-old man of 
Jorethang, South Sik-

kim has been accused of 
sexually assaulting two 
7-year-old girls. The in-
cident was reported at 
Jorethang Police Station 
by the parents of the 
victims on 08 Aug. The 
accused had reported-
ly committed the crime 
a week ago when the 
parents had gone to run 
errands leaving them 
alone at home. After the 
incident was iled the 
accused was formally 
brought in and arrested 
under Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offens-
es Act, 2012. 

SBI bank 
of icial 
charged 
with fraud
G , 09 A :

Chungthang police sta-
tion on 08 Aug regis-

tered a case against the 
former branch manager 
of State Bank of India, 
Chungthang, North Sik-
kim and unknown of i-
cers on the basis of com-
plaint filed by the cur-
rent Branch Manager 
of SBI, Chungthang on 
the allegations that the 
accused persons fraud-
ulently transferred 
certain loan amounts 
to other accounts vi-
olating the fiduciary 
capacity as an officer of 
the bank.The embezzled 
amount detected so far 
is Rs 1,95,000, as per 
the report filed at the 
police station. The case 
is currently under in-
vestigation. 

One booked 
under SADA
G , 09 A :

Melli police on 08 
Aug booked a 

21-year-old man from 
Tingmoo, South Sik-
kim under Sikkim Anti 
Drugs Act, 2006. The 
accused was intercept-
ed by the police at Mel-
li check post. He was 
reportedly travelling 
in a Jorethang service 
taxi from Siliguri. Upon 
searching the police re-
covered 144 Spasmo-
proxyvon capsules hid-
den inside a backpack 
carried by the accused. 
The recovered items 
were seized and the ac-
cused formally arrested.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 A :

On the 09th day of 
Swachhata Pakhwada 

conducted by the Nation-
al Service Scheme (NSS) 
unit of Tharpu Senior Sec-
ondary School, West Sik-
kim, the students orga-
nized a cleanliness drive 
at Gram Prashasan Ken-
dra, Choudary Chawpal 
(Community center) and 
the footpaths of Tharpu. 

The cleanliness drive 
was jointly initiated by 
200 NSS volunteers along 
with NSS programme 
of icer. The pakhwada 
was of icially kicked off 
on 01 Aug with a formal 
oath ceremony followed 
by a series of cleanliness 
drives and awareness 
programmes organized 
by the NSS volunteers of 
the school. The pakhwa-
da is scheduled to con-

tinue till 15 Aug, a press 
release informs. 

Swachhata Pakhwada 
is a programme under 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
where nationwide clean-
liness drive is being car-
ried out under Ministry of 

Sports and Youth Affairs, 
Government of India. Al-
most all the NSS units of 
Sikkim are taking part in 

the Swachhata Pakhwada 
under Sports and Youth 
Affairs Department of 
Sikkim, reads the release. 

Swachhata Pakhwada underway at Tharpu

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 A :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party convened an 

emergency meeting here 
at the party head-of ice 
today. The meeting was 
called to discuss the re-
cent statement made 
by Ashok Chaurasia on 
social media where he 
allegedly mentioned the 
merger of Sikkim with 
Darjeeling.

In a press release is-
sued today the party has 
said that Mr Chaurasia 
has close ties with the 
RSS, Central Ministers and 
Ministers of Sikkim and 

his statement on making 
the 22nd State bigger is 
very insensitive and not 
in the interest of Sikkim. 
SKM has strongly objected 
to such statements.

The party fully sup-
ports the Gorkhaland 
demand but is totally 
against Sikkim-Darjeel-
ing merger, the release 
states.

SKM has invited 
members of political and 
non-political organiza-
tions, civil society and in-
tellectuals to discuss this 
sensitive issue in a hotel 
at Deorali on 12 Aug, in-
forms the press release.

SKM condemns Ashok 
Chaurasia’s statement on

Sikkim-Darj merger

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 A :

Bharatiya Janta Par-
ty Sikkim Pradesh 

has alleged partiality by 
MLAs and Panchayats 
of the SDF party in the 
distribution of LPG cyl-
inders to poor women 
under the Central gov-
ernment scheme Ujjwala 
Yojana. 

A BJP press release of 
the state-unit president, 
DB Chauhan, alleges that 
the ruling party has been 
distributing LPG cylin-
ders to government em-
ployees, contractors and 
in luential people. The 
party has warned the 
government to provide 
gas cylinders to the gen-
uine bene iciaries.

Partiality in distribution of Ujjwala
Yojana bene its: BJP Sikkim 

YOGEN THATAL
S , 09 A :

A daylong awareness 
and sensitization 

programme regarding In-
formation, Education and 
Communication (IEC) on 
waste separation at source 
under the guidelines of 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
(Urban) was conducted by 
Singtam Nagar Panchayat 
(SNP) today. 

It is to be mentioned 
here that SNP president, 
SK Pradhan along with 
the SNP vice president, 
SNP executive of icer 
and the ward councilors 
of Singtam had gone to 
Singapore and Malaysia 
recently to learn and ob-
serve the waste, health 
and environment man-

agement in urban areas.   
“We have learned a 

great deal about environ-
ment and health manage-
ment techniques from 
our visit to Singapore and 
Malaysia. SNC is striv-
ing to be an eco-friendly 
and zero-waste town but 
the road to achieve that 
status is very long. To 
achieve that goal we need 
cooperation from every 
resident of Singtam,” SNC 
executive of icer, Himmat 
Rai said. 

Mr Rai also urged 
the residents to use the 
garbage bins issued by 
the SNC. He then asked 
the citizens to dispose of 
waste properly and work 
together towards a clean-
er town. 

Awareness on
waste management

held at Singtam

to get Tamang killed.
Claiming that ive 

years of investigation by 
the premier agency has 
produced only hypothe-
sis and unsubstantiated 
allegations, Mukherjee 
prayed that it is a case 
of no-evidence against 
Gurung and some others 
whom he represented.

The CBI has prayed 
for framing of charges 
against the accused, 
among whom are the top 
brass of the GJM, includ-
ing its president Bimal 
Gurung, his wife and 
GJM women’s wing chief 
Asha, Roshan Giri, Col 
(retd) Ramesh Alley, for-
mer MLA Harka Bahadur 
Chetri, Binay Tamang 
and Rabin Subba.

The CBI has claimed 
that the murder was a 
premeditated one to pre-
vent any other political 
party from holding meet-
ings or rallies in Darjeel-
ing hills, where GJM held 
sway through coercive 
measures.

Tamang was attacked 
with sharp weapons 
when he was oversee-
ing preparations for a 
public meeting at Club-
side in the heart of Dar-
jeeling town on May 21, 
2010 and was declared 
brought dead at the sa-
dar hospital there. 

No speci ic 
proof  of 
involvement 
in murder 
case: Gurung’s 
counsel 
tells HC
contd from pg01

police said.
“We have arrested her as she 

insisted on going back to meet the 
oustees. We have told her that it is 
not possible to allow her to go to 
Dhar as section 144, CrPc has been 
imposed in the area,” Ajay Sharma, 
Additional Director General of Po-
lice (ADGP), Indore range, said.

The police stopped Patkar and 
informed her that she could not 
proceed to Dhar, but as she refused 
to relent, she was placed under ar-
rest at the border of Indore and 
Dhar districts, and subsequently, 
taken to Dhar, he added.

“We will ask her to furnish a 
bond stating that section 144 will 
not be violated. If she furnishes it, 
we will release her,” the ADGP said.

Subsequently, Patkar was pro-
duced before a sub-divisional ju-
dicial magistrate at Dhar who sent 
her to jail.

Patkar (62) and 11 others were 
forcibly removed from Chikhalda 
in Dhar on August 7, where they 
were staging an inde inite fast de-
manding a proper rehabilitation of 
the oustees, and were admitted in 
different hospitals.

Earlier in the day, Patkar was 
discharged from a private hospital 
in Indore after her condition im-
proved.

After she was discharged from 
the Bombay Hospital, Patkar said 
her inde inite fast would continue.

Patkar (62) and the other activ-
ists have been fasting for 14 days.

“Medicines were administered 
through drips to the fasting agita-
tors in various hospitals but none 
of us has eaten food so far. We de-
mand the oustees be allowed to 
stay in their original dwellings till 
proper arrangements are made 
for their rehabilitation,” Patkar, 
who came out of the hospital on a 
wheelchair, told reporters.

She claimed that the process 
of rehabilitation of the displaced 
people in the Narmada valley was 

yet to be completed.
“At many places, even drinking 

water is not available.
But the state government is 

insisting the people to go to these 
places. This situation is not accept-
able to the oustees and therefore, 
they continue to stay put at their 
original dwellings,” she added.

Patkar said a special leave pe-
tition (SLP) came up before the 
Supreme Court yesterday, but it 
was dismissed as a related case 
was pending before the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court.

“The hearing in the case is 
scheduled tomorrow in the high 
court. On behalf of the dam oust-
ees, we appeal to the judiciary to 
deliver justice in the matter,” she 
added.

Patkar termed as “incorrect” 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s “claims” 
that different decisions of the Nar-
mada Water Disputes Tribunal on 
the issue of rehabilitation were 
being followed by his government.

“The state government is just 
making announcements, state-
ments and giving out igures, but 
is doing nothing on the issue,” she 
alleged.

Asked about her future course 
of action, the activist said a plan to 
stage a “big agitation” would be i-
nalised soon.

Patkar alleged that after her re-
moval from the site of the fast, she 
was kept in an “illegal” custody in 
the hospital.

“I was allowed to meet only 
two-three persons. They also did 
not allow me to use my mobile 
phone,” she claimed.

However, Indore Divisional 
Commissioner Sanjay Dube dis-
missed Patkar’s charge.

“Every hospital has its own 
rules. In view of the health con-
dition of the patient, the manage-
ment did not allow every visitor 
to go to the ICU (where Patkar 
was admitted). Still, some were al-
lowed to meet her,” he said.

Dube said Patkar was admitted 
in the hospital on a written advice 
of doctors that her life was in dan-
ger due to the fast.

Thousands of families, living 
along the banks of the Narmada 
river in Barwani, Dhar, Alirajpur 
and Khargone districts of Madhya 
Pradesh, are at the risk of getting 
displaced with the closing of the 
gates of the Sardar Sarovar dam in 
neighbouring Gujarat and the re-
sultant rise in the water level in its 
catchment area.

The Centre recently gave the 
nod for closing the gates of the 
dam.

The dam is likely to be illed to 
its capacity by August-end.

Patkar arrested on her way to Dhar
contd from pg01
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 
10 August

Temp: 24°C /18°C
Forecast: Dull 
and dreary with 
heavy showers.
Sunrise: 05:03 AM
Sunset: 06:18 PM
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UNITED INDIA INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED
Regd. & Head Office: 24, Whites Road, Chennai- 600 014

Phone: 044-28520161
Fax: 044-28524191

CIN: U93090TN1938GO1000108  IRDAI REGISTRATION NO.545.

United India Insurance Company Ltd., is a leading Public Sector General Insur-
ance Company wholly owned by Government of India with a gross premium of 
about Rs.16000 crores. A rapidly growing company with more than 2100 offi  c-
es, highest network in the non-life Insurance Industry throughout the country.

The company with more than 75 years of commendable service in the non-
life insurance industry requires ASSISTANT for its offi  ces across the country 
except the State of Jammu & Kashmir.
Total number of posts: 696 (provisional).
Educational Qualifi cations (as on 30/06/2017): Graduate from a recognized 
University and Knowledge of Reading, Writing and Speaking of Regional lan-
guage of the State of Recruitment is essential.
Age (as on 30/06/2017): Minimum age – 18 years (ii) Maximum age – 28 years 
for GENERAL candidates. Candidates born not earlier that 01/07/1989 and not 
later than 30/06/1999 (both days inclusive) are only eligible to apply.

For age relaxation for SC/ST/OBC/PwD, etc, please refer to the detailed 
advertisement in our company’s website – www.uiic.co.in.
Scales of pay: Rs.14435-840(1)-15275-915(2)-17105-1030(5)-22255-1195(2)-
24645-1455(3)-29010-1510(2)-32030-1610(5)- and other admissible allowanc-
es as applicable depending upon the place of posting. Total emoluments work 
out to Rs.23000/-p.m. approximately in the initial stage of pay in Metropolitan 
centres.
Mode of application: Online between 14/08/2017 and 28/08/2017 (both days 
inclusive). No other means/mode of application will be accepted.
Date of Online tests: Tentative:  (i) Preliminary Examination: 22/09/2017.

    (ii) Main Examination: 23/10/2017.
This notice is for information only.
For full details please visit our Website – www.uiic.co.in.
The decision of the company will be fi nal and binding in all matters.

Place: CHENNAI     CORPORATE HRM
DATE: 10.8.2017

A+ BLOOD REQUIRED
Urgently required A+ blood 
for a ailing patient, Ram Ba-

hadur Rai, 30-years-old, 
at STNM Hospital. Anyone 
willing to donate blood can 

contact 7076337693

Academic 
Tendong 
Lho Rum 
Faat at SU
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 A :

Department of Lepcha, 
School of Languages 

and Literature, Sikkim 
University, organised a 
seminar on Lepcha folk-
tales and the screening 
of The Tales of the Tribes 
on the occasion of Ten-
dong Lho Rum Faat, here 
on Wednesday.

Dr. Charisma Kar-
thak Lepcha, Assistant 
Professor, Department 
of Anthropology, Sikkim 
University, and Dr. Tara 
Purnima Douglas from 
England who has worked 
on the animation ilm on 
tribal folktales were the 
main speakers. Ney May-
al Kyoung, the animation 
ilm by Dr Douglas based 

on a Lepcha folktale was 
also screened on the day. 
The ilm has been pro-
duced by the Adivasi Arts 
Trust of which Dr Doug-
las in the secretary.

Kachyo Lepcha, As-
sistant Professor at Lep-
cha Department, and 
organiser of the event 
informs that this was the 
irst time in Sikkim that 

Tendong Lho Rum Faat 
was celebrated in an “ac-
ademic way”.

The Seminar had TK 
Kaul, Registrar, Sikkim 
University, as chief guest 
and was also attended 
by faculty and special 
guests. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 A :

A coordination meet-
ing was organized to-

day by Water Security & 
Public Health Engineer-

ing Department at Selep 
Complex, Gangtok today. 

On the day, PHE Min-
ister, Tulshi Devi Rai dis-
tributed Personal Protec-
tive Equipments (PPEs) 

to plumbers and other 
D-Grade employees of the 
department. The PPEs 
were given to 356 employ-
ees.  Addressing the meet-
ing, the Minister said that 

the present government is 
very concerned about the 
government employees 
and is committed to serve 
the people better, a press 
release informs. 

PHE Minister distributes Personal Protective
Equipments to workers

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 09 A :

Launching of Remedial 
Teaching for Second-

ary level and Orienta-
tion on Enhancement of 
Learning Achievement 
in Secondary Education 
began today at Hotel Sin-
iolchu, Gangtok. 

The two-day pro-
gramme is being or-
ganized by the State 
Project Of ice, Rashtri-
ya Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan (RMSA), Human 
Resource Development 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, informs a 
press release from State 
Project Director, Rashtri-
ya Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan.

The irst day was at-
tended by senior of icers 
such as Directors, District 

Joint Directors, senior of-
icers from SCERT, DIET, 

Principals, etc. The day’s 
programme was chaired 
by G. P. Upadhyaya [ACS, 
HRDD] as the chief guest. 

The main objective of 
the programme was to 
help academically weak 
students of class IX and 
organize winter coach-
ing for class X students 
from the current aca-
demic session, the re-
lease mentions. 

During the program, 
the welcome address 
along with brief objective 
of the initiative under 
RMSA was presented by 
M. T. Sherpa [State Proj-
ect Director, RMSA]. He 
also brie ly dwelt on the 
need for such initiatives 
to combat a pan India 
phenomenon of massive 

failures at the secondary 
level. 

Thereafter, the ACS, 
HRDD delivered his key 
note address in which 
he asked everyone pres-
ent to take up the exer-
cise very seriously for 
enhancing learning level 
and reducing dropout 
due to lack of required 
competency level among 
secondary students. He 
also stressed on the need 
to focus on achieving 
excellence by students 
rather than simply pass-
ing the examination. 

The event also saw 
the release of Guide-
lines on Enhancement of 
Learning Achievement in 
Secondary education by 
ACS, HRDD. The Bhoomi 
Consultancy from New 
Delhi gave an elaborate 

presentation on the re-
quirement of remedial 
teaching and strategy for 
effective implementation 
of the activity in the state. 

This was followed by 
the interaction and open 
house discussion among 
the members present 
bringing out several new 
ideas that would be piv-
otal for framing strategy 
for implementation of 
remedial teaching and 
organizing winter coach-
ing from current aca-
demic session. The vote 
of thanks was proposed 
by K C Gyatso [JD, RMSA].

The second day of the 
orientation program on 
10 Aug will have Deputy 
Directors, Assistant Direc-
tors, Principals and faculty 
from DIET & SCERT, the 
release informs.

Programme on remedial teaching
for Secondary level held

N  D , A  9 
(PTI): Fatima Nafees, the 
mother of missing JNU 
student Najeeb Ahmad, 
today took part in a sit-in 
protest in front of the CBI 
headquarters here, de-
manding that the central 
investigation agency ind 
her son.

The family members 
of Najeeb, along with the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity Students’ Union 
(JNUSU), had organised 
the protest after the Del-
hi High Court yesterday 
pulled up the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) for not making any 
headway in the case of the 
student’s disappearance.

“Find my son, I don’t 
want any reasons,” Na-
fees told reporters and 
wondered why the gov-
ernment was “so scared” 
to take action in the case.

The court had repri-
manded the CBI, saying it 
had placed on record the 
same status report sub-
mitted earlier, and added 
that the case had not been 
transferred to the central 
probe agency “for fun”.

The protesters also 
threatened to block all 
the gates of the CBI of ice 
and hold such demon-
strations every day till 

Missing student Najeeb’s
kin, JNUSU stage stir outside

CBI of ice
the whereabouts of Na-
jeeb were known.

“We were happy 
when the case was trans-
ferred to the CBI.

But shockingly, the 
same report was submit-
ted yesterday. The CBI is 
making a mockery of the 
system. We will be pro-
testing again and again till 
Najeeb is found,” said Kha-
lid Sai i, a family friend.

Some protesters de-
manded that they be 
allowed to probe the 
case if the investigating 
agencies were “scared of 
something”.

“Let us do the investi-
gation if you are not able 
to do so or are scared of 
something. We will ind 
Najeeb,” a JNU student 
said in his speech.

Some told PTI that 
they still could not un-
derstand why the Akhil 

Bharatiya Vidyarthi Par-
ishad (ABVP), the stu-
dents’ wing of the BJP, 
“targeted” a fresher like 
Najeeb. JNUSU president 
Mohit Kumar Pandey 
accused the CBI of “not 
being independent” and 
“receiving orders from 
the home minister”.

“We are only asking 
the CBI to carry out its 
institutional responsibil-
ities and nothing else,” he 
said.

Former JNUSU vice 
president Shehla Rashid 
asked the probe agency 
to look into “all the as-
pects” of the case.

“The CBI should 
show some spine and 
probe all the aspects of 
the case. Besides, those 
who had alleged that Na-
jeeb had joined a terror 
out it should be arrest-
ed,” she said.
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Avoid the Babel
Syndrome

Resuscitate languages and 
the rest will follow

One of the more encouraging signs when it comes 
to the vibrancy of languages is to see the young 

make lists in the mother tongues. It is a rarity, be-
cause even speakers of the lingua franca nowadays 
make their lists in English and they are already con-
versing on the smartphones in emojis. The worry the 
is that the mother  tongue, the language they would  
be expected to be the most luent in when convey-
ing emotions and ideas, has now become the formal 
language – something they can write exams in or  
maybe use to speak with elders. So, when the mother 
tongue become the language of casual conversations 
and spontaneous note-taking, it becomes a special 
moment, underlining a community’s success at keep-
ing their culture alive because no culture can survive 
once its language is lost. 

In fact, a major concern exists in communities all 
over the world over the preservation of native languag-
es and cultures. While earlier, indigenous communities 
could rely on traditional educational systems to assure 
their cultural survival, this support system does not 
exist anymore. Earlier, the language would get passed 
down around kitchen ires and along with it would slip 
through the essence of ethnic cultures and traditions. 
As Sikkim grows more cosmopolitan, outside in luenc-
es have edged out this form of education. The formal 
education system which includes many indigenous/ 
local languages in its curriculum does not include the 
subtlety with which cultures were earlier fostered. At 
best, the schools can equip the students with the lan-
guage, which they should then utilise to learn. Unlike 
the present trend where the learning curve ends with 
the schooling years, the learning should in fact begin 
once the language is mastered. This becomes neces-
sary because indigenous languages are inding fewer 
and fewer people using them anymore and the few 
who have mastered the tongue need to record whatev-
er it is they can cull from the older generation so that 
some element of their identity survives the march of 
time. In fact, this is one aspect of the cultural revival-
ism afoot all over the Hills that needs to be paid special 
attention to. 

While it is all too easy to play the role of the victim-
ised and collect sympathy, it is in proving real concern 
that the Hill communities are failing. This applies not 
just to the minority Lepchas and Bhutias of the Hills 
but also the Nepalese, not because the majority is evil, 
but because the minority is not honing its survival 
skills enough. It needs no reiteration that language is 
the link to identity. It is the language that keeps cul-
tures alive. The nuances of each language highlight the 
in luence of the past which shapes the present of in-
dividual communities. That said, let’s look at the state 
of ethnic languages among the speakers themselves. 
When a language is being taught in school, it has to 
mean more than just a medium of communication. It 
has to become the tool of learning and discovery. One 
does not know whom to blame here, but few in Sikkim 
have proven that they can deploy their language skills 
for this purpose.

Blame it on the in luence of television or now ac-
cess to affordable broadband which has wiped out 
the reading habit or the confusion of being exposed to 
too many languages [Nepali, English and the mother 
tongue, in Sikkim’s case], but fact remains that we are 
grooming a generation of students who are not pro i-
cient in any language. We are talking here in terms of 
reading, understanding and writing. Anyone can com-
municate, but a student is expected to do better.

The previous generation has to shoulder most of 
the blame. They relied too much on tokenism. A lan-
guage day here, a smattering of language skills there 
and they thought they had done enough. They were 
wrong. A language has to become relevant to survive. 
It can be made relevant if important and interesting 
books are written in that language, if popular music 
uses it. Just look around, how many interesting books 
can a lay person ind in Bhutia or Lepcha which is not 
available in other languages. Even Nepali language es-
sentially survives only as the lingua franca. To prove 
the point - can anyone recall the last work in iction in 
Nepali which was a runaway hit that everyone wanted 
to read and possess? Fact remains, we are wiping out 
our cultures because we are not serious enough about 
our languages.

ABHIBYANJANA RUBHI THATAL 

The Hallyu wave or the Korean wave has spread 
through the world like wild ire. People all over 

the world have been ‘fangirling’ and getting caught 
in this wave of Korean idol worship. 

The most signi icant evidence of the rising 
popularity was the 2017 Billboards Music Awards, 
where BTS a.k.a Bangtan Boys, a young K-pop boy 
band formed in the year 2013 under Big Hit Enter-
tainment took over the world by storm when they 
won the Top Social Artist Award against popular 
artists like Justin Bieber, Selena Gomez, etc. Twitter 
and the American media went crazy with curiosity 
about this group that bagged an award on such a 
huge platform with their heavy fandom popularly 
known as the ‘Army’.

People in Gangtok are not isolated from this 
wave either and are, in fact, quite receptive of it. 
Gangtok is a small town in the tiny State of Sikkim 
in India which is landlocked between three differ-
ent countries. When one travels to Sikkim they can 
immediately note how distinct the state is from the 
rest of India that is known by the world. The capi-
tal city Gangtok is a hub of neon and yellow lights 
that illuminate the hills crowned by the clouds. The 
people here are known for their warm nature, hos-
pitality and also their sense of style. Even when in 
a different state one can tell if you’re from Gang-
tok based on your dressing sense. That’s how one 
Gangtokian identi ied me. 

The question is where does Gangtok get this 
style from? The approach is certainly different 
from that of the mainland. It is here that we start 
seeing the subtle signs of in luence of the Korean 
culture and K-pop that thrives on the export of its 
culture and style to mainly other Asian countries. 
Gangtok is no exception; vivid examples of such can 
be seen among the teenagers and the young adults 
in this state especially the capital. Of course the 
American (Western) culture is still very in luential 
yet we see that the Korean wave is also catching up 
and is gaining momentum at a good pace.

Stores in Gangtok are looded with Korean 
style/inspired merchandise, like Korean handbags 
etc, and they sell better.

Across social media we see people posting pic-
tures of their idols. (They are called so, as most 
Korean stars are all-rounders having dedicated 
almost all of their childhood into rigorous train-
ing, kept away from their families and neighbour-
hood under contractual basis, they purely dedicate 
themselves to art. As an appreciation to all their 
hard work their fans fondly regard them as idols).

Many K-pop stars bloom to become aspiring ac-
tors too. A K-drama watched by virtually all Gang-
tokians, be it young or adults, will have to be Boys 
Over Flowers. Initially, there were only a few peo-
ple who were interested in K-pop and this drama 
was perhaps the irst step for most of the young-
sters into the world of K-pop. Since then, there has 
been a massive increase in the number of people 
who follow Korean dramas. It only appeared as a 
tiny infatuation at irst but now, we don’t even have 
to go across social media all around the world, even 
in our very own classrooms we have fan girls and 
boys who have been engulfed by this Hallyu wave. 
Across Instagram and IRL the street style is heavily 
K-pop in luenced. Even the daily make-up of most 
youngsters these days are Korean based which is 
light and not too bold like the Indian or the Amer-
ican make-up. Even if they don’t understand the 
language, they can be seen watching subtitled Ko-
rean dramas and translating Korean songs to En-
glish and singing it in Korean language itself! We 
can even see biographies of some Gangtokians and 
Sikkimese people on Instagram written in Korean 
script.

FYI! South Korea is 5014 km away from Sikkim, 
India and many of us and our friends dream of vis-
iting South Korea one day.    

Even with this distance, the media has been 
so effective in reaching this part of the world, that 

we can hear the k-pop fans use Korean words and 
slangs like “Chincha” (Really) or “jashiki” (Jerk). 
One of the interviewees even said that these slangs 
don’t sound as bad as the English ones or even the 
local Nepali ones. Much like the case with J-pop 
fans and Otakus (fans of anime), which is higher in 
the North-Eastern region of India compared to oth-
er parts of India.

In an interview I and my friend conducted, we 
got responses that con irmed our notions of why 
the Hallyu wave is so in luential in Gangtok. People 
in Sikkim like in other North-Eastern States, have 
little representation in the mainstream media and 
ilms. The last time we had such a big representa-

tion was probably Danny Denzongpa in Bollywood 
and Bhaichung Bhutia, former captain of the Na-
tional Football team. When the hill people go out 
into different parts of India to study or work, they 
are discriminated against based on how they look. 
However, it’s not only because of looks but also 
style and the difference in our culture. The discrim-
ination isn’t always violent or obvious, most of the 
times it is only a prejudice that turns into a stereo-
type. This subtle alienation paves way for the need 
to ind something or someone to represent us.

According to people we interviewed, they like 
Korean dramas and idols as they are hard-working 
and are all-rounders and also because they seem 
familiar due to their facial (i.e. mongoloid) fea-
tures. Some people also feel that the K-dramas are 
more relatable than the Indian TV Soaps even if it 
has the cliché of the rich guy-poor girl plot.

When asked if Bollywood was more relatable, 
this is what one of the K-pop fans had to say. 

“It is a big NO. I don’t think Bollywood is more 
relatable than K-drama, the only K-drama cliché is 
that either the boy or the girl will be extremely rich 
and the other gender will be pathetically poor, and 
this thing too has been improved lately. The new 
dramas that are coming up are more realistic and 
fun too (excluding the fairy tale dramas). I don’t un-
derstand the need to put an item song in the mov-
ies. It does not make any sense to me.”

In 2016, a Korean boy band came to Sikkim to 
judge a show and it was an event that remains in 
the memories of many K-pop fans. Even if the boys 
were not BTS and relatively unfamiliar, they were 
still showered with love and support from the peo-
ple who not only idolize the K-pop stars but also 
have come to admire and want to become more 
like the Korean people in general. While this is a 
strategic move by the Korean government in order 

to promote its tourism and cosmetic surgery busi-
ness, it is well received by people.

Should we be worried about the rise in the 
Hallyu wave in Sikkim? In plain sight, there’s real-
ly no problem at all; it gives the people a sense of 
belonging and an Asian representation that is dif-
ferent from the stereotypical Indian Asian repre-
sentation. Maybe the reason why the Hallyu wave 
of South Korea is so popular in Gangtok and oth-
er North-Eastern States is the lack of representa-
tion of their people in these parts. Of course, this 
is not to say that the mainland Indians aren’t fans 
of K-pop. There are in fact many, but the case with 
Northeast and Gangtok is also deeply rooted in the 
need for representation. If the Indian entertain-
ment media saw more people from this part of the 
country participating we are always supportive. 
Perhaps Prashant Tamang is a quintessential ex-
ample of this argument. When he went to Indian 
Idol, the whole of Darjeeling and Sikkim voted for 
him and he became the Indian Idol. Maybe that’s 
it, we need more Indian Idols (pun intended) from 
this part of the country too. There’s a whole trea-
sure of untapped talent in this part of the country 
which needs to be witnessed by the nation.

However there are smaller unnoticed problems 
that may arise from the craze in this wave. The 
need to look more and more stylish; while looking 
stylish is indeed a good thing, for the overall street 
style in Gangtok, this also creates a certain vani-
ty of always wanting to look good and sometimes 
ignoring other important things like the beauty 
of simplicity. The other problem that seems to be 
lingering around the corner is the glori ication of a 
‘certain type’ i.e., the mongoloid features, fair skin, 
an oval face (for girls), slim body and so on.

We must remember that in Sikkim, we have 
different ethnicities living in harmony with each 
other, this also means that we have different facial 
features and not all of us are similar in our bodily 
and facial features and we must be willing to not let 
that part of the Hallyu wave get to us.

We all love this wave of exciting idols who can do 
pretty much everything and anything in the enter-
tainment industry; make us dance to their never-end-
ing digital beats and again make us cry with their 
emotional dramas. So maybe we can keep this wave 
healthy and still stay rooted in our own culture.

Hope you enjoyed this article, now daum-eh bwa!
[The writer is a IInd Year student pur-
suing B A/B Sc Liberal Arts in Symbio-

sis International University, Pune]

The Gangtokian Hallyu: Why K-pop
is so popular in Sikkim

RONALD R. KREBS &
ROBERT RALSTON
theconversation.com

Six months have passed since Don-
ald Trump entered the Oval Of ice.
His administration remains deep-

ly understaffed. His legislative agenda 
is stymied. He has been active in is-
suing executive orders, but many are 
toothless, others are only in the early 
stages of undoing Obama policies and 
some are tied up in the courts. So far, 
Trump’s leadership has mostly been 
de ined by his rhetoric.

And his rhetoric, the conventional 
wisdom holds, could not be more dif-
ferent from his predecessor’s.

Barack Obama was, as president, 
eloquent. His language was sophisti-
cated. He spoke in measured tones and 
advanced informed, reasoned dialogue.

Donald Trump is inarticulate and 
brusque. His language is simplistic. 
He dishes out invective. He shows so 

little regard for the facts that some 
say he’s the exemplar of a “bullshit 
artist.” And he promotes a dialogue of 
the deaf.

The differences between Trump’s 
and Obama’s rhetorical styles seem 
stark. Yet, when we set aside the pres-
idents’ speaking styles and looked 
more carefully at the speci ic words 
Trump employed in his irst months 
in of ice, we were surprised to dis-
cover that, in certain ways, these two 
presidents are remarkably like each 
other and unlike their predecessors. 
Here’s what we found – and why 
Obama and Trump have more in com-
mon than you would think.

HOW WE DID OUR RESEARCH
Our analysis is based on Trump’s 
more substantial speeches – which 
we somewhat arbitrarily de ine as 
those longer than 500 words – which 
were directed primarily at domes-
tic audiences. We scraped from the 

website of the American Presiden-
cy Project all of Trump’s campaign 
speeches and presidential addresses 
through July 1 that met these crite-
ria. We ended up with 74 campaign 
speeches, representing more than 
230,000 words, and 56 presidential 
addresses, which included more than 
122,000 words. We compared these 
bodies of speech to each other and to 
a separate database of postwar presi-
dential speech that one of us had col-
lected, using these same criteria, for a 
recently published book.

We ran these speeches through 
a specialized computerized content 
analysis program called Diction. Dic-
tion contains 33 separate dictionaries 
tailored to political speech. It search-
es texts for the words contained in 
the designated dictionaries and then 
calculates the number of words from 
each dictionary that would be pres-
ent in a typical 500-word sample.

OBAMA AND TRUMP VS. 
EVERYONE ELSE

On two key dimensions, Obama 
and Trump look similar – and stand in 
marked contrast to all other presidents.

First, their rhetoric is much more 
self-referential, meaning it uses more 
irst-person pronouns. Obama’s rhetoric 

is 69 percent more self-referential than 
the presidential average, and Trump ex-
ceeds Obama by another 20 percent.

Trump employs almost 50 percent 
more irst-person pronouns than the 
second most heavily self-referential pres-
ident after Obama, Gerald Ford. Trump’s 
rhetoric is twice as self-referential as the 
postwar presidential average. 

Second, both Trump and Obama 
rank very high on measures of “tenac-
ity.” This dictionary includes a series 
of words such as “must” and “need” 
that call for action and that “connote 
con idence and totality.” Obama’s 

Trump and Obama have one surprising thing
in common– the words they use

turn to pg05
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rhetoric is around 45 percent more tenacious than the 
presidential average. Trump’s rhetoric is a bit more 
tenacious than even Obama’s. They are the only two 
presidents who substantially exceed the average.

Obama and Trump’s rhetoric suggests that the 
prime mover of government is not separation of pow-
ers, political parties or the bureaucracy – but the will 
of the president. Its self-referentialism projects an im-
age of strong leadership and of the president as the 
central pivot of action. Its tenacity expresses con i-
dence that the president will triumph over the many 
obstacles in his way.

For all their differences, both Obama and Trump 
consistently presented themselves as the solution to 
the nation’s problems. Accepting the nomination at 
the Republican National Convention, Trump assured 
Americans, “Nobody knows the system better than me, 
which is why I alone can ix it.” He regularly cited his 
own biography as the reason that Americans should 
“trust” him. The irony is that the predecessor who, on 
this dimension, most resembles Trump is the very one 
whom Trump cast as an utter failure and weak leader 
and as his chief foil. Obama too regularly invoked his 
unique personal story as the reason that Americans 
should place their faith in him. Minus Trump’s boast-
fulness, Obama too portrayed himself as the key agent 
of national transformation: “I’m the one who brings 
change. It is my vision. It is my agenda,” he told The 
Washington Post in January 2009. He saw other gov-
ernment of icials as just “good mechanics.”

YEARNING FOR A STRONG LEADER
The computerized content analysis of presiden-

tial rhetoric sets out a pattern, it does not explain it. 
However, we believe it likely that Obama and Trump 
adopted the same rhetorical tack for the same reason: 
Audiences across the political spectrum have craved a 
strong leader who will overcome Washington’s paral-
ysis and address the nation’s challenges.

Especially since 9/11, American politics has 
grown more partisan and polarized, even as Ameri-
cans’ values have converged. That partisan divide has 
produced gridlock in the halls of power, and Congress 
has become a site of minority party obstruction. As a 
result, Americans have become frustrated with Con-

gress, and their trust in government has plummeted. 
They have increasingly looked to the president to 
seize the initiative, conquer Washington’s dysfunction 
and persuade Congress to act.

In 2007, “honesty” mattered most to Americans 
in selecting the nation’s next president, with “leader-
ship/strength” a distant second. In 2012, American 
voters said that “shares my values” was their top con-
sideration in electing a president. By 2016, having a 
president who was a “strong leader” had easily taken 
the top spot, across voters of all parties, and was twice 
as important to them as it had been four years before.

Obama and Trump’s self-referential and tenacious 
rhetoric – one might even call it authoritarian – seems 
designed to satisfy that demand for strong leadership 
centered in the presidency. It is not accidental that 
their rhetoric, as the linked charts show, also re lects 
a continued, long-term decline in “cooperative” and 
“accomplishment” language, as collaboration across 
party lines has been rare and as there have been few 
achievements. Ironically, “satisfaction” rhetoric has 
experienced a corresponding rise – perhaps because 
there has been less to celebrate and therefore more 
reason for presidents to proclaim that all is well.

Of course, some of this may be Donald Trump’s 
inimitable rhetorical style. The igures above reveal 
that Trump the candidate was somewhat less self-ref-
erential and less tenacious than Trump the president 
has been. Perhaps he was simply restraining himself 
during the campaign. Once ensconced in the White 
House, he could become more himself. Trump the 
president may be Trump unleashed.

But the data suggest that Trump is also a manifes-
tation – albeit an extreme manifestation – of our po-
litical age. Obama’s self-centered, self-con ident but 
soaring speeches gave way to his successor’s self-cen-
tered, overcon ident and vain tweets. Karl Marx knew 
what he was talking about: History repeats itself, the 
irst time as tragedy, the second time as farce.

Nevertheless, we’d better get used to authoritari-
an rhetoric. It appears to be here to stay.

[Ronald R. Krebs is Beverly and Richard Fink 
Professor in the Liberal Arts and Professor of 

Political Science, University of Minnesota; Robert 
Ralston is Ph.D. student, University of Minnesota]
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N  D , A  9 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court has asked the CBI to 
respond to a plea iled by Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha (GJM) gener-
al secretary Roshan Giri seeking 
transfer of his trial in 2010 Madan 
Tamang murder case from Kolkata 
to Sikkim apprehending serious 
law and order crisis.

A bench comprising Justices S 
A Bobde and L Nageswara Rao is-
sued notice to the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) and posted 
the matter for hearing to August 
11.

Giri has been charged with 
alleged “criminal conspiracy for 
murder”, along with several other 
GJM leaders, in the case of Tamang, 
who was the All India Gorkha 

League (AIGL) president.
Darjeeling in north Bengal has 

been on the boil in the wake of 
the demand for a separate state of 
Gorkhaland. The West Bengal gov-
ernment has ruled out bifurcation 
of the state.

Giri’s counsel had told the 
court that if he was to appear in 
court to face the murder trial, then 
there would be a serious law and 
order situation in Kolkata and it 
might pose a threat to his life.

He had said that in view of the 
agitation in Darjeeling, it was very 
likely that a serious law and order 
situation would arise if he was 
made to go to Kolkata to face the 
trial.

The state government’s coun-

sel had argued that the court 
should seek a report from the mil-
itary intelligence on the stir and 
that would make everything clear.

The counsel had claimed that 
Giri wanted his trial to be shifted 
to Sikkim as its chief minister has 
extended his support to the GJM’s 
demand.

The CBI has indicted the entire 
top leadership of the GJM for the 
murder of the AIGL president. Be-
sides Giri, GJM president Bimal Gu-
rung is among the nine top leaders 
named in the charge sheet.

Gurung, his wife Asha and sev-
eral senior leaders of the hill out-
it had surrendered before a trial 

court which granted them bail in 
the murder case.

Madan Tamang murder: SC notice
to CBI on GJM secy Giri’s plea

Maraland 
Democratic 
Front to 
merge 
with BJP
A , A  9 (PTI): 
The Maraland Demo-
cratic Front (MDF) today 
announced that it would 
soon merge with the BJP.

Founder president of 
the MDF P P Thawlla an-
nounced the party’s de-
cision at a press confer-
ence in south Mizoram’s 
Lunglei district.

Thawlla said that the 
merger ceremony would 
be formally held at Siaha 
town, the district head-
quarters of southern-
most Mizoram’s Siaha 
district soon.

“The merger function 
would be held as soon 
as Union Ministers can 
come for the ceremony,” 
he said.

THe MDF was ear-
lier an electoral ally of 
Mizoram’s main opposi-
tion party the Mizo Na-
tional Front (MNF).

BJP Mizoram unit 
president Prof John V 
Hluna said that the BJP 
would open an account 
in the 2018 state assem-
bly polls as at least one 
BJP candidate belonging 
to the Chakma communi-
ty would win in the areas 
where the Chakmas are 
concentrated.

Hluna urged the Mizo 
people to distinguish 
between the Indian cit-
izens and foreigners in 
the Chakma Autonomous 
District Council (CADC) 
area.

G , A  8 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal has 
requested President Ram 
Nath Kovind to set up a 
Presidential Retreat in the 
North East symbolising 
the unity of the country, 
which was appreciated.

Sonowal during his 
recent meeting with 
Kovind at Rashtrapati 
Bhawan referred to the 
Presidential Retreats 
located at Mashobra in 

Shimla and Bolarum in 
Hyderabad and request-
ed him for “a Presiden-
tial Retreat in North East 
besides the existing ones 
in North and South as it 
would symbolise the uni-
ty of the country,” a CMO 
release here said.

A retreat in the North 
East “would signify the 
unity of our diverse cul-
tures and people of the 
country,” the release quot-
ed Sonowal as saying.

Kovind appreciated 
Sonowal for conceiving 
the idea and he assured 
to look into the matter in 
right earnest.

The chief minister 
also invited the president 
to Assam to which he 
readily agreed and said 
he is looking forward to 
visit “the beautiful and 
scenic state of Assam and 
the North East sometime 
in October-November,” 
the release added.

Sonowal urges for
a Presidential Retreat
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D  (WB), A  9 (PTI): Two vehicles 
were set ablaze by the Gorkhaland agitators in 
the Darjeeling hills today amidst special secu-
rity arrangements as the inde inite shutdown 
called by the GJM entered its 56th day.

A woman Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) 
activist was arrested from Darjeeling for her 
alleged involvement in the violence and arson 
that took place in the hills in June, a senior po-
lice of icer said.

According to the police, in the morning, 
a pick-up vehicle ferrying newspapers was 
set on fire by the agitators in Kurseong 

while on its  return journey to Siliguri and 
another truck carrying food supplies was 
set ablaze in Kalimpong district in the ear-
ly hours.

With the GJM threatening to step up the ag-
itation in view of the expiry of its “deadline” 
to the Centre for intervention to resolve the 
crisis, the police and security personnel have 
made special security arrangements in the 
hills and are keeping a tight vigil to avoid any 
untoward incident.

Like yesterday, a police contingent was 
seen marching towards Singhmari in Darjeel-

ing town, where the GJM head of ice is located.
The police contingent went up to Patlebas, 

a stronghold of GJM supremo Bimal Gurung.
Both Singhmari and Patlebas have wit-

nessed several incidents of violence involving 
the GJM activists and police in the last couple 
of months.

The GJM took out rallies in various parts of 
the hills, demanding restoration of the Inter-
net services, which have remained banned in 
the hills since June 18, and an immediate with-
drawal of police from Darjeeling.

Besides the GJM, various other hill parties 

and intellectuals marched on the streets of 
Darjeeling with black lags and placards de-
manding a separate state of Gorkhaland.

In the morning, some political party activ-
ists, dressed in the traditional Nepali attire, 
also took out rallies and raised slogans in sup-
port of Gorkhaland.

With the food supply severely hit due to the 
shutdown, GJM activists and NGOs were seen 
distributing food among the locals.

Barring the medicine shops, all other 
shops, business establishments, schools and 
colleges remained closed.

Two vehicles set a ire in Darjeeling,
woman GJM activist held

M , A  9 (PTI): Lakhs of 
Maratha community members 
illed the city’s streets today as they 

took their battle for reservation in 
government jobs and education to 
the capital of Maharashtra with a 
massive show of strength.

The metropolis turned into a 
sea of saffron as members of the 
politically in luential community 
from different parts of the state 
converged here to press for res-
ervation in government jobs and 
education among other demands.

The Marathas took out a si-
lent march from Jijamata Udyan in 
Byculla to Azad Maidan in South 
Mumbai.

As the agitators assembled at 
Azad Maidan, Mumbai’s protest 
hotpsot, a few kilometres away, 
in Vidhan Bhawan, Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis announced his 
government would extend to the 
Maratha community the educa-
tional concessions currently given 
to OBCs.

He also said the BJP-led gov-
ernment would form a cabinet 
sub-committee to review the im-
plementation of various welfare 
schemes meant for the Maratha 
community.

The announcements were 
made after Fadnavis held a meet-
ing with representatives of the 

Maratha community, whose de-
mands have received support from 
almost the entire political spec-
trum in the state.

A delegation of 40 people, in-
cluding women, met him at the 
Vidhan Bhawan this afternoon. 
The legislature is currently having 
its monsoon session.

Earlier this morning, the 
Marathas took out their silent 
march from Jijamata Udyan amid 
tight security with participants 
wearing saffron caps and carrying 
saffron swallowtail lags.

Police and traf ic personnel 
were deployed in large numbers to 
manage the huge in low of people 
and the movement of vehicles in 
Mumbai.

Mumbai’s famed ‘Dabbawalas’ 
(lunchbox deliverymen), majority 
of whom hail from the Maratha 
community, also joined the march.

This was the 58th march of the 
community and was held exactly a 
year after the irst such protest in 
Aurangabad. The march was or-
ganised by the Sakal Maratha Sa-
maj, an umbrella organisation of 
several Maratha groups.

According to police, around 3 
lakh people took part in the pro-
test march.

These ‘mook morcha’, or silent 
rallies, were held in various parts 

of the state following the brutal 
rape and murder of a 14-year-
old girl, belonging to the Maratha 
community, at Kopardi village in 
Ahmednagar district in July 2016.

The rally ended at Azad Maidan 
after covering a distance of 10km. 
At the venue, the campaigners 
raised slogans as Mumbai BJP 
chief Ashish Shelar reached the 
site. Some said they don’t want 
politicians to interfere. Shelar rub-
bished reports he was stopped and 
manhandled at Azad Maidan.

In the legislature, lawmakers 
cutting across party lines shouted 
slogans demanding quota for the 
Marathas.

Social media platforms like 
Facebook, WhatsApp and Twitter 
were used to mobilise the commu-
nity members, the organisers said.

Azad Maidan turned into a sea 
of saffron as multitude of Maratha 
reservation supporters thronged 
the venue for the massive protest.

The JJ lyover in south Mum-
bai, which was closed for vehicular 
traf ic, was full of protesters who 
were carrying saffron lags and 
winding their way to the venue.

Bollywood actor Riteish 
Deshmukh also displayed his support 
to the protest march in a late night 
tweet. “Ek Maratha, Lakh Maratha,” 
the actor tweeted in Marathi.

Marathas send out loud message
with ‘’silent’’ march in Mumbai
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H , A  9 (PTI): 
Nearly 4,000-year-old bone or-
naments, a capstone and other 
rare objects belonging to the 
megalithic age have been found 
at different sites near Hyder-
abad, a senior of icial of Telanga-
na’s archaeology and museums 
department said today.

The bone ornaments were 
found in Narmetta area, on the 
outskirts of Hyderabad, during 
excavations conducted at dif-
ferent sites from March to May 
this year by the department, its 
director N R Visalatchy said.

“The ornaments are basical-
ly cut bone pieces, but (are) very 
precisely cut, all of equal shape, 
design, which in the 100 years 
of history of the department of 
archaeology and museums we 
have never come across,” she 
said.

The archaeologists have also 
found a capstone (a large lat 
stone) which was in the shape 
of an “anthropomorphic (having 
human characteristics) igure,” 
said Visalatchy.

The bone ornaments show 
that the technology prevailed 

even then to precisely cut the 
bones and the mathematical 
sense to make them of a precise 
size, she said.

“It also implies a certain 
sense of aesthetics. (They are) 
clear geometrical igures with 
exact size. There was a certain 
sense of calculation, certain 
technology, aesthetecity in-
volved,” the of icial said.

The scienti ic analysis of the 
bone pieces would throw more 
light on its different aspects, 
she said, adding that its carbon 
dating (determination of age or 

date of organic matter) would 
also be done.

“2000 BC to 500 AD is the 
timeline (as to how old the 
bone pieces are),” she said, 
adding that a skeleton with 
a skull was found at another 
burial site.

“This will be a boost to us in 
having a scienti ic approach to-
wards the understanding of the 
megalithic culture,” she said.

The department, one of the 
oldest in the country, had un-
dertaken many excavations in 
the past, she added. 

4,000-yr-old bone ornaments found in excavation near Hyderabad

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 09 A :

State Sports Acade-
my [SSA] has entered 

the semi- inal round of 
the Independence Day 
Football Tournament for 
Chogyal Sir Tashi Namg-
yal Memorial Cup here 
at Paljor Stadium. In a 
nail-biting quarter- inal 
match played today, the 
SSA has edged past Sik-
kim Himalayan Sporting 
Club [SHSC] 3-2.

In today’s match, for-
mer SSA players and in-
ternational footballers, 
Sanju Pradhan and Nir-
mal Chettri, once again 
played for their academy 
boosting the morale of 
younger players of the 
academy.

Both the teams played 
neck-to-neck from the 
start of the match. In 
the early minutes of the 
match, the referee of-
fered a penalty kick to 
Sikkim Himalayan SC for 
a foul in SSA D-box. Bhai-
chung Bhutia success-
fully converted the spot 
kick into an early lead for 

Sikkim Himalayan SC.
However, Roman Sub-

ba scored the equaliser 
for SSA in the 21st min-
ute and soon his team-
mate, Nikesh Gurung ex-
tended the lead to 2-1 in 
the 39th minute.

The additional time 
of the irst half witnessed 
some aggressive moments 
between players of both 
teams which suspended 

the match for over 10 min-
utes. Finally, the match 
resumed after the referee 
sent two players off the 
ield. The referee lashed 

red cards to SHSC goal-
keeper, Bidesh Subba, and 
Sanjay Rai of SSC.

In the second half, 
both teams played an 
attacking game to score 
further in the match. 
In 75th minute of the 

match, SHSC received 
another golden chance to 
equalize the match in the 
form of penalty kick for a 
foul in the SSA D-box but 
then Bhaichung Bhutia 
missed the net.

Soon, Roman Sub-
ba completed his brace 
in the 87th minute and 
extended the lead of the 
SSA to 3-1. However, the 
SHSC tried to bounce 

back into the match 
with a goal by its player, 
Prashant Tamang, in the 
88th minute but it was 
not enough to stop the 
SSA from moving ahead 
into the semi- inal round.

On 10 Aug, Sikkim 
Police Football Club will 
take on the defending 
champion, ARC Shillong, 
in the third quarter- inal 
match.

SSA edges past SHSC in nail
biting semi inal match

East Bengal 
start 
campaign 
against NBP 
Rainbow AC
K , A  9 (PTI): 
The city heavyweights 
East Bengal will begin 
their season against NBP 
Rainbow AC when they 
kick off in the ‘OC Blue 
Calcutta Football League 
Premier Division-A’.

Mohun Bagan will 
take on Southern Samity 
to start the campaign.

The Indian Football 
Association today re-
leased ixtures for three 
rounds and said that the 
tournament will be over 
before the Durga Puja 
festival, which will com-
mence with Mahalaya on 
September 19.

The much-awaited 
season’s irst derby be-
tween defending cham-
pions East Bengal and 
Mohun Bagan is likely to 
be held in Siliguri but the 
IFA is also mulling Kaly-
ani Stadium as an alter-
nate venue.

“Work is still un-
derway to increase the 
capacity of the Kalyani 
stadium to about 23,000. 
We will decide about the 
derby after seeing the 
completion certi icate. 
Either Kalyani or Siliguri 
will host the match,” IFA 
secretary Utpal Ganguli 
said.

On the incomplete 
ixture, Ganguli said: “It’s 

a long league and de-
pending on the weather 
conditions we will take 
the call. However the 
league will be over by 
Durga Puja.”

Eleven teams will vie 
for top honours in the 
coveted Kolkata league 
with Rs. 25 lakh for win-
ners and Rs. 20 lakh for 
the runners-up.

Pendam FA’s 
men’s and 
women’s 
team 
register wins 
SUMMIT REPORT
S , 09 A :

The third quarter inal 
match of the ongoing 

10th Late Laxman Prad-
han Memorial Open Foot-
ball Tournament was 
played today between 
Pendam FA and North 
Sikkim FC. 

Pendam FA defeat-
ed North Sikkim FC 3-1 
cementing their posi-
tion in the semi final 
rounds of the tourney. 
The fourth quarter fi-
nal match is scheduled 
to be played on 10 Aug 
between Sumin FC and 
Gangtok FC. 

In the Open Girls 
Football Tournament 
Pendam FA emerged vic-
torious against Singley-
bong FC 5-0. 

G , 09 A  [IPR]: The 
71st Independence Day Celebra-
tion Football Tournament was 
held at Tashiding Senior Second-
ary School in West Sikkim today. 
Health Minister, AK Ghatani, was 
the chief guest of the function. 

Also present were Advisor-So-

cial Justice, Empowerment and 
Welfare Department, CB Gurung, 
and Sub Divisional Magistrate-Yuk-
sam, along with teachers, students 
and the local gentry.

Three football matches were 
played on the day, the irst one 
being the Women’s football match 

followed by two Men’s football 
matches. The irst match was 
played between TSSS Blue and 
Karchen FC and the last match 
was played between BAC United 
and Zoom Salghari FC. The football 
tournament was followed by cul-
tural dance by the students.

I-Day football tourney underway at Tashiding

SANDEEP PRASAD
G , 09 A :

Starting his run 
from Gangtok this 

morning, marathoner 
Abhisek Prasad of Sing-
tam reached Mangan 
Bazaar this afternoon. 
Mr Prasad has started 
the run as an initiative 
to spread awareness on 
drug abuse and suicides 
in Sikkim. He is being 
sponsored by Nehru 
Yuva Kendra Sangath-
an, KANSS and Sikkim 
Bihari Jagran Manch 
[SBJM] and supported 
by Dr VK Prasad.

Mr Prasad and his 

team was received and 
given a warm welcome 
by District Youth Conve-
ner [North]-NYKS, SBJM 
members of Mangan 
branch and local gentries 
of Mangan district.

Dr Prasad informed 
that Mr Prasad will reach 
Dikchu from Mangan on 
the evening of 09 Aug 
and will move towards 
Tarku, Rabong covering 
Gyalshing and Namchi 
on 10 Aug. After cover-
ing the South & West dis-
tricts, Mr Prasad and his 
team will return to MG 
Marg in Gangtok to com-
plete his run.

Marathoner
Abhisek Prasad begins

run across Sikkim

A , A  9 
(PTI): Ace shuttler and 
Rio Olympics silver med-
alist P V Sindhu today 
joined as the Deputy 
Collector in the Andhra 
Pradesh government.

Sindhu, who had 
been handed over the 
letter of appointment on 
July 27, today reported to 
the Chief Commissioner 
of Land Administration 

Anil Chandra Punetha 
here and assumed her 
new role as a Group-1 
service of icer. She was 
then posted to Krishna 
district for training.

Sindhu met district 
Collector B Lakshmi Kan-
tham in the evening and 
reported for duty.

Meanwhile, of icial 
sources said the govern-
ment might waive the 

two-year training period 
for Sindhu since she was 
keen on focusing on her 
career.

Expressing happiness 
over her appointment, 
Sindhu said her irst pri-
ority would be to contin-
ue playing badminton.

“My focus will be on 
the sport only,” she had 
said on the day she was 
handed over the appoint-

ment order.
She had also thanked 

the Chief Minister for the 
job.

Now that Sindhu 
has joined the revenue 
service in AP govern-
ment, chances are that 
she might get inducted 
into the Indian Admin-
istrative Service seven 
or eight years down the 
line.

P V Sindhu joins as Dy Collector in AP govt

M , A  9 (PTI): On a day when a 
mammoth rally of Maratha community 
hogged all media attention in the city, a 
small group of scientists and rational-
ists also marched, seeking deepening of 
scienti ic spirit among people as well as 
policy-makers.

Over 200 scientists and rational-
ists took out ‘March for Science’ from 
the historical August Kranti Maidan to 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan in south Mum-
bai as a part of a national campaign.

Participants appealed the govern-
ment to encourage scienti ic temper 
and uphold the spirit of enquiry, ad-
dress lack of appreciation of science in 
the society, and boost funding for edu-
cation and scienti ic research.

“In the last year or so, we are seeing 
repeated assaults on reason. We think 
a basic perception of science is needed 
in everyone,” said Arnab Bhattacharya, 
professor of physics at the Tata Insti-
tute of Fundamental Research (TIFR).

People as well top policy-makers 
sometimes confuse mythology with sci-
ence, he said.

“This is very dangerous. We wel-
come all kinds of inquiry, but we should 

understand that science is global and 
our country should not become a 
laughing stock for the world,” he said, 
pointing out claims such as ancient 
Indian `advances’ in plastic surgery or 
aviation.

Another scientist, associated with 
a premier educational body, said the 
funding for tuberculosis research had 
decreased, while that for cowsheds 
(“gow-shalas”) had increased.

Similar marches were held in over 
20 cities today, modelled on the ones 
held in the US against President Donald 
Trump’s policies.

While in the US it is about Trump 
administration’s stand against the sci-
ence of climate change, in India the 
problem is “stress on pseudo-science 
and cow urine,” said another scientist 
who participated in the march.

Apart from scientists from TIFR and 
IIT Bombay, people from Mumbai Uni-
versity, Institute of Chemical Technol-
ogy, St Xavier’s College, Maharashtra 
Andhashraddha Nirmulan Samiti (Ma-
harashtra anti-superstition committee) 
and the Tata Institute of Social Sciences 
took part in the march.

Scientists
march out, warn against 

“pseudo-science”
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR SUCCESS MORNING

Draw No:2 DrawDate on:09/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 91G 11212
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 11212 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01209 04223 07192 12359 12525
47682 51762 51944 68865 76837
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
11206 14162 21800 27020 43870
71298 71305 74703 78553 95344
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0524 1457 1781 2822 4542 5622 6033 8299 8498 8649
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1641 1833 1839 1895 1902 4630 4632 5437 5614 8016
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0013 0134 0164 0298 0329 0545 0628 0744 0798 0845
1020 1025 1038 1071 1149 1250 1300 1448 1539 1616
1812 1887 2012 2024 2027 2063 2073 2350 2352 2384
2424 2607 2657 3181 3185 3189 3326 3353 3695 3880
4103 4243 4282 4960 4982 5049 5160 5205 5219 5330
5618 5640 5697 5712 6026 6291 6366 6367 6457 6758
6800 6820 6862 6907 6963 7194 7462 7505 7610 7657
7666 7752 7803 7870 7892 8075 8166 8310 8394 8411
8669 8701 8805 8872 8921 9101 9214 9322 9358 9396
9437 9582 9641 9736 9768 9805 9840 9898 9920 9934
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR EAGLE EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:2 DrawDate on:09/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 98B 69259
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 69259 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01818 15916 19580 25017 60422
62151 62943 67920 79559 83902
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
34151 39818 60933 72843 75414
77441 80182 89514 91659 97568
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0190 1151 1189 3304 5976 6027 6365 6924 7544 7641
5th Prize Rs.500/-
2009 3412 3844 4601 4724 5662 7880 8120 9087 9661
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0097 0124 0125 0260 0416 0423 0516 0629 0716 0884
0896 0988 1086 1215 1481 1483 1522 1542 1548 1619
1715 1719 1801 1863 2305 2650 2723 2942 2971 2972
3009 3106 3327 3342 3382 3572 3594 3606 3652 3865
4116 4134 4202 4289 4390 4403 4408 4412 4421 4452
4460 4656 4745 5075 5099 5201 5262 5435 5504 5582
5694 5739 5841 5870 5960 5980 6035 6108 6183 6372
6470 6729 6749 6756 6839 6912 6936 6963 7069 7114
7151 7280 7306 7464 7775 7780 8079 8191 8196 8325
8409 8635 8743 8944 8976 9368 9538 9716 9825 9837
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Anthyesthyi Kriya
The Anthyesthyi Kriya of 
Sabitri Pradhan who left 
for heavenly abode on 29 July, 
falls on 10 August [Thurs-
day]. All relatives and well 
wishers are requested to join 
us to offer prayers for the de-

parted soul at our residence at Ranipool 
Marchak, Near Tendong Petrol Pump. 

Govind Pradhan & Devi Pradhan (Son and Daughter-
in-law), Tek Narayan Pradhan &Daya Pradhan (Son 

and Daughter-in-law), Hari Pradhan & Rita Pradhan 
(Son and Daughter-in-law) and all Pradhan Family

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FAITHFUL

Draw No:2 DrawDate on:09/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 85A 45949
   (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 45949 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
03949 11107 15200 20193 35333
46656 50941 51151 58410 67635
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
22702 38983 44198 50771 52190
53168 59380 64974 72706 87084
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
1124 1209 2668 2930 3748 5710 6022 6517 9063 9222
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1491 1809 2315 3800 4376 5673 5677 5731 6291 9262
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0005 0028 0043 0228 0308 0327 0383 0614 0917 0974
1255 1291 1504 1507 1600 1697 1890 1947 2118 2189
2412 2415 2446 2578 2688 2696 2850 2876 3017 3092
3180 3188 3189 3290 3339 3395 3614 3649 3705 3746
3845 3926 4046 4307 4357 4371 4436 4582 4664 4756
4908 4940 5041 5116 5282 5326 5357 5468 5654 5671
5747 5908 6061 6102 6128 6199 6247 6428 6671 6701
6909 7030 7196 7294 7350 7555 7557 7834 7993 8025
8034 8037 8040 8209 8347 8504 8553 8597 8626 8782
8877 9426 9470 9538 9718 9824 9848 9913 9931 9948
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

M -I-S  (A -
), A  9 (AFP): Taliban 

and Islamic State ighters un-
leashed a killing spree target-
ing civilians after capturing 
a remote village in northern 
Afghanistan, traumatised 
families said today after being 
released by the insurgents.

The militants killed about 
50 villagers, including women 
and children in Mirzawalang 
-- a mainly Shiite village in 
Sayad district of northern 
Sar-e Pul province -- on Satur-
day after overrunning a gov-
ernment-backed militia, said 
of icials.

The insurgents also took a 
number of residents captive, 
but released 235 hostages 
late yesterday after elders 
and provincial of icials struck 
a deal with the group.

Survivors leeing the vi-
olence described nightmar-
ish scenes, detailing how the 

militants went from house to 
house, shooting villagers.

“When the ighting began, 
the villagers tried to lee, but 
they were stopped by IS ight-
ers. They took a group of men, 
women and children behind a 

hill and shot them,” said Ali Dad 
Zafari, a Mirzawalang resident.

“Since my mother was too 
old to walk, she was left behind, 
I don’t even know what has 
happened to her,” he added.

Villager Yasin Abuzar said 

IS and Taliban ighters cut off 
the main roads to the area be-
fore launching a killing spree.

“I could only rescue my 
kids. When they entered our 
village they opened ire at ev-
eryone indiscriminately, they 

didn’t even spare women and 
children,” he said, adding that 
hundreds were still missing.

“I buried 10 bodies in one 
grave. We don’t want the gov-
ernment to give us cof ins, we 
want them to provide us secu-
rity,” he said.

Local of icials called for 
more aid as hundreds of dis-
placed arrived in the provin-
cial capital.

“The families who have 
come to Sar-e Pul city need 
shelters and food. They are 
living in the mosques, schools, 
with their relatives and some 
even on the streets,” Zabiullah 
Amani, a provincial spokes-
man, told AFP.

“If aid agencies don’t help 
we will face a humanitarian 
crisis,” he added.

The villagers said most of 
those killed were Shiites and 
Hazaras who were either shot 
or beheaded.

IS has given a sectarian 
twist to the Afghan con lict, 
with a number of deadly at-
tacks on Shiites in the past year.

Last week two suicide 
bombers killed more than 33 
worshippers at a mosque in 
Afghanistan’s western city of 
Herat, in an attack claimed 
by group. A resurgent Tali-
ban, whose ranks are mostly 
made up of Sunni Muslim eth-
nic Pashtuns, is at the peak of 
its summer ighting season.

The Taliban con irmed 
capturing Mirzawalang but 
said it did so alone. It has 
also denied allegations it had 
killed civilians.

Army spokesman Nasrat-
ullah Jamshidi said Afghan 
forces launched an operation 
today to retake the district.

“We will avenge the blood of 
our innocent people,” Moham-
mad Zahir Wahdat, the provin-
cial governor, told reporters. 

Afghan families recount horrifying Taliban, IS massacre

North Korea says it is “carefully examining” a plan to strike the US territory of Guam with missiles. The 
threat came hours after President Donald Trump told Pyongyang that any threat to the US would be 

met with “ ire and fury”. A spokesman for the Korean People’s Army said the strike plan would be “put 
into practice in a multi-current and consecutive way any moment” once Kim Jong Un makes a decision. 
He added that “enveloping ire” would be used to contain major US military bases on the island territory 
in the western Paci ic Ocean - including the Anderson Air Force Base. KCNA, Pyongyang’s state-run news 
agency, also carried a statement from a different military of icial which said North Korea may carry out a 
pre-emptive operation if the US shows signs of provocation.

SAJJAD HUSSAIN 
I , A  9 (PTI): Pakistan’s 
ousted premier Nawaz Sharif today 
embarked on a journey to Lahore from 
Islamabad via the famous Grand Trunk 
Road to show his popularity among 
the people despite security concerns 
following a bomb blast in the Punjab 
province’s capital.

He held a meeting with Prime Min-
ister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, cabinet 
ministers and senior party leaders be-
fore starting the 370-km-long journey.

Sharif was accompanied by hun-
dreds of his supporters.

The former prime minister has not 
visited his hometown and his strong-
hold, Lahore, since he was disquali ied 
by the Supreme Court last week over 
the Panama Papers scandal.

His party has estimated that thou-
sands of supporters would line up on 
the road side to greet him. Earlier, 
fear griped Sharif ’s party workers af-

ter the truck bombing killed at least 
two persons and injured 30 others on 
Monday.

Sources in the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) party said that 
some of the senior party leaders were 
concerned about the security of Sharif.

He has also planned to deliver 

speeches at im-
portant plac-
es where even 
bigger crowds 
of supporters 
are expected to 
turn up.

“The secu-
rity is an issue, 
though elabo-
rate measures 
are being tak-
en to make the 
journey free 
of any risk,” a 
PML-N leader 
said.

Sharif, however, has brushed aside 
all concerns and told his colleagues that 
it was vital to touch his supporters to 
inform them about his ouster, accord-
ing to sources.

He would also address a rally in La-
hore after reaching the city. The timing 

and venue of gathering has not been an-
nounced, as it is not known how long he 
would take to reach to Lahore.

Normally, it takes up to ive hours 
from Islamabad to Lahore while driving 
on the Grand Trunk Road but Sharif’s 
convoy may take around two days, ac-
cording to organisers.

Sharif’s travel plan has already up-
set his rival Imran Khan who in a press 
conference has alleged that Sharif was 
disgracing the court by challenging its 
decision.

“It is strange that a man who has 
been disquali ied is planning to travel 
on the road and tell people that he is in-
nocent,” said the cricketer-turned-poli-
tician who is the chief of Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf party.

Meanwhile, Canada-based cleric of 
Pakistani-origin Tahir-ul-Qadri, who 
has returned to Lahore, criticised Shar-
if ’s roadshow and demanded that he 
should change it.

Sharif kicks off roadshow to Lahore in show of strength

B , A  9 (PTI): A 
powerful 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake has jolted a 
popular tourist destina-
tion in China’s southwest 
Sichuan province, killing 
13 people and injuring 
175 others, of icials said 
today.

Authorities fear that 
the toll may rise. The mas-
sive earthquake struck 
at 9:19 PM (local time) 
yesterday and the epicentre was mon-
itored at a depth of 20 km, state-run 
Xinhua new agency reported.

Jiuzhaigou, or Jiuzhai Valley, is a 
national park known for spectacular 
waterfalls and karst formations. More 
than 34,000 people visited the tourist 
attraction yesterday.

So far 13 people were killed and 
175 others injured in the Sichuan 
quake, the provincial government said. 
The injured included a French man and 
a Canadian woman.

Maxence Vallon, 18, was wounded 
in both legs; while the Canadian wom-

an, who declined to be named, suffered 
slight injury in the head, the report said. 
Both were being treated at a hospital of 
Jiuzhaigou county. The exact number of 
casualties of foreign nationals in the di-
saster was not immediately known.

“We were lying on an open ground 
to seek shelter when a big stone fell and 
hit my brother right in the leg,” said Ro-
main Vallon, who studies in Beijing.

The brothers were staying in a hotel 
with their mother in Jiuzhaigou when 
the quake struck.Five among the dead 
were visitors to the Jiuzhaigou national 
park, China Earthquake Networks Cen-
tre (CENC) said.

China earthquake: Death toll rises to 13

N Korea’s 
threats to US 
will be met 
with ‘ ire 
and fury’, 
says Trump
W , A  9 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump has vowed to an-
swer any more threats by 
North Korea with “ ire and 
fury”, remarks that followed 
Pyongyang saying that it 
is considering strikes near 
US strategic military instal-
lations in Guam island with 
its intermediate range bal-
listic missiles.

“North Korea best not 
make any more threats to 
the United States. They will 
be met with ire and fury 
like the world has never 
seen. He (Kim Jong-Un) has 
been very threatening, be-
yond a normal statement,” 
Trump told reporters at his 
vacation home in New Jer-
sey yesterday. He was re-
sponding to questions on 
the North Korea’s nuclear 
capabilities.

“As said, they will be 
met with ire, fury, and, 
frankly, power the likes of 
which this world has nev-
er seen before,” he said.

The remarks came 
amidst reports that the 
nuclear-armed country is 
coming close to obtaining 
an atomic weapon that can 
strike the US. Media re-
ports said North Korea has 
successfully miniaturised a 
nuclear warhead that can 
it inside its missiles.

The of icial Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA) today said Pyong-
yang is “now carefully 
examining the operation-
al plan for making an en-
veloping ire at the areas 
around Guam with medi-
um-to-long-range strategic 
ballistic rocket Hwasong-1.

P , A  9 (AFP): A 
car slammed into sol-
diers on patrol outside 
Paris today, injuring six 
people, two of them seri-
ously, police said.

The vehicle took off 
after the incident, which 
took place at about 8:00 
AM (1130 IST) in the 
northwestern suburb of 
Levallois-Perret.

Police described the 
incident as an “apparent-
ly deliberate act”.

France has been un-
der a state of emergency 
since November 2015 
and has seen a string of 
attacks on security forces 
who have been regularly 
targeted, particularly 
those guarding key tour-
ist sites.

An 18-year-old with a 

history of psychological 
problems was arrested 
on Saturday at the Eiffel 
Tower after brandishing 
a knife.

He told investigators 
he wanted to kill a sol-
dier, sources close to the 
case told AFP.

In February, a man 
armed with a machete 
attacked four soldiers on 
patrol at Paris’s Louvre 
Museum, while in April 
another extremist shot 
and killed a policeman 
on the Champs Elysees.

In June, a 40-year-old 
Algeria doctorate stu-
dent who had pledged 
allegiance to the Islamic 
State group attacked a 
policeman with a ham-
mer outside Notre Dame 
cathedral.

Car rams into soldiers outside
Paris, six injured: police
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

ARIES: Much of your focus today 
will be on personal possessions and 
material goods in general, Aries. 
Think about what you can do to im-
prove your home. Make your phys-
ical surroundings comfortable and 
inviting. Spend time alone in your 
sanctuary where you can center 
and concentrate on the big picture. 
Physical comfort and beauty will 
translate into emotional security.  
TAURUS: Dependability and sta-
bility are key aspects of today, Tau-
rus. Take action that will prove to 
others that these parts of your na-
ture are fully functional. Other peo-
ple may be stubborn and not easily 
moved. You will have to fi ght to get 
your viewpoint across. You may 

need to get out the bulldozer. Main-
tain tenderness in all your relations 
with others.  
GEMINI: Be gentle and reserved 
in your approach, Gemini. There’s 
a great deal of tenderness in the air 
that you should tune into and enjoy. 
Do things to improve your home. 
Make amends with the people you 
live with and clear the air so that 
relations will be calm in the future. 
You have a great deal of yourself 
invested in making your home a 
sanctuary, so respect and nourish it.      
CANCER: This is a great day to go 
to thrift stores, Cancer. Your eye for 
beauty is keen and your radar for 
good deals is sharp. Lady Luck is 
with you and you may score some 

terrifi c buys. Concentrate on beauti-
ful objects for your home that adorn 
your life. One person’s trash is an-
other’s treasure. See how creative 
you can be with making old items 
into treasures.    
LEO: Things that have been 
building for a long time suddenly 
come to a head today, Leo. Strong, 
slow-moving trends rear their ugly 
heads. There’s a great deal of oppo-
sition now making itself known in 
your life. Try not to lose yourself in 
the situation. See this as an oppor-
tunity to gain perspective and bring 
balance to the roller coaster that is 
your emotional life.  
VIRGO: It may be diffi  cult to get 
moving today, Virgo. You may want 

to just stay in bed. Don’t feel guilty 
about it. Take an afternoon nap and 
enjoy the tender company of a part-
ner. Stick close to home and enjoy 
good music and a fi ne meal with 
someone you love. Don’t rock the 
boat. Simply relax and enjoy the 
pleasures life has to off er.      
LIBRA: Check your stocks today, 
Libra. Read the latest investment 
news and assess your fi nances. Fig-
ure out the best place to put your 
hard-earned money. Do some seri-
ous long-term planning to make sure 
your home and family are secure. 
Take a reserved, stable approach in 
all your dealings with others, and 
spend a comfortable evening at 
home with someone you love.

SCORPIO: There may be some-
thing or someone trying to slow you 
down today, Scorpio. Maybe this 
is a sign that it’s what you need to 
do. Don’t fi ght the urge to sit on the 
couch and do nothing. Take this day 
to soak in a hot bath and recharge 
your spirit. Your personal posses-
sions and security are of great im-
portance now. Indulge in the good 
things that life has to off er.       
SAGITTARIUS: Put some roots 
down today, Sagittarius. Concen-
trate on a creative project that 
you’ve had in your head for a while. 
It’s time to follow through. Ideas are 
great, but implementation is the key 
to making them work. Consolidate 
your resources and take the time to 

make a plan. The more patient you 
are in plotting your actions today, 
the more successful you will be in 
seeing them through to completion.  
CAPRICORN: If you plan on ar-
guing for a cause today, make sure 
you have solid facts to back up your 
statements, Capricorn. People ar-
en’t likely to fall for things too easi-
ly. It will take a great deal to change 
someone’s mind about something. 
It’s a great day for you to take a 
walk through the woods. Get back 
to the Earth. Try to bring some 
greenery into your living space.  
AQUARIUS: Today is a very ex-
pansive day for you, Aquarius. 
Long-term projects are coming 
into focus. There’s a huge windfall 

coming your way. Your ego should 
experience an extra boost and your 
relationships should go extremely 
well. This would be a great time to 
attend to your fi nancial investments 
and think about putting money 
into real estate or remodeling your 
home.  
PISCES: Connect with people on 
a deep level, Pisces. Much of your 
focus is on emotional security. 
Make sure your home is a sanctuary 
where you feel comfortable being 
exactly who you are. Demonstrate 
patience and understanding through 
your words and actions. The more 
solid and steady you are, the more 
you will do and the more you will 
connect with the people around you.
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10TH AUGUST
WORLD HISTORY
1539: King Francis of France 
declared that all of icial doc-
uments were to be written in 
French, not Latin.
1582: Russia ended its 25-year 
war with Poland. Russia and 
Poland concluded the Peace of 
Jam-Zapolski. 
1779: Louis XVI of France freed 
the last remaining serfs on roy-
al land.
1792: Some 10,000 Parisians 
attacked the Tuileries Palace 
of Louis XVI at the instigation 
of Georges Jacques Danto, after 
Louis ordered his Swiss guard 
to stop iring on the people. 
The mob massacred some 600 
guardsmen. The king was later 
arrested, put on trial for trea-
son, and executed the following 
January.
1897: Felix Hoffmann, a Ger-
man worker for Bayer, redis-
covered aspirin (acetyl salicy-
clic acid), the active ingredient 

of the willow plants. 
1945: Japan announced its 
willingness to surrender to Al-
lies provided that the status 
of Emperor Hirohito remains 
unchanged. Yosuke Yamahata 
photographed the aftermath of 
the bombing of Nagasaki. He 
was dispatched by the Japanese 
military, but did not turn over 
the pictures to the military au-
thorities.

INDIAN HISTORY
1860: Famous Indian Musi-
cologist Vishnu Narayan Bhat-
khande, who wrote the irst 
modern treatise on Hindustani 
classical music was born in 
Walkeshwar, Mumbai, Maha-
rashtra.
1963: Phoolan Devi, one of In-
dia’s most notorious bandits 
was born in Ghura ka Purwa in 
Uttar Pradesh.

newsworthy!!!

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

FUEL UP: Nick Jonas kept hydrated with water and a 
smoothie while leaving the gym after a workout in Los 
Angeles recently.

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

Taylor Swift’s trial against 
David Mueller is under 

way. The singer, 27, appeared 
in a Denver federal court-
house on Tuesday, August 
8, where a inal jury was se-
lected for the case and both 
sides later gave their open-
ing remarks. Swift’s lawyer, 
J. Douglas Baldridge, gave 
an impassioned opening 
statement referencing the 
alleged incident, in which 
Swift claims the former radio 
DJ groped her backstage in 
2013. “Today Ms. Swift is tak-
ing a stand for all women. To-
day a wom-
an has re-
ported being 
sexually as-
saulted and 
now she is 
being sued 
for a case of workplace sex-
ual assault. She has been in 
tens of thousands of meet-
and-greets, including go-
ing out in the crowds, and 
she never had this happen,” 
Baldridge said.

“If a person cannot stand 
up and serve as an example 
to other young women that 
have been sexually assault-

ed, then who 
can?””This was 
an assault and 
Ms. Swift report-

ed that it happened. There 
is overwhelming photo-
graphic evidence showing 
what happened,” Baldridge 
continued as he held up a 
photo from the meet-and-
greet in question. 

“The accused has an ali-
bi, but he only came up with 
it two years later. He wants 
to make the victim pay the 

price, he is seeking 
15 times what his 
contract with the ra-
dio station was worth 
in damages, and Ms. 
Swift is seeking $1 to 
show women you can 
say no.”

As previously 
reported, Mueller 
worked at country 
music station 98.5 
KYGO when he was 
assigned to attend 
the Grammy winner’s 
concert at Denver’s 
Pepsi Center in June 
2013. After posing 
for a meet-and-greet 
photo with Swift and 

his girlfriend, Mueller was 
confronted by the singer’s 
bodyguard, who claimed he 
had reached under her dress 
and grabbed her butt. The DJ 
was subsequently ired and 
iled a lawsuit against Swift, 

seeking up to $3 million in 
damages.

Mueller’s lawyer, Gabriel 
McFarland, defended his cli-
ent and denied Swift’s alle-
gations. “He is here to clear 
his name and he unequivo-
cally denies he touched her 
inappropriately in any way,” 
he said in the court room the 
same day. “There was no in-
appropriate contact that is 
Mr. Mueller’s position.”

TAYLOR SWIFT IS ‘TAKING A STAND FOR ALL WOMEN’
IN GROPING TRIAL, LAWYER SAYS

A second batch of stolen HBO data is re-
leased online, with hackers demanding a 

multi-million dollar ransom to stop the leaks
Hackers have released a second batch 

of stolen HBO data online, including what 
appear to be draft scripts for ive Game Of 
Thrones episodes, as well as company emails.

The hackers identi ied themselves as 
collective pseudonym “Mr Smith”, sending 
HBO CEO Richard Plepler a video on Monday 
threatening further disclosures.

“We successfully breached into your huge 
network,” the video said, according to the Hol-
lywood Reporter, which together with other 
online magazines received the con idential 
information in an email from the hackers.

“HBO was one of our dif icult targets to 
deal with but we succeeded (it took about 6 
months).”

The hackers instructed Mr Plepler to pay 
a ransom of “our six-month salary in bit-
coin”, claiming they earned $12m to $15m 
(£9m-£11m) from blackmailing other organi-
zations, to prevent further releases.

The video followed a ile dump which 

included the script to an upcoming Game 
Of Thrones episode and a month’s worth 
of emails from an HBO programming exec-
utive.T his is the second major HBO leak by 
the same hackers. Last month, 1.5 terabytes 
of data including scripts from GOT, episodes 
from popular TV shows Ballers and new com-
edy Room 104, were stolen and released.

HBO issued a statement to the Hollywood 
Reporter, saying: “HBO believed that further 
leaks might emerge from this cyber incident 
when we con irmed it last week. As we said, 
the forensic review is ongoing.

“While it has been reported that a number 
of emails have been made public, the review 
to date has not given us a reason to believe 
that our email system as a whole has been 
compromised.”

Although this may constitute HBO’s big-
gest leak to date, it falls short of the cyber at-
tack in licted on Sony in 2014, when hackers 
released thousands of personal emails and 
information including salaries and social se-
curity numbers belonging to nearly 50,000 
past and present employees.

hackers havoc

HACKERS LEAK MORE
GAME OF THRONES SCRIPTS AND DEMAND 

MILLIONS FROM HBO TO STOP LEAK

Meet Cable, the “grumpy, 
heavily armed” new vil-

lain of Deadpool 2, played by 
Josh Brolin. The irst look at 
the Marvel comic book char-
acter was 
released by 
Brolin and 
p r o d u c e r / actor Ryan 
Reynolds on Monday.

“We all have that one, 
grumpy, heavily armed Uncle 
from the future,” Reynolds 
wrote.

“Deadpool 2: Your premi-
um Cable provider.”

Cable, like Deadpool, is a 
character originally from the 
X-Men Universe, which has 
made several appearances in 
other comics. His real name 
is Nathan Summers, the son 
of X-Men member Scott Sum-
mers - AKA Cyclops - and 
Madelyne Pryor.

He irst appeared as an 
infant in the 1986 Uncanny 
X-Men series and was later 
introduced as a time-travel-
ling villain in The New Mu-
tants.When it was irst an-
nounced the character would 
be introduced by Reynolds, 
actors Russell Crowe, David 
Harbour and Brad Pitt were 
tipped for the role.

In April, Brolin was inally 
con irmed as the irst Cable 
to hit the big screen, writ-
ing on Twitter: “When you 
have a man-crush on Ryan 

Reynolds, what do you do? 
CRUSH IT!!!!!”Brolin, who is 
also playing Thanos in the 
upcoming Avengers ilm, was 

criticised for 
playing two 
Marvel vil-

lains at the same time.
Brolin will join up with 

Atlanta star Zazie Beets as 
villain Domino, irst intro-
duced by Reynolds in July. 
Deadpool 2 arrives in cine-
mas 1 June 2018.

DEADPOOL 2: JOSH 
BROLIN INTRODUCED AS

NEW VILLAIN CABLE


