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12
nomination
filed in West
Sikkim

GYALSHING, 05 OcTt
(IPR): District Election
Officer [West] conduct-
ed a meeting with all
the Sector Magistrates
appointed in the West
Sikkim for smooth con-
duction of the upcoming
Panchayat Elections.

The DEO briefed all
the Sector Magistrates on
the Model Code of Con-
duct, provisions and the
need for maintenance of
law and order in their
respective sectors. Cop-
ies of important instruc-
tions were handed over
to the Sector Magistrates
and they were directed
to submit the daily law
and order report to the
office of the DEO.

During the third day
of the ongoing nomina-
tion filing process, eight
nominations were filed
by the candidates for
Bongten Sapong Gram
Panchayat Unit, Srinagi
Panchayat Ward (In-
dependent Candidate);
Chumbong GPU, Budang
Ward (SDF Candidate);
Gyalshing Omchung GPU,
Middle Gyalshing Ward
(SDF Candidate); Gyalsh-
ing-Omchung, Malbasay
Ward (SDF Candidate);
Darap-Nambu GPU, Sid-
dhibung Ward (Inde-
pendent Candidate) and
Lingchom-Tikjya  GPU,
Upper Tikjya Ward (In-
dependent Candidate).

Additionally, four
more nominations were
filed for the Chota Sam-
dong, Aru Botey and
Gyalshing-Omchung Ter-
ritorial ~ Constituencies
for Zilla Panchayat to the
Returning Officer (RO).

28
nominations
filed in South

NamcHI, 05 Oct (IPR):
Twenty-eight nomina-
tions were filed today by
the candidates in South
District for the upcom-
ing Panchayat Elections.
Two nominations were
filed for Zilla Panchyat
level and 26 for Ward
level.

28 dengue cases reported in ]orethang

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 05 OCT:

M ore than 28
positive

dengue
cases have been
reported from Jorethang
and its surrounding
areas including the
neighboring Singla
Bazaar of West Bengal,
a press release issued
by the Sub Divisional
Magistrate (Jorethang)
informs.

The release further
informs that with the ac-
tive involvement of the
doctors, nurses and Med-
ical Officer (in-charge)
at Jorethang Community
Health Center, the pa-
tients are being treated
with utmost care and pa-
tience and the situation is
presently ‘under control.

However,  patients
with high fever are
reportedly being rushed
to the hospital out of
fear of dengue, informs
the release.

The SDM, through the
release, has assured that
the concerned stake-
holders are taking imme-
diate action to eradicate
the vector borne disease

by organizing awareness
camps and fogging of
mosquito dwelling plac-
es with mosquito repel-
lant gases.
“The

officials are

monitoring the current
situation by keeping the
sanitation and cleanli-
ness of the area in check.
Routine inspection of
the area is also being

conducted regularly,” in-
forms the release.

Critical patients are
reportedly being re-
ferred to Namchi District
Hospital.

Sikkim Hlmalayan starts strong, thrashes ARC 6-1

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 05 OCT:

ikkim Himalayan

Sporting Club
thrashed Assam  Ri-
fles Regimental Centre,
Shillong in the opening
match of the 37th All In-
dia Governor’s Gold Cup
International ~ Football
Tournament 2017 here
at Paljor Stadium this
evening. The home team
won an easy 6-1 victory
in its first match. Ghana-
ian players, Brighty and
Eugene contributed a
brace each in the home
team victory.

The tournament
was inaugurated by the
Governor, Shriniwas Pa-

til, who was present as
the chief guest. He was

accompanied by Min-
ister, GM Gurung and

Additional Secretary to
Government of India,

Madhukar Gupta were
present as the guests of
honour.

The home team came
out on the field with huge
crowd support and kept
constant pressure on
the opponents with an
attacking game. Brighty
scored the lead for Sik-
kim Himalayan SC in the
23rd minute and soon
his teammate Eugene ex-
tended the lead to 2-0 in
the 27th minute. Brighty
completed his brace in
the 38th minute and the
home team finished the
first half with 3-0 lead.

The home team dom-
inated the second half as

turn to pg02

WB BJP chief heckled
in Darj, cancels meeting
of BJP workers

DARJEELING (WB), OcT
5 (PTI): West Bengal BJP
chief Dilip Ghosh was
heckled today by a group
of people which asked
saffron leaders visiting
Darjeeling to leave imme-
diately, leading to chaos at
the venue of a party meet-
ing and its cancellation.

A scuffle erupted be-
tween BJP supporters
and the agitators when
Ghosh, heading a party
delegation, arrived at the
venue where the meeting
with the party workers
was scheduled.

As soon as he arrived,
the agitators shouted
slogans demanding that
the BJP delegates leave
the hills and showed
them black flags. The BJP
supporters were far out-
numbered by the agita-
tors, who beat them up.

The BJP state chief
tried to pacify the agita-
tors but failed. He was
then heckled following
which he cancelled the

meeting and lodged a
complaint at a nearby
police station.

“There was sculffle be-
tween two groups and a
few people were injured.
A case has been regis-
tered and we have start-
ed the investigation. The
culprits will be arrested
soon,” Darjeeling super-
intendent of police Akh-
ilesh Chaturvedi said.

An angry Ghosh al-
leged that the attack on
him and the BJP dele-
gates was “pre-planned”
and that he was not pro-
vided any security de-
spite being an MLA.

“It was pre-planned at-
tack. And I think this plan-
ning has its roots in Kol-
kata. The administration
and police were just mute
spectators as our support-
ers were beaten up and
I was heckled. I was not
given any security cover. |
have lodged a police com-
plaint about the incident,”

turn to pg05

16 nominations
filed in East

GANGTOK, 05 OcT (IPR):
Three nominations were
received from 06-Aritar
Territorial Constituency
and total 13 nominations
were received for various
GPUs of East District till 3
p.m. today.

The Election Ob-
server for East District,
Rinzing Chewang Bhutia,
Special Secretary, Land
Revenue & Disaster Man-
agement Department
was present at the Dis-
trict Administrative Cen-
tre, Sichey to observe the
nomination process.

A meeting with all the
Sector Magistrates of the
District was also chaired
by the District Collector
cum Returning Officer,
East.

The DC gave a de-
tailed address to all the
Sector Magistrates re-
garding the roles and re-
sponsibilities during the
election. He emphasized
that the Sector Magis-
trates should work in
close coordination with
the Sector Police Officer
to ensure a free and fair
election.

Big Brother
Chhetri

to U-17s:
Forgive us for

being jealous!

NEw DELHI, OcT 5 (PTI):
In one of the most en-
dearing messages for the
India U-17 squad, senior
team skipper Sunil Chhe-
tri today sought “forgive-
ness for being jealous” of
the likes of Amarjit Singh
and Co, who are set to

turn to pg06

Discovering Pushen with Dawa

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 05 OCT:

Introducing his latest effort,
a 45-minute documenta-

ry titled,

“Finding Pushen”,
film-maker Dawa Lepcha of
“Dhokbu” fame, issued a chal-
lenge to the audience. He bet
that nobody in the audience
would have ever eaten a Push-
en “bread”, and, in all proba-
bility, never even heard of it.
At one level, it was a brave
challenge to make, given that
the audience comprised pri-
marily of Lepcha folk, but at
another level, it was safe bet
since even the Lepcha reserve
of Dzongu now has no more
than 15 people left who can

i dawa lepeha film

the film, is also the best time of
the year to “harvest” this bread.

Karzang and his merry
group of friends who help
us discover Pushen through
the film radiate an infectious
charm which has you wishing
that Dawa has enough out-
takes to put together another
documentary of them sharing
stories by the campfire.

The
takes audiences through an
engaging journey of marching
through swarms of leeches
and chance encounters as the
crew find the fern, collect it,
bring it back, ferment it and
then celebrate with a treat of
Pushen Khu of various shapes,

documentary  film

prepare this treat any more.
Dawa was speaking at the
premiere of the documentary
film hosted by the Anthro-
pology Department of Sik-
kim University here at Barad
Sadan today. The Department
organized the screening as
part of its Ethnographic Film
Series initiative and the hall
was packed despite the still
prevailing holiday mood at
most establishments.
“Finding Pushen”, is a de-

parture from Dawa’s previous
efforts which, save the feature
film Dhokbu, have been more
“academic” in their treatment
whereas this one, even as it is
detailed and packed with in-
formation and insights, plays
out almost like a travelogue.
The format sits well with
the plot which is a journey of

discovery and documentation.

Pushen is a giant fern
which grows in the wilds of
Sikkim in the 4,000-5,000 feet
above sea level band in ex-
tremely wet and humid slopes.

Dawa shared that he had
heard stories of how the Lep-
chas used to seek out this fern
and prepare dough from the

pulp of its trunk to prepare
Pushen Khu (bread). He had
himself, however, never seen
this dish being prepared or
eaten it himself.

His interest in all things Lep-
cha is well established from his
impressive body of work and
finding the Pushen was a proj-
ect that had been working on

for a while but had not followed
through. This June, things fell
into place and he found himself
trekking to Mangzing village in
Dzongu with his crew to find
Karzang, the septuagenarian
there who he had learned knew
where to find Pushen and how
to prepare Pushen Khu.

June, one learns through

www.summittimes.com | news@summittimes.com | advertise@summittimes.com | letters@summittimes.com | [EiSummit TIMES Daily

sizes and combinations.

As much as the film suc-
ceeds in documenting the
process is lucid detalil, it also
benefits from Dawa’s abili-
ty to capture poignant and
endearing moments which
only a film-maker of his confi-
dence and access can capture.
So viewers are regaled by the
elders who lay down the rules
of conversation, yes, language
through the process of find-

turn to pg03
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Sikkim
United Front
to support
Independents
in Panchayat
polls

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 05 OCT:
ikkim United Front

[SUF] party has an-
nounced its participation
in the upcoming Pancha-
yat Election 2017 in the
State by way of support
to independent candi-
dates. The party will not
field candidates in the
election but will extend
full legal and other re-
quired support to inter-
ested independent can-
didates in the election.

Addressing a press
conference here today,
SUF member, Tirtha
Sharma, encouraged
young educated youths
of the State to contest for
the upcoming Panchayat
election to strengthen
the Panchayati Raj in the
State. On the same, he
announced that SUF will
extend full support to the
interested candidates for
the election.

He also alleged that
the seat delimitation for
this Panchayat election
was done without con-
ducting a proper survey
and is totally undemo-
cratic.

Another SUF mem-
ber, Ramesh Khanal,
spoke about various is-
sues and accused the
present government of
failing to establish prop-
er democracy and to
maintain communal har-
mony in the State.

Dr Bhandari
transferred as
Secretary IT

Department

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 05 OCT:

As per a transfer
order issued by

the state government

today, Director General-

cum-Secretary of

Health Care, Human
Services &  Family
Welfare Department,

Dr Kumar Bhandari, has
been transferred and
posted as Secretary of
Information Technology
Department.

Dr Bhandari will,
however, continue to
look after the Cardiology
section of STNM Hospi-
tal, Gangtok.

SSB Gangtok conducts workshop on road safety

GANGTOK, 05 OcT [PIB]: Three-
day workshop on road safety
conducted by Sashastra Seema
in collaboration
with Sikkim Traffic Police com-
menced today at SSB Headquar-
ters in Gangtok. Five officers and
35 personnel of the force partic-

Bal-Gangtok

ipated in the workshop.
Staff Officer

safely.
Assistant

Traffic

[Administra-
tion]-SSB, Sushanta Mallik, in
his address welcomed the rep-
resentative of Sikkim Police and
said that the workshop will help
the personnel of SSB to drive

Publicity  Offi-
cer-SSB, GD Saklani, explained
the aims and objectives of the
workshop and spoke in detail
about the subjects to be dis-
cussed during the workshop.

Inspector-Sikkim
Traffic Police, Bimal Gurung,
apprised the attendees about
Traffic rules and the dos & donts
of driving. While conducting

the workshop, he specifical-
ly addressed the drivers and
said that they should have self
respect which will make them
more responsible while driving.

He further informed about var-
ious Motor Vehicle Acts & rules
during the workshop.

The workshop will continue
for three days and cover sub-

). 5. '
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jects like traffic signs, rules &
regulations, hasty driving, self
awareness, safety equipments
during driving, responsible road
behavior and case studies.

SEC publishes Supplementary Electoral Rolls

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 05 OCT:

tate Election Commis-

sion has published a
Supplementary list with
regard to the upcoming
Panchayat Election. A
press release issued today
by Secretary of SEC-Sik-
kim informs that after
due segregation, the final
publication of Panchayat
Electoral Rolls in respect
to the Gram Panchayat
Units was completed on
12 Aug and the Electoral
Rolls had been printed

GPU wise and were made
available for sale to the
contesting candidates
and interested parties.
However, in the in-
terim period between
the final publication of
the Electoral Roll and
the issue of notification
of General Election to
Gram Panchayats and
Zilla Panchayats, several
requests with respect to
additions, deletions and
transfer of electors from
one Gram Panchayat
Ward to another were

received from different
wards of 14 Premlakha
Subaneydara GPU, 28
Rongli Chengeylakha
GPU, 19 Latuk Barapa-
thing GPU, 32 Rongay
Tathangchen GPU, 31
Nandok Saramsa GPU,
45 Dung Dung Thasa
GPU, 12 Dalapchen GPU,
10 Aritar GPU of East
District and 06 Navey
Shotak of North District,
11 Darap Nambu GPU,15
Yangthang GPU,41
Chakung GPU, 61 Rib-
di Bareng under West

District and 03 Pathing
ward under 06 Yangang
Rangang, 04Yangang
[Yangang Gumpa], 04
Maniram wad under 28
Maniram Phalidara GPU
under South District.
Accordingly, all such
cases were considered
and the cases of genuine
electors whose names
have been inadvertently
omitted or erroneous-
ly included in different
Gram Panchayat Wards
have been considered
and Supplementary lists

have been published.

Since the entries
made in the Supplemen-
tary Lists may be differ-
ent from the final Elec-
toral Roll of the afore-
mentioned GPUs which
were made available
to the contesting can-
didates and interested
parties, the Supplemen-
tary lists can be obtained
from the Returning Of-
ficer’s office free of cost
to avoid any confusion
during the Election, the
release informs.

DEO North
conducts meeting with
political parties and
Sector Magistrates

MANGAN, 05 Oct (IPR):
District Election Officer
[DEO], North conducted
ameeting with all the po-
litical parties and Sector
Magistrates appointed in
North Sikkim for smooth
conduct of the upcoming
Panchayat Elections. The
meeting was attended by
APRO, all Sector Magis-
trates and Sector Police
Officers of the District
and representative of the
Sikkim Democratic Front
(SDF) and Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha (SKM).

The DEO briefed all
the Sector Magistrates on
the Model Code of Con-
duct, provisions and the
need for maintenance of
law and order in their re-
spective sectors. Copies
of important instructions
were handed over to the
Sector Magistrates and
they were directed to
submit the daily law and
order report to the office
of the DEO.

The District Collec-
tor briefed on the vari-
ous documents required
while filing the nomina-
tion and informed that
the scrutiny of the nomi-
nation forms will be done
on 11 Oct in his office. He

also informed that candi-
dates could file up to four
nominations forms.

As the Model Code of
conduct is in force from
03 Oct, the District Col-
lector appealed to the
parties to follow the code
and directed the sector
magistrate and police
officer to strictly enforce
it. The permissions and
place for posters/banner
and hoarding will be giv-
en by the Sector Magis-
trate who will identify a
suitable place. In case of
public meetings, the ven-
ues would be decided by
the Sector Magistrates.

The District Collec-
tor informed that clari-
fications and complaints
could directly be made to
him or to the sector mag-
istrates whose numbers
will be made available
to all the candidates con-
testing the election.

In the end, the Dis-
trict Collector informed
that the conduct of free
and fair elections devoid
of any violence was the
utmost priority of the
Administration and re-
quested everyone to co-
operate with the admin-
istration in this regard.

HAVE A
STORY TO

SHARE?

email
news @
summittimes.com

sonnel. -Yogen Thatal

SINGTAM, 05 OcT: Bihari Jagran Manch Singtam branch, Marwari commu-
nity and all business community and locals today provided bulb for a street
light at Singtam bazaar which was installed by the Power department per-

Public servant’s freedom
of speech issue sent to
constitution bench

NEw DELHI, OcT 5 (PTI):
The Supreme Court today
referred to a five-judge
constitution bench sever-
al issues such as wheth-
er a public functionary
or a minister can claim
freedom of speech while
expressing views in sen-
sitive matters which are
under investigation.

A bench headed by
Chief Justice Dipak Mis-
ra considered the ques-
tions framed on the issue
by senior advocates Fali
S Nariman and Harish
Salve and said, “we are
sending it to a constitu-
tion bench”.

The top court had tak-
en note of a controversial
statement of ex-Uttar
Pradesh Minister Azam
Khan that the Buland-
shahr gangrape was part
of a “political conspira-
cy”. Khan had tendered
an unconditional apology
which was accepted.

The bench, which
also comprised Justices
A M Khanwilkar and D Y
Chandrachud, also said
that besides the issues
framed by the two law-

yers, the constitution
bench would also frame
questions to be dealt by
it.

The court was hear-
ing a plea filed by a man,
whose wife and daughter
were allegedly gangraped
in July last year on a high-
way near Bulandshahr,
seeking transfer of the
case to Delhi and lodging
of an FIR against former
Uttar Pradesh Minister
Azam Khan for his con-
troversial statement that
the gangrape case was a
“political conspiracy”.

Later, the bench and
the bar discussed for
some time the issue of the
social media being used
to make uncharitable or
aggressive comments or
to troll someone on any
issue, including judges
and judicial proceedings.

During the course
of this discussion, the
bench also disapproved
and expressed anguish
over a statement made
by a senior advocate and
former Supreme Court
Bar Association Presi-

turn to pg3

Sikkim Himalayan starts...

Contd from pg01

well. Eugene complet-
ed his brace in the early
47th minute of the sec-
ond half to take the lead
of the home team to 4-0.
Soon, Sudesh Subba ex-
tended the lead of Sikkim
Himalayan SC to 5-0 in
the 55th minute.

In return, ARC Shillong
players tried hard to come
back in the match but
could not cross the strong
defence line of the home
team. Maitshaphrang
Nengnong scored the
face-saver for ARC Shillong
only in the 83rd minute.

Another goal by the
substitute Sangay Bhutia
in the dying minutes of the
match sealed the 6-1 vic-
tory for Sikkim Himalayan
SC. Sikkim Himalayan SC
will now take on ONGC,
Mumbai in the first quar-
ter-final match on 09 Oct.

Twelve teams are par-
ticipating in this ten-day
long tournament which
is being organised by Sik-
kim Football Association.

The opening match
got disrupted on two
occasions due to power

supply failure. The Kkick-
off was delayed due to a
power cut and the lights
went out again in the
23rd minute.

The SFA president,
Menla Ethenpa apolo-
gized to all supporters and
football lovers who were
present in the stadium to
witness the match for the
disruption in the match
due to technical failures.

“We wanted to give
more entertainment and
different experience to
football lovers and peo-
ple of Sikkim with night
matches. But, after such
disruptions due to tech-
nical failures in a few
matches in the recent
Sikkim Premier Division
League and in the open-
ing match of the presti-
gious Governor’s Gold
Cup we have decided to
organise all matches in
day light,” he said.

Sikkim Premier Divi-
sion League 2017 cham-
pion, Royal United Sik-
kim Football Club will
take on Calcutta Customs
in the second pre quarter
final match on Friday.

~ SummitTIMES ~
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ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
CORRIGENDUM

Ref NIT No:- 70/GOS/R&B/MGM)/17-18/17

Due to ensuing Panchayat Election, the
tender for the work “Construction of two-
lane bridge over river Kanaka on Mangan
to Sakyong GPU, North Sikkim” has been
cancelled. The fresh NIT shall be floated
after Panchayat Elections.

CHIEF ENGINEER
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

R.O. No. 356/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 5.10.17

Dated: 15.09.2017
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Gangtok on
Friday,

06 Oct
Temp: 28°C /14°C
Forecast: Partly sun-
ny and not as warm
with shower in spots.
Sunrise: 05:30 AM
Sunset: 05:17 PM

Primula
Bhandari

protests
against
encroachment
of her landed

property
VISHNU NEOPANEY
GANGTOK, 05 OCT:
rimula Bhandari,
daughter of Late Nar
Bahadur Bhandari, sat
on a dharna today at MG
Marg to protest against
encroachment and illegal
construction of road on
her property located at
6th Mile Tadong. Accord-
ing to Ms Bhandari, the
District Collectorate had
already passed an order
regarding the matter last
year but it is yet to be im-
plemented. A few hours
into her dharna, the SDM
Gangtok, Hemant Rai met
her at MG Marg wherein
he assured to take appro-
priate action and request-
ed her to call off the dhar-
na. Ms Bhandari com-
plied stating that she will
wait for another month
for necessary action, fail-
ing which, she will again
launch a protest.

High Courtrejects bail application of rape accused

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 05 OcCT:

he High Court of

Sikkim has rejected
the bail application of
48-year-old Panna Lal
Agarwal of Jorethang ac-
cused of threatening and
raping a 16-year-old girl
on three different occa-
sions earlier this year.

While rejecting the
bail application, the
single bench of Justice
Bhaskar Raj Pradhan
observed that granting
bail to the accused at this
stage would not serve
fair trial.

Jorethang Police had
lodged an FIR against

the accused Panna Lal
Agarwal of Jorethang
on 29 July earlier this
year under  Section
363/354/506/34 of the
Indian Penal Code, 1860
[IPC] read with Section
8, 12 and 14 of the Pro-
tection of Children from
Sexual Offences  Act,
2012 [POCSO Act].

It was alleged that
the accused had raped
the victim three different
times within 15 days and
had threatened her with
dire consequences if she
told anybody about it.

While hearing the bail
application, counsel for
the accused argued that

the accused is a business-
man of repute and the
only earning member of
the family and is suffering
from accelerated hyper-
tension. However, the ar-
gument was vehemently
opposed by the State on
the ground that the alle-
gation in the FIR makes it
evident that the accused,
if released on bail, may
continue to threaten the
victim and tamper with
vital evidence.

The single bench re-
jecting the bail observed
that while considering
bail applications it is in-
cumbent upon the Court
to balance this liberty

of the accused with in-
terest of the society to
have a fair trial adding
that although there is no
cogent evidence brought
forth by the prosecution
to establish witness in-
timidation, post arrest of
the accused, the very fact
that the FIR alleges three
incidents of intimidation
by the accused on the
victim is perhaps enough
to have a “reasonable
apprehension” that the
accused may again seek
to do so to get away from
the clutches of the se-
rious and heinous case
where the punishment
prescribed is both strin-

gent and deterrent.

The Court further
said that “reasonable
apprehension, as right-
ly pointed out by the
Learned Public Prosecu-
tor, can be gauged in the
present case from the al-
legation made in the FIR
itself”

Special Judge, POC-
SO Act, 2012 at Namchi
had rejected the bail ap-
plications on three oc-
casions of which the last
rejection was on 15 Sept
last month. However, the
Special Judge had grant-
ed bail to the co-accused,
Anjana Sharma, on 08
Sept.

BEDING, OcT 5 (PTI):
China has issued a travel
advisory to its nationals
visiting India, the first
such warning after the
Dokalam standoff, warn-
ing them about denial of
visas to visit “restricted
areas” like the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.

The Chinese Embas-
sy in India issued the
advisory, the third in
four months, for Chinese
tourists in India.

The warning was
posted on the embassy’s

Discovering

Pushen...

Contd from pg01
ing, harvesting and pre-
paring Pushen Khu, has
to be in the legendary
(and mostly lost) Lepcha
style of speaking only
through indirect refer-
ences - code, if you will.
The entourage is told
that if they want salt, they
cannot ask for “salt” by its
name or it will make the
Pushen Khu too salty. And
the same applies for ev-
erything else from match-
sticks to machetes to even
excreta. This must have
led to many confusions
and laughs and one gets
some delightful peeks into
rustic humour through
the duration of the film.
The film is a light
watch, but that does not
take away anything from
its significance or content,
both of which benefit from
professional handling. It is
an important work and it
is evident that even peo-
ple in the villages through
which the team trekked to
find the giant fern realized
it. As a result, what starts
off as an “expedition” of
six, by the time it reaches
the grove of Pushen above
Breng-Katam becomes a
gaggle of around 20 peo-
ple, all keen to learn and
experience what Dawa
and his team have set
out to document. Those
present for the premiere
screening benefitted from
having Dawa among them
to share more stories
from the film. The rest will
have to wait till Dawa up-
loads the film on YouTube,
something he announced
to do within a day or two.

ey

Sangchen Pemayangtse Monastery
bags Swachh Bharat award

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 05 OcCT:

Sangchen Pemayangtse
astery, West Sikkim has been
awarded for its extraordinary ini-
tiatives on achieving a zero-waste
complex in the category of “Ze-
Institutions’
during the commemoration pro-
gramme of the 3rd anniversary
of Swachh Bharat Mission held at
Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on 02
Oct, a press release informs.

The Ministry of Housing &
Urban Affairs [MoHUA] had or-
ganized the event to observe the

ro-waste Religious

‘Swachhata Hi

Mon-
informed.

gious

Sewa’ activities
that lasted a fortnight with ef-
fect from 15 Sept to 02 Oct, it is

For the competition in the
category of ‘Zero-waste Reli-
Institutions’,
Development & Housing Depart-
ment, Government of Sikkim had
nominated the Sangchen Pe-
mayangtse Monastery, West Sik-
kim. With the intervention of the
State Sanitation Mission on Swa-
chh Bharat, the monastery took
up Zero Waste initiatives includ-
ing cleanliness drives, source

segregation of waste, ban on dis-
posables, ban on packaged offer-
ings, ban on packaged drinking

water, and use of eco-friendly

the Urban

alternatives.

It may be mentioned here,
Sangchen Pemayangtse Monastery
is the only religious institution of
the country to be awarded in this
category.

Representing the monastery,
Khempo Wangyal Dorji and Pema
Rinzing received the award from
Union Minister of State [I/C],
Housing & Urban Affairs, Hardeep
Singh Puri, the release adds.

Public
servant’s
freedom of

speech...

Contd from pg02

dent Dushyant Dave that
several judges were pro-
government.

The bench reacted by
saying “they should sit in
the Supreme Court to see
how the government is
hauled up.”

Earlier, the bench had
framed certain issues in-
cluding whether an indi-
vidual, holding public of-
fice, be allowed “to com-
ment on the crime stat-
ing that ‘it is an outcome
of political controversy’,
more so, when as an in-
dividual, he has nothing
to do with the offences in
question.”

“Should the ‘State’,
the protector of citizens
and responsible for law
and order situation, al-
low these comments,
as they have the effect
potentiality to create a
distrust in the mind of
the victim as regards fair
investigation,” said the
second question framed
by the bench earlier.

The bench had said it
would examine wheth-
er such statements fell
within “the ambit and
sweep of freedom of
speech and expression or
exceed the boundary that
is not permissible.”

website on Tuesday, and
detailed several situa-
tions the embassy han-
dled recently in which
Chinese tourists were
denied entry or investi-
gated while travelling in
India, state-run Global
Times reported today.

“Some Chinese cit-
izens visited Andaman
and Nicobar Islands,
which are restricted ar-
eas for foreigners, with-
out gaining permits from
India. Some tourists were
asked to return upon
arrival. Some were even
arrested or investigated,”
the statement read.

“(Visitors should) not
photograph India’s bor-
der and military facili-
ties and vehicles. While
travelling on India’s bor-
der neighbouring Nepal,
avoid visiting border
markets, and do not en-
ter the territory of other
countries by mistake,” it
added.

On July 7, weeks after
the Dokalam crisis be-

Post-Doklam, first
China travel warning
for tourists to India

gan, the Chinese mission
in India issued its first
warning, asking Chinese
nationals to reduce un-
necessary travel to India,
maintain a low profile
when there, and respect
local laws and law en-
forcement personnel.

It reissued the warn-
ing on August 24.

The 73-day Doka-
lam standoff started on
June 16 when Chinese
troops attempted to
build a road in territory
claimed by Bhutan close
to the Indian border. In-
dian troops objected to it
and stopped the Chinese
from building the road.

The standoff was
finally resolved on Au-
gust 28. Chinese tourists
make up three per cent of
foreign tourists visiting
India each year, the Glob-
al Times quoted Indian
media reports as saying.

From January to May,
2017, about 119,000 vis-
itors from China visited
India, an increase of 9.2
per cent year-on-year.

India has granted
e-visa facility for Chinese
travellers.

A report by state-run
Xinhua news agency two
days ago said China is be-
coming one of the most
popular destinations for
Indian tourists.

It is estimated that
the number of outbound
tourists from India will
reach 50 million overall
by 2020, up from 21.87
million in 2016, the re-
port said.
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Wildlife Weak

The young will protect what they see,
so show them Sikkim’s wildlife

Any reference to Sikkim and the qualifying sen-
tence invariably makes mention of the fact that it
is a biodiversity hot-spot. We have all read reams after
reams on the various geographical zones that Sikkim
packs into its 7,096 square kilometres. Experts tell us
that Sikkim has 4,000 varieties of flowering plants and
herbs, 450 species of orchids, 300 species of ferns, nine
species of conifers, 550 species of birds, 600 types of
butterflies and a list of fauna that outstrips most other
areas the state’s tiny size. This is what one has read.
Few here would, however, have seen even a sliver of it.

The past few years have seen a rise in wildlife-hu-
man conflict [with the wildlife invariably at the suffer-
ing end], but these have been limited to bear attacks,
disease among the deer population and sightings and
the rare clouded leopard incident, beyond that, even
the bastis have not been spying on too much biodiver-
sity. Deer populations are on the rise one is told, but in
the absence of any scientific study, this could be cred-
ited as much to the wiping out of the predator popula-
tion as to the “ban” on hunting. Maybe the rarer fauna
has retreated deeper into the forests; but even that is
unlikely because Sikkim’s small size ensures that even
the thickest of forests has but a constricted sweep
with either a habitation or a road encroaching the
slopes. Then there is the constricted buffer zone but-
tressing protected forests and sanctuaries. Admittedly,
in the absence of any statistics [current or otherwise],
the suggestion that wildlife or flora is not very abun-
dant is as unlettered as the frequent claims of Sikkim
being a biodiversity paradise. This is not to challenge
claims or Sikkim’s position in biodiversity rankings,
but to underline the need for more detailed, from the
field current studies on Sikkim’s flora and fauna. Any
such effort will obviously begin with a genuine stirring
for something on these lines by the Forest Department
and then a parallel effort to excite interest on such
matters among the young, for it will be they who in-
herit whatever is left and will hopefully study better
the state of Sikkim’s wilds.

This section has often aired problems with the to-
kenism of special days and weeks that planners organ-
ise to escape any real commitment to resolving real is-
sues for the rest of the year, but even in their tokenism,
such days have a role to play - in exciting the interest
of the young since it is invariably they who get pulled
out of classrooms to join rallies and raise placards. In
the context of wildlife, one such occasion arrives every
October with the first week observed across the coun-
try as the Wildlife Week. The first week of October
is on its final leg now, but wildlife has not made any
news, even by way of events, hence this effort.

Events for the Wildlife Week should be organised
in way and on the belief that what the younger gen-
eration sees it will protect. A trip to the Himalayan
Zoological Park at Bulbuley above Gangtok will bring
them a chance to see only a handful of animals. Sik-
kim’s flora and fauna spans a much wider expanse and
there is a real need now to educate students on how
abundant Sikkim’s biodiversity is. The observance of
World Wildlife Week should thus provide the impe-
tus to take the introduction of the Sikkimese young
to their environment to the next level. The universal
greed for “progress” is apparent, if not even more am-
plified in Sikkim, and has pushed the wildlife [hopeful-
ly] deeper into the forest reserves and not on the brink
of extinction from these parts. Sikkim, to its credit, can
stake claim to having segregated areas as wildlife re-
serves much ahead of even India, but now the time has
come to reaffirm this commitment. The State has al-
ready lost animals like the Takin, the Pygmy Hog and
the Sikkim Stag to the bracket which records “extinct
animals” and has placed some more in the “endan-
gered list” Someone, and only the Forest Department
comes to mind, has to now take the responsibility of
educating the younger generation on the inventory of
animals that the State still has with it. This will have to
be with efforts more immediate than posters and slide
shows. Sponsored visits to wildlife sanctuaries and
tours conducted by experts are the need of the hour.
Then, the young will see what Sikkim has and will be-
come more committed to protecting it. Ignorance can
prove fatal, because if the present trend of tokenism
continues and more animals are lost, no one will even
notice the loss until it is too late. There might actually
come a time when the young grow up believing that
the Red Panda is a stuffed toy and not a real animal.
Conservation will not be possible once that stage is
reached...

Scientists behind the discovery of gravitational
waves win the 2017 Nobel Prize for Physics

ED DAW
theconversation.com

he Swedish Academy

of Sciences has an-
nounced that the 2017
Nobel prize in Physics goes
to three scientists for their
foundational work leading
to the discovery of ripples
in the fabric of space and
time known as gravitation-
al waves.

Half of the £825,000
prize sum will go to Rain-
er Weiss of Massachusetts
Institute of Technology,
and the other half will be
be shared by Kip Thorne of
Caltech and Barry C Barish,
also at Caltech. The scien-
tists, all from the LIGO/
VIRGO collaboration, con-
ceived and played major
roles in realising the Laser
Interferometer  Gravita-
tional-Wave Observatory,
which first detected the
waves in September 2015.
I'm pleased to see this achievement
recognised on behalf of the thou-
sands of scientists who work on LIGO,
including the University of Sheffield
group. I also know the recipients per-
sonally, in particular Weiss, who is a
friend as well as a colleague.

Gravitational waves, predicted
by Einstein in 1916, travel across
our universe at the speed of light -
stretching space in one direction and
shrinking it in the direction that is
at right angles. LIGO measures these
fluctuations by monitoring two light
beams travelling between pairs of
mirrors down pipes running in differ-
ent directions.

The source of the first detect-
ed signals was a pair of black holes,
each being about 30 times the mass
of the sun. These bodies once col-
lided and converted in to one large
spinning black hole - emitting three
sun masses worth of pure energy in
about a tenth of a second. For that
short time, the source outshines the
rest of the energy sources in the ob-
servable universe - combined! It's
quite something to try and imagine.
Despite being such a violent event, it
is so far away that the effects on our
local fabric of space and time here on
Earth are very subtle - which is why a
sophisticated detector like LIGO was
needed to make the first detection.

Several more binary black hole
signals have been detected by the
LIGO detectors since, and one an-

nounced just days ago was detected
by the Virgo detector in Italy as well.
Now that we know these signals ex-
ist and can be detected, a new field
of gravitational wave astronomy will
grow up, enabling us to probe the
dark and puzzling universe - phe-
nomena in the cosmos that don’t emit
much light but have a lot of mass. It's
an exciting time.

UNCONVENTIONAL,

SHARP AND FUN
Those of us at LIGO who know Weiss
will agree he is an unconventional fel-
low in the best sense of that descrip-
tion who has inspired a generation
of experimental physicists, myself
included.

The first time I met Weiss prop-
erly was when he interviewed me for
my first postdoc, at MIT. I was in my
only smart suit, he walked in wear-
ing a woolly hat, baggy sweater and
jeans. I had to reassure him that this
was the last time he’d see me dressed
up that way. He looked relieved.

Weiss has a refreshingly informal
approach to physics, which is particu-
larly helpful in encouraging others in
their work, especially the young. But
this informality and enthusiasm only
just conceals his razor-sharp instinct
for physics, particularly for sources of
background noise and for electronics.

And, because he is what I would
call “scientifically sociable”, Weiss
naturally tends to learn things quick-
ly by talking to people. When I was

L -

working at the LIGO lab at Livingston,
I did an early systematic comparison
of seismic noise between the two
LIGO sites in a key frequency range.
The tough thing back then was just
gathering enough data from the seis-
mometers to be able to make a mean-
ingful comparison between the noise
levels.

I'd just made a graph of the re-
sults, and [ was in the control room
staring at it when Weiss walked in.
He walked out a few minutes later
with a copy of that plot, and the next
thing I knew, he was using it in talks
to the National Science Foundation
when arguing for an upgrade to LIGO
Livingston’s seismic isolation system.
That’s Weiss in a nutshell. He’s quick
on the uptake, good at spotting the
key points and problems, and author-
itative enough to get others - physi-
cists, engineers and funders on his
side.

We also share a love of music.
Once when I was invited to dinner
at his house, I was asked to bring
my cello and had to sight-read sev-
eral cello sonata movements (rath-
er shakily) with Weiss at the piano.
He also showed up to a particularly
memorable “hoodoo party night”
at a club called Tabby’s blues box in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where [ was
playing in a band. He brought along
Gaby Gonzalez, who until recently
was chairperson of the LIGO scien-
tific collaboration and Peter Saulson,
a professor of physics and thermal

noise pioneer from Syracuse. A more
unlikely crowd on the dance floor at
Tabby’s has probably not been seen
before or since. They had a great time.

The future of gravitational wave
physics is now intimately tied up
with the future of astronomy. The
field is set to expand rapidly, with
more sensitive instruments needed
to sense smaller signals and larger
scale instruments needed to probe
lower frequencies where many of
the astronomical signals lie. We also
need observers of the heavens, both
to interpret the signals we measure,
and to make the link between gravi-
tational waves and other sources of
information, such as gamma ray and
neutrino bursts, and visible tran-
sients. We are hoping to continue to
play an important role in the research
here at Sheffield.

But, for now, it’s time to enjoy the
moment of a very well deserved No-
bel prize for a great group of physi-
cists. They have played a long game;
the project started in 1972, and 1
didn’t even join until 1997. It’s a les-
son to us all to keep both eyes on the
science, to be prepared for a protract-
ed struggle with Mother Nature, but
ready in the end to step back and ad-
mire the edifice we have constructed,
and go on to apply the tools we have
created to achieving an ever expand-
ing knowledge of our universe.

[the writer is Reader in Phys-
ics, University of Sheffield]

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/
indecorous language and personal attacks, except
when against people responsible in this newspaper
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters
which carry forward a conversation or initiate
a dialogue will command immediate attention
and receive prominence. Mail us at: letters@
summittimes.com

FC Barcelona and the Catalan
struggle for independence

SIMON CHADWICK
theconversation.com

C Barcelona’s motto “mes que un club” or “more

than a club” is emblazoned across the team’s
website, splashed across the seats of its Nou Camp
stadium and embroidered on the collars of first-
team shirts.

The slogan dates back to the Catalan club’s for-
mation in 1899, when a Swiss émigré founded what
is now commonly referred to as “Barca”. Hans Max
Gamper-Haessig, who was enthralled by Catalonia
and would later change his name to Joan Gamper,
established Barca as a membership club. Even to-
day, these members pay an annual fee to become
part of what many see as one of world football’s
best governed clubs.

From the outset, Barcelona has been a focal
point for Catalan identity, as well as a symbol of
democracy. So much so that in 1925 then Spanish
prime minister, Primo de Rivera, accused Gamper
and Barca of promoting Catalan nationalism. Lat-
er, during the Spanish Civil War, Nou Camp would
become one of few places in the city where people
could openly speak in Catalan.

It is therefore unsurprising that in recent weeks
FC Barcelona has become central to the region’s in-
dependence vote. On Sunday, the day of the vote
- which was declared illegal by Spain’s central
government - Barca called for its league match
against Las Palmas to be postponed, as violence
spread across the city. When its request was de-
nied, the club issued a last minute statement that
condemned the attempts to stop citizens voting
and said that the game would go ahead, but behind
closed doors.

This match was, though, laden with meaning.
Some criticised the club for selling out to television
companies, putting money from broadcasting con-
tracts ahead of political principles. Others observed

that pressure has been placed on Barca by La Liga
president Javier Tebas, a lifelong Real Madrid fan.
He also gave permission for the Las Palmas team to
play with a special Spanish flag (intended to sym-
bolise Spanish unity) woven into their shirts.

One of the players on the field during the game
was Barca’s talismanic defender, Gerard Piqué, who
has publicly professed his support for the Catalonia
independence vote. Piqué, recently booed by other
Spanish fans, has even offered to quit playing for
the country’s national team.

COMMERCIAL CONCERNS

FC Barcelona is clearly, then, much more than a
club. It is a complicated and highly politicised en-
tity in a way the likes of Manchester United or Ar-
senal have never been. But herein lies an important
challenge, which probably serves as a metaphor
too for the many other challenges facing Catalonia
- how to successfully navigate the future post-in-
dependence.

Top-level professional football is no longer just
a local game for local people. It is a mass-market
product traded by businesses for a commercial re-
turn. And Barca is no exception. A shirt sponsor-
ship deal with Qatar Airways drew condemnation
from fans for moving the club in a more commer-
cial direction. Some cynics have even referred to
Barca’s “Madridification”.

In this context, recent events pose significant
challenges for Barca’s business dealings. For ex-
ample, in the middle of Sunday’s events, the club
issued a public statement asserting that it support-
ed the right to Catalonian self-determination and
condemned any act by the Spanish state that might
impede its people’s democratic right to vote in the
referendum.

As a philosophy - and as a brand proposition -
this is both noble and distinctive. But for a club that
has been casting covetous eyes at Asian markets, it

could prove troublesome. The last thing the Qataris
or Chinese will want is for fans and businesses in
their countries to be building a relationship with a
club that advocates separatism and a disregard for
central government authority.

It will therefore be worthwhile keeping a close
eye on messages coming out of Doha, Beijing and
elsewhere in Asia. That said, given Catalan dias-
poras in Latin America - those that fled the region
during the Spanish civil war - at least part of the
club’s overseas commercial strategy targeting fans
looks set to remain in tact.

Speculation abounds as to what secession
would mean for Barca, whether it could stay in
Spain’s top flight (Tebas has said the club will not
be allowed to remain in the league in the event
of secession), and whether it would lose its UEFA
membership and right to play Champions League
football.

Some have even suggested that Barca could
join England’s Premier League. Commercially, this
might seem like a marriage made in heaven. But it
is extremely unlikely to happen, not least because
of the potential complexities of such a move. The
other alternative - a small Catalonia league with
the likes of local rivals Espanyol, Girona and Tar-
ragona - is hard to imagine and would struggle to
generate sizeable revenues.

Such a debate may sound premature. But it's
indicative of how the club has to consider its com-
mercial, as well as political priorities. Gamper was
right, FC Barcelona is more than a club. But football
in 1899 was a rather different proposition to foot-
ball in the 21st century. The power of Catalan pol-
itics might be compelling, but in football the lure
of global revenue streams may yet trump regional
idealism.

[the writer is Professor of Sports En-
terprise, University of Salford]
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Police fire
in air to
disperse mob

in Tripura

AGARTALA, OcT 5 (PTI):
A mob gheraoed a po-
lice station and tried to
set free a man arrested
on abduction charges in
West district of Tripura
following which police
fired in the air and used
batons to quell them, the
police said today.

The mob demand-
ed release of a 26-year-
old tribal man Balendra
Debbarma soon after he
was arrested yesterday
in connection with an al-
leged abduction of a car
driver on September 20.

Police used lathis and
burst tear gas shells be-
fore opening fire in the
air to disperse the crowd,
Superintendent of Police
Avijit Saptarshi told PTI.

The  administration
suspended Internet ser-
vices in the state for 24
hours from 6.30 pm last
evening to prevent spread
of rumours, he said.

Tripartite
meet to
review
creation of
7 districts in

Manipur

NEw DELHI, OcT 5 (PTI):
The decision to create
seven new districts in Ma-
nipur, which led to mas-
sive protests and 139-
day blockade on national
highways connecting the
state, will be reviewed at
a tripartite meeting called
by the Union Home Min-
istry here tomorrow, an
official said.

The representatives
of the United Naga Coun-
cil (UNC), central and
state governments will
take part in the home
ministry meeting.

The UNC, the apex
political organisation of
Nagas residing in the hill
districts on Manipur, had
staged massive protests
following the creation of
the new districts alleging
that such a move would bi-
furcate the ancestral land
of the Nagas. The organ-
isation had also imposed
an economic blockade on
NH-2  (Imphal-Dimapur)
and NH-37 (Imphal-Jirib-
am) that serve as lifelines
for the landlocked Mani-
pur for 139 days in 2016.

The blockade was
withdrawn in March this
year after the BJP- led
government came to
power in Manipur and
assured that their de-
mand would be consid-
ered, the official said.

SikKkim sees fresh inflow of tourists as Darjeeling suspends bandh

NITESH R PRADHAN
GANGTOK, 05 OCT:

he suspension of the

bandh in neighbouring
Darjeeling hills has result-
ed in the tourist season fi-
nally picking up in Sikkim.
Tourist inflow to the State
had gone down due to the
unrest in Darjeeling and
stakeholders were worried
about a dry spell this sea-
son. However the fresh in-
flow of tourists has meant

brisk business for many in-
cluding drivers.

“Post Dasain there is a
sudden rush. We are now get-
ting regular trips to tourist
points like Ganesh Tok and
Hanuman Tok,” said a driver,
Pritam Singh.

With the upward trend in
tourist inflow, the hotels and
lodges have also witnessed
some occupancy if not full.

Raj Pradhan, an owner
of a lodge in the capital said

that while some “season time”
is already lost but slowly the
tourists have started to re-
turn. He further hopes that
there will be no further tur-
moil in the neighbouring Hills.

“There was a time when
there was zero occupancy
in peak season. Now at least
there is some business,” he
remarked.

Ranjit Banerjee, a middle
aged tourist from Kolkata
wanted to visit Sikkim even

during the time when Darjeel-
ing crisis was at its peak.

“I had to cancel my plans
due to my family’s advice
but now after the bandh
lifted we came here and at
much cheaper rates too,” he
adds.

Since there are less tour-
ists this season many hotels
and lodges have rooms avail-
able at much cheaper rates
than in peak season time.

“We had to do this as we

have to have some running
money to lead our daily lives,”
remarks Raj Pradhan.

The stakeholders in tour-
ism industry hope for peace
in the region so that the in-
dustry that gives bread and
butter to many does not have
to suffer.

“This is our livelihood
and we can only hope that
peace returns fully to Dar-
jeeling and we can make up
for our losses,” said Suresh

Sharma, a travel operator in
the capital.

Major tourists’ circuits in
the capital along with popular
spots around the capital like
Rumtek and Tsongmo lake
have also witnessed a growth
in tourist inflow.

“We will return tomorrow.
It was a memorable trip and
we hope to return again,” said
Rakesh Mandal, a tourist from
Gujarat who is here with his
family of six.

Will settle Rohingya issue with Myanmar
peacefully: Bangladesh

NEw DELHI, Oct 5 (PTI): Ban-
gladesh today said that Myan-
mar has pushed one million
Rohingyas onto its soil and it
will make efforts to resolve the
issue peacefully despite “provo-
cations”.

“Recently Myanmar has
pushed one million Rohing-
yas, their own nationals, onto
our soil. We are still struggling.
We haven'’t got into a fight with
them despite provocations.

“We are trying to resolve it
peacefully... The Prime Minis-
ter (Sheikh Hasina) thinks that
it is something we will solve
in a peaceful manner,” Bangla-
desh foreign secretary Shahidul
Haque said while participating
in the India Economic Summit

(IES).

Bangladesh is facing a big in-
flux of Rohingyas from Myanmar
following ethnic violence in the
Buddhist-majority nation. India
had last month rushed relief ma-
terial to Bangladesh and pledged
all help to Dhaka in tackling the
humanitarian crisis.

At the IES, Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor, who discussed
the geopolitical dynamics and

the economic initiatives in Asia,
raised the issue of ‘One Belt-One
Road’, saying China will have to
do more if it wants India to join
the proposed project.

“If the Chinese really feel
that for the overall credibili-
ty and viability of the Belt and
Road Initiative they want India
to play an active part, they have
to do more of a selling job. They
have to come and market to us

Silk  Road

(OBOR).

here on why this is actually in
our interest,” the former Union
minister said.

India skipped the Belt and
Road Forum (BRF) in May this
year due to its sovereignty con-
cerns over the CPEC, a flagship
project of China’s prestigious

ly called One Belt One Road

Differences

initiative, official-

tween the two countries over
the USD 50-billion China Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
passing through Pakistan oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK) which
is part of the China’s mega Belt
and Road initiative.

The India Economic Summit
of the World Economic Forum
(WEF) is being attended by

over 500 business and political

emerged be-

leaders.

contd from pg01
he told reporters.

Ghosh claimed that the
agitators were supporters
of expelled Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha (GJM) lead-
er Binay Tamang.

Tamang denied the
allegation.

Asked whether Ghosh
was provided security for
the meeting, Chauturvedi
said, “The police was out-
side the venue.

We had provided
security for those pro-
grammes about which
we had information. He
(Ghosh) will be provided
complete security.”

Reacting to the inci-
dent, state Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Partha
Chatterjee said, “The BJP
had gone there to foment
trouble when peace was
returning to the hills.
Instead of taking police
personnel along with
him, he (Ghosh) had
taken hired goons. If he
doesn’t ask for security
then how can the police

Study provides photo evidence
of snow leopards in Arunachal

NEw DELHI, OcT 5 (PTI): A study about
snow leopards in Arunachal Pradesh
has yielded photographic evidence of
the presence of the elusive species in
the Thembang area of the north-east-
ern state.

The state-wide survey carried out
by World Wildlife Fund (WWF) India
in collaboration with the Arunachal
Pradesh Forest department was started
in March 2017, focusing on unexplored
areas.

It has yielded photo evidence of the
snow leopard through a camera trap
set up at Thembang, one of the com-
munity conserved areas in the state, a
WWEF statement said.

Only a fraction of snow leopard hab-
itats in the state falls into two protected
areas--Dibang Biosphere Reserve and
Namdapha National Park.

“The presence of the big cat beyond
these protected areas highlights the
importance of community support for
conservation as well as landscape-scale
conservation planning,” it said.

“This is perhaps the first time
that the presence of snow leopard
has been reported through a cam-
era trap photograph from the state
of Arunachal Pradesh,” said Omkar
Singh, principal secretary, Environ-
ment and Forest, Arunachal Pradesh
government.

The survey relied on the knowledge
of the community members to under-
stand the current distribution of snow
leopards and other large mammals in
the region.

“Scientific information on the dis-
tribution of snow leopards generated
through this state-wide survey is an en-
couraging sign for WWF-India and the
Arunachal Pradesh Forest department,”
said Ravi Singh, secretary general and
CEO of WWF-India.

Snow leopard, native of central
and south Asia, is listed as a ‘vulnera-
ble’ category animal in the Red List of
threatened species compiled by the In-
ternational Union for Conservation of
Nature(IUCN).

Air quality ‘poor’ on eve
of mega FIFA event

NEw DELHI, OcT 5 (PTI):
A day before the U-17
FIFA world cup Kkicks off
in Delhi, environment
NGO Greenpeace said
today the level of coarse
air pollutants PM10 “far
exceeded” the safe levels
in the host cities of the
tournament last October.
The Greenpeace re-
port came on a day the
national capital recorded
‘poor’ air quality for the
second consecutive day.
The NGO claimed
high level of PM10 may
“reduce” the quality of
football played during
the tournament.
According to the re-
port, in October 2016,
the average levels of
PM10 - coarse particu-
lates measuring less than
10 microns in diameter
- were 304 and 100 mi-
crogrammes per cubic

metre (ug/m3) in Delhi
and Mumbai.

The 24-hour average
prescribed standard of
PM10 is 100 and the annu-
al prescribed average is 60.

Delhi will co-host the
tournament with Mum-
bai, Kochi, Margao (Goa),
Guwahati and Kolkata.

“PM10 level on Octo-
ber 6 last year in Delhi
was 234 g/m3, and 320
g/m3 on October 16
(when Delhi hosts the
last tournament match
this year).

“These values are
over 4 times and 6 times
above the World Health
Organisation’s limits of
50 g/m3 over a 24-hour
period, and over 2 and 3
times above India’s PM10
standards of 100 g/m3
(over a 24 hour period),”
a Greenpeace India state-
ment said.

provide security cover?”

Senior north Ben-
gal Trinamool Congress
(TMC) leader and minis-
ter Gautam Deb said, “It
(the scuffle) was an out-
burst of anger of the hill
people against the sinis-
ter designs of the BJP”

Ghosh said, “These
protests are fuelled and
funded by the TMC. Ex-
cept the GJM and Bimal
Gurung, all other hill par-
ties are mere extra play-
ers who are working on
behalf of the TMC.

The people of the hills
are with the BJP and the
GJM and that is why we
have received so much
support wherever we are
going.”

He said hundreds of
people in the hills greet-
ed the BJP leaders and
shared their problems.
The response was tre-
mendous, he told PTIL.

Earlier in the day
while entering Darjeeling
from Kalimpong, Ghosh
and his team faced pro-

WB BJP chief heckled
in Darj, cancels meeting
of BJP workers

tests by supporters of
the Gorkha National Lib-
eration Front, who like
some other hill parties
demanded that its del-
egates leave Darjeeling
immediately.

Ghosh and his team
were also shown black
flags and asked to re-
frain from disturbing the
“peace and stability” in
the region.

They had faced pro-
tests yesterday too by
supporters of the Jan
Andolan Party and Binay
Tamang during their vis-
it to Kalimpong. Posters
with the messages such
as ‘BJP go back’ and ask-
ing the hill people to boy-
cott the party’s delega-
tion were put up.

The state BJP chief
had, however, refuted the
GNLF allegation that he
was in the hills to foment
trouble and claimed that
the protests against the
BJP delegation were fu-
elled by the ruling TMC.

Ghosh claimed it was
due to his initiative that
peace has returned to
Darjeeling. “I talked to
the Union home minis-
ter, after which peace re-
turned to the Darjeeling
hills,” he said.

The BJP team is
scheduled to visit var-
ious places in the hills
and neighbouring Sikkim
and hold meetings with
its workers and the GJM
leadership.

Expelled GJM leader
and vice-chairman of the
Board of Administrators
(BoA), Anit Thapa also ac-
cused the BJP of trying to
foment trouble in the hills.

“What was it (BJP)
doing for the three-and-
a-half months when the
hills were burning? Now
that peace has returned,
it wants to create trou-
ble,” he alleged.

The rebel GJM group
led by Tamang, who is the
BOA chairman, and Thapa
are slated to hold rallies
to protest the visit of the
saffron party delegation.

India’s ambitious new plan to conquer TB needs cash and commitment

MADHUKAR PAI
theconversation.com

uberculosis (TB) kills more people to-

day than HIV and malaria combined.

In 2015, there were an estimated 10.4
million new TB cases worldwide and 1.8 mil-
lion TB deaths, according to the World Health
Organization. And India is at the epicentre of
this global epidemic, with half a million TB
deaths annually. India also accounts for 16
per cent of the estimated 480,000 new cases
of multi-drug-resistant TB.

Can India turn things around and con-
trol this epidemic?

The answer is a conditional yes. The
Indian government has already taken sev-
eral steps over the past few years to ad-
dress it. This includes making TB a notifi-
able disease, developing the Standards for
TB Care in India, introducing daily drug
regimens and rolling out molecular and
drug-susceptibility testing.

But there’s an opportunity to do more
and better, and for India to assume a glob-
al leadership role.

INDIA MUST BACK AMBITIONS

WITH RUPEES
Earlier this year, India’s Revised National TB
Control Program published a draft of a new
National Strategic Plan (NSP) for TB Elimi-
nation 2017-2025. The NS, if fully funded
and well implemented, could be a game
changer in the fight against TB in India.

The plan aims to improve services and
outcomes for the 1.5 million patients in
the public system and to scale up access to
new diagnostics and drugs. It also sets out
abold road map to reach private providers
and support the millions of patients treat-
ed in the private sector.

Building on promising pilot results, the
NSP proposes to do so by providing incen-
tives to providers — for following standard
protocols for diagnosis and treatment as
well as for notifying the government of
cases. Patients referred to the government
will in turn receive a cash transfer, to com-
pensate them for direct and indirect costs
of undergoing treatment and as an incen-
tive to complete treatment.

The cost of implementing the new NSP
is estimated at US$2.5 billion over the first

three years, a big increase over the cur-
rent budget. Historically, despite being a
highly cost-effective program and despite
having a high absorptive capacity, RNTCP
has struggled to receive funding that is
commensurate with the scale of India’s
epidemic.

This simply cannot continue. India
must start backing its ambitions with ru-
pees. Therefore, the real test of whether
the bold plan by the Health Ministry can
be implemented will be whether enough
resources can be mobilized — to find,
treat and offer quality care to all TB pa-
tients, regardless of where they live.

HEALTH SPENDING AN UR-
GENT PRIORITY
TB is one of many diseases that affect In-
dians, and India is clearly under-perform-
ing on several key health indicators, as
shown by a recent report on attainment
on health-related Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) in 188 countries. This
is an analysis from the Global Burden of
Disease Study 2016, which measured 37
health-related indicators from 1990 to

2016.

India did very poorly in this analysis,
ranking 127 among 188 countries. In fact,
every single other BRICS country (Brazil,
Russia, China and South Africa) ranked
ahead of India.

This analysis clearly shows that In-
dia’s economic progress is not reflected
in the health of its people. India’s National
Health Policy, approved this year, propos-
es to increase health expenditure by the
government from the existing 1.15 per
cent to 2.5 per cent of the GDP, by 2025.

Ensuring this increase should be an
urgent priority for India, and an absolute
requirement if India is to make progress
towards universal health coverage.

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE
Are there areas of strength that India can
leverage to fight TB?

India has made some impressive con-
tributions in global health. India has been
polio-free for more than five years and
this success has propelled global efforts
to eradicate polio. Indian biotech and drug
manufacturers dominate the production

of TB and HIV medications, accounting for
more than 80 per cent of the global market.

The recent launch of a rotavirus vac-
cine produced in India has underscored
the country’s leadership role in child-
hood immunization. India also has huge
strengths in IT and software that can be
leveraged. And India has a long tradition
of excellence in TB research, highlighted
by the creation of an India TB Research
Consortium.

So, with its strong research expertise
in TB, and technological and pharmaceu-
tical capacity, India has the potential to
make great progress against this disease.

What is essential is a strong financial
and political commitment from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to end the TB ep-
idemic, and an overall greater investment
in health. When health becomes a priori-
ty for India, TB will naturally decline, as
will many other conditions that currently
make India rank so poorly in health-relat-
ed SDGs.

[the writer is Director of Global
Health & Professor, McGill University]
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India set to make

PHILEM DIPAK SINGH

New DELHI, Oct 5 (PTI):
Football minnows India
stand on the cusp of history
as the hosts are set to make
their debut in a FIFA event
against a formidable USA in
a group match of the U-17
World Cup, which begins
here on Friday.

India qualified automati-
cally for the event as hosts.

They have prepared well
with All India Football Fed-
eration sending the players
for training tours in Europe
and a tournament in Mexico
but the home side are clear
underdogs.

Man to man, USA are clear-
ly the better team in the Group
A match at the refurbished
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium.

Most of the American
players ply their trade in
Major League Soccer youth
teams and a couple of them
are set to play in top Europe-
an clubs as well.

India would enjoy the
home advantage and captain
Amarjit Singh and his team-
mates have promised to be
competitive at the showpiece
event. The feat of playing in
India’s first-ever FIFA tour-
nament should spur them to
bring out their best and de-
liver something worthy of a

host country. They will also
be the first Indian players to
feature in any World Cup.

More than that, odds are
heavily against India on Fri-
day as the players lacked
competitive matches. Be-
sides, they didn’t attend any
professional academies un-
like their American coun-
terparts. The Indian team
was assembled in just seven
months by head coach Luis
Norton de Matos who took
over in March after the sack-
ing off German Nicolai Adam.

Adam, who was made In-
dia U-17 coach in February
2015, built a team by scout-
ing talent from across the
country through trials and
tournaments but got the boot
early this year after a reign of
two years for allegedly abus-
ing players.

Portuguese de Matos made
several changes in the team,
bringing in at least half a doz-
en players in key positions.

The two teams are more
or less unknown quantities
to each other. A pragmatic de
Matos has, however, warned
against any miracles from his
boys, conceding that there is
a big gap between his boys
and the other teams.

He has no illusions in
the difference in quality be-

tween European and Amer-
ican players who have spent
at least six- seven years in a
professional academy.

De Matos has indicated
India cannot play an open
game and his focus would be
on strong defence and not to
concede goals.

His strategy would be
to rely on smooth and swift
transitions from defence to
offence and hit on the count-
er-attacks.

He is expected to start
Moirangthem Dheeraj Singh

center backs Anwar Ali and
Jitendra Singh are certainties.

Sanjeev  Stalin  should
start as left full back while
Hendry Antonay is expected
to man the right back’s posi-
tion in place of Boris Singh,
who cannot play on Friday af-
ter picking a red card against
Iran in AFC U-16 Champion-
ship last year.

The six-feet-two inch de-
fensive midfielder Jeakson
Singh could be the key man
who will strengthen the de-

fence as well besides helping
captain Amarjit and Suresh
Singh in midfield.

Komal Thatal, who scored
a brilliant goal in India’s cam-
paign against Brazil in the
BRICS Cup last year, has been
doing well at the left flank
while Aniket Jadhav is expect-
ed to start as the lone striker.

De Matos has conceded
that USA are strong in offense
and the Indian defence and
the goalkeeper will have to
be strong and patient enough
to thwart attacks from the

opposition.

“They (USA) will be
strong in attack and we have
to prepare to counter their
attack. We have to be strong
in defence,” de Matos said.

USA captain and striker
Josh Sargent will sign with
Bundesliga club Werder Bre-
men next February when he
turns 18.

He also played at the U-20
World Cup in Korea earli-
er this year, making him the
first US player since Freddy
Adu in 2003 to play in the
U-20 and U-17 World Cups in
the same year.

Tim Weah, son of former
FIFA World Player of the Year
and Liberia great George
Weabh, is another striker and a
big talent. He signed with Paris
Saint Germain earlier this year.

US head coach John Hack-
worth has, however, refused
to take India likely in their
opening match.

“We've played India once
before, we were successful
against them. But it wasn’t in
the opening game of World
Cup, it wasn’t them hosting a
World Cup. My feeling is that,
and from information I've
heard, there’s going to be a
loud crowd.

“They (India) are incredi-
bly athleticand hard-working

-|FA World Cup debut against USA on Friday

team. We are going to have
to beat them in the opening
game and that is a difficult
challenge,” Hackworth said.

The US team has 17 play-
ers who were part of the team
that played in the qualifying
tournament -- 2017 CONCA-
CAF U-17 Championship in
April -- in which it had fin-
ished second, losing to Mex-
ico in the final on penalties.

The Teams (From):

India: Dheeraj Singh, Pra-
bhsukhan Gill, Sunny Dha-
liwal, Jitendra Singh, Anwar
Ali, Sanjeev Stalin, Hendry
Antonay, Namit Deshpande,
Suresh Singh, Ninthoinganba
Meetei, Amarjit Singh Kiyam,
Abhijit Sarkar, Komal Thatal,
Lalengmawia, Jeakson Singh,
Nongdamba Naorem, Rahul
Kannoly Praveen, Md. Shah-
jahan, Rahim Ali, Aniket Jad-
hav.

USA: Alex Budnik, Carlos
Joaquim Dos Santos, Justin
Garces, Sergino Dest, Chris-
topher Gloster, Jaylin Lind-
sey, James Sands, Tyler Shav-
er, Akil Watts, George Acosta,
Taylor Booth, Christopher
Durkin, Blaine Ferri, Chris
Goslin, Indiana Vassilev, Ayo
Akinola, Andrew Carleton,
Jacobo Reyes, Bryan Reyn-
olds, Joshua Sargent, Tim
Weah. Match starts at 8pm.
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by ITBP
concludes
at Pegong

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 05 OCT:
he closing ceremony of the football
tournament organized by the 11th
Battalion of Indo Tibetan Border Police
at Fu-Fu ground in Pegong, North Sikkim
was held today, a press release informs.
The tournament, which had com-
menced on 02 Oct with the participation
of local teams of North Sikkim, concluded
in the presence of Commandant-ITBP 11th
Bn, Rajesh Kumar Tomar, who attended the

event as chief guest.

o s L

Mumsal, Oct 5 (PTI):
‘Modern Day Maharaja’
Jinder Mahal and oth-
er WWE superstars are
set to showcase their
high-flying moves in In-
dia as the WWE returns
to the country with live
shows on December 8
and 9 in New Delhi.
“Following
overwhelming demand
from our massive and
passionate fan base in
India, we are excited to

Pegong team wherein

sented cash prize of Rs 8000

bring WWE LIVE back

by The Singh Brothers.
Mahal and Singh broth-
ers are currently part of
SmackDown Live.

The show will also
feature ‘The Big Dog),
Roman Reigns, Braun
Strowman (also known
as  Monster Among
Men) and current Raw

Tag team Champions
Seth Rollins and Dean
Ambrose.

Women superstars,

Alexa Bliss and Shasa
Banks, among others are

The final match of the
tournament was  played
between Chungthang and

Chungthang team emerged
victorious by 3-2 goals.
Commandant Tomar pre-

and trophy to the winning to New Delhi for two scheduled to be part of
team and Rs 2000 along with shows spectacular,  the show.
non-stop, family- “It is an honour to

trophy to the runners-up.

Big Brother Chhetri
to U-17s: Forgive us

for being jealous!
contd from pg01

be part of India’s first ever World Cup
squad. India’s highest goal scorer in
internationals, Chhetri, in an emotion-
ally charged message, told the boys to
“take the stage” as the seniors “take the
stands”, bringing out the fan in them.

“It's a chance that most of us will al-
most certainly never get and you have
to forgive us for being jealous of you.

But pride is the bigger feeling here.
We are not going to give you wisdom
about dealing with pressure or taking
none of it.

You have trained hard and this is
your time. Take the stage, we will take
the stands. Come On, India!,” the India
captain’s message was posted on Ben-
galuru FC's official twitter handle as he
wished on behalf of the club.

Chhetri, who has played Nehru Cups
in front of packed galleries, is ready to
cheer the younger ones.

“For sometime now, we have had the
privilege of having fans, and its some-
thing we are always grateful for. Fans
who sing for us, who back us through
wins, draws and defeats, trophies and
disappointment.

“Over the next one month, we are
giving up that privilege as we turn fans
of the first ever Indian team to play a
football World Cup.”

The striker poured his heart out
without trying to be preachy, and the
message was certainly a bit different
from the rest.

“It’s less than a day before your big
moment and I am not sure if this letter
will make it past the wall, to the zone
you have stepped into. But if it does
manage to sneak in somehow, all of us
at Bengaluru FC would like you boys,
who will pull on that blue shirt to-
morrow, to know something,” Chhetri
wrote.

friendly entertainment,”
Sheetesh Srivastava, Vice
President and General
Manager of WWE India,
said in a release.

“I know our fans can-
not wait to fill the Indira
Gandhi Stadium and wel-
come back their favorite
WWE Superstars,” he
added.

The shows will fea-
ture current WWE cham-
pion Jinder Mahal, who
will be accompanied

represent the people of
India every time | step
into the ring, and it will
be a true privilege to per-
form for them live,” Ma-
hal was quoted as saying
in the release.

The last time WWE
was in India was in Jan-
uary 2016 with shows in
Delhi.

Ticket information
for the shows will be an-
nounced in the coming
weeks.

NEw DELHI, OcT 5 (PTI): Reliance Indus-

Adani has moved up to 10th position

stock exchanges, analysts and regu-

chain D-Mart in March, returned to the list

India’srichestgetricher, MukeshAmbaniretainstopslot:Forbes

tries chief Mukesh Ambani today emerged
as India’s wealthiest for the 10th straight
year as his net worth swelled to USD 38
billion (nearly Rs 2.5 lakh crore) while the
wealth of 100 richest rose by 26 per cent
despite economic hiccups.

Wipro’s Azim Premji was the distant
second with a net worth of USD 19 billion,
moving up two places from last year, while
Sun Pharma'’s Dilip Shanghvi slipped from
his earlier second place to the ninth now
(USD 12.1 billion) on Forbes magazine’s
annual ‘India Rich List 2017’

Forbes said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s “economic experiments” barely
affected India’s billionaires while none
gained more than oil-and-gas tycoon
Mukesh Ambani, who cemented his de-
cade-long hold on the top slot by adding a
staggering USD 15.3 billion (67 per cent)
to his last year’s wealth to become one of
Asia’s top five richest.

Anil Ambani, Mukesh'’s younger broth-
er, was ranked much lower at 45th place
with USD 3.15 billion. He was ranked 32nd
in 2016 (USD 3.4 billion) and 29th a year
before that.

Another Gujarati businessman Gautam

(USD 11 billion), from 13th rank last
year, as his networth rose from USD
6.3 billion.

Forbes described Adani as a
college dropout, who spurned his
father’s textile shop to set up a com-
modities export firm in 1988. It also
said Adani survived the terrorist at-
tack in Mumbai’s Taj Mahal Palace
Hotel in 2008.

Patanjali Ayurved’s Acharya
Balkrishna, known as a close associate of
yoga guru Ramdev, made a big jump from
48th place last year to 19th now with a
net worth of USD 6.55 billion (about Rs
43,000 crore).

“Despite India’s economic hiccups, ty-
coons on the 2017 Forbes India Rich List
saw their wealth soar as their combined
fortunes rose 26 per cent to USD 479 bil-
lion (over Rs 31 lakh crore),” the magazine
said.

“India’s turbo-charged economy sput-
tered in the quarter ended in June as it
grew at a three-year low of 5.7 per cent,
due to the aftershocks of last November’s
demonetisation and uncertainties over
the rollout of a nation-wide Goods and

Services Tax. Despite this, the stock mar-
ket scaled new heights and boosted the
fortunes of the nation’s 100 richest,” it
added.

In the case of Ambani, improved
refining margins and his telecom unit
Reliance Jio’s thundering success in
notching up 130 million subscribers
since its 2016 launch pushed up shares of
Reliance Industries.

The Hinduja brothers are at the third
position with USD 18.4 billion while
Lakshmi Mittal is now ranked fourth (USD
16.5 billion) and Pallonji Mistry fifth (USD
16 billion).

Forbes said the list was compiled using
shareholding and financial information
secured from the families and individuals,

latory agencies.

The ranking lists family fortunes,
including those shared among ex-
tended families such as the Godrej
and Bajaj families.

Public fortunes were calculated
based on stock prices and exchange
rates as of September 15. Private
companies were valued based on
similar companies that are publicly
traded.

More than four-fifths of those who kept
their spot on the list from last year saw
their wealth rise, with 27 listees adding
USD 1 billion or more to their net worth.

The richest newcomer is cook-
ies-and-airline tycoon Nusli Wadia at the
25th place with a net worth of USD 5.6
billion.

Among the five other new entrants to
the list are Dinesh Nandwana (88, USD
1.72 billion) of e-governance services firm
Vakrangee; Vijay Shekhar Sharma (99,
USD 1.47 billion) of fast-rising mobile wal-
let Paytm and Rana Kapoor (100, USD 1.46
billion) of Yes Bank.

Veteran investor Radhakishan Damani,
boosted by the listing of his supermarket

at 12th place with a net worth of USD 9.3
billion.

Other returnees are Future Group’s
Kishore Biyani (55th, USD 2.75 billion)
and siblings Murli Dhar and Bimal Gyan-
chandani (75, USD 1.96 billion).

However, a dozen have turned poorer
than a year ago, with half of them from
the pharmaceutical sector, which has been
plagued by challenges.

Pharmaceutical magnate Dilip Shang-
hvi is the biggest dollar loser on the list
as his net worth fell by USD 4.8 billion,
ending his three-year run as India’s sec-
ond-richest.

The Gupta family (40, USD 3.45 bil-
lion), heirs of patriarch Desh Bandhu
Gupta, who died in June, saw their fortune
shrink as shares of their generics maker
Lupin declined.

Brothers Shashi and Ravi Ruia suffered
adrop as their Essar Steel faced bankrupt-
cy proceedings under India’s stricter new
law, Forbes said.

The 100 wealthiest on this year’s list
are all billionaires. The minimum amount
required to make the list was USD 1.46 bil-
lion, up from USD 1.25 billion last year.
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No Indian troops in Afghanistan
because of Pak factor: US

LALIT KJHA

WASHINGTON, OcT 5 (PTI): US
Defence Secretary James Mat-
tis has said that India’s deci-
sion not to send troops to war-
torn Afghanistan was perhaps
guided by the Pakistan factor.

Mattis praised India’s con-
tributions to Afghanistan’s de-
velopment before lawmakers
at House Armed Services Com-
mittee, saying New Delhi has
adopted a holistic approach
in its assistance towards the
country.

“It is really a very holistic
approach that India is taking.
You'll notice I left off (Indian)
boots (soldiers) on the ground
because of the complexity that
would bring to Pakistan,” Mat-
tis said yesterday in response
to a question from Congress-
man Doug Lamborn during
the Congressional hearing on

South Asia.

“We're trying to make this
an inclusive strategy and we
don’t want them to get a sense
that they’re vulnerable to any
Indian Army people from their
western flank, that’s not neces-
sary,” Mattis said.

Mattis was in New Del-
hi last month and held talks
with Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. Sitharaman had
ruled out any troop contribu-
tion in Afghanistan and said
it will continue to provide de-
velopment assistance to the
country.

Islamabad is opposed to
any major role for India in
neighbouring Afghanistan,
saying a Kabul-New Delhi axis
would be detrimental to Pa-
kistan’s strategic interests.
During the hearing, Mattis
insisted that an open border

trade between India and Pa-
kistan would help in bringing
regional stability.

“If there’s any way for Pa-
kistan and India to open their
border to trade at great eco-
nomic advantage to both of
the countries, it would be a big
help across the region,” he said.

Stability can follow eco-
nomics as much as stability en-
ables economics, he added. He
hoped that they will eventually
see that happen.

“I believe India wants that
to happen, but it’s very hard to
do that if your concern is that
you open the border to one
thing, and you get something
else,” Mattis said in an oblique
reference to cross-border infil-
teration.

Responding to a series of
questions on the Indian role in
Afghanistan, Mattis said, “ New

Delhi has been generous over
many years with Afghanistan.
Because of its very generous
funding over the years, India
has achieved a degree of affec-
tion from the Afghan people as
a result. They intend to con-
tinue this effort and broaden
it. Furthermore, they are pro-
viding training for Afghan mil-
itary officers and NCOs at their
schools.”

India, he said, is willing to
do rehabilitation of Soviet-era
equipment until they are re-
placed with American. That
will take years, he noted.

Furthermore, India has
been providing and will con-
tinue to provide training for Af-
ghan Army doctors and medics
in the field so that the Afghan
Army is able to take casualties
and better sustain themselves
thing, he said.

Mattis said there are many
areas where India and the US
are natural partners for each
other. The two countries, he
said, are deepening and broad-
ening the military-to-military
relationship.

“But it is not an exclusive
strategy, exclusive of anyone.
Any nation that wants to be
part of the counter-terror ef-
fort and this stability effort
in South Asia, can sign up,” he
said seeking to allay Pakistan’s
concern of being excluded.

It is open to any nation that
wants to move against terror-
ism and remove this threat to
all civilised nations. Referring
to his talks with the Indian
leadership, Mattis said the US
does not need to convince Indi-
ans that it doesn’t have nefari-
ous designs on the Indo-Pacific
area.

Political
polarisation
in Nepal
ahead

of major

elections

KATHMANDU, OCT 5 (PTI):
Ahead of the provincial
and the federal elections
in Nepal, the ruling Nepali
Congress is likely to an-
nounce a coalition of right-
wing forces with some
smaller parties to counter
the grand leftist alliance.
The Nepali Congress,
which has expressed
readiness to be part of the
proposed “democratic al-
liance”, will hold a meeting
tomorrow, as political par-
ties continue to align ac-
cording to their ideologies

British author Kazuo
Ishiguro wins Nobel
Literature Prize

STOCKHOLM, OcT 5
(AFP): British author
Kazuo Ishiguro, best

known for his novel “The
Remains of the Day”, won
the Nobel Literature
Prize today, the Swedish
Academy said.

The 62-year-old, “in
novels of great emotional
force, has uncovered the
abyss beneath our illu-
sory sense of connection
with the world,” the Acad-
emy wrote in its citation.

Born in Nagasaki, he
moved to Britain with his
family when he was five
years old, only return-
ing to visit Japan as an
adult. Both his first nov-
el “A Pale View of Hills”
from 1982 and the sub-
sequent one, “An Artist of
the Floating World” from
1986, take place in Na-

gasaki a few years after
World War I1.

“The themes Ishig-
uro is most associated
with are already present
here: memory, time, and
self-delusion,” the Acad-
emy said.

“This is particularly
notable in his most re-
nowned novel, ‘The Re-
mains of the Day’,” which
was turned into a film
with Anthony Hopkins
acting as the duty-ob-
sessed butler Stevens.

“Ishiguro’s  writings
are marked by a carefully
restrained mode of ex-
pression, independent of
whatever events are tak-
ing place,” it said.

Apart from his eight
books, Ishiguro has also
written scripts for film
and television.

ahead of the crucial polls
in the next two months.
At least five political
parties, including the Ra-
striya Janata Party Nepal
(RJPN), the Federal So-
cialist Forum Nepal, the
Rastriya Prajatantra Par-

Anewly formed tropical depression in the Caribbean Sea could strengthen into a hurricane and move north into the Gulf of Mex-
ico by the weekend, the National Hurricane Centre has said. Tropical Depression 16 is currently around 200 miles southeast
of the Nicaragua and Honduras border. It is forecast to strengthen as it moves over warmer waters and could bring tropical storm
conditions and heavy rainfall to both countries into Thursday. Experts have said the system could affect parts of the northern Gulf
Coast, including Georgia and possibly Florida, as a hurricane by the weekend - bringing storm surges and heavy rainfall to the area.
The National Hurricane Centre (NHC) said residents along the Gulf Coast from Louisiana to Florida should monitor the progress of
the storm over the next few days.
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ty Nepal and the Nepal
Loktantrik Forum (NFL),
have decided to forge
an alliance with Nepali
Congress to counter the
grand leftist alliance.
Their decision comes
a day after the CPN-UML
led by K P Oli, CPN (Mao-
ist Centre) led by Pra-
chanda and Naya Shakti
Nepal led by Baburam
Bhattarai announced a
grand leftist alliance for

provincial and parlia-
mentary elections. The
Rastriya Prajatantra

Party Democratic is also
likely to join the alliance.

Fringe parties on both
sides of the political spec-
trum such as the Rastriya
Janamorcha and the Ne-
pal Workers and the Peas-
ant Party are under pres-
sure to choose between
the NC and the UML-led
alliances due to sharp po-

S

sacre.

“We cannot be defined by the evil that

threatens us. ...

We are defined by our love, our caring
and our courage...,” he said.

“Words cannot describe the bravery
that the whole world witnessed on Sunday

Trump in Las Vegas: America truly a nation in mourning

WASHINGTON, OcT 5 (PTI): With his coun-
trymen still coming to grips with the dead-
liest mass shooting in Las Vegas early this
week, US President Donald Trump has said
America is truly a nation in mourning as he
thanked the first responders who rushed to
save lives.
Trump travelled to Las Vegas yesterday
to meet with first responders and victims of
the mass shooting in the casino city. In the
deadliest mass shooting in modern Amer-
ican history, at least 59 people were killed
and over 500 injured after a gunman on the
32nd floor of a hotel and casino opened fire
on people at an outdoor country music fes-
tival below.
Surrounded by first responders, a som-
ber looking Trump accompanied with the
First Lady consoled the nation.
“The mass murder that took place on
Sunday night fills America’s heart with
grief. America is truly a nation in mourning,”
Trump said in his remarks.
The President returned to White House

late evening. He also visited injured in hos-
pital. He spoke of Charleston Hartfield, an
off-duty police officer who died in the mas-

said.

the horror of what has unfolded this week,
but we will struggle through it together, we
will endure the pain together, and we will
overcome together as Americans,” Trump

The US president however refrained
from talking about gun control laws, the de-
bate over which has rekindled in the after-
math of the shooting.

night,” he said during
a brief speech at the
Las Vegas Police De-
partment Command
Centre. Trump said
the Americans de-
fied death and ha-
tred with love and
courage and thanked
the first responders
on the behalf of the
“grateful nation”.

“In the months
ahead, we will all
have to wrestle with

wishers are requested to join us in
offering prayer at our residence at
Kazitar, Namchi, Below DIET Col-
lege, South Sikkim. We also like to
take this opportunity to express our
gratitude to all those who stood by

us during out time of bereavement.
Mrs Bina Rai (wife), Anju Rai(daugh-
ter) Navin Rai, Naresh Rai & Ro-
shan Rai (sons) & all family mem-
bers. Contact no 8389013622,
9738074877, 7679432754.

The Anthesthyi
Kriya of Late

Dilip Kumar
Rai who left for
his heavenly

abode on 1st Oc-
tober 2017 falls
on 8th October
2017 (Sunday).
All friends, rel-
atives and well

litical polarisation.
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READY? ACTION! Josh Brolin wore his Cable cos-
tume while filming scenes for Deadpool 2 in Van-
couver. He is also playing Thanos in the upcoming
installment of Avengers.

Ladies and gentlemen, start
your engines.

ast and Furious 9 finally

has a new release date.
The movie is now set to hit
theaters April 10, 2020—
about a year after its initial
release date. The official Fast
and Furious Twitter and Ins-
tagram accounts announced
the news on Wednesday.

The ninth film was orig-
inally scheduled to debut
April 19, 2019. Vin Diesel,
one of the stars of the mov-
ie franchise, announced the
making of the eighth, ninth
and tenth movies along with
their corresponding release
dates back in February 2016.
No word yet as to whether
the tenth film
will remain on

what's

ma surrounding Fast and
Furious 9. There seemed to
be some tension between
Tyrese Gibson and Dwayne
“The Rock” Johnson back
in September. Gibson left a
comment on one of Johnson’s
Instagram photos and sug-
gested that Johnson was in
talks to do a film centered on
his character Luke Hobbs.

“If you move forward
with that #Hobbs Movie you
will have purposely ignored
the heart to heart moment
we had in my sprinter,” Gib-
son wrote at the time in a
since-deleted comment on
the picture. “I don’t wan-
na hear from you until you
remember what we talked
about. I'm on your timeline
cause you’re not respond-
ing to my text messages
- #FastFamily is just that
a family....... We don’t fly
solo.”

schedule. this major

The de- movie star he’s
layed release TRENDINE my  brother”
date wasn'’t Gibson contin-
the only dra- ued. “I'm sim-

Gibson clearly had a lot to
say because he added anoth-
er lengthy comment—one
that mentioned the film’s re-
lease date.

“I have never and will

never have a
problem with

#Fast is like a HOLIDAY at
this point..... You [can’t] push
the release date of a holiday
bro... it'’s tradition it's fans
that are LOYAL.”

This also isn’'t the first
time the movie franchise has
pushed back a release date.

FASTAND FURIOUS 9°S NEW RELEASE DATE REVEALED

Fast and Furious 7 was de-
layed following the death of
Paul Walker. In addition to
scheduling the release of the
ninth movie, Diesel recently
announced a Fast and Furi-
ous Live Tour, which is set to
debut in 2018.

ply trying to reach him cause
he won'’t call me back about
this solo #HobbsMovie 1
want you to shoot it just not
right now cause the #Fast9
release date has already been
announced and we can’t let
our loyal fans #FastFamily
or our loyal fast and furi-
ous FANS down on any level
from pushing the date.......
Didn't you see how HUGE
#Fast8 was? It's because we
announced and KEPT our re-
lease date bro.”

“We do this on behalf
of the families, the cast, the
crew member who have been
down and loyal to us for 15
Everyone matters,”
. “When we shoot
we all eat, we we show up as
a FAMILY display our love,
our funny stuff, our story
lines and HEARTS in every
frame..... Me and the cast

06™ OCTOBER

1949- The Soviet Union cre-
ates the Democratic Republic
of Germany (East Germany)
within the Soviet occupation
zone.

1955- A United Airlines DC-4

crashed into a Wyoming
mountain peak, killing all 66
people on board.

1961- President John F. Ken-
nedy advises American fami-
lies to build bomb shelters to
protect them from atomic fall-
out in the event of a nuclear
war. Many Americans did pre-
pare for nuclear war by buying
up canned goods and building
backyard bomb shelters. Also
at the time many home build-
ers offered a bomb shelter as
part of new home packages.
1976- The Thailand defense
minister seized power today

THIS DAY

[VHISTORY

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History,
Namchi Govt. College

after fighting between leftist
and rightist forces following
the return of Thailand former
military dictator caused mass
rioting on the streets with a
number of public hangings by
rioters, in a press statement
he said he took power to stop
communist agitators from
continuing the unrest, and
marshal law will now be in-
stituted to bring back law and
order to the streets signalling
the return to military rule.
2013- Four people accused of
plotting to sabotage a nuclear
site were arrested in Iran. The
arrests came just after moves
by Iran and the United States
to come to terms with the
country’s nuclear program.

laugh because it seems like

DEEPIKA PADUKONE JOINS SHAH RUKH KHAN, KATRINA MIFIINDIIIIIISHM SHARIW FOR AANAND L RAI'S DWARF FILM?

eepika Padukone, who made her

debut alongside Shah Rukh Khan in
Om Shanti Om, is the latest name to crop
up in relation to Aanand L Rai’s unti-
tled dwarf film. Looks like this project is
turning out to be a complete star-stud-
ded affair with the likes of Salman Khan,
Alia Bhatt and now Deepika doing cam-
eos and actors like Shah Rukh, Anushka
Sharma and Katrina Kaif already in the
official cast.

As reported by DNA,
sources close to the production unit
told them, “While Katrina and Anushka

have been shoot-
ing for the film,

Deepika shot
for the guest
appearance re-

cently” And the
list doesn’t end
there. A long
line of celebri- |

Salman Khan was
reported to return
the Tubelight fa-
vor and do a cam-
eo for SRK in this
very film. Shah
Rukh also shared
a picture with his
leading ladies on

ties have apparently shot for the film.

N Alia Bhatt, Rani Mukerji,
“Ab Karisma Kapoor, Sridevi
and Kajol are just few of the names
that have been revealed till now. Even

Instagram a few days ago.

Talking of Deepika and Shah Rukh
Khan, their first film together, Om Shan-
ti Om also saw a star-studded dance se-
quence featuring the who’s who of Bolly-

wood. From Salman Khan to
Dharmendra, everyone made
an appearance to do the hook
step with SRK. And it looks
like, history will repeat itself
this time too. After Om Shanti
Om, Shah Rukh and Deepika
also share screen space in
Billu, Chennai Express and
Happy New YearAfter being
touted as Bollywood’s first
dwarf project, this Aanand
L Rai film is grabbing more
eyeballs with its stellar cast.

ITTEFAQ TRAILER:
SIDHARTH, SONAKSHI
AND AKSHAYE
KHANNA ON A
THRILLING CHASE TO
UNCOVER THE TRUTH

he trailer of Ittefaq wastes no time

trying to set up or build up its plot.
As soon as you hit play, you're sucked
into a dark, sinister world and Sidharth
Malhotra’s voice takes you further in.

“Uss raat accident mein mujhe kaa-
fi chot lagi thi” — coupled with a Hi-
tchock-esque background score, makes
for an interesting introduction to Ittefaq.
We then see a wounded Sidharth approach
Sonakshi Sinha (who plays Maya) in a dim-
ly lit building, explaining that his car has
broken down and he needs help. She is
hesitant at first, but allows him one phone
call. But, as most thriller films go, what
happens next will shock you.

We find out that Sidharth, who plays
Vikram Sethi, is framed for a double-mur-

der — first of his wife Katherine Sethi and
second, of a lawyer called Shikhar Sinha.
Here enters Akshaye Khanna, in some-
what a reprise of his role in Mom. With his
typical, cop-like heavy moustache and a
grim expression, he questions a confused
Vikram about the murders, while the latter
claims innocence on both counts.
However, when Maya is questioned by
the police, she has a different (more com-
plex) version of events that happened the
night Vikram knocked on her door. She is
also a suspect in the case. This murder case
now has two different versions of events,

and two suspects, but
one truth.

What  happened
that night? What hap-
pened to Vikram and
Maya? And will the
police be able to un-
cover the infamous
truth? These are the
questions that make
up the plot of Dharma
Productions’ Ittefaq,
directed by Abhay
Chopra.

Ittefaq is the directorial debut of Abhay
and a remake of his father late filmmaker
BR Chopra’s 1969 film of the same name.
The original film starred Rajesh Khanna,
Nanda and Iftekhar whose shoes will now
be filled by Sidharth, Sonakshi and Ak-
shaye respectively.

Ittefaq is co-produced by Karan Jo-
har’s Dharma Productions and Shah Rukh
Khan’s Red Chillies Entertainment. It is
slated to release on 3 November, along
with Rakhee Sandilya’s romantic comedy
Ribbon.
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HOEST & REINER

"WE'RE NOT ONLY UP THE CREEK WITHOUT A PADDLE,

ik e thelockhams. com

BUT THERE'S A HOLE IN THE CANOE™

POGS AREN'T ALLcWeD
IN THIS RESTAURANT.

THEY WolN'T KNow IF
SHE'S INPOGNITO
UNCER THE TABLE.

WHAT ARE YoU
DOING? TWENTY- FIVE...,

TM COUNTING THE DiNS
UNTIL SCHOOL STARTS AGIN,

ARIES: You may feel like a mouse
trying to get the cheese in the mid-
dle of the kitchen floor. From your
corner, you can see the cheese in the
distance. Yet you know a cat lurks
nearby. As soon as you step into the
open and out of your protected spot,
the cat will react quickly and with
great force. You might just want to
wait until another day before grab-
bing the cheese.

TAURUS: Your emotions receive a
boost of support from those around
you. Be careful that you don’t let
this energy go to your head. This
is a good day to sit back and gain
perspective on things instead of as-
suming you have all the answers.

THE DAY AHEAD

Opportunities will come to you
when you join a team of progressive
thinkers who aren’t afraid to push
beyond current boundaries.
GEMINI: Add a bit of spice in
your life by engaging in sponta-
neous activities. It’s time to get out
and enjoy more of the world. Ex-
plore those things that are inherent-
ly different from what you’d expect
to find. Pick the closed door instead
of the open one through which you
can see to the other side.

CANCER: There may be some
emotional strain and tension in
your world, but this can be rem-
edied when you look at things in
perspective. Don’t get weighed

down by passing moods that crip-
ple your productivity. Focus on the
things that are working well in your
life and concentrate your energy on
those. Your communication skills
and humanitarianism will pull you
out of your rut today.

LEO: People may be bearing down
hard on you. They will have some
facts to back themselves up. Your
brain is like a computer storing bits
of information to use at times like
this. No one is safe against a mental
and emotional arsenal like yours.
If you’ve done your homework
and prepared well, the challenges
should prove to be no problem for
you.

VIRGO: This is a great day for
you. You may feel like you can ex-
ercise more of your freedom. Break
any shackles that seem to be hold-
ing you back. There’s no reason to
feel hindered. Your adventuresome
attitude is brave, and there’s a great
deal of territory to conquer. Get fo-
cused and go. You have the green
light.

LIBRA: You’re in a sticky emo-
tional battle in which someone is
trying to twist your words to make
you look like the bad guy. As soon
as you try to get a project started,
someone moves counter to your
aims. Perhaps this is all due to a
misunderstanding. Take the time

to clear the air in all your relation-
ships.

SCORPIO: Friendships go sur-
prisingly well for you now, so look
to them for the support you seek.
Future plans may be uncertain, so
don’t worry about them now. It’s
important to bask in each moment
and give thanks for every breath.
You should feel good, so take ag-
gressive action.

SAGITTARIUS: Lessons may
come in odd shapes and sizes to-
day, so don’t feel like you need to
make immediate sense of every lit-
tle thing. Instead of overanalyzing
everything and becoming paralyzed
by the emotions you feel, take de-

cisive action and make mistakes.
This is where the lessons come in.
Let them teach you what you need
to know.

CAPRICORN: You’re in for some
unexpected surprises, but don’t
worry, because most of them will
be exciting and welcome. Prepare
yourself by being open and accept-
ing of other people and the new sit-
uations they bring. The path of least
resistance will take you exactly
where you need to go. Move toward
people who radiate loving, positive
energy.

AQUARIUS: You may feel like
you’re driving on a highway and
suddenly all the lanes merge. This

bottleneck should cause you tension
and difficulty. Your first reaction
may be to let all the other people
go by. Keep in mind that on a day
like this, you’ll never get where you
need to be unless you’re more ag-
gressive.

PISCES: You'll be at an advantage
if you can learn to distance yourself
from the emotional crux of the mat-
ter. Maintain a neutral viewpoint. It
will be important in order for you
to conduct yourself in the way you
need to in order to be successful.
Great flashes of inspiration result as
long as you can keep your mental
processes running smoothly.
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