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ATM fraudster 
arrested in 
Singtam  
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

A 34-year-old man was 
arrested by Singtam 

Police on 24 Mar after 
he allegedly withdrew 
Rs 10,000 from someone 
else’s account. 

The accused was re-
ported to the police by a 
Sang Khola resident who 
said that the accused had 
withdrawn Rs 10,000 
from his account without 
his consent. 

According to the com-
plainant, he had come to 
Singtam Bazaar to with-
draw money when he 
met the accused person. 
After not being able to 
withdraw money from 
an ATM due to unavail-
ability of cash there, the 
accused reportedly sug-
gested that he try and 
withdraw money from 
another ATM. 

The accused then re-
portedly followed him 
to the other ATM where 
he helped him punch the 
pin numbers as the com-
plainant could not see 
the digits clearly. He then 
reportedly withdrew Rs 
1,000 and headed home. 

Upon reaching home, 
the complainant reported-
ly received two messages 
saying that Rs 10,000 had 
been withdrawn from his 
account number. 

He immediately lodged 
a complaint at Singtam Po-
lice Station regarding the 
incident after which the 
accused was rounded up. 

After interrogation, 
the accused was placed 
under arrest and booked 
under Section 379 of Indi-
an Penal Code [Theft].

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

Union Minister for 
Women and Child 

Development, Maneka 
Gandhi, arrived in Gang-
tok today on a three-day 
tour today. 

On 26 Jan, Ms Gand-
hi is scheduled to visit 
Freedom Shelter Home, 
an ICDS centre at JN 
Road, the Women’s Help-
line Centre in Lumsey 
and Mamatalya Short 
Stay Home in Gangtok 
and Rainbow Children’s 

Home in Lingdok.
She is also sched-

uled to meet Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling at 
his of icial residence in 
Gangtok the same day. 

On her arrival, the 
State Social Justice Em-
powerment and Wel-
fare Department Min-
ister, Tulsi Devi Rai, 
and SJE&WD Secretary, 
Sarala Rai, called on the 
Union Minister. 

She is scheduled to 
head back to Delhi on 27 
March.

Maneka Gandhi arrives on 3-day visit to Sikkim

S , M  25 (PTI): Bembem 
Devi, the face of Indian women’s foot-
ball for the past couple of decades, 
on Sunday said Eastern Sporting 
Union’s performances will speak for 
themselves as the defending champi-
ons look to take home the crown that 
they earned last year when the Hero 
Indian Women’s League gets under-
way here on Monday.

“We are the defending champi-
ons and our aim is to take back home 
what we earned last year,” said Bem-
bem, who coaches Eastern Sporting 
Union.

“Being the defending champions, 
there is always an added pressure on 
you. The weight of expectations can 
be overwhelming. But if we as a team 
are not con ident enough in our abil-
ities then there is no point in taking 
the ield.

There is absolutely no alternative 
to not believing in yourself and play-
ing like champions,” she added.

Bembem said they are not wait-
ing on their past laurels. 

“Well some of the players played 

at the Senior NFC and they learnt 
that you can’t take anything for 
granted in football. This year we 

have brought in a few players and 
are not just resting on our previous 
achievements.

Just wait for us to take the ield 
and our performances will speak for 
themselves,” she said. 

The IWL had seen a reach of 8.8 
million on Facebook last year and 
even the Quali iers for Season 2 in 
Kohlapur had generated sizeable in-
terest.

Bembem said: “The interest in 
Women’s Football and football in 
general is growing in India. And if we 
can showcase good football, this in-
terest will grow even further.”

“It would be even better if exist-
ing teams in the top tiers take in-
terest in having their own Women’s 
team. I want to thank Gokulam Ker-
ala FC from the bottom of my heart 
for taking active interest in the wom-
en’s game,” the Arjuna Award winner 
added.

The IWL was held in Delhi last 

year and this time it inds home in 
Shillong in the North East and Bem-
bem is excited about it.

‘We all know how passionate the 
North East is about football. We can 
expect good crowds to come in and 
support us,” said the hopeful Coach.

Recent times have seen new 
power centres come up with Tamil 
Nadu winning the Senior Women’s 
National Football Championship and 
Chandigarh coming on top in the 
Sub-Junior Girls National Football 
Championship. Both times, it was 
Manipur who came up short.

“It is actually good that new 
teams are winning at the nation-
al level. It shows how the game is 
spreading in different parts of the 
country,” Bembem said, adding, “I 
want to congratulate Tamil Nadu 
for the super display in Cuttack and 
also the AIFF for the work they have 
done at the grassroot level across the 
country.”

Our performances will speak for themselves, says Bembem

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

Union Minister for 
Women and Child 

Development, Maneka S 
Gandhi called on Gover-
nor ShriniwasPatil at Raj 
Bhavan on her arrival at 
Gangtok today, a press 
release informs.

Ms Gandhi was re-
ceived at Raj Bhavan by 
First Lady Rajanidevi Patil.

This was a courtesy 

call by the Union Minis-
ter who is on a three-day 
visit to Sikkim.

In a brief meeting 
with the Minister, the 
Governor provided a brief 
insight over the history 
of Raj Bhavan, Sikkim. He 
also gave a brief account 
of the visits of Former 
Prime Ministers, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and In-
dira Gandhi to Sikkim.

The release reads that 

Ms Gandhi praised the 
beauty and serenity of Sik-
kim and urged the Gover-
nor to explore the option 
of producing and export-
ing orchids as a pro itable 
business venture for the 
development of State. 

She said that she wants 
to see Sikkim take the 
lead as a major producer 
and exporter of orchids 
besides organic farming, 
reads the rlease.

...calls on Governor at Raj Bhavan

G , 25 M  (IPR): The third 
edition of the International Nepali 
Women Sahitya Sammelan was held 
today at Sikkim Manipal University 
with Chief Minister Pawan Chamling 
as the chief guest.

Addressing large gathering of 
litterateurs, writers, scholars from 
different parts of India, Nepal and 
other Asian countries, Mr Cham-
ling stressed that there was need to 
explore organic farming more and 
urged the Nepali authors and poets 
to take up organic farming in their 
respective countries.

The CM said literature holds 
deep signi icance as it symbolizes 
one’s real identity and culture. 

He urged the gathered scholars 
to preserve literature and culture 
to guide future generations of the 
world in the right direction.  

He further suggested that the 
writers, poets, intellectuals, re-
searchers and students keep them-
selves updates with new digital plat-
forms like e-books and new technol-
ogies to keep up with the ‘ever mod-
ernizing tech era’. 

He also urged Sikkimese writers, 
poets and researchers to write on Sik-
kim’s development and achievements. 

“We lag behind in creating well 
known, intelligent and informed 
people in society as we still follow 
traditional patterns and there is 
need to change the people’s mind-
sets and make them intellectuals as 
also good human beings,” he added. 

Talking about the Nepali commu-
nity and literature, he said that writ-

ers can come up with works to help 
unite people and wipe out evils such 
as such as communalism and racism 
that divide society.

On the role of women in Sikkim, the 
CM said that women were the pillars of 
the strong and united society here.

Comparing the status of women 
to other States of the country, Mr 

Chamling pointed out that Sikkimese 
women enjoy equal treatment as 
men in all sections of the society. 

“Sikkim strives to be an example 
in spreading the virtue of women’s 
rights and equality throughout the 
country,” he said. 

He also enlightened on how the 
State is focusing on education to 

make its future generation strong and 
well updated with the modern world. 

He further spoke about the Uni-
versal Inclusive Programme scheme 
under which the government will 
open a bank account in the name of 
housewives and the bene its will be 
directly transferred to their accounts.

Earlier, Mr Chamling was felici-
tated by International Nepali Sahitya 
Society for his contribution towards 
literature.

During the programme, ive au-
thors were awarded for their contri-
butions towards literature. The Chief 
Minister also released seven books 
on the occasion.

The programme was attended by 
Minister for Social Justice, Empow-
erment and Welfare Department, 
Tulshi Devi Rai who is also the Chair-
man of the 03rd International Nepali 
Women Sahitya Society, Minister for 
Cultural Affairs and Heritage Depart-
ment, G.M Gurung, International Ne-
pali Sahitya Society President, Pad-
am Biswakarma, litterateurs from 
Sikkim, Darjeeling and other states 
of India, Nepal and USA, students 
from Sikkim University, Sikkim Gov-
ernment College, Tadong and other 
educational institutes.

CM highlights role of writers in creating an informed society
03RD INTERNATIONAL NEPALI WOMEN SAHITYA SAMMELAN HELD IN GANGTOK

N  D , M  25 
(PTI): Rejecting the rec-
ommendations of the 
Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on the 
National Medical Com-
mission bill, the Indian 
Medical Association, the 
largest body of private 
doctors in India, today 
called for an inde inite 
strike from April 2.

More than 25,000 
doctors from across India 
today held a ‘mahapan-
chayat’ at the Indira 
Gandhi Stadium in Delhi 
and opposed the parlia-
ment panel’s recommen-
dations and the bill.

The NMC bill propos-
es to allow practitioners 
of alternative medicines 
- such as homoeopathy 
and ayurveda - to practice 
modern medicine once 
they complete a “bridge 
course”. It also proposes 

that the National Licenti-
ate Examination (NLE) be 
made compulsory for any 
MBBS doctor, including a 
foreign graduate, to make 
them eligible to practice 
medicine in India.

The parliamentary 
panel has recommended 
that the “bridge course” 
should not be made a 
mandatory provision. It 
has also suggested to in-
tegrate the NLE with the 
inal year MBBS exam.

The doctors say the 
panel’s suggestions are 
“deceptive”.

IMA national presi-
dent Ravi Wankhedkar 
said all medical students 
and doctors will go on 
an inde inite strike on 
April 2. He said there was 
no need for the govern-
ment to make any law if 
they want to boost only 

Docs reject Parl Panel 
suggestions, call inde inite 

strike from April 2
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ICFAI UNIV’S ABLAZE 
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pg02

STOP-PRESS
Explosion in 
Panan HEP 
magazine 

house, homes 
report cracks 
in Laven and 

Lingzya
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
D , 25 M :   

Several houses in 
Laven ward of Lin-

them-Lingdem GPU and 
Lingzya ward under Sa-
kyong-Pentong GPU of 
Dzongu North Sikkim 
have developed cracks 
and suffered damage due 
to an explosion at the 
project site of Himagiri 
Power Project at Panang.   

Details were sketchy 
at the time of going to 
print, but sources in-
form that an explosion 
occured in the Magazine 
House of the project at 
around 8:00 PM at Tik-
daa (Lingzya) last night.   

It is learnt that Man-
gan Police have arrested 
three operators and the 
investigation is underway.

The Sub-Division-
al Magistrate, Dzongu, 
along with the BDO visit-
ed the spot today to take 
the stock of damages.
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Despite dustbins and 
awareness camps!

YOGEN THATAL
Singtam, 25 Mar: The Singtam Nagar Panchayat and UD&HD of ice here have gone 
to great lengths to discourage irresponsible littering around town. From providing 
dustbins at public places to handing over bins to segregate waste at home, the con-
cerned agencies have worked hard to instil better civic sense. And yet, scenes like 
these are not rare. The above photograph is of a corner of Ward No. 2 of Singtam 
town. Who can one blame for this? While on Ward No. 2, it also requires mention 
here that the public toilet here in desperate need for better upkeep.

REBYNA RANA
G , 25 M :

The second edition of the 
ABLAZE event organised by IC-

FAI University, Sikkim, wrapped up 
today at Mannan Kendra here. 

The valedictory function of the 
three-day long event was attended 
by Governor Shriniwas Patil as the 
chief guest. 

Earlier, the Governor inaugu-
rated the Career Counseling Cell 
and tree plantation unit at the uni-
versity premises after which the 
function proceeded towards Man-
nan Kendra for the main event.

The Governor, in his address, 

urged the students to promote 
their skills and utilize the opportu-
nities provided by the government. 
He talked about the further boost 
that employment opportunities 
in the State will receive with the 
establishment of Pakyong Airport 
and the upcoming railway project. 

He further urged the students 
to utilize the State-wide organic 
movement and explore the options 
that Sikkim, as a tourism hub, pro-
vides by building companies and 
discovering startup ideas for a bet-
ter future. 

He concluded his address by 
congratulating the ICFAI Uni-
versity management team and 

students for making the event a 
grand success.  

The Governor was accompa-
nied by Vice Chancellor, Dr. Jagan-
nath Paitnaik, Registrar Sonam 
Tshering Vechungpa, Special Of i-
cer, Vivek Phadkar, faculty mem-
bers and students. 

The prize distribution ceremo-
ny was also held during the pro-
gramme during which winners of 
various competitions held as part 
of Ablaze were presented with cer-
ti icates. 

The function wrapped up with 
a live performance of Nepali rock 
band, Mantra.

ICFAI Univ’s Ablaze wraps up 
with Governor and Mantra

Block No. of Post Block No. of Post
Khamdong 1 Ranka 1
Pakyong 1 Rhenock 1

Regu 1 Gangtok 3
Martam 2 Duga 1

Parkha 1

                                    Total vacancy : 12

Last Date of Receiving filled in  Application : 31st March 2018

Nehru Yuva Kendra, Gangtok 
Metro Point, opposite Mount Zion School, Tadong
Gangtok, East Sikkim Ph. 9593373387, 9434406761
Office No. 03592 231247

Details of Vacant Position of NYC Volunteers for NYK, Malda

Departmetn of Youth Affairs 

Candidates must be resident of Particular Block 

Government of India
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports

CALL FOR NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS
Enrollment of National Youth Corps Volunteers

for District North Sikkim

NATIONAL YOUTH CORPS

Government of India seeks young persons to help , channelise their energies and 
capabilities towards nation building activities by organising them into volunteers 
groups. You shall be asked to sperehead campaign/awareness programmes about 
health, literacy, sanitation, gender and other social issues and may also be called 
upon to assist the administration in emergency or implementation of various 
programmes.
ii) Eligibility: i) Education: Atleast class X Pass (Class-X),                                           ii) 
Age: Between 18 Years and 29 Years as on 1st April 2018,                                             
iii) No Regular Students are Eligible  for applying for NY Volunteership
Honorarium: Rs. 5000/- p.m. all inclussive initially for one year. This is neither a paid 
employment nor confers any legal right on the volunters to claim employment with the 
Government.

How to Apply: Visit the Department's Website: www. Nyks.org [ Blog- National Youth Corps] 
for details of the Scheme, Application Proforma and Online application and also apply 
offline to the:

District Youth Coordinator

AYUSH, homeopathy, pharmacists 
and dentist.

“The PSC report is deceptive to 
such an extent that it will open up 
the loodgates to allow back-door 
entry to cross-pathy, thereby pro-
moting quackery legally. Even af-
ter the cosmetic amendments, the 
core issues still remain where it is,” 
Wankhedkar said.

Declaring hospitals “safe 
zones” was one of the issues dis-
cussed at the mahapanchayat.

Vinay Aggarwal, coordinator 

of the mahapanchayat, empha-
sized on the issue of violence 
against doctors and insisted that 
the “problems faced by doctors are 
enough, now it’s time to payback”.

People should understand the 
meaning of medical negligence and 
that a doctor never intends to per-
form a wrong surgery, the IMA said. 
It demanded no criminal prosecu-
tion for “minor clinical errors”.

RN Tandon, honorary secre-
tary-general of the IMA, said: “The 
NMC is a pro-private management 
bill paving the way for widespread 

corruption... All arguments of the 
government are hollow and its in-
tention is mala ide and harmful.” 

Wankhedkar said the provi-
sions to open new medical col-
leges are ambiguous and the pro-
visions to begin PG courses are 
unregulated.

“Recommendation to increase 
the regulation of fee in private 
medical colleges from 40 to 50 per 
cent does not make a material dif-
ference. However, lack of clarity on 
implementation may jeopardise 
the decision itself,” he added.

Docs reject Parl Panel suggestions, 
call inde inite strike from April 2
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AirAsia offer: 
Domestic light 
tickets to start 
from Rs 850, 
int’l at Rs 1,999
N  D , M  25 
(PTI): AirAsia today an-
nounced fares as low as 
Rs 850 to domestic des-
tinations and Rs 1,999 
to international desti-
nations, if tickets are 
booked from its website 
or mobile app between 
March 26 and April 1.

The fares would be 
applicable for travel be-
tween October 1 to May 
28, the airline said in a 
statement.

The promotional one 
way all-in fares start 
from Rs 850 and the 
discount applies to all 
bookings made through 
airasia.com and the 
AirAsia mobile applica-
tion, it said.

Tickets to inter-
national destinations 
such as Kuala Lum-
pur, Bangkok, Phuket 
and Melbourne can 
also be booked at as 
low as Rs 1,999, the 
statement said.

AirAsia has services 
to domestic destina-
tions such as Bengalu-
ru, Ranchi, Jaipur, Bhu-
baneswar, Visakhapa-
tnam, Nagpur, Indore, 
Kochi, Hyderabad, Pune, 
Guwahati, Chennai and 
Kolkata, it said.

The promotional of-
fers can be availed for 
these destinations, the 
statement added.

M ZULQERNAIN 
L , M  25 (PTI):

The Pakistan government will 
for the irst time put on display 

the case ile of the trial of legend-
ary Indian freedom ighter Bhagat 
Singh among other historical doc-
uments here tomorrow.

This was decided at a meet-
ing of the Punjab government 
top bureaucrats, headed by chief 
secretary Zahid Saeed, which pro-
claimed the revolutionary Singh as 
“hero of both India and Pakistan”.

“The meeting decided that 

Bhagat Singh was the Indepen-
dence movement hero of both 
India and Pakistan. The people of 
the country have the right to know 
about his (Singh) and his com-
rades’ great struggle to get free-
dom from the British Raj,” an of i-
cial of the Punjab government told 
PTI today.

The exhibition will take place 
at the Anarkali tomb in Lahore 
which houses the Punjab Archive 
Department.

The of icial said letters written 
by Singh from jail to his father and 

for getting ‘A Class’ after declar-
ing himself and others as political 
prisoners and books, newspapers, 
record of the hotels where he and 
others stayed when underground 
would also be exhibited.

The application Singh had writ-
ten for facilities carried his signa-
tures.

“The revolutionary signi icant-
ly did not end each application 
with the customary ‘yours truly’ or 
‘obediently’. Instead he chose the 
words ‘Yours etc. etc.’ showing his 
resilience in the face of tyranny,” 

the of icial said.
The case ile contents to be dis-

played tomorrow also include the 
court’s order convicting him and 
his associates Rajguru and Sukh-
dev, black warrants and the jailer’s 
report con irming their hanging.

The locations where Singh and 
his associates used to stay, includ-
ing a factory on Ravi Road, a rented 
house in Gowalmandi, another in 
Mozang and in Kashmir Building 
on McLeod Road, admission reg-
ister of a comrade from the DAV 
college, books, novels and revo-

lutionary literature which Bhagat 
Singh would read are also being 
displayed.

The books include ‘Punjab 
Tragedy’, ‘Zakhmi Punjab’, ‘Ganga 
Das Dakoo’, ‘Sultana Dakoo’, ‘The 
Evolution of Sinn Fein’ and ‘History 
of the Sinn Fein Movement’.

The case iles contain docu-
ments showing how the British 
India police and agencies had bust-
ed the team of Singh comprising 
around 25 members from different 
parts of India and established their 
links with the Hindustan Socialist 

Republican Army and the Nau-
jawan Bharat Sabha.

Singh was hanged by British 
rulers on March 23, 1931 at the 
age of 23 in Lahore, after being 
tried under charges for hatching 
a conspiracy against the colonial 
government. The case was iled 
against Singh, Sukhdev and Rajgu-
ru for allegedly killing British po-
lice of icer John P Saunders.

The documents to be displayed 
also include postmortem reports 
of Saunders and constable Charan 
Singh, the of icial said.

Pakistan to exhibit archives of Bhagat Singh case trial at Anarkali Tomb in Lahore

N  D , M  25 
(PTI): Congress Pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi 
today attacked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
over allegations of data 
sharing from his official 
App without users’ con-
sent, a charge the BJP 
trashed.

Gandhi also accused 
the media of “burying” 
the story.

His attack on the 
prime minister was 
based on a media report 
in which a French vig-
ilante hacker has pur-
portedly alleged that 
data was stolen from 
his official App -- NaMo 
App -- without consent 
of the users.

“Hi! My name is Nar-
endra Modi. I am India’s 

Prime Minister. When 
you sign up for my of i-
cial App, I give all your 
data to my friends in 
American companies, 
Gandhi said on Twitter.

In the tweet, he also 
attached a news story 
titled, Data theft allega-
tions reaches PM Modi’s 
doorstep, French vigi-
lante hacker’s stunning 
revelation”.

The BJP reacted on 
Twitter saying, it did not 
expect “any better” from 
the Congress chief. It also 
said the data is used only 
for analytics using third 
party service, similar to 
Google Analytics.

“We also take this op-
portunity to encourage 
Rahul Gandhi to down-
load NaMo App to keep 

himself appraised of the 
good things happening in 
India,” the BJP4India said 
in a tweet. It put out sev-
eral tweets on the matter.

The BJP said “con-
trary to Rahul’s lies, fact 
is that data is being used 
for only analytics using 
third party service, sim-
ilar to Google Analytics. 
Analytics on the user 
data is done for offering 
users the most contextu-
al content.” 

It said the app gives 
access to users in guest 
mode’ without even any 
permission or data. The 
permissions required 
are all contextual and 
cause-specific, the par-
ty said.

“Rahul Gandhi is 
no match for Narendra 

Modi. But seeing his 
fright about the Namo 
App, is very amusing. 
When his bots tried to 
trend #DeleteNamoApp 
day before yesterday, the 
popularity and down-
loads of Namo App only 
increased,” it said.

In his tweet, Gandhi 
also attacked the media 
saying on Twitter, “Ps. 
Thanks mainstream me-
dia, you’re doing a great 
job of burying this criti-
cal story, as always.” 

The Congress and 
the BJP have indulged 
in a slinging match over 
data theft and the use of 
services of Cambridge 
Analytica, accused of 
harvesting data from 
Facebook.

Rahul attacks PM over data sharing; BJP hits back
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Gangtok on 

Monday, 
26 Mar

Temp: 24°C /08°C
Forecast: Times of 
sun and clouds with 
a couple of showers 
and a thunderstorm 
in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 05:34 AM
Sunset: 5:50 PM

to book 
advertise-
ments in 

SummitTimes
call

03592-208698
9734152541
9647102692

advertise@sum-
mittimes.com

Kutse Shegu
The 49th Day Kutse 
Shegu of Late Phichi 
Bhutia of Linkey Busty, 
who left for  heavenly 
abode on 10.02.2018 
falls on 29.03.2018. 
All relatives, friends 
and well wishers are 
requested to join us 
in off ering prayers to 
departed soul at our 
resident at Burtuk 
Helipad, Gangtok. 
We off er our sincere 
gratitude towards those 
who stood by us in the 
time of bereavement.

Mrs Karma Doma 
Bhutia (wife)- 9002372646,  

Ms Karma Doka Bhutia 
(daughter), Mr Chung 
Chung Bhutia (brother 
in law)- 9563337908, 

Mr. Lala Bhutia (brother 
in law)- 9434710142

Government of Sikkim
Buildings & Housing Department

No: 24/ETENDER/BHD/2018 Dated: 22/03/2018

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Superintending Engine er (S&W), Buildings & Hous-
ing Department, Government of Sikkim invites percentage rate tenders from qualifi ed 
Class IIB contractors, within the West District, enlisted with the SPWD in single cover sys-
tem through e-procurement. The bids should be submi  ed online through the website 
www.sikkimtender.gov.in for the work as listed below:

Sl. 
No Name of Works

Bid security 
2.5% of 
the bid 
value (Rs. In 
Lakhs)

Bid value 
(Rs. In 
Lakhs)

Cost of 
tender/ 
bid form 
(Rs in 
Lakhs)

Com-
ple  on 
period

1 2 3 4 5 6

1
Construc  on of Addi  onal 
Court Bilding at Gyalshing, 
West Sikkim

6.01 240.73 0.30 18 
months

IMPORTANT EVENTS

i) Publishing of Online Tender in eprocurement portal : 22nd March, 2018

ii) Uploading of bidding documents in e-procurement 
portal

: 22nd March, 2018

iii) Document download/ Sale start date and  me : 22nd March, 2018 
11:00 onwards

iv) Last date & Time for seeking clarifi ca  on regarding 
bids

: 24th March, 2018 
upto 1500 Hrs

v) Last date for online Submission of completed bids : 26th April, 2018 
upto 1600 Hrs

vi) Date of opening of Tender bids : 27th April, 2018 at 
1200 Hrs

For all details on the bid visit www.sikkimtender.gov.in
Sd/-

Superintending Engineer (S&W)
Buildings & Housing Department,

RO No: 646/IPR/Pub/classi/17-18 Dt: 24-03-2018  Government of Sikkim

YOUGAN TAMANG
G , 25 M :

Sikkim has always been 
known as the Land of Or-

chids, the Abode of Khangc-
hendzonga, now an Organic 
State as well. But Sikkim has 
also been the home of legends, 
producing many iconic ig-
ures. The entire region of Sik-
kim and Darjeeling over the 
years has produced many tal-
ented football players. Bhaic-
hung Bhutia, Sanju Pradhan, 
Nirmal Chettri from Sikkim to 
name the recent and current 
favourites. There were also 
legendary football players like 
Chandan Singh Rawat, Urgen 
Lama ‘Mini’ from Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong and Pem Dorji 
from Sikkim.

Here’s a recall story of the 

legendary footballer from Sik-
kim, the Late Pem Dorji, who 
captained the Indian football 
team for a brief period in the 
mid-Eighties and whose story, 
unfortunately, has somewhat 

faded from public memory.
Born in the year 1958 in 

the small hamlet of Ben in 
South Sikkim to Ganesh Ku-
mari Gurung and Gyampu T 
Chingapa, Pem Dorji complet-

ed his fundamentals from Ka-
limpong’s Scottish University 
Mission Institute [SUMI] and 
later from Pelling Senior Sec-
ondary School in West Sikkim.

From his childhood days, 
the name Pem Dorji was syn-
onymous with football. 

His passion for the game 
made him part of the irst 
Sikkim State football team 
which played at the Nation-
al Championships in Coim-
batore in 1976. 

The tournament passaged 
his entry into the world of 
professional football. Pem 
Dorji played as a defender 
and mid ielder and scripted 
many memorable perfor-
mances during a career which 
stretched almost a decade.

Soon after his state-lev-
el debut, Pem Dorji started 

playing for Mohammedan 
Sporting, a club he joined in 
1980. Shortly after, in 1982, 
he became the irst Sik-
kimese to captain the Indi-
an national football team in 
the Pre-Olympic tournament 
held in Malaysia.

Gradually, Pem Dorji went 
on to represent India in sev-
eral international games. He 
played at the Chinese Great 
Wall Cup in 1984 and won 
the prestigious medal for the 
country. 

He was also part of the In-
dian Football Team at South 
Asian Federation Games and 
further played the famous 
Asia Cup in Abu Dhabi in 
1988. 

Pem Dorjee represented 
India in the Nehru Gold Cup 
in the year 1983, 1984-85 and 

1988 and in The President’s 
Cup at Dhaka, Bangladesh, in 
1983-84 and 1987.

Pem Dorji, a passionate 
footballer from Sikkim, played 
for various clubs during his 
lifetime. He was a part of Ma-
hendra Police Club of Nepal, 
Mohammedan Sporting Club, 
East Bengal, Mohun Bagan AC 
and FCI- Calcutta.

The passionate footbal-
ler, however, left the world 
too soon and passed away 
aged 42. He had been bat-
tling cancer for a long time 
and breathed his last in a 
nursing home in Calcutta on 
18 Oct 2001. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Pushpa Yonzon, and children 
Zennyla Bhutia and Marco 
Bhutia. Sikkim will always be 
proud of Pem Dorji.

Pem Dorji, the star who shone bright but left us too early

CM’s Ram 
Navami 
greetings 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling and Tika 

Maya Chamling have ex-
tended warm greetings 
and best wishes to the 
people of Sikkim on the 
occasion of Ram Navami.

In a message released 
today, they convey: “The 
auspicious festival cele-
brates the birth of Lord 
Ram, the seventh incar-
nation of Bhagwan Shri 
Vishnu. It is considered 
as one of the most ancient 
Indian festivals in the 
country since it celebrates 
the birthday of Lord Ram 
who slew Ravana, the 
Asur King, and the victory 
of good over evil.”

The Chief Minister has 
said that the festival epito-
mizes the ideal of sel less-
ness and duty over self, 
saying, “On the occasion, 
let’s commit ourselves 
to our duties, the wider 
cause of society and the 
country, leaving aside all 
our personal motives.”

Governor greets 
Sikkim on 
Ram Navami 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

Governor Shriniwas 
Patil, and the First 

Lady, Rajanidevi Patil, 
have extended greetings 
to the people of Sikkim 
on the occasion of Ram 
Navami.

In a press release re-
ceived from Raj Bhavan, 
the Governor has said 
that the festival reminds 
us to uphold the humani-
ty and dedicate ourselves 
to our duties and respon-
sibilities.

“Ram Navami, the aus-
picious day of the birth 
of ‘Maryada Purosottam 
Rama’ falling on the ninth 
day of ‘Chaitra Navaratri’ 
is one of the most cele-
brated festivals in Indian 
culture. Regarded as the 
seventh incarnation of 
Lord Vishnu, Sri Rama’s 
life and deeds epitomise 
the ideals of sel lessness 
and duty over self. Ra-
mayana, the chronicle of 
Rama is an eternal source 
of wisdom and light for 
the people committed for 
the common good of so-
ciety since ancient times,” 
the message reads. 

“Let us join hands to 
work for the wider cause 
of society and the coun-
try, and enrich ourselves 
with the core values and 
ideals that our culture 
represents,” the Governor 
has said.  

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 25 M : 

Vidya Bharati, Sikkim, 
awarded nineteen 

meritorious students of 
its schools at a function 
held here at the Press 
Club of Sikkim on Sunday. 

Seventeen students 
were awarded with Bhau-
rao Devras Chatra Puras-
kar, while two students 
received the Late Chinta-
mani Dahal scholarship.

The function was 
chaired by Vidya Bharati 
Sikkim president, Chul-
tim Bhutia, while Rural 
Management Develop-
ment Department Super-
intending Engineer, Hari 
Shankar Sharma, was 
present as the chief guest.

In his address, Mr 

Bhutia spoke brie ly 
about the activities and 
contributions made by 
Vidya Bharati in the ield 
of education in the State. 

He stressed the need 
for people’s participation 
and contribution to edu-
cate every child. He also 
stated that Vidya Bharati 
schools have been work-
ing for overall develop-
ment of children all over 
the State.

The chief guest ap-
preciated the works and 
initiatives of the organi-
sation in the ield of edu-
cation in the State. 

He also stated that 
such awards will motivate 
and encourage students. 

Mr Sharma fur-
ther encouraged Vidya 
Bharati Sikkim to keep 

on motivating and edu-
cating children for a bet-
ter tomorrow.

Vidya Bharati Sikkim 
convener, Mohan Shar-
ma, in turn shared the 
contributions and ser-
vice of Bhaurao Devras in 
the ield of education and 
other areas in the coun-
try. He informed that 
Bhaurao Devras Chatra 
Puraskar was started in 
2005 and altogether 53 
students have already re-
ceived the cash award. 

Vidya Bharati Sikkim 
general secretary, Bijay 
Sharma, mentioned that 
Vidya Bharati schools 
have been working for 
the overall development 
of children and to bring 
out an able and strong 
human resource. 

On the occasion, 
the organisation also 
thanked Khem Raj Da-
hal for starting the Late 
Chintamani Dahal schol-
arship in the memory of 
his late father to moti-
vate students.

Vidya Bharati Sikkim fetes 19 students with 
awards and meritorious scholarship 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 25 M :

A nine-member team 
of Sikkim Ama-

teur Wushu Association 
[SAWA] left for Jammu 
today to participate in 
the 17th Sub-Junior Na-
tional Wushu Champi-
onship 2018 to be held 
there from 27 to 31 Mar.

The State team com-
prises of: Semina Rai 
[32 kg], Ongmit Lepcha 
[45kg], Ajay Gurung [24 
kg], Aaron Limboo [28 
kg], Ayush Chettri [36 
kg], Bikash Chettri [39 
kg], Rigal Gurung [42 
kg], Nishal Chettri [52 
kg] and Ima Hang Subba 
[32 kg].

The team is being ac-
companied by Aron Gu-
rung and Benita Rai as 

coaches and Dipen Shan-
kar as national referee.

Team coach, Mr Gu-

rung, mentioned that 
the team has undergone 
rigorous coaching and is 

set to give the best per-
formance in the champi-
onship. 

State Wushu team leaves for Jammu

D , M  25 (PTI): Austra-
lia captain Steve Smith was today 
handed a one-match suspension 
and ined 100 percent of his match 
fee by ICC after he owned up to 
a ball-tampering conspiracy in 
South Africa, which plunged the 
sport into crisis leading to his oust-
er from the top job.

Smith admitted that he was par-
ty to a decision to attempt to change 
the condition of the ball in order to 
gain an unfair advantage during the 
third day’s play in the Cape Town 
Test against South Africa yesterday.

Additionally, Australia opener 
Cameron Bancroft has been ined 
75 per cent of his match fee and 
handed three demerit points for 
breaching Level 2 of the ICC Code of 
Conduct during the third day’s play.

ICC Chief Executive David Rich-
ardson laid the charge against 
Smith under to Article 2.2.1 of 
the ICC Code of Conduct for Play-

ers and Player Support Personnel 
which prohibits to ‘all types of con-
duct of a serious nature that is con-
trary to the spirit of the game’.

Smith accepted the charge and 
the proposed sanction of two sus-
pension points which equates to 
a ban for the next Test match and 
which will see four demerit points 
added to his record.

Richardson said: “The decision 
made by the leadership group of the 
Australian team to act in this way is 
clearly contrary to the spirit of the 
game, risks causing signi icant damage 
to the integrity of the match, the play-
ers and the sport itself and is therefore 
‘serious’ in nature. “As captain, Steve 
Smith must take full responsibility for 
the actions of his players and it is ap-
propriate that he be suspended.” 

Smith, who has established 
himself as the world’s premier Test 
batsman, has also often attracted 
attention for occasional serious 

lapses of judgement.
Richardson said, “The game 

needs to have a hard look at itself. 
In recent weeks we have seen in-
cidents of ugly sledging, send-offs, 
dissent against umpires’ decisions, 
a walk-off, ball tampering and 
some ordinary off- ield behaviour.

“The ICC needs to do more to 
prevent poor behaviour and better 
police the spirit of the game, de in-
ing more clearly what is expected 
of players and enforcing the regu-
lations in a consistent fashion.” 

The former South Africa stump-
er has called on the member nations 
to uphold the spirit of the game.

Bancroft admitted that he 
breached the ICC Code of Conduct 
for Players which relates to “chang-
ing the condition of the ball.” and 
accepted the sanction proposed by 
Andy Pycroft of the Elite Panel of ICC 
Match Referees, and as such there 
was no need for a formal hearing.

Smith suspended for one Test, Bancroft 
handed three demerit points
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Either Instill Mediocrity 
or Prepare Achievers
Not just quotas, expand access 

to quality education as well

Little over a decade back, it took the Supreme Court 
to hold the Centre’s hand from forcing a 27 per 

cent blanket reservation for Other Backward Class-
es in elite educational institutions without a clearly 
reasoned out plan. This reservation was eventually 
extended, but only after it became more effective, and 
this was done by excluding the “creamy layer” from 
partaking in the quota envisioned for backward class-
es. In its original form, the reservation was clearly in-
spired by vote-bank politics, an impertinence which 
compromises futures, sidesteps merit and, more dan-
gerously, undermines genuine issues. To stay with the 
topic, back in 2006 during the initial hearings on the 
case, the Supreme Court did not stay the proposed res-
ervation because OBC’s did not deserve it or because 
the general category students would have suffered; 
its hand was forced when it became clear that the 
well-being of OBC’s was not the real reason why the 
quota was being proposed. Had it been so, the Central 
Educational Institutions Act [which allows for the res-
ervation] would have been a more intelligent piece of 
legislation, not one that justi ied the reservations on 
the basis of census data collected in 1931! Had those 
who drafted and pushed the quota plan been even re-
motely motivated to improve the lot of the OBC’s, they 
would have irst informed themselves better with at 
least up-to-date data on how many there were still 
OBC and a clear idea of who the ‘socially and economi-
cally backward’ people of the country were. Neither of 
this was apparently done.

This is not a rant against reservations/ quotas, be-
cause these are clearly required in a country where 
discrimination continues to dominate decisions and in 
such an environment, a dictated-by-law quota is the 
closest that sections of the society which have tradi-
tionally been denied and left-out can receive a stab at 
access, and through such access, equality. 

Returning to what this piece began with, why was 
the original proposal so super icial? The simple an-
swer is - when vote-banks can be captured with rhet-
oric and sops, there is no pressure for genuine af ir-
mative action. But the initial SC observations brought 
people out on the streets protesting or celebrating 
the Supreme Court ruling, depending on which side 
of the divide they found themselves - with emotional 
responses. That is where things go wrong, in India and 
even in Sikkim. Emotions are necessary to motivate in-
terest; reactions and stands, on the other hand, should 
low from informed debate, sound reasoning and long-

term perspective. It is in this regard that those who 
have enjoyed quotas and reservations need to step 
back and take stock. Has reservation delivered on its 
original statement of objects and reasons? Obviously 
not, because while those already within the quotas are 
seeking more exclusive niches, those outside are shor-
ing up arguments to justify inclusion in the reserved 
categories.

Quotas, protectionism and reservations kill com-
petence in the long run because they snigger at am-
bition. What these vote-banks should now demand is 
a stronger foundation. The demand should be for the 
setting up of quality schools equipped with the best 
infrastructure and staffed with the best educators 
available, teaching from syllabus and courses that are 
contemporary and forward looking. These should be 
institutions of such excellence that everyone will want 
to study in them and arrangements should be made 
for a quota for general students instead so that the in-
teraction makes everyone richer from the experience. 
If this is done, the marginalized and the socially and 
economically backward will turn the tide in one gen-
eration. Where seventy-one years [for India] and 43 
years [for Sikkim] of protection and reservation have 
met with only limited success, this one instance of de-
livery on a genuine need will succeed within less than 
a decade. 

The nation will probably never come around to un-
dertaking something like this, but Sikkim could, and it 
should. In fact the country has tried, but those initia-
tives were compromised by red-tape and half-baked 
initiatives. Sikkim could learn from those shortfalls 
and deliver a model which grooms proud achievers 
and does not churn out insecure ambitions. For in-
stance, there is talk of setting up hostel facilities for 
students from the Primitive Tribe Group of Sikkim. 
While this will be handy for now, for the long run, PTG 
representatives should demand a top-up on whatever 
crores are being provided for these hostels to set up an 
“international level” school in, say, Dzongu. The best 
school possible for Lepchas in Dzongu with a quota for 
general category students illed through competition. 
Don’t allow short-cuts, ensure quality facilities and 
quality education and reap the bene its.

HAVE A STORY TO  SHARE OR 
A COMMENT TO MAKE?

email us at
news@summittimes.com

SIMON HAYHOE
theconversation.com

For centuries, people who were 
born blind have been the intellec-

tual curios of philosophers studying 
consciousness. This is particularly 
true for those exploring the way our 
consciousness is effected by our bod-
ies, especially our eyes, which Leon-
ardo da Vinci described as the “win-
dow of the soul”.

One interesting fallacy is the be-
lief that people born blind have no 
real idea of colour. In the 17th cen-
tury, for instance, the philosopher 
John Locke thought parts of the world 
were peculiar to the individual sens-
es. These parts could be seen in the 
lack of understanding of people who 
were blind or deaf. Similarly, David 
Hume believed that when the senses 
weren’t stimulated by individual en-
ergies, such as light or sound, then no 
ideas could ever be formed.

Even in the 20th century, it was 
commonly believed that people born 
blind were unable to have a true un-
derstanding of the world around them. 
For instance, in 1950 the psychologist 
Geza Revesz wrote: “[No] one born 
blind is able to become aware of the 
diversity of nature and to apprehend 
all the rich and various appearances 
of objects.” Philosopher Thomas Na-
gel felt that blind people had only the 
most shallow understanding of colour 
in comparison to those with sight.

Up until the 21st century, we had 
little idea about how we could test 
our beliefs about visual concepts. But 
then scientists became aware of a 

Turkish artist named Esref Armagan. 
Born totally blind, Armagan has no 
direct visual experience. Yet he paints 
and draws using not only colour, but 
also shadow, light and perspective in 
his unique imaginative scenes.

So how did Armagan learn about 
colour? The answer seems to be 
through a creative understanding of 
visual elements through language 
and his remaining perceptions.

The artist has strong memories of 
what he was told about the visual world 
by his father. Armagan was often taken 
to this father’s engineering workshop 
as a child, and would ask questions 
about his surrounding environment.

Crucially, he also had opportuni-
ties to use this knowledge. Being an 
engineer, his father owned a scribe 
– a sharp tool for scratching, cutting 
and drilling points on metal – and 
Armagan used it to etch images on a 

card board.
Armagan’s father would guide his 

blind son’s hand over the engraved 
lines and describe what he saw. The 
young artist then practised making 
lines to represent visual edges and 
shading, which he showed to family 
members who provided feedback and 
more verbal descriptions.

Having mastered visual ideas 
such as edges and shade, the teenage 
Armagan began drawing in colour, 
and continued to seek comments and 
feedback from those around him. He 
described this process to my former 
student Ruth Cole as one of learning 
by repetition: “By asking and show-
ing – over and over again.”

Eventually, he switched his medi-
um of choice to paint, recalling:

I started with coloured pencils 
and then switched to oil paints. But 
they took a long time to dry so I inal-

ly discovered acrylics.
Interestingly, Armagan does not 

paint with watercolours, because he 
builds layers of paint on board and 
paper with his ingers, letting each 
layer dry before he adds another. This 
technique allows Armagan to sense 
the various colours and shades he’s 
creating as a substitute for seeing his 
new image.

A NEW ARTISTIC PERSPECTIVE
He has achieved a visual understand-
ing through constant examination and 
discussion, supplemented through 
touch (he likens the colour red with 
the feel of something hot) and hearing 
(he compares the dimming of sound as 
it becomes distant with his use of visu-
al perspective). He says: “I have creat-
ed my painting in my head, including 
colours, before I ever start to paint. It 
is strictly memorisation.”

Armagan’s case challenges cen-
turies of beliefs about colour. What’s 
more, given the accurate descrip-
tions provided by sighted family and 
friends, his work shows that it is 
possible for people born blind to un-
derstand, describe and create visual 
pieces of art.

Perhaps researchers should now 
be inding examples to demonstrate 
how people can achieve what is 
thought to be unachievable, rather 
than focusing on theorising disability. 
If we can manage this, we may well 
further our understanding of what 
the human imagination is truly capa-
ble of – instead of having a poor idea 
of its limitations.

[the writer is Lecturer in Edu-
cation, University of Bath]

How a blind artist is challenging 
our understanding of colour

MARIAN CLARE DEBENHAM
theconversation.com

Marie Stopes was a distinguished academic sci-
entist and became the youngest doctor of sci-

ence in Britain. But when her book Married Love was 
published on March 26, 1918, it completely changed 
her life and arguably those of millions of men and 
women. The book offered a detailed description of 
sexual relations, and its publication allowed this top-
ic – which had long been taboo – to be more readily 
discussed by both men and women.

As my research has chronicled, the book sold 
2,000 copies in the fortnight after publication and 
within a year, six further editions had been pub-
lished. Her work struck a chord in the post-World 
War I era. It was bought by women who had just 
gained the vote and men demobbed from the ser-
vices. It was read by aristocratic readers in Chelsea 
but also by factory workers in Northern towns such 
as Liverpool and Manchester. Her name even fea-
tured in playground rhymes chanted by London’s 
children.

Stopes was not married when she wrote Mar-
ried Love. She had impetuously married her irst 
husband, the Canadian academic geneticist Reg-
inald Ruggles Gates, but the marriage soon broke 
down. She explored the possibility of divorce, but 
on discovering the expense turned to the unusual 
ground of annulment. In a high-pro ile court case, 
revealing intimate sexual details were reported 
in the press, and annulment was granted on the 
grounds of non-consummation.

WRITING ON MARRIAGE
At the start of Married Love, Stopes declared:

“In my own marriage I paid such a terrible price 
for sex-ignorance that I feel that knowledge gained 
at such cost should be placed at the service of hu-
manity.”

Stopes claimed her knowledge was derived 
from research in the British Library. It would have 
helped that she had a biological science degree and 
had lectured medical students.

But there was another experience that Stopes 
drew upon – her long love affair with Japanese 
academic Kenjiro Fujii. Although he divorced his 
wife, he eventually terminated the relationship. 
Although supposedly ictitious, Stopes’s Love Let-
ters of a Japanese was based on their passionate 
relationship and the draft was written before the 
publication of Married Love. The heroine con ided: 
“I feel a soft kiss on my neck, and everything van-
ishes, and I long to put my arms round you and be 
held close to you.”

Up until 1918, Stopes’s most popular book had 
been a study of ancient plant life. Her academic pub-
lishers refused to publish Married Love because it 
was seen as too controversial. Its publication was 
therefore inanced by Manchester businessman 
Humphrey Roe, a longstanding birth control cam-
paigner. In true romantic style, Roe wooed Stopes, 
and became her second husband.

The opening sentence of Married Love, sets the 

book’s tone: “Every 
heart desires a mate.” It 
goes on to set out sex-
ual priorities for both 
sexes. Controversially 
for the time, women 
are portrayed as hav-
ing sexual needs.

It should be realised 
that a man does not 
woo and win a woman 
once for all when he 
marries her: he must 
woo her before every 
separate act of coitus.

Given the reasons 
for the annulment of 
Stopes’s irst marriage, 

it’s ironic that she chides wives for sel ishly taunt-
ing their husbands about failures in sexual perfor-
mance. But the book did enable couples to have 
meaningful conversations about their sexual needs.

A CONTROVERSIAL HISTORY
Stopes has fallen out of favour today. Her cam-
paigns for birth control were not as dramatic of 
those of the suffragettes and did not involve as 
many participants. But the underlying reason for 
the controversy was her alleged support for eugen-
ics, the discredited science of racial progress.

The Daily Mail has mounted a long campaign 
against her for her views and for sending a book of 
poetry to Adolf Hitler. On her son’s death in 2014, 
the paper called her “a monster of a mother”. Jenni 
Murray, presenter of BBC’s Woman’s Hour, indicat-

ed that she omitted Stopes from her 2016 book on 
groundbreaking women because of Stopes’s sup-
posed support for eugenics.

Stopes certainly used eugenic arguments when 
it suited her, but she was a maverick eugenicist. Her 
private correspondence, archived in the British Li-
brary, shows how she was shunned by the Eugenic 
Society. These letters, which I’ve studied, show how 
she clashed with them on the issue of compulsory 
sterilisation for the un it and did not believe upper 
class women should have more children “to im-
prove the race”.

Stopes did not mention eugenics in Married 
Love. After the book’s publication, readers, enjoy-
ing their new-found sexual freedom, wrote to her, 
asking how to avoid unwanted pregnancies. There 
are iles of these letters, and Stopes later published 
a selection in her book Mother England which she 
described as “self-written by those who have no 
historian”.

Recognising the need for one-to-one contracep-
tive advice, Stopes and Roe founded the country’s 
irst birth control clinic in a poor part of London in 

1921 and encouraged the national growth of clin-
ics. The charity which carries her name, continues 
to provide birth control worldwide today.

In this way, Married Love led Stopes, with the 
support of leading suffragists such as Lady Con-
stance Lytton, to become the country’s leading 
birth control pioneer in the 1920s. She should now 
be given her rightful recognition in history.

[the writer is Honorary Research Asso-
ciate, University of Manchester]

Married Love: the 1918 book by Marie Stopes that 
helped launch the birth control movement
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K , M  25 (PTI): The West Bengal 
government as well as some NGOs have 
started taking steps to combat the upward 
trend in crimes against children in the state.

The latest National Crime Record Bureau 
(NCRB) said that West Bengal had regis-
tered 7004 crimes against children in 2016, 
the 5th highest number in the country.

Uttar Pradesh is on the top of the list 
with 15 per cent followed by Maharashtra 
(14 pc), Madhya Pradesh (13 pc), Delhi (8 
pc) and West Bengal (6 pc).

Nearly 20 crimes are committed against 
children every day in the state.

West Bengal shows upward trend in 
crimes related to kidnapping, child traf ick-
ing and sexual offences against children, and 
these consist of over 90 per cent of crimes 
against children in the state.

The state accounted for 7004 record-
ed crimes against children of which 4178 
crimes were registered under kidnapping 
and human traf icking from neighbour-
ing countries. Besides, 2132 crimes were 
booked under POCSO Act, which included 
rape and sexual assault, as per NCRB data.

West Bengal tops the list in human traf-
icking of minors for prostitution, which 

stood at 53.3 per cent (highest in the coun-

try) registering a 17 per cent growth from 
2012 to 2016.

In traf icking of minor girls, the state 
records 27 per cent, second highest in the 
country registering a growth of 47.7 per 
cent from 2012 to 2016.

In kidnapping and abduction together, 
the state records 6.6 per cent, ifth highest 
in the country. West Bengal also records six 
per cent crimes under POCSO, fourth highest 
in the country.

Taking into account of the urbanisation 
of crime, only about ive per cent of the 
crime in the state are committed in Kolkata.

However, the city records a huge number 
of traf icking of girls from foreign countries (40 
per cent of total traf icking in WB from neigh-
bouring countries), traf icking of minors for 
prostitution (16 per cent of such crimes in WB).

“Going by the recent trends revealed by 
NCRB data, West Bengal along with some 
other states continue to show worrying 
trends in cases related to crimes against 
children,” Atindra Nath Das, Regional Direc-
tor, CRY-Child Rights and You (East) told PTI.

Speaking about the socio-economic rea-
sons behind child traf icking, Das said, “ab-
ject poverty, coupled with sheer lack of live-
lihood, accentuates the problem.”

“Lure of money to the poor parents and 
the expectation that their child will stay bet-
ter, besides the relief that there will be one 
less mouth to feed, are the reasons behind 
growing child traf icking as people have been 
pushed to extreme inancial crisis,” Das said.

“The geographic location of the state and 
the porous border the state shares with other 
countries also increases the vulnerabilities of 
children to fall prey to traf icking,” he said.

However, Das believed, “These crimes 
can be prevented by all means. To achieve 
this, the most important step is to strength-
en the existing safety-net for protection of 
children, and also to bring forth an overall 
protective environment for them, both in 
letter and spirit.”

Besides CRY, other NGOs have also been 
working against the crime against children.

Of icials in the state said that police were 
now acting tough with the instruction of the 
state government.

The state together with the representa-
tives of National Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights (NCPCR) and State Commis-
sion for Protection of Child Rights (SCPCR) 
have assessed the situation in the state on 
the status of ICDS, child rights and child traf-
icking, he said.

A , M  25 
(PTI): Tripura Health 
Minister Sudip Roy Bur-
man has asked people, 
especially women, of the 
state to change their life-
style to prevent cancer.

He said 2,500 new 
cancer patients are diag-
nosed every year in Tri-
pura and 40 per cent of 
the total cancer affected 
patients in the state are 
women now.

“It is a matter of con-
cern for us that the wom-
en of the state are in-
creasingly being affected 
by cancer either by chew-
ing tobacco or due to 
smoking. I think change 
of lifestyle can help them 
to remain free from can-
cer,” Burman told PTI.

Tripura tops in the 
North East in tobacco 
consumption in all its 
forms, the minister said 
quoting a report.

Burman said the gov-
ernment has planned to 
modernise the Regional 
Cancer Hospital here and 
also set up another can-
cer hospital at Ambassa 
in Dhalai district.

“This is our vision. 
Governor Tathagata Roy 
also mentioned this in 
his speech in the Assem-
bly,” he said.

Burman said the gov-
ernment has decided to 
organise more health 
awareness campaigns for 
cancer in the state.

Stressing on aware-
ness campaigns for cancer 
treatment, Dr Gautam Ma-
jumder, the Superinten-
dent of Regional Cancer 
Hospital here, said over 70 
per cent cancer patients 
report at an advance stage 
due to lack of awareness.

He said 1,458 cancer 
patients died in 2016 in 
the state while 3,786 pa-
tients died of cancer be-
tween 2014-2016.

Among all cancer pa-
tients in the state, 40 per 
cent suffer from head 
and neck cancer mostly 
caused by chewable to-
bacco, he said.

On Thursday last, he 
lagged off a motorbike 

rally - ‘Beat Cancer: Run 
and Ride 2018’ - aimed 
at generating awareness 
among people.

West Bengal initiates steps to curb 
growing crimes against children

Tripura people urged to 
change lifestyle to 

prevent cancer
N  D , M  25 (PTI): 
Foreign tourists, except those 
from Pakistan and China, may 
soon be allowed to visit some 
of the most pristine locations 
of the country, kept out of 
bound so far for them without 
a special permit.

The Union home ministry is 
examining whether to relax the 
six-decade-old Restricted Area 
Permit regime, under which 
foreigners must obtain a special 
permission to visit Arunachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim and parts Hi-
machal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Rajasthan and Jammu and 
Kashmir among others.

“Discussions are on with 
the state governments to re-
lax the Restricted Area Permit 
provisions for some areas for 
foreign tourists,” Union minis-
ter of state for home Kiren Riji-
ju told PTI.

Rijiju said the Ministry of 
Home Affairs will coordinate 

with other agencies and the 
state governments to identify 
the possible locations for which 
the Protected Area Permit and 
the Restricted Area Permit pro-
visions may be relaxed.

An MHA of icial said the cit-
izens from Pakistan and China, 
however, are unlikely to be giv-
en these relaxations.

The move is being initiat-
ed to promote tourism, create 

job opportunities for the locals 
and generate revenue for the 
state, he said.

Under the Foreigners (Pro-
tected Areas) Order, 1958, all 
areas falling between the Inner 
line and the International Bor-
der of some states have been 
declared as protected areas. 

The protected areas current-
ly include whole of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, 
Nagaland and Sikkim, besides 
parts of Himachal Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Uttarakhand and Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Some parts of 
Sikkim fall under the protected 
area regime while others under 
the restricted area.

As per a December 30, 2010 
circular of the MHA, Manipur, 
Mizoram and Nagaland were ex-
cluded from the protected area 
regime initially for a period of 
one year from January 1, 2011, 
subject to some conditions.

As per the guidelines, a for-

eign national is not normally 
allowed to visit a protected or 
restricted area unless the gov-
ernment is satis ied that there 
are extra-ordinary reasons to 
justify his or her visit.

Every foreigner, except a 
citizen of Bhutan, who desires 
to enter and stay in a protected 
or restricted area, is required 
to obtain a special permit from 
a competent authority having 
the power to issue such per-
mits to a foreigner, seeking it.

In cases, where the power 
to issue such permits has not 
been delegated to a subordi-
nate authority by the Union 
government, the application 
for the special permit has to 
be referred to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for prior approv-
al, at least eight weeks before 
the date of the expected visit. 

With an aim to promote 
tourism, the government, time 
to time by noti ication, ex-

empts some of such restricted 
or protected areas from the 
need of special permission for 
foreigners to visit them.

Necessary powers have been 
delegated to various authorities 
to issue such special permits 
without the prior approval of 
the Union home ministry to fa-
cilitate foreign tourists subject 
to the certain exceptions.

In cases of foreign diplo-
mats, including the members 
of the United Nations and 
international organisations 
holding diplomatic or of icial 
passports, the special permits 
to visit such protected or re-
stricted areas are issued by the 
Ministry of External Affairs.

In cases of the citizens of 
Afghanistan, China and Paki-
stan and foreign nationals of 
Pakistani origin, no permit, 
however, can be issued with-
out the prior approval of the 
Union home ministry.

MHA likely to relax restrictions for 
foreigners to visit forbidden areas

‘Phase-wise’ 
e-way bill roll 
out will be 
smooth: CAIT
K , M  25 (PTI): 
Traders are ready for 
pan-India inter-state 
e-way bill roll out from 
April one, but said it 
should be ‘phase wise’ for 
smooth implementation.

In GST regime, a docu-
ment called e-way bill, or 
electronic way bill, is re-
quired to transport goods 
worth more than Rs 50,000.

“We do not want de-
ferment of e-way bill roll 
out but if it comes for all 
at one go then there is a 
high probability of system 
crash. We have seen this on 
February 15 when the gov-
ernment made such an at-
tempt. Hence, we have sug-
gested that there should 
be phase-wise roll out,” 
Confederation of All India 
Traders national president 
BC Bhartia told PTI.

The e-way bill should 
be made applicable for 
companies with a turn-
over of in excess of Rs 100 
crore among others.

This will take care of a 
large number of tax pay-
ers. In phases, the slabs 
could be reduced to cover 
all, he said.

He said, “the e-way bill 
system is to plug tax evasion 
and with our proposal gov-
ernment could plug tax eva-
sion up to 90 per cent. But 
implementing for all goods 
carriage of Rs 50,000 and 
above in value is expected 
to clog the server.”

The trader’s body 
inds a lot of problems 

and harassment for small 
traders to comply with 
the system as they are not 
as easy as the government 
claims, he said.

N  D , M  24 (PTI): Noted historian 
Romila Thapar today alleged that the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University was being “slowly 
dismantled” and asserted that critical think-
ing if trampled upon would destroy the idea 
of a varsity.

She also said that history was facing a threat 
of “infusion of imaginary theories” which were 
being used to “ground valid knowledge”.

Thapar, one of the irst academicians to join 
the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)when it 
was founded, said the varsity’s irst vice-chan-
cellor Gopalaswami Parthasarathi along with 
many other academicians helped build the in-
stitution with “meticulous” care.

“This is being ramped continuously as GP 
(Parthasarathi) wanted, as the foremost uni-
versity in India and very often ranked as equal 

to the better universities in the world. It is now, 
perhaps not surprisingly, being slowly disman-
tled,” Thapar said at the launch of a book titled 
‘GP 1912-1995’, based on the life of Gopalas-
wami Parthasarathi -- a journalist, diplomat 
and academician.

Thapar’s comments come in the backdrop 
of charges by a section of academicians that 
varsities, including the JNU, were being target-
ed and the space for critical thinking and dis-
sent was shrinking.

Thapar, 86, noted that university is a place 
not to just hand out degrees, but to advance 
knowledge by raising doubts and critically 

questioning subjects.
“Those in polity have to recognise these 

rights and nurture them. If they trample on 
them they will destroy not only that particular 
institution but the very idea and the function 
of a university,” said Thapar, who along with 
other the noted academicians had raised con-
cerns over “rising intolerance” in the country 
after Kannada writer MM Kalburgi was shot 
dead in 2015.

She said that disallowing the freedom to 
debate and allowing only authorised ideas was 
an indication that those in power were “some-
what insecure”.

JNU being ‘slowly dismantled’: Romila Thapar

Microsoft to hold AI summit 
in Bengaluru on Mar 28

N  D , M  25 (PTI): Tech giant Microsoft will host 
‘AI for All’ summit in Bengaluru on March 28 to showcase 
use cases of arti icial intelligence across sectors.

The event will feature discussions around the ben-
e its of arti icial intelligence (AI), and how this can be 
used to amplify human ingenuity, a Microsoft India 
spokesperson told PTI.

“This is our irst summit of its kind in the country. 
While we had an AI event last year for developers, this 
one is for a broader audience,” the spokesperson added.

Participation is expected from industry represen-
tatives spanning across verticals like healthcare, auto 
and IT and IT-enabled services, among others.

The event will be addressed by global and Indian 
Microsoft executives, including Peggy Johnson (Exec-
utive Vice President, Business Development), Anant 
Maheshwari (President, Microsoft India) and Anil 
Bhansali, Managing Director at Microsoft India (R&D).

Besides, representatives from Microsoft’s partners 
and customers will also speak at the event, showcas-
ing use cases of AI across various areas.

The event will also showcase how AI can augment peo-
ple’s capability to be more productive and the potential of 
AI in India for both businesses and society at large.

L , M  25 (AFP): 
Facebook chief Mark 
Zuckerberg took out full-
page ads in almost all of 
Britain’s national news-
papers today to apolo-
gise for a huge data pri-
vacy scandal.

“We have a respon-
sibility to protect your 
information. If we can’t 
we don’t deserve it,” the 
back page ads state.

Zuckerberg explained 
there was a quiz devel-
oped by a university 
researcher “that leaked 
Facebook data of mil-
lions of people in 2014”.

“This was a breach of 
trust, and I’m sorry we 
didn’t do more at the time. 
We’re now taking steps 
to make sure this doesn’t 

happen again,” he said.
The statement re lects 

public statements Zuck-
erberg made last week 
after the row prompted 
investigations in Europe 
and the United States, and 
sent Facebook’s share 
price plunging.

Zuckerberg repeat-
ed that Facebook had 
changed the rules so no 
such data breach could 
happen again.

“We’re also investi-
gating every single app 
that had access to large 
amounts of data before we 
ixed this. We expect there 

are others,” he wrote.
“And when we ind 

them, we will ban them 
and tell everyone affected.” 

There was no men-

tion of the British irm 
accused of using the 
data, Cambridge Ana-
lytica, which worked 
on US President Donald 
Trump’s 2016 campaign.

It too has blamed the 
University of Cambridge 
researcher, Alexsandr 
Kogan, for any potential 
breach of data rules.

Kogan created a life-
style quiz app for Face-
book which was down-
loaded by 270,000 peo-
ple, but allowed access to 
tens of millions of their 
contacts.

Facebook says he 
passed this to Cam-
bridge Analytica without 
its knowledge. Kogan 
says he is being made a 
scapegoat.

Facebook apologises for data 
scandal in UK newspaper ads I , M  25 (PTI): 

Nearly 2.5 lakh cattle, 
out of around 90 lakh 
in Madhya Pradesh, 
have been stamped with 
unique identities, similar 
to the 12-digit Aadhaar 
number, to enhance their 
safety as well as increase 
milk production, of icials 
said.

The ears of these bo-
vines are being tagged 
with UID numbers as 
part of an ambitious 
scheme of the Nation-
al Dairy Development 
Board (NDDB).

An of icial said that 
cows and buffaloes are 
being tagged in this man-
ner to create a nation-
wide recording mecha-
nism called the Informa-
tion Network for Animal 
Productivity and Health 

(INAPH).
Madhya Pradesh Ani-

mal Husbandry Joint Di-
rector and INAPH state 
nodal of icer Gulabsingh 
Davar said, “We have 
started tagging the bo-
vines on a large scale this 
month. In the irst phase, 
40 lakh tags have been 

distributed and the ears 
of 2.5 lakh cattle have 
been tagged.” 

The plan, he said, was 
to complete the tagging 
of all the 90 lakh cattle in 
MP in the second phase.

“A cattle dossier, com-
prising the animal’s age, 
breed and other charac-

teristics, will be created 
which would be upload-
ed onto the INAPH’s In-
formation Technology 
Application so that each 
cow or buffalo’s unique 
identity is available on 
gadgets,” he explained.

The cattle UID would 
then be linked to the Aad-
haar number of its own-
er which in turn would 
check the illegal sale and 
purchase, smuggling and 
abandoning of cattle, he 
added.

“With this, we can 
keep an eye on productiv-
ity of the animals which 
can be enhanced with 
improvement in its breed. 
This will also increase the 
income of the cattle own-
ers. MP is the third largest 
producer of milk in India,” 
Davar said.

UID already for 2.5 lakh cattle in MP
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N , M  25 (PTI): Ra-
hul Bajaj, a visually disabled 
student of the 5-year LLB 
course in Dr Ambedkar Col-
lege here, was conferred 20 
awards, including 13 gold 
medals, at the 105th convoca-
tion of Rashtrasant Tukadoji 
Maharaj Nagpur University 
(RTMNU) here on Saturday.

Bajaj stood irst in the 
RTMNU among students of 
all streams and was present-
ed the medals by Tamil Nadu 
Governor Banwarilal Purohit 
at a ceremony here.

Bajaj, possibly the irst 
disabled student from the 
country to have been chosen 
for the Rhodes scholarship, 
will be pursuing Bachelor of 
Civil Law and M.Phil from Ox-
ford University.

Speaking to PTI after the 
ceremony, Bajaj, currently 
working in a top law irm in 
Delhi and having interned un-
der Supreme Court and High 
Court judges, said the awards 
were a recognition of the ef-
fort he had put in over ive 

years at his course.
Explaining why he chose 

law as a career, Bajaj said,” 
It is a con luence of three or 
four factors. I was interested 
in social studies and English, 
both of which are central 
tools for a lawyer. Secondly I 
have a knack for arguments, 
in a constructive way, and the 
ability to put forward my view 
in a persuasive way.” 

“Thirdly, as a person with 

disability, I felt law to be more 
accessible as skills needed for 
it are mental and intellectual 
rather than physical or visu-
al,” he explained.

Attributing his success to 
discipline and consistency, 
Bajaj said that taking up the 
challenge of going out of his 
comfort zone and interning 
with SC and HC judges gave 
him the skills to compete at 
his best at the national level.

Speaking about his Rhodes 
scholarship, Bajaj said achiev-
ing it needed more than just 
academic accomplishments as 
the requirement for the schol-
arship included having a holis-
tic and well-rounded pro ile.

Bajaj, in the next few 
months, would be proceeding 
to Oxford University for his 
BCL and M.Phil and then plans 
to litigate on streams like in-
tellectual property rights and 

constitutional law.
He credited a software 

called “Screen Reader” for the 
help he got in his studies as it 
allowed him to hear the words 
written on a computer screen.

“It really opened up a new 
world of possibilities for me. I 
could access the internet and 
also books. Similarly, I could 
take the service of writers 
which was also a challenge 
in terms of coordination and 
compatibility,” he said.

He said that technology 
had made things easier for 
the disabled but there was 
still more that had to be done.

“Now it has become little 
easier for someone with dis-
ability when compared to 20 
years ago. However, lack of in-
frastructure and an attitudinal 
barrier still exists,” he said.

Sharing his opinion on 
how the disabled should be 
treated, Bajaj said that words 
like “divyang” (the govern-
ment’s term for the disabled), 
differently abled and special-
ly abled should not be used 

as it led to “otherisation” and 
“alienated” them.

“They should be treated as 
equals. In India the problem 
is that there are resource con-
straints,” he said.

Citing an example, Bajaj 
said that while interning with 
SC Judge UU Lalit, there was no 
system in place to ensure that 
he could perform the duties 
that a law clerk was supposed 
to do including accessing iles.

“It was my good fortune that 
the Judge under whom I was 
interning was very forthcoming 
and supportive and took extra 
efforts for me,” he said.

Emphasising on the impor-
tance of infrastructure for the 
disabled, he said that physicist 
Stephen Hawking could not 
visit the Taj Mahal in Agra as 
the monument did not have a 
ramp for disabled visitors.

He credited his success to 
the support of people around 
him, especially his father, Sunil, 
a paediatrician, his mother, Ka-
jal, a homemaker, and his sister 
who is a gynaecologist.

M , M  25 (PTI): Technol-
ogy led-disruptions in the country 
will bring in remote and lexible 
work opportunities, creating new 
employment avenues for women 
in the future, according to a report.

However, women are also likely 
to be impacted by the automation 
of routine tasks, particularly in 
the IT sector, according to a white 
paper on the future of jobs and 
skilling in India by Quest Alliance, 
in partnership with Tandem Re-
search and supported by Microsoft 
Philanthropies.

The white paper has been gen-
erated by ‘patching-up’ insights 
from the limited data and research 
available on the subject and in 
consultation with key informants 
within industry, policy making and 
education.

In India, 59 per cent of the 
labour force comprised women 
having low-skill back of ice pro-
cessing jobs delivering back of ice 
support, call centre work and data 
transcription services, among oth-
ers, it added.

It revealed that women also 
face cultural barriers to using and 
acquiring new technological and 
learning tools, and are thus often 

assigned to tasks involving un-
skilled labour, many of which have 
high automation potential.

It further said that within ser-
vices, sub-sectors like hospitality 
and retail are likely to experience 
dramatic transformations as a result 
of automation, digitalisation and the 
growing use of data analytics.

Education, healthcare, tourism, 
transport and storage enterprises 
have signi icant growth potential, 
creating 3-3.5 million jobs a year, 
compared to the 0.5-1 million jobs 
they currently create, it added.

Construction will remain a sig-
ni icant job creator as the govern-
ment continues to develop nation-

al infrastructure, it said.
Travel and tourism is also ex-

pected to become a high-growth 
industry by 2025, it added.

The report found that even as 
government-led skilling initiatives 
are mostly sector speci ic, they are 
not broad-based enough to ade-
quately prepare young aspirants 
for technology led-disruptions in 
the future.

“Government-led skilling ini-
tiatives are predominantly orient-
ed towards sector speci ic techni-
cal or vocational training. While 
these skills are important, they are 
not broad-based enough to ade-
quately prepare for the technolo-
gy led-disruptions to the future of 
work,” it added.

Young people entering the dig-
ital economy over the next 5 to 
10 years will need to equip them-
selves for a rapidly changing and 
uncertain future of work that will 
both hold new opportunities and 
challenges.

However, it added that despite 
high automation potential across 
most sectors, the cost of advanced 
manufacturing technologies com-
pared to the cost of labour is likely 
to make India a slow adopter.

N  D , M  25 
(PTI): Of all the seats go-
ing unclaimed in IITs in 
the ive years since 2013, 
the IIT-BHU has reported 
maximum vacancies, ac-
cording to data compiled 
by the HRD ministry.

The number of seats 
lying vacant in the pre-
mium institutes has seen 
a rising trend in the ive 
years, except in 2014, 
prompting the ministry 
to set up a panel which 
made several recom-
mendations to address 
the issue.

The committee, 
which was set up last 
year, submitted its report 
earlier this year.

According to the min-
istry data, of the nearly 
11,000 seats across the 
IITs, a total of 274 seats 
remained vacant from 
2013, which included 15 
(in 2013), ive in 2014, 
39 in 2015, 96 in 2016 
and 121 in 2017.

As far as IIT-BHU is 
concerned, it record-
ed maximum vacancies 

across all 23 Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology since 
2013. It had 32 vacancies 
in 2017, 38 in 2016, 28 in 
2015, three in 2014 and 
four seats in 2013.

The Indian School of 
Mines (which was up-
graded to the status of an 
IIT in 2016) recorded 23 
vacancies each in 2016 
and 2017.

The IIT-Kanpur and 
the IIT-Hyderabad had 
all their seats taken be-
tween 2013 and 2017, 
while the IIT-Delhi re-
corded zero vacancy be-
tween 2013 and 2015.

In 2016 and 2017, the 
IIT-Delhi had two seats 
vacant in each year.

As far as IIT-Bombay 
is concerned, it had all its 
seats illed in 2013, 2014 
and 2015, while had two 
vacancies in 2016 and 
one in 2017.

“In order to minimise 
the vacancies in IITs, 
NITs and other Central-
ly-Funded Technical in-
stitutions (CFTIs), the 
HRD ministry constitut-

ed a committee to rec-
ommend suitable mea-
sures,” a senior ministry 
of icial said.

The committee rec-
ommended the institu-
tions may review seats 
in each discipline based 
on employment opportu-
nities, national require-
ment, available infra-
structure and scope for 
future, he said.

“Some disciplines 
may be considered 
for closure or be kept 
in abeyance for a few 
years, if needed. New 
courses and disciplines 
may be introduced only 
after carrying out mar-
ket opportunity analy-
sis,” he added.

The committee also 
recommended stream-
lining the counselling 
process by having multi-
ple rounds as well as tak-
ing other pro-active mea-
sures such as launching 
helpline to facilitate stu-
dents in making choices, 
of icials said.

Now a ‘robotic’ 
welcome at 
Jaipur Wax 
Museum
J , M  25 (PTI): 
Rajasthan’s famous Jaipur 
Wax Museum, situated 
on the premises of the fa-
mous Nahargarh Fort on 
the Aravali Hills here, is 
all set to introduce a robot 
to welcome its visitors.

Anoop Srivastava, the 
founder-director of the 
museum, said the robot 
will soon start welcoming 
visitors and give them in-
formation about the mu-
seum like a “well-trained 
guide”.

“I always wanted to 
introduce innovative fea-
tures to the museum as 
it is very important to 
surprise and engage the 
audience. We live in a 
technology-driven world 
where everyone looks out 
for something new and 
different,” he said.

“We had been working 
on the ‘robotic guide’ con-
cept for a year. The 5-feet-
10-inches tall robot will 
communicate with people 
in English. But we will 
update the software to 
include Hindi language as 
well,” Srivastava said, add-
ing it is in the inal phase 
of making.

Talking about the 
functioning of the robot, 
the museum director said 
it would be able to rotate 
its head by 28 degrees 
and demonstrate to its 
visitors various exhibits 
with its hands.

“We are also working 
on the advanced stages 
wherein the robot will 
be able to recognise fac-
es, images and other ro-
bots. The ‘smart’ robots 
will welcome the visitors, 
sing songs and interact 
with them as well,” Sri-
vastava said.

He said there are also 
plans to it a 7-inch TV 
screen on the chest of the 
robot which would re lect 
whatever it would be saying.

The museum showcas-
es wax and silicon statues 
of personalities like Ma-
harana Pratap, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Subhash Chandra 
Bose, Bhagat Singh, Moth-
er Teresa, Amitabh Bach-
chan, Sachin Tendulkar 
and erstwhile Jaipur rul-
ers, among others.

Don’t ‘otherise’ disabled with terms like ‘divyang’: Varsity topper 

Automation, tech to create new work 
opportunities for women: Report

Increasing number of IIT seats going 
vacant, maximum at IIT-BHU

S , M  25 (AFP): 
Steve Smith and David 
Warner will stand down 
as captain and vice-cap-
tain for rest of Australia’s 
third Test match against 
South Africa, Cricket 
Australia said today as it 
investigates a ball-tam-
pering scandal.

There have been 
growing calls for Smith to 
be sacked as captain af-
ter he admitted being the 
mastermind of a premed-
itated plan to change the 
condition of the ball on 
the third day of the Test in 
Newlands on Saturday.

“Following discus-
sions with Steve Smith 
and David Warner they 
have agreed to stand 
down as captain and 
vice-captain respective-
ly for the remainder of 
this Test match,” CA chief 

James Sutherland said in 
a statement.

Sutherland said Tim 
Paine would step in as 
acting captain for the re-
mainder of the Test.

“This Test match 
needs to proceed, and in 
the interim we will contin-
ue to investigate this mat-
ter with the urgency that it 
demands,” he added.

“Both Steve and Da-
vid will take to the ield 
today under Tim’s cap-
taincy.” 

Sutherland earlier 
Sunday announced an in-
vestigation into the scan-
dal, which has plunged 
Australian cricket into 
crisis and resulted in 
widespread condemna-
tion at home, including 
from Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull.

CA’s head of integri-

ty Iain Roy and head of 
team performance Pat 
Howard were lying to 
South Africa to conduct 
the investigation.

“All Australians, like us, 
want answers and we will 
keep you updated on our 
indings, as a matter of pri-

ority,” the CA head added.
Television footage had 

showed Smith’s team-
mate Cameron Bancroft, 
25, taking a yellow object 
out of his pocket while 
ielding in the post-lunch 

session and appearing to 
rub it on the ball.

He was later charged 
with attempting to 
change the condition of 
the ball.

Smith, 28, has earlier 
said he would not quit as 
he felt he was still “the 
right person for the job”.

Smith and Warner stand down for 
rest of Test after cheating row

M , M  25 (AFP): Roger 
Federer’s latest reign atop the 
world rankings will end after 
the Swiss great’s shock loss to 
Australian quali ier Thanasi Kok-
kinakis in the second round of the 
Miami Masters.

Kokkinakis, ranked 175th in 
the world, needed a wild card 
just to get into qualifying. But he 
showed nerves of steel in a 3-6, 6-3, 
7-6 (7/4) triumph over 20-time 
Grand Slam champion Federer.

“I was calmer than I thought,” 
Kokkinakis said of the third-set 
tiebreaker. “Inside I was pretty 
happy, I was excited, but I kept 
pretty calm.” 

Federer, who won his 20th 
Grand Slam crown at the Austra-
lian Open, regained the number 
one spot in February after win-
ning the ATP title in Rotterdam 
but needed to reach the quarter- i-
nals to remain at the summit.

Instead he’ll be replaced by 
Spain’s Rafael Nadal when the 
rankings are released at the end 
of the tournament.

“I deserve it after this match. 
That’s how I feel. Just so bad,” said 
Federer, adding that he “could 
never get to any level that I was 
happy with today”.

“Sometimes you have these 
matches,” he said. “Sometimes 
you ind a way through. I just 
couldn’t get it done today.” 

The 36-year-old wasted no 
time in announcing he’ll skip the 
clay-court season, including the 

French Open, just as he did last 
year after winning titles in Indian 
Wells and Miami.

The 21-year-old Kokkinakis, 
who has already battled injuries in 
his young career, became the low-
est-ranked player to beat a world 
number one since Spain’s Francis-
co Clavet was 178th when he upset 
top-ranked Lleyton Hewitt in the 
second round at Miami in 2003.

Federer appeared irmly in 
control when he breezed through 
the irst set without facing a break 
point, dropping just six points on 
his own serve. His lone break for 
a 3-1 lead was all he needed to 
pocket the set.

But after saving break points 
in the opening game of the sec-
ond, Kokkinakis seized upon a 

lackluster service game from Fed-
erer to break for a 3-1 lead, hold-
ing irm on his own serve to force 
the decider.

“I feel like it already started be-
ginning of the second set when I 
had break points irst game, and he 
almost wanted to give me that game, 
and I couldn’t take it,” Federer said.

“From that moment on, I 
played maybe a bad 10 minutes, 
which cost me the second set, 
maybe the match.” 

Kokkinakis admitted he 
“didn’t really put any pressure” 
on Federer in the opening set.

“In the second set I kind of used 
a couple of loose errors -- I started 
getting in the rallies more and dic-
tating a bit with my forehand.” 

Federer was again impenetra-

ble on his serve in the third, but 
he was unable to capitalize on 
his only two break points, both 
in a marathon sixth game, as they 
went on serve to the tiebreaker.

Two errors from Federer gave 
Kokkinakis a 4-3 lead. A stinging 
forehand winner put the young 
Aussie up 6-4, and he closed it out 
when Federer netted a backhand 
service return.

“When I feel like I’m playing 
on my terms I don’t think there’s 
too many people that can go with 
me Kokkinakis said. “I just need-
ed to play my game and play ag-
gressive tennis.” 

‘SUCH A GOOD ROLE MODEL’
Kokkinakis was delighted to beat 
a player he so admires, calling 
Federer “such a good role model 
for the sport”.

He might have bene itted from a 
little inside information after prac-
tising with Federer, who invited him 
to his training facility in Dubai. “I’ve 
trained with him a lot of times,” Kok-
kinakis said. “I took what I learned 
from him and sort of kind of knew 
how he played a little bit.” 

Despite his own disappoint-
ment, Federer was pleased for 
the younger player.

“I’ve always liked his game,” 
he said. “I’m happy for him that 
on the big stage he was able to 
show it, center court, Miami, peo-
ple watching, beating me. It’s a 
big result for him in his career. I 
hope it’s going to launch him, re-
ally getting his ranking up.”

After shock loss to Kokkinakis, 
Federer to lose No. 1 ranking
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR AFFECTIONATE MORNING DEAR RESPECT DEAR HAWK EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:16 DrawDate on:25/03/18 Draw No:16 DrawDate on:25/03/18 Draw No:34 DrawDate on:25/03/18
1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 88D 97300 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 91J 50108 1st Prize Rs.26 Lakhs/- 93H 03998

(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 97300 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 50108 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 03998 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
02028 11283 15901 17335 18260 07579 07856 08204 35177 52775 07785 08806 08944 38911 54593
19418 48998 55153 55787 73517 53747 63217 66860 87694 94546 59111 63538 72399 74794 91740
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0160 1040 1990 2313 5129 6123 6417 7789 8451 9480 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0025 3176 4482 6800 7779 8150 8443 9044 9341 9635 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1412 1800 2661 3061 5827 6282 8912 9426 9430 9542
4th Prize Rs.250/- 1704 2164 2811 4100 6106 6211 6581 8359 9019 9965 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1632 1982 2846 3408 3748 5482 5631 6500 8282 8787 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0591 2057 2230 4769 5138 5680 7135 7580 8859 9757
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0057 0099 0112 0172 0212 0349 0414 0428 0450 0451 0001 0281 0333 0459 0535 0759 0904 0931 1008 1132 0002 0030 0173 0243 0509 0553 0669 0740 0776 0873
0510 0578 0616 0736 0748 0906 0944 0947 0972 1015 1334 1340 1408 1506 1692 1744 1828 1848 1918 1945 0996 1092 1189 1268 1334 1614 1712 1832 1869 1897
1099 1116 1420 1460 1631 1717 2231 2285 2406 2480 2299 2358 2394 2621 2787 2789 2906 2933 2935 3065 1972 1981 2033 2156 2206 2210 2315 2328 2423 2541
2503 2567 2630 2754 2837 2923 2983 2989 3133 3251 3087 3302 3366 3425 3583 3695 3758 3999 4038 4055 2588 2650 3080 3216 3328 3571 3909 4008 4035 4108
3828 3904 3937 4088 4295 4704 4750 4862 5141 5191 4220 4279 4401 4556 4565 4657 4997 5140 5288 5348 4146 4172 4197 4296 4421 4479 4502 4513 4525 4582
5317 5343 5560 5569 5585 5833 5864 5999 6006 6072 5414 5442 5546 5607 5746 5816 5997 6118 6263 6294 4884 4961 4972 5164 5327 5360 5517 5897 6107 6213
6176 6293 6306 6508 6553 6590 6647 6746 6750 6751 6361 6396 6426 6472 6566 6606 6739 6837 7008 7111 6271 6311 6337 6397 6516 6548 6578 6714 6807 6856
6869 6984 7287 7293 7601 7626 7656 7663 7681 7714 7142 7148 7174 7209 7295 7423 7485 7596 7618 7755 6860 6917 6943 7030 7441 7520 7543 7575 7637 7692
7748 8135 8360 8424 8448 8523 8554 8665 9077 9078 7963 8011 8051 8142 8324 8413 8484 8597 8739 8826 7802 7900 8084 8250 8282 8724 8951 9052 9286 9408
9100 9541 9575 9592 9605 9612 9718 9773 9809 9871 8895 8955 9186 9267 9307 9388 9689 9721 9797 9910 9488 9552 9610 9612 9618 9712 9812 9857 9893 9947

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI LIBRA

 Draw No:7 DrawDate on:25/03/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 4720
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 3504 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3898
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 3726 5th Prize Rs.  206/- 6476
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1002 1007 1008 1048 1070 1118 1135 1164 1168 1194
 1223 1231 1234 1255 1257 1268 1279 1286 1311 1382
 1383 1392 1395 1466 1563 1593 1602 1609 1639 1640
 1660 1686 1695 1697 1805 1866 1930 1953 1970 1980
 2002 2019 2045 2071 2117 2148 2195 2204 2267 2272
 2291 2293 2305 2366 2372 2382 2391 2402 2457 2458
 2467 2471 2483 2517 2540 2556 2578 2632 2707 2733
 2779 2809 2813 2857 2893 2894 2916 2918 2987 3015
 3065 3087 3117 3125 3131 3132 3139 3143 3149 3163
 3177 3194 3228 3271 3286 3336 3340 3355 3356 3439
 3442 3473 3487 3489 3536 3622 3634 3679 3689 3756
 3777 3833 3857 3908 3976 4001 4067 4081 4125 4127
 4180 4185 4187 4218 4233 4240 4307 4331 4337 4396
 4416 4456 4477 4575 4585 4638 4646 4692 4706 4837
 4919 4930 4931 4938 4949 4954 4978 5005 5029 5040
 5124 5130 5145 5146 5166 5190 5192 5202 5236 5321
 5345 5348 5387 5390 5433 5438 5483 5513 5625 5633
 5650 5656 5661 5680 5682 5749 5788 5794 5802 5809
 5815 5830 5856 5874 5917 5956 5957 6012 6018 6022
 6040 6066 6112 6114 6117 6125 6127 6132 6172 6182
 6247 6279 6289 6303 6374 6434 6442 6510 6558 6562
 6565 6572 6581 6585 6667 6680 6684 6687 6692 6729
 6732 6736 6758 6762 6769 6822 6828 6835 6839 6846
 6867 6889 6890 6892 6925 6932 6937 6940 6953 6963
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI RANI

Draw No:7 DrawDate on:25/03/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3752 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 1314
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 4619 4th Prize Rs.  506/- 4356
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1053 1140 1243 1295 1303 1474 1481 1520 1551 1616
1671 1732 1882 2073 2088 2187 2245 2250 2271 2317
2324 2409 2433 2649 2734 2753 2794 2797 2806 2813
2823 2933 2966 3034 3199 3201 3237 3247 3265 3289
3364 3367 3381 3383 3385 3407 3577 3589 3647 3727
3765 3855 3903 3904 3942 3971 4023 4026 4056 4138
4259 4278 4320 4354 4441 4537 4642 4646 4686 4788
4799 4801 4839 4856 4990 5020 5039 5094 5118 5126
5154 5174 5219 5224 5318 5365 5372 5424 5485 5497
5524 5541 5543 5596 5704 5797 5893 5900 5977 5981
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1068 1088 1102 1109 1136 1151 1158 1160 1173 1193
1198 1211 1236 1294 1304 1316 1376 1414 1454 1479
1487 1510 1528 1546 1568 1577 1594 1654 1679 1686
1722 1757 1788 1907 1911 1942 1969 1994 2056 2061
2087 2100 2130 2131 2144 2186 2208 2241 2247 2258
2286 2303 2309 2330 2333 2345 2399 2408 2438 2462
2481 2482 2489 2494 2498 2505 2523 2538 2561 2626
2645 2658 2669 2691 2777 2818 2835 2898 2914 2954
2955 3066 3074 3112 3122 3154 3165 3180 3187 3215
3253 3283 3300 3305 3332 3359 3404 3416 3424 3461
3479 3483 3523 3551 3574 3638 3654 3698 3710 3721
3754 3827 3852 3876 3883 3884 3911 3925 3975 3997
4022 4041 4064 4169 4182 4212 4213 4238 4242 4249
4254 4301 4302 4311 4312 4316 4333 4353 4383 4470
4490 4512 4518 4565 4571 4581 4599 4664 4703 4713
4718 4724 4744 4776 4796 4808 4811 4814 4831 4853
4889 4899 5063 5080 5087 5135 5146 5163 5176 5210
5265 5323 5336 5341 5390 5435 5467 5506 5510 5534
5549 5583 5591 5619 5625 5633 5637 5657 5696 5698
5711 5760 5850 5870 5877 5904 5906 5926 5993 5995
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

T , M  25 (AFP): 
Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe vowed today to press 
on with his controversial 
move to amend Japan’s 
paci ist constitution, un-
deterred by a political 
scandal that has dented 
his popularity.

Abe’s political capital 
is dwindling due to a wid-
ening scandal over the cut-
price sale of government 
land to one of his support-
ers, with the opposition 
suggesting his wife Akie 
may have played a role.

The scandal wors-
ened when inance min-
istry bureaucrats admit-
ted altering of icial re-
cords of the sales, erasing 

references to Abe and his 
wife as well as other po-
litical igures.

“I will thoroughly in-
vestigate and show the 
whole picture of what hap-
pened,” Abe told the annual 
meeting of the ruling Liber-
al Democratic Party.

“And I will ful il my 
duty by rebuilding the 
(government) organisa-
tion so that this will not 
happen again,” he said, 
reiterating his resolve to 
stay in power.

Abe has denied any 
involvement by him or 
his wife in the case but 
protesters have staged 
rallies across the nation.

His approval rating 
has fallen to its lowest 
level since his return to 
power at the end of 2012.

National attention is 
turning to parliamenta-
ry testimony scheduled 
for Tuesday by Nobuhi-
sa Sagawa, formerly the 
head of the inance min-

istry department that 
oversaw the land deal.

Despite his fading 
popularity, Abe told the 
party gathering he was 
committed to changing 
the constitution, imposed 
by the United States on 
the defeated nation after 
World War II.

Abe said he wants to 
end the debate over the 
constitutionality of Ja-
pan’s military, of icially 
known as the Self-De-
fence Forces (SDF). The 
constitution says Japan 
renounces war and will 
not maintain land, sea or 
air forces.

Scholars have long ar-
gued about whether the 

existence of the SDF is 
constitutional.

The military is well 
regarded by the general 
public, and there is wide-
spread acceptance of the 
government’s traditional 
view that they should be 
used only for self-defence.

Abe, however, in 
2015 expanded the role 
of the Japanese forces to 
include the defence of 
friendly nations, prompt-
ing protests from schol-
ars and voters alike that 
the change violated the 
constitution.

“Now is the time to re-
form the constitution,” said 
Abe. “Let us end this uncon-
stitutionality debate.

Japan PM Abe pledges constitution change amid scandal

Greece arrests 
traf ickers 
holding migrants 
hostage
T , M  25 
(AP): Greek police in the 
northern city of Thessa-
loniki say they have ar-
rested three Pakistanis 
who allegedly held 21 mi-
grants hostage in a ware-
house on the outskirts of 
the city, demanding mon-
ey to release them.

The migrants -- 13 Er-
itreans, 7 Pakistanis and 
one person from Myanmar 
-- had crossed over from 
Turkey on Wednesday and 
were taken by the three traf-
ickers to the warehouse. 

Police say the traf ickers 
were demanding USD 3,090 
from each person.

The arrests took 
place Friday but were an-
nounced today.

In an unrelated case, 
a car speeding south 
toward Athens went 
through highway tolls 
near Thessaloniki and 
was given chase. 

The driver abandoned 
the car, which carried ive 
Pakistani migrants. Greek 
police are still looking for 
the driver.

Chinese warns 
against ‘trade 
war,’ appeals for 
cooperation
B , M  25 (AP): A 
top Chinese of icial has 
warned a “trade war” 
would harm all sides but 
gave no indication of Bei-
jing’s possible next move 
in a spiraling dispute with 
President Donald Trump 
over steel and technology.

Speaking to global 
business leaders at an 
economic forum, Vice 
Premier Han Zheng ap-
pealed today for cooper-
ation to make economic 
globalization “bene icial 
for all.” Han says, “a trade 
war serves the interests 
of none. It will only lead to 
serious consequences and 
negative impact.” 

Han didn’t mention 
Trump by name but other 
Chinese of icials have said 
Beijing is ready to defend 
its interests after the US 
president approved pos-
sible higher tariffs on Chi-
nese goods in a dispute 
over its technology policy.

J , M  25 (AFP): 
Israeli jets pounded Hamas 
positions in Gaza overnight 
after Palestinians staged a 
cross-border raid into south-
ern Israel, the military said 
early today.

“Israel Air Force ighter jets 
targeted a terror target in a 
military compound belonging 
to the Hamas terror organisa-
tion in Rafah, southern Gaza 
Strip,” it said in an English-lan-
guage statement.

The strike on the enclave’s 
Islamist rulers came after four 
Palestinians “carrying bottles 
illed with lammable material” 

breached Gaza’s border fence 
on Saturday evening near the 
kibbutz of Kissu im, Israeli dai-
ly Haaretz reported, citing the 
army.

There, an army spokes-
woman told AFP, they attempt-
ed to torch heavy equipment 

used for work on the frontier 
barrier.

The machinery was dam-
aged but did not catch ire, and 

the attackers led back into 
Gaza, she said.

No casualties were report-
ed.

“The incident that took 
place yesterday is one of many 
severe incidents that have tak-
en place in the security fence 
area,” the statement said.

Israel holds Hamas, which 
rules Gaza, accountable for 
all attacks launched from the 
blockaded coastal territory.

Last month there was an 
uptick in cross-border vio-
lence, seen as among the most 
serious since Israel and Hamas 
fought a war in 2014 -- their 
third since 2008.

After a bomb wounded four 
Israeli soldiers inspecting the 
border fence on February 17, 
Israel responded by pound-
ing 18 Hamas facilities in two 
waves of air strikes.

Israeli ground forces also 
killed two Palestinian teenag-
ers in cross-border ire.

Israeli warplanes hit Hamas in Gaza: army
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ANWARUL HAQ 
A , M  25 (PTI):

India should play a major role 
in resolving the vexed Syrian 

refugee crisis, Jordan Prince Ali 
bin Al Hussein has said, citing 
the plight of millions in dire need 
of humanitarian assistance.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had met Jordan’s King 
Abdullah II during his visit to 
the Middle Eastern country last 
month during which both the 
sides held extensive talks on dif-
ferent issues including security.

India and Jordan enjoy friend-
ly ties since diplomatic relations 
were established in 1950.

Ali, ahead of the second Lau-
reates and Leaders for Children 
Summit 2018 here, said that In-
dia and Jordan have very good 
diplomatic relations.

“Prime Minister Modi had 
recently visited Jordan during 
which both the countries had 
vowed to step up cooperation 
on a number of areas and held 
talks on several issues. India is 
a fast-growing economy and a 
powerful country. So we expect 
India to play a key role in resolv-
ing the Syria refugee crisis and 
other such issues,” Ali told re-
porters yesterday.

The Summit, to be held from 
March 26 to 27, will bring togeth-
er Nobel Laureates and World 

Leaders with youth from around 
the world to deliberate and de-
velop a plan of action to address 
the challenges faced by children.

Ali is the co-organiser of the 
Summit.

Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Kailash Satyarthi said that India 
is the world’s largest democra-
cy. It is the land which gives the 
message of peace and humanity.

“India is home to the world’s 
third largest Muslim population 
where people have been living 
peacefully for the last several 
decades. Peaceful co-existence is 
India’s heritage. So, it becomes 
the responsibility of the people 
and the Indian government to 
spread this message to the other 
parts of the world. These ideas 
can go a long way in resolving 
the Syria crisis,” Satyarthi said.

India has been extending a 
helping hand to many countries 
including Afghanistan, Nepal 

and South Sudan, he said.
Abdullah II had visited India 

for three days last month, nearly 
three weeks after Modi travelled 
to Jordan as part of his trip to 
West Asia, including Palestine.

After extensive talks be-
tween the two leaders in New 
Delhi, the two sides had signed 
12 agreements in a wide range 
of areas including defence, 
health and medicine.

Prince Ali said that Jordan 
has been playing a major role 
in tackling the refugee crisis in 
West Asia. Jordan’s place is the 
second in the list of countries 
accepting most of the refugees.

“We hope to come up with 
great solutions to the issues of 
migrants including children in 
the Summit,” Ali said.

Established by Satyarthi, the 
second edition of the Laureates 
and Leaders for Children Sum-
mit 2018 will be held at the King 

Hussein Bin Talal Convention 
Centre on the historic banks of 
the Dead Sea in Jordan.

More than 5.6 million Syri-
ans have led the country as ref-
ugees, according to the UN. Half 
of people affected are children.

Healthcare centres, schools, 
and water and sanitation sys-
tems have been damaged during 
the course of the war between 
the Syrian government troops 
and the rebels.

An estimated 2.75 million 
Syrians are registered in Tur-
key, around 3.5 per cent of the 
country’s population, according 
to International Crisis Group, an 
independent body working to 
prevent wars and shape policies 
for a more peaceful world.

More than 13 million people 
in Syria are in need of humani-
tarian assistance, several stud-
ies have suggested.

Jordan prince wants India to play 
key role in Syrian refugee crisis

Aussie media slams ‘arrogance’ 
of out-of-touch cricketers

M , M  25 (AFP): A ball-tampering scandal 
enveloping Australia’s cricket team was described as 
a dark day for the sport today, as critics slammed the 
players for being out of touch with a furious public.

The premeditated plan to alter the condition of the 
ball during Saturday’s third day of the third Test against 
South Africa at Newlands dominated news headlines 
and captain Steve Smith and his teammates were wide-
ly condemned.

Smith has admitted he was the mastermind of the 
premeditated plan hatched during the lunch break, add-
ing that the team’s “leadership group knew about it”.

“We now ind we have sent a squad of cricketers, 
pockets stuffed with money, tape and pitch litter, de-
termined to stretch the game’s rules and etiquette un-
til there is nothing left to do but cheat,” wrote Patrick 
Smith in The Australian.

“They came to a point where ‘the line’ could no lon-
ger be pushed any further validly and without a serious 
breach of rules. So senior players schemed to take ac-
tion that did more than bring the game into disrepute, 
it has shamed our nation.” 

Cricketers are among the most scrutinised athletes 
in the sporting-mad nation and there was dismay at 
their perceived lack of awareness of how serious their 
actions were.

“What is extraordinary, I think, is how it was done 
and how easily it was agreed to by the team and how, 
not unapologetic, but sort of oblivious to the conse-
quences Steve Smith and Cameron Bancroft seemed to 
be at the press conference,” cricket writer Gideon Haigh 
told national broadcaster ABC.

“I think over the last year or so, I’ve sensed a real 
disconnect between this team and the public, and this 
administration and the public,” he said.

“It’s almost as though both organisations, the team 
and (governing body) Cricket Australia, are in a bit of a 
bubble -- bubbles of their own making.” 

ABC senior commentator Jim Maxwell, regarded by 
many as voice of Australian cricket, said he was “more 
and more offended by the arrogance of some of the 
players in the way they behave”.
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EtCETERA

ARIES: Words of love, perhaps 
of a very idealistic nature, could 
be exchanged today between you 
and a romantic partner, Aries. 
One of you could even write 
a song or poem for the other. 
This can be a very healing and 
transformative experience, and 
could therefore make both of you 
feel very good. The only downside 
is that you could well view each 
other through rose-colored 
glasses. Remember that you’re 
both human! Enjoy your day.  
TAURUS: Study of intellectual or 
spiritual subjects that particularly 
interest you could keep you at 
home for much of the day, Taurus. 
More than one visitor might 
drop by in order to discuss these 
matters, perhaps bringing a few 
books. Discussions could take 
on an imaginative, idealistic, and 
even mystical level, which could 

prove inspiring for all involved. 
Take notes, because you’ll want 
to be sure and remember these 
conversations.  
GEMINI:  Intuition enhances 
communications of all kinds today, 
Gemini. If you’ve been thinking 
about doing some writing, this is 
the day to get started. Your mind 
is particularly expansive, and your 
imagination is working at a very 
high level. Insights that might not 
normally come to you add new 
depth and dimension to your 
writing, whether a poem, novel, 
article, or letter to a friend. Make 
the most of it!  
CANCER: Imagination combines 
with intellectual abilities to 
enable you to make some 
creative changes to your home, 
Cancer. This could be something 
minor, such as purchasing 
plants, or a major project, such 

as remodeling or redecorating. 
Whatever you choose to do, 
you’re likely to channel a lot of 
your energy into it right now in 
order to produce results that 
you and the other members of 
your household can be happy 
with. Have fun!  
LEO: You could make a trip to 
the library today, Leo, as you 
may need to track down some 
intellectual, spiritual, or practical 
information required for a task 
or project you’re working on. You 
may ind yourself spending more 
time there than you’d originally 
planned, as you might discover 
facts or ideas that open up 
fascinating new trains of thought. 
If your time is limited, keep track 
of the hour. If not, have fun!      
VIRGO: Your intuition has 
been steadily increasing over 
the past few months, Virgo, 

and today it could operate at 
a particularly high level. More 
than one premonition may 
come to you, and you’ll probably 
ind yourself picking up more 

frequently on the thoughts and 
feelings of others. If you’re into 
the arts, inspiration may come 
that you should de initely make 
use of. Don’t worry about what’s 
practical. Think of inspiration as 
an assignment from the Universe!  
LIBRA: Assessment of others’ 
ideas may be a main focus today, 
Libra. Group activities could 
require your intellectual input. 
A friend could come to you with 
an idea for a project of some 
kind. Writing or speaking may 
be involved in some way. Your 
friend isn’t in a very practical 
frame of mind, so don’t be 
surprised if the ideas don’t seem 
very workable right now. Don’t 

be discouraging, however. Your 
friend may surprise you!          
SCORPIO: Professional interests 
are de initely served by your 
intuition and fertile imagination 
today, Scorpio. Writing, 
speaking, or the dramatic arts 
could be involved. If your career 
involves communication in any 
form, expect to capture the 
interest of a lot of people now. 
Positive career changes are in 
the wind, although they may not 
be apparent to you just yet. This 
isn’t the time to worry about 
the future. For now, let your 
imagination guide you.  
SAGITTARIUS: Your mind is 
probably taking a mystical 
turn, Sagittarius. This is a 
great day to study spiritual 
or metaphysical concepts or 
expand your knowledge of ields 
like astrology, numerology, or 

the other occult sciences. Books 
and lectures may come to your 
attention, and discussions 
with friends who share your 
interests should set your mind 
going. Don’t let today pass you 
by. Expand your mind.  
CAPRICORN: Dreams or visions 
could bring sudden and exciting 
insights with regard to career 
issues, Capricorn. These dreams 
could steer you toward books, 
websites, and other sources of 
information that can provide 
further guidance that could well 
prove invaluable. The source 
of your insights may be rather 
unorthodox, but don’t write them 
off because of that. Think of them 
as messages from your higher self 
and make the most of them.    
AQUARIUS: You’re apt to 
be especially attuned to the 
thoughts and feelings of 

partners at this time, Aquarius. 
In fact, you might ind yourself 
picking up so much that it’s a bit 
overwhelming. Nonetheless, it 
is an advantage. You’ll probably 
know instinctively what those 
around you want, and this new 
sensitivity should de initely 
score you some points with 
romantic partners alike. Don’t 
be afraid to make use of it. 
PISCES: Work on projects 
that require imagination and 
sensitivity could well take up 
a lot of your time today, Pisces. 
Some in-depth research may be 
involved. The work might require 
a lot of energy and concentration, 
perhaps more than you expected, 
but you should be more than 
satis ied with the results in 
the end. Just make sure to take 
breaks, and don’t forget to eat. 
You’ll need the fuel, after all!
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Ariana Grande performed her Dangerous Woman hit “Be Alright” at the March for Our 
Lives rally in Washington D.C. Saturday. Grande is a native of Boca Raton, Florida, a 
town adjacent to Parkland, Florida, the site of the tragic school shooting that served 
as the catalyst for the March for Our Lives protest. “This is for those brilliant students 
here today that are leading this march and for everybody participating today. Thank 
you so much for fi ghting for change and for love and safety and for our future.” Grande 
told the crowd of thousands at the rally. The singer’s performance at the country-
spanning rally to end gun violence marked Grande’s fi rst concert appearance since 
September, when she sang at a Charlottesville, Virginia benefi t concert aimed at 
healing that community in the aftermath of the deadly white nationalist rally.

M , M  25 (PTI): On 
the 70th birth anniversary of 
veteran actor, Farooq Sheikh, 
search engine Google has 
paid homage to him with a 
special doodle.

“Today’s Doodle by Nim-
it Malavia is a tribute to Fa-
rouque Sheikh’s cinematic 
career in a style evocative of 
hand-painted movie posters 
of the 1970s, and especially 
‘Umrao Jaan’.

“We see the wide-eyed 
romantic hero of the 1970’s 
mature into a comfortingly 
familiar TV presence of the 
1990’s, bridging the gap be-

tween mainstream and art-
house cinema in India along 
the way,” Google posted on its 
of icial doodle blog.

Born in 1948, in a simple 
middle-class household, Sheikh 

studied law at college but he 
continued to dabble in theater 
on the side, and eventually de-
cided to give acting a go.

Sheikh made a tremen-
dous contribution in theatre, 

ilms and TV as well. He start-
ed his career in Bollywood 
in 1973 with “Garm Hava” 
and is best remembered for 
his performances in ilms 
like “Shatranj Ke Khiladi”, 
“Chashme Buddoor”, “Kissi Se 
Na Kehna” and “Noorie”.

His last ilm was “Club 60” 
and before that he was seen 
playing the role of a father to 
Ranbir Kapoor’s character in 
“Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani”.

He also hosted the pop-
ular TV show “Jeena issi ka 
naam hai” in which he inter-
viewed many Bollywood ce-
lebrities.

L  A , M  25 (PTI): Legend-
ary singer Paul McCartney joined the 
thousands protesting gun violence 
across the US at the March for Our Lives 
in New York.

The Beatles star also honoured his 
friend and bandmate John Lennon while 
talking part in the protest.

“As you know, one of my best friends 
was shot not far from here. It is import-
ant to me,” McCartney told CNN.

In 1980, Lennon was shot by gun-
man Mark David Chapman outside 
New York’s Dakota apartment building, 
where the singer lived at the time with 
his wife, Yoko Ono.

McCartney sported a black T-shirt 
that read “We can end gun violence,” 
and held a March for Our Lives sign. He 
was joined by his wife Nancy Shevell at 
the rally blocks away from the Dakota 
Building.

Another celebrity who was snapped 
at the New York march was Cynthia Nix-
on, who recently announced her candi-
dacy for New York governor.

Several other celebs expressed their 
support for the cause and attended 
rallies in their cities. Demi Lovato per-
formed at the Washington, DC rally, and 

others like Kim Kardashian West, Liev 
Schreiber, and Nick Offerman supported 
the move via social media.

Paul McCartney joins March for Our 
Lives, remembers John Lennon

Google remembers Farooq Sheikh on 70th birth anniv

SANDIP KOLHATKAR 
P , M  25 (PTI):

A Pune-based group is teaming 
up with some renowned female 

stand-up comedians to organise a 
show to create awareness about 
gender-based violence.

The show will be part of the 
group’s annual event, `Take Back 
The Night’ (TBTN), on April 11 and 
help raise funds for women who 

have been victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault, the organ-
isers said.

The out it - Aks Foundation - has 
been working in the area of gen-
der-based violence, primarily do-
mestic violence and sexual assault, 
and offers counselling, advocacy 
and support to victims.

“We provide support to victims 
of domestic abuse and violence in 
order to empower them and help 
them overcome the situation and 
become self-reliant,” said Barkha 
Bajaj, a noted psychologist who 
founded the organisation.

She said the foundation has two 
types of programmes - intervention 
and prevention.

“In intervention, women impact-
ed by violence, sexual assault or abuse 
call our 24/7 helpline number and we 

provide counselling, legal support or 
sometimes both,” she added.

To provide legal support and 
help the victims get on their feet, 
funds are needed, Bajaj said.

“On prevention front, we orga-
nise various workshops in schools, 
colleges and other places to create 
awareness about domestic violence, 
good and bad touch and other is-
sues,” the Aks Foundation function-
ary said.

“Take Back The Night is our an-
nual fund-raiser event that happens 
in April with the same title. Every 
year we do something different. 
Last time, it was music and poetry.

“Since this year it’s going to be 
the 10th edition of TBTN, which has 
a tag line ‘freedom to stand-up’, we 
decided to organise a show featur-
ing women stand-up comedians,” 

Bajaj informed.
“The event is held in April be-

cause April is observed as sexual 
assault awareness month globally,” 
she said.

The reason why a show featur-
ing women comedians is being or-
ganised because this arena is male 
dominated, she maintained.

The show is going to talk about 
issues related to women and empha-
sise on the need to provide a safe en-
vironment for them, Bajaj said.

“We (women) should not be 
the one who should be told that we 
cannot go out in the night. We need 
to change the conversation around 
this. Maybe, we need to educate 
men more and make one thing clear 
that women will go out and it is the 
men who need to manage their be-
haviour,” opined Bajaj.

Priya Parkhi, one of the organ-
isers of TBTN, said the programme 
will feature four women stand-up 
comedians, including Niveditha 
Prakasam, the winner of TV show 
‘Queens of Comedy’.

“We want to create awareness 
in a lighter but sarcastic way. We 
don’t want to make the whole thing 
very serious and preachy. We want 
to put it out as what is happening 
(how women are subjected to ha-
rassment).

“Niveditha is coming for the 
event and she herself did a piece 
during the (TV) show on the topic 
and we are happy she would be per-
forming,” said Parkhi.

Talking about the audience, she 
said they are expecting a mixed 
crowd. “We don’t want this whole 
thing to be women-centric and feel 

men should also hear and get to 
know what is happening.” 

Asked about the content, she 
said the participants are working 
on it.

Besides Prakasam, the other 
stand-up comedians expected to 
perform at TBTN are Sonali Thak-
kar, Aayushi Jagad and Supriya Joshi.

Talking to PTI, Jagad said Bajaj 
had been in touch with them and 
she wanted really strong voices to 
show women can have fun and also 
talk about serious issues.

“I do a lot of stuff about femi-
nism, situations faced by women, in 
a funny way. I know there is nothing 
funny about women going through 
different kinds of harassment on 
a daily basis, but I try to prove my 
point sarcastically and I love doing 
my stuff,” she said.

A COMEDY SHOW THAT WILL TAKE A 
SERIOUS LOOK AT WOMEN’S ISSUES

Millie Bobby 
Brown 
Dedicates Kids’ 
Choice Award 
and Shirt to 
Gun Victims

Millie Bobby Brown’s 
denim button-down 

said it all. Appearing at 
the 2018 Kids’ Choice 
Awards in the same Cal-
vin Klein ensemble Kim 
Kardashian West wore in 
the brand’s ad campaign, 
the Stranger Things ac-
tress customized the back 
of her shirt to feature the 

names of the 17 victims of 
the Parkland, Fla. shoot-
ing. Above the names read 
“March For Our Lives” 
in support of the week-
end’s nationwide protest 
against gun violence.

The actress who plays 
Eleven on the Net lix hit 
took to the stage to accept 
the award for Favorite TV 

Actress before calling at-
tention to the cause in an 
emotional speech. 

“Thank you so much 
for this award, and to 
Nickelodeon for bringing 
us all together. As we saw 
a moment ago, the March 
for Our Lives demonstra-
tions that took place all 
over the world today have 

inspired me and impacted 
us all in one way or anoth-
er,” said Millie.

“But more than any-
thing, I get to be up here, 
and I’m privileged to have 
a voice that can be heard, 
one that I can use to hope-
fully make a positive dif-
ference and help in luence 
change,” the 14-year-old 

star added. “OK, so there’s 
an amazing support, love 
and kindness in this room 
right now, and I want to 
encourage everyone to 
embrace it and to pass it 
on.”

“For the angels among 
us, your spirit lives on. 
This is for you,” she con-
cluded.


