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D  (WB), S  2 
(PTI): A massive search 
operation was launched 
by the West Bengal Police 
today in the Darjeeling 
hills and adjoining areas 
for the absconding GJM 
supremo Bimal Gurung, 
even as the indeϐinite 
shutdown for a separate 
Gorkhaland entered its 
80th day.

West Bengal Minister 
Gautam Deb has accused 
the Sikkim government 
and police administra-
tion of helping Gurung 
and his associates to ϐlee.

“They (Sikkim gov-
ernment) have been help-
ing the GJM. The Sikkim 
government and the po-
lice administration have 
helped Bimal Gurung 
and his associates to ϐlee. 
They are giving protec-
tion to Gurung,” he told a 
Bengali TV channel today.

The Sikkim govern-
ment might have a “hidden 
agenda” behind its alleged 
move to help Gurung ϐlee 
during a raid by the West 
Bengal police in that state 
yesterday, he said.

“Whatever the Sikkim 
government and their 
police department are 
doing is totally unconsti-
tutional. When the unrest 

in the Darjeeling hills 
started they supported 
GJM’s demand of sepa-
rate state of Gorkhaland,” 
he said.

A lookout notice had 
been issued against Gu-
rung, who has cases un-
der the UAPA against him, 
on Friday for his alleged 
involvement in various 
cases, including a bomb 
blast in Kalimpong police 
station in which a civic 
volunteer was killed.

Gurung had described 
the issuance of the look-
out notice against him 
as a “conspiracy” by the 
West Bengal government.

“I had condemnded 
the bomb blasts. We are 
holding the agitation in 
a democratic manner,” he 
said in an audio message 
from an unknown loca-
tion which was broadcast 
by a TV channnel.

The shutdown in the 
hills is on after Gurung 
revoked party convenor 
Tamang’s decision of sus-
pending it till September 
12, when the next round 
of dialogue with the state 
government is scheduled.

The GJM chief had 
also expelled Tamang 
yesterday on the charge 
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West Bengal Tourism 
Minister Gautam 

Deb today accused the 
Sikkim government and 
police administration of 
protecting GJM supre-
mo Bimal Gurung, who 
has cases under UAPA 
against him, and helping 
him “ϐlee”. He, however, 
completely ignored the 
extrajudicial actions of 
the Bengal police which 
ventured into Sikkim 
without jurisdiction or 
sanction or even valid ar-
rest warrants yesterday.

“Whatever Sikkim 
government and their 
police department are 
doing is totally uncon-
stitutional. When the 
unrest in the Darjeeling 
hills started, they sup-
ported the GJM’s de-
mand of separate state 
of Gorkhaland,” Deb, who 
is elected from north 
Bengal, told a Bengali TV 
channel.

The Sikkim govern-
ment might have a hid-
den agenda behind its 
move to help Gurung 
ϐlee during a raid by 
West Bengal police in the 
neighbouring state, Deb 

said.
Senior police ofϐicials 

in Sikkim, meanwhile, 
highlight that the Bengal 
police acted way beyond 
all established protocols 
and interstate policing 
rules when they entered 
Sikkim yesterday armed 
to the teeth in three 
groups and ran riot. 

The Bengal Minister 
preferred to leave the 
criminality of Bengal po-
lice’s actions in Sikkim 
unaddressed and further 
vented, “They have been 
helping GJM. The Sikkim 
government and the po-
lice administration had 
helped Bimal Gurung 
and his associates to ϐlee. 
They are giving protec-
tion to Gurung.”

“How can they pro-
vide protection to a per-
son like Gurung who had 
cases against him under 
UAPA? A lookout notice 
has been issued against 
Gurung and instead of 
helping the West Bengal 
police to nab him, they 
are helping him to ϐlee. I 
think the Sikkim govern-
ment has some motive 
behind it,” Deb alleged.

From the other side 

Sikkim Police FIR 
against Kpg SP records 
details of fatal iring
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Namchi District Session Court 
has granted three days in-

terim bail to Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha party sabhasad, Sabitri 
Chamling, today as West Bengal 
police failed to produce relevant 
evidence to support the arrest 
made by them on 01 Sept at Mel-
li, South Sikkim. 

It may be recalled that Sik-
kim Police had, on Friday, pre-
vented West Bengal police from 
taking arrested GJM leaders 
and also ϐiled a murder charge 
against the Kalimpong Super-
intendent of Police for shooting 
Dawa Bhutia, a GJM party work-
er from Kalimpong who along 
with several other party work-
ers is said to have attended a 
GJM party meeting in Namchi. 

Meanwhile, GJM Organisa-
tion Secretary Central Commit-

tee, Francise Dewan, and MLA 
Kalimpong, Shanti Savita Rai 
today met with media persons 
here at Namchi and condemned 
the act of WB police and WB 
government initiating such op-
eration in another state and 
killing an innocent and unarmed 
supporter of Gorkhaland agita-
tion.

Mr Dewan informed that 
GJM was conducting a high lev-
el conϐidential meeting here at 
Namchi in Seven Hills Resort. 

While the meeting was in 
progress, they received informa-
tion that WB police was carrying 
out raids and arresting support-
ers in the area, following which 
they concluded their meeting. 
However, some of the support-
ers got arrested and one youth 
was shot dead by WB police. He 
alleged that the Kalimpong SP 
had shot the youth himself.

Mr Dewan further said that 
theirs is a peaceful protest de-
manding their constitutional 
right but the Bengal government 

has always tried to suppress 
their protest by killing innocent 
people of the hills. The shooting 
of GJM youth on Friday proves 
that the West Bengal govern-
ment can go to any length to 
suppress the Gorkhaland move-
ment, even break interstate 
rules, he added.

This is truly an act of police 
terrorism against hills people of 
Darjeeling, said Mr Dewan. He 
has urged the state government 
of Sikkim to intervene and ar-
rest the SP Kalimpong and help 
them to give justice to the de-
ceased youth, Dawa Bhutia.

Similarly, Kalimpong MLA, 
Savita Rai said that the lives of 
those ϐighting for Gorkhaland 
are in danger. The West Bengal 
government has directed its po-
lice force to act like terrorists in 
uniform, she alleged.

She thanked the Sikkim gov-
ernment for their immense sup-
port to the cause and the people 
of Namchi for providing safe 
passage on Friday. She has ap-

pealed to the state government 
of Sikkim to launch a state level 
investigation into this murder. 

According to the First Infor-
mation Report (FIR) ϐiled by Sub 
Inspector (Namchi), Kunchok N 
Wangdi at Namchi Police Sta-
tion, one of the party workers, 
Lalit Poudyal had brought the 
deceased with a gunshot wound 
to Namchi District Hospital for 
emergency medical attention. 
The Medical Ofϐicer on duty 
however declared the patient 
‘brought dead’. 

Interrogation of Mr Poudy-
al revealed that the deceased 
had boarded an SUV vehicle 
along with him and three other 
GJM workers after the meeting 
wrapped up. The deceased was 
reportedly heading towards Pe-
dong.

According to Mr Poudyal 
they came across two SUVs with 
WB number plates and Bengal 
police logo at Long Kholcha near 
Bhanjyang Bazaar. While cross-
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Namchi police has 
maintained that they 

did not have any infor-
mation regarding the 
operation conducted by 
West Bengal Police in-
side Sikkim to round up 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
leaders on Friday here at 
Namchi. 

As informed by Su-
perintendent of Police 
(South), Pratap Pradhan, 
investigations have al-
ready begun regarding 
the shooting and the al-
leged GJM meeting which 

was held at Namchi with-
out any knowledge of the 
police.  

The SP also informed 
that the post mortem 
examination of Dawa 
Bhutia, who was alleged-
ly shot by the WB police 
personnel on Friday 
along Bhanjyang-Sadam 
road, was conducted to-
day at Namchi District 
Hospital in the presence 
of his family members. 

In the meantime, the 
residents of Bhanjyang 
village have ϐiled a com-
plaint against the West 
Bengal police for threat-

ening the residents and 
conducting raids in civil 
dress and fully armed 
without any ofϐicial per-
mission. The WB police 
allegedly threatened the 
residents of ‘consequenc-
es’ if they have supported 
the GJM members.  

“We are feeling in-
secure as West Bengal 
police opened ϐire and 
killed a man in our area 
without anyone know-
ing. They are continuous-
ly patrolling the village 
and threatening us for no 
reason,” said Roshan Rai, 
a Bhanjyang resident. 

G , 02 S  
[IPR]: The Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan [RMSA], Human 
Resource Development 
Department [Govern-
ment of Sikkim] has 
launched Organic Farm-
ing as a subject in 34 
Secondary and Senior 
Secondary Schools as a 
pilot project. To mark 
the launch an orientation 
programme of School 
Heads and students was 
held at Buriakhop Se-
nior Secondary School in 
West Sikkim today.

Minister of HRDD, RB 
Subba, attended the occa-
sion as chief guest along 
with Advisor-HRDD, OT 
Lepcha and Additional 
Chief Secretary-HRDD, 
GP Upadhyaya, as guests 
of honour.

The main objective 
of the programme was 

to enlighten the students 
about organic farming 
while providing practical 

hands-on experience on 
the subject and encour-
age them towards taking 

it up to become self em-
ployed. 

It may be mentioned 

here that the current 
pilot project is being 
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Two under 
trials escape 
Namchi prison 
through tunnel
SUMMIT REPORT
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Two under trial in-
mates who were un-

der judicial custody at 
Namchi District Prison, 
South Sikkim staged a 
daring escape from the 
district prison this morn-
ing. The two escaped 
through a tunnel dug un-
der the jail’s walls.

Yogesh Bardewa (21) 
of Jarong, South Sikkim, 
was under judicial custo-
dy at Namchi prison since  
11 Feb 2017 and Kishan 
Gurung (26) of Jaldhaka, 
Darjeeling district was in 
the prison since 29 Nov 
2016. Both were booked 
under POSCO Act and the 
case is under trial at the 
District Session Court 
Namchi.

SP Jail, SK Shresta 
informed that the jail 
personnel found the two 
inmates missing at 6:40 
a.m. this morning when 
they were carrying out 
their usual counting of 
inmates. On enquiry it 
was learnt that the two 
had been sent to dispose 
of garbage and had not 
returned thereafter.

Jail authorities imme-
diately started a search 
operation and found a 
tunnel dug under the 
jail’s wall through which 
the duo had escaped. A 
complaint has been ϐiled 
at Namchi PS and search 
is on to trace the duo. 

As per the SP, all check 
posts in the border towns 
of Sikkim have been alert-
ed and search operation 
is underway. He also said 
that due to continuous 
rainfall the soil under the 
walls had become pliable 
and the two prisoners 
took advantage of this 
managing to dig a tunnel 
under the wall.
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A daylong training programme on care and 
management of dairy cattle was orga-

nized by Agriculture Technology Management 
Agency [ATMA] in collaboration with Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra, West Sikkim, at Nambu in 
Gyalshing on 26 Aug, a press release informs.

The programme was attended by the 
Panchayat of Nambu as chief guest with 
Subject Matter Specialist-Animal Science, 
Dr Lakhi Doma Bhutia as resource person.

Dr Bhutia highlighted on deworming, 
vaccination, importance of hygiene and san-
itation of farm, and common diseases like 
mastitis and milk fever.

Forty ϐive progressive farmers partici-
pated in the event, the release adds.
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Training cum demon-
stration programme 

on organic management 
of diseases and pests in 
different vegetables was 
organized by Block Tech-
nology Manager-Agricul-
ture Technology Man-
agement Agency [West 
Sikkim], Safal Pandey, at 
Aarigaon in West Sikkim 
on 29 Aug.

A press release in-
forms that the training 
was organized at the 
farm school and had the 
participation of 34 farm-
ers including the farm 
school teacher, Karah 
Nanda Sharma.

The training pro-
gramme was divided into 
theory and demonstra-
tion parts. The theory 
portion was covered by 

Subject Matter Special-
ist-Plant Protection, Ro-
hini Silwal, wherein she 
explained about the var-
ious diseases and insect 
pests of both Kharif and 
Rabi vegetable crops and 
their organic manage-
ment in detail.

The demonstration 
portion was covered by 
District Manager-Centre 
for Sustainable Agricul-
ture [West Sikkim], Lax-
mi Prasad Khatiwada. He 
demonstrated practically 
the method of prepara-
tion of various in-situ or-
ganic biopesticides which 
can be prepared with 
raw materials available 
at home which enables 
farmers to be self-reliant 
and not be dependent on 
the commercial organic 
formulations to cater to 
their needs.
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Dalapchand Gram 
Panchayat Unit, East 

Sikkim, in collaboration 
with State Institute of 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj, Rural 
Management & Develop-
ment Department orga-
nized ‘Gramin Protsahan 
Karyakram’ on 01 Sept, a 
press release informs.

Adhyaksha-East, Bi-
mal Dawari, attended 
the programme as chief 
guest accompanied by 
Vice Convener-SDF Che-
li Morcha [East], Bishnu 
Maya Barali, as guest of 
honor.

Also attending the 
event were Additional 
District Collector-De-
velopment [Pakyong], 
Roshni Rai, Block Devel-

opment Ofϐicer-Regu, 
Sabindra Rai, Agriculture 
Inspector, Ashok Gurung, 
Headmaster of Dalap-

chand Secondary School, 
ST Bhutia, Horticulture 
Development Ofϐicer, 
Chopel Bhutia, Village 

Level Worker, Ishue K 
Rai, Standing Commit-
tees, NGO members, Self 
Help Group members 

and the local public.
The programme 

started with the welcome 
address by Dalapchand 
Panchayat member, 
Shachin Rai, which was 
followed by a debrieϐing 
session by Panchayat 
Secretary, Mani Kumar 
Rai, wherein he shared 
the Gram Panchayat’s 
experience during the 
tenure of ϐive years as a 
Panchayat.

Dalapchand GPU also 
felicitated six persons 
for their contributions 
namely Shanti Maya Rai 
[land donor], Doman Das 
Rai [Floriculture], Jhagar 
Mani Rai [Horticulture], 
Uttar K Gurung [Agri-
culture], Umesh Dawari 
[Chairperson-Chandanay 
Milk Cooperative Cen-
tre] and Udhay Sam-

pang [Khambu Valley 
Homestay].

Chief guest Mr 
Dawari, in his keynote 
address, encouraged the 
SHG members to concen-
trate on innovative and 
sustainable livelihood 
sector. He also appreci-
ated the efforts put in by 
State Institute for Rural 
Development & Pancha-
yati Raj to strengthen the 
PRIs in Sikkim.

He congratulated the 
GPU for organizing the 
programme and extend-
ed best wishes to the fe-
licitated individuals.

Further, Mr Dawari 
gifted a utility vehicle 
worth Rs 14 lakh to Da-
lapchand GPU for trans-
portation of organic veg-
etables and milk to Gang-
tok, the release adds.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 02 S :

Block Administra-
tive Centre of Rak-

dong-Tintek organised 
‘Run for Swachh Bharat 
Mission’ on 01 Sept from 
Makha Bazaar to Rak-
dong-Tintek BAC in East 
Sikkim. The 20 KM run 
was participated by all 
the Senior Secondary 
Schools of Rakdong-Tint-
ek including Sanskrit Ma-
havidhyalaya, Samdong.

The first position 
was secured by Sam-
dong SSS followed by 
Makha SSS, Dikchu SSS 
and Sanskrit Mahavid-
hyalaya taking the sec-
ond, third and fourth 
positions, respectively.

The marathon was 
ϐlagged off by Zilla Mem-

ber-Samdong Kambal 
GPU, Saraswati Regmi, in 
the presence of Block De-
velopment Ofϐicer-Tint-
ek, Uttam Chettri, Assis-
tant Director-Sports, YN 
Sapkota, along with oth-
er dignitaries.

Also attending the 
programme were Pancha-
yat Vice President-Rak-
dong Tintek GPU, Ganden 
Lepcha, as chief guest 
along with Panchayat 
Vice President-Samdong 
Kambal GPU, Kessang 
Bhutia, and Gram Pan-
chayat members from 
Rakdong-Tintek and Sam-
dong Kambal GPUs.

The winners of the 
marathon were awarded 
with prizes and certiϐi-
cates. The best essay write-
up on open defecation 
and its impacts was also 

awarded during the event.
The role and respon-

sibility of National Ser-
vice Scheme volunteers 
in social upliftment was 
highlighted by Coordi-
nator-NSS Dikchu, Arjun 
Pradhan. The NSS vol-
unteers of Dikchu SSS 
presented a song com-
posed on Swachh Bharat 
followed by a dance pre-
sentation on Swachhata 
by a Self Help Group of 
Tintek.

Further, the pledge 
on ‘Sankalp Se Siddhi’ 
was administered by 
BDO, Uttam Chettri.

The function also 
featured the felicitation 
of Panchayat Develop-
ment Assistant of Rak-
dong-Tintek for his con-
tribution towards Swa-
chh Bharat Mission.

S , 02 S  (IPR): So-
cial Justice, Empowerment 
and Welfare Department 
Minister, Tulshi Devi Rai laid 
the foundation stone for two 
additional rooms to be con-
structed at Suntaley Junior 
High School today. 

The Minister cum Area MLA 
also inaugurated the boy’s dor-
mitory and classrooms of the 
newly constructed building 
of Eklavya Model Residential 
School (EMRS) 

The inauguration cere-
mony was also attended by 
Special Secretary (SJE&WD), 
Dhanjyoti Mukhia, District Col-
lector (South), Raj Yadav, Head 
of Departments, along with the 
teachers, students and local 
residents.

Addressing, the gathering 
Ms Rai spoke in brief about 
the EMRS institution and how 
it provides quality education 
to the young generation. She 
said that the establishment of 
EMRS in Suntaley ‘will beneϐit 
the locals immensely as it will 
create job opportunities and 
will assist locals to be self-suf-
ϐicient and self-reliant’. 

Ms. Rai underlined that the 
development of EMRS in Sun-
taley is an asset and encour-
aged the public and the depart-
ment to work in coordination. 
Emphasizing on the impor-
tance of education Ms Rai said 
that education is extremely 
vital as it enables the students 

to become self dependent and 
conϐident. She also urged the 
students present to utilize the 
opportunity of getting free 
education from the state gov-
ernment to its fullest and to ef-
fectively and efϐiciently build a 
bright future. 

Special Secretary 

(SJE&WD), Dhanjyoti Mukh-
ia in her address assured that 
girls will also be able to get ad-
mission in the school from the 
next academic session along 
with a ‘good girl’s hostel in 
Suntaley’.  

Speaking during the oc-
casion, DC (South), Raj Yadav 

updated the gathering about 
the various developmental 
plans sanctioned by the South 
District Administration for 
the constructive growth of 
the area. He further motivat-
ed the students to strive for 
excellence in educational and 
co-curricular activities.

During, the course of the 
program SJE&WD Minister, 
Tulshi Rai alongside EMRS 
Managing Committee distrib-
uted appointment orders to 
the newly appointed staff of 
EMRS and gave out track suits 
and shoes to EMRS students.

Ms Rai also distributed 
sponsorship cheques under 
Integrated Child Protection 
Scheme (ICPS) initiated by 
SJE&W Department to two 
students. Additionally, in a 
bid to promote e-learning the 
South District Administration 
presented a color TV and a 
pen-drive to Suntaley JHS. The 
inaugural ceremony also saw 
the felicitation to land donors 
and Minister Tulshi Rai for her 
relentless service in uplifting 
the lives of the general public 
of the area.  
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Bharatiya Janta Party 
Sikkim Pradesh has 

stated that West Bengal 
police action on Friday 
in Namchi, South Sikkim 
without the knowledge 
of Sikkim government 
and administration and 
the death of a youth in 
police ϐiring is a big crisis 
and proves that there is 
no security in Sikkim. 

A BJP press release 
issued by its state-unit 
president, DB Chauhan, 

states that Sikkim being 
a border State, the State 
and Central government 
should not take such inci-
dents lightly and should 
guarantee security to the 
Sikkimese people. 

While strongly con-
demning the incident, the 
state BJP has demanded 
a judicial enquiry into 
the whole incident.

The party has also ex-
pressed its deep condo-
lence to the family of the 
deceased, Dawa Tshering 
Bhutia.

Rakdong-Tintek runs for Swachh Bharat Mission 

Welfare Minister inaugurates new 
building of EMRS Suntaley

Namchi incident 
proves lack of security 

in Sikkim: BJP

Organic management 
of pests and diseases 
training at Aarigaon

Gramin Protsahan Karyakram held at Dalapchand

Training on care of dairy livestock at Nambu
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Sikkim Subject Com-
mittee [SSC] has 

condemned the act of 
West Bengal Police en-
tering Sikkim without 
fulfilling legal obliga-
tions on 01 Sept.

In a press release 
issued by vice conve-
ner-SSC, Nawin Kiran, the 
committee has appealed 
to the state government 
and the Sikkimese people 
to come forward to op-
pose such illegal act by the 
West Bengal authorities.

The committee has 
further suggested to the 
West Bengal Government 
to keep their house in or-
der further adding that 
India is governed by the 
Constitution and one 
should not forget about 
territorial jurisdiction.

“If at all the West 
Bengal Government ϐinds 
out that there are any 
fugitives wanted by the 

law in Bengal, the Ben-
gal Government should 
follow the process of law. 
Crossing the jurisdiction 
and killing [allegedly] 
people in Sikkim is not at 
all acceptable to us,” Mr 
Kiran has expressed in 
the release.

The committee has 
urged Sikkimese people 
to stay united on this is-
sue without politicizing 
the matter and has ap-
pealed for precise inves-
tigation by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
on the death on Dawa 
Bhutia who was allegedly 
shot dead by WB police 
on Friday.

Mr Kiran has further 
cautioned the masses 
of both Sikkim and Dar-
jeeling/Kalimpong that 
there are some agents 
who have been going 
around talking about Sik-
kim-Darjeeling merger 
and has appealed to keep 
away from such rumors.

SSC condemns West 
Bengal police’s 

foray into Sikkim
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 S :

Two Rotarians from 
Rotaract Club of Sri 

Ramaswami Memorial 
(SRM) University, Puja 
Gupta and Salina Chettri 
recently participated in 
a youth exchange pro-
gramme organized by 
Rotary International Dis-
trict, Mumbai from 24-28 
Aug, a press release in-
forms. 

The representatives 
from SRM University 
were hosted by Rotaract 
club of Kalyan Riverside, 
Rotaract club of Thane 
East, Rotaract club of 
Ambernath East and Ro-
taract club of Green City 
during the four-day pro-
gramme.  

“The exchange pro-
gramme furnished our 
members with unique 
opportunities to learn 
new things which will 
surely be an asset for 
them and beneϐicial both 

personally and profes-
sionally,” reads the re-

lease issued by Rotary 
Club of SRM University. 

Preparations for 
Biswakarma Puja 
begin at Singtam
YOGEN THATAL
S , 02 A :

Preparations for the 
celebration of the up-

coming Biswakarma Puja 
which falls on 17 Sept has 
started here at Singtam. 

“Biswakarma Puja is 
an important occasion 
for us. On this auspicious 
day of celebration, we 
would like to invite all to 
offer their prayers,” said 
Tinku Adhikari, presi-
dent of Singtam Motors 
Transport Workers Asso-
ciation which is organiz-
ing the event.

Ministers and ofϐi-
cials from various de-
partments along with po-
lice personnel will be at-
tending the programme, 
Mr Adhikari informed.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 S :

Swachhata Pakhwada 
began in Phalaicha-

dara Junior High School 
from 01 Sept with taking 
of the pledge on Swach-
hata and on making India 
clean by 2022, a press re-
lease informs.

As part of the pro-
gramme, the school con-
ducted quiz on various 
aspects of Swachha Abhi-
yaan today which was 

followed by screening 
of the Bollywood movie 
‘Toilet:Ek Prem Katha’ to 
make the students un-
derstand the importance 
of Swachhata.

Meanwhile, the 
school family has con-
gratulated Pemphuti 
Lepcha on being con-
ferred with Nation Build-
er Award given by Rota-
ry Club of Gangtok. The 
award will be presented 
on 05 Sept, the release 
adds.

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 02 S :

National Nutrition 
Week was observed 

at Bakcha ICDS centre 
in Kabi Block, North Sik-
kim on 01 Sept, under 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
programme.

Quiz and recipe com-
petitions were organized 

during the event with the 
winners being handed 
over prizes for the same.

Director-Nutrition 
highlighted on iodized 
salt, complementary 
food, etc. while Child De-
velopment Project Ofϐicer 
highlighted on BBBP and 
schemes under Women 
and Child development.

G , 02 S  [IPR]: 
NALSA [Legal Services to 
the victims of Drug abuse 
and Eradication of Drug 
Menace] Scheme 2015 
was launched today in 
a function organised by 
Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority [SLSA] at 
Chintan Bhawan here in 
the capital today.

Judge-High Court of 
Sikkim, Justice Meenak-
shi Madan Rai, who is 
also the Executive Chair-
person of SLSA, attended 
the function as chief guest 
along with Judge-High 
Court of Sikkim, Justice 
Bhaskar Raj Pradhan.

Also part of the pro-
gramme was awareness 
on HIV, NALSA [Legal Ser-
vices to Mentally ill person 
and person with mental 
disabilities] Scheme 2015 
and NALSA [Legal services 
to victims of acid attacks] 
Scheme 2016.

The ϐirst half of the 
working session was 
presided over by Justice 
Meenakshi Madan Rai 
wherein the resource per-
son, Udai Chandra Rai 
[founder, Serenity Home, 

Burtuk] talked about NAL-
SA [Legal Services to the 
victims of Drug abuse 
and Eradication of Drug 
Menace] Scheme 2015. 
Resource person, TR Bar-
fungpa [Panel Advocate, 
Sikkim SLSA] enlightened 
the audience, comprising 
predominantly of school, 
college, university students, 
lawyers and police ofϐicers 
on Sikkim Anti Drugs Act 
2016 and NALSA [Legal 
services to victims of acid 
attacks] Scheme 2016.

During an interaction 
session, various ques-
tions and queries were 
raised by the audience 
which were answered by 
Justice Rai.

Similarly, the second 
half of the working session 
was presided over by Jus-
tice Bhaskar Raj Pradhan 
wherein resource person, 
Sonam Palden Bhutia [Pan-
el Advocate, Sikkim SLSA], 
assisted by Zola Megi 
[Panel Advocate, Sikkim 
SLSA] and resource person 

Dr Mahesh D Patil [State 
RMNCHA, Co-ordinator, 
UNICEF] enlightened the 
audience about Protection 
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act 2012 and NAL-
SA [Legal Services to Men-
tally ill person and person 
with mental disabilities] 
Scheme 2015, respectively. 

An interaction ses-
sion followed the same 
wherein Justice Pradhan 
along with the resource 
person answered the 
questions and queries of 

the audience and shared 
their views and ideas on 
the topics.

The third half of the 
working session which 
was presided over by Jus-
tice Rai and co-chaired by 
Justice Pradhan featured 
interaction with judicial 
ofϐicers and police ofϐi-
cers of East District, coun-
selors of all the Rehabili-
tation Centres of Sikkim 
and members of Press 
and Media for apprising 
the participants on drug 
abuse and its eradication.

Earlier during her 
brief speech, Justice Rai 
apprised the students 
present in the gathering 
to get educated and in-
formed about the topics 
as they were the target 
audience for the pro-
gramme. She also talked 
about the menace of drug 
abuse in India and how it 
has affected women and 
children in the country.

She further urged the 
students not to fall in the 
trap of peer pressure and in-
dulge in such vices like drug 
abuse as the side effects of 
these drugs are fatal.

NALSA legal services for drug abuse victims launched

National Nutrition Week 
observed at Bakcha ICDS

Two SRM Univ students participate in 
Rotary Club youth exchange prog 

Swachhata 
Pakhwada begins in 
Phalaichadara JHS

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 S :

An awareness pro-
gramme on Beti 

Bachao Beti Padhao 
[BBBP] and other gov-
ernmental schemes for 
girl child and women, 
Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
Act [POCSO Act], child 
trafϐicking, drug addic-
tion, domestic violence, 
Tuberculosis/Multi Drug 
Resistant TB, adolescent 
health & hygiene and 
teenage pregnancy was 
held today at Tasa Tengay 
Senior Secondary School 
in Chungthang, informs 
a press release issued by 
Child Development Proj-
ect Ofϐicer-Chungthang.

Sub Divisional Police 
Ofϐicer, Medical Ofϐicer 
and Health Educator of 
Chungthang were the 
resource persons of the 
programme.

The CDPO covered 
the topic on nutrition 
since the National Nutri-
tion Week is commem-
orated from 01-07 Sept. 

She highlighted on the 
theme ‘Optimal Infant 
Young Child Feeding 
Practices: Better Child 
Health’ and importance 
of nutrition for health 
which has an impact on 
development, produc-
tivity, economic growth 
and ultimately National 
development.

Awareness genera-
tion on weight manage-
ment and its importance 
through Body Mass Index 
for adolescent boys and 
girls was also conducted. 
An Anganwadi worker of 
Chungthang demonstrat-
ed the six steps of hand 
washing technique.

Besides activities 
like quiz competition on 
nutrition, competition 
on sharing of recipe and 
methods of preparation 
of low cost locally avail-
able nutritious food and 
‘Balika Manchh’ forum 
were also held. Prizes 
were also handed over 
to the winners and par-
ticipants of the competi-
tions, the release adds.

Awareness on govt 
schemes held at Tasa 

Tengay School

The residents of 
Bhanjyang have ap-
pealed to the state gov-
ernment to look into the 
matter and take immedi-
ate action regarding the 
incident. 

Similarly, the public of 
Namchi have condemned 
the West Bengal Govern-
ment and WB police for 
killing a man in Sikkim 
without any authoriza-
tion and knowledge of 
the local police. 

“Sikkim is a peaceful 
State but it is not accept-
able for the West Bengal 
police to step into our 
region and conduct a 
secretive operation put-
ting everyone in danger. 
Anyone could have been 
hurt in the incident. The 
state government should 
immediately act and con-
demn the actions of West 
Bengal authorities to 
allow such operation in 
Sikkim,” said social work-
er Tenzing Bhutia.

Meanwhile, Sikkim 
Police has intensiϐied 
checking at all inter-state 
border check-posts in 
view of the tense situa-
tion in areas bordering 
West Bengal. Intensiϐied 
patrolling is also being 
carried out by all Police 
Stations in their respec-
tive jurisdictions, in-
forms Sikkim Police on 
its Facebook page.

Bhanjyang 
residents also 
ile complaint 

against West 
Bengal  police...
Contd from pg01

ing each other, the po-
lice personnel inside the 
police vehicle reportedly 
yelled at them to stop the 
vehicle after which four 
armed police personnel 
got out of the vehicle and 
one of them opened ϐire 
at them.

After the WB police 
opened ϐire at them, the 
driver reportedly rushed 
and drove in panic to 
avoid being shot.  

Mr Poudyal further 
revealed that after about 
ϐive minutes the de-
ceased who was sitting 
on the right side of the 
second seat, ‘suddenly 
fell on his shoulder with 
a pool of blood on the 
seat’. Mr Poudyal then 
asked the driver to drive 
to the nearest hospital 
which he refused to do 
saying that he did not 
know the way. 

Mr Poudyal then 
stopped a Sikkim vehicle 
and took the deceased to 
Namchi District Hospital 
where he was declared 
‘brought dead’ by the MO 
on duty. 

The FIR further states 
that as per the statement 
of the eye witness and 

information about the 
movement of the West 
Bengal police convoy giv-
en by Bhanjyang police 
and Namchi police, it is 
conϐirmed that ‘the gun-
shot was ϐired from the 
convoy of Police person-
nel headed by Superin-
tendent of Police, Kalim-
pong’.

Accordingly, the mur-
der charge was drawn up 
against the Kalimpong SP 
and his team who were 
in Sikkim, much out-
side their jurisdiction, 
without any authority 
or sanction of Courts or 
permission/ coordina-
tion with Sikkim Police 
as is required by law.

The Kalimpong SP 
and his team were re-
portedly stopped by Sik-
kim Police at Melli check-
post after news of the fa-
tal shooting had reached 
the cops here and the 
FIR drawn up. They were 
asked to surrender their 
weapons but appear to 
have managed to cross 
over to the Bengal side 
abandoning their three 
vehicles at Melli itself. 
The case is under inves-
tigation.

Interim bail granted 
to GJM sabhasad 

‘arrested’ by Bengal 
police in Sikkim

though, West Bengal now has a Super-
intendent of Police in Kalimpong fac-
ing murder charges in Sikkim, charges 
drawn up against him by his Sikkimese 
counterparts. This, following the death 
of a GJM supporter at Sadam in South 
Sikkim when a posse of Bengal cops 
opened unprovoked ϐire on the vehicle 
he was travelling in.

It is informed that when the Kalim-
pong SP and his posse were stopped at 
Melli check-post while trying to leave 
Sikkim yesterday after their fatal shoot-
ing, they slipped away into West Bengal 
on foot after abandoning their vehicles 
at Melli CP itself. Sikkim Police had de-
manded that the Kalimpong SP and his 

team surrender their weapons at the 
check-post in connection with the mur-
der charges ϐiled against them.

West Bengal police, in three groups, 
had yesterday entered Sikkim posing as 
tourists and shot dead a GJM supporter 
and arrested four leaders of the outϐit.

Gurung was booked under the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA) in connection with two blasts 
in Darjeeling hills on August 19.

Apart from UAPA, charges under 
the Explosive Substances Act, the West 
Bengal Maintenance of Public Order 
Act and IPC Section 302 (murder) were 
also slapped against him. 

[with inputs from PTI]

Contd from pg01

Deb accuses Sikkim govt of 
helping Gurung ‘ lee’’...

implemented in associ-
ation with the Food Se-
curity and Agriculture 
Department [FS& AD], 
Government of Sikkim. 
The project will be im-
plemented in all the re-
maining schools in the 
near future.

Mr Subba, in his ad-
dress, said that it was 
a milestone event in 
Sikkim which has been 
started by the RMSA in 
Buriakhop SSS. The mis-
sion and dream of the 

Chief Minister of making 
Sikkim an organic state 
was full of struggle and 
hardships but the dream 
has come true. Hence, 
now it is the duty of the 
citizens to carry forward 
this reality and make Sik-
kim better than ever, he 
added.

The HRDD Minis-
ter stated that Organic 
Farming as a subject in 
the school curriculum 
will be started from the 
2018 academic session 
along with courses like 

Bachelor of Science in 
Organic Farming which 
will be made available in 
Chakung Science College, 
West Sikkim.

During the pro-
gramme, the chief guest 
also gave ϐinancial assis-
tance and seeds to the 34 
pilot schools which was 
followed by plantation 
by the chief guest and 
other guests along with 
a demonstration of com-
post pit by the FS&AD 
Department ofϐicials.

Organic Farming becomes part of school 
curriculum in 34 govt schools
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Still Blind on
Suicides

But time has come to wake up, 
engage, and understand 

When the suicide rate spikes in the Vidarbha 
region of Maharastra or in southern Andhra 

Pradesh, the reasons are known – crop failure and 
mounting debt. When teen suicides climb in June-Ju-
ly across the country every year, experts know the 
reason - the board exam results and academic pres-
sure. Across the country and the world, the reasons 
prompting suicides are understood in reasonable de-
tail and it naturally follows that efforts are mounted to 
suppress the triggers. The massive crores released to 
waive farmer loans, the grading system introduced for 
board exam results and the no failures in schools poli-
cies (now being unfortunately reconsidered) emerged 
as corrective measures undertaken to curb suicides in 
the country.

Suicides, meanwhile, remain a worry in Sikkim but 
informed corrective measures cannot even be specu-
lated upon because no enquiry has been invested into 
understanding why so many in Sikkim take their own 
lives. It does not take an expert to inform us that sui-
cides are born from depression; that much is obvious. 
Everyone knows that untreated depression festers to 
manic levels triggering suicidal tendencies. We know 
that, and if we don’t, a simple Google search will tell us 
so. What we do not know is what triggers are pushing 
people from teenagers to octogenarians to such lev-
els of depression that they commit suicide when the 
family thinks they are away at tuition classes or out 
collecting fodder? 

A suicide always makes disturbing news and the 
psychological health of a State dregs low when a State 
as small as Sikkim sometimes reports up to 5 suicides 
on the same day. If ofϐicial records can be taken seri-
ously, the suicide pattern is already changing in Sik-
kim. The number of suicides by senior citizens has 
noticeably fallen even as suicides by the very young 
[teens and even pre-teens], as also victims in their 
thirties, are registering disturbingly high numbers. It 
is no longer enough to be told that psychiatric coun-
selling needs to be reached to more people at more 
places. That should already have happened by now. 
Awareness camps will no longer sufϐice, the concerned 
agency should start investing more of its training in 
trying to understand and explain why depression is so 
pervasive in Sikkim and where Sikkim is failing, as a 
State and as a society, in trying to contain depression 
from turning morbid and fatal.

There have been some surveys and some data com-
putation to understand suicides in Sikkim, but noth-
ing comprehensive has been undertaken thus far. It is 
important for the State Government to commission a 
team of experts to carry out exhaustive research into 
suicides in Sikkim to pin down the reasons. Only after 
such a professional exercise is undertaken, can any-
thing of consequence be explored to arrest the suicide 
rate in Sikkim and save lives. More agencies, from the 
social to the religious to sports associations, need to be 
involved in the remedial measures as and when they 
are undertaken, and these should be undertaken at a 
more earnest level than the tokenism which  central 
missions and state events like  Beti-Bachao, Beti Pad-
hao initiatives receive. The government should play 
the role of the facilitator and extend logistical  support 
to civil society organizations which should be invited 
in to address the issue, understand it and then engage 
in the task of saving lives.

JAMES M. SKIDMORE
theconversation.com

The images from Charlottesville, Va., of white 
supremacists marching with Nazi banners re-

minded us, as if we needed it, that the swastika re-
mains a potent symbol of racist hate.

In Germany, where neo-Nazis also march, it’s 
illegal to display the swastika, and citizens there 
initiate private or neighbourhood efforts to remove 
it from grafϐiti and other street art.

But attempts to eradicate the swastika can 
sometimes misϐire, as happened recently in Que-
bec. Corey Fleischer, known by the Instagram han-
dle erasinghate, was stopped by police when he 
tried to blot out swastikas embossed on salvaged 
anchors on public display in the small St. Lawrence 
River community of Pointes-des-Cascades.

Plaques suggested that the anchors were from 
the Third Reich, but a Radio Canada correspondent 
reported that they were made by the English com-
pany W.L. Byers before the Nazis came to power. 
The company used the swastika as a symbol of good 
luck, a common practice in the early 20th century.

Fleischer remained unmoved by this historical 
explanation. As he told CityNews: “The swastika is 
no longer a sign of peace. It’s a sign attached to a par-
ty that literally almost wiped out an entire culture.”

I come across this obsession with swastikas 
time and time again. In my university courses on 
German cultural history, students are repelled yet 
fascinated by the horror it symbolizes. When I ask 
whether the swastika should be banned in North 
America the way it is in Germany, some say yes, 
whereas others point to its innocent use in other 
cultures.

The debate is similar to the dispute between 
Pointes-des-Cascades and Corey Fleischer. Should 
the 25 years it was a symbol of Nazi racism out-
weigh its millennia-long use as a talisman of good 
fortune?

A DIVERSE AND ANCIENT HISTORY
The swastika wasn’t always an odious symbol of 
hate. Far from it. The word svastika is Sanskrit in 
origin and means “conducive to well-being.”

As a symbol, the swastika’s power resides in its 
simplicity and balance. Graphic designer Steven 
Heller notes that “the swastika’s geometric puri-
ty allows for legibility at any size or distance, and 
when on its axis, the whirling square gives the illu-
sion of movement.”

Its form, according to Heller, is “sublime,” so it’s 
no wonder that it has found a place in so many cul-
tures.

In Buddhism, the swastika is thought to rep-
resent the footprints of the Buddha. It takes on a 
liturgical function in Jainism, and in Hinduism the 
clockwise symbol (the swastika as we know it, with 
the arms pointing right) and the counterclockwise 
symbol, the sauvistika, pair up to portray opposites 
such as light and darkness.

In Mesopotamia it was used on coins, and the 
Navajo nation wove it into blankets. It has been 
found on ancient pottery in Africa and Asia. It was 
sometimes used as a single element, but often it 
was repeated as a series of interlocking swastikas 
to form a border on a garment or in architecture, as 
was common in Roman times.

It made an appearance in Germanic and Viking 
cultures, and you can ϐind it in medieval churches 
and religious vestments across Europe.

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the 
swastika became well-established in western cul-
ture as a good luck symbol, similar to a four-leaf 
clover or a horseshoe.

Companies used it as logo; it adorned birth an-
nouncements and greeting cards. American Boy 
Scouts could get a swastika badge, and the Girls’ 
Club published a magazine called The Swastika. 
Finland, Latvia and the United States have all used 
it as a military insignia.

In Canada, a mining community in northern 
Ontario was named Swastika, just as you might 
name a town New Hope or Bounty. Windsor, N.S., 
and Fernie, B.C., both had hockey teams called 
the Swastikas. In 1931, Newfoundland issued a 
$1 stamp commemorating important moments in 
transatlantic aviation; each corner had a swastika.

The late 19th century saw the newly formed 
German empire caught up in an era of unrestrained 
nationalism. Some nationalists sought to prove 
German racial superiority, subscribing to a now 
discredited idea that an ancient Aryan race — the 
original Indo-Europeans — were their ancestors. 
Evidence was needed to connect the Germans with 
the Aryans.

NAZIS APPROPRIATED THE SYMBOL
The swastika provided the necessary link.

In the early 1870s, when German businessman 
and archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann thought 
he had discovered the ancient Greek city of Troy, 
more than 1,800 instances of the swastika were 
unearthed. Since the swastika was also present 
among the archaeological remains of the German-
ic tribes, it didn’t take long for nationalists to jump 
to the conclusion that the Germans and the Greeks 
were both descendants of the Aryans.

And if you believe that Germans form a separate 
“race” superior to other ethnic groups around it, it 
becomes easier to claim that you need to keep that 
“race” pure. In that context, anti-Semitism followed.

The Thule Society, an anti-Semitic organization 
promoting the superiority of German Volk (folk in 
English), was founded at the end of the First World 
War. It used a stylized swastika as its logo. The so-
ciety sponsored the ϐledgling Nazi party, and in a 
bid for greater public proϐile, the party created a 
banner that incorporated the swastika as we know 
it today.

Hitler was convinced that a potent symbol 
would rally the masses to his xenophobic cause. 
With a black swastika (called the Hakenkreuz in 

German, or hooked cross) rotated 45 degrees on 
a white circle set against a red background, the 
Nazi banner modernized the ancient symbol while 
evoking the colours of the recently defeated Ger-
man empire.

In Mein Kampf, Hitler took sole credit for the 
design and attempted to give it meaning: “In red 
we see the social idea of the movement, in white 
the nationalistic idea, in the swastika the mission 
of the struggle for the victory of the Aryan man.” 
Tortured symbolism aside, the swastika banner did 
what it was supposed to do —it gave visual identity 
to the Nazi movement.

When the Nazis assumed power in 1933, they 
sought to unite the country behind their racist Ary-
an ideology, and the use of their symbol inϐiltrated 
all aspects of German life.

You can still see it sometimes, including in 
mosaic ceiling tiles at Hitler’s Haus der Kunst in 
Munich. The banner became the ofϐicial ϐlag of 
the country in 1935, and although it wasn’t every-
where as Hollywood might have you believe, it was 
very much present.

THE WAY FORWARD
Steven Heller subtitles his book, The Swastika, with 
a simple but pertinent question: Symbol Beyond 
Redemption? In those cultures where it’s been used 
for centuries in religious practices or in the decora-
tive arts, this question is unnecessary. The symbol 
doesn’t carry any negative connotations there.

But objects like the swastika do not have any in-
herent meaning; the symbolism is constructed by 
the people who use them. In our western society, 
the swastika is tainted. The Nazi movement’s vio-
lent crimes against humanity gave the Hakenkreuz 
a meaning that can’t be concealed or erased.

In places like Pointes-des-Cascades, where 
pre-Nazi swastikas exist, extra care must be taken 
to contextualize their presence. But in all other in-
stances the symbol really must be shunned.

Its hate-ϐilled racist intentions are clear. It 
wasn’t an innocent symbol for the Nazis, nor is it 
for latter-day neo-Nazis and white supremacists.

[the writer is Director, Waterloo Centre for 
German Studies, University of Waterloo]

How Nazis Twisted the Swastika 
into a Symbol of Hate

HARINI NAGENDRA
theconversation.com

As the storm that was hurricane Harvey 
deluged the areas around Houston, Tex-

as, large parts of northern India, Nepal and 
Bangladesh also experienced heavy rains.

And the city of Mumbai was hit by an-
other major ϐlooding espisode. Several 
people have died in the city, many in the 
collapse of a four-storey building that is be-
lieved to have been weakened by the rains.

OVERCROWDED CITIES
Such loss of life in urban areas is often 
blamed on India’s overcrowding. Cities are 
growing at unprecedented rates. From a 
population of 2.86 million in 1950, Mum-
bai is now home to more than 21 million 
people, and is expected to have almost 28 
million by 2030.

Built along the coastline on a series of 
islands, the city is surrounded by water: in 
mudϐlats, lakes, creeks, rivers, and the ev-
er-present coastline.

Given the astronomical land prices in 
many parts of Mumbai, and the extreme 
scarcity of land, it is no surprise that 
Mumbai has sacriϐiced its ecology for de-
velopment. Real estate projects, industry, 
and state infrastructure (railways, roads 
and the city’s airport) have built over, and 

choked, the city’s water networks at var-
ious strategic points. Every monsoon, the 
city ϐloods.

Mudϐlats, wetlands, ϐloodplains, man-
groves and wooded vegetation once 
slowed down the ϐlow of storm water. The 
mangrove’s complex root systems and 
the branching architecture of trees acted 
as a natural barrier to reduce the force of 
water ϐlow. But now, they are built over. 
Garbage spread everywhere clogs the wa-
terways. Most channels and waterways 
that connect water bodies have been built 

over too, resulting preventing streams 
from easily reaching the sea – forcing it to 
spread out into the low lying areas of the 
city, adding to the severe ϐlooding.

Mumbai’s extensive wetlands and mud-
ϐlats, which had connected parts of the city 
since the early 19th century, have disap-
peared. Their presence would retain the 
rain water and soak it into the ground, re-
charging the wells and ground water table.

Today, with nothing but concrete all 
around, the city’s land surface does not 
allow water to ϐlow through it. In especial-

ly intense periods of rain, the devastation 
is extreme – at least 5000 people are be-
lieved to have perished in the infamous 
ϐloods of 2005, and the economic dam-
age was estimated at 30 billion rupees 
(US$690m).

THE NEED FOR INTROSPECTION
After the 2005 ϐloods, a committee consti-
tuted by the government investigated the 
reasons for the devastation, concluding 
that there was an urgent need to restore 
Mumbai’s wetlands and water systems. 
In 2007, the municipality formulated 
the Greater Mumbai Action Plan, which 
among other efforts had a major focus on 
the restoration of the city’s main river, the 
Mithi, which had become little more than 
a sewage channel in parts.

Yet around the same time, the chair of 
the committee overseeing the plan, wa-
ter expert Madhav Chitale spoke publicly 
about the lack of progress in implement-
ing its recommendations. He said that the 
city lacked basic topographic data which 
were essential to build pathways for rain-
water ϐlow – which could have prevented 
ϐlooding in subsequent rains. 

In recent years, climate scientists, ur-
ban specialists and civic society groups 
warned repeatedly that Mumbai was 

heading for another heavy ϐlood. A com-
bination of the greater likelihood of high 
rainfall events because of climate change, 
and an even more inadequately prepared 
city, created a situation ripe for a disaster 
in the making. These warnings came true 
this monsoon season.

Mumbai’s planners know that climate 
change is leading to increased likelihood 
of extreme rainfall, and that restoration 
of the city’s wetland, river and ϐloodplain 
networks is central to ϐlood control. Yet the 
rush to develop construction projections 
in the city has often disregarded these fac-
tors. Money cannot replace nature in cities. 
A careful reading of Indian urban history 
shows that cities have historically grown 
with nature providing a support system. 
When this system is eroded – as is seen in 
so many Indian cities today, including in 
Delhi, Bangalore and Chennai – the very 
survival of the city is placed in question.

The story of Mumbai today is a reϐlec-
tion of the ills that plague many Indian cit-
ies – and those in other parts of the world 
as well, such as Miami and Houston. In a 
wetter future, it is clearer than ever that 
cities need ecology to grow.

[the writer is Professor of Sustain-
ability, Azim Premji University]

Mumbai Floods: What Happens When Cities 
Sacri ice Ecology for Development
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ENERGY AND POWER DEPARTMENT

No. 63/P/stores/receipt/2005-06/387 Dated: 29/08/2017

AUCTION NOTICE
The Energy and Power Department, Govt. of Sikkim, 

Gangtok proposed to dispose unserviceable electrical items 
lying at the Department Stores situated at Sichey, LLHP, 
Topakhani and Rothak. Percentage, sealed tenders in pre-
scribed form is invited from the interested parties, individu-
als, Co-operatives societies etc.
1. Tender form can be obtained from the offi  ce of the Addl. 

Chief Engineer (East), Energy and Power Department, 
Gangtok, w.e.f 15th September 2017 between 11am to 3 
pm on production of a bank receipt of Rs.200/- as tender 
form cost.

2. The interested parties can inspect the materials at the re-
spective stores on any working days.

3. The tender may be submitted to the offi  ce of the under-
signed on or before 19th September 2017.

4. The Tenderers may deposit a sum of Rs.5,450.00/- as ear-
nest money in the form of T.D.R. in favour of Sr. Accounts 
Offi  cer, Energy and Power Department, Government of 
Sikkim, Gangtok and submit along with the tender.

5. The tender shall be opened on the same day at 2 pm in 
presence of the Tenderers or their representatives.

6. The materials will have to be lifted on where and as it is 
basis within seven days from the date of issue of lifting 
order.

Sd/-
ADDL. CHIEF ENGINEER (EAST).

ENERGY AND POWER DEPARTMENT,
GANGTOK – SIKKIM.

R.O. NO. 286/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 dt. 1.9.2017

Met forecasts 
heavy rains in 
sub-Himalayan 
West Bengal
K , S  2 (PTI): 
The Met department to-
day forecast heavy rains 
in sub-Himalayan West 
Bengal districts in the 
next 48 hours.

A spokesman of the 
Alipore Meteorological 
ofϐice said, Darjeeling, 
Kalimpong, Coochbehar, 
Alipurduar will experi-
ence heavy rains in the 
next 48 hours.

East/West Midnapore, 
Burdwan, Birbhum, Kolk-
ata,, North/South 24 Par-
ganas districts in south 
Bengal will also experi-
ence showers with isolat-
ed heavy rains in some 
parts during the time, he 
said.

The rains were caused 
by a monsoon trough 
passing through the state, 
he said adding the relative 
humidity ranged from 98 
per cent to 82 per cent, he 
said.

The maximum tem-
perature recorded today 
was 32.2 Celsius.

X  (C ), S  2 
(PTI): Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will arrive here 
tomorrow for the BRICS Sum-
mit, where he is likely to meet 
Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
days after the two countries 
ended their 73-day standoff 
in the Dokalam area.

The three-day summit in 
Xiamen, a southeastern Chi-
nese city in Fujian province, 
will begin tomorrow even as 
authorities declared a high 
alert with Typhoon Mawar ex-
pected to hit the coastal region.

The summit will be the 
ϐirst gathering when the lead-
ers of Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa will 
meet after New Delhi and 
Beijing decided on “expedi-
tious disengagement” of their 
border troops in the disputed 
Dokalam area on August 28.

It is likely to provide Modi 
and Xi their ϐirst face-to- face 
opportunity to discuss the 
standoff, which had started 
on June 16 after the Chinese 
military tried to build a road 
India feared would allow 
Beijing to cut off its access to 

northeastern states.
India and China have not 

ruled out a Modi-Xi meeting 
during the summit. India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry has said 
it was a common practice to 
arrange bilateral meetings on 
the margins of such multilater-
als, while the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry has said it will make 
arrangements “if time allows”.

Ahead of the summit, Chi-
na has also said BRICS was 

not an appropriate forum for 
India to raise the counter-ter-
rorism record of Pakistan, its 
“all weather” ally.

While External Affairs 
Ministry Spokesman Raveesh 
Kumar yesterday refused to 
“preempt” as to what Modi 
will speak during his inter-
vention at the Summit on 
Monday, sources said India is 
expected to ϐlag concerns over 
terrorism strongly.

At the BRICS Summit host-
ed by India last year, Modi 
had described Pakistan as a 
“mothership” of terrorism 
world-wide and sought deci-
sive global action against ter-
ror outϐits.

The summit was also ex-
pected to discuss the course of 
the BRICS grouping of emerg-
ing economies for the next 10 
years as it has completed its 
ϐirst decade in existence.

The Xiamen city, which is 
geographically close to Tai-
wan and separated by a nar-
row strip of Taiwan Straits, 
has been decked up for the 
high-proϐile summit.

China has projected high 
expectations from the Xiamen 
summit, which will be attended 
by Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, South Africa’s Jacob Zuma 
and Brazil’s Michel Temer.

The BRICS nations are key 
players in the world economy 
and in global governance. To-
gether, the ϐive accounted for 
23 per cent of the 2016 global 
economy, almost double their 
share in 2006. They contrib-
uted more than half of world 
economic growth in the past 10 
years, becoming the strongest 
engines of the global economy.

BRICS countries account 
for 44 per cent of world pop-
ulation and have abundant 
natural and human resources.

In a commentary, China’s 
state-run Xinhua news agen-
cy said these BRICS countries 
have shown no fear of the 
lacklustre world economy but 
demonstrated to the world 

what they can achieve more 
by staying united.

Established in 2006, the 
economic bloc has been making 
steady progress since as its ϐive 
members have been cementing 
cooperation, building trust and 
seeking mutual beneϐits.

“Although the mechanism 
has seen ups and downs over 
the past years and each member 
faces its own set of challenges, 
they are like ϐive ϐingers: short 
and long when extended, but 
a powerful ϐist when clenched 
together,” the commentary said.

China has invited leaders 
from ϐive other emerging mar-
kets - Egypt, Guinea, Mexico, 
Tajikistan and Thailand - to 
the summit under its “BRICS 
Plus” concept.

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi said the ϐive coun-
tries were not permanent 
invitees but they will par-
ticipate only this year. He 
compared their presence to 
India’s invitation to BIMSTEC 
(Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic) leaders for last 
year’s Goa summit.

Muslims offer 
namaz in gu-
rudwara on 
Eid-ul-Adha
G , S  2 
(PTI): In a show of com-
munal amity, a Gurudwara 
in Joshimath today offered 
its space to Muslims to of-
fer namaz on the occasion 
of Eid-ul-Adha.

“It was raining heavily 
and to spare our Muslim 
brethren the inconve-
nience of offering namaz 
in the open we offered to 
them the precincts of our 
Gurudwara in Joshimath 
for the purpose,” Hem-
kund Gurudwara Pra-
bandhak Committee chief 
Sardar Seva Singh said.

Between 9 am to 10 
am, around one thousand 
Muslim brethren offered 
namaz at the gurudwara 
to mark the festival.

The Gurudwara Pra-
bandhak Committee also 
plied them with snacks, 
he said.

The local administra-
tion also lent a helping 
hand in making the ar-
rangements.

The HGPC chief said 
they have offered their 
space for offering namaz 
to the Muslim brethren 
under similar circum-
stances in the past as well.

Joshimath is located 
on way to Badrinath and 
the famous Sikh shrine of 
Hemkund Sahib.

J , S  2 (PTI): An 
underground dark matter lab-
oratory for conducting experi-
ments in fundamental physics 
involving rare event searches 
was today inaugurated in the 
oldest uranium mine at Jadugu-
da in Jharkhand.

Dr Sekhar Basu, Chairman, 
Atomic Energy Commission and 
Secretary, Department of Atom-
ic Energy (DAE), inaugurated 
the facility at a depth of 555 me-
tre in the Uranium Corporation 
of India Limited (UCIL) mine at 
Jadugoda, 30 km from here.

Speaking to reporters later 
at Jadugora mine premises, Basu 
said, “We knew of an estimated 
ϐive per cent of the possible 30 
per cent matters existing in the 
universe and this new facility 
will help us to research about 
the unknown matters.” 

“We have started working on 
it but it does not mean we will 
be successful,”he said.

“However, we will progress 
step by step to achieve the de-
sired result,” he said

The laboratory has been 

set up by the UCIL and Saha 
Institute of Nuclear Physics 
(SINP), Kolkata by utilizing 
the available infrastructure 
and underground facilities of 
the Jaduguda mine.

This new physics laborato-
ry at UCIL will be the ϐirst of its 
kind in the country after closure 
of a similar facility at Bharat 
Gold Mine in Kolar (Karnataka) 
in early 1992.

The present depth of Jadu-
guda mine is 905 metre. It is the 
second deepest operating un-
derground mine of the country 
after Hutti Gold mine which is 
more than 1000 metre deep.

Asked about the projects 
the DAE was working on, Basu 
said, the department has plans 
to develop four cancer hospi-
tals on the line of Tata Memo-
rial Hospital, Mumbai, which 
he described as one of the best 
institutes of the world and the 
cheapest.

The hospitals are proposed 
at Vishakhapatnam , Mohali, 
Sangrur and at the BHU campus 
in Varanasi, he said adding that 

the investment proposal has to 
be cleared by the government, 
he said.

Emphasizing the need for 
participation of state govern-
ments, he said a small hospital 
with the co-operation of the 
Punjab government has been es-
tablished at Sangrur.

Punjab government has pro-
vided the infrastructure includ-
ing building, land and electricity 
to set up the hospital equipped 
with three modern operation 
theatres and six speciality 
wards.

The DAE has provided man-
power, equipment and is bear-
ing the regular expenses, he 
said.

The DAE has also been asked 
to develop a hospital in the cam-
pus of Banaras Hindu University 
(BHU) and a Railway hospital, 
which were not in a good shape, 
he said.

Basu also offered technology 
support to the Tatas, for their 
proposed ten hospitals across 
the country.

On the nuclear energy front, 

the DAE Chairman said, the de-
partment has plans to generate 
an additional 14,000 Mw elec-
tricity by 2030.

“We have an installed ca-
pacity of 6780 MW from 22 
reactors in operation and addi-
tional 21 reactors are in various 
stages of installations”, he said 
expressing hope that the de-
partment could produce 14,000 
Mw of electricity from these re-
actors in 10/12 years.

About the uranium produc-
tion in the country, C K Asnani, 
chairman-cum-managing direc-
tor of UCIL said, the UCIL has 
plans to enhance the production 
capacity of uranium by ten fold 
by 2030.

Apart from its proposed 
mine in Rahil, Rajasthan and 
Gogi in Karnataka, he said the 
production capacity would be 
increased by two/three fold 
at Turampalle mine in Andhra 
Pradesh and expansion of oper-
ations would be carried out at 
Narwa Pahar mine in East Sing-
hbhum district.

Modi in China for BRICS Summit post Doklam standoff

Underground dark matter laboratory 
inaugurated in uranium mine

of “violating the par-
ty line and indulging in 
anti- party activities”.

Protests by pro-
Gorkhaland supporters 
demanding continuation 
of the shutdown rocked 
various parts of the hills 
and the situation re-
mained tense.

Rallies in support of 
the ongoing shutdown 
and Gorkhaland were 
taken out in Darjeeling, 
Kurseong, Mirik, Sonada 
and Kalimpong.

Picketing by GJM 
supporters has been 
strengthened in sever-
al parts of the hills and 
posters and leaϐlets were 
distributed in support of 
the shutdown.

The South Sikkim dis-
trict police had yesterday 
alleged that the West Ben-
gal police entered its juris-
diction posing as tourists 

and shot dead a GJM sup-
porter and arrested four 
leaders of the outϐit.

South Sikkim Super-
intendent of Police (SP) 
Pratap Pradhan had said, 
“We do not have any of-
ϐicial communication re-
garding such operations 
being conducted inside 
Sikkim by the West Ben-
gal police.” 

Meanwhile, Tamang 
today questioned Gu-
rung’s decision to expel 
him lashed out at him 
and party general secre-
tary Roshan Giri.

“I do not need to 
take lessons from them. 
I am a son of the soil 
and am fighting for the 
interests of my Gorkha 
brothers. I want to 
ask Gurung and Giri 
that if they are so con-
cerned about fighting 
for Gorkhaland why did 
they send their families 

abroad so that they can 
be safe?” he asked.

Tamang also justi-
fied the decision to his 
joining the August 29 
meeting convened by 
the state government to 
discuss the situation in 
the hills.

“They (Gurung and 
Giri) said that the GJM 
will take part in the next 
round of meeting sched-
uled on September 12. 
This proves that our de-
cision was correct. Oth-
erwise why are they at-
tending the next round of 
dialogue ?” he said.

The chairman of 
Kurseong municipality 
Krishna Limbu was ar-
rested during the day for 
his alleged involvement 
in cases of arson and vi-
olence in the hills in June, 
when the Gorkhaland ag-
itation began.

Gorkhaland agitation continues; 
massive hunt for Gurung

Contd from pg01
S  R
Y , 02 S :

Two-month long capacity build-
ing training programme on 

bamboo crafts held under Border 
Area Development Programme 
[BADP] 2015-16, concluded to-
day at Yuksam in West Sikkim. 
The programme was sponsored 
by Border Area Development Pro-
gramme, Ministry of Home Affairs 
[Government of India] and imple-
mented by Sikkim Handlooms & 
Handicrafts Development Corpo-
ration Ltd.

The concluding day was at-
tended by area MLA, Sonam 
Dadul Bhutia, as chief guest ac-
companied by Sub Divisional 
Magistrate-Yuksam, Dr Sonam 
Rinchen Lepcha, Panchayat Pres-
ident, Budha Hang Subba, Pancha-
yat Vice President, Rinchen Lep-
cha, Panchayat Secretary, Dichen 
Wangchuk Bhutia, ofϐicials from 
Directorate of Handicrafts & Han-
dloom and local villagers.

Stressing upon the importance 
of the training programme, the 
area MLA urged the trainees to 
use the skills learnt for individu-
al development as well as that of 
society, earn livelihood, become 
self-reliant and preserve tradition-
al culture.

Assistant Director-DHH, Jigme 
Bhutia, assured to support rural 
artisans in marketing their prod-
ucts and informed that another 

similar training programme will 
be starting in North Sikkim for 
rural handicrafts artisans of the 
district.

While addressing the rural ar-
tisans, the Panchayat Secretary 
urged the trainees to work hard 
and thanked DHH for organizing 
such training in their area. She also 
assured rural artisans support for 
marketing the products.

It is to be mentioned here that 
06 men and 05 women from villag-
es under Yuksam GPU participated 
in the training programme where-
in they were given training for 60 
days starting from 20 June 2017 in 
Yuksam.

The trainees were presented 
with certiϐicates on completion of 
the programme.

Capacity building training on bamboo 
crafts concludes at Yuksam
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N  D , S  2 (PTI): 
Hockey India on Saturday 
sacked national coach 
Roelant Oltmans after a 
string of unimpressive 
outings at the interna-
tional level.

High Performance Di-
rector David John will be 
in charge till a suitable 
replacement is found for 
a smooth transition of 
the the men’s team.

The decision was tak-
en during the three-day 
meeting of the Hockey 
India High Performance 
and Development Com-
mittee, which concluded 
today.

Though the federa-
tion did not say it in as 
many words, it is appar-
ent that the HI bosses are 
not impressed with the 
Dutchman.

“Key decisions tak-
en included Chief Coach 
Roelant Oltmans to step 
down,” Hockey India said 
in a release.

“While Roelant Olt-
mans role as Chief Coach 
in improving the teams’ 
overall ϐitness and co-
hesiveness has been ap-
preciated, the results are 
what matter and the per-
formance of the team has 
not been consistent or up 
to the desired levels.”

The power-packed 
meeting to assess the 
way forward for Indian 
hockey was attended by 

over 24 members over 
the last three days.

Harbinder Singh, 
chairman of the Hockey 
India Selection Commit-
tee said, “The Commit-
tee was convened since 
we are collectively not 
satisϐied with the Indi-
an Men’s Hockey team’s 
performance in 2016 and 
2017 and feels that wins 
in Asia can’t be a bench-
mark for success any 
more.

“We need to show 
results beyond intent in 
key international tour-
naments where the spo-
radic success over the 
last two years is more in-
cidental than deliberate. 
To make results a reality, 
we need to make hard 
decisions for the great-
er good of the future of 
Hockey in India.

“The current for-
mat of coaching was 
not showing results be-
yond a certain level. The 
Committee unanimously 
agreement that immedi-
ate action was required 
to be taken and while 
change may not always 
be comfortable it is es-
sential if we want to po-
sition ourselves as a se-
rious global contender 
for the upcoming critical 
tournaments in 2018 in-
cluding the Asian Games 
& World Cup and 2020 
Olympic Games.”

N  D , S  2 (PTI): The 
government has waived late 
payment fees for delayed ϐil-
ing of GST returns and allowed 
businesses to correct errors in 
the initial form while submitting 
ϐinal returns by September 5.

Businesses were required to 
ϐile the maiden Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) returns for July 
and pay taxes by August 25 by 
ϐiling GSTR 3B. The ϐinal returns 
for sales for July are to be ϐiled 
by September 5 and returns for 
purchases by September 10.

In a circular, the ϐinance 
ministry said late fee for all 
taxpayers who could not ϐile 
GSTR 3B for July has been 

waived, but not the interest on 
late payment of dues.

As per the CGST and SGST 
Acts, an interest at the rate of 
18 per cent will be levied for 
delayed payment of tax.

“Since the payment was 
not made on or before the due 
date, the registered person 
shall be liable for payment of 
interest on delayed payment 
of tax starting from August 
26, till the date of debit in the 
electronic cash and/or credit 
ledger, but will not be liable to 
pay any late fee,” the CBEC said.

The GST law provided for a 
nominal fee of Rs 100 per day 
on Central GST and an equiv-

alent amount on State GST in 
case of late ϐiling of returns and 
payment of taxes.

The Central Board of Excise 
and Customs (CBEC) also pro-
vided for correction of errone-
ous details furnished in form 
GSTR-3B.

Now, businesses who in-
tend to make changes or 
amend the initial return (GSTR 
3B) can do so at the time of 
ϐiling ϐinal returns in forms 
GSTR-1 or GSTR-2, as the case 
may be.

“This will get reϐlected in 
the revised output tax liability 
or eligible ITC (input tax cred-
it), as the case may be, of the 

registered person. The details 
furnished in form GSTR-1 and 
GSTR-2 will be auto-populated 
and reϐlected in the returns in 
form GSTR-3 for that particu-
lar month,” the CBEC said.

In cases where the taxes 
paid as per the initial return 
ϐiled in GSTR-3B is less than 
the amount due post reconcil-
iation as per GSTR-1, the ad-
ditional amount of tax can be 
paid by debiting the electronic 
cash or credit ledger.

However, interest on de-
layed payment of return will 
be levied on the amount of tax 
that was due.

Besides, the government 

has exempted businesses 
which have not ϐiled GSTR-3B 
but will ϐile ϐinal GST returns 
in GSTR-1, GSTR-2 and GSTR-3 
from payment of late fees.

Interest would, however, 
be levied for delayed payment 
of tax.

Of the 59.57 lakh business-
es that should ϐile return for 
July, as many as 38.38 lakh 
taxpayers accounting for 64.42 
per cent of the total business-
es registered in July had ϐiled 
their GST returns.

Taxes worth Rs 92,283 
crore were collected in July 
from just 64.42 per cent of the 
total taxpayer base.

CHETAN NARULA
C , S  2 (PTI):

A rampaging India will fancy their 
chances of completing a 5-0 white-

wash of Sri Lanka when they face the be-
leaguered hosts in the ϐifth and ϐinal One-
day International match here Sunday.

The visitors already swept the Test 
series 3-0, and given their dominant 
run on this trip, would like to sweep the 
ODI series as well.

Sri Lanka are in danger of losing a 
second successive ODI series to India 
by a 5-0 margin. The last time these two 
sides played a bilateral series in No-
vember 2014, a depleted Lankan side 
lost 5-0 in India.

Their fortunes haven’t changed 
much since and another loss would be 
a serious body blow for the hosts in 
what has been a traumatic summer of 
cricket. They have already foregone the 
opportunity to automatically qualify 
for the 2019 ODI World Cup by failing 
to win two matches in this series.

That 5-0 win in 2014-15 was India’s 
last ODI series whitewash. Since they 
have beaten Zimbabwe 3-0 twice, as 
also beating them 5-0 in 2013.

Considering sterner opposition, In-
dia previously beat New Zealand and 
England 5-0 in 2010-11 and 2012-13 
respectively, both series’ wins coming 
at home.

In fact, England are the only side to 
lose 5-0 twice to India (in 2008-09 as 
well) in the last decade, so the Men in 
Blue will be eager to add another entry 
to this short list.

Given the heat and humidity here, 
and the exertions of what has been 
a long if not arduous tour, the Indi-
an team enjoyed an additional day off 
ahead of the ϐifth ODI.

There are no injury concerns and 

the same playing combination can ex-
pect to be retained tomorrow, with the 
likes of Manish Pandey, Kuldeep Yadav 
and Shardul Thakur given a further op-
portunity to impress.

Additionally, coach Ravi Shastri had 
spoken yesterday about the need to 
carefully manage workloads of bowlers 
across formats. It remains to be seen if 
Hardik Pandya will be given a break in 
this light, and Kedar Jadhav afforded 
another chance to impress, ahead of a 
long limited-overs’ schedule at home.

In light of the team’s experimenta-
tion and rotation policy, Ajinkya Rah-
ane is the only batsman not to get game 
time in this series. With Rohit Sharma 
coming back and scoring runs, and Shi-
khar Dhawan in good form, the team 
management has so far not toyed with 
the opening combination.

Rahane, on the other hand, had won 
the man-of-the-series in the last ODI 
engagement in West Indies with 336 
runs from ϐive matches including a hun-
dred and three half-centuries.

There is a chance that he could be 
given a game ahead of Dhawan in this 
ϐinal ODI, even if only to cement his spot 
as the designated third-choice opener.

This also puts the spotlight on KL Ra-
hul who was given a middle-order role in 
the current ODI series, speciϐically keep-
ing the preparation for the next World 
Cup in mind. So far that experiment hasn’t 
worked with Rahul returning scores of 4, 
17 and 7 in his three outings.

Oddly enough, Rahul has fallen to 
Akila Dananjay in all three matches. 
While it will be a matter of concern for 
the team management, they will also 
want to afford him further opportuni-

ties to strengthen the case for a mid-
dle-order berth.

Manish Pandey’s half-century in the 
fourth ODI gives the team additional 
leeway in this regard.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka are expected to 
make at least one chance to their playing 
XI. Skipper Upul Tharanga will be back 
in charge of affairs after sitting out the 
last two games owing to his suspension 
for slow-over rate. He is expected to slot 
into the middle order once again and La-
hiru Thirimanne might be asked to open 
the innings instead.

It remains to be seen if the Lankan 
captain can inspire a serious challenge in 
this ϐifth ODI after a lacklustre summer.

Most of all though, after two suspen-
sions in three months, Tharanga will be 
looking to complete the 50 overs within 
the stipulated time.

H , S  2 (PTI): 
Traditional powerhouse 
Cuba continued to dom-
inate the 19th World 
Boxing Championships 
with four of their boxers 
advancing to the summit 
clashes on the second 
day of semiϐinals, taking 
the total number of their 
ϐinalists to seven here.

The semiϐinals con-
cluded with Cuba being 
the dominant force yet 
again and looked well on 
course to repeating the 
feat of the 2015 edition, 
in which the country won 
seven medals.

However, Cuba is in 
line to take all seven gold 
this time, while it had 
claimed four gold, two 
silver and a bronze last 

time.
Julio Cesar La Cruz 

(81kg), Roniel Iglesias 
(69kg), Lazaro Alva-
rez (60kg) and Yosbany 
Veitia (52kg) entered the 
semiϐinals today. Joahnys 
Argilagos (49kg), Andy 
Gomez Cruz (64kg) and 
Erislandy Savon (91kg) 
had made the ϐinals on 
the ϐirst day of the semi-
ϐinals on Friday.

Uzbekistan followed 
Cuba with four ϐinal-
ists, while Kazakhstan 
had three in the summit 
clash.

India’s campaign had 
ended on Friday with the 
loss of Gaurav Bidhuri 
(56kg) in the semiϐinals. 
India thus signed off with 
one bronze medal.

Dominant India eye series clean sweep

Hockey India 
sacks chief coach 

Oltmans

Late payment fees waived for delayed July GST returns ϐiling

Cuba continues 
domination at World 

Championships
X , S  2 (PTI): 
Ahead of the BRICS Sum-
mit in Xiamen city, China 
today issued a high alert 
in the southeast for Ty-
phoon Mawar, which is 
expected to hit the region 
Sunday.

Authorities activated 
a national disaster alert 
and response mechanism 
for Mawar to help provin-
cial civil affairs depart-
ments prepare for relief 

work, state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.

The typhoon, the 16th 
storm to hit China this 

year, could hit the three-
day BRICS Summit in the 
coastal city from tomor-
row. Xiamen lies in Fujian 
province, geographically 
close to Taiwan and sepa-
rated by a narrow strip of 
Taiwan Straits.

The storm is expect-
ed to whip up wind gusts 
of 80-115 kmh along 
the Chinese coast as it 
moves onshore. Near 
and east of where the 

storm makes landfall 
will also be subject to 
storm surge ϐlooding.

Yesterday, China’s 
Meteorological Centre 
issued a blue alert, which 
is two grades lower than 
the highest alert level.

China National Com-
mission for Disaster Re-
duction and Ministry of 
Civil Affairs has asked 
civil affairs department 
ofϐicials in southern 

provinces - including Fu-
jian and Guangdong - to 
remain on duty round 
the clock.

Residents have been 
advised to stock up on 
their daily necessities.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is scheduled to 
arrive in Xiamen tomor-
row. The BRICS summit 
brings together the lead-
ers of Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa.

Typhoon Mawar’s shadow hanging over BRICS Summit

SHIRISH B PRADHAN 
K , S  2 
(PTI):

Nepal has signed a 
USD 635 million UN 

assistance package for 
2018-2022 to lay out the 
country’s development 
strategy for the next ϐive 
years, ofϐicials said today.

The package involv-
ing 26 individual UN 
agencies, spans inter-
ventions aimed at as-
sisting in four broad ar-
eas: inclusive economic 
growth; social develop-
ment; resilience, climate 
change adaptation and 
disaster risk reduction; 
and governance, rule of 
law and human rights, 
according to a state-
ment issued by the Unit-

ed Nations.
The National Plan-

ning Commission, apex 
advisory body of the Gov-
ernment of Nepal, and 
the United Nations Coun-
try Team (UNCT) in Ne-
pal signed the the United 
Nations Development 
Assistance Framework 
(UNDAF) yesterday.

The UNDAF lays out 
the development strategy 
for the UN Country Team 
for the next ϐive years.

“We are pleased to 
be signing this frame-
work with the United 
Nations in Nepal, it is 
broadly aligned without 
national priorities as 
envisioned by the Gov-
ernment of Nepal.

And it is our hope it 

will contribute to our 
ambition to achieve the 
Agenda 2030 for Sus-
tainable Development,” 
Chairman of the Nation-
al Planning Commission 
Swarnim Wagle said.

“The strong align-
ment of the UNDAF with 
the national plans, in-
ternational conventions, 
and the Constitution of 
Nepal provides the foun-
dation to support the 
Government of Nepal’s 
efforts in ensuring that 
‘no one is left behind’ as 
laid out in the Sustain-
able Development Goals,” 
remarked United Nations 
Resident Coordinator 
Valerie Julliand.

Nepal signs UN development 
assistance plan

G  (UP), S  
2 (PTI): The spate of 
deaths continued in the 
state-run Baba Raghav 
Das Medical College hos-
pital here with 13 more 
children dying in the past 
24 hours, taking the toll 
to 1,317 so far this year.

As many as 13 chil-
dren, 10 in NICU and three 

in general paediatric ward 
died in the past 24 hours, 
the newly-appointed prin-
cipal of the college Dr PK 
Singh said today.

No death was report-
ed in the encephalitis 
ward during this period, 
Dr Singh said, adding 
that 53 new cases were 
admitted in the hospital.

This year there have 
been a total of 1,317 deaths 
in the hospital so far.

According to hospital 
records, in January 152 
children died, in Febru-
ary 122, March 159, April 
123, May 139, June 137, 
July 128 and August 325, 
besides in September 32 
children have died so far.

13 more children die in 
BRD medical college

FLAT AVAILABLE FOR COMMERCIAL 
OPERATIONS: A ϐlat measuring 
around 3,000 sq ft across an entire ϐloor; 
conveniently located on the roadside and 
ideal for development into a showroom, 
bank or corporate ofϐice, is available for 
rent at Church Road, DPH. The property 
is available for immediate occupation 
and can also be developed to suit the 
requirements of prospective tenants. 
Contact 9434117687 or 9832556698 
for further details and to schedule a visit.
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR PROSPECT MORNING

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:02/09/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 94H 77402
   (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 77402 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
23012 28425 47175 50178 61957
68219 70473 86822 94260 97108
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
01628 07176 23179 25124 34116
36154 41485 69010 83526 90642
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0270 0276 2519 2964 3182 6094 6435 8482 9340 9552
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1626 5275 5529 5898 6282 6606 7628 7776 7860 8817
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0023 0028 0031 0071 0114 0119 0144 0278 0418 0572
0647 0712 0767 0800 0820 0870 0918 1049 1098 1394
1423 1465 1703 1768 1803 1947 1977 1986 2345 2474
2659 2680 2790 2823 2944 3051 3124 3125 3230 3363
3364 3645 3710 3711 3883 4076 4084 4212 4374 4819
4864 5116 5202 5288 5482 5486 5582 5664 5789 6107
6109 6259 6294 6389 6534 6560 6792 6805 6854 7042
7100 7210 7245 7347 7552 7583 7630 7691 7728 7796
7899 7927 8210 8242 8452 8592 8728 8802 8824 8888
9020 9097 9117 9228 9273 9358 9364 9392 9547 9786
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR OSTRICH EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:5 DrawDate on:02/09/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 92B 45505
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 45505 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
03763 24211 33358 37598 44953
54385 65803 66521 78121 87397
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
35248 37601 40600 58011 58798
63756 77395 82050 83188 95777
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0083 0361 1327 1672 2203 2857 4502 6016 9325 9822
5th Prize Rs.500/-
2631 2632 2657 2764 3416 4362 4577 4594 5022 9328
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0091 0150 0152 0379 0446 0478 0512 0536 0576 0721
0737 0832 0952 0978 1094 1107 1217 1269 1367 1468
1650 1681 1918 2211 2699 2915 3047 3062 3103 3246
3404 3465 3469 3483 3491 3531 3537 3806 3843 3872
3955 3986 4012 4300 4405 4643 4785 4861 4995 5048
5080 5112 5127 5199 5351 5397 5405 5569 5896 5947
5948 6054 6173 6492 6555 6588 6809 6813 6946 7134
7146 7221 7228 7336 7445 7475 7522 7555 7621 8082
8156 8173 8183 8230 8405 8409 8520 8624 8661 8664
8740 8787 8873 9514 9564 9596 9627 9636 9736 9810
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR KIND

Draw No:5 DrawDate on:31/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 97E 98967
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 98967 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
02766 03675 13488 17045 18224
29127 73384 79984 86944 92762
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
04303 08561 23933 24782 27336
29171 36733 63702 69947 74278
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0499 1511 2818 4198 5556 7759 8379 8456 8606 8944
5th Prize Rs.500/-
0527 2246 2569 2648 4176 6989 7457 7547 9230 9850
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0054 0123 0273 0395 0423 0432 0551 0586 0590 0679
0895 1015 1088 1143 1151 1316 1390 1475 1835 1967
2073 2088 2205 2310 2320 2459 2499 2610 2661 2675
2681 2711 2893 2986 3020 3077 3102 3186 3240 3297
3338 3491 3517 3581 3658 3696 3809 3914 3942 4089
4099 4133 4186 4237 4404 4457 4514 4719 4848 4879
5081 5117 5866 5955 6176 6194 6225 6650 6659 6786
6928 7047 7077 7151 7309 7451 7541 7589 7728 7793
7819 7884 8074 8233 8316 8384 8726 8978 9091 9141
9363 9560 9587 9612 9752 9838 9852 9861 9880 9932
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

visit us at
www.summittimes.com

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE: Roadside plots 
(general land) available for sale at Adampool, 
east Sikkim. 
Contact 9434117687 for further details 
and to arrange site visits.

Donald Trump has asked Congress for an initial $7.85bn (£6.1bn) in disaster relief in the wake of Hurricane Har-
vey. The request comes ahead of the US President’s second visit to the storm-ravaged region later, when he will 
visit Houston, Texas, and Lake Charles, Louisiana. White House budget director Mick Mulvaney told Congress: 
“This request is a down-payment on the President’s commitment to help affected states recover from the storm, 
and future requests will address longer-term rebuilding needs.”

ADITI KHANNA 
L , S  2 (PTI):

A mission to explore intel-
ligent alien life in the uni-

verse has recorded some mys-
terious signals coming from a 
galaxy three billion light years 
away, according to an Indi-
an-origin scientist working on 
the ambitious project co-found-
ed by Stephen Hawking.

Vishal Gajjar is part of 
the team working under the 
Breakthrough Listen project 
- set up by Hawking, one of 
the world’s best-known scien-
tists, and Russian billionaire 
Yuri Milner to discover the 
truth about the universe.

The latest fast radio bursts 
(FRBs) prove their equipment 
is working well and ready to 
pick up signs of life if they exist.

“We really have no idea 
about where they come from,” 
Gajjar, one of the scientists 

from the University of Califor-
nia Berkeley Research Centre, 
told The Daily Telegraph.

He noted: “If some form 
of life would like to produce a 
signal that is detectable to an-

other civilisation this could be 
a way to do it, but I don’t think 
they are coming from intelli-
gent civilisations.

“There are more theories 
than the number of sources. 

We have opened more ques-
tions than answers. As we 
do more study we ϐind more 
weird things,” he said.

Breakthrough Listen is a 
USD 100-million global astro-

nomical initiative launched in 
2015 by Hawking and Mill-
er and has teams around the 
world using their telescopes 
to look for evidence of life.

The initial 10-year pro-
gramme will survey the 
1,000,000 closest stars to 
Earth, scanning the entire ga-
lactic plane of the Milky Way.

Beyond our galaxy it will 
listen for messages from the 
100 closest galaxies at 10 bil-
lion different frequencies.

Announcing the project at 
the time at a press conference 
in London, Hawking said it was 
time to commit to ϐinding the 
answer to life beyond Earth.

“Somewhere in the universe 
intelligent life may be watching 
the lights of ours aware of what 
they mean,” he said.

Explanations for the latest 
signals detected range from 
rotating neutron stars with 

extremely magnetic ϐields, to 
energy sources used by ex-
traterrestrial civilisations to 
power spacecraft.

Whatever they are they 
left their galaxy when our So-
lar System was just two billion 
years old and life was just get-
ting going on Earth.

At ϐirst scientists thought 
the signals were the fallout 
from a catastrophic event in 
space, like a supernova, but 
then they repeated again in 
2015 and 2016 suggesting 
the whatever object produced 
them was still there.

In the fresh experiment, 
which will be elaborated upon 
in scientiϐic journals in fu-
ture, University of California, 
Berkeley, experts scanned the 
same galaxy at a higher fre-
quency than which had been 
used to see the original bursts, 
and found 15 more.

Hawking’s mission to ϐind alien life detects mystery signalsSuicide bombers 
kill 7 in attack on 
Iraq power plant
S , S  2 (AFP): 
Suicide bombers killed 
seven people and wound-
ed 12 in an attack on a 
power plant north of 
Baghdad today, an Iraqi 
security ofϐicial said.

Armed with grenades 
and wearing explosives 
belts, three attackers en-
tered the facility in Sa-
marra, about 100 kilome-
tres (62 miles) north of 
the capital, at 2:00 am, the 
ofϐicial told AFP.

“They attacked the 
plant’s workers, killing 
seven and wounding 12, 
according to an initial as-
sessment,” said the ofϐi-
cial, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Security reinforce-
ments then arrived on the 
scene, killing two of the 
bombers and evacuating 
the employees. The at-
tack comes as Iraqi Shiites 
mark the ϐirst day of the 
Eid al-Adha feast.

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility 
for the attack, but the Is-
lamic State jihadist group 
frequently carries out sui-
cide bombings in Iraq. In 
2014, IS captured almost a 
third of Iraqi territory in a 
lightning offensive. It now 
only holds two pockets of 
territory in the country.

LALIT K JHA 
W , S  2 
(PTI):

The US and South Ko-
rea today vowed to 

strengthen their alliance 
through defence cooper-
ation to ϐight the threats 
posed by North Korea 
with President Donald 
Trump giving a “con-
ceptual approval” to sell 
Seoul American military 
equipment worth bil-
lions of dollars.

On Tuesday, North 
Korea fired a missile 
over Japan, prompting 
Trump to insist that “all 
options were on the ta-
ble” in an implied threat 
of pre-emptive military 
action.

Trump in a phone call 
with his South Korean 
counterpart Moon Jae-in 
discussed a coordinated 
response to deal with 
the “destabilising and 
escalatory behaviour” of 
North Korea, the White 
House said.

“Trump and Moon 
pledged to continue to 
apply strong diplomat-

US, S. Korea discuss coordinated 
response against NKorea 

ic and economic pres-
sure on North Korea and 
to make all necessary 
preparations to deter 
and defend against the 
growing threat posed by 
North Korea,” it said.

The two leaders 
agreed to strengthen 
the alliance through de-
fence cooperation and to 
strengthen South Korea’s 
defence capabilities.

“Trump provided his 
conceptual approval of 
planned purchases by 
South Korea of billions 
of dollars in American 
military equipment,” the 
White House said.

In a separate call, 
Trump spoke with Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarba-
yev of Kazakhstan to dis-
cuss the two countries’ 

25-year relationship and 
his recently announced 
South Asia strategy.

“Trump expressed 
appreciation for Kazakh-
stan’s regional and glob-
al leadership, including 
its upcoming tenure as 
Chair of the United Na-
tions Security Council in 
January, and congratulat-
ed President Nazarbayev 
on hosting the Astana 
Expo 2017,” the White 
House said.

Trump also spoke 
with President Juan Man-
uel Santos of Colombia.

“President Trump 
stressed the impor-
tance of Colombia do-
ing its utmost to elim-
inate the production 
and trafficking of illegal 
drugs,” it said.

YOSHITA SINGH 
N  Y , S  1 (PTI):

An Indian-origin po-
litical consultant 

was today sentenced to 
15 months in prison and 
ordered to pay a USD 
10,000 ϐine for his role 
in funnelling over USD 
600,000 in illegal foreign 
campaign contributions 
in a San Diego mayoral 
election.

Ravneet Singh of Illi-
nois and former CEO of 
ElectionMall Technolo-
gies was ordered by US 
District Court Judge Mi-
chael Anello to report to 
prison in October to be-
gin serving his sentence.

Singh, 45, was sen-
tenced for his role in fun-
nelling more than USD 
600,000 in illegal foreign 
campaign contributions 
from Mexican citizen Jose 
Susumo Azano Matsura to 
candidates in the 2012 San 
Diego mayoral election.

In September 2016, 
after six weeks of trial, a 
federal jury in San Diego 
returned guilty verdicts 
against Singh, Azano 
and Azano’s son Edward 
Susumo, who were con-
victed of felony counts 
associated with a series 
of illegal campaign con-
tributions by Azano to 
the campaigns of Bonnie 
Dumanis and Bob Filner.

“American elections 
are not for sale,” said Ex-
ecutive US Attorney Blair 
Perez.

Indian-origin consultant sentenced 
to 15 months in jail in US

“We will not allow our 
sacred electoral process 
to be compromised. This 
prison sentence under-
scores an important mes-
sage: Anyone who tries to 
manipulate the American 
electorate will pay a high 
price,” Perez said.

According to evidence 
presented at trial, Azano, 
Singh, and others con-
spired to inject hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in 
cash and in-kind consult-
ing services to the Bonnie 
Dumanis and Bob Filner 
campaigns, despite the 
fact that Azano’s foreign 
national status made such 
contributions illegal.

To conceal his con-
nection to these contri-
butions, Azano arranged 

with his son Edward Hes-
ter and others to funnel 
this illegal foreign money 
through corporate and 
third person “straw do-
nor” contributions.

The conspirators also 
arranged for at least USD 
267,000 worth of Singh’s 
in-kind consulting ser-
vices to be secretly fun-
nelled to the campaigns.

Ultimately, with Aza-
no’s help, Filner won the 
election, though he was 
forced to resign shortly 
thereafter. For his part, 
Singh used his special-
ised skills and knowledge 
to facilitate the crimes.

Evidence at trial 
demonstrated that Singh 
used code names for 
the Dumanis and Filner 

work that Azano paid for 
but never for any oth-
er domestic candidate 
for ofϐice; harshly repri-
manded employees for 
using those code names 
in emails; and on one 
particularly candid occa-
sion referenced the “legal 
ramiϐications” of discuss-
ing these topics.

Singh further con-
cealed the payments 
from Azano by structur-
ing the wires from a Mex-
ican company Broadlink 
controlled by Azano, 
which had nothing to do 
with electoral politics, 
to company Singh con-
trolled, not Election Mall, 
but eSolutions, which 
primarily developed soft-
ware from India.

Kenneth 
Juster to be 
nominated 
US 
ambassador 
to India
W , S  2 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump today announced 
his intent to nominate 
Kenneth I Juster, a top 
economic aide and an ex-
pert on India, as the US 
ambassador to India.

In June, the White 
House said that Juster, 62, 
will be America’s new am-
bassador to India.

Juster, who is the Dep-
uty Assistant to the US 
president for Internation-
al Economic Affairs and 
Deputy Director of his 
National Economic Coun-
cil, would replace Richard 
Verma if nominated and 
conϐirmed by the Senate.

The position has been 
lying vacant since Janu-
ary 20 when Trump was 
sworn in as the 45th Pres-
ident of the United States.

Juster has previously 
served as Under Secretary 
of Commerce from 2001-
2005, Counselor (acting) 
of the State Department 
from 1992-1993, and 
deputy and senior adviser 
to the Deputy Secretary of 
State from 1989-1992.

In the private sector, 
he has been a partner 
at the investment ϐirm 
Warburg Pincus LLC, Ex-
ecutive Vice President at 
Salesforce.com, and se-
nior partner at the law 
ϐirm Arnold & Porter.

He has also served as 
Chairman of Harvard Uni-
versity’s Weatherhead 
Center for International 
Affairs, and as Vice Chair-
man of The Asia Founda-
tion.

Juster holds a law de-
gree from the Harvard 
Law School, a master’s 
degree in Public Policy 
from the John F Kennedy 
School of Government at 
Harvard, and a bachelor’s 
degree in Government 
from Harvard College.
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EtCETERA

ARIES: Your thoughts may be 
scattered and confused, Aries, es-
pecially regarding responsibilities 
that are important to you. You need 
to be disciplined and focused, but 
frivolous chatter may fi ll your 
brain. This kind of mental mud-
dle limits you in many situations, 
making it diffi  cult to express what 
you feel. Ask someone who knows 
you well to help you make sense.  
TAURUS: There’s a chance that 
incredible luck will befall you, Tau-
rus, but nothing will come without 
hard work on your part. Don’t ex-
pect someone else to hand you the 
treasure chest. You have the map in 
your hand, so follow it. Once you 
start, you may realize that you’re 

much closer than you think. It’s up 
to you to make the journey. 
GEMINI: You may feel like 
someone’s trying to pin you down 
before you start, Gemini. Perhaps 
these obstacles are self-imposed. 
Maybe you’re restricting yourself 
from doing the things you want 
to do because you’re afraid they 
won’t work out. This fear of fail-
ure is the pain you feel. Overcom-
ing it is the fi rst step. If you try and 
fail, you’ll be no worse off  than if 
you never try at all.  
CANCER: Things should be run-
ning smoothly for you, Cancer, and 
you’ll accomplish a lot with surpris-
ingly little eff ort. Although there 
may not be any Earth-shattering 

developments, you should fi nd that 
things go well. Maybe you won’t 
win the lottery today, but the few 
dollars you invest now will turn into 
megabucks later. Be patient. 
LEO: You may feel like you’re 
being tested in some way, Leo, 
like you’re on trial and must de-
fend yourself, including what 
you believe and how you operate. 
This feeling is unsettling, but soon 
you’ll realize that it’s strengthen-
ing in many ways. Questioning 
your behavior patterns is healthy, 
so open up in a way that you may 
not have considered before.                 
VIRGO: Your vitality is low. It 
may be diffi  cult to fi ght adversity. 
Try not to get discouraged. In-

stead, realize that this is part of the 
natural cycle. Awareness of your 
energy patterns is half the battle. 
Don’t force yourself into feeling 
something you don’t. It’s import-
ant that you not take on more re-
sponsibilities than you can handle.  
LIBRA: You may fi nd it hard to 
admit that you can’t do everything, 
Libra. There are some jobs that you 
aren’t cut out to do. Why pretend 
when a better option would be to del-
egate the task to someone else? If you 
don’t feel a strong connection with 
something or someone, don’t force 
it. Pretending that you’re capable of 
something will only cause frustration 
for you and everyone else.                
SCORPIO: Your hard work is pay-

ing off  in ways that may not be no-
ticeable to you now, Scorpio. Things 
are fl owing naturally, and you seem 
to have all your responsibilities un-
der control. You may not be aware 
that this is so since it’s easier to see 
when something’s wrong than when 
something’s going well. Take time 
to appreciate the incredible things 
you’ve created for yourself thanks 
to all your eff ort.    
SAGITTARIUS: You may feel 
like it’s your responsibility to 
take care of everyone, Sagittar-
ius. If you love someone, your 
brain translates this into thinking 
that you need to be the caretaker. 
If you don’t take someone under 
your wing, maybe you see your-

self as selfi sh or unkind. Dismiss 
this notion. Other people’s feel-
ings aren’t your responsibility. 
Don’t let another’s well-being 
become your project.       
CAPRICORN: There are opportu-
nities for achievement, so stay open 
to new energy coming your way, 
Capricorn. If you don’t turn at these 
fortuitous junctions, you may nev-
er fi nd this spot in the road again. 
What comes your way may not be 
a pot of gold, but it will certainly 
be the rainbow that leads you to it. 
If nothing else, you’ll fi nd oppor-
tunities that strengthen your spirit, 
preparing you for adversity later.  
AQUARIUS: You may fi nd it 
hard to relate to others verbally, 

Aquarius. You may have every-
thing fi gured out in your head, but 
the words get in the way as soon as 
you share your ideas. Talking with 
someone else may add confusion 
instead of clarity to the situation
PISCES: You may be coming to 
a point of reckoning in something 
you set into motion years ago, Pi-
sces. This is a time of hard work 
when you may need to either 
salvage the mess you’ve created 
or start reaping the wonderful 
rewards of the success you’ve 
become. Your ego is wrapped 
up in this scenario. You may be 
frustrated by people wasting your 
time with problems that seem in-
signifi cant.  
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A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

03rd SEPTEMBER
WORLD HISTORY
1752: The Gregorian Adjust-
ment to the calendar was put 
into effect in Great Britain and 
the American colonies followed.
1759: Pope Clement XIII ofϐi-
cially placed the French Ency-
clopedie on the Vatican’s Index 
of Prohibited Books.
1792: In France, Princess de 
Lamballe, the best friend of 
Queen Marie Antoinette, was 
killed and her body mutilated 
by an angry mob. Her head was 
displayed under the window of 
Marie Antoinette.
1895: The ϐirst professional 
American football game was 
played in Latrobe, Pennsylva-
nia between the Latrobe Young 
Men’s Christian Association 
and the Jeannette Athletic Club. 
1935: Sir Malcolm Campbell 
became the ϐirst person to 
drive an automobile over 300 
MPH. Campbell drove the Blue-

bird Special on the Bonneville 
Salt Flats in Utah at a speed of 
304.331 MPH.
1976: The unmanned U.S. 
spacecraft Viking 2 landed on 
Mars to take the ϐirst close-up, 
color photographs of the plan-
et’s surface.
INDIAN HISTORY
1905: Kamlapati Tripathi, lead-
er of Indian National Congress, 
was born.
1939: Lord Lilinthgow, the then 
Viceroy announced that India 
was also at war against Germa-
ny. This declaration was made 
without the consent of Indian 
National Congress which was 
then in partnership with the 
Government. 
1995: Ram Jethmalani (lawyer 
and MP) launches a new party, 
Bharatiya Lok Panchayat, to rid 
the country of its evils.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

HOT MOM: Mean Girls star Amanda Seyfried showed 
off her post-baby style at the First Reformed screen-
ing during the 2017 Venice Film Festival.

CONGRATULATIONS IN ORDER

Beyonce congratulates Ser-
ena Williams on birth of 
her baby girl
Who runs the world? Girls! Beyoncé congratu-

lated her friend Serena Williams after news 
broke that she had given birth to her ϐirst child —a 
beautiful baby girl — on Friday, September 1.The 
multi-Grammy winner is no stranger to pregnancy 
posts since she recently welcomed her baby twins, 
Sir Carter and Rumi, breaking the internet with the 
announcement on February 1, which is now the 
most-liked photo on Instagram with more than 11 
million. This isn’t the ϐirst time the two superstars 
have publicly shown support for each other. Beyoncé shared 
a photo of a young Williams holding a trophy when she won 
her second French Open in 2013, and most recently, Williams 
appeared in the “Sorry” video for the singer’s album Lem-
onade. The world ϐirst found out about Williams’ pregnan-

cy through a Snapchat photo she accidentally shared on 
April 19, writing “20 weeks.” Throughout her pregnancy, the 
Grand Slam champion became more comfortable showing 
off her baby bump with the world and constantly shared up-
dates with her followers about her growing child.

Zayn Malik is preparing for his second 
album and has ofϐicially announced 

the release date of his new song, “Dusk 
Till Dawn,” featuring Sia. The hitmaker 
revealed on Friday, September 1, that 
the collaboration will drop Thursday, 
September 7.The “Like I Would” sing-
er teased the music video for the new 
track with a photo that looks somewhat 
like a movie poster, featuring himself, 
a woman in a fur coat, a cop and body-
guards. The poster 
reveals that Malik 
and Girls actress 
Jemima Kirke will 
star in the video, 
which will be direct-
ed by Marc Webb. 
The former One 
Direction member 
kept it simple with 
his caption, writing, 
“#DuskTillDawn ft 
@Sia • 7th Sept”The 
“Cheap Thrills” sing-
er reshared the post 
on her page, writ-
ing: “@ZaynMalik x 
Sia - #DuskTillDawn 
- coming September 
7th � - Team Sia.”

This will be the 
British star’s ϐirst 
music release since his collaboration, 
“Still Got Time,” with Canadian singer 
PartyNextDoor that debuted on March 
24. Aside from the occasional outing 
with model girlfriend Gigi Hadid, the 
ex boy-bander has mostly stayed out of 
the public eye in the past year. That was 

likely intentional given that Malik, 24, 
has been open about his struggles with 
anxiety.

“I’m not a very outgoing social per-
son, like in terms of big groups of peo-
ple. When we’re getting ready to start 
putting [my] second album out, people 
are going to start seeing me a bit more,” 
he told Vogue in July 2017.The “I Don’t 
Wanna Live Forever” singer’s new mu-
sic will likely be in the same genre as his 

previous record, telling the mag,
“I listen to a lot of hip-hop, a lot of rap 

music.”Malik continued, “I always feel like 
there’s something I can improve on, or 
there’s something I can tweak and make 
it more me, or a little bit more different 
here. I feel like that comes across with my 

lyrics now. I feel like my lyrics have grown. 
I feel like it’s more adult. I feel like I’ve got 
some cool puns in there and some weird 
things that I’m proud of that my mind has 
been able to come up with.”

The R&B crooner found success with 
his ϐirst solo album, Mind of Mine, on 
March 25, 2016, after leaving the pop-
ular boy band the year before on the 
same date. The album debuted at No. 1 
on the Billboard 200 and “Pillowtalk,” 

his ϐirst single after going solo, also hit 
No. 1, charting higher than any of his 
songs with 1D. (“Best Song Ever” hit No. 
2 in 2013.)

Zayn Malik’s “Dusk Till Dawn” fea-
turing Sia will be available Thursday, 
September 7, 2017.

ZAYN MALIK ANNOUNCES NEW SIA-
FEATURED SINGLE ‘DUSK TILL DAWN’

While some people say 
that she is just doing it 

to promote her upcoming ϐilm 
Simran that all of a sudden she 
has brought alive all the con-
troversies about her former 
relationships, Kangana Ranaut 
feels she has always spoken 
about them without mincing 
words. In the past as well, Kan-
gana has opened up about her 
alleged relationship with Adi-
tya Pancholi and how she was 
scandalised during the time.

While earlier the actress 
had opened up how she was 
abused in a past relationship, 
she never took Aditya Pancho-
li’s name. However, recent-
ly she conϐirmed that it was 
Sooraj Pancholi’s father.

“It was a very difϐicult and 
very harsh time. I was physi-

KANGANA RANAUT REVEALS 
ADITYA PANCHOLI USED 

TO ABUSE HER WHILE 
THEY WERE DATING

cally abused. I don’t have to go 
to details. I felt trapped. You 
feel people might help you. But 
there are no free lunches. But 
when you are going you fall 
for it. This man who was my 
father’s age hit me hard on my 
head when I was 17. I started 
bleeding. I took out my sandal 
and hit him on the head hard 
and he started to bleed too. I 
lodged an FIR against the man,” 
she had earlier said at a press 
conference.

At a talk-show recently, the 
actress afϐirmed that she was 
talking about Aditya Pancholi. 
She even said she was under 
house arrest during that time, 
and that he used to abuse her 
physically. She took his wife Za-
rina Wahab’s help to be saved 
from his beatings.

A few years ago, Aditya Pan-
choli too had opened up about 
his relationship with Kangana 
Ranaut and said, “We were as 
good as husband and wife. I 
was actually building a house 
for both of us on Yari Road. We 
lived together for three years at 
a friends` place. I used to show 
her a lot of movies. I was build-
ing a home for the two of us. 
Even the phone she was using 
was mine.”He also had revealed 
how he got back to his wife after 
the splt and how accepting she 
was of his past relationships.

“Zarina has been my sup-
port and strength. In spite of 
all the pain that I’ve caused her, 
she says she wants to be my 
wife for seven more lives. All 
Kangana had to do was tell me 
she was seeing this boy.”


