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SECOND SET OF I CARDS 
ISSUED TO KISSAN 

BAZAR FARMERS
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NOW OUT ON THE BOOKSTANDS!

ESSAYS ON TEESTA, HYDEL AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE IN SIKKIM
The SummitTimes Spotlight series now in a book!

AVAILABLE IN GANGTOK AT
RACHNA BOOKS, Development Area; KANDOIKA, New Market; 
JAINCO, Metro Point; GOOD BOOKS, MG Marg

For trade and other enquiries, 
contact Lokta Books at loktabooks@gmail.com 
or call us at +91 891 860 6209;  +91 983 208 0753

HSP TAKES ISSUE 
WITH GOVT POSITION 

ON PAY REVISION
pg02

N  D , J  10 (PTI): The govern-
ment has opened up senior-level bu-
reaucratic posts in several departments 
to people, even from the private sector, 
who are “talented and motivated”, and 
willing to contribute towards nation 
building.

According to an advertisement pub-
lished in leading newspapers, the gov-
ernment is looking for 10 “outstanding 
individuals”, even from the private sec-
tor, with expertise in the areas of reve-
nue, inancial services, economic affairs, 
agriculture, cooperation and farmers’ 
welfare, road transport and highway, 
shipping, environment, forests and cli-
mate change, new and renewable ener-
gy, civil aviation and commerce.

A circular issued by the Department 
of Personnel and Training also said, 
“The Government of India invites tal-
ented and motivated Indian nationals 
willing to contribute towards nation 
building to join the government at the 
level of Joint Secretary.”

The initiative is being called lateral 
recruitment to senior positions in the 
government.

The period of contract will be for 
three years from the date of commence-
ment of service, extendable up to ive 
years depending upon performance.

Joint Secretaries are at a crucial lev-
el of senior management in the govern-
ment of India and lead policy making as 
well as implementation of various pro-
grammes and schemes of the depart-
ment assigned to them.

They report to the secretary/addi-
tional secretary in the ministry or de-
partment and are normally appointed 
from all India services like the IAS, IPS, 
IFS and other allied services.

The criteria for applicants include 
minimum age of 40 years as on July 1, 

2018, graduate from a recognized uni-
versity or institute. Higher quali ica-
tions would be an added advantage.

Those who are eligible to apply are 
of icers of any state or Union Territo-
ries government who are already work-
ing at an equivalent level or are eligible 
for appointment to equivalent level in 
their cadre, with relevant experience.

It also includes individuals work-
ing at comparable levels in public sec-
tor undertakings, autonomous bodies, 
statutory organisations, universities, 
recognised research institutes with a 
minimum of 15 years of experience.

Those working at comparable lev-
els in private sector companies, con-
sultancy organisations, international 
or multinational organisations with a 
minimum of 15 years experience can 
also apply.

Selected applicants shall be placed 
at the beginning of the pay scale as ap-
plicable to a joint secretary, which is Rs 
1,44,200-Rs 2,18,200 per month (Level 
14 of Pay Matrix). In addition, they shall 
be eligible for all allowances and facili-
ties as applicable to the equivalent level 
in the Government of India.

However, the government reserves 
its right to place deserving appointees 
at an appropriate level within the scale 
of pay.

All appointees shall be deemed to 
be public servants for the purpose of 
the CCS (Conduct) Rules and such other 
statutes as noti ied by the government 
from time to time.

The employment contract can be 
terminated by either side with a mini-
mum notice period of three months.

The shortlisted candidates will be 
called for a personal interaction with 
the selection committee. The last date 
for receipt of applications is July 30.

GoI opens up 10 joint
secy-level posts to ‘talented, 

motivated’ Indians

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 10 J :

A two-day long seminar on cul-
ture, customs, tradition and 

history of the Limboo tribe of Sik-
kim concluded here in the capital 
today. 

This seminar was organised 
by the Sikkim Yakthung Sapsok 
Songjumbho (Sikkim Limboo Lit-
erary Society) in collaboration 
with all registered societies of the 
Limboo community in Sikkim - 
Sikkim Limboo Youth Association, 
Sikkim Yakthung Sakthim Pho-
chumph, Sikkim Yakthung Sapto 
Chumbho and Sikkim Yakthung 
Nitchamsa Chumpho - in associ-
ation with the Limboo Language 
Society, Human Resource Develop-
ment Department. 

The organisers inform that the 
seminar aimed to accumulate in-
puts from private individuals on 
ethnography and various other 
aspects of the community, their 

language, customs, Mundhum re-
ligion and culture which will later 
be compiled as a report by a draft-
ing committee. 

This report will then be pre-
sented to the Government of Sik-
kim and the Government of India’s 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

HRDD Minister, RB Subba, was 
present as the chief guest today 
accompanied by Minister NK Sub-
ba as guest of honour along with 

MLA Chandra Maya Subba, former 
Speakers Kalawati Subba and CB 
Subba, Padma Shri BB Muringla 
and AD Subba, advisor, Health De-
partment, as special guests. 

The chief guest congratulat-
ed the organisers for conducting 
a irst of its kind seminar on the 
community’s history and com-
mented that the community has 
slowly “started walking”.

While accepting that important 
decisions cannot be made in such 
a short span of time, he hailed the 
seminar as a way forward to dis-
cuss and debate various concerns, 
issues and aspects of the Limboo 
community. 

He stated that there is no re-
corded history of the area and its 
people before the historic Lho-
Mon-Tsong Sum agreement of 
1642, and that there is need to col-
lect all the historical records of the 
community. 

“Limboos are the autochthons 

of Sikkim,” he said. 
He also appealed to the 

Phedangbas, Phedangmas and Ye-
bas, the Limboo priests, to take a 
lead in cultural preservation of the 
community. 

He also informed that the Chief 
Minister has suggested that a 
Phedangba school be established 
for the cultural preservation of the 
community. 

Guest of Honour, NK Subba, 
also addressed the gathering and 
urged the youth not to be misguid-
ed but take responsibility instead 
for preservation and conservation 
of the customs and traditions of 
the community. 

He added that all the efforts to 
conserve preserve and develop the 
Limboo community by the state 
government are underway in the 
state. 

The seminar included papers 
by various speakers and scholars 
from the Limboo community.

Seminar deliberates culture and history of Limboos in Sikkim

G , 10 J  (IPR): 
Sikkim Government Col-
lege, Tadong, recently 
renamed “Nar Bahadur 
Bhandari Government 
Degree College,” cele-
brated the grand inale 
of “Bliss 2018” at the col-
lege campus today with 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling among the stu-
dents as chief guest ac-
companied by Ministers, 
HODs and other dignitar-
ies. The 15-day event had 
started on 25 May. 

The Chief Minister, 
in his address, explained 
that re-naming the col-
lege was a tribute to for-
mer Chief Minister, the 
late Nar Bahadur Bhan-
dari, and in recognition 
of his contributions to 
the State. He shared that 
the Late leader has left 
indelible marks in the 
history of the State and 
should never be forgot-

ten for his contributions 
to Sikkim.

He added that the 
State Government has 
always put education as 
the number one priority 
and this can be seen in 
the State Government’s 
decision in allocating 
20% of the annual bud-
get to this sector. 

He assured the stu-

dents that the State Gov-
ernment will leave no 
stone unturned in pro-
viding all the facilities 
to help them achieve a 
bright future and that it 
was up to them to utilize 
this assistance earnestly. 

The Chief Minister 
reiterated that education 
should be life-orientated 
rather than just a pursuit 

of degrees, commenting 
that the present system 
was making the youth 
carry the burden of de-
grees rather than making 
them self-reliant.

The students and 
staff were assured that 
the demands placed by 
them will be ful illed in 
all earnestness. 

The CM also urged the 

audience to explore class-
less educational institu-
tions and advised the stu-
dents to move out from 
ixed mindsets and devel-

op a growth mindset. 
Stressing on the fact 

that the 21st century will 
be an innovation driven 
world and organic driv-
en world, he encouraged 
them to work hard and 
be self suf icient

The Chief Minister 
talked about the many 
schemes which has been 
implemented in the State 
in the education sector 
and said that the gov-
ernment has gone a step 
further by deciding to 
grant free education in 
Pharmacy College, the 
polytechnic institutes - 
CCCT and ATTC - as also 
free MBBS course in the 
upcoming State Medical 
College. 

CM invites college students to leverage
facilities and reach high

Q , J  10 (PTI): 
India was the only coun-
try today in the eight-na-
tion Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation 
grouping which opposed 
China’s ambitious Belt 
and Road Initiative with 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi asserting that 
any mega connectivity 
project must respect sov-
ereignty and territorial 
integrity of the countries.

A declaration signed 
by leaders of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organ-
isation (SCO) countries, 
including Modi, at the 
end of a two-day summit 
of the bloc said Russia, 
Pakistan, Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan 
and Tajikistan have been 
“reaf irming” their sup-
port for China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI).

In his address at the 

summit, Modi, in a clear 
reference to the BRI, said 
any mega connectivity 
project must respect sov-
ereignty and territorial 
integrity of the countries 
and assured that India 
will support projects 
which ensure inclusivity.

“Connectivity with 
the neighbouring coun-
tries is India’s priority. 
We welcome the con-

India refuses to endorse China’s BRI

turn to pg03
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Government of Sikkim
Food Security and Agriculture Development Department

Krishi-Bhawan, Tadong
No. 493/FS&ADD.  Dated: 8/6/2018

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Applica  ons are invited from eligible local candidates for the following posts on contractual basis for a period of 2(two) 
years under SAMETI & ATMA, an autonomous agency under FS&AD Department, Krishi Bhawan, Gangtok:

Sl.
No. Post No of 

posts

Suggested 
Mode of Re-
cruitment

Qualifi cation Age Suggested 
Experience

Consilidated 
Pay/month 
(as per GOI 
norms).

1. State Co-or-
dinator 01 Contractual

Doctorate/Post 
Graduate degree in 
Agriculture, Agriculture 
Extension, Agronomy, 
Horticulture, Fisheries, 
Soil Sciences, Agricul-
ture Economics and 
allied sector.

25 & 
above

Minimum 
10 years of 
experience in 
co-ordination 
and Planning 
for PhDs and 
20 years for 
Masters.

Rs.50,000/-

2.
Gender 
Co-ordina-
tor

01 Contractual

Post Graduate degree 
in Agriculture and allied 
sector including Home 
Science Extension or 
Sociology

25 & 
above

5 years experi-
ence in Agricul-
ture Extension 
or gender 
related work.

Rs.40,000/-

3.

Block 
Technology 
Manager 
(BTM)

02 Contractual

Graduate/Post Grad-
uate in Agriculture 
& Allied Sector with 
computer skill

25-35

Minimum 2 
years fi eld 
experience in 
Agri.Related 
activities, if post 
Graduate other-
wise 3 years

Rs.25,000/-

4.
Computer 
Program-
mer

01 Contractual

(i) B.Tech/MCA for 
Computer Programmer
(ii) Graduate with Post 
Graduate Diploma in 
Computer Applica-
tion or an equivalent 
qualifi cation from a 
recognized or reputed 
institution.

25-35

1 year experi-
ence for B.Tech 
and 1.5 years 
for MCA. 1 year 
experience.

Rs.16,000/-

5. Accountant 01 Contractual Graduate preferably 
B.Com

25& 
above

Minimum 3 
years expe-
rience in the 
Grade Pay of 
Rs.2400/-

Rs.15,000/-

The posts are purely temporary which shall cease to exist on termina  on of funding by the Government of India. Candi-
dates may apply with the following copies of documents. The applicant should submit their applica  on to the Addi  on-
al Secretary (Adm.), FS&ADD, Room No. 306. The applicants who have already submi  ed their applica  ons in response 
to Emp.No  ce No. 443/FS&ADD dated 25.04.2018 need not apply again.

1. Sikkim Subject/C.O.I.
2. Educa  onal Qualifi ca  on Cer  fi cate.
3. Valid Employment Card.
4. Date of Birth Cer  fi cate/Age Cer  fi cate.
5. Experience Cer  fi cate.
6. Resume (with contact No.)

No TA/DA shall be paid for a  ending the interview. Original documents should be produced on date of 
Walk-in-Interview.
Last Date of submission of applica  on – 19.06.2018 (11:00 AM to 4:00 PM).
Date for walk-in-interview on – 22.06.2018 & 23.06.2018 (from 11:00 AM)

Sd/-
R.O. No. 131/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 Addl.Secretary
dt. 9.6.2018 Food Security & Agriculture Development Department

Summit Report
Gangtok, 10 Jun: 
Hamro Sikkim Party to-
day took issue with the 
pay revision proposals 
and procedure decided 
by the State Government 
has demanded that not 
only should the pending 
arrears be released in 
one instalment, but that 
the new pay be made ef-
fective from 01 Jan 2016 
onwards instead of the 
2017 starting point de-
cided for government 
servants here.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
the HSP vice-president 
Tirtha Sharma rejected 
the State Government’s 
plans to release the 
salary arrears in three 
instalments.

“We do not accept this 
proposal as it is not fair on 
the employees who have 
already made plans on 
what they will do with the 

arrears. Getting it in three 
instalments will be mean-
ingless for them. We de-
mand that the government 
release the entire arrear 
amount in one go,” he said.

His fellow vice-pres-
ident of the party, Bhai-
chung Bhutia, also chal-

lenged what his party 
see as an inexcusable 
decision of the State Gov-
ernment to count the pay 
revision only notionally 
from 2016 onwards and 
have it effective from 
2017 instead. 

This was unjust for 

the employees since it 
denied them an entire 
year’s dues in arrears 
and demanded that this 
anomaly be corrected 
forthwith.

He also advised the 
State Government to at-
tempt cost-cutting mea-

sures on some other 
“wasteful” expenses like 
service extensions given 
to favoured government 
of icials on retirement.

The government, he 
added, was also wast-
ing clearly limited funds 
on such excesses as VIP 

escort vehicles for Min-
isters and bank-rolling 
unnecessary projects. 

He also comment-
ed that even though the 
Chief Minister has been 
making claims of sup-
porting sports, the sal-
aries of physical educa-
tion teachers has actually 
been decreased this time.

He also pointed out 
that the salaries of Primary 
Teachers and Police Con-
stables used to be at par 
at one time, over the years, 
while the salary of Prima-
ry Teachers has increased, 
the salary of Police Consta-
bles has remained stuck 
despite the 24-hour nature 
of their jobs.

The party has also 
called on government 
employees to speak up 
against the injustice done 
to them by the Pay Com-
mission and assured that 
HSP would back them in 
this effort.

HSP takes issue with Govt position on pay revision

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 J :

Rotary Club of Gangtok 
South, on Saturday, 

recognized the services of 
three heroes, felicitating 
them for their persistent 
and sel less contributions 
towards preserving the 
culture and heritage of 
the State. The felicitated 
individuals are Kamal La-
michaney, Jorden Lepcha 
and Passang Sherpa.

The felicitation pro-
gramme had Angad 
Prasad Yadav, Comman-
dant, ITBP, Tadong, as 
chief guest and Mr. Kar-
ma Tashi Bhutia, chair-
person, Travel Agent 
Association of Sikkim as 
guest of honour. 

Mr Lamichaney has 
devoted his entire life to 
the ield of Nepali tradi-
tional music and makes 
musical instruments like 

the Madal, Dumphu, Dukit 
Tabala and Nawmati Baaja 
sets. He has opened a shop 
at Tambutar, Chota Sing-
tam, selling these hand-
crafted instruments.

Mr. Lepcha from Dz-
ongu was felicitated for 
his “artistic mastery” of 
traditional bamboo weav-
ing of the Lepcha commu-
nity, while Mr Sherpa has 
been an “active crusader 
for propagation and pres-

ervation of the Sherpa 
community’s rich culture 
and traditions”.

Bhaichung Lepcha, 
president, Rotary Club of 
Gangtok South, proposed 
the welcome address 
while PK Dong present-
ed a brief introduction 
to Rotary Vocational 
Service Awards. The pro-
gramme ended by with a 
vote of thanks by Geeta 
Chettri.

Rotary Club Gangtok South 
honours unsung heroes

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 J : 

A meeting of the press 
& publicity and social 

media wing and youth 
wing of Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha was held at 
Pathing under Rangrang 
Yangang constituency on 
Sunday chaired by SKM 
general secretary, Arun 
Uprety, as chief guest 
accompanied by other 
leaders and workers of 
the party.

An SKM press release 
informs that 72 families 
from SDF, SRM and other 
parties from Niya, Path-
ing, Rangrang and other 
areas joined SKM during 
the programme. 

The release adds that 
SKM spokesperson, Jacob 
Khaling, in his address, al-
leged that due to increas-
ing popularity of SKM 
party, SDF and its leader 
has been leveling baseless 
and fabricated allegations 
and trying to mislead and 

threaten the people. 
He pointed out that 

SKM had received 42% 
of the mandate in the last 
elections and has con-
sistently displayed disci-
pline as the main opposi-
tion party in the State.

Similarly, the SKM 
general secretary ac-
cused the ruling party for 
communal politics, nep-
otism and favouritism. 
He alleged that the State 
government has been in-
volved in corruption and 
“commission system”. 
The programme was also 
addressed by SKM south 
district vice-president, 
Lobzang Bhutia.

The release further 
informs that the meeting 
selected a 22-member 
constituency level com-
mittee led by Tengela 
Bhutia as president. The 
meeting also selected 84 
active youth for different 
responsibilities in the 
party.

SKM meets at 
Pathing, takes in 

new members

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 10 J :  

A sensitisation programme on 
community outreach was or-

ganised by Samdong Kambal GPU, 
East Sikkim, in collaboration with 
Samdong Senior Secondary School 
on 09 June at the school auditorium.

The programme was chaired 
by Zilla member Saraswati Regmi 

and was attended by panchayat 
members, SMC members, teachers 
and students.  

Roshan Rai, PI, Singtam Police 
Station, who was present as a re-
source person for the programme, 
explained the salient features of 
the POCSO Act, addressed drug 
abuse and underlined the role of 
teachers, parents and gram pan-

chayats in bringing awareness 
among the young.

BDO Tintek, Indramani 
Adhikari, in turn, informed about 
rules requiring that only items list-
ed in the trade licenses were sold 
from shops. He also cautioned the 
people to remain on guard against 
anti-social networking, traf icking, 
drug peddling etc.

Community Outreach at Samdong 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 10 J :

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party Sikkim Pradesh 

unit organized a pro-
gramme at Baghey Khola 
booth under West Pen-
dam constituency in East 
Sikkim on Sunday with 
the Sikkim-BJP presi-
dent, DB Chauhan, as 
chief guest accompanied 
by senior leaders and 
workers of the party. 

A BJP press release 
informs that Mr Chauhan 
refuted speculations that 
SDF and BJP were two 
sides of the same coin. 
He stated that SDF was a 

regional party whereas 
BJP was a “world famous” 
political party having its 
government in the Centre. 

He added that there 
were vast differences 
between in the pro-
grammes, policies and 
principles of these two 
parties, contending that 
where SDF was about 
corruption, BJP was to-
tally against any form of 
corruption.

The release adds that 
Mr Chauhan also lashed 
out against the SDF sug-
gesting that BJP was an 
outside party and argued 

BJP continues criticism of 
SDF Govt at Baghey Khola
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Gangtok on 

Monday, 
11 June

Temp: 29°C/16°C
Forecast: Consid-
erable cloudiness, a 
couple of showers.
Sunrise: 04:40 AM
Sunset: 6:30 PM

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

NOTICE
ONLINE REGISTRATION OF STUDENTS FOR ADMISSION 

TO UG COURSE IN SIKKIM GOVERNMENT COLLEGES
Last Date for Registration for admission to UG courses in the following Government 
colleges of Sikkim for the academic year 2018-19 is 10th June 2018, no application 
shall be entertained after the specifi ed date and Last Date for the payment of Fees 
through Online and Offl  ine Mode (uploading of Demand Draft Details) is 12th June 
2018, (In favor of E- collection Account HRDD Payable at Gangtok) no payment shall 
be entertained after the specifi ed date. Students seeking admission in Government 
colleges are directed to apply through website:  www.sgcregistration.com  / www.
rusasikkim.com or through Mobile App.

 (RUSA SIKKIM ADMISSION). 
Sl.no College
1 Sikkim Government College, Tadong
2 Sikkim Government College, Burtuk
3 Sikkim Government Law College, Gangtok
4 Government College, Rhenock, East Sikkim
5 Sikkim Government College, Gyalshing
6 Namchi Government College, Kamrang
7 Sikkim Government Science College, Chakung
8 Arts College, Mangshila
9 Women Arts College Khamdong, East Sikkim
10 Government Vocational College, Dentam
11 Sikkim Government B.Ed College, Soreng

Important dates:
I. Submission of online registration: 29th May – 10th June 2018

II. Last date of submission of Fees: 12th June 2018
III. 1st Merit list generation:  16th   June 2018
IV. 1st Merit list last date of admission     26th June 2018
V. 2nd Merit List generation  1st July 2018

VI. 2nd merit list last date of  admission 5th July 2018
VII. Counselling   9th July to 14th July   

HELPLINE NUMBER: + 91- 8167734520/8001194118 (From 10 am to 7 pm) or 
visit www.rusasikkim.com.
Note: Admission for Sikkim Government B.ed College, Soreng will be notifi ed 
shortly.

Sd/-
Dr. M.P. Kharel

OSD Higher Education (HRDD)

M I S S I N G

Name: Munni
Age: 19 years 
(aprox.)
Complexion: Fair
Missing from: 
Kazitar, Namchi, 
South Sikkim since 
6th June 2018 
(Wednesday)

If seen please 
contact: 9647854249 or nearest police 
station.

ADMISSION NOTICE
Ref.no.:CCCT/Notice/2018/24                    Date: 31.05.2018
Admission applications are invited to fi ll in 3 years AICTE approved Di-
ploma Engineering programs at CCCT, Chisopani (Government Poly-
technic) for the year 2018.
Courses off ered:1. Civil Engineering, 2. Electrical & Electronics En-
gineering, 3. Computer Science & Technology and 4. Electronics & 
Communication Engineering
Eligibility: 1st Year: Class X passedwith Math’s, Science and English as 
subjects. 
2nd Year (Lateral Entry)*: Class XII Science/ Vocational/ITI (2 years) 
passed
For Sikkim COI student:Free Education as announced by Govern-
ment of Sikkim and notifi ed by HRD Department. 
Apply online from 5th to 12th June 2018 at www.sikkimservice.in
Spot-Admission for Non-COI holders with attractive scholarships 
(Upto 90% of tuition fee) for meritorious students. Visit www.ccct.sk-
mpoly.edu.in to register. 
Contact Persons: Admission Coordinator (8116449251), Admission 
Offi  cer (9775884510)

Intercontinental 
Football inal 
to be shown 
on projector 
in Singtam
YOGEN THATAL
S , 10 J :

The Dara Gaon Surak-
sha Samity of ward 

no  02 here is all set to 
screen the inal match of  
the Intercontinental Cup 
between India and Kenya 
scheduled to be played 
tonight, on a giant pro-
jector arranged here. 

The Samity members 
have taken permission 
from the Police for this 
public screening which 
they have received with 
instructions to appoint 
enough volunteers to 
avoid any untoward 
incident.

YOUNG ORCHID OBLITERATES SUMIN FC DEFENCE
G , 10 J : Young Orchid thrashed Sumin Football Club in the ongoing Sikkim Football Association C-Division Football Tour-
nament here at Paljor Stadium on Sunday. Young Orchid dominated the match 10-01. Sikkim Himalayan Sporting Club will next take 
on Kumar Sporting Club in the league on Monday.

G , 10 J  (IPR): The 
Department of Horticilture and 
Cash Crop Development today 
issued Identity Cards to local 
farmers to allow them access 
to facilities available at Kissan 
Bazar here. This is the second 
phase of distribution of identi i-
cation cards. 

Zilla Adhyaksha (East), 
Samsher Rai, handed over the 
identity cards to the farmers 
in the presence of Gangtok 
Mayor Shakti Singh Choud-
hary, Secretary Horticulture 
Khorlo Bhutia, MD SIMFED 
Pawan Awasthy, and senior of-
ficers of the Horticulture De-
partment and SIMFED. 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr 
Rai explained that the opening of 
the Kissan Bazar was an initiative 
of the State Government to help 
farmers of Sikkim improve their 
economic condition by providing 
them ready-made space to sell 
their organic produce. 

He thanked the farmers for 
their enthusiastic support to the 
Organic Mission and also lauded 
the efforts of the Department and 
SIMFED in providing all the nec-

essary support to the farmers. 
The Gangtok Mayor, in turn, 

said that the Identity cards 
would ensure that only local 
farmers are allowed to sell their 
produce in Kissan Bazar. 

He added that this initiative 
would also reinforce the belief 
of the farmers and the people in 
the organic mission of the Gov-
ernment. The Mayor also took 
the opportunity to appeal to the 
people of Gangtok to buy organ-
ic vegetables from the Kissan 
Bazar for their own good health 
and also to encourage the farm-

ing community.
Secretary Horticulture, Mr 

Bhutia, said that the Govern-
ment has dedicated the Kissan 
Bazar to the farmers of Sikkim. 
He said that Kissan Bazars in 
Gangtok and in the districts 
have provided much needed re-
spite to farmers who were ear-
lier struggling for space to sell 
their organic produce. 

He added that this has 
helped remove middlemen and 
given the farmers the freedom 
to market their produce directly. 
He further informed that SIM-

FED has chipped in as a whole-
sale market to ensure that the 
farmers’ produce is sold. 

The Secretary further in-
formed that the Department 
was in the process of standard-
izing the prices of vegetables 
through introduction of ‘Farm 
Gate Price’ at the farm level and 
prices in the retail market, thus 
ensuring uniform pricing and 
putting a check on over-pricing. 

He informed that the Depart-
ment will provide identity cards 
to all the farmers in subsequent 
phases.

Second set of I-cards issued 
to Kissan Bazar farmers

SUMMIT REPORT
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A two-day workshop 
to sensitize ASHAs 

on Ayurveda and Homoe-
opathy was conducted by 
the Sikkim State Ayush 
Society on 07 and 08 
June here at a local hotel. 

The workshop was 
attended by ASHAs 
from different parts of 
the State along with 
staff from Urban Health 
post and Ayush hospital 
which has taken local 
Ayush doctors as re-
source persons.

In the valedictory 
function of the work-
shop, Mission Director, 
National Ayush Mis-
sion, Dr Bimal Kumar 
Rai, congratulated the 
organisers for the pro-
gram and stressed the 
important role ASHA 
workers can play in 
propagating Ayush in 
the community. 

The valedictory func-
tion also included distri-
bution of certi icates to 
participants by the Mis-
sion Director and SPO 
AYUSH Dr Keshree Rai.

Ayurveda
and Homoeopathy 

sensitization 
for ASHAs

that such statements 
could prove dangerous 
for Sikkim and the nation. 

He also accused the 
state government for not 
being able to address is-
sues and problems of the 
people of West Pendam 
constituency. The release 
informs that 29 houses 
from different parties, 
led by Sunita Sunwar and 
Tek Bahadur Rai, joined 
the BJP during the pro-
gramme today.

BJP 
continues 
criticism of 
SDF Govt at 
Baghey...
Contd from pg02

These welfare 
schemes for our students 
have been implemented 
for the bene it of stu-
dents belonging to the 
rural areas and hailing 
from middle class fami-
lies, he said. 

The Chief Minister 
also informed them about 
the recently passed Bill in 
the State Assembly for the 
creation of a National Law 
University in the State, 
stating that these develop-
ments have been decided 
keeping in mind the future 
of the younger generation. 

Focusing his address 
towards the students and 
youth, he urged them to 
use their analytical skills 
to decide what is right 
and wrong and not be 
swayed by negative opin-
ion makers. 

He added that the 
Government has laid 
highest priority on edu-
cation and that an envi-
ronment has been creat-
ed in which the poorest 
of the poor get access 
to quality education. He 
reiterated that Sikkim is 
steadily moving towards 
becoming a 100% liter-
ate state and called upon 
them to work towards 
making the society here 
knowledge-based and 
not caste-based.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary, HRDD, GP Upadha-
ya, congratulated the col-
lege on its achievements 
and gave full assurance 
that HRDD would take 
every possible step to 
help the students. During 
the function the CM was 
also felicitated for having 
become the longest serv-
ing Chief Minister.

Earlier, the welcome 
speech was presented 
by the college Repre-
sentative Council pres-
ident, Nishant Chettri, 
who thanked the CM for 
providing free education 
and presented a list of 
demands on behalf of the 
students. This was fol-
lowed by a speech by the 
Principal of the college, 
Dr Bina Pradhan, who 
presented achievements 
of the college.  The vote 
of thanks was proposed 
by Dr Gita Niroula, HOD, 
Nepali Department.

CM invites 
college...

Contd from pg01

nectivity projects which 
are sustainable and ef i-
cient and which respect 
territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of the coun-
tries,” he said.

India has been se-
verely critical of the BRI, 
the pet project of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, as 
the USD 50 billion China 
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC), which is 
part of the BRI, passes 
through Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK).

India says it cannot 
accept a project that ig-
nores its core concerns 
on sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.

Modi, in presence of 
Xi and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, said In-
dia’s commitment to con-
nectivity projects was 
re lected in its involve-
ment in the Internation-
al North South Corridor 
project, development of 
the Chabahar port and 
Ashgabat agreement.

China had unveiled 
the BRI in 2013 with an 
aim to link Southeast 
Asia, Central Asia, the 
Gulf region, Africa and 
Europe with a network of 
land and sea routes.

However, there has 
been suspicion among 
several countries that the 
main aim of the project is 
to expand China’s in lu-
ence globally.

According to Chinese 
of icials, around 80 coun-
tries and international or-
ganisations have already 

inked pacts with Beijing 
for the ambitious project.

“The Member States 
express appreciation for 
the joint efforts taken 
towards its implemen-
tation, including efforts 
to coordinate the devel-
opment of the Eurasian 
Economic Union and the 
BRI and call for using the 
potential of the regional 
countries, international 
organisations and mul-
tilateral associations to 
create a broad, open, 
mutually bene icial and 
equal partnership in the 
SCO space,” said the dec-
laration on the BRI.

It said the SCO mem-
ber countries pointed 
out the potential of co-
ordinating international, 

regional and national de-
velopment projects and 
strategies for stimulating 
cooperation in the inter-
ests of economic develop-
ment based on the princi-
ples of respect, equality 
and mutual bene it.

In his address, Paki-
stani President Mamnoon 
Hussain whole-heartedly 
supported the BRI, saying 
it was boosting Pakistan’s 
economy.

The International 
North South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC) is a 
7,200-km-long multi-
mode transport project 
for moving freight among 
India, Iran, Afghanistan, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Russia, Central Asia and 
Europe.

India refuses to endorse China’s BRI
Contd from pg01



4 SummitTIMES | 11 June 2018 Opinion

WRITE US: Readers are invited to 
comment on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Stop Ignoring 
Domestic Violence

Too many lives are being left scarred 

Some weeks ago, a woman is alleged to have stabbed 
her husband to death in rural Sikkim. Not all do-

mestic spats lead to violence, and it is even rarer for 
victims of domestic abuse ending up as perpetrators 
of such a violent crime. It is too early in the investiga-
tion to speculate on what instigated this incident, but 
in its own ironic way, it opens the door to speak some 
about a reality which Sikkim continues to ignore. And 
it is not as if the monstrosity of domestic violence does 
not hit home often. In recent years, one may recall, a 
lady was allegedly beaten to death by her husband in 
West Sikkim. Then there was the incident in Gangtok 
not that many years ago when a woman was beaten 
so brutally by her husband through the night that she 
never woke up after falling unconscious. The entire 
neighbourhood had heard her screams, then whim-
pers and then silence, and still no one had intervened. 
The incident with which this piece opened is a rare 
one, not because domestic violence is uncommon in 
Sikkim, but because, in this case, the accused is also a 
woman. There has also been a case of domestic abuse 
leading to suicide [alleged as a murder cover-up by the 
victim’s brother] in one of the more crowded residen-
tial areas of Gangtok. All of these in recent years. 

The case from West Sikkim also included the rare 
case of intervention. The cycle of violence, as per the 
panchayat representative who had iled a police com-
plaint, started around two months before the death 
and had been reported to  the police. Clearly, there 
was time to address the violence before it ended in a 
fatality. It is also safe to assume that in the Gangtok 
incident as well, the fatal beating was not the irst time 
that the wife suffered violence. It is obvious that in all 
cases, neighbours and the elders of the society ignored 
the ugliness by convincing themselves that they had 
no ‘business’ getting involved because it was a ‘family 
matter’. This hesitation to engage occasionally leads to 
a fatality and almost always condemns a victim to con-
tinue suffering in silence… unattended. 

It is time that the government and the people col-
laborated to save women from abusive relationships. 
But domestic violence unfortunately remains blind-
sided in Sikkim’s over-exuberance to claim that wom-
en in Sikkim are empowered and that there is no gen-
der discrimination here. While there can be no deny-
ing that at the government policy initiative level, wom-
en have been empowered in Sikkim, the same cannot 
be said for the social engagement on gender issues. 
While women in Sikkim are not denied opportunities 
or equality at the policy level, the same cannot be said 
about how the society at large responds to gender 
issues and nowhere is it more disturbing than in the 
society’s continuing disregard of women in distress. 
Women who stand up and say enough and seek jus-
tice and rescue might receive it, but that is an engage-
ment with the State. Not all women in distress seek 
out help, their trauma and fear overpowering them. 
But the signs are always obvious and the beatings and 
abuse rarely quiet. At least the immediate neighbours 
and close friends are in the know, and while some 
might even offer comfort and advice, no one steps up 
to lodge an of icial complaint.

This response is not unique to Sikkim and domes-
tic violence is overlooked, even excused and denied 
across the world. But that does not make it accept-
able. It is important that organisations responsible for 
women’s welfare and empowerment reach out wider 
awareness on where people can lodge complaints of 
domestic violence. Complaints, whether from the vic-
tim or anonymous, should fetch immediate response 
and the concerned agencies in turn should have 
trained counselors and access to police assistance to 
reach the victims and rescue them. There are many 
theories on why domestic violence is so common and 
what factors trigger it. One of these explanations looks 
at external factors in the offender’s environment, such 
as family structure, stress and social learning. When 
domestic violence is ignored by everyone even when it 
is obvious, the perpetrator sees it as an endorsement 
and continues with the deviance. By putting in place 
systems which proactively encourage people not to 
ignore this abomination, at least one causative factor 
would have been addressed. Agreed, domestic vio-
lence is too widespread and complicated to offer any 
easy solutions, but a start has to be made somewhere 
and what is suggested above is as a good a place to 
begin as any.

JOSEPH FRANKLIN
theconversation.com

Who is going to die by suicide? 
This terrible mystery of hu-

man behavior takes on particular 
poignance in the wake of suicides 
by high-pro ile and much-beloved 
celebrities Kate Spade and Anthony 
Bourdain. It is only natural that peo-
ple want to know why such tragedies 
occur. Those closest to those who 
take their lives are often tormented, 
wondering if there is something they 
could have – or should have – known 
to prevent their loved one’s suicide.

As a scientist who has focused 
on this question for the past decade, 
I should have a pretty good idea of 
who is and isn’t going to die by sui-
cide. But the sad truth is, I don’t. The 
sadder truth is, neither do any other 
suicide experts, psychiatrists or phy-
sicians. The sum of the research on 
suicide shows that it does not matter 
how long we’ve known someone or 
how much we know about them. In 
my research, my colleagues and I have 
shown that we can only predict who is 
going to die by suicide slightly more 
accurately than random guessing.

THE NEED FOR ANSWERS
The fact that suicide is so hard to 
predict unfortunately took about 50 
years for most scientists to appre-
ciate. About the same time that this 
recognition became widespread a 
few years ago, a new hope emerged: 
a form of arti icial intelligence called 
machine learning. As several research 
groups have demonstrated in recent 
years, machine learning may be able 
to predict who is going to attempt or 
die by suicide with up to 90 percent 
accuracy.

To understand why this is, and 
why we humans won’t ever be able 
to accurately predict suicide on our 
own, one needs to take a step back 
and understand a little more about 
the nature of human cognition, sui-
cide and machine learning.

As humans, we love explanations 
that have two qualities. First, explana-
tions should be simple, meaning that 
they involve one or a small number of 
things. For example, depression is a 
simple explanation for suicide.

Second, explanations should be 
determinate, meaning that there is 
one set explanation that accounts for 
all or most of something. For exam-
ple, the idea that depression causes 
most suicides is a determinate expla-
nation. This simple and determinate 
explanatory style is highly intuitive 
and very ef icient. It’s great for help-
ing us to survive, procreate, and get 

through our days.
But this style of thinking is terri-

ble for helping us understand nature. 
This is because nature is not simple 
and determinate. In recent decades, 
scientists have come to recognize 
that nearly everything – from phys-
ics to biology to human behavior – is 
complex and indeterminate. In other 
words, a very large number of things 
combined in a complex way are need-
ed to explain most things, and there’s 
no set recipe for most physical, bio-
logical or behavioral phenomena.

I know that this latter idea of in-
determinacy is especially counterin-
tuitive, so let me provide a straight-
forward example of it. The math 
equation X plus Y equals 1 is indeter-
minate. As humans, we instinctively 
try to ind one solution to this equa-
tion (e.g., X equals 1, Y equals 0). But 
there is no set recipe for solving this 
equation; there are nearly in inite 
solutions to this equation. Important-
ly, however, this does not mean that 
“anything goes.” There are also near 
in inite values for X and Y that do not 
solve this equation. This indetermi-
nate middle ground between “one 
solution” and “anything goes” is dif i-
cult for most humans to grasp, but it’s 
how much of nature works.

The sum of our scienti ic evidence 
indicates that, just like most oth-
er things in nature, the causes and 
predictors of suicide are complex 
and indeterminate. Hundreds, and 
maybe thousands, of things are rele-
vant to suicide, but nothing predicts 
suicide much more accurately than 
random guessing. For example, de-
pression is often considered to be an 
extremely important predictor of sui-

cide. But about 2 percent of severely 
depressed people eventually die by 
suicide, which is only slightly higher 
than the 1.6 percent of people from 
the general United States population 
who eventually die by suicide. Such a 
pattern is consistent with complexity 
because it suggests that we must put 
a lot of factors together to account for 
suicide.
EMPATHY WILL ALWAYS MATTER

So how should we put all of these 
factors together? One intuitive solu-
tion is to add many of these factors 
together. But even when summing 
hundreds of factors, this doesn’t work 
– prediction is still only slightly more 
accurate than random guessing.

A much better solution would be 
to somehow ind an optimized com-
bination of tens or even hundreds 
of factors. How can we do this? One 
promising answer is machine learn-
ing. In short, machine learning pro-
grams can process a large amount 
of data and learn an optimal com-
bination of factors for a given task. 
For example, most existing machine 
learning studies have used data from 
electronic health records, spanning 
hundreds of factors related to men-
tal health diagnoses, physical health 
problems, medications, demograph-
ics and hospital visit patterns. Re-
sults from several groups in recent 
years have shown that this approach 
can consistently predict future sui-
cide attempts and death with 80-90 
percent accuracy. Multiple groups are 
currently working on applying these 
algorithms to actual clinical practice.

One important thing to keep in 
mind is that there isn’t, and never 
will be, a single algorithm or recipe 

for suicide prediction. This is because 
suicide is indeterminate, much like 
the X plus Y equals 1 equation. There 
are likely near-in inite algorithms 
that could predict suicide with 80-
90 percent accuracy, as a number of 
studies have shown. Research has 
already demonstrated that no partic-
ular factors are necessary for a good 
algorithm, and many different types 
of algorithms can produce accurate 
prediction. But again, this indeter-
minacy also means that there are 
near-in inite bad algorithms, too. 

All of this research shows that 
suicide is unfortunately too com-
plex and indeterminate for humans 
to predict. Neither I nor anyone else 
can accurately predict who is going 
to die by suicide or truly explain why 
a particular person died by suicide 
(this includes the suicide decedents 
themselves). Machine learning can 
do a much better job of approximat-
ing the complexity of suicide, but 
even it falls far short. Although it can 
accurately predict who will eventual-
ly die by suicide, it cannot yet tell us 
when someone will die by suicide. 
This “when” dimension of prediction 
is critical, and we are likely still many 
years away from accounting for it.

In the meantime, what can we 
humans do? While we don’t have the 
ability to know whether someone is 
going to die by suicide or not, we do 
have the ability to be supportive and 
caring. If you believe that someone 
may be struggling, talk with them and 
let them know about resources that 
can help them.

[the writer is Assistant 
professor of Psychology, Flor-

ida State University]

Why predicting suicide is a dif icult
and complex challenge

Two celebrities who committed suicide in the past week- Anthony Bourdain, left, and Kate Spade, right.

KATRINA LEE KOO
theconversation.com

Last month, a Sudanese court sentenced a 
19-year-old woman to death for killing her hus-

band who had repeatedly raped her. The prosecu-
tion of Noura Hussein, forcibly married at the age 
of 16, has triggered global outrage and drawn at-
tention to the millions of girls worldwide who are 
married against their will.

A high-pro ile campaign has been initiated to 
overturn Hussein’s death sentence, with celebrities 
such as Naomi Campbell, Emma Watson, and for-
mer Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard lending 
their support. 

The Sudanese court’s decision to apply the 
death penalty in the case is shocking. However, 
the practice of child forced marriage is putting the 
lives of millions of adolescent girls at risk around 
the world. One in ive girls worldwide is estimated 
to be married before the age of 18, including even 
in parts of the United States.

Not only are these girls often left isolated from 
their families and support networks, they face a 
greater risk of contracting HIV/AIDS and experienc-
ing dangerous complications in childbirth. They are 
also much more likely to experience domestic vio-
lence and be taken out of school. Often, they are mar-
ried to much older men and with limited economic 
opportunities are more likely to live in poverty.

CHILD FORCED MARRIAGE IN SOUTH SUDAN
Rates of child forced marriage are exacerbated by 
con lict and crisis, which have been particularly 
pronounced problems in South Sudan, the nation 
that split from Sudan in 2011 following decades 
of debilitating war. Con lict has continued nearly 
unabated since then, displacing millions of people 
and causing widespread food shortages.

The minimum legal age for marriage in South 

Sudan is 18. This is set out in the transitional con-
stitution and the Child Act of 2008. The minimum 
age limit is much higher than in neighbouring Su-
dan, which allows a girl to marry with a parent’s 
permission at just 10 years of age.

Despite the laws in South Sudan, however, UNICEF 
estimates 52% of girls are married there before their 
18th birthday, the ifth-highest rate of child marriage 
in the world. (In Sudan, the rate is 34%.)

Adolescent pregnancy frequently follows early 
marriage, as well. At 158 births per 1,000 women 
aged 15-19, South Sudan has one of the highest rates 
of adolescent pregnancy in the world. Combined 
with one of the world’s worst maternal mortality 
rates at 789 deaths per 100,000 life births, early 
marriage has dire consequences for adolescent girls.

DRIVERS OF EARLY AND FORCED MARRIAGE
As part of a recent study between Plan Interna-
tional and Monash GPS, we conducted research 
with adolescent girls in South Sudan and in refugee 
camps in northern Uganda. We found that there are 
numerous and overlapping drivers for forced child 
marriage in South Sudan.

The current food crisis and economic downturn 
means that the collection of a bride price makes 
early and forced marriage a viable – yet negative – 
coping mechanism for families. One of our research 
participants, a member of civil society in the cap-
ital, Juba, remarked “with this current situation 
some parents take their girls as assets, which are 
sold expensively, so in most cases most parents sell 
off their daughters for money.”

In Nimule, another noted “Due to the con lict, 
most of the parents are forcing their girls to get 
married so that they can get money to survive in 
this current situation.”

We found family separation increased the risk of 
early and forced marriage. Many adolescent girls who, 

due to the ongoing con lict, are separated from their 
parents and residing with extended family, are far 
more vulnerable to forced marriage. This is primarily 
driven by male relatives such as uncles and cousins.

We also found that once married, girls nearly 
never return to school. One of the adolescent girls 
we interviewed told us: “The future is not good at 
all … many girls will end up getting married as a 
means of survival.”

But forced child marriage cannot be explained 
simply as a transactional arrangement for families 
to secure resources to survive. Its prevalence results 
from an interplay of factors, including entrenched 
gender inequality, harmful gender norms, continued 
con lict and communal violence, and limits on the 
agency and decision-making of adolescent girls, all of 
which conspire to put them at risk.

In some instances, girls actively sought to mit-
igate the threat of forced marriage by engaging in 
small-scale livelihood activities such as collecting 
irewood or selling goods in the market, or showing 

their value to their family and community through 
educational performance and household labour.

EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THE FORCED 
MARRIAGE OF CHILDREN

Putting an end to child forced marriage in South Su-
dan and other countries requires addressing all the 
drivers of this practice, such as poverty and food 
insecurity, limited access to resources, sustainable 
livelihoods and education, and lack of sexual and 
reproductive healthcare.

At the same time, humanitarian actors must 
work with the community to address the lack of 
awareness on the rights of girls and the legal frame-
works in place to uphold them. Waiting until anoth-
er adolescent girl is on trial for murder is too late.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Inter-
national Relations, Monash University]

What’s driving the sky-high child
marriage rates in South Sudan?
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Sikkim State Legal Services Authority
Development Area, Gangtok : Sikkim

Phone: 03592-207753, Fax: 03592-207753

“Message”
Sikkim State Legal Services Authority is organizing National Lok Adalat on Sat-
urday the 14th July, 2018 for the following types of pre-litigation and pending 
cases viz:
PRE-LITIGATION
(i) N.I. Act cases under Section 138;
(ii) Bank Recovery cases;
(iii) Labour disputes cases;
(iv) Electricity and Water Bills (excluding non-compoundable)
(v) Other (Criminal Compoundable).
PENDING IN THE COURTS
(i) Criminal Compoundable Off ence
(ii) N.I. Act cases under section 138;
(iii) Bank Recovery cases;
(iv) MACT cases;
(v) Labour disputes cases;
(vi) Electricity and Water Bills (excluding non-compoundable)
(vii) Matrimonial disputes;
(viii) Land Acquisition cases;
(ix) Service matters relating to pay and allowances and retiral benefi ts;
(x) Revenue cases (pending in District Courts and High Courts only);
(xi) Other civil cases (rent, easmentary rights, injunction suits, specifi c perfor-

mance suits) etc.
Any individual or any department having such matters either pending in Courts/
Tribunals /Departments or in pre-litigation stage may approach directly before 
the Sikkim SLSA, District Lok Adalats or Taluk Adalats for settlement on or be-
fore 30.06.2018 at the following address:
1. Sikkim State Legal Services 

Authority, Development Area, 
Gangtok, East Sikkim  e-mail: sik-
kim_slsa@live.com. Phone No. 
03592-207753.

2. High Court Legal Services Com-
mittee, Development Area, Gang-
tok, East Sikkim. E-mail: sikkim_
slsa@live.com Phone No: 03592-
207753.

3. District Legal Services Authority 
(East), District Court’s Complex, 
Sichey, Gangtok, East Sikkim. 
Phone No. 03592-284462.

4. Taluk Legal Services Committee 
(East), District Court’s Complex, 
Sichey, Gangtok, East Sikkim. 
Phone No. 03592 284131.

5. District Legal Services Authority 
(North), District Court Complex, 
Mangan, North Sikkim. Phone 
No. 03592 234502.

 6. Taluk Legal Services Commit-
tee (North), Court of Civil Judge 
–cum- Judicial Magistrate, 
North Sikkim. Phone No. 03592 
234383/234514.

7. District Legal Services Authority 
(South), District Court’s Complex, 
Namchi, South Sikkim. Phone no. 
03595 264356.

8. Taluk Legal Services Com-
mittee (South), Court of Civil 
Judge-cum-Judicial Magistrate, 
District Court, Namchi, South Sik-
kim. Phone No. 03595 263145.

9. District Legal Services Authority 
(West), District Court Complex, 
Kyongsa, Gyalshing, West Sik-
kim. Phone No. 03595 250061.

10. Taluk Legal services Committee 
(West), Court of Civil Judge-cum- 
Judicial Magistrate, Gyalshing, 
West Sikkim. Phone No. 03595 
250061.

11. Taluk Legal Services Committee 
(North), Court of Civil Judge-cum-Ju-
dicial Magistrate, Chungthang, 
Sub-Division, North Sikkim.

12. Taluk Legal Services Com-
mittee (West), Court of Civil 
Judge-cum-Judicial Magistrate, 
Soreng, Sub-division, West Sikkim.

(Published by Sikkim State Legal Services Authority)
R.O. No. 124/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 7.6.2018

N  D , J  10 (PTI):The rechristening 
of the over 150-year-old Mughalsarai sta-
tion in Uttar Pradesh has been red- lagged 
by historians and heritage experts, some of 
whom feel “erasing a landmark chapter” in 
the evolution of railways in the country will 
lead to “terrible confusion” among travel-
lers.

The Uttar Pradesh government recent-
ly issued a noti ication saying the station, a 
major railway junction in northern India on 
the Delhi-Howrah line, has been renamed 
after RSS ideologue Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, 
with Governor Ram Naik giving his assent. 
This sparked a public outcry.

“History should be respected as it is. 
Mughalsarai was a historic railway station 
and part of childhood memories of millions 
of people. It was a landmark chapter in the 
evolution in the Indian Railways. Its name 
should not have been changed or rechris-
tened after anybody,” lamented noted histo-
rian Irfan Habib.

He said he has fond memories of travel-
ling in trains and looking forward to arrival 
of the station, where the familiar buzz of the 
tea-sellers and food vendors, would ill the 
air amid the background announcement of 
the train having arrived at ‘Mughalsarai’.

“Somehow, the place, will now feel un-
familiar. I will miss it... I feel a part of my 
childhood memories has been robbed,” he 
told PTI.

The historian alleged that for powers 
that may be, irst the British names were a 
problem, and now anything that has a “Mu-
ghal or Islamic identity attached to it” from 
roads to parks.

Kolkata-based photographer and rail-
way enthusiast Rajiv Soni, 65, recalled the 
Delhi Express that he used to catch from 
Calcutta that went via Mughalsarai and the 
“ceramic-made bowl-within-a-bowl” that he 
used to haggle for at the platform when the 
train halted.

“All major trains, go via Mughalsarai. The 
trains were timed so precisely that one would 
reach for breakfast in Patna, lunch in Mugha-
lsarai and tea in Kanpur. The renaming will 
now kill all those romantic memories and 
nostalgia. The renaming was totally unwar-
ranted as Mughalsarai was a very innocuous 
name with no religious identity,” he rued.

It was a landmark, transit point, and 
reference point for going to Benares or 
Mirzapur. The renaming doesn’t make any 
sense, Soni said.

Mughalsarai station was created as part 
of the Delhi-Howrah line laid in the 1860s 
and is one of the busiest railway stations of 
India with a large number of passenger and 
freight trains passing daily through it both 
ways. Its marshalling yard is also the lon-
gest in Asia. Initially part of the East Indian 
Railway (EIR) company, it is now part of the 
East Central Zone (ECR) zone of the Indian 
railways.

Architect and industrial heritage expert 
Moulshri Joshi slammed the renaming of 
the station, which she said, represented the 
“technological achievement” in the trans-
port sector that that “we are proud of”.

“It was built in the 1860s, when railways 
was still evolving and it has this beautiful 
long platform vault and one side has an or-
nate wrought-iron work too on the iron pil-
lars. It is so much part of the public memory, 
more than transport heritage, a part of the 
cultural ethos,” she said.

“This rechristening has nothing but a 
political agenda, and the renaming amounts 
to erasing public memory associated with 
places, landmarks no less. It will also be loss 
of a railway heritage, as the new name will 
disguise so much of history, not to mention 
spawn confusion among people for a long 
period of time,” Joshi said.

The architect, who has worked on proj-
ects to document industrial heritage of the 
country, asked, whether “deliberations and 
consultations” were done with experts and 
the public at large before taking such a 
“sweeping decision”.

Retired senior railway of icer and former 
member of the Railway Board, Subodh Jain, 
said, Mughalsarai station is part of the iconic 

history of railways, and that name is a “very 
integral part” of it.

“The junction has two lines emanating 
on both sides. Roughly 300 trains in total, 
passenger and freight ones, pass through 
in both ways. It has the largest marshalling 
yard in Asia, and therefore it is part of the 
railway heritage. And, heritage must be pro-
tected,” he said.

Vikas Dilawari, a Mumbai-based conser-
vation architect, said the name may have 
been changed but its legacy will endure like 
the famous “VT station of Bombay”.

“History should be left undisturbed and 
untampered. New buildings and new sta-
tions can be built to re lect memorialisation 
of a personality. Old places and names re-
lect the authentic intangible heritage of it,” 

he said.
Dilawari, however said, like the UNESCO 

World Heritage site Victoria Terminus (VT), 
Mughalsarai’s name too will linger on in 
public consciousness if not on paper.

“Old-timers and locals and taxi drivers 
still call it VT, even though it was renamed 
twice, irst to Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus 
(CST) and then Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
Terminus (CSMT),” said Dilwari, who was 
part of the team that had prepared the dos-
sier for VT’s UNESCO bid in 2003.

The Uttar Pradesh government had in 
June last year decided to rename Mughalsa-
rai Junction in Chandauli district after Upad-
hyaya, who was found dead near the station 
in mysterious circumstances in 1968.

Some people may argue, what’s in a 
name, “well there is a lot, when you have 
history and heritage riding on it,” said archi-
tect Joshi.

Mughalsarai renaming loss
of railway heritage, erasure of

public memory: Experts

G , 10 J  (IPR): The 
two-day short-term training pro-
gramme for novice lawyers and 
inal year Law students organised 

by the Sikkim State Legal Service 
Authority concluded at the High 
Court of Sikkim auditorium today.

The concluding day had the 
participation from 12 Novice Law-
yers and 40 inal year law students 
from Sikkim University, Govern-
ment Law College, Burtuk and 
ICFAI University and included an 
interactive session with resource 
persons, Panel Advocates of SSLSA, 
SS Hamal and Zangpo Sherpa and 
was presided over by former Chief 
Justice, High Court of Sikkim, Mr 
Justice Pius C. Kuriakose.

In the irst session, Mr Hamal 

delved on the subjects of exam-
ination of witnesses, cross exam-
ination, re examination etc, while 
in the second session, Mr Sherpa 
conducted a brief session on the 
subjects like securing high rating 
in the minds of judges and fellow 
members of the legal fraternity 
and of icers and staff of court.

Mr. Sherpa urged the partici-
pants to keep updating themselves 
on regular basis since new develop-
ments take place in this fast paced 
world related to law and rules. 

Lastly, an academic quiz on 
subjects of everyday application 
was conducted by the Resource 
Person of the two days training, 
Mr. Justice Pius C.Kuriakose as quiz 
master and KW Bhutia, Registrar, 

High Court of Sikkim, as the  As-
sistant quiz master wherein ques-
tions on various topics like code of 
civil procedure, Indian evidence 
act, code of criminal procedure, In-
dian Penal Code, Transfer of Prop-
erty Act, Constitution of India and 
other statues and well known legal 
maxims were put forth before the 
participants.

Students expressed their grat-
itude towards SSLSA for giving 
them an opportunity to attend the 
training.

The training concluded with 
distribution of prizes to winners of 
the quiz competition, participants 
and vote of thanks was proposed 
by Deputy Secretary of Sikkim 
SLSA, Bikash Sharma.

SSLSA training for novice lawyers
and Law students concludes

S , J  10 (PTI): 
The situation further 
improved in Shillong 
with no incidents of vi-
olence being reported 
during the past 24 hours, 
prompting authorities to 
extend the curfew relax-
ation today.

The capital of Me-
ghalaya has been tense 
since violence broke out 
on May 29 following an 
altercation between Sikh 
residents in the city’s 
Punjabi Lane area and 
Khasi drivers of state-
run buses. More than 10 

people, including police-
men and CRPF person-
nel, were injured in the 
clashes.

The daytime curfew 
has been relaxed for 11 
hours today, from yester-
day nine hours, of icials 
said.

Curfew in the affected 
areas has been relaxed 
from 7 am to 6 pm today, 
East Khasi Hills deputy 
commissioner PS Dkhar 
told PTI.

This decision was 
taken to allow churchgo-
ers in the affected areas 

to attend Sunday ser-
vices, he added.

Dkhar said that the 
decision was taken at a 
review meeting yesterday 
as no incidents of violence 
were reported during the 
curfew relaxation and also 
during the curfew from 
the affected areas.

Night curfew too has 
been relaxed throughout 
the state capital and will 
remain in force from 9 
pm to 5 am.

Though of ices and 
commercial establish-
ments remained closed 

on account of Sunday, 
heavy traf ic was seen on 
the city roads today.

Dkhar added that the 
security deployment in 
the city would continue 
as the government re-
views the situation on a 
daily basis.

Currently, 15 compa-
nies of the Central Armed 
Police Forces (CAPFs), six 
companies of the state 
riot police and two bat-
talions of the state police 
are deployed across the 
city, a senior police of i-
cer said.

Shillong violence: Curfew
relaxation extended as situation

improves further
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Tourism And Civil Aviation Department
Government of Sikkim

Gangtok
NIT NO: 149/TD

Information to the Bidders
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Tourism and 
Civil Aviation Department, Government of Sikkim invites 
bids through E-Procurement system of Government of Sik-
kim vide E procurement Portal www.sikkimtender.gov.in to 
be uploaded on 13.06.2018 for tender of tourism project 
“Development of tourist infrastructure at Phurchachu 
(Tatopani) in South Sikkim” sanctioned under State 
Plan. Tender dates and all relevant documents details will 
be available on the above mentioned website.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (S/W)

R.O. No. 128/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 Tourism and Civil Aviation Department
dt. 9.6.18 Gangtok

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SKILL DEVELOPMENT & 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT INDUSTRIAL TRAINING INSTITUTE

RANGPO, SIKKIM
ITI TRAINING OPPURTUNITY

All three Govt. ITIs in Sikkim – Govt ITI, Rangpo, East Sikkim, Govt ITI, 
Namchi, South Sikkim and Govt. ITI, Gyalshing, West Sikkim are admit-
ting eligible local candidates for Training in categories of Engineering and 
Non-Engineering trades/courses for session 2018-19 & 2018-20 session be-
ginning from August 2018.

The sale of admission form and prospectus w.e.f 11th June 2018 and 
closes on 10th July 2018. Admission will be purely on merit cum reservation 
basis. The Last date of Application submission is on 10th July 2018, the date 
of viva-voce is on 12th July 2018 and Counselling is on 14th July 2018 in 
respective Institute. The interested candidates are requested to collect the 
form and other details to avail the training opportunity from the respective 
Institute.

PRINCIPAL
GOVT. ITI, RANGPO.

For further details candidates may contact to:
9933355108-  Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship Department, Gangtok
8637302209- Principal, Govt. ITI Rangpo.
9832322465- Principal, Govt. ITI, Namchi.

9434409045 - Principal, Govt. ITI Gyalshing.
R.O. No. 121/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 7.6.2018

N  D , J  10 (PTI): A high-level 
meeting will be held in the Home Ministry 
tomorrow to discuss removal of malicious 
content from various social networking sites 
posted by ‘keypad jehadis’, who spew venom 
on the Internet with an intent to create a law 
and order situation by spreading rumours 
or giving communal colour to any event.

The meeting will be chaired by Union 
Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba and attended 
among others by top of icials from the Min-
istry of Electronics and Information Tech-
nology, the Department of Telecommunica-
tions and those from security agencies as 
well as Jammu and Kashmir, of icials said.

They said the meeting with discuss im-
plementation of the provisions of Infor-
mation Technology pertaining to security 
agencies in dealing with the menace which 
includes iling of FIRs, removal of the ma-
licious content at the earliest in coordina-
tion with the service provider and ensuring 
speedy legal proceedings so that it could act 
as a deterrent for others.

The idea behind the crackdown on ‘key-
pad jihadis’ was to ensure that the security 
agencies could concentrate more on nab-
bing or eliminating terrorists with real guns 
rather than those who wage war against the 
state machinery using keypads.

It is a virtual battleground where a 
bloody war is fought, but with words. How-
ever, this has an impact on the young minds, 
of icials opined.

They added that the new battleground 
is far removed from the conventional weap-
onry and ighting zones and new-age jihadis 
use computers and smartphones to wage 
war from just about anywhere in the Val-
ley or outside, well entrenched inside their 
homes or out on the streets, from a nearby 
cafe or even just a convenient roadside.

The social chat groups are active not just 
in Jammu and Kashmir. They are seeing par-
ticipation from youngsters in the national 
capital, the rest of the country and abroad 
as well.

Recently, the Jammu and Kashmir Police 

had registered cases against ive Twitter 
handles and iled complaints with service 
providers against misleading posts on Face-
book and WhatsApp so that necessary ac-
tion is taken at the earliest.

The forthcoming two-month long Amar-
nath Yatra is of immediate concern as they 
apprehend that anyone, while just sitting 
from the con ines of a home, can plant fake 
news in one of the thousand chat groups and 
the entire state can plunge into communal 
violence, the of icials said.

They claimed there have been instances 
when fake pictures of desecration of shrines 
are circulated by a particular community 
and all of sudden there is an outrage when 
no such incident had taken place.

Similarly, in the Valley, false news about 
iring and subsequent killing of civilians was 

circulated in an attempt to create unrest in 
other parts of Kashmir. However, timely ac-
tion saved the day for the police and it was 
ensured that the culprits were booked.

Home Ministry to convene high-level
meeting to check ‘keypad jihadis’

Kumar
Sporting 
draws against 
Ranipool FC
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 10J : 
Kumar Sporting Football 
Club has held Ranipool 
Football Club for a draw 
on Saturday in the ongo-
ing Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation ‘C’ Division Foot-
ball Tournament 2018 
here at Paljor Stadium. 
The contesting match 
inally concluded in 2-2 

draw.
In the other match of 

the day, Dzongri Football 
Club has registered an 
easy victory over Nimtar 
Football Club. Dzongri FC 
thrashed Nimtar 6-0.

L , J  10 (AFP): Lyon 
ended negotiations with Liv-
erpool on Saturday over the 
possible transfer of forward 
Nabil Fekir to the Premier 
League club.

“Nabil Fekir is staying at 
Lyon... pending other propo-
sitions,” said Lyon in a state-
ment, just hours after the 
president of the French foot-
ball federation (FFF) claimed 
Fekir had undergone a Liver-
pool medical.

“The three-way negotia-
tions with Liverpool and Nabil 
Fekir for the transfer of the 
Lyon captain have not succeed-
ed and Lyon have decided to 
end these negotiations tonight 
(Saturday) at 8pm,” added the 

Ligue 1 club in their statement.
The latest development 

in the on-off transfer saga 

came after FFF chief Noel Le 
Graet had earlier said: “Nabil 
Fekir is in the process of being 

transferred.”
That came just a day after 

Lyon branded reports of the 

pending deal as “fake news”.
British and French media 

have been reporting for several 
days that the 24-year-old, who 
is part of France’s World Cup 
squad, was on the verge of join-
ing Liverpool for 60-70 million 
euros (USD 71-82 million).

But on Friday, Lyon re-
leased a statement “categori-
cally” denying the reports.

“The transfer has not been 
done and even less so at this 
price,” Jean-Michel Aulas, the 
Lyon chairman said in a mes-
sage to l’AFP.

Such a sum would top the 
record 53 million euros Lyon 
received for Alexandre La-
cazette’s switch to Arsenal a 
year ago.

Le Graet, speaking in Lyon 
a few hours before France 
played the United States in a 
World Cup warm up game in 
the city, said: “These are nego-
tiations. They can sometimes 
drag along.

“Every time a player is on 
the market, there’s a price; the 
buyer tries to lower the price, 
the seller tries to increase it 
-- it takes time. And even if he 
did not leave, he won’t be dev-
astated,” Le Graet said at the 
opening of an indoor football 
complex in Lyon.

“He’s a lad who loves foot-
ball and likes Lyon, but for the 
moment, quite frankly he is 
only talking about the France 
team.

Lyon cancel dealings with Liverpool over Fekir transfer

K , J  10 
(AFP): Spain laboured 
to a narrow 1-0 victory 
over Tunisia in an un-
derwhelming World Cup 
warm-up in Krasnodar 
on Saturday.

The 2010 champions 
remain unbeaten under 
coach Julen Lopetegui, 
who took over 20 match-
es ago after the Roja’s 
elimination from Euro 
2016 in the last 16 at the 
hands of Italy.

Iago Aspas scored the 
only goal against fellow 
World Cup quali iers Tu-
nisia seven minutes from 
the end.

But Lopetegui’s 
search for a consistent 
centre-forward was 
made no clearer despite 

a solid showing from 
Brazil-born Diego Costa.

The Atletico Madrid 
forward set up Aspas’s 
winner and was a nui-
sance throughout for 
the Africans’ defenders. 
Spain dominated the 
ball but allowed Tuni-

sia some good scoring 
chances.

Spain begin their 
Group B campaign 
against European cham-
pions Portugal on June 
15 while Tunisia face 
England in Group G three 
days later.

Spain fail to impress in 
narrow Tunisia victory

K  L , J  10 (PTI): 
Indian women faced abject hu-
miliation after Bangladesh beat 
the six-time champions by three 
wickets to win their maiden Asia 
Cup trophy here today.

The tournament turned out 
to be the most embarrassing for 
the ‘Women in Blue’ as they lost 
to the minnows twice inside a 
week.

The tournament also raised 
a big question mark about the 
utility of two veterans Mithali 
Raj and Jhulan Goswami in the 
shortest format even as the BCCI 
is forced to carry on with them 
due to lack of credible replace-
ments.

Needing two off the last deliv-
ery of the match, Jahanara Alam 
hit rival skipper Harmanpreet 
Kaur towards deep mid-wicket 
and scampered home for a dou-
ble to chase down a modest tar-
get of 113.

For India, it was Harman-
preet (56 off 42 balls, 2/19) 
and leg-spinner Poonam Yadav 
(4/9), who put up a semblance 
of ight as a below-par batting 
effort once again became their 
undoing.

Bangladesh skipper Salma 
Khatun decided to ield and 
none of the Indian batters save 
Harmapreet (seven boundaries) 
looked comfortable against the 
Bangladesh attack.

Had it not been for Harman-
preet’s innings, India who had 
slumped to 62 for 5, would have 
been shot out for less than 100.

The worst part was the num-
ber of deliveries wasted by the 
top three batters -- Mithali Raj 
(11 off 18 balls), Smriti Mandha-
na (7 off 12) and Deepti Sharma 
(4 off 11 balls).

India barely managed 21 
runs in the Powerplay overs and 
never had the momentum going 
their way.

A lot of credit would got to 

left-arm spinner Nahida Akhtar 
(0/12 in 4 overs), who bottled 
up Mithali, whose T20 batting 
once again came under scanner. 
She was simply unable to get the 
boundaries. Deepti’s inability 
to produce big shots has always 
been a problem and it again be-
came a factor in defeat.

With Veda Krishnamurthy 
(11 off 10 balls) also falling 
cheaply, it became increasingly 
dif icult for Harmanpreet to bat 
freely.

Veteran Rumana Ahmed 
(2/22 in 4 overs) and off-spin-
ner Khadija Tul Kubra (2/23 in 
4 overs) in licted the maximum 
damage.

Chasing a modest total, spin-
ners Poonam and Ekta Bisht 
(0/13 in 4 overs) did try to 
bring India back in the match 
but Jhulan Goswami (0/20 in 2 
overs) was expensive with the 

ball apart from being slow in the 
ield.

Middle-order batswomen 
Nigar Sultana (27 off 24 balls) 
and Rumana Ahmed (23 off 22 
balls) were the ones instrumen-
tal in Bangladesh’s successful 
chase.

Rumana’s only boundary -- 
a drive through extra cover off 
Harmanpreet’s inal over eased 
the pressure even though she 
was run out off the penultimate 
delivery.

CoA member Diana Edul-
ji has been pretty active about 
starting a women’s IPL and the 
irst step was taken with an ex-

hibition match.
However, two defeats inside 

a week against Bangladesh, to 
whom India have never lost in 
either format before this tourna-
ment, indeed is a wake-up call.

While their contribution in 

popularising the women’s game 
is immense, Mithali and Jhulan 
haven’t contributed enough in 
India’s recent T20 campaigns.

While Mithali became the 
irst Indian to complete 2000 

T20 runs, her only decent score 
(97) came against Malaysia as 
she failed twice against Ban-
gladesh apart from low scores 
against Sri Lanka and Pakistan.

Jhulan on the other hand has 
been inconsistent and also her 
slow movements on the ield has 
cost India dearly at times.

Brief Scores:
India 112/9 in 20 overs 

(Harmnpreet Kaur 56 off 42 
balls, Khadija Tul Kubra 2/23, 
Rumana Ahmed 2/22).

Bangladesh 113/7 in 20 
overs (Nigar Sultana 27 off 24 
balls, Rumana Ahmed 23 off 22 
balls, Poonam Yadav 4/9, Har-
manpreet 2/19).

Women’s Asia Cup: Bangladesh 
pip India to win maiden title
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TEAR GAS CANISTER FIRED BY ISRAELI TROOPS HITS PALESTINIAN MAN IN THE FACE, PUT ON LIFE SUPPORT: As thousands of protestors 
assembled along the fence between Gaza and Israel on Friday, a Palestinian man was hit by a tear gas canister in the face which left smoke 

pouring out of his mouth. Israeli troops use tear gas as a ‘non-lethal’ measure against Gaza protestors along the border. But a tear gas canister hit 
Haitham Abu Sabla in the face and got lodged in his cheek as he witnessed Palestinian stone-throwers demonstrating east of Khan Younis town, 
said witnesses. As the 23-year-old was hit, he doubled back and collapsed on the ground. A Gaza hospital representative said that Abu Sabla was 
put on life support after the canister was surgically removed.

Q , J  10 (PTI): The en-
try of India and Pakistan into the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion would bolster its strength, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping said 
today as he welcomed Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Pakistan 
President Mamnoon Hussain to 
the eight-member grouping.

Prime Minister Modi and Pa-
kistan President Hussain attend-
ed the summit for the irst time 
after both countries were were 
admitted as members of the Bei-
jing-based Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) last year.

Xi, also host of the 18th SCO 
summit, in his opening remarks 
said that the presence of Prime 
Minister Modi and Pakistan Presi-
dent Hussain at the meeting here 
in the east Chinese port city was 
“of great historic signi icance.”

“The SCO enjoys strong vitality 
and momentum of cooperation, Xi 
said, attributing the organisation’s 
standing to the Shanghai Spirit. He 
called for the pursuit of common, 
comprehensive, cooperative and 
sustainable security.

“We should reject the Cold War 
mentality and confrontation be-
tween blocs and oppose the prac-
tices of seeking absolute security 
of oneself at the expense of the se-

curity of other countries, so as to 
achieve security of all,” he said.

He said countries should work 
for promoting open and inclusive 
cooperation for win-win outcomes.

“We should reject self-centered, 
short-sighted and closed-door pol-
icies. We should uphold WTO rules 

and support the multilateral trad-
ing system so as to build an open 
world economy,” Xi said amidst a 
looming trade war between China 
and the United States over tariffs.

Later, addressing a press con-
ference at the conclusion of the 
summit, the Chinese President 

said the SCO members will uphold 
the authority and ef icacy of WTO 
rules, strengthen an open, inclu-
sive, transparent, non-discrimina-
tory and rules-based multilateral 
trading regime, and oppose trade 
protectionism of any form.

“We point out that economic 

globalization and regional integra-
tion are the compelling trend of 
our times,” Xi said.

He said all parties will continue 
to work in line with the principle 
of mutual bene it to improve re-
gional economic cooperation ar-
rangements, deepen cooperation 
in business, investment, inance, 
connectivity and agriculture, ad-
vance trade and investment facil-
itation to deliver bene its to the 
people and add fresh impetus to 
global growth.

“We have agreed to abide by 
the goals and principles of the SCO 
Charter, carry forward the Shang-
hai Spirit of mutual trust, mutual 
bene it, equality, consultation, re-
spect for diversity of civilisations 
and pursuit of common develop-
ment,” he said.

The SCO members have agreed 
to jointly pursue regional peace, 
stability and development by pro-
moting good-neighborliness and 
friendship and deepening practical 
cooperation, Xi said.

Earlier, in his address, Xi called 
for adhering to extensive consulta-
tion, joint contribution and shared 
bene its in global governance, 
steadily reforming and improv-
ing the global governance system, 
and pushing all countries to jointly 

build a community with a shared 
future for humanity.

The SCO member states need 
to actively implement the 2019-
2021 programme of cooperation 
for combating terrorism, sepa-
ratism and extremism, he said. 
Member nations should enhance 
cooperation on defence security, 
law enforcement security and in-
formation security, Xi said.

Xi said that the SCO members 
need to build a powerful engine to 
achieve common development.

China will set up a 30-bil-
lion-yuan (USD 4.7 billion) equiv-
alent special lending facility with-
in the framework of the SCO In-
ter-bank Consortium, Xi said.

The SCO has eight mem-
ber countries which represents 
around 42 per cent of the world’s 
population and 20 per cent of the 
global GDP.

Besides Prime Minister Modi 
and President Xi, other leaders 
attending the summit include Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin and 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani.

The SCO was founded at a sum-
mit in Shanghai in 2001 by the 
presidents of Russia, China, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan. India and Paki-
stan became its members last year.

Entry of India and Pakistan to bolster SCO’s strength: President Xi

Q  (C ), J  
10 (PTI): Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani to-
day slammed the Trump 
administration for uni-
laterally dumping the 
Iran nuclear deal while 
complimented China, 
Russia and Europe for 
trying to protect it.

In an address at the 
annual summit of the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation, Rouhani 
said the US has been 
trying to impose its pol-
icies on others countries 
which was a kind of 
warning for all the major 
powers.

“The US unilateral-
ism was not good for 
the world. We have the 
recent example of US 
unilateralism and its de-
iance of the internation-

al community when the 
US pulled out from the 
JCPOA,” he said.

In his address, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
also made a veiled dig 
at the US for withdraw-
ing from the deal, noting 

that China was willing 
to work with Russia and 
other countries to pro-
tect the deal.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin too 
sounded critical of the 
US decision, saying the 
move may destabilise the 
Gulf region.

Iran had struck the 
JCPOA (Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action) 
deal with the US, the UK, 
Russia, China, France and 
Germany after years of 
negotiations.

US President Donald 
Trump last month an-
nounced that the US was 
withdrawing from the 
Iran nuclear deal signed 
by the Obama administra-
tion in 2015 under which 
Tehran had agreed to 
limit its nuclear activities 
and allow in internation-
al inspectors in return 
for the lifting of crippling 
economic sanctions.

Several European 
countries as well as Chi-
na and Russia have been 
trying to save the deal.

Iranian Prez slams US 
for withdrawing from 

Iran nuclear deal

S , J  10 (PTI): Less than six 
months ago US President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
traded insults, launted their military 
might and threatened each other with 
nuclear annihilation. Now things seems 
to have changed dramatically with the 
two leaders ready to meet.

When they inally come face to face 
at a specially prepared hotel conference 
room on the island resort of Sentosa 
here on Tuesday, it will be the irst time 
a North Korean leader has met a sitting 
US president.

Trump hopes the landmark talks 
will kick-start a process that eventually 
see Kim give up his nuclear weapons in 
an irreversible manner that can be ver-
i ied internationally.

The two leaders have had an ex-
traordinary up-and-down relationship 
over the past 18 months.

Trump, 71, had called Kim “Little 
Rocket Man” and threatened to unleash 
“ ire and fury like the world has never 
seen” on North Korea as it conducted 
several ballistic missile tests in de i-
ance of international warnings.

In return, Kim, said to be in his 
mid-thirtees, called Trump “mentally 
deranged” and a “dotard”.

North Korea also threatened to 
strike Guam, an American territory in 
the Paci ic Ocean. The North Korean 
leadership, including Vice Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Choe Son Hui has also 
taunted Washington, calling Vice Pres-

ident Mike Pence a “political dummy.”
In March, Trump surprised the 

world by accepting an invitation from 
Kim to meet in person.

But last month, Trump abruptly 
cancelled the Singapore summit, citing 
the “tremendous anger and open hos-
tility” by Pyongyang. However, he took 
a U-turn soon and said the White House 
was proceeding with the preparations 
for the summit.

Ahead of his much-anticipated 
meeting with Kim, the US President 
sounded optimistic and said the meet-
ing would be a “one-time shot” at peace.

“I feel that Kim Jong Un wants to do 
something great for his people,” Trump 
said. “And he has that opportunity, and 
he won’t have that opportunity again.”

Calling his trip “a mission of peace,” 
he said the meeting as a rare opportuni-

ty for Kim and said the US was going in 
with a positive outlook.

At the same time, Trump said there 
was a “good chance” the meeting would 
not work out and claimed he would 
know almost immediately after the 
start of talks how the situation would 
progress.

“I think within the irst minute I’ll 
know,” Trump said.

Trump said at the least, he hoped the 
meeting would start a dialogue and a di-
rect understanding between himself and 
the reclusive leader of North Korea.

“At a minimum, I do believe, at least 
we’ll have met each other,” Trump said, 
adding later that “hopefully, we will 
have liked each other.”

While en route to Singapore, Trump 
said he looked forward to meeting Kim 
on what he anticipated would be an ex-

citing day.
“I am on my way to Singapore where 

we have a chance to achieve a truly 
wonderful result for North Korea and 
the World,” Trump wrote in a pair of 
tweets.

“It will certainly be an exciting day 
and I know that Kim Jong-un will work 
very hard to do something that has 
rarely been done before ... Create peace 
and great prosperity for his land. I look 
forward to meeting him and have a feel-
ing that this one-time opportunity will 
not be wasted!”

But experts say the negotiating 
positions of the two sides remain un-
changed, and it is unclear whether this 
unprecedented encounter will yield 
anything substantive.

They said questions remain over 
Kim’s willingness to fully abandon his 
nuclear programme, dismantle weap-
ons and allow independent experts in 
to verify and inspect every site in the 
country that might be involved.

There is also the question of what 
will become of North Korea’s short and 
medium-range ballistic missiles, which 
has been a great concern for North Ko-
rea’s neighbours, including Japan.

Meanwhile, quoting sources, CNN 
reported that US of icials have estab-
lished a contingency plan for a poten-
tial second day of discussions between 
Trump and Kim depending on the di-
rection of their planned meeting on 
Tuesday.

After trading insults, launting N-weapons,
Trump and Kim ready for talks
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ARIES: You may feel a bit anx-
ious today, Aries, and it may be 
hard to settle down. You proba-
bly have many irons in the fi re 
right now, and they’re all start-
ing to heat up at once. Unfor-
tunately, other people may not 
be especially sensitive to your 
needs, so beware. It might be 
best to put up some sort of psy-
chic shield to protect yourself 
from other people’s moods.   
TAURUS: Your heart should 
feel quite generous today, Tau-
rus. You’re most likely feel-
ing the need to keep everyone 
smiling. Spread your radiant 
sunshine everywhere - it will be 
appreciated on a day like this. 
You can’t go wrong with com-
pliments and positive encour-

agement. Focus on the good in 
all people and you will fi nd that 
this attitude helps bring out the 
best in you.
GEMINI: You may feel the 
urge to get up and go today, 
Gemini. Follow this instinct and 
get to work. You’re anxious to 
get the ball rolling on certain 
projects. The key for you now is 
to make sure that the ones that 
are already started get done be-
fore you tackle the others. Don’t 
let people stand in the way of 
your progress. Grab hold of the 
reins if you need to.  
CANCER: You may fi nd that 
there is some opposition from 
other people today, Cancer, es-
pecially concerning emotions. 
You may feel threatened in 

some way. An aggressive atti-
tude could be making you feel 
inferior or unworthy of certain 
attention. Wanting peace, jus-
tice, and harmony doesn’t make 
you wimpy or inferior, as some 
people may suggest. These 
qualities are your strengths, not 
your weaknesses.  
LEO: You’re terrifi c at follow-
ing through with projects, Leo, 
but perhaps not so great at start-
ing them. Today is the perfect 
time for you to prove this theory 
wrong. There’s a great deal of 
force out there to help you boost 
your rocket off  the launching 
pad. Take advantage of this en-
ergy and get to work on things 
you’ve been meaning to start 
but haven’t gotten around to yet.  

VIRGO: Your self-esteem is 
apt to be quite high today, Virgo, 
and you may feel an extra bit of 
fi re helping you throughout the 
day. Take the lead on projects 
that seem to be going nowhere. 
If you want the job done right, 
you may have to do it yourself. 
Don’t be shy. This is the time to 
stand up and make use of your 
talent and skills.  
LIBRA: There may be a bit 
of tension and confl ict in your 
world today, Libra. Be prepared 
for mild contention that could 
turn into an all-out war if you 
aren’t careful. Don’t take things 
too personally. Think of these 
disputes as challenges that will 
only make you stronger when 
you overcome them. Don’t get 

disgruntled or evasive. Running 
away won’t do any good.  
SCORPIO: There may be 
tension in your heart today 
that could be diffi  cult to shake, 
Scorpio. You might fi nd it hard 
to relate to people or that others 
aren’t hearing you very well. 
Keep in mind that you may 
have to translate your thoughts 
in order to get your message 
across. Keep an open mind as 
you deal with others on a one-
to-one basis. 
SAGITTARIUS: Try not to 
be impatient today, Sagittarius. 
This could be one day in which 
you feel restless, and every-
thing seems to take much longer 
than you’d like. Try your best 
to go with the fl ow. Don’t get 

so wrapped up in making sure 
things happen by a certain time. 
Quality is more important than 
speed, and a peaceful mind is 
more effi  cient and productive 
than a stressed one.  
CAPRICORN: To fi ght or not 
to fi ght may be the question of 
the day, Capricorn. Your sensi-
tive, feminine side is likely to 
say one thing while your mascu-
line, combative side says anoth-
er. The key is to not act hastily 
in any situation. Make sure you 
proceed from a neutral platform 
instead of reacting from a point 
of aggression caused by some-
one else.      
AQUARIUS: Be careful that 
you don’t put your foot in your 
mouth today, Aquarius. You 

may have a tendency to jump 
the gun, so be conscious of how 
you use your energy. A false 
start is likely to get you disqual-
ifi ed. Orient yourself to your 
surroundings before you make 
any major upheaval. It’s import-
ant to have a good, solid footing 
on the day before you proceed.  
PISCES: This could be a high-
ly productive day for you if you 
approach it in the right way. You 
will fi nd that you have an added 
burst of energy that could help 
you conquer just about any task 
you set your mind to, Pisces. 
You may feel more aggressive 
than usual, so use this to your 
advantage by delegating tasks 
and moving forward on projects 
that you’d like to see done.

SHOW OFF! But who won’t after a 40-Pound weight 
loss? yler Baltierra is showing that hard work makes 
for hard abs! The Teen Mom OG star hit up social media 
to highlight what a difference six months has made.

JUSTIN RAO
M , J  10 (PTI): Pankaj Tripathi’s 
journey of becoming a ilmstar mirrors a 
Bollywood movie there’s drama, dreams, 
rejection and hope and despite the fame 
he has earned, the actor holds all of this 
close to him to remain humble.

Tripathi made leeting appearances in 
several ilms before gaining prominence 
with Anurag Kashyap’s “Gangs of Wassey-
pur” in 2012.

Today, Tripathi has a lot on his plate - 
he has a ilm running in the theatres, “Kaa-
la”, and has big projects like “Super 30” 
with Hrithik Roshan, Dharma Production’s 
“Drive”, Rajkummar Rao’s “Streee” and re-
make of the web series “Criminal Justice”, 
among others in the pipeline.

“There was a time when I used to keep 
my phone at a spot in my house where the 
possibility of good network was the stron-
gest, so that I don’t miss any call.

“I used to wait for phone calls from 
casting directors and ADs (assistant di-
rectors), but days used to pass without my 
phone ringing,” Tripathi says, reminiscing 
his early days of struggle for a toehold in 
Bollywood.

“Today, the situation is such that I can-
not answer many calls. But I’m the same 
actor who struggled in Mumbai and wait-
ed for my phone to ring. I am still a villager 
who fell in love with acting,” he adds.

In an interview with PTI, Tripathi 
charts his life story, how a farmer’s son 
born in Bihar’s Belsand village made 

his way to becoming one of the most 
sought-after actors currently in Bolly-
wood.

As a child growing up in the tiny vil-
lage, Tripathi was part of two-three “am-
ateur level plays” where he would play a 
girl and was far removed from the world 
of acting.

He moved for higher studies to Patna, 
where his life eventually took a turn.

In Class 12, he saw the play ‘Andha 
Kuan’ where the performance of the actor 
Pranita Jaiswal moved him to tears. Trip-
athi took such a liking to theatre, he used 
to cycle his way to watch all stage perfor-
mances held in Patna, religiously, from 
1994-95.

By 1996, he found himself on the other 
side - he was no more the audience, he be-

came the artiste.
“I used to work in a hotel kitchen at 

night and do theatre in the morning. After 
inishing my night shift - I did it for two 

years - I used to come back and sleep for 
ive hours and then do theatre from 2-7 

pm and then again hotel work from 11-7 
in the morning.”

Then Tripathi began to look for places 
where he could be trained as an actor for 
free - as his father would have never giv-
en money for acting - and found out about 
the Delhi- based National School of Drama 
(NSD), where the basic requirement for 
enrolment was graduation.

“So now I thought I have to be a gradu-
ate if I want to continue acting. After 12th, 
I stopped studying and had done hotel 
management training. So I enrolled myself 

to a college again, completed my gradua-
tion in Hindi literature while doing night 
shift and also plays in the day,” he says.

In college, he joined the Akhil Bhara-
tiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), the BJP’s 
campus wing, and was jailed for a week for 
taking part in a student’s movement.

The small jail barrack opened up an 
entirely different world for Tripathi.

“You don’t have anything to do in jail. 
No meeting, no cooking, not doing any-
thing. You are completely alone. When a 
man is extremely lonely, he starts discov-
ering himself. I met myself in those seven 
days.

“When I started reading Hindi litera-
ture, I realised how alienated I was to this 
world. That completely changed me,” he 
says.

When he inished his course at the NSD 
in 2004, where actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui 
was his senior by eight years, he made his 
way to Mumbai on October 16 that year 
with Rs 46,000 in his pocket, but a lot of 
dreams in his eyes.

By December 25, however, he had only 
Rs 10 left with him.

“I remember the date because it was 
my wife’s birthday and I didn’t even have 
the money to buy a cake or a gift. When 
people like me come to this city, after the-
atre training and life experiences, they al-
ways remember important dates.”

Tripathi says his irst 10 years in the 
industry were solely driven by a will to 
survive. While he was part of several well-

known ilms such as “Run”, “Apharan” and 
“Omkara”, success eluded him.

“I wanted to earn just enough to pay 
rent. I didn’t come here to become a star. 
I was clear that I wanted to act and run a 
family. I knew I can survive in the Hindi 
cinema through acting.

“So I was waiting, always, with every 
ilm to show what I am capable of. Survival 

is important, art is secondary. If you aren’t 
alive, how can you create art? I was con-
stantly polishing my craft.”

After eight years of doing small roles, 
opportunity inally knocked his doors with 
“Gangs of Wasseypur”, which changed the 
actor’s life.

The gangster-drama gave Tripathi the 
much-needed credibility as an actor and 
from then on, he has been part of ilms 
such as “Fukrey”, “Nil Battey Sannata” and 
“Bareilly Ki Bar i”.

The 41-year-old actor had nine releas-
es last year, of which he bagged a special 
mention at the National Film Awards for 
his performance in “Newton”.

“With the ilms I am offered today, I’m 
satis ied, in the sense that from the last 
two months, I have been choosing really 
good scripts. But I’m still searching for 
that one script which would truly amaze 
me, challenge me.

“It will take time and I’ll get what I 
want. I am an actor here but my approach 
is still that of a farmer. I’ve sowed the 
seeds, now I’m waiting for the plant to 
grow. I’m in no rush,” he says.

From jail cell, hotel kitchen to big screen: Story of Pankaj Tripathi

Simon Pegg 
confi rms 
plans to direct 
his fi rst fi lm
L , J  10 (PTI): Si-
mon Pegg is planning to 
make his feature directorial 
debut and the actor says it 
will “hopefully” happen by 
the end of the year.

In an interview with Em-
pire magazine, the 48-year-
old actor-writer shared his 
plans for his maiden direct-
ing gig which he might start 
shooting in November.

“My directorial debut... 
Will hopefully be shooting 
by the end of this year,” Pegg 
said.

“(Nira Park) sent me a 
script last year and said, ‘This 
might be your irst ilm.’ I 
read it and said, ‘I think you 
might be right.’ Sure enough, 
that’s what we’re gearing up 
to do in November,” he added.

Pegg will be next seen 
in Tom Cruise’s “Mission: 
Impossible - Fallout”, which 
also stars Rebecca Ferguson, 
Ving Rhames, Michelle 
Monaghan, Alec Baldwin, and 
Sean Harris.

L  A , J  10 (PTI): 
Antonio Banderas revealed 
veteran actor Anthony Hop-
kins once gave him a pep 
talk to help him prepare for a 
scene in “The Mask of Zorro”.

During the “Couch 
Sur ing” on People TV, the 
57-year-old actor, who cur-
rently plays Pablo Picasso 
on National Geographic’s 
“Genius” series, recalled his 
experience of working with 
Hopkins on the ilm.

Banderas said there was 
a day when he was struggling 
with his lines and Hopkins, 
80, noticed it.

“He said, ‘Come with me’. 
There was a big mirror. ‘What 
do you see?’ he asked me,” he 
recalled. Banderas answered 
“Me”. He said, however, Hop-
kins saw someone else in the 

mirror.
“He said, ‘No, you see 

Zorro. You don’t have to do 
anything. Just walk, man. 
Just say the lines. Just throw 
them away. You’re Zorro’,” he 
remembered the Hollywood 
veteran as saying.

“(Piece of) advices like 

that from a man who knows, 
practically knows, everything 
was great. It was a great 
time,” Banderas added.

Directed by Martin 
Campbell, “The Mask of Zor-
ro” also featured Catherine 
Zeta-Jones and released in 
1998.

Antonio Banderas shares
advice Anthony Hopkins gave 

him during ‘Mask of Zorro’

Emma Nelson to star in 
Richard Linklater’s next
Los Angeles, Jun 10 (PTI): Newcomer Emma Nelson has 
been cast in Richard Linklater’s upcoming comedy-drama 
“Where’d You Go, Bernadette”.

Nelson joins Cate Blanchett, Kristen Wiig, Billy Crudup, 
Laurence Fishburne and Judy Greer in the ilm, which has 
been written by Linklater.

She will play the role of Bee, the daughter of Blanchett’s 
character Bernadette.

The actor was selected from 500 people who auditioned 
for the role, Deadline reported.

The ilm, based on Maria Semple’s novel, follows Berna-
dette Fox (Blanchett), an architect-turned-recluse who goes 
missing prior to a family vacation.

Megan Ellison of Annapurna Pictures is producing along 
with Color Force Productions’ Nina Jacobson and Brad 
Simpson.


