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REBYNA RANA
G , 19 A :

The second edition of the Ma-
hendra Karki Memorial Invi-

tational Football Tournament or-
ganised by Sikkim Boys FC kicked 
off at Paljor Stadium here today 
with Member of Parliament [Rajya 
Sabha], Hishey Lachungpa, declar-
ing the tournament open. 

In the irst match, Sikkim Po-
lice defeated Renzong FC 6-0. 

Tomorrow, State Sports Acade-
my is scheduled to take on Kumar 
Sporting at 02 p.m. 

The organising committee has 
invited teams from Darjeeling, 
Kurseong, Kalimpong and Siliguri 
along with clubs from Sikkim. Alto-
gether, 12 teams are participating 

in the tournament
The irst edition of the tourna-

ment was held in May last year at 
Paljor Stadium with Sikkim Aakra-
man Football Club lifting the inau-
gural edition. 

From Sikkim, SDFA (Namchi), 
Sikkim Police, Renzong FC, Sikkim 
Aakraman FC, Gangtok Himalayan 
Sporting Club, Boys Club Gangtok, 
United Sikkim FC, State Sports 
Academy and Kumar Sporting are 
participating in the event.  

United Kurseong FC, Apex FC 
Kalimpong and United Brothers 
Kalimpong are the teams from 
outside the State competing in the 
tournament.

The tournament is organized 
in the memory of footballer 

Late Mahendra Karki whom Sik-
kim lost too young and who has 
many colleagues in the Sikkim 
Boys FC.

A resident of Gangtok, Mahen-
dra was killed in a car accident in 
Gangtok in 2011 at the age of 31. 
He was a popular footballer hav-
ing played as right-back for many 
local clubs and also for the State 
team in regional and national 
tournaments. He was also a mem-
ber of the State football team that 
reached the quarter inal round of 
Santosh Trophy at New Delhi in 
2004, the best performance of Sik-
kim till date.

The inal match of the tourna-
ment is scheduled to be played on 
30 Apr at Paljor Stadium. 

MAHENDRA KARKI MEMORIAL INVITATIONAL FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT KICKS OFF 

Sikkim Police drown Renzong FC 6-0 in irst match

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 19 A :

Gandhar Music Acad-
emy has announced 

plans to conduct a day-
long workshop on In-
dian classical music on 
29 Apr here at its cen-
tre at Sisha Golai with 
renowned pakhawaji, 
Nishant Singh, as the re-
source person.  

Gandhar Music Acad-
emy was established by 
Pawan Rai of Gangtok 
last month. The acade-
my has been af iliated 
to Pracheen Kala Ken-
dra, Chandigarh, with 
centers in Gangtok and 
Namchi. Pawan Rai did 
his masters in Indian 
Classical music from 
Visva Bharati, Shanti Ni-
ketan, Kolkata.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
he informed that Gand-
har Music Academy is 
the irst Guru-Sikshya 

Parampara based acade-
my in the State. 

“After working for 
two years with my part-
ner, Manoj Rai, at Reeyaz 
Sangeetalaya in the State, 
I decided to start my own 
academy,” he informed. 

He mentioned that 
the main objective of the 
academy was to provide 
training in Indian clas-
sical and western classi-

cal music to the younger 
generation of the State. 

“We want to engage 
our youth in productive 
and creative pursuits 
through music,” he said.

Speaking about the 
workshop, Mr Rai men-
tioned that the workshop 
will be the irst event of 
Gandhar Music Academy 
in the State. 

“The workshop will 

have the renowned pa-
khawaji Nishant Singh 
who will offer a work-
shop on tabla, madal and 
pakhawaj. The workshop 
will explain the relation-
ship between folk and 
Indian classical music,” 
he said. 

Around 50 partici-
pants are expected to at-
tend the workshop.

Mr Rai stated that the 

academy will continue 
with such events in the 
future as well. The work-
shop has Rs 100 as regis-
tration fee.

The logo of the acad-
emy was also released 
during the press confer-
ence. The academy pres-
ently has more than 30 
students at the Namchi 
centre and 18 in its Gang-
tok centre. 

Gandhar Music Academy to conduct 
workshop on Indian classical music

K , A  19 (PTI): 
Lawyers’ associations at 
the Calcutta High Court 
today set a record of the 
longest strike in its his-
tory by extending their 
ceasework, making it a 
over two month long ag-
itation, over demands of 
appointment of judges.

Compounding the 
plight of thousands of 
litigants, the Bar Associ-
ation took a resolution to 
extend the ceasework till 
April 25 on the ground 
that the authorities con-
cerned have not appoint-
ed any new judge or a 
permanent chief justice 
to the high court despite 
the two-month long agi-
tation.

The high court at 
present has 33 judges, 
even as the sanctioned 
strength is of 72 judges.

High Court Bar Asso-
ciation president Uttam 

Majumdar said with no 
tangible results despite 
the agitation, the cease-
work had to be extended 
by another week.

“With this extension, 
this will become the lon-
gest strike in the histo-
ry of the Calcutta High 
Court,” he said.

The lawyers’ as-
sociations began the 
ceasework demanding 
appointment of judges 
from February 19 and 
has been extended sever-
al times.

The previous longest 
strike was of 2 months in 
2002 in protest against 
hike in stamp duty by 
the West Bengal govern-
ment. It was observed 
across all courts in the 
state including Calcutta 
High Court.

After today’s resolu-
tion, the extended peri-
od would cross the two-

Calcutta HC
lawyers set record 

of longest strike

Cuba marks 
end of an 
era as Castro 
hands over to 
Diaz-Canel
H , A  19 (AFP): 
Cuba marked the end of 
an era today as Miguel 
Diaz-Canel was formally 
elected as the country’s 
new president, succeed-
ing Raul Castro and be-
coming the irst non-Cas-
tro to lead the island in 
six decades.

The silver-haired Di-
az-Canel -- a top Com-
munist Party igure who 
has served as irst vice 
president since 2013 -- is 
the island’s irst leader 
born after the 1959 rev-
olution. Diaz-Canel was 
elected in a landmark 
vote of the National As-
sembly a day before his 
58th birthday.

The chamber erupted 
into applause as the re-
sults were read out, with 
many of the delegates 
smiling, and shaking 
hands warmly with Cas-
tro and Diaz-Canel.

As Diaz-Canel walked 
to the front of the cham-
ber, he high- ived the 
front line of delegates, 
embracing Castro as he 
took to the stage, images 
broadcast on state televi-
sion showed.

Then the 86-year-old 
Castro raised his succes-
sor’s arm in the air in 
victory, prompting an-
other wave of applause 
from the delegates -- 
some were in their shirt 
sleeves, while others 
wore military fatigues.

Between them, fa-
ther of the nation Fidel 
and his younger brother 
Raul made the Caribbe-
an island a key player in 
the Cold War and helped 
keep communism a loat 
despite the collapse of 
the Soviet Union.

SU STUDENTS DEMAND JUSTICE FOR KATHUA RAPE VICTIM
GANGTOK, 19 A :  A candle light vigil was organized by students of Sikkim University demanding justice for Kathua rape victim. 
Students walked from Cauveri Girls Hostel in 5th Mile to Sikkim University Library in 6th Mile raising slogans demanding justice for 
the 8-year-old rape victim, this evening. turn to pg03

SAGAR CHETTRI/
NIRMAL MANGAR
GANGTOK, 19 A : 

Students of Sikkim 
University pen down 

strike to protest the ab-
normal delay in the con-
struction of the univer-
sity campus at Yangang. 
Around 3000 students 
staged the protest in 
front of their respective 
departments questioning 
the SU authorities on the 
delay. 

The ‘Mission Cam-
pus’ pen-down protest 
led by Sikkim Universi-
ty Student’s Association 
[SUSA] had the partici-
pation of SUSA executive 
members and students 
from all 32 departments 
of the university.

SUSA president, Lalit 

Pokhrel Sharma said that 
even after eleven years of 
its establishment, Sikkim 
University still does not 
have a proper campus. 

The students have 
to pay extra taxi fare to 
visit library from their 
respective classes, there 
is not enough space for 
classrooms, play ield, 
proper labs, exam centre, 

etc, said the Treasurer of 
SUSA, Govinda Chettri.

 “The main aim of the 
pen-down protest is to 
ensure that future gener-
ations do not suffer like 
us,” said Lalit.

“The Finance Com-
mittee of the University 
is not able to hold a meet-
ing as two of its members 

SU students
launch pen-down protest

‘Mission Campus’

TWO PROTESTS THAT BOOKEND 
THE DAM JOURNEY IN SIKKIM

SpecialFocus  Pg05
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 A :

Sikkim Rural Livelihood Mission, 
under the Rural Management 

and Development Department, 
conducted a daylong workshop 
on bank credit linkage to Self Help 
Groups for bank managers of all 
banks with branches in Sikkim on 
19 Apr, a press release informs.

The program was chaired by 
RMDD Commissioner, Dr P. Sent-
hil Kumar, and was attended by all 
the banks dealing with Self Help 
Groups in Sikkim including Tadong, 
Chungthang, Rangpo, Mangan, Ra-
nipool, Pakyong, Dikchu, Deora-

li, Makha, Phodong and Gangtok 
branches of State Bank of India, 
Pakyong, Singtam, Tadong, Gangtok 
and Mangan branches of  Sikkim 
State Cooperative Bank, Singtam 
and Gangtok branches of Central 
Bank of India, Singtam branch of 
UCO Bank,  Gangtok branch of Indi-
an Overseas Bank, Gangtok branch 
of Bank of India and Ranipool 
branch of Syndicate Bank. 

In addition, Assistant General 
Manager, Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), Chief Manager of SBI, AGM 
of SISCO Bank, State Project Man-
ager, Project Managers, Block Proj-
ect Managers and Deputy Project 

Managers with other State Rural 
Livelihood Mission (SRLM) staff 
members attended the program. 

National resource persons 
provided inputs on bank credit 
linkage to SHGs and explained the 
SHG interest subvention and the 
process to avail them by the banks. 

The of icials also explained the 
importance of bank credit to Self 
Help Groups in sustaining and im-
proving livelihood of SHG members 
through the mission. Salient features 
of the National Rural Livelihood Mis-
sion [NRLM] efforts and safeguards 
facilitating the bank credits were 
also explained, informs the release. 

G , 19 A  [PIB]: 
Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research-Na-
tional Organic Farm-
ing Research Institute 
(ICAR-NOFRI), Tadong 
today wrapped up its 
15-day long refresher 
training programme on 
‘Organic Production of 
Horticultural Crops in 
Sikkim’ for the of icials 
of Horticulture and Cash 
Crop Development De-
partment, Government 
of Sikkim. 

The programme 
which had kicked off on 
04 Apr was organized to 
educate horticulture de-
partment of icials on the 
latest organic production 
technologies and rapid 
transfer of ICAR-NOFRI 
technologies to the grass 
root level. 

16 horticultural func-
tionaries from all the four 
districts of Sikkim partic-
ipated in the refresher 
training program. The 
program was sponsored 
by Horticulture and Cash 
Crop Development De-
partment under Mission 
for Integrated Devel-
opment of Horticulture 
scheme.

During the 15-day 
training period, trainees 

were detailed with ‘Con-
cept of physico-chemi-
cal and microbiological 
properties of soil and it’s 
health’; ‘Organic nutrient 
management’; ‘Organic 
farming production stan-
dards’ and ‘organic agro-
nomic practices of major 
ield crops’; ‘Organic pro-

duction technologies of 
fruits especially Sikkim 
mandarin, kiwifruit and 
guava’; ‘Intensive organ-
ic vegetable production 
techniques under low 
cost plastic tunnels and 
rain shelters’; Organic 
production of red cherry 
pepper, ginger and tur-
meric’; ‘Organic large car-
damom production and 
role of agro-forestry sys-
tems in organic farming’; 
‘Organic pest and disease 

management in major 
crops of Sikkim’; ‘Nutri-
ent de iciency symptoms 
in vegetables’; ‘Nursery 
raising techniques in or-
ganic crop production’; 
Importance of traditional 
horticultural crops in or-
ganic production system’; 
Postharvest management 
of horticultural crops’; 
‘Commercial lower pro-
duction under organic 
management’; ‘Backyard 
poultry and goat pro-
duction and their role in 
organic farming’; ‘Dairy 
cattle management tech-
niques and their role in 
organic farming’; ‘Organ-
ic pig production tech-
niques’; ‘Mechanization 
in horticultural crop pro-
duction’; ‘Mushroom pro-
duction techniques’; etc. 

Hands on experience 
and practical demon-
strations were also car-
ried out for mushroom 
production technology, 
ve r m i n - c o m p o s t i n g , 
plant propagation tech-
niques, hand pollination 
techniques of kiwifruit, 
preparations of bio-pes-
ticides and bio-fungi-
cides solutions etc. 

During the train-
ing period, the partic-
ipants also visited the 
ICAR-NOFRI Research 
Farm and were briefed 
about the ongoing re-
search and development 
activities. During ield 
visits, trainees were also 
taken to ICAR-NOFRI 
adopted model villages 
Nandok and Tympem in 
East Sikkim. 

SRLM conducts workshop on
bank credit linkage 

15-day organic training for 
horti of icials wraps up

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 A :

A disaster manage-
ment and prepared-

ness programme was 
conducted at Lingi Paiy-
ong Secondary School to-
day by National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF), 
Namchi, a press release 
informs.

16 NDRF members, 
led by Sub Inspectors 
[NDRF, Kolkata], Bhan-

war Singh and Malaran 
Jat, demonstrated var-
ious emergency rescue 
operations in case of any 
natural disasters. 

Students and villag-
ers took active part in 
the demonstration and 
acquired hands-on prac-
tice to handle emergen-
cy situations. The team 
also displayed their tools 
and equipment used in 
rescue and search oper-

ations during natural or 
manmade calamities. 

The programme was 
attended by teachers, 
students, panchayats and 
public of Lingmoo Paiy-
ong GPU. 

The programme was 
conducted as a part of 
District Administration’s 
Adopted Village [DAAV] 
initiative started 
by South District 
Administration.

Disaster management and preparedness
prog at Lingi Paiyong School

YOGEN THATAL

Singtam, 19 Apr:
Krypton Arts Society of Singtam 

[KASS] completed its irst phase of 
painting drive at Lower Tanak Primary 
School on 15 Apr.

KASS had previously announced to 
conduct a painting drive at three Gov-
ernment Schools in and around Singtam. 

The second leg of the drive will see 
KASS artists at Bardang Secondary 
School in East Sikkim.

“On behalf of the school faculty and 
the students of Lower Tanak Primary 
School, we would like to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to the KASS team for 
their contribution,” School Headmaster, 
Mahesh Dahal said. 

KASS completes phase-1 of
school painting drive, school

says Thank You

SMRITA KHAWAS 
S , 19 A :

Formation of a new 
political party, Sik-

kim Yuva Shakti Front, 
was announced by party 
president, Suman Rai, at 
a press conference in Sili-
guri today. 

Mr Rai informed that 
the party is formed to 
‘raise all the Sikkimese 
people who have been 
socially, economically 
and politically dominat-
ed and deceived with real 
democracy’. 

He added that the 
party aims to develop the 
Sikkimese society and 
use the creativity and 
knowledge of the youth 
to build a corruption-free 
State.   

He further mentioned 

that the objectives of the 
party have been made 
keeping in mind the 
problems faced by Sik-

kimese people.  
“Sikkim Yuva Shakti 

Morcha has been estab-
lished for peace, prosperi-

ty, happiness and sustain-
able development of Sik-
kim and all the Sikkimese 
people,” Mr Rai said.

Sikkim Yuva Shakti Morcha launched

Veggie ban 
has caused 
scarcity and 
smuggling, 
BJP alleges
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 A :

Bharatiya Janta Par-
ty’s Sikkim unit, in 

a press release issued 
today, has said that the 
State Government’s deci-
sion to ban non-organic 
vegetables in the State 
has resulted in vegetable 
scarcity and smuggling. 

The party has de-
manded that the State 
Government take re-
sponsibility of the results 
and immediately address 
the problem being faced 
by the people.

The release goes on 
to allege that organic 
farming in Sikkim is lim-
ited to social media and 
publicity.  BJP-Sikkim has 
demanded for proper 
soil testing and provision 
of better market-support 
to farmers engaged in or-
ganic farming. 

Raul has been in power since 
2006, when he took over after ill-
ness sidelined Fidel, who seized 
power in the revolution.

Diaz-Canel, who has spent 
years climbing the party ranks, 
was named the sole candidate for 
the presidency yesterday.

Today’s symbolic vote took 
place on the anniversary of the 
1961 Bay of Pigs invasion, when 
Fidel’s forces defeated 1,400 US-
backed rebels seeking to over-
throw him.

Havana has long hailed the 
showdown as American imperi-
alism’s irst great defeat in Latin 
America.

Diaz-Canel, who some say 
bears a passing resemblance to 

American actor Richard Gere, is a 
fan of The Beatles whose penchant 
for wearing jeans has set him apart 
in Havana’s corridors of power.

Although he has advocated 
fewer restrictions on the press and 
a greater openness to the internet, 
he also has a ruthless streak, with 
harsh words for Cuba’s dissidents 
and the United States.

Crucially, he will remain under 
the watchful eye of Castro, who 
will continue to serve as the head 
of Cuba’s all-powerful Communist 
Party.

Once sworn in, Diaz-Canel will 
be tasked with pursuing reforms 
begun by Castro to open up Cuba’s 
economy to small private entre-
preneurs and reach a rapproche-
ment with its Cold War arch-ene-

my, the United States.
In 2015, Havana and Wash-

ington renewed diplomatic ties, 
with then president Barack Obama 
making a historic visit to the island 
a year later.

But, steps towards a normal-
ization of ties have been severe-
ly curtailed since Donald Trump 
arrived in the White House last 
year.

Diaz-Canel will also inherit a 
youthful population hungry for 
change on the Caribbean island -- 
one of the world’s last outposts of 
Communism since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union.

Cuba watchers and domestic 
analysts say he will favour conti-
nuity over change in the early days 
of his presidency, however.

Cuba marks end of an era as Castro hands...
Contd from pg01

month mark.
Majumdar said the 

decision will be reviewed 
by the association mem-
bers on April 26.

The Bar Library Club 
also extended the cease-
work in solidarity by an-
other week.

Meanwhile, thou-
sands of litigants, many of 
whom have urgent cases 
before the high court, are 
at their wit’s end with no 
solution to the present 
impasse in sight.

A few petitioners are 
appearing in person to 
plead their cases, but 
most litigants are unable 
to plead their matters 
owing to legal intricacies 
and complex laws and 
their interpretations.

Apart from the liti-
gants, hundreds of peo-
ple indirectly associated 
with the high court for 
their livelihood are also 
suffering owing to the 
long ceasework. From 
typists and photocopi-
ers to food vendors and 
tea sellers - many people 
are inding it dif icult to 
make ends meet.

Calcutta HC 
lawyers set...

W , A  19 (PTI): 
US President Donald Trump has 
expressed optimism about his 
planned summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un, but said he’d 
be willing to walk out if the meeting 
fails to meet his expectation.

Trump said he will be meeting 
with Kim Jong-un in the coming 
weeks to discuss the de-nucleari-
sation of the Korean Peninsula.

“If we don’t think it’s going to 
be successful.. we won’t have it. We 
won’t have it. If I think it’s a meet-

ing that is not going to be fruitful, 
we are not going to go,” Trump told 
reporters during a joint news con-
ference with Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe at Mar-a-Lago in 
Florida. 

“If the meeting, when I’m there 
is not fruitful, I will respectfully 
leave the meeting and will contin-
ue what we are doing or whatever 
it is that we’ll continue, but some-
thing will happen,” Trump said a 
day after he told reporters that he 
is likely to meet Kim Jong-un in 

June or before that.
Of icials from the two countries 

are looking at ive different venues 
for the meeting. None of them are 
in the US.

“Hopefully, that meeting will be 
a great success and we’re looking 
forward to it,” Trump said, adding 
that it would be tremendous for 
the world if the meeting went well.

Trump expressed hope that 
the Korean Peninsula could live 
together “in safety, prosperity, and 

Will walk out if meeting with Kim
doesn’t go well: Trump

turn to pg03
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Gangtok on 
Friday, 
20 Apr

Temp: 24°C /12°C
Forecast: Mainly 
cloudy with a cou-
ple of showers and 
a thunderstorm.
Sunrise: 05:07 AM
Sunset: 6:03 PM

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR KIND MORNING DEAR WORTHY DEAR FALCON EVENING
Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:20 DrawDate on:19/04/18 Draw No:20 DrawDate on:19/04/18 Draw No:38 DrawDate on:19/04/18
1st Prize Rs.26.03 Lakhs/- 78B 68307 1st Prize Rs.26.03 Lakhs/- 76D 94758 1st Prize Rs.26.03 Lakhs/- 81J 25493

Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 68307 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 94758 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 25493 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
00258 15518 22421 39724 52962 02998 07223 19509 24164 47561 08579 32013 34551 46505 47473
64206 73517 90690 97342 97538 54709 68718 71308 82585 88305 48678 49213 74785 85879 97458
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0684 2655 3456 3644 4482 5007 6391 8592 9199 9829 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2142 2882 4638 5061 5465 5720 5845 6316 8504 9989 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0550 1472 1891 3471 3910 6022 6888 7277 7938 9216
4th Prize Rs.250/- 2315 2624 3130 4462 4709 4775 5082 6240 7842 9928 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0386 0536 1319 1353 3152 4645 5947 7865 8140 8588 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1862 2072 2087 2580 5720 7705 8126 8568 9389 9813
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0016 0034 0273 0357 0412 0501 0580 0778 0883 0937 0090 0093 0108 0163 0168 0170 0244 0252 0332 0434 0070 0106 0181 0418 0669 0894 0974 1013 1180 1267
1123 1129 1147 1340 1408 1409 1479 1506 1638 1711 0440 0448 0492 0517 0537 0584 0607 0701 0714 0911 1289 1425 1582 1613 1632 1638 1799 1830 2009 2026
1750 1823 2016 2040 2235 2270 2371 2450 2506 2573 1092 1251 1561 1593 1707 1814 1827 1846 1874 1899 2109 2133 2164 2237 2353 2398 2466 2533 2740 2773
2724 2811 2915 3125 3193 3531 3584 3616 3689 3927 1941 2090 2143 2183 2350 2408 2555 2589 2737 2853 2775 3039 3171 3219 3320 3478 3694 3892 4065 4132
3953 4129 4259 4470 4501 4544 4577 4796 4970 5031 2869 3149 3205 3242 3282 3375 3639 3737 3758 3807 4264 4298 4547 4612 4630 4638 4767 5007 5129 5135
5149 5197 5257 5697 5809 5813 5821 5884 6168 6226 3924 4157 4161 4175 4285 4671 4912 5086 5422 5508 5193 5347 5357 5426 5699 5716 5816 5876 6131 6140
6260 6271 6283 6296 6433 6450 6820 6904 7168 7209 5623 5653 6068 6115 6130 6804 6897 6931 7022 7101 6169 6294 6320 6323 6713 6748 6783 6784 6898 6922
7260 7264 7402 7548 7552 7717 7760 7780 7874 8246 7245 7562 7585 7632 7654 7665 7692 7767 7966 7995 6995 7025 7097 7165 7167 7250 7574 7648 7711 7798
8267 8295 8393 8480 8557 8655 8658 8782 8867 9013 8124 8161 8163 8205 8233 8437 8443 8641 8693 8776 7947 7964 8055 8137 8152 8360 8388 8635 8714 8797
9021 9085 9170 9226 9427 9508 9586 9605 9731 9921 8827 8886 8896 9023 9158 9210 9433 9458 9502 9774 8811 9177 9203 9438 9460 9502 9799 9801 9806 9911

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 19 A :
International Human 
Rights Council, Sikkim 
Chapter, has been con-
ferred the Dr. Dadasa-
heb Ambedkar Nobel 
Award and a gold medal 
at a function of the Inter-
national Human Rights 
Council, India, held at 
Mumbai recently.

The award was pre-
sented to IHRC-Sikkim 
Chapter president, Robin 
Gurung, as IHRC-India’s 
recognition of the organ-
isation’s humanitarian 
efforts and contributions 

towards the society.
Three active mem-

bers from the Sikkim 
Chapter, Hook Tshering 
Bhutia, Passang Nuri 
Sherpa, Sonam Sher-
pa were also felicitated 
during the function.

Hook Tshering Bhu-
tia is the North Sikkim 
convener of the Council 
while Passang Nuri Sher-
pa and Sonam Sherpa are 
the conveners of West 
Sikkim and East Sikkim 
respectively. 

The council will be 
starting a membership 
drive soon, it is informed.

IHRC-Sikkim Chapter 
conferred Dr. Dadasaheb 
Ambedkar Nobel Award

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DERBY MEET THURSDAY

Draw No:13 DrawDate on:19/04/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 93A 9538
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are currently out of sta-
tion. What kind of system 
is this? The Finance Com-
mittee has an important 
role in the University’s 
affairs. We shall carry out 
the protest in a phase-
wise manner until our 
cry for the completion of 
the permanent campus is 
not heard,” said Govinda. 

The University is 
currently running out of 
rented accommodation 
spread across Gangtok. 
The permanent campus 
is coming up at Yangang 
village in East Sikkim cov-
ering almost 340 acres. 

The students said 
they will submit a memo-
randum to the Vice Chan-
cellor on Friday.

“The demand of the 
students is legitimate; 
the university has rent-
ed almost forty buildings 
the rent of which comes 
to nearly Rs 6 crore an-
nually. Everyone is facing 
problems in the Univer-
sity,” said the Acting Vice 
Chancellor, Jyoti Prakash 
Tamang. 

He further added, 
“We are pursuing the 

matter at all the forums 
in the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development 
Department, UGC. Also 
a letter has been sub-
mitted to the Minister of 
State MHRD Dr Satyap-
al Singh in January this 
year.”

The University has 
so far received only Rs 
110 crore under the irst 
phase of construction 
which includes academic 
building, administrative 
building and hostel. The 
total estimated fund for 
the project is around Rs 
1640 crore. 

“As far as the Finance 
Committee is concerned 
we do face problems 
with the absence of the 
two members however 
the campus construction 
does not fall under the 
purview of Finance Com-
mittee,” said Mr Tamang.

SUSA has also con-
demned the press 
statement of BJP state 
president, DB Chauhan, 
published in some local 
papers on 17 April and 
urged political parties 
not to intervene in the 
university’s matter.

Political parties in the 
State are now trying to 
make this issue political, 
said SUSA general secre-
tary, Sonam Dorjee Bhu-
tia. While strongly con-
demning such attempts 
by political parties, he 
clari ied that students do 
not want any help from 
any political party. 

“We would also like to 
make it clear that SUSA is 
not against the univer-
sity. Our sole concern 
is ‘Mission Campus’ for 
the bene it of future stu-
dents. We will not wait 
for another 10-15 years,” 
he said.

Likewise, SUSA aca-
demic secretary, Dawa 
Sherpa said, “We demand 
a written statement from 
the university authori-
ties. Classes have been 
suspended in the univer-
sity today and on Friday 
as well.”  He informed 
that students will con-
duct an inde inite strike 
at the Administrative 
Block and classes will 
also be suspended until 
a written statement is re-
ceived from the universi-
ty authority.

SU students launch pen-down protest...
Contd from pg01

L , A  19 (IPR): Health 
Minister Arjun Kumar Ghatani 
visited Lingmoo Primary Health 
Sub Centre in South Sikkim to-
day and took stock on the medi-
cal facilities, including quality of 
medicines, available there and 
applauded the cleanliness main-
tained in the PHSC and around 
its complex

The Minister was accom-
panied by Advisor, Commerce 
& Industries Department, Ku-
mari Mangar, Panchayat Pres-
ident Kolthang Tokdey Gram 
Panchayat Unit Anil Nepal, 
Vice President Leela Chettri 
and others.

The Minister informed peo-
ple there about the financial 

support of Rs 3000 to TB pa-
tients for nutrition declared by 
the Chief Minister and urged 
health workers and pancha-
yats  to work collectively with 
strong determination  to elim-
inate TB from Sikkim by the 
year 2022.

He also suggested that a 
massive awareness drive be 

undertaken among girls aged 9 
to 14 years about the HPV vac-
cination drive to be launched in 
the state after a few months as a 
preventive measure against cer-
vical cancer.

He also assured to address 
the demands of the area and 
suggested that these be put up 
through the gram sabha.

Health Minister inspects Lingmoo
PHSC, returns impressed

Sikkim 
Helping 
Hands to hold 
candlelight 
vigil to protest 
Kathua rape
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 A : 
Sikkim Helping Hands, 
a Gangtok-based NGO, 
has announced plans to 
organize a candlelight 
vigil to protest the grue-
some rape and murder of 
an eight year old girl at 
Kathua in Jammu. 

Addressing a press 
conference, Thuckchuk 
Lachungpa, Sikkim Help-
ing Hands president, 
said, “The incident has 
left the while nation 
shocked and appalled. 

It is something which 
cannot be condemned in 
words alone. We appeal 
to the people to come 
and join the vigil so that 
a uni ied voice is raised 
against such incidents.”

The candlelight vigil 
will be held on 21 April 
at Titanic Park in Gang-
tok from 5pm onwards.
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SUMMIT REPORT
K , 19 A

In order to revive the 
old glory of Kalimpong 

Arts and Crafts, Kalim-
pong-based social or-
ganization, Mani Trust, 
has taken the initiative 
under the Pahal of Em-
ployment opportunity 
for sustainability liveli-
hood in collaboration of 
West Bengal Khadi and 
Village Industry Board 
and opened Kalimpong 

Crafts training center 
in different parts of the 
Hills here.

Thus far, 15 such cen-
ters have been inaugu-
rated in the Darjeeling 
Hills and today, the 16th 
such center was inaugu-
rated at Pedong.

This centre is differ-
ent from rest in that it is 
the irst carpet weaving 
centre.

The idea behind the 
project is to make wom-

en self-reliant through i-
nancially independence. 
The Centre was inaugu-
rated in the presence of 
Subash M Singh, Chair-
person of Mani Trust.

Here, around 40 
trainees with be taught 
carpet weaving by two 
specialist teachers 
brought in from Nepal. 
The women will also be 
provided a stipend of 
Rs 3,000 per month for 
three month. 

Kalimpong Craft 
Training center inaugurated

at Pedong

peace” following a series 
of meetings between 
North Korea and South 
Korea.

“This is the destiny of 
the Korean people, who 
deserve and have gone 
through so much over 
the years. We hope it all 
works it and we’ll be try-
ing very hard,” he added.

Trump said the re-
lease of three American 
prisoners in North Korea 
would be among the top-
ics of his discussion with 
Kim.

The US president pat 
himself on the back over 
North Korea and said 
his administration had 
achieved what his prede-
cessors couldn’t.

“..for many years they 
have been talking to 
North Korea and noth-
ing has happened. This 
should have been taken 
care of by past adminis-
trations when they were 
not nearly so far along. 
But we put unbelievably 
powerful sanctions on, 
and many other things,” 
said Trump.

Will walk out if meeting with Kim...
Contd from pg02

B , A  19 
(PTI): Endangered Olive 
Ridley turtles took to the 
Rushikulya rookery on 
the Odisha coast to nest 
for the second time this 
season even as hatchlings 
emerging from the eggs 
laid in the irst phase are 
heading towards the sea 
which is unusual, forest 
of icials said.

The last time this 
twice-a-year nesting hap-
pened was in 2011, Asish 
Kumar Behera, divisional 
forest of icer (DFO) of 
Berhampur, said.

Around 5,000 Olive 
Rridley turtles crawled up 
to the beach from Gokha-
rakuda to Podampet and 
around 500 of them laid 
eggs yesterday.

“We are expecting 
more turtles to lay eggs 
in this phase,” Behera 
said.

Olive Ridley turtles 
had also laid eggs for a 
second time in the same 
rookery in 2006 and 
2011, he said.

But in the earlier 
cases, the second phase 
of nesting had occurred 
when the eggs from the 
irst phase were still in 

the pits dug for them, he 
said.

This time, it has be-
gun while hatchlings are 
heading towards the sea.

“It is a good sign. Sci-
entists must study this 
phenomenon,” the DFO 
said.

Professor Vibhash 
Pandav of the Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII) 
in Dehradun said, “While 
two phases of nesting are 
not unusual, what is in-
teresting is that the tur-
tles turned up this year 
after a gap.

Olive Ridley turtles 
begin nesting for 2nd 

time at Rushikulya



4 SummitTIMES | 20 April 2018 Opinion

Necessary Gesture towards
Inclusiveness

The more diverse the schools, the 
more harmonious the future

News-watchers would have noticed frequent re-
portage about parental awareness programmes 

on Inclusive Education and Training at government 
schools across the State. Some years ago, in 2014, 
the State Government launched the Sikkim Grant of 
Scholarship to Students with Disabilities Scheme. This 
scheme, as its name suggests, aimed at addressing the 
special needs and requirements of the disabled in ac-
cessing even routine services like education. These are 
welcome moves, especially in a society where disabil-
ity and special needs have traditionally attracted only 
sympathy at the most, rarely empathy, and most often 
pity, scorn and even ridicule.

The scholarship initiative also complemented the 
monthly monetary aid extended to persons with dis-
abilities, and already in place commitments like Special 
Olympics Bharat. What will be interesting now will be to 
take an update on how the scholarship is delivering and 
what the Special Olympics scheme has delivered by way 
of con idence and visibility to the differently-abled. The 
concerned agencies should check whether the scholar-
ships and monthly monetary stipend were even released 
in time, and whether they were substantial enough to 
have been effective enough aids. This follow-up is neces-
sary because now the State is taking these gestures to the 
next level with a focused approach to the inclusive edu-
cation initiative. An update on how previous efforts have 
delivered on ground will go a long way towards ensuring 
that the commitment to inclusive education is not just 
another funds-driven commitment – something which 
will lose priority when funds runs dry. 

What is also important to bear in mind is that even 
if the previous schemes have not delivered well, there 
is still hope for them. A policy initiative is a permanent 
commitment and slackness among babus is a condi-
tion that can be corrected with the right delegation 
and staf ing. But for that, a “performance audit” is re-
quired irst. Since one speaks of an unrepresented and 
extensively under-represented section of the society 
when one speaks of children with special needs, the 
performance audit should be undertaken at the earli-
est and necessary course-corrections undertaken.

The inclusive education effort is also welcome 
because until this initiative came along, education 
of children with special needs did not fall under the 
purview of the Human Resource Development Depart-
ment and was left under the charge of Social Justice 
Department. While there can be no denying the fact 
that the affairs of children with special needs is a so-
cial justice commitment, the overlap when it came to 
education, did not serve anyone’s interests too well. 
It is also an accepted fact that such a clear separation 
of the education of children with special needs from 
the learning of other children, also reinforced the of-
fensive stereotypes which othered these children and 
caused their shunting away. The inclusive education 
initiative, which aims to make education, well, inclu-
sive, and classrooms open and accessible to all, is thus 
a necessary and welcome gesture. 

That does not however make it an easy task, which 
is where training and sensitization become so import-
ant. Teachers, parents and school managing commit-
tees need to be groomed well and with more nuance 
than government trainings are normally capable of 
delivering. One hopes that the trainings undertaken 
across Sikkim on this topic were conducted and man-
aged well, and not with the tokenism that government 
functions invariably settle for.

Returning to the importance of the gesture, the ini-
tiative reassures one that the State Government, having 
recognised the presence of this section of the society 
once again, has realised the moral obligation towards 
ensuring better care and access for them. Emboldened, 
one hopes that more initiatives will follow from more 
sections of the society. This is a big step forward in a 
State where such children were, till not so long ago, hid-
den away at home and their presence ignored by the 
society at large. Things changed with the setting up of 
the Spastic Society, and the diligence of its volunteers 
helped in educating not just the special children, but 
also those responsible for their care. There have been 
wider undertakings like the Special Olympics Bharat 
and other such efforts but these have been less consis-
tent than would have been desirable. Sadly also, there 
has been very little societal involvement in the work 
and engagements of groups like the Spastics Society or 
even the much older “Blind School” in Namchi. Their 
circles are still limited to the volunteers, the staff, the 
special children and their families. The lay people make, 
at most, only guest appearances on special occasions 
and that is a tokenism that everyone can do without. 
It is for this reason that the government’s continuing 
initiatives, irrespective of how lavish the outlay or how 
effective the of icial follow-up, is so welcome. With the 
society at large refusing to get involved in the care or 
rights of persons with disabilities, the State’s direct in-
volvement should help make up for the gap between 
what this special section deserves and what it gets. Such 
gestures also open the doors for those involved in their 
care to pursue and achieve the many more measures 
that need to be taken to guarantee the special people a 
life of self-respect and dignity.

ANBAR JAYADI
theconversation.com

In March, a young refugee 
leeing war-torn Afghani-

stan hanged himself in Med-
an, Indonesia.

The 22-year-old Hazara, 
an ethnic minority in Afghan-
istan, was not the only refu-
gee in transit in Indonesia 
who has committed suicide 
this past year.

A group of refugee schol-
ars reported that the of ice 
of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) counted 14,337 
asylum seekers and refugees 
in Indonesia in June 2017.

For refugees waiting to 
be resettled in a third coun-
try, they face a soul-crushing 
malady: idleness. They have 
nothing much to do other 
than waiting.

Indonesia is not a signatory to 
the 1951 Refugee Convention. The 
UNHCR provides support for refu-
gees in Indonesia. But the support 
is limited. In June 2017, there were 
more than 5,700 asylum seekers and 
refugees who have to fend for them-
selves, without being able to earn any 
income.

Early this month, the Australian As-
sociated Press released a photo essay 
on the lives of Somali refugee wom-
en. Having escaped atrocities in their 
home country, they face hunger, pover-
ty and homelessness in Indonesia.

In December 2016, Indonesia 
issued a regulation on how govern-
ment agencies should handle refu-
gees arriving in Indonesia. The pres-
idential decree inally acknowledges 
that asylum seekers and refugees are 
people in need of protection.

But the regulation does not ad-
dress the increasingly problematic 
situation in Indonesia. Asylum seek-
ers and refugees are still excluded 
from Indonesia’s legal realm, result-
ing in them living in deprivation.
EXCLUDED AND WITHOUT RIGHTS
The political philosopher Hannah Ar-
endt introduced the concept “a right to 
have rights” in The Origins of Totalitar-
ianism. She wrote that this right means

…to live in a framework where 

one is judged by one’s actions and 
opinions.

Legal philosopher Nanda Oude-
jans utilised Arendt’s concept in un-
derstanding the plight of refugees. 
Oudejans argues:

The refugee is not only without a 
world in the thorough political sense 
… also he is nowhere in the world in 
a legal sense.

The suicide of Hayat, in my view, 
re lects the frustration of being exclud-
ed from Indonesia’s legal realm and, to 
some extent, Indonesia’s society.

A refugee is “excluded” in the 
sense that they cannot participate 
fully as a person in Indonesia’s pub-
lic life. They cannot work and their 
voice is almost inaudible. I argue that 
the legal categorisation of “refugees” 
in Indonesian laws remain one of the 
sources of this frustration.

Solely analysing Indonesia’s situ-
ation might seem to neglect the glob-
al context of the issue of refugees. 
It is true that when we talk about 
third-country resettlement, other 
countries’ policies matters as well.

For example, the Trump admin-
istration policy limited the number 
of refugees to be admitted into the 
United States in the 2018 iscal year 
to 45,000. This is below the average 
75,000 admitted into the US in the 
past decade.

Australia has stopped resettling 

asylum seekers registering with the 
UNHCR in Indonesia after June 2014.

These policies reduce the avail-
ability of resettlement places for ref-
ugees in Indonesia. Not to mention, 
as the UNHCR Indonesia asserts, that 
the fairly small numbers of refugees 
in Indonesia in comparison to other 
countries of asylum has resulted in 
fewer places for resettlement for ref-
ugees waiting in Indonesia.

Nevertheless, I draw attention to 
Indonesia speci ically because the sit-
uation is increasingly problematic. On 
one hand, the refugees in Indonesia 
face increased dif iculty in being re-
settled in a third country as the chanc-
es are getting slimmer. On the other 
hand, the existing Indonesia laws are 
not yet accommodating the presence 
of refugees who are in the waiting 
period. As such, the refugees, though 
they are physically present in Indone-
sia’s territory, are “nowhere” in Indo-
nesia’s political and legal space.

‘REFUGEES FROM ABROAD’
The 2016 presidential decree uses the 
term “refugees from abroad” and not 
simply refugees. The decree further de-
ine the refugees from abroad as “for-

eigners in Indonesian territory” who 
are here due to fear of persecution.

To describe refugees as foreign-
ers is technically true. However, it is 
worth pondering that the language of 
a lot of regulation on refugees, includ-

ing Indonesia’s 2016 pres-
idential decree, reinforces 
the “alienness” of refugees. 
The regulation is set to make 
them remain “outside”.

Additionally, as refugee 
scholars Antje Missbach and 
Nicholas Feith Tan argue, the 
regulation does not really 
cover the protection of refu-
gees in Indonesia. It is mere-
ly a procedure for handling 
refugees from abroad. The 
regulation is silent on what 
refugees can or cannot do 
while they wait to be reset-
tled in a third country.

For the resettlement 
process itself, the UNHCR 
explains that it takes “a con-
siderable amount of time” 
(i.e. it is “at least six months 
or longer”) to wait to be in-
terviewed. And the wait for 

departure to a third country is even 
longer (up to “one year from accep-
tance but it can take longer”).

The UNHCR lea let even high-
lights to refugees that “you may never 
be able to bene it from resettlement 
from Indonesia”. This leaves the ref-
ugees in a state of chronic uncertain-
ty, which, in the case of Hayat, led to 
suicide.

CALLING FOR INDONESIA’S 
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE

In 2016, the Ministry of Law and Hu-
man Rights, through its regulation, 
formed a task force for monitoring 
foreigners in Indonesia, or TIM PORA.

As refugees are de ined as “for-
eigners” according to Indonesia’s 
regulation, this task force should be 
handling refugees as well. So far, it 
mainly deals with foreigners violat-
ing visa rules.

TIM PORA can be the perfect it to 
respond to the distress experienced 
by refugees in Indonesia as the task 
force is drawn from various state in-
stitutions and operates at both na-
tional and regional level. It should be 
able to reach out to refugees.

It is time for Indonesia’s govern-
ment to respond, without waiting for 
another Hayat.

[the writer is Assistant 
Lecturer, Faculty of Law, 

Universitas Indonesia]

STEWART MAGANGA
theconversation.com

Many protest songs are historical artefacts. They 
are about a speci ic time, event, movement or 

person, often without longevity, and make sense 
only within a speci ic context. There are a few ex-
ceptions. American soul singer Marvin Gaye’s title 
track from his 1971 album, “What’s going on” is a 
glowing example.

It was released on Motown Records, which had 
on its roster legendary artists such as Stevie Won-
der, Smokey Robinson, Diana Ross, The Tempta-
tions and the Jackson Five. But the album was the 
irst ever soul concept album, with the entire re-

cord based around protest songs.
Although the 47-year-old song was written at 

the height of the Vietnam and Cold Wars and ul-
timately viewed as an American social anthem of 
the time, it does not detract from the fact that the 
issues underlying it remain as relevant today as 
they were back in the time Gaye, and Motown col-
leagues, Renaldo “Obie” Benson and Al Cleveland, 
wrote the song. It perhaps as relevant today as the 
time it was released on January 20, 1971.

Not only is “What’s Going On” a universal an-
them about the state of the world, it has also in-
spired a number of popular, mainstream artists to 
use their music as social commentary. Among them 
are contemporary popular artists like Beyoncé, 
Kendrick Lamar and Jay-Z.

POLICE BRUTALITY
Co-composer Obie Benson was a member of the 
Motown vocal act, the Four Tops. In May 1969 their 
tour bus arrived in San Francisco where he saw 
police attacking a crowd of hippies over a disused 
urban lot called People’s Park. He described the in-
cident to music writer Ben Edmonds in the 2001 
book, What’s Going On: Marvin Gaye and the Last 
Days of The Motown Sound: The police was beatin’ 
on them, but they weren’t bothering anybody. I 
saw this, and started wondering what the fuck was 
going on. What is happening here? One question 
leads to another. Why are they sending kids so far 
away from their families overseas? Why are they 
attacking their own children in the streets here?

These questions translated into a song Benson 
wrote with Cleveland, an in-house Motown com-

poser. But his fellow members in the Four Tops 
weren’t interested in protest music. Fortunately, 
Gaye was very keen. Benson said: Marvin already 
felt like this. He was a rebel, and a real spiritual guy.

Inspired by the harrowing stories told to him by 
his younger brother Frankie over his Vietnam war 
experiences, Gaye would eventually make the song 
his own. He added lyrics and, according to Benson: 
When you heard that song, you could see the peo-
ple and feel the hurt and pain. We measured him 
for the suit and he tailored the hell out of it.

ALMOST NEVER RELEASED
But “What’s Going On” was almost never released. 
This was a time when Motown was cautious of pro-
moting songs of a political nature. The label’s boss, 
Berry Gordy, was on holiday in the Bahamas when an 
excited Gaye phoned him about the new protest song.

As music writer Dorian Lynskey described it 
in his excellent book on protest music, “33 Revo-
lutions per Minute”: Gordy responded like a father 
whose favourite son had just rejected an Ivy League 
scholarship to become a Yippie. ‘Marvin, don’t be 
ridiculous. That’s taking things too far’.

When Gordy heard the song he called it “the 
worst thing I’ve ever heard in my life”. However, 
Motown was desperate for new music from Gaye 
and released it to massive critical and commercial 
acclaim.

The album was equally successful - it was later 
described by music writer Peter Shapiro as having 
“changed the shape and direction of pop music”.

THE SINGER BEHIND THE SONG
Born in Washington DC, on 2 April 1939, Marvin 
Pentz Gay Jr grew up in a religious household. His 
deeply conservative father, Marvin Sr served as a 
church minister of a Pentecostal church. His moth-
er, Alberta, was a domestic worker.

He didn’t have a happy childhood. He was con-
stantly beaten by his abusive father. As a way of es-
cape, he would ind solace in singing. He went on 
to become one of popular music’s most admired 
singers and songwriters.

His life came to a sad end on 1 April 1984, a day 
before his 45th birthday, when he was shot and 
killed by his father after an argument.

THE CONTEXT OF THE SONG
“What’s Going On” was released at the time the 
Vietnam War was still raging in 1971. Three years 
before, the black civil rights leader, Martin Luther 
King Jr had been assassinated. In 1969 Richard Nix-
on was elected as America’s 37th president.

America was in a state of turmoil – protests 
against the Vietnam War resulted in widespread 
violence and police brutality.

“What’s Going On” was a response to a war that 
claimed the lives of over 3 million people – more 
than half of them Vietnamese civilians. The song 
not only called for an end to the war. It also served 
as a critique of 1970s America. Drugs, racism and 
poverty were crippling most inner cities.

THE SONG’S RELEVANCE TODAY
“What’s Going On” remains relevant today. 

Even now its plaintive lyrics speak eloquently 
about a post-9/11 world that’s upside down, with 
sabre-rattling leaders such as Donald Trump and 
Kim Jong-Un grabbing the headlines. Regional wars 
continue to claim countless live and force millions 
to lee their homes.

“What’s Going On” allows us to think – yet again 
– about whether war is necessary:

We don’t need to escalate
You see, war is not the answer
For only love can conquer hate.

[the writer is Lecturer, Cath-
olic University of Malawi]

Marvin Gaye’s 1971 ‘What’s Going 
On?’ remains unanswered today

Excluded from Indonesian society, refugees 
are vulnerable to homelessness, suicides
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Two Protests that Bookend the 
Dam Journey in Sikkim

PEMA WANGCHUK DORJEE

Just about every hydroelectric project in Sikkim has met with 
some protest or the other during its construction. Most of these 
protests have, however, been incidental, complaining about 

“collateral” damage caused by the monumental civil engineering 
undertaking that even small hydel projects are, or to negotiate 
and re-negotiate compensation.  Most of these protests have been 
“resolved” at the district administration level itself, but there have 
been two protests that qualify to be recognized as movements be-
cause of their consistent nature, the fact that they attracted the 
passions and energies of those who were not materially affected 
by the projects, because they were not hankering for sops and be-
cause they succeeded in getting heard and were respected for the 
positions they took. 

The two hydel protests also bookend Sikkim’s hydel journey; 
with one coming right at the beginning when Sikkim had only 
begun lirting with the idea of hydroelectric generation on-scale 
and the second arriving in the wake of a deluge of such projects 
being sanctioned. Interestingly, although the two movements were 
twelve years apart, years in which much had changed in Sikkim and 
the world around it, they followed similar trajectories in how they 
played out. This will be an attempt to look at the two protests with 
the bene it of hindsight and see if any new perspective shakes out.

The Concerned Citizens of Sikkim and Affected Citizens of Tees-
ta might be separated by a decade, but share more than just their 
credentials as “citizens” or the fact that both were special purpose 
vehicles on which powerful anti-dam movements were mounted. 
Both were born from informal coming together of individuals who 
shared a deep concern for the land and were willing to invest much 
more than passing comments on the potential 
dangers posed by one-sided pursuits of “devel-
opment”. Both were initially dismissed as tran-
sitory irritants, and they could very well have 
izzled out had the main actors not found the 

resolve to put everything on the line to challenge 
the establishment even though there was no pre-
cedence for such resistance in Sikkim.

In a way, CCS, formed in 1995, also laid the 
foundation for the massif of non-violent but steadfastly confronta-
tional opposition to dams that ACT, formed in 2004, has taken to a 
whole new level since the year 2007. Where the former challenged 
a 30 MW hydel project on the Rathong Chu, a minor stream in West 
Sikkim, ACT eventually positioned itself in protest against a string 
of hydel projects proposed in Dzongu, the Lepcha reserve in the 
North district of Sikkim. Both invoked unique attributes of Sikkim 
to not only catch attention and build support, but also convince the 
uninvolved to sit on the fence instead of jumping to the other side.

THE ORIGIN STORY
Speaking to SummitTimes, Sonam Paljor Den-

jonga, who along with Pema Namgyal and 
Chukie Tobden formed the CCS in May 1995, 

shared the story of how they were left hold-
ing the “ball” on the Rathong Chu protest.

Sometime in the year 1994, Mr Den-
jongpa found himself at Sikkim’s pre-

miere monastery, Pemayangtse, in 
West Sikkim. The monastery was 

hosting a senior Rinpoche who 
was to give teachings and offer 
blessings. At the time, Mr Den-
jongpa, was based in USA and 

would return frequently 
to his home in 

Sikkim to continue his religious training since he had also taken the 
robes as a lay monk. Coming from an old Sikkimese family, as were 
his fellow founder-members of CCS, and because of his religious 
leaning, he was also close to the Sangha here. 

He must have felt lucky to be at Pemayangtse for the special 
event. Little must he have realized that the visit would go on to af-
fect him and Sikkim in a major way, setting them off on a course 
that none of the three could have anticipated at the time.

The evening after the wang (blessing) ceremony, the Dorje 
Lopen (Head Monk) of Pemayangtse Monastery sat him down and 

told him about a hydel project being proposed 
on the Rathong Chu river in West Sikkim.

Rathong Chu is born in the higher reaches 
of the Khangchendzonga National Park near Dz-
ongri, the trekking destination which is also at 
the heart of sacred spaces in Sikkim, and emerg-
ing into settled habitations at Yuksam, a village 
as steeped in Sikkim’s history as it is popular 
among trekkers, after which it courses a short 

distance before joining the Rangeet below Tashiding.
The dam for this 30 MW hydel project was to come up close to 

the spot from where water for Sikkim’s most important religious 
ritual – the Bhum Chu ceremony at Tashiding Monastery – is drawn. 
The Dorje Lopen voiced fears that construction so close to the holy 
site and the army of men and machine that such an exercise re-
quires would de ile the sacred space.  

Speaking to the trio, he shared that they (the monk body of Sik-
kim) had tried to dissuade the authorities from continuing with the 
project and had failed. He admitted that he did not know what to 
do next, just that the project was not good for Sikkim, and said that 
perhaps it was time for the younger generation to get involved and 
devise a new approach.

With that the discussion ended.
And, the Dorje Lopen passed away the next morning.
He had passed the baton to them, and for those who believe in 

such things, entrusted his faith in them with what was akin to a dying 
wish. There was no way that the responsibility could be shirked now.

But there was also a lot else happening in Sikkim that year, devel-
opments in the political space which shortly after the Pemayangtse 
episode saw political confrontations of a kind Sikkim was new to, 
a government in of ice got toppled, a lot of ugly communal postur-
ing played out and an election at the end of the year elected a new 
dispensation into of ice. Bigger games were afoot than the worries 
and concerns of a handful who did not still know where to go with 
the responsibility now shouldered on them or how to approach the 
task bequeathed to them by a master they all respected and loved. 
It would still be nearly a year before Concerned Citizens of Sikkim 
was formalized as a group and its position against the Rathong Chu 
HEP publicly announced.

ACT (Affected Citizens of Teesta), in comparison, had a slightly 
longer gestation period and also bene itted from the CCS experi-
ence and modeled many of its strategies from what the CCS had 
already tried and tested. Although an ad hoc committee under the 
banner of Affected Citizens of Teesta was formalized only in July 
2004, its core team had cut its teeth with anti-hydel protests as 
the Joint Action Committee formed in the year 2002 to protest the 
Teesta Stage V hydel project at Dikchu in East district of Sikkim. 
(more about this in a later section)

When ACT was formed in 2004, it was essentially about 
hydel projects already announced for the Teesta - the Stage III [at 
Chungthang in North Sikkim] and Stage IV [further downstream at 
Singhik, near the North district headquarters of Mangan] Teesta 
Hydro-Electric Projects (HEP). It would be a couple of years more 
before it found its real strength and coherence around making it 
about protesting hydel projects in the Lepcha reserve along the 

Teesta and its tributaries.
Like CCS, in the initial days, ACT was also seen as a club of elit-

ist “do-gooders” who did not have the stomach for a protracted 
confrontation or a connection with the masses which would be re-
quired to sustain a movement. Their romanticised ideas of develop-
ment and culture were projected as being out of sync with the more 
immediate aspirations of the people for “development”.

But like CCS, ACT proved otherwise. This, perhaps because 
while most of the core team in both groups had received educa-
tion which took them away from their roots, they returned better 
equipped and with a deeper appreciation for what was at stake. CCS 
found its mooring in religion and its sacred spaces while ACT an-
chored itself to protecting the last bastion of the Lepchas – Dzongu 
which was already a Lepcha reserve and which ACT would go on to 
very effectively portray as a holy land as well.

ACT must have realised that it enjoyed the strongest support 
from inside Dzongu when it recorded its irst major success as a 
pressure group while standing up against the 300 MW Panan HEP 
proposed for construction on the con luence of the Tholung Chu 
and Rongyong Chu inside Dzongu. A joint-inspection team of dis-
trict of icials proceeding to the Lepcha reserve on 04 Sept 2006 to 
survey lands marked for acquisition for the Panan HEP learned of 
the sentiments which had found voice through ACT the hard way. 
ACT had managed to mobilize a 100-strong group of dissenters to 
lay siege to the Sankalang Bridge over Teesta, the only access to Dz-
ongu from North Sikkim, to block the inspection team. The district 
of icials made it through only after 10 preventive detentions were 
made and police escort provided. 

THE BACK STORIES OF RELATED PROTESTS
CCS was not the irst to register opposition to the Rathong Chu HEP. 
In fact, several organizations had tried it before them. 

As the Late Dorje Lopen of Pemayangtse Monastery had told the 
CCS founders, they had tried and failed. 

Monks, assembled under an organization by the name of Asso-
ciation of Buddhist Monks of Sikkim, had approached the then Con-
gress Government of Sanchaman Limboo in Sikkim with a mem-
orandum petitioning that the project be stopped since it posed a 
threat to their sacred landscape. 

They must have hoped for a positive response since the proj-
ect had actually been initiated and awarded by the Sikkim Sangram 
Parishad Government which the now Congress legislators had de-
throned after much attrition, and ill-will still  hung heavy in the air. 

But that was not to be. They received no commitments and soon 
work began on the project site. Clearly, the real agents pushing the 
project through were still in of ice and calling the shots, in all prob-
ability not from political positions.

The Association of Buddhist Monks of Sikkim tried again a 
month later, this time along with the Bhutia Lepcha Association 
and the Tribal Women’s Association, when it moved a writ petition 
in the High Court of Sikkim against the project. Even this approach 
did not deliver the desired results because work on site continued 
without a hitch.

The monks were worried. They had seen religious structure 
swamped out by a hydel project right at the base of Tashiding Mon-
astery, the same monastery which hosts the Bhum Chu ceremony, 
the very continuance of which was now being imperiled by the Ra-
thong Chu HEP.

At the base of the Tashiding hill sits the Legship hydel project un-
der which now lie the ruins of eight stupas which had been erected for 
world peace and for Sikkim’s prosperity. Story goes that the monks 
and Rinpoches of Sikkim had registered a formal protest against this 
loss when it was still a fear and not a reality in 1988. Their reser-
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The first real protest against a hydel project in Sikkim was launched by Concerned 
Citizens of Sikkim in 1995. Twelve years later, Affected Citizens of Teesta began the 
biggest movement against hydel projects that the State has seen so far. Successes 
and failures notwithstanding, the two protests have emerged as watershed 
moments in the history of civic action in Sikkim that will forever inspire future 
generations. SummitTimes chronicles the journey of the two movements…
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vations were ignored. There was also talk of 
shifting the stupas and/ or cordoning them 
off to avoid submergence. But that is what 
it remained – talk although a solitary stupa 
does stand above the reservoir, perhaps a re-
placement or may even be unrelated.

The monks did not want the Rathong 
Chu HEP to also get bulldozed through, but 
they had emptied their arsenal and made 
no headway. That is, until that conversation 
the Dorje Lopen had with the group that 
would go on to become the Concerned Citi-
zens of Sikkim.

ACT, as mentioned earlier, grew out of 
the Joint Action Committee formed in the 
year 2002 to protest Teesta Stage-V hydel 
project at Dikchu on the border of East and 
North districts shouldering Dzongu. Most in 
the core team were not directly affected by 
this project in that they did not have lands in 
project area which would be acquired for the 
project. But they had seen and read enough 
about big dams and their impact to not get 
involved.  Also, most of them were from the 
vicinity, knew the project-affected people 
and carried some weight among them. 

Since this was the irst “big” hydel proj-
ect in Sikkim at 510 MW when the record 
till then was held by the Legship project at 
60MW, the scale was big as well as was the 
footprint. JAC managed to build an impos-
ing alliance with the project-affected and 
put up a strong protest.

However, it quickly became apparent 
that the priorities of the project-affected 
and the JAC team did not match.

Although the founders might not admit 
it, but it must have worried them that the 
JAC’s protest against Teesta Stage-V did not 
go as planned, their wider concerns of envi-
ronmental, socio-cultural and demographic 
impact getting sidelined by the more ma-
terial negotiations of compensation, con-
tracts and employment. 

And that is how the protest against 
Stage-V unraveled, the larger concerns get-
ting pre-programmed assurances and the 
compensation amounts getting negotiated 
afresh and no objection certi icates secured 
with further assurances leavened with com-
mitments to award small contracts and em-
ployment and resettlement for the people 
and the at-risk infrastructure.

Stage-V was eventually commissioned 
in 2008, but nearly a decade since its tur-
bines started generating, many of the con-
cerns lagged by JAC at the time get rein-
forced every time damages are reported 
from the still projected affected areas and 
the book is still not closed on the cost of this 
“development.”

Although JAC lost the Stage-V battle, it 
managed to secure many irsts. Stage-V, at 
least on paper, is the irst hydel project in 
the country where the National Hydroelec-
tric Power Corporation, a public sector un-
dertaking of the Govt of India, signed a fresh 
Memorandum of Understanding with the 
affected people and the State Government 
making several commitments to assuage 
their fears and concerns. Provisions were 
made for an oversight committee with some 
real powers and commitment to involve the 
people in major project-related decisions. 
Unfortunately, because no follow-up was 
initiated either by the people or the ad-
ministration, the MoU was never put into 
any real effect. But a small victory had been 
notched and JAC would have gained some 
con idence from having taken on the estab-
lishment and secured such a commitment.

The core team must have also returned 
to a huddle to go over the lessons learned 
from their irst brush with anti-dam pro-
tests and it is obvious that one of their re-
solves was to take a position as an organiza-
tion and not a constituent of loose collabo-
rations in which arguments can get diffused 
and positions and priorities changed. This 
they had learned from how the Stage-V pro-
test had played out. So, when ACT was even-
tually launched in 2004 and its protests put 
into play a few years later, it would remain 
at the centre of the movement; taking allies 
along the way, but never again too depen-
dent on outside support and always retain-
ing the decision-making powers with itself. 

THE POSITIONS TAKEN
Shortly after its formation in July 2004, ACT 
started collecting documents and research-
ing hydel prospects and threats. Its mem-
bers remained active behind the scenes 
and made their presence felt publicly for 
the irst time during the Public Hearing for 
Teesta Stage III held at Chungthang in North 
Sikkim on 08 June, 2006. ACT of ice bearers 
spoke at the public hearing, but their pro-
test was a minority voice with 80% of those 
present speaking in favour of the project. 
ACT’s questioning of the indings and rec-
ommendations of the Environment Impact 
Assessment report and the Environment 
Management Plan received no traction in 
a public hearing dominated by the affected 
people’s demand, which was backed by the 
Panchayats, that the project be started only 
after a proper cadastral survey had estab-
lished land ownership so that compensa-
tion could be handed out accordingly.

The project got cleared and later, the 
National Environmental Appellate Author-
ity also dismissed ACT’s appeal against the 
public hearing. The ghosts of the Stage-V ex-

perience had still not been exorcised.
And then, ACT received the morale 

boosting show of strength and support for 
its position against a hydel project pro-
posed inside Dzongu. The reference here 
is the incident on Sankalang Bridge men-
tioned in an earlier section. Then played 
out a round of shadow-boxing, with ACT 
going public with its reservations about the 
project, and while it kept busy with getting 
the word out, the district administration 
completed its survey and collected No Ob-
jection Certi icates from 74 of the 99 fami-
lies whose lands would be acquired for the 
project. The “quorum” had been achieved in 
favour of the project.

The public hearing for this project held 
in September 2006 too arrived at the expect-
ed conclusion – a go ahead for the project 
from the majority provided their demand for 
adequate compensation was addressed. The 
hearing was heated though, and what ACT 
lacked in numbers, it made for with passion, 
so much so that some of its younger mem-
bers had to be taken away from the venue 
and kept under police watch on the sidelines 
for the duration of the hearing.

Although the Panan hydel project man-
aged to pass the public hearing muster, ACT 
had made its strongest presence yet. Al-
though its involvement in protesting other 
hydel projects along the Teesta continued for 
some more time, the group, now made up al-
most entirely of Lepchas with most of them 
from Dzongu itself, started focussing more 
on challenging the hydel projects proposed 
in the Lepcha reserve and on its borders.

The hydel protest was now coalesc-
ing into a Dzongu-speci ic, Lepcha-driven 
stand and that is when it started gaining 
momentum and appeal. It also helped that 
Dzongu had a ringside view of how ugly 
and devastating a hydel construction site 
can get thanks to the Stage-V construction 
on its southeast border at Dikchu. Further, 
a temperamental Teesta and engineering 
oversights had seen some villages on the 
Dzongu bank of the Teesta suffer because of 
the work on Stage V.

Dawa Lepcha of ACT also admits that it 
was proving very dif icult to convince peo-
ple of the environmental and socio-cultural 
impact of big projects since they could only 
speculate on what could happen if the ive 
hydel projects proposed for inside Dzongu 
and two more on its borders were allowed 
to proceed. An appeal to their exclusive 
identity and the purity of the land some-
how became more accessible arguments for 
the people. Eventually, that was the line that 
ACT would take.

The decision to focus on religion, 
meanwhile, was much quick-
er for CCS to arrive at.  
Apart from the fact 
that it was faith and 
monks who had 

initiated the protest against Rathong Chu 
HEP, it was also at the root of the reasons 
why the CCS founders had taken up the is-
sue in the irst place. All other arguments 
like the shoddiness of the environment im-
pact assessment or doubts   about the ef i-
cacy of the Power Department and the rush 
with which the project was being pushed 
along were in fact incidental to building the 
arguments against the project, more like 
supporting evidence especially when they 
moved the Courts. In the public domain, the 
focus was primarily on faith, and like ACT 
ended up with Lepchas on the fore, 
CCS would become a move-
ment powered almost ex-
clusively by monks and 
monasteries of Sikkim.

The CCS was 

formed in May 1995, nearly a year after pre-
vious attempts by other organizations had 
tried and failed to convince the government 
to even hit the pause button on the project. 
Between the two years that passed since 
the project was initiated to when CCS was 
formed, Sikkim was now in its third govern-
ment. A new dispensation was in of ice in the 
State, at the helm of affairs for the irst time.

CCS started off with re-establishing con-
nections with the monks and monasteries 
of Sikkim. It must not have been dif icult to 
convince the Sangha to oppose the project 
given the providence of how CCS had come 
about and given the fact that senior monks 
and Rinpoches had already registered their 
opposition to the project. 

So, within a month of having been 
formed, CCS members were calling on the 
Governor and the Chief Minister with a 
memorandum petitioning that the 30MW 
Rathong Chu HEP be stopped immediately. 
The letter also served an ultimatum, con-
veying that if the authorities failed to act 
within three days, CCS would shift gears to 
a different course of action.

At least in the public domain, the CCS 
protest had still not presented itself com-
pletely as one of religion or the monk body 
of the State. The petition was signed by the 
three founding-members of CCS and Bolly-
wood star Danny Denzongpa, who inciden-
tally hails from Yuksam where the project 
was to come up. The involvement of ordained 
monks and monasteries was not yet explicit.

The barely six-month old government, 
perhaps sensing an Opposition hand (it was 
still a government with a very slim majority 
in pre-Anti Defection law times) and clearly 
on the advice of still-powerful bureaucrats, 
responded with surprising aggression, re-
jecting the protest group as agent provo-
cateurs misguiding the people in pursuit of 
their anti-development agenda.

Sonam P Denjongpa recalls that when 
they started the protest, all they knew was 
that the project had to be stopped. They had 
no idea of how they would do it or what 
would be required of them. For inspiration 
they had no examples around them and 
drew strength instead from the anti-dam 
protest launched by Kayapo natives in dis-
tant Brazil, a documentary ilm on which 
they watched and later also screened for 
the monks.

Within days of the State Government’s 
rejection of their demand, Mr Denjongpa of 
CCS arrived at a tent put up outside what was 
then known as Sukhani House above Gang-
tok’s heart, MG Marg, and where a private car 
park now stands. He began a hunger strike 
to protest the Rathong Chu hydel project and 
demanding that the project be stopped. 

Remember, there were no local dailies in 
Sikkim at the time and national newspapers, 
which anyways arrived at least a day late 
here, did not usually make space for news 
from Sikkim. Further, CCS did not build up to 
the hunger strike, it just began it, kind of like 
how ACT would begin its own hunger strike 
in Gangtok twelve years later – suddenly.

The venue of the hunger strike was dif i-
cult to ignore and people – from politicians 
to lay citizens to government of icers and 
a lot of monks – started calling on Mr Den-
jongpa and learning about the reasons for 
the protest. Few would have disagreed with 
their arguments but it must have quickly 
become apparent that in a small place like 
Sikkim, the only section for CCS to easily 
tap into and bring to the streets would be 
monks because not only would they be eas-
ier to reach out to through the monasteries, 
they were also free from the fear of victim-
ization which could deter the lay folk.

Mr Denjongpa is frank about his reli-
ance on monks and faith. 

“Instead of focusing on other arguments 
and approaching other agencies, my per-
sonal faith rested in the spirits and deities 
of Sikkim. As for the monks, they were the 
most forthcoming. Just one letter and they all 
showed up for a rally in Gangtok,” he shares.

And CCS would launt this strength in 
impressive numbers a month later when 
it rallied through Gangtok in a procession 
joined by around 500 monks, followed by 
an army of elderly women chanting prayers 
and led by senior lamas representing the 
monasteries of the State demanding that 
the project be stopped. They ended the rally 
by calling on the Chief Minister and reiterat-
ing their demand. 

The equation with the State Govern-
ment had improved slightly by then and 
now the movement was presented publicly 
as one powered by monks and their fears 
for their faith. It would however be around 
two more years before the project would 
eventually get scrapped and in the interim 
was also a case moved by CCS against the 
project in the High Court which ended in 
the State Government’s  favour. 

THE HUNGER STRIKES AND 
THE SNIDE REMARKS

Sonam Paljor Denjongpa and Dawa Lepcha 
are a generation apart, the former probably 
in his sixties and the latter having only just 
entered his forties, but they are very similar 
in their self-effacing nature and polite de-
meanour, qualities which can distract from 
the stubborn commitment with which they 
campaigned against different hydel projects 

Contd from pg05

A spur at the end of a village in Dzongu (top). 
The Teesta Stage-V HEP dam at Dikchu 
where the ACT founders, as part of JAC, at-
tempted their fi rst anti-dam protest. A solitary 
Chorten on the banks of the Legship HEP res-
ervoir. The dam here is a bend downstream of 
Rathong Chu’s confl uence with the Rangeet.

turn to pg05
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For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
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Draw No:11 DrawDate on:19/04/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 5755 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 4548
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 5214 4th Prize Rs.  503/- 5340
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1001 1115 1199 1230 1378 1428 1433 1486 1546 1627
1645 1673 1710 1765 1773 1775 1840 1878 1912 1981
2008 2057 2126 2133 2145 2179 2263 2303 2306 2319
2452 2607 2655 2732 2760 2770 2899 2996 3038 3070
3128 3260 3274 3391 3410 3421 3435 3445 3571 3588
3596 3605 3610 3637 3662 3678 3710 3712 3730 3939
3952 3968 3977 4049 4121 4137 4174 4261 4309 4361
4612 4692 4734 4774 4845 4858 4884 4887 5079 5086
5105 5263 5300 5381 5431 5436 5445 5513 5524 5539
5669 5714 5766 5801 5869 5929 5944 5945 5956 5990
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1010 1012 1030 1126 1138 1245 1257 1281 1305 1424
1426 1430 1432 1438 1465 1489 1543 1560 1602 1632
1676 1693 1703 1711 1712 1725 1731 1738 1785 1858
1888 1924 1949 1985 1992 1994 1995 1997 2003 2009
2027 2060 2063 2074 2076 2086 2100 2142 2172 2180
2219 2280 2317 2323 2347 2445 2493 2497 2525 2578
2616 2625 2637 2700 2737 2744 2749 2754 2796 2827
2832 2836 2858 2915 2917 2926 2932 2933 2966 2967
2980 3053 3063 3065 3077 3161 3169 3186 3212 3241
3243 3251 3253 3319 3322 3411 3431 3444 3450 3464
3472 3526 3584 3642 3683 3693 3708 3726 3771 3777
3799 3830 3832 3836 3838 3893 3925 3937 3975 3999
4030 4034 4039 4045 4050 4104 4109 4133 4165 4191
4273 4335 4375 4408 4455 4469 4486 4557 4607 4625
4643 4670 4680 4729 4731 4742 4745 4782 4798 4807
4823 4828 4842 4927 4936 4949 4964 4978 4989 5077
5110 5111 5144 5149 5245 5271 5272 5278 5290 5292
5316 5355 5375 5399 5424 5461 5467 5470 5486 5487
5553 5559 5584 5589 5628 5650 5651 5739 5742 5762
5770 5802 5813 5822 5873 5896 5900 5933 5987 5991
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.

at different times to only slightly differ-
ent outcomes. 

Looking at Dawa today, he almost 
appears healthy, showing no signs of 
the battering his body must have taken 
during the two staggering hunger strikes 
he undertook as part of ACT along with 
Tenzing Lepcha – the irst for 63 days 
and the second for 83 days – to protest 
hydel projects in Dzongu. 

It is possible that Mr Denjongpa’s 
training as a monk helped him in his 28-
day hunger strike against the Rathong 
Chu hydel project, but then again, no 
amount of training can prepare one for 
the resolve required to stay the course 
for that long especially when marching 
on uncharted territory and often in the 
face of uncharitable remarks.

Dawa can laugh about some of these 
instances now and Mr Denjongpa makes 
light of the comments that made their 
way back to him, but at that time these 
must have been dif icult to hear and it is 
to their credit that they hold no grudg-
es and can brush them off as part of the 
challenge they had taken on.

Mr Denjongpa shares that he fre-
quently heard “crazy” in reference to 
himself, as much to describe the indef-
inite hunger strike he had undertaken 
in a Sikkim where challenging the es-
tablishment for anything beyond party 
politics was unheard of, as to explain his 
rejection of the many “offers” that had 
reached him to “compromise” and call of 
the hunger strike and the CCS protest.

“And that description followed me for 
a long time even after the hunger strike 
was over,” he winks. That would be until 
they won and convinced the State Gov-
ernment to scrap the project eventually 
despite the many crores that had already 
been invested into it.

Dawa too has many stories to share of 
his time through the two extended hunger 
strikes he undertook. The most frequent 
“irritant” at the time was when groups 
would walk past the BL House at Tibet 
Road where the hunger strike was under-
way and intentionally wonder aloud, loud 
enough for them to hear, what the fuss 
was all about. “Tamasha,” is what these 
passers-by would call their Satyagraha.

With the protest heading nowhere 
and their bodies feeding on the inter-
nal organs (something that would have 
kicked in by the second week for Dawa 
and Tenzing), they would settle for even 
a “poor guys” comment that they would 
overhear some lay passers-by make and 
draw solace from that. 

But what would have de initely hurt 
most was what Dawa overheard a youth 
ask someone near the venue: “What is 
happening here?” And this is was close 
to 300 days since the ACT relay hunger 
strike and the two extended fasts by Dawa 
and Tenzing had been underway there!

THE AGGRESSIVE POSTURING
While they might have been able to ignore 
the snide remarks by passers-by as being 
inconsequential to their protests, it must 
have nerve-wracking when their positions 
met with aggressive push-back from the 
government, that one agency they would 
have to negotiate with to get their de-
mands met. At the end of the day, both CCS 
and ACT must have known that a hunger 
strike would not pressurize the authorities 
into scrapping projects but would open 
the doors for serious negotiations. These 

negotiations would not be possible if the 
two sides only traded allegations from en-
trenched positions. And both protests had 
their share of bluster and posturing.

The CCS petition to the State Gov-
ernment before the hunger strike was 
launched was met with summary rejec-
tion. In fact, their petition was rejected 
rather strongly with an of icial press 
communiqué conveying that the govern-
ment would not allow a “handful” of peo-
ple to “misguide” the rest in the name of 
environment, culture and religion, a po-
sition which emboldened a senior of icer 
at the time to tell a press conference that 
there was “no room for emotions”.

In the end though, sentiments and 
emotions won the day.

The ACT protest, because it played out 
for much longer had its bouts of lull and 
storm, offers for talks and blanket rejec-
tions. Both sides were deeply entrenched 
for most times, traded many allegations 
and insults and in such an environment, 
conspiracies abounded making for tense 
times not just for those on either side but 
also those watching the events from the 
sidelines. Much was said over the years 
that would have made a resolution seem 
impossible and the issue kept digress-
ing into issues which bruised egos and 
encumbered talks, sucking away of the 
trust which was already in short supply. 

It needs to be said here that the dis-
tractions and indecisiveness hurt the pro-
test movement more than it harmed the 
authorities, but they were never a pretty 
sight. It also took away from the substan-
tial achievements of the ACT movement, 
not only in the projects it managed to get 
scrapped, but also in the many intangibles 
they secured not only for the Lepcha com-
munity but for Sikkim at large. 

THE SUCCESSES
After its petitions, hunger strike, rallies 
and court case, and even on-record sup-
port from the central agencies af iliated 
to the Ministry of Environment & For-
ests, came to a naught in stopping the 
project, morale must have been running 
low in the CCS camp by mid-2007, a lit-
tle over two years since they had begun 
their movement.

There were occasional reasons for 
them to be upbeat, like when the re-
spected Supreme Court lawyer, Rajeev 
Dhawan, agreed to argue their case in the 
High Court of Sikkim. Several hearings 
went very well for CCS with the judge 
asking some tough questions of the State 
Government and even ordering a stay on 
the project early during the hearings. The 
organization also bene itted from tacit 
support of government of icials who pro-
vided them of icial documents to support 
their case. This was still before the Right 
to Information Act had come around.

There was also the report of the One-
Man Commission set up by the State Gov-
ernment to review the project which had 
also recommended, in 1995 itself, that 
the project be scrapped.

The commission, however, had pow-
ers only to recommend, not enforce, and 
eventually the case in the High Court also 
went against CCS. Letters from Central 
ministries could be ignored or danced 
around since all the required formalities 
for the project had been met.

And then, success.
On 20 August, 1997, Chief Minister 

Pawan Chamling, called a public meeting 
with the monks of Sikkim and the CCS at 

the indoor gymnasium of Paljor Stadium. 
It was obvious that a major announce-
ment was to be made, but the movement 
had seen too many false starts to even 
hope for what was now really the unlikely.

Although everyone in the audience 
must have had an inkling of the historic 
moment they might be part of, it would 
not have been until the Chief Minister said 
this that they allowed themselves to hope.

“We respect the sentiments of the Sik-
kimese people. We will not let them down. 
From today, the Rathong Chu project will 
be closed… it will cease to be,” a report in 
the Sikkim Observer quoted Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Chamling as announcing.

The hall erupted into shouts of “Ki-Ki 
Solo, Lha Gyalo!” (Victory to the Gods).

The CCS movement had succeeded. 
There is no Rathong Chu HEP in Sikkim.

ACT has also won, several times in 
fact, but unfortunately, because it al-
lowed too many of those moments to 
pass uncelebrated and without coming 
on record about the successes along the 
way, it does not have that euphoric mo-
ment like 20 August 1995.

While talks and negotiations were al-
ways on the table, the irst round of hun-
ger strike by Dawa and Tenzing extracted 
a major offer from the State Government 
when it offered to constitute a Review 
Committee to go over the demands and 
issues raised by ACT and other project 
affected people of Dzongu. The ACT presi-
dent, a resident of Dzongu, an environmen-
talist and three Secretary-level of icers of 
the State Government were to be part of 
this 6-member committee. The committee 
was to complete its review in 100 days, for 
the duration of which all project-related 
activities in Dzongu would be suspended. 

It was admittedly a major break-
through even if way short of what ACT 
wanted – scrapping, and ACT rejected 
the review committee as an “eye-wash”. 
The review committee would howev-
er go about its task and eventually en-
dorsed the Panan HEP as ‘feasible,’ but 
recommended that no more hydel proj-
ects be taken up in Dzongu for the time 
being. It also recommended the setting 
up of a Monitoring Committee (for Panan 
HEP) with ‘adequate enforcing power’ to 
‘monitor the compliance effectiveness 
and initiate corrective action as may be 
needed’. What is even more signi icant 
is that it recommended that the powers 
of this Monitoring Committee be kept 
dynamic in the sense that it be allowed 
to review the Environment Management 
Plan and its implementation, and sug-
gest additional safeguards ‘as may be re-
quired from time to time.’

Meanwhile, in April 2008, came the 
irst inkling that at least some hydel 

projects in Dzongu might actually get 
scrapped. Meeting with some project-af-
fected people not af iliated with ACT, 
the Chief Minister stated that only hydel 
projects for which MoUs had been signed 
and for which the required processes had 
been completed would be taken up and 
the rest, including those for which letters 
of intent (LoI) had already been issued, 
would be scrapped. As far as Dzongu 
was concerned, an MoU had been signed 
only for Panan HEP and of the remaining 
ive, the LoI for Lingzya had already been 

withdrawn. With the announcement, only 
Panan HEP remained inside Dzongu. 

This was of icially recorded in June 
2008 when the Power & Energy Depart-
ment wrote to the ACT president in-

forming him that the State Government 
had decided to scrap four hydel projects 
proposed for Dzongu, leaving only Panan 
HEP inside Dzongu and Teesta Stage IV 
on its border. 

ACT reciprocated by withdrawing 
Dawa and Tenzing Lepcha from the sec-
ond round of their hunger strike on the 
93rd day. They had lost more than 10 ki-
los each, but still put up a brave, optimis-
tic front, stating that they welcomed the 
latest development and looked forward 
to the re-initiation of talks.

And that is where matters stand. All 
hydel projects inside Dzongu, save Panan 
HEP, have been of icially scrapped and 
with these, Sikkim has arguably become 
the one State to scrap so many hydel 
projects ( ive in all) in response to peo-
ple’s demands. This is a major win not 
only for the anti-dam activists but also 
for the State Government and needs to 
be more universally recognized as such.

Ironically though, Panan HEP has 
its dam near Passingdang and the pow-
er house at Lingzya. Tenzing hails from 
Passingdang and Dawa calls Lingzya 
home. The two youth who put so much 
on the line and provided ACT with its 
most respected and recognizable faces 
managed to evict hydel projects from all 
over Dzongu except their own villages.

THE LEGACY
CCS being the irst to protest dams with 
any consistency in Sikkim and having 
scored a victory on its irst outing is ex-
pectedly turned to for inspiration here. 
Its founders, even though the Rathong 
Chu protest was their only of icial en-
gagement, have supported and coun-
seled other groups, including ACT over 
the years. Since none of them got in-
volved in party politics later, they have 
also inspired hope in the altruistic na-
ture of civil society engagements and 
power of faith and conviction.

This sentiment was carried forward 
by ACT which has convinced Sikkim and 
its people that movements here, despite 
the limitations of numbers and access or 
even publicity, can succeed, and let there 
be no doubts that ACT has succeeded, 
when driven by the sel less commitment 
of even a handful. 

Between them, CCS and ACT have 
also inspired more people in Sikkim to 
take a stand when they feel they have 
been wronged and it is not rare anymore 
for even lay villagers to undertake pro-
tests and challenge the authorities when 
something as localized as incomplete 
roads frustrate them. Sure, several oth-
er factors must be contributing to these 
developments, but a major inspiration 
must be the path shown by ACT and CCS.

To its credit, the State Government 
has also emerged praiseworthy from 
these episodes, acquiescing to the de-
mands when there were no legal, ad-
ministrative or even immediately polit-
ical requirements for it to do so. It had 
checked all the required boxes to force 
through the projects and still decided 
to listen to what were clearly genuine 
concerns even if a minority voice. That 
should count for something.

At the end of it all, despite the abra-
sive attrition through which these pro-
tests and negotiations were hauled, they 
ended with an uplifting message of hope 
and positivity for everyone involved… to 
serve as an inspiration for the rest. 

Two Protests that Bookend the 
Dam Journey in Sikkim

Contd from pg06
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LALIT K JHA 
W , A  19 (PTI): Indi-
an-Americans, including women and 
children, raising slogans like “Hate Mur-
der, hate Crime: No more. No More” held 
peaceful protests in front of the Indian 
Embassy against the gang rape and mur-
der of young girls in Kathua and Unnao, 
demanding swift justice.

They displayed banners and posters 
seeking justice for the minor girl who was 
gang-raped by six men and then murdered 
in Jammu & Kashmir’s Kathua.

They were also protesting the rape of a 
teenage girl in Uttar Pradesh’s Unnao. The 
young girl has alleged that a lawmaker had 
raped her last summer. 

Scores of Indian-Americans, includ-
ing women and children, turned up for a 
peaceful protest at the Gandhi Statue in 
front of Indian Embassy in Washington to 
express their “outrage and disgust” over 
the gang-rape and murder of the young 
girls in Kathua and Unnao.

“As the father of the minor girl has de-
manded, the case should be moved out 
from the Jammu High Court as there is not 

a conducive environment for 
a fair trial,” said Syed Ashraf 
on behalf of Alliance for Jus-
tice and Accountability, which 
organised the protest outside 
the Indian mission here.

The protestors raised 
slogans “Hate Murder, hate 
Crime: No more. No More.” 

“India should strengthen 
laws for rape against minors, 
and against women. They 
should also strengthen laws 
against hate crime,” Ashraf 
said noting that the response 
from the prime minister was 
little too late. 

“Silence does not help, 
when nation is on ire and 
people are traumatised,” he 
said.

In a memorandum sub-
mitted to the Indian Am-
bassador, the Indian American Muslim 
Council urged that the Indian Government 
should do much more in protecting inno-
cent children and minority girls from the 

fangs of caste based or communal politics.
In a separate statement, the Federation 

of Indian American Christian Organisa-
tions (FIACONA) condemned the horri ic 
rape and murder of a child. 

“The details of rape and sexual assault 
cases being reported in Kathua, Jammu 
and Kashmir which saw the 7-year-old 
Muslim girl brutally raped and killed, 
and Unnao, Uttar Pradesh where the vic-

tim was a teenager preyed 
upon by a state legislator, are 
shocking,” Hindu American 
Foundation said in a state-
ment.

“Rape lies in the face of 
Hindu values, and thus com-
pels us to offer condolences 
and compassion to victims 
and their families, and simul-
taneously work to ensure 
that the law and law enforce-
ment work impartially and 
ef iciently to deliver justice,” 
it said.

“The barbarity and the 
bestiality involved in the 
killing of this little girl show 
the depraved and criminal 
mindsets of those who per-
petrated such heinous acts. 
The ghastly way this girl was 
raped and murdered has 

indeed shaken the nation to its core and 
terrorised the people of conscience across 
the world,” said Indian Overseas Congress 
in a statement.

Indian-Americans protest against Kathua, Unnao rapes
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EtCETERA

ARIES: The more you talk to 
people, the more successful 
you’ll be, Aries. Everyone is a 
valuable resource, so tap in to 
this boundless well. Your agility 
with words and facts is impres-
sive, so use it to your advantage. 
Friends are a source of great joy, 
and this is a wonderful time to 
be with them. For the most part, 
it doesn’t matter what you’re 
doing. The person you’re with 
is what is important.  
TAURUS: Be careful of people 
who talk a great deal and prom-
ise the world but have a diffi  -
cult time delivering the goods, 
Taurus. You might get trapped 
today if you rely on people who 
simply don’t come through the 
way they said they would. Feel 
free to engage in social activi-

ties with partners, but don’t sign 
any major business deals with 
them at this time.  
GEMINI: Your positive 
strength is especially noticeable 
today. You may fi nd that you’re 
radiating gloriously to the peo-
ple around you, Gemini. This 
is due to your polite, gentle, 
and peaceful nature. You’re the 
jewel that isn’t always noticed 
or appreciated as much as it 
should be. More than likely, you 
leave it up to others to make the 
fi rst move. Consider being the 
instigator today. The world is in 
your hands.  
CANCER: Cancer, instead 
of digging deep into the barrel 
looking only for the misshap-
en, bruised, and rotten apples, 
concentrate on bringing up the 

shiny, bright red ones. This way 
you’ll bring laughter and smiles 
to the company around you 
rather than miserable frowns. 
Whatever you bring to the sur-
face will be distributed far and 
wide, so make sure you reach 
for the good times instead of the 
sour ones.  
LEO: Today there are many 
areas in which you can shine, 
Leo. You need only be yourself 
to win over the hearts of others. 
There is a graciousness to your 
manner that draws people close 
to you, whether or not you’ve 
ever noticed it before. Realize 
this, and know that it isn’t a 
fl uke. You need not take much 
action. It will come to you.  
VIRGO: If you’re feeling 
needy today, you might consid-

er seeking counsel from others, 
Virgo. Close partners might 
make light of the situation, so 
if you’re looking for deep meta-
physical advice, you might want 
to look elsewhere. Most of all, 
pamper yourself with some re-
laxing downtime. This day is 
well suited for playing board 
games, watching a movie, or 
reading the latest edition of your 
favorite magazine.  
LIBRA: Get out in the fresh 
air today in whatever way suits 
your fancy, Libra. It’s import-
ant to exercise your body with 
some brisk physical activity, or 
at least refresh your spirit with 
a ride in a convertible. This is 
a terrifi c time for you. You feel 
alive and joyous about your life. 
Join with others to recognize all 

that you have, and give thanks 
for your meal tonight.    
SCORPIO: Making decisions 
today is apt to be nearly impos-
sible for you, Scorpio. That’s 
why you should leave them 
up to someone else. Walk with 
your partner so you don’t have 
to really think about where 
you’re going. Your job is to 
focus on the emotional side of 
things and make it safe for ev-
eryone to dream. Your loving, 
caring nature is a valuable com-
modity these days. Protect and 
cherish this gift.    
SAGITTARIUS: This is going 
to be one of those days when 
you get annoyed if someone 
takes too long to make up his 
or her mind about something, 
Sagittarius. You aren’t going to 

have the patience to abide any-
one who continues to go over 
every single detail of an issue. 
You’re more likely to want to 
simply make a decision, for bet-
ter or worse.  
CAPRICORN: Use the power 
of words as an artistic medium to 
express yourself, Capricorn. You 
have a magic way with words 
that often goes unrecognized. 
Your sensual nature is poetic. 
You shouldn’t deprive others of 
this talent, so show it off  to the 
world. Perhaps you’re moved to 
write a love poem to a partner 
who means a great deal to you. 
As trite as this may sound, it’s 
actually very romantic.  
AQUARIUS: Whatever you’re 
working on at this time can be 
expanded tremendously with 

the help of a partner, especial-
ly a creative project or written 
work, Aquarius. Watch as one 
seed of an idea blossoms into a 
whole fi eld of creativity. There 
is more than meets the eye as 
you fi nd yourself soaring high-
er and higher. Remember that 
you’re only restricted by your 
own imagination, so dream big.  
PISCES: Take advantage of the 
lighthearted, fl ighty feeling of the 
day instead of getting annoyed by 
it, Pisces. You can’t hide in your 
bedroom forever. Well, you could, 
but you’d end up wasting away 
and no one would even notice. 
This is a good day to get out and 
have fun with friends. Make wish-
es for people instead of cursing 
them. Make connections. Remem-
ber to laugh as often as possible.
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HAPPY COUPLE: Prince Harry and Meghan Markle 
look super fashionable as they attend a reception with 
delegates from the Commonwealth Youth Forum at 
the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre in London.

A new teaser 
image for up-

coming Conjuring 
spinoff The Nun 
serves as a remind-
er of the terrifying 
demonic entity 
known as Valak. 
Valak was of course 
introduced in 2016 
sequel The Conjur-
ing 2, as a demon 
terrorizing Elaine 
Warren (Vera Farmiga) – a devout Catholic 
– with horri ic visions of her husband Ed’s 
(Patrick Wilson) impending violent death. In 
that ilm, it was implied that Valak was an an-
cient being that had simply chosen the guise 
of a monstrous nun to taunt Lorraine, but the 
existence of this spinoff clearly con irms that 
Valak has employed that form in the past.

Of course, Valak appearing as The Nun is 
once again appropriate to the circumstances, 
as this time the demon menaces a monastery 
in Romania. In such a secluded, religious set-
ting, it makes perfect sense for Valak to have 
used what would seem to be its preferred dis-
guise when interacting with fragile humans. 
The Nun is set in 1952, decades before Valak 
encountered the Warrens. The events of the 
ilm were hinted at via several quick referenc-

es in last year’s Annabelle: Creation, further 
tying together the various entries in The Con-
juring universe.

A new teaser image from The Nun was 

revealed yesterday. 
Naturally, the im-
age features Valak 
in all his/her glo-
ry, ready to scare 
the hell out of any-
one unfortunate 
enough to become 
a target of the de-
monic force. Val-
ak’s gender – as-
suming a non-hu-
man monster 

would even have a gender identity – is a bit 
unclear, hence the use of “his/her” and “its” 
above. While generally referred to in ancient 
occult lore using male pronouns, The Nun 
form is clearly designed to appear female, and 
is played by actress Bonnie Aarons. 

The people on Valak’s hit list this time 
out include a seasoned nun, a catholic 
priest with a dark past, and a young novi-
tiate (basically a nun in training), who are 
dispatched by The Vatican to investigate a 
nun’s mysterious suicide at the aforemen-
tioned Romanian monastery. In a fun bit 
of casting, the novitiate is being played by 
Taissa Farmiga (American Horror Story), 
sister of Vera. Playing the priest is Demián 
Bichir (Alien: Covenant), and playing the 
veteran nun is Charlotte Hope (Game of 
Thrones). One assumes Annabelle: Cre-
ation’s Sister Charlotte (Stephanie Sigman) 
might also make an appearance, consider-
ing her ties to the story.

THE NUN IMAGE TEASES HORRIFYING CONJURING SPINOFF

AVENGERS: In inity War and 
Deadpool 2 actor Josh Brolin 
has revealed which of his two 
huge comic book movie roles 
he preferred working on, 
and Thanos has scored the 
victory over Cable. Although 
the Mad Titan Thanos has 
been ominously lurking in 
the background of the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe since 
Joss Whedon’s irst Aveng-
ers movie, In inity War will 
inally move the character 

into focus and Josh Brolin is 
charged with bringing the 
motion-capture igure to life 
on the big screen, having 
made brief appearances in 
previous movies.

As if playing the lead an-
tagonist in one of the most 
highly anticipated movies 
of all time wasn’t enough, 
Brolin will also soon appear 
as another famous Marvel 
creation, albeit not one in the 
MCU, Deadpool 2‘s Cable. A 
typically hilarious post-cred-
its sequence in Deadpool saw 
Wade Wilson reveal that Ca-
ble, otherwise known as Na-
than Summers, would feature 
in the forthcoming sequel 
and Brolin was eventually 
revealed as the actor play-
ing him, a casting choice that 
came as a surprise to some 
due to his commitments with 
a certain shiny glove in the 
MCU franchise.

Josh Brolin has now re-
vealed which of these two 
iconic characters he pre-
ferred working on and the ac-

tor has opted for Thanos over 
Cable. Brolin claimed:

“Look, I really like doing 
Cable, and it’s practical. But I 
think if I was to have a pref-
erence, it’d be Thanos, just 
because my expectation was 
pretty low, given that I just 
thought I was a prop. And it 
was quite the opposite, hav-
ing seen enough of the mov-
ie and realized how cutting 
edge this technical process is, 
y’know? I was watching me. 
I was watching every twitch, 
every blink. I was watching 
my eyes. My actions. I was liv-
ing through my intentions. At 
the beginning, before I said 
yes, I called Mark Ruffalo and 
I said, ‘What do you think of 
this?’ He was like, ‘It’s going 
to be really uncomfortable in 
the beginning, and then you 
see the movie, and you’ll just 
be absolutely blown away by 
the stuff you were doing.’ And 

that was then. They made 
huge leaps and bounds in 
mo-cap territory since then. 
There’s nothing not authen-
tic about it.”

Brolin’s choice may come 
as somewhat of a surprise, 
given that most actors tend 
to prefer on-set, practical 
roles such as that of Cable 
as opposed to largely green-
screen, CGI/motion capture 
work that requires little time 
actually on-set. Many-a thes-
pian has spoken out previ-
ously regarding how dif icult 
it can be to act among a sea 
of green without any physi-
cal costumes, sets or fellow 
actors to use as reference 
and Brolin essentially admits 
that this was his expectation 
heading into In inity War. 
These comments perhaps 
serve as a testament to just 
how far digital performance 
capture has come in recent 

years, to the point where 
some actors actually prefer 
the process to – or at least 
would put it alongside – tra-
ditionally ilmed roles.

The fact that Brolin went 
from having “low expec-
tations” to being “blown 
away” should perhaps also 
be reassuring to any Aveng-
ers fans concerned that 
Thanos could turn out to be 
another computer-gener-
ated baddie who lacks the 
soul and personality of a 
human acting performance. 
There is a long list of comic 
book villains that have fall-
en into such a trap and, giv-
en the immense build-up to 
Infinity War, it would be tre-
mendously disappointing 
if Thanos did too. In either 
case, with Avengers: Infinity 
War and Deadpool 2 on the 
horizon, Josh Brolin is going 
to be a very busy man.

JOSH BROLIN PREFERS PLAYING
THANOS OVER CABLE

Pop star Ariana Grande has teased 
the release of her irst new music 

since the Manchester Arena attack.
The singer posted a cryptic up-

side-down tweet and three Insta-
gram posts suggesting a new single, 
No Tears Left To Cry, will be released 
on Friday.

It comes just over a month before 
the irst anniversary of the Islamist 
terror attack during Grande’s concert 
last year, in which 22 people died and 
more than 500 were injured.

Her tweet had more than 217,000 
retweets less than a day after she 
posted it on Tuesday night.

The 24-year-old star last tweet-
ed and Instagrammed on New Year’s 
Day, when she said: “See you next 
year.”

It was accompanied by an audio 
teaser of music she was working on.

On her Instagram page on Tues-
day, she posted a series of three pic-
tures which made up the words No 

Tears Left to Cry 4.20, but upside 
down.

She also tweeted a tear drop and 
the words “missed you”.

Grande became Manchester’s irst 
honorary citizen for her response to 
the bombing, after organising the One 
Love Manchester concert just two 
weeks on from the attack.

She got numerous other stars, in-
cluding Katy Perry, Justin Bieber and 
Manchester’s own Liam Gallagher, to 
sing in tribute to the victims.

The concert raised about £3m for 
the We Love Manchester Emergency 
Fund.

In the days after the attack, she 
also visited survivors in hospital.

Grande’s last album, Dangerous 
Woman, was released in May 2016.

Her manager, Scooter Braun, con-
irmed at the end of last year that she 

had been working on a new album 
which would have a more mature 
sound.

Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s last release Pad-
maavat managed hit the theatres this Jan-

uary despite facing many controversies. The 
period ilm starring Ranveer Singh, Shahid 
Kapoor Deepika Padukone turned out to be 
one of the biggest hits of the year. Since last 
few ilms of Bhansali, we have seen Ranveer 
Singh playing the lead and delivering some of 
the best performances of his career.

But as per the latest reports coming in, 
this time around Sanjay Leela Bhansali is all 
set to reunite with Hrithik Roshan. The Gu-
zaarish actor reportedly met the ace director 
for his next project, tentatively titled Prince. 
Prince is a period ilm and Bhansali is said to 
be quite excited about his project. Con irm-
ing the same, a source close to the project 
informed a magazine, “Sanjay Leela Bhansali 
had a two-hour meeting with Hrithik Roshan 
for his period ilm. The ilm is tentatively ti-
tled Prince.”

If everything works out between SLB and 
Hrithik, then it will be after 8 long years that 
the two will be collaborating for a project. 

HRITHIK ROSHAN TO 
STAR IN SANJAY LEELA 

BHANSALI’S PERIOD 
FILM PRINCE?

ARIANA GRANDE TEASES NEW 
SONG AHEAD OF MANCHESTER

ATTACK ANNIVERSARY


