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SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 23 A :

Will they, won’t they? 
Albeit late, chief min-

ister Mamata Banerjee has 
ultimately provided the 
much-needed opening for the 
Darjeeling hills to get out of 
the rut it is stuck in. The ques-
tion, would the hill parties 
grasp it?

While the people of the 
hills swing between hope 
and anxiety following the 
chief minster’s convening an 
all-party meeting on the Dar-
jeeling imbroglio on August 
29, political compulsions may 
play spoilsport to this heav-
en-sent opportunity.

The chief minister’s of-
fer for talks comes following 
an appeal from the Gorkha 
National Liberation Front 
(GNLF). How politically ac-
ceptable such an opening is to 

the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
(GJM) will determine the fate 
of the talks proposal.

Also eager for talks to 
end the impasse it has intro-
duced in the hills, the GJM 
now faces a catch-22 situa-
tion. Here is an opportunity 
to back off from its so far 
belligerent stand with digni-
ty. Squandering it would not 
be politically prudent for the 
movement is already show-
ing signs of losing momen-

tum and very worryingly of 
turning militant.

Still siding with the bandh 
advocates for a multiple of rea-
sons ranging from voluntary 
to forced, the people are turn-
ing jittery. The inconvenience 
invited by the clampdown is 
also effecting a moodswing. 
Stretching the bandh any fur-
ther when the state govern-
ment is proposing talks to end 
the stalemate could boomer-
ang on the GJM.

The GJM leadership is 
aware of all these, but cannot 
take a call on the talks pro-
posal till it receives a formal 
invitation, as attending the 
proposed talks would also 
mean accepting an arrange-
ment scripted by political ri-
vals the GNLF. The GJM quite 
clearly cannot be seen playing 
second iddle to the GNLF.

Spearheading the current 
Gorkhaland movement the 
GJM accepted the GNLF and 

other parties’ collective par-
ticipation in the movement as 
a tactical move. That by itself 
raised eyebrows for in its bid 
to project the stir as a peo-
ple’s movement; the GJM had 
unwittingly allowed the mor-
ibund GNLF to spring back to 
life.

Political alliances are mar-
riages of convenience dictated 
by situations. But, the co-exis-
tence of GJM and GNLF lags 
in recent pro-Gorkhaland po-
litical rallies and the forma-
tion of the Gorkhaland Move-
ment Co-ordination Com-
mittee (GMCC) with the GJM 
and GNLF as key constituents 
probably helped the GNLF 
more to bounce back from 
limbo than serve the GJM’s in-
tent of a strategic manoeuvre.

Now that the GNLF, de-
spite being a part of the GMCC, 
has gone solo to urge the chief 

minister for talks, the indica-
tion is quite clear - the once 
all-powerful GNLF now wants 
to come out of shadow of the 
GJM and play a prominent 
role in negotiating issues for 
the hills.

The state government 
must be mature enough to 
realize that talks on Darjeel-
ing hills sans the GJM are fu-
tile at least till now. The chief 
minster might have cited the 
GNLF’s appeal as pretext for 
the talks, but it is a safe wa-
ger that the irst mail for talks 
from Nabanna would surely 
be addressed to the GJM.

The GJM missed a similar 
opportunity a month ago by 
ignoring an all-party parley 
convened by the state govern-
ment in Siliguri. It should not 
make missing the bus a habit.

A bird in hand is after all 
worth two in the bush.

An invitation that stands between make or break

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A :

The High Court of Sik-
kim today heard the 

two writ petitions chal-
lenging the appointment of 
Parliamentary Secretaries 
by the state government 
following which it has re-
served the judgment. 

During the hearing 
today, the petitioners 
sought permission to 

confine the challenge 
to the constitutional-
ity of the Sikkim Par-
liamentary Secretaries 
(Appointment, Salaries, 
Allowances and Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act, 
2010  and other conse-
quential Notifications in 
the petition.

The petitioners also 
sought permission to 
withdraw challenge to 

the provisions of other 
Acts, namely, the Sikkim 
State Legislators’ Ap-
pointment to Different 
Authorities Act, 2006, 
Section 3A(bb) of the Sik-
kim Legislative Assem-
bly Members (Removal 
of Disquali ications) 
Amendment Act, 2006, 
and other consequential 
related Noti ications.  

“The petitioners are 

permitted to withdraw 
the challenge to the afor-
estated statutory provi-
sions reserving liberty 
to them to agitate the 
same in an appropriate 
Petition afresh, if so ad-
vised, in accordance with 
law,” the court said fol-
lowing which it heard ar-
guments on the issue on 
constitutional validity of 
the Act in question. 

After hearing the ar-
guments on the issue 
of constitutional valid-
ity of the Sikkim Par-
liamentary Secretaries 
(Appointment, Salaries, 
Allowances and Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act, 
2010 that allowed ap-
pointment of Parliamen-
tary Secretaries, the High 
Court has reserved the 
judgment.

High Court reserves judgment on
Parliamentary Secretaries case

‘Creamy 
layer’ income 
cap among 
OBCs raised 
to Rs 8L per 
annum
N  D , A  23 
(PTI): The Union cabi-
net today increased the 
‘creamy layer’ ceiling 
for the Other Backward 
Classes (OBC) category to 
Rs 8 lakh per annum from 
the existing Rs 6 lakh for 
central government jobs, 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley said here.

Brie ing reporters 
on the decisions taken 
by the Union cabinet, he 
said those in the OBC cat-
egory earning up to Rs 8 
lakh per annum would 
now get the reservation 
bene its.

Responding to a 
question, Jaitley said a 
proposal to extend the 
decision to public sector 
undertakings was under 
“active consideration” of 
the government.

The government also 
approved setting up of a 
commission to examine 
the sub categorisation of 
backward communities in 
the central list to ensure 
that the bene its extended 
to OBCs reach all the com-
munities, Union Minister 
Arun Jaitley said here.

Brie ing reporters on 
the decisions taken by 
the Union cabinet, the 
minister said as many 

RBI to issue 
Rs 200 notes: 
Fin Min
N  D , A  23 
(PTI): The government 
on Wednesday gave its 
go-ahead to the Reserve 
Bank to issue Rs 200 
notes that will ease pres-
sure on lower-denomina-
tion currency bills.

The inance ministry, 
in a noti ication, said that 
on the recommendations 
of the Central Board of 
Directors of the RBI, 
“the central government 
hereby speci ies the de-
nomination of banknotes 
of the value of two hun-
dred rupees”.

The new Rs 200 notes 
are likely to be in circula-
tion shortly.

According to sources, 
the exercise of printing 
Rs 200 denomination 
notes is being undertak-
en to further improve the 
currency situation in the 
country.

Following the demon-
etisation on November 
9 last year, the Reserve 
Bank had introduced Rs 
2,000 notes and also is-
sued a new Rs 500 notes 
with additional security 
features.

So with the introduc-
tion of Rs 200 notes, the 
problem people face due 
to high-value Rs 2,000 
notes would be taken 
care of.

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 23 A :

District Level theme-
based Folk dance 

competition was organ-
ised by SCERT in collab-
oration with DIET under 
National Population Edu-
cation Project on adoles-
cent population at Mod-
ern Senior Secondary 
School today.

The chief guest for the 
occasion was Director 
Primary Education cum 
SPD, SSA, HRDD, Bhim 
Thatal. The programme 
was also attended d by 
JD, SCERT and of icials 
from HRDD and SCERT. 
The judges were Dr. Kul-

zon Lama (School Health 
Department), Banita 
Lagun (Culture Depart-
ment) and Durga Shres-

tha (Lecturer, DIET).
The programme was 

coordinated by Ranju 
Pradhan (State Project 

Coordinator for Nation-
al Population Education 
Project) and Tshering 
Wangdi Bhutia (Dis-

trict coordinator).  Eight 
schools from East district 
participated in the com-
petition wherein the irst 
position was taken by 
Modern Senior Second-
ary School followed by 
Singtam Senior Secondary 
School in second position.

These two schools will 
be participating in a state 
level competition to be 
held on 30 Aug. The Proj-
ect Coordinator has ex-
tended her deepest grat-
itude to the chief guest, 
HRDD of icials, esteemed 
judges, teacher escorts, 
students and Modern 
School family for extend-
ing  all possible help.

Folk dance competition at Modern School

N  D , A  23 
(PTI): Two train acci-
dents in ive days had 
a fallout today with its 
minister Suresh Prabhu 
indicating he had of-
fered to quit and Railway 
Board Chairman AK Mital 
resigning with Air India 
chief Ashwani Lohani, a 
railway enginner, named 
as his successor.

Hours after the sec-
ond derailment today, 
Prabhu, 64, said he met 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi taking “full moral 
responsibility” for the 
back-to-back accidents 
that triggered calls for 
his resignation from the 
Congress. Prabhu said the 
prime minister had asked 
him to “wait”, suggesting 
he had offered to quit.

Thirteen coaches of 
the Kalinga Utkal Ex-
press derailed in Khatau-
li in Uttar Pradesh on Au-
gust 19 killing 22 people 
and injuring 156 while 
10 coaches of Kai iyat 
Express train derailed 
in UP’s Auraiya district 
today after crashing into 
a dumper which strayed 
onto the tracks. Police 
said about 100 passen-
gers were wounded in 
today’s derailment.

Prabhu met the prime 
minister after a meeting 
of the Cabinet today and 
left the city soon after, his 
staff told PTI.

“I met the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi taking full mor-
al responsibility,” Pra-
bhu said in a tweet. The 
prime minister, he added, 
had asked him to wait.

Union Defence and 

Finance minister Arun 
Jaitley when asked for 
his reaction said the 
prime minister will take 
a decision on whatev-
er “request” the railway 
minister has made.

In a series of emotion-
al tweets, Prabhu said he 
was “extremely pained” 
by the two derailments 
in Uttar Pradesh.

“In less than three 
years as Minister, I have 
devoted my blood and 
sweat for the betterment 
of the Railways. Under 
leadership of PM, tried 
to overcome decades of 
neglect through system-
ic reforms in all areas 
leading to unprecedent-
ed investment and mile-
stones,” he said.

“New India envi-
sioned by PM deserves 
a Railways which is ef-
icient and modern. I 

promise that is the path, 
on which Rlys is pro-
gressing now. I am ex-
tremely pained by the 
unfortunate accidents, 
injuries to passengers 
and loss of precious lives. 
It has caused me deep 
anguish.”

Later in the day, a 
train collided with a lor-
ry at an unmanned rail 
crossing in Villupuram, 
Tamil Nadu. Railway of i-
cials in Delhi described it 
as a “minor incident”.

“This responsibili-
ty business will not do. 
Either prime minister 
should sack the minister 
or he should accept his 
resignation,” Congress’ 
chief spokesperson Ran-
deep Surjewala told re-

Rail accidents fallout,
Prabhu indicates offer to

quit, CRB resigns

L , 23 A : England’s re-
cord goalscorer Wayne Rooney 
has announced his retirement 
from international football.

The Everton striker, 31, won 
119 caps, putting him second 
only to Peter Shilton, and scored 
53 goals since making his debut 
in February 2003, breaking Bob-
by Charlton’s national record of 
49 in September 2015.

Rooney was permanent En-
gland captain since replacing 
Steven Gerrard in the role after 
the 2014 World Cup.

He last played for his coun-
try against Scotland in Novem-
ber 2016 and had not scored for 
the national side since his strike 
against Iceland as England 
crashed out of Euro 2016 at the 

last-16 stage.
Rooney had been tipped for 

a recall after scoring twice in his 
irst two Premier League games 

– taking his top- light tally to 
200 – since returning to Everton 
from Manchester United.

But he has decided to turn 
that opportunity down and fo-
cus on his club career in a deci-
sion that comes less than a year 
before the 2018 World Cup in 
Russia, which was expected to 
be his swansong.

Rooney’s statement read: “It 
was great that Gareth Southgate 
called me this week to tell me he 
wanted me back in the England 
squad for the upcoming match-
es. I really appreciated that.

“However, having already 
thought long and hard, I told Ga-
reth that I had now decided to 
retire for good from internation-
al football. It is a really tough de-
cision and one I have discussed 
with my family, my manager at 
Everton and those closest to me.

“Playing for England has al-
ways been special to me. Every 
time I was selected as a player or 
captain was a real privilege and I 
thank everyone who helped me. 
But I believe now is the time to 

Rooney retires from England international duty

turn to pg06
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A :

District Collector 
South along with 

the district department 
heads today visited 
Mamley-Kamrang Gram 
Panchayat Unit under 
District Administration’s 
Adopted Village (DAAV) 
to assess the progress of 
ongoing projects in the 
GPU, a press release from 
the South District Collec-
tor’s of ice informs. 

The DC was accom-
panied by Sub Engineer 
(Roads), Deputy Director 
(Human Resource De-
velopment Department), 
Sub Divisional Magistrate 
(HQ), District Forest Of i-
cer, Divisional Engineer 
(Power), Block Develop-
ment Of icer (Namchi), 
Child Development Proj-
ect Of icer (CDPO) and 
Panchayats of GPU. 

In a meeting called by 
the DC with the HoDs and 
the Panchayat members of 

the GPU at the Gram Pra-
shashan Kendra various 

issues were discussed like 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sa-

dak Yojana (PMGSY) and 
Disaster Management. 

The team also visited the 
schools, Integrated Child 
Development Services 
(ICDS) centers, Disaster 
Control Rooms, Primary 
Health Centers and the 
police station of the GPU. 

Regarding the damage 
of water supply lines due 
to the ongoing road con-
struction works under the 
PMGSY, the DC directed SE 
(Roads) and contractors 
to ensure the protection of 
water supply lines while 
constructing roads and 
bridges in the GPU. The 
DC also urged the public 
to inform the administra-
tion about faulty power 
lines and damaged water 
pipes in the GPU from the 
construction. 

Ex-gratia for crop 
and land damages was 
also disbursed by the DC. 
Disaster management 
equipments were also 
handed over to Pancha-

yats to set up a model di-
saster control room. 

The team then visit-
ed Mamley Junior High 
School and assessed the 
ongoing works. The in-
spection team was satis-
ied by the maintenance 

works done by the School 
Managing Committee 
and the students. Howev-
er, the DC requested the 
staff members to conduct 
regular remedial classes. 
Dustbins were also dis-
tributed to the school by 
the visiting team. 

The team then visit-
ed Mamley PHSC, ICDS 
centers in Mamley and 
Kitchudumra, Govern-
ment Industrial Train-
ing Institute, Kamrang 
and Nangdang Primary 
School. The team directed 
the Block administrative 
members to inish the 
pending works and work 
together, reads the release. 

DC South and HoDs visit Mamley-Kamrang GPU

N , 23 A  (IPR): A daylong 
awareness and sensitization pro-
gram on Students Against Abuse 
& Traf icking (SAAT) and Mission 
Jyoti organized by District Child 
Protection Unit (DCPU), Integrated 
Child Protection Services (ICPS), 
Social Justice Empowerment 
&Welfare Department in collabo-
ration with South District Police 
Department was held at Kamrang 
Secondary School today.

The event was attended by 
Senior Superintendent of Police 
South, Pratap Pradhan, Addition-
al Senior Superintendent (South), 
Linda Palmo and DCPO South/
West, Roshnila Gurung alongside 
police personnel, District Child 
Protection Unit and school staff 
and students of Kamrang Senior 
Secondary School.

Addressing the gathering, Sr SP 
Pratap Pradhan described the Mis-
sion Jyoti programme as a catalyst 
for positive change which works to-
wards eradication of drug abuse, sui-
cides and child abuse in our society. 

Further, he underlined the dire 

need of a robust mechanism that 
helps the youth of our state who 
are grappling with such issues and 
urged the students to adopt a more 
positive outlook towards life.

District Child Protection Of icer, 
ICPS South & West, Roshnila Gu-
rung, also the resource person in 
the event spoke in detail about ICPS 
with regard to Protection Of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offenses Act, 2012. 

Raising concern over the high-
er-than-average increasing crime 
rate against children in our coun-
try and state today, she provided 
various case studies of child abuse 
and the provisions available for 
the aid and rehabilitation of chil-
dren in distress. 

The DCPO also informed the 
gathering about Childline 1-0-9-8 
Service which is a 24 hour toll-free 
tele-helpline for suffering children 
and advised the children to report 
cases of child abuse, child labor 
and sexual offenses if they or their 
acquaintances have been victims 
of such crimes.

The resource person for the 

day’s event Assistant Superinten-
dent of Police (Namchi), Linda 
Palmo elucidated the aims and 
objectives of Mission Jyoti through 
a PowerPoint presentation in 
which she spoke about how the 
programme is a irst of its kind 
initiative undertaken by the South 
District Police Department to gen-
erate ample awareness along with 
campaigning on Child Abuse, Drug 
Abuse and Suicide. She also an-
nounced the establishment of one 
of its kind ‘Child Friendly Unit’ in 
Namchi Police Station to provide 
a comfortable environment for 
victims of child abuse visiting the 
police station.

The program also saw the 
handing over of a Jyoti Complaint 
Box which will henceforth be in-
stalled in the school to take note 
and resolve cases of crimes against 
children. Alongside, monetary 
support was also handed over to 
the school authorities by the DCPO 
(S/W) for conducting awareness 
programmes in local communities 
by students of SAAT club.

Sensitization program on SAAT and
Mission Jyoti at Kamrang

2ND PHASE OF AADHAAR ENROLMENT HELD AT SINGTAM
S , 23 A : The second phase of Aadhaar enrolment for minors, 
starting from newborn babies to those less than ive years old, was held 
here at the Community Hall of Singtam Nagar Panchayat today. More than 
100 children registered in the second phase of the enrolment camp. The 
third phase will be conducted on 25 Aug at the Community Hall of SNP.

YOGEN THATAL

SDF 
convenes 
meeting on 
upcoming 
Panchayat 
polls
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A : Sik-
kim Democratic Front 
party convened an ‘im-
portant meeting’ for East 
and North Districts here 
at the party head-of ice 
on Tuesday. The meeting, 
which was held on the 
direction of the SDF par-
ty president, was chaired 
by the party vice-pres-
ident [administration], 
SK Pradhan.

The meeting was 
attended by the party 
vice-president in-charge 
of both districts, Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly 
Deputy Speaker, Min-
isters, MLAs, District 
Working Committee 
presidents, Central Com-
mittee general secretar-
ies and party workers.

Speaking on the ob-
jective and importance 
of the meeting, SDF Pan-
chayat cell president, Ga-
nesh Rai explained the 
details of the committees 
constituted by the party 
for Panchayat Election 
2017. He explained that 
SDF party has been con-
ducting the Panchayat 
elections in a democratic 
and impartial manner in 
the State and started the 
historic party-wise Pan-
chayat election to ensure 
the people’s participa-
tion in the State building 
process.

SDF vice-president 
in-charge, DB Thapa and 
Hishey Lachungpa also 
addressed the meeting.

In his address, 
vice-president [admin-
istration], Mr Pradhan 
stated that Panchayats 
should work as per the 
policies, principles, vi-
sion and programme 
of the party and should 
work in the interest of 
the people.

The meeting was 
conducted by the secre-
tary [administration], 
Amos R Lepcha and had 
earlier started with the 
welcome address by gen-
eral secretary in-charge, 
Am Prasad Sharma. The 
meeting concluded with 
the presentation of vote 
of thanks by East District 
general secretary, Dev 
Gurung.

The party has also 
decided to conduct sim-
ilar meetings for South 
District on 25 Aug and 
for West District on 31 
Aug. 

porters.
Soon after Prabhu’s 

tweet about meeting 
the prime minister, the 
government announced 
the appointment of Lo-
hani, who is Air India’s 
Chairman and Managing 
Director, as Chairman of 
the Railway Board, suc-
ceeding Mital.

According to sources, 
Mital submitted his res-
ignation to Prabhu last 
evening and it was ac-
cepted today morning.

“Necessary commu-
nication in this regard 

has been sent to the Min-
istry of Railways,” said 
the announcement by 
the Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet.

An of icer of the rail-
way mechanical service 
who had earlier served 
as the divisional railway 
manager in Delhi, Lohani 
was also the India Tour-
ism Development Cor-
poration chairman and 
headed the Rail Museum 
in the Capital.

A 1980 batch of icer 
of the railways’ mechan-
ical service, Lohani has 
the 2007 Limca National 

Record for the four en-
gineering degrees which 
he completed between 
1977-1999 from Institute 
of Engineers, Kolkata.

He successfully pi-
loted the nomination of 
the Darjeeling Himalayan 
Railway as a UNESCO 
world heritage site. He 
was decorated with the 
railway national award 
for outstanding perfor-
mance in 1996.

He also set a Guinness 
World Record in 1998 for 
running the oldest work-
ing steam locomotive in 
the world.

Rail accidents fallout, Prabhu...
Contd from pg01
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

24 Aug
Temp: 28°C /17°C
Forecast: Periods of 
clouds and sun with  
thundershower.
Sunrise: 05:10 AM
Sunset: 06:05 PM

SIKKIM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT
NAMNANG, GANGTOK 

Ref.No 164/ADMN/SLAS                Dated: 22/08/17
NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION

Sealed quotation is invited from reputed fi rm/publishing house/ publisher of books for 
bringing out compendium on the Hon’ble Members of the Second Assembly of Sikkim.
Job descriptions are as follow:
1. The Job requires extensive research on the life of the former Members of the Sec-

ond Assembly to be collected from their respective home town/constituencies.
2. Writing and editing.
3. Designing and printing of 300 Nos. of compendium.
4. Size of the book should be 9”x9” containing approximately 150 to 200 pages.
5. Paper quality should be 170 GSM fi ne art paper 4 colour printing with CTP.
6. Cover should be 250 GSM hard paper. Colour printing with lamination with jacket.
7. Hardboard Gel binding with sewing hard board cover.
8. Delivery with 60 days from the date of receipt of the job order.
9. Party must quote rates inclusive of all taxes applicable.
Terms and conditions:
a. The party submitting the quotation must have good experience in the similar 

fi eld of work. 
b. The party must submit a copy of the similar type of work undertaken by them.
c. The authority in the Sikkim Legislative Assembly reserves the full right to ac-

cept or reject any or all quotation without assigning any reason thereof and 
award the job to any quotationer found competent to do job.
Sealed quotation should reach the offi  ce of the Under Secretary (Admin) 

Sikkim Legislative Assembly Secretariat, Namnang, Gangtok on or before 15th 
September 2017 which shall be opened on the same day at 3:30 PM by the com-
mittee in presence of quotationer/representative.

Sd/-
UNDER SECRETARY (ADMN)

SIKKIM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT.
R.O. No. 259/ipr/pub/classi./17-18 Dt. 22.8.2017.

as 11 states, including 
Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Jharkhand, West 
Bengal and the Jammu 
region in Jammu and 
Kashmir already have 
such categorisation in 
state government jobs.

There is no sub cate-
gorisation in the central 
list. The proposed com-
mission will examine the 
extent of inequitable dis-
tribution of bene its of 
reservation among caste 
and communities, includ-
ing the broad categories 
of OBCs included in the 
central list.

It will submit its re-
port in 12 weeks from 
the day it is set up.

Contd from pg01

‘Creamy 
layer’ income 
cap among 
OBCs...

The Reserve Bank 
has also introduced a 
new luorescent blue Rs 
50 banknotes bearing 
the motif of ‘Hampi with 
Chariot’ that depicts In-
dia’s cultural heritage.

In a surprise an-
nouncement, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi had 
in November last year 
announced scrapping of 
old notes of Rs 1,000 and 
Rs 500 notes, wiping out 
over 86 per cent of the 
cash in circulation.

The move was aimed 
at checking black mon-
ey, counterfeit notes and 
terror inancing.

RBI to issue 
Rs 200 notes: 
Fin Min
Contd from pg01

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 23 A :

The maintenance of trees and 
shrubs planted for beauti i-

cation along MG Marg and New 
Market area has started today. 

These areas fall under the super-
vision of Urban Development & 
Housing Department and Gang-
tok Municipal Corporation.

The staff members from the 
concerned departments have 

been deployed for trimming and 
maintaining the trees planted 
here, the need for which even 
the general public had been ex-
pressing.

MG Marg and New Market 

areas are hotspots for tourists 
and as such, regular mainte-
nance and beauti ication work 
conducted here is necessary so 
as to keep alive the spirit of a 
Clean & Green State.

Trees and shrubs on MG Marg get a trim
Sikkim 
Manipal 
University 
gets new VC
G , 23 A : Lieu-
tenant General [Dr] MD 
Venkatesh, Vishisht Sewa 
Medal, has taken charge 
as the new Vice Chan-
cellor of Sikkim Manipal 
University from 01 July, 
2017.

An SMU press release 
informs that Lt Gen Ven-
katesh graduated from 
Mysore Government 
Medical College in 1978 
and was commissioned 
in Army Medical Corps 
in Aug 1979. He acquired 
his Post Graduate quali-
ication of Master of Sur-

gery [Ear, Nose, Throat] 
from Mumbai University 
in 1986.

He has undergone 
training in Cochlear Im-
plantation and Neurotol-
ogy in India and abroad 
and is among the earliest 
Cochlear implant sur-
geons of the country. 

REBYNA RANA
G , 23 A :

A day long promotion-
al programme of Ka-

ziranga University, Jorhat 
[Assam], was held today 
at the auditorium hall of 
Social Justice, Empow-
erment and Welfare De-
partment in Lumsey.

The main purpose 
of conducting the pro-
gramme was to intro-
duce the University to 
the people of Sikkim.

The visiting team 
from Kaziranga Univer-
sity included Pro Chan-
cellor of the University, 
BK Khaitan, along with 
his wife, Brand Ambassa-
dor, T Romeo Hmar, and 

Deputy Director, Bobby 
Roy. Former SLA MP, CB 
Subba, attended the pro-
gramme today as chief 
guest on behalf of Parlia-
mentary Secretary [HRD-
D]-cum-MLA, Shyam 
Pradhan who could not 
attend the programme.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Pro Chancellor, Mr 
Khaitan, said, “Sikkim 
and NE students deserve 
to get world class edu-
cation at higher level of 
studies. Our University 
provides this opportu-
nity in addition to being 
much safer and closer to 
Sikkim. There’s zero per-
centage ragging in our 
University. Every student 

is treated like a family 
member and no student 
is discriminated.”

Chief guest Mr Subba 
congratulated the entire 
team of Kaziranga Uni-
versity for their initiative 
to bring a higher plat-
form in education for the 
students of the State.

Brand Ambassador, 
Mr Hmar, in his address, 
said, “It is our duty to 
guide children and help 
them choose the right 
path. It is for the welfare 
of our North East stu-
dents that the University 
has been doing its best 
to cater best facilities. 
Today’s event is just an 
introductory phase. Next 

year, probably in the 
month of January, we will 
be organizing a similar 
programme inviting stu-
dents of Sikkim at large.”

Likewise, Deputy Di-
rector, Mr Roy, informed 
that the University con-
sists of a great faculty 
from North East, Pune, 
Kolkata and Delhi.

“Our University is the 
irst in the country to 

have a live robot machine 
workshop,” he added.

It may be mentioned 
here, Kaziranga Universi-
ty is the third private Uni-
versity in Assam which 
had been established in 
the year 2012. 

Promotional programme by Kaziranga
University team at Lumsey

N  D , A  23 
(PTI): The government 
today decided to set up 
an Alternative Mecha-
nism to oversee the pro-
posals for consolidation 
of public sector banks 
(PSBs) with a view to 
creating fewer but stron-
ger lenders.

The Alternative Mech-
anism will be decided by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said after the 
Union Cabinet meeting.

The Cabinet gave 
in-principle nod to the 
constitution of the mech-
anism which will clear 
proposals of banks for 
mergers and amalgama-
tion, he said.

The government aims 

to create strong and com-
petitive banks in public 
sector space to meet the 
credit needs of the grow-
ing economy, absorb 
shocks and have the ca-
pacity to raise resources 
without depending on the 
state exchequer, he said.

The decision regard-
ing creating strong and 
competitive banks would 
be solely based on com-
mercial considerations, 
he added.

After the in-principle 
approval, Jaitley said, the 
banks will take steps in 
accordance with law and 
Sebi’s requirements.

The inal scheme will 
be noti ied by the central 
government in consultation 
with the Reserve Bank.

Govt to set up Alternative
Mechanism for banks’ 

consolidation

N  D , A  23 
(PTI): A presidential re-
treat on the lines of Shim-
la and Hyderabad may 
come up in the Northeast 
with Assam Chief Minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal 
today urging the PMO to 
do the needful for set-
ting up such a residence 
for the irst citizen of the 
country in the region.

The issue was dis-
cussed when Sonow-
al had a meeting with 
Nripendra Mishra, prin-
cipal secretary to the 
Prime Minister, here.

“Setting up of the 
President of India retreat 
centre in Assam was also 
discussed in the meet-
ing,” a statement issued 
by the state government 
said.

The chief minister 
said the retreat symbo-
lises unity of the country, 
its diverse cultures and 
people.

Sonowal had already 
discussed the issue with 
President Ram Nath Kov-
ind when he called on 
him last fortnight.

The chief minister 
earlier said a presidential 
retreat in the Northeast, 
besides the existing ones 

in the North and South, 
will symbolise the unity 
of the country apart from 
signifying the unity of the 
diverse cultures and peo-
ple of the country.

At present, there are 
two presidential retreats 
the Retreat Building in 
Shimla, and Rashtrapati 
Nilayam in Hyderabad 
where the president 
moves in, at least once 
a year, and is seen as an 
extension of Rashtrapati 
Bhavan.

The retreat build-
ing in Shimla is locat-
ed on the hilltop of the 
Mashobra. The building 
was taken over during 
1895 by the British 
Viceroy.

A thousand feet 
higher than the Shimla 
ridge top, the retreat is 
located in a picturesque 
surrounding. The archi-

tectural pattern and the 
natural beauty of the 
place have made the re-
treat a tourist attraction 
in Shimla.

A key feature of this 
building is that it is pure-
ly a wooden structure 
with ‘Dajji Wall’ con-
struction.

The Rashtrapati 
Nilayam building in Hy-
derabad was taken over 
from the Nizam of Hyder-
abad after India attained 
independence and hand-
ed over to the President’s 
secretariat.

Constructed during 
1860, this building has 
a total land area of 90 
acres. A single storied 
building, it has in its 
premises 11 rooms. It 
also has a dining hall, 
cinema hall, Darbar hall, 
morning room, and din-
ing room.

Sonowal requests PMO to set
up presidential retreat in NE

www.summittimes.comnews@summittimes.com 
advertise@summittimes.com
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Keeping Children Safe
The rash of POCSO Act cases should have 

attracted wider social engagement

Readers would have noticed the unnerving frequen-
cy with which reports have been arriving about 

sexual offences being perpetrated on minors. That 
said, it also needs to be recognized that it is not as if 
sexual predators who prey on the young have sudden-
ly been unleashed on Sikkim. It is more likely that now 
that there is a speci ic law – Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences Act – to charge such offenders, 
the statistic is standing out more prominently now. 
It is also possible that more of such cases are getting 
reported to the police than earlier when they would 
either not be noticed at all or would  be ignored or, 
worse still, settled. Readers would have also noticed 
that in several instances, it has been the teachers who 
have noticed the crime, rescued the child and report-
ed the offence, and the society needs to collectively 
thank such teachers for looking out so earnestly for 
the young and for getting involved in their care beyond 
the con ines of the classrooms. One needs to look at 
options of strengthening the hands of teachers more 
in handling such situations and offering them more 
awareness sessions and training on how to handle 
such traumatic situations. It is also necessary now 
to establish a more robust counselor-role/ post in 
schools across the state so that stronger defenses by 
way of proper awareness and counseling are provided 
to the young. With the right training, inspiration and 
support, these counselors can also become the irst 
responders to best care for victims and their families. 
Yes, we have child protection of icers now, but a teach-
er at the school, because s/he has been with the chil-
dren and their families for longer, enjoys more trust 
which is essential in situations like these. 

It is also important for all those responsible for the 
care and protection of children to realize that most of-
ten – in up to 90% of the cases - sexual predators are 
people kids know; very often they are family members 
or people who have weaseled themselves close to the 
family to a level that others do not think twice before 
leaving children unattended around them. Uneasy and 
disturbing though it may be, accept that all children, 
including yours, are at risk primarily because society 
has preferred to look the other way when victims have 
been minors and the perpetrators someone with in lu-
ence (within the family or in the society at large). This 
needs to change, and can happen only if a child’s safety 
is put irst – above everything else. One should not be 
required to spell it out, but given that too many prefer 
to ignore this responsibility, here we underline it again 
– the safety and self-esteem of a child are more im-
portant than anyone’s embarrassment, inconvenience, 
or offense. Every time a child molester is allowed to 
get away without a police case, those who “arranged” 
the compromise become complicit to the molestation 
or worse of the next victim. That is how this crime and 
culpability need to be projected for children to be kept 
safer. There is a lot more that we can do as families 
and a society to look out better for our children, but 
that can be easily googled. What is important is for 
everyone to realize that too many children are falling 
in harms’ way for this to be left as a law & order sit-
uation. Societal involvement needs to be brought in, 
wider awareness generated and with that, stronger 
protections erected to keep the children safe.

WENDY DONIGER
theconversation.com

Just this past June, at a national meeting of var-
ious Hindu organizations in India, a popular 

preacher, Sadhvi Saraswati, suggested that those 
who consumed beef should be publicly hanged. 
Later, at the same conclave, an animal rights ac-
tivist, Chetan Sharma, said, “Cow is also the rea-
son for global warming. When she is slaughtered, 
something called EPW is released, which is directly 
responsible for global warming. It’s what is called 
emotional pain waves.”

These provocative remarks come at a time 
when vigilante Hindu groups in India are lynching 
people for eating beef. Such killings have increased 
since Narendra Modi and his right-wing Bharatiya 
Janata party came to power in September 2014. In 
September 2015, a 50-year-old Muslim man, Mo-
hammad Akhlaq, was lynched by a mob in a village 
near New Delhi on suspicion that he had consumed 
beef. Since then, many attacks by cow vigilante 
groups have followed. Modi’s government has also 
prohibited the slaughter of buffalo, thus destroying 
the Muslim-dominated buffalo meat industry and 
causing widespread economic hardship.

Most people seem to assume that no Hindu has 
ever consumed beef. But is this true?

As a scholar studying Sanskrit and ancient Indi-
an religion for over 50 years, I know of many texts 
that offer a clear answer to this question.

COWS IN ANCIENT INDIAN HISTORY
Scholars have known for centuries that the ancient 
Indians ate beef. After the fourth century B.C., when 
the practice of vegetarianism spread throughout 
India among Buddhists, Jains and Hindus, many 
Hindus continued to eat beef.

In the time of the oldest Hindu sacred text, the 
Rig Veda (c. 1500 B.C.), cow meat was consumed. 
Like most cattle-breeding cultures, the Vedic Indians 
generally ate the castrated steers, but they would 
eat the female of the species during rituals or when 
welcoming a guest or a person of high status.

Ancient ritual texts known as Brahmanas (c. 
900 B.C.) and other texts that taught religious duty 
(dharma), from the third century B.C., say that a 
bull or cow should be killed to be eaten when a 
guest arrives.

According to these texts, “the cow is food.” Even 
when one passage in the “Shatapatha Brahmana” 
(3.1.2.21) forbids the eating of either cow or bull, a 
revered ancient Hindu sage named Yajnavalkya im-
mediately contradicts it, saying that, nevertheless, 
he eats the meat of both cow and bull, “as long as 
it’s tender.” 

It was the Sanskrit epic, the Mahabharata (com-
posed between 300 B.C. and A.D. 300) that ex-
plained the transition to the non eating of cows in 
a famous myth:

“Once, when there was a great famine, King 
Prithu took up his bow and arrow and pursued 
the Earth to force her to yield nourishment for his 
people. The Earth assumed the form of a cow and 
begged him to spare her life; she then allowed him 
to milk her for all that the people needed.”

This myth imagines a transition from hunting 
wild cattle to preserving their lives, domesticating 
them, and breeding them for milk, a transition to 
agriculture and pastoral life. It visualizes the cow 
as the paradigmatic animal that yields food with-
out being killed.

BEEF-EATING AND CASTE
Some dharma texts composed in this same period 
insist that cows should not be eaten. Some Hindus 
who did eat meat made a special exception and did 
not eat the meat of cow. Such people may have re-
garded beef-eating in the light of what the historian 
Romila Thapar describes as a “matter of status” – 
the higher the caste, the greater the food restric-
tions. Various religious sanctions were used to 
impose prohibition on beef eating, but, as Thapar 
demonstrates, “only among the upper castes.”

As I see it, the arguments against eating cows 
are a combination of a symbolic argument about 
female purity and docility (symbolized by the cow 
who generously gives her milk to her calf), a reli-
gious argument about Brahmin sanctity (as Brah-
mins came increasingly to be identi ied with cows 
and to be paid by donations of cows) and a way for 
castes to rise in social ranking.

Sociologist MN Srinivas pointed out that the 
lower castes gave up beef when they wanted to 
move up the social ladder through the process 
known as “Sanskritization.” 

By the 19th century, the cow-protection move-
ment had arisen. One of the implicit objects of this 
movement was the oppression of Muslims.

Famously, Gandhi attempted to make vegetar-
ianism, particularly the taboo against eating beef, 
a central tenet of Hinduism. Gandhi’s attitude to 
cows was tied to his idea of nonviolence.

He used the image of the Earth cow (the one 
that King Prithu milked) as a kind of Mother Earth, 
to symbolize his imagined Indian nation. His insis-
tence on cow protection was a major factor in his 
failure to attract large-scale Muslim support.

Yet even Gandhi never called for the banning of 
cow slaughter in India. He said, “How can I force 
anyone not to slaughter cows unless he is himself 

so disposed? It is not as if there were only Hindus 
in the Indian Union. There are Muslims, Parsis, 
Christians and other religious groups here.”

TODAY’S INDIA
From my perspective, in our day, the nationalist and 
fundamentalist “Hindutva” (“Hindu-ness”) move-
ment is attempting to use this notion of the sanc-
tity of the cow to disenfranchise Muslims. And it is 
not only the beef-eating Muslims (and Christians) 
who are the target of Hindutva’s hate brigade. Low-
er-caste Hindus are also being attacked. Attacks of 
this type are not new. This has been going on since 
Hindutva began in 1923. And indeed, in 2002, in a 
north Indian town, ive lower-caste Hindus were 
lynched for skinning a cow.

But, as local analysis shows, the violence has 
greatly increased under the Modi government. In-
diaSpend, a data journalism initiative, found that 
“Muslims were the target of 51 percent of violence 
centered on bovine issues over nearly eight years 
(2010 to 2017) and comprised 86 percent of 28 In-
dians killed in 63 incidents… As many of 97 percent 
of these attacks were reported after Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s government came to power in 
May 2014.”

In 2015, in the western Indian state of Gujarat, 
lower-caste Hindus were logged for skinning a 
dead cow, triggering spontaneous street protests 
and contributing to the resignation of the state’s 
chief minister.

As these and so many other recent attacks 
demonstrate, cows – innocent, docile animals – 
have become in India a lightning rod for human 
cruelty, in the name of religion.

[the writer is Distinguished Ser-
vice Professor of the History of Re-

ligions, University of Chicago]

MILENA PAVLOVA
theconversation.com

European societies are ageing. In 1950, only 12% of 
the European population was over age 65. Today 

the share has already doubled, and projections show 
that in 2050 over 36% of Europe’s population will be 
65-plus years old.

The culprits are fertility rates and longevity. In the 
past, a woman in Europe had on average more than 
two children. Since 2000, the fertility rate has fallen 
below that threshold. Europeans are also living lon-
ger now: 78 years on average, up from 66 years in the 
1950s.

Prolonged human life is a sign of Europe’s pros-
perity, but combined with the region’s low fertility 
rate it is also creating an array of social and inancial 
problems for the continent.

Perhaps most critical is the fact that the share of 
working people who can provide care to the older 
persons is shrinking, even as the number of people 
needing care grows.

This imbalance between demand and supply, 
which leads to shortages in nurses and other pro-
fessional care providers, is already challenging the 
fast-ageing countries of Germany, Finland and the 
United Kingdom.

The increased demand for care will also require 
signi icant inancial resources. In 2014, OECD coun-
tries were spending on average 1.4% of GDP on long-
term care, but these costs are projected to rise sub-
stantially through, reaching 6,4% by 2060.

Public spending on long-term care is highest in 
the Netherlands and Scandinavian countries (where 
it costs 3% to 4% of GDP) and lowest in Central and 
Eastern Europe. In Poland, Hungary and Estonia, less 
than 1% of GDP is spent on long-term care.

This difference in expenditures re lects not only 
the share of the population that’s ageing but also the 

diversity of long-term care systems in Europe. The 
Netherlands and Scandinavian countries, for example, 
have well-developed systems of formal care for older 
persons, which offer a broad range of government and 
private-sector services at home or in institutions.

In Central and Eastern European countries, on 
the other hand, elderly care is largely seen as the 
responsibility of families. In these countries, as in 
Mediterranean countries, an elderly person who 
needs daily care for a 
lengthy period of time will 
most likely move in with 
children or relatives, who 
provide social support and 
arrange medical assistance 
when needed.

This informal care sys-
tem is facing new challeng-
es in the modern era, too. 
Women, who around the 
globe have traditionally 
played the family caretaker 
role, are increasingly work-
ing outside of the home, further reducing the number 
of family members available to provide informal care 
for older persons. 

INFORMAL CARE CHALLENGES
Even as they seek to grow their stable of professional 
long-term care providers, countries are endeavouring 
to make informal family-based care – which is be-
lieved to be more bene icial for older people and exert 
a lower social cost – more feasible.

In Germany, unpaid caregivers have the option 
to reduce their working hours with a medium-term 
paid-leave bene it. In the Czech Republic and Ireland, 
there are tax exemptions for informal care givers to 
compensate for their efforts.

This type of support will continue to play an im-

portant role in both Western and Eastern European 
countries. But it also raises questions about quality 
control. How do countries know that their elderly are 
being given adequate care? And who monitors their 
well-being?

Informal caregivers, such as family members and 
neighbours, generally do not have specialised train-
ing, which means that overall they lack skills and 
knowledge about recognising symptoms and thus, 

about the type of health-
care needed.

As the designated pro-
tectors of individual rights 
and social values, govern-
ments still have the obli-
gation to monitor informal 
care provision and ensure 
that its elderly citizens are 
in good hands. Establishing 
quality-monitoring mecha-
nisms in informal care is it-
self a formidable challenge.

Today’s seniors are not 
passive in this process. Widespread digitisation of so-
ciety and higher tech-savviness has given older peo-
ple better access to information, which may increase 
their expectations for the quality and type of care they 
should receive.

FINDING NEW LONG-TERM CARE SYSTEMS
Across Europe, from the wealthy west to the develop-
ing east, there are always competing demands for pub-
lic resources. Any money spent on growing long-term 
elder care systems could also be used to meet other 
pressing social needs – launching new public-health 
or environmental programmes, for example.

In Western Europe, where extensive care struc-
tures are already in place, their increasingly hefty 
price tags will make them dif icult to sustain in com-

ing years as the population in need continues to bal-
loon.

Eastern European countries face a different policy 
dilemma: providing care for elderly relatives takes a 
considerable toll on family members, and public re-
sources for creating nursing homes and elderly hous-
es remain scarce.

At present, as each country begins to ponder 
a future in which its population is working less but 
needing more, it is still unclear whether their paths 
forward will converge. Europe could respond to its di-
vergent but shared problem with a uni ied response, 
perhaps via the European Commission, which exe-
cutes all European Union programming.

To date, the Commission has begun stimulating 
cross-country collaboration on elderly care with such 
supranational platforms as the European Innovation 
Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing, a portal 
that helps institutions, professionals and researchers 
in the healthcare and ageing ield to ind training re-
sources, best practices, care models and the like.

This is a relatively small step towards grappling 
with a region-wide social problem. But one immedi-
ate hurdle to working together on care for the elderly 
is the fact that the European Commission has no man-
date over healthcare; every EU member state is free to 
decide how to arrange its own healthcare provision.

In the past, the EU has responded to the need for 
coordinating similar national issues such as agricul-
ture, for example, by de ining subsidies, regulations 
and investments for EU countries.

A similarly, common European ageing programme 
based on the commitment and initiative of individual 
countries could work too, helping each EU member 
state construct a context-speci ic care system that 
bene its both their oldest citizens and society at large. 

[the writer is Associate Professor of 
Health Economics, Maastricht University]

Europe is going grey: can EU countries work together to care for their elderly?

Hinduism and its complicated history with
cows (and people who eat them)

King Prithu chasing Prithvi, who is in the form of a cow
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SIKKIM STATE TEACHRS’ RECRUITMENT BOARD

UPPER SYARI, GANGTOK
No:19/SSTRB/17         Dated:22/08/2017

NOTICE
Applica  ons are invited from the local eligible candidates for fi lling up of 233 (Two Hundred Thirty-Three) posts for 

diff erent language Teachers under HRDD through Direct Recruitment.
1. The eligibility Criteria & Educa  onal qualifi ca  on are as under

Sl. 
No

Name of Post No of 
Post

Qualifi ca  on Age limit Pay in the Pay 
Band

01. (A). Post Graduate Teach-
er Bhu  a Language
(B) Post Graduate Teach-
er Lepcha Language
(C) Post Graduate Teach-
er Limboo Language

08

13

13

Master Degree from a recog-
nized University with minimum 
50% marks (45% for reserved 
category) and concerned lan-
guage as Elec  ve/MIL/Honours 
in Secondary, Senior Secondary 
& Gradua  on Level.

Should have 
a  ended the 
age of 21 years 
and should not 
be more than 40 
years of age as on 
31/07/2017

Pay Band II of 
Rs.9300-34800 
+ Grade Pay of 
Rs.5000/-

02. A). Graduate Teacher 
Bhu  a Language
(B) Graduate Teacher 
Lepcha Language
(C)  Graduate Teacher 
Limboo Language

05

18

08

B.A./B.Sc Degree from a recog-
nized University with minimum 
50% marks(45% for reserved 
category) and concerned lan-
guage as Elec  ve/MIL/Honours 
in Secondary Sr. Secondary & 
Gradua  on level.

Should have 
a  ended the 
age of 18 years 
and should not 
be more than 40 
years of age as on 
31/07/2017

Pay Band II of 
Rs.9300-34800 
+ Grade Pay of 
Rs.4600/-

03. A). Primary Teacher Bhut-
ia Language
(B) Primary Teacher 
Lepcha Language
(C) Primary Teacher 
Limboo Language

06

15

24

Senior Secondary from a recog-
nized Board with minimum 50% 
marks (45% for reserved cate-
gory) and concerned language 
as one of the subject both in 
Sec & Sr. Sec. level

Should have 
a  ended the 
age of 18 years 
and should not 
be more than 40 
years of age as on 
31/07/2017

Pay Band II of 
Rs.9300-34800 
+ Grade Pay of 
Rs.4200/-

04. A). Primary Teacher 
Gurung Language
(B) Primary Teacher  
Manger Language
(C) Primary Teacher Rai 
Language
(D) Primary Teacher 
Sherpa Language
(E) Primary Teacher 
Tamang Language
(F) Primary Teacher 
Mukhia Language
(G) Primary Teacher 
Newari Language

19

11

51

12

21

04

05

1.  Senior Secondary  from a rec-
ognized Board with minimum 
50% marks (45% for reserved 
category).
2. Should possess cer  fi cate 
in concerned language from 
recognized literary organiza  on 
duly authen  cated by Director 
Language Sec  on HRDD.
3. Should have suffi  cient Knowl-
edge of concerned language 
(wri  en & spoken) and culture/ 
tradi  ons of respec  ve com-
munity.
4. Those having literary publica-
 ons shall be given preference.

Should have 
a  ended the 
age of 18 years 
and should not 
be more than 40 
years of age as on 
31/07/2017

Pay Band II of 
Rs.9300-34800 
+Grade Pay of 
Rs.4200/-

2. The upper age limit is relaxed up to 50(fi  y) years for the purpose of recruitment in Govt. Service under the State 
of Sikkim in respect of the persons working in Group ‘B’, ‘C’ & ‘D’ category on temporary basis (Muster Roll/ Adhoc/ 
Subs  tute/Contract/Work Charged etc) under the State/Central Govt. Department, Public Sector Undertaking 
established in the State, Private Companies established in Sikkim under companies Act-1956 and in various State/
Central Govt. Projects/Programmes under implementa  on in the State vide No  fi ca  on No. M (3) Part – III dated 
04/08/2015. The upper age limit if relaxed up to 10(ten) years for Diff erently Able Candidates in term of O.M. No. 
1632/GEN.DOP dated 27/02/2008.
3. Roster Point – Relaxed vide Not.No. 36/GEN/DOP dated 24.05.2017.
4. Candidates fulfi lling the above criteria may submit their applica  ons in the prescribed form available in the SSTRB 
Offi  ce a  er submi   ng a Bank Receipt of Rs.200/-(Rupees Two Hundred only) payable in the State Bank of Sikkim 
under the Revenue Head 0202-102-03-Edn.
5. In service Candidates may apply with a copy of NOC issued by the Appoin  ng Authority.
6. The selected candidates have to complete the requisite qualifi ca  on of B.Ed./D.EI.Ed and TET.
7. Last date for the receipt of applica  on is 23/09/2017 (within Offi  ce Hours). No applica  on shall be accepted a  er 
3.30pm on 23/09/2017.
8. Following documents should be submi  ed along with the fi lled up Applica  on Form:-
(a) A  ested copies of Mark Sheets and Pass Cer  fi cate of Class X to Post Graduate Degree issued by the recognized 
Board/ University, for Post Graduate Teachers (Bhu  a, Lepcha, Limboo) Language duly verifi ed and a  ested by the 
Exam Cell of HRDD.
(b) A  ested copies of Mark Sheets and Pass Cer  fi cate of Class X to Bachelor Degree issued by the recognized Board/
University for Graduate Teachers (Bhu  a,Lepcha,Limboo) Language duly verifi ed and a  ested by the Exam Cell of 
HRDD.
(c) A  ested copies Mark Sheet and Pass Cer  fi cate of Class X & XII for primary teachers Languages from the recog-
nized Board verifi ed and a  ested by the Exam Cell of HRDD.
(d) A  ested copy of Sikkim Subject/CoI.
(e) A  ested copy of Caste Cer  fi cate.
(f) A  ested copy of Disability Cer  fi cate in case of Diff erently-Abled Candidates.
(g) Unmarried Cer  fi cate [CoI of husband in case of married women candidates].
(h) A  ested copy of Valid Local Employment Cared.
(i) Three copies of pass photo size photo having imprinted name and date of birth in the bo  om of the photo.
(j) NOC from the Appoin  ng Authority to be submi  ed by In-Service Candidates.

NOTE: APPLICATION RECEIVED WITHOUT SUPPORTNG DOCUMENTS WILL BE REJECTED SUMMARILY.
9. Examina  on of PGT/GT/PRT will be held in two phases.
(i) Wri  en Examina  on Paper I consis  ng of Gen Eng/Gen Knowledge [MCQ]
Paper II Main Paper Subjec  ve.
(ii) Viva-Voce.
Admission at all stages of examina  on for which candidates are admi  ed by the Board will be purely provisional. If, it 
is found on verifi ca  on that candidate[s] do not fullfi ll the prescribed criterion, their candidature for the post will be 
cancelled by the Board at any stage of the examina  on process.

Admit Card will be issued in due course of  me. No TA and DA will be paid.
Sd/-

T.P. SHARMA, SCS ,
CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATION,

SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT BOARD.
R.O. No. 260/IPR/PUB/Classi/17-18 Dated: 23/08/2017 

G / K / L , A  23 
(PTI): Flooding in Bihar claimed 26 more 
lives today, though the situation in deluge- 
battered Assam and West Bengal inched 
closer to normal with water receding in 
most of the affected parts of the two states.

Of icials said the lood toll mounted to 
367 in Bihar, where 1.58 crore people are 
affected in 19 districts.

There was no let up in the situation in 
Uttar Pradesh as the swirling waters of 
the rivers emanating from Nepal wreaked 
havoc in vast swathes of human habita-
tion, of icials said.

The death toll in the UP loods stands 
at 82. As many as 2,855 villages in 24 dis-
tricts are inundated and more than 22 

lakh people affected. Nearly 50,000 people 
have taken shelter in relief camps.

Army choppers, and NDRF and PAC 
personnel continued relief and rescue op-
erations in the severely-hit areas.

The release of water into the rivers 
emanating from Nepal and incessant rains 
impeded rescue work and evacuation of 
people to safer areas, the of ice said.

Many rivers were lowing above the 
danger level mark at several places, ac-
cording to the Central Water Commission.

The situation in Assam improved 
considerably, although Morigaon report-
ed one more lood-related death. Nearly 
seven lakh people are grappling with the 
looding across 11 districts.

The third wave of the devastating 
loods has so far claimed 71 lives across 

Assam. The toll this year in lood- relat-
ed incidents in the northeastern state has 
gone up to 155.

Around 2.86 people are marooned in 

Morigaon, the worst- hit in the state. 1.47 
lakh people were suffering due to the del-
uge in South Salmara.

As many as 770 villages were under 
water and 50,000 hectares of crop area 
was inundated.

The authorities are running 146 relief 
camps and distribution centres in eight 
districts, where 29,161 people have taken 
shelter.

The situation in the lood-ravaged 
districts of north West Bengal improved 
further as water receded from most of the 
submerged in the absence of major rainfall 
in the region, a senior of icial of the state 
disaster management department said to-
day.

There was no report of any death from 
the six deluge-hit districts. The lood toll 
has plateaued at 152, he said adding that 
distribution of relief material, including 
cooked and dry food, pulses and medi-
cines continued.

Out of nearly 800 relief camps opened 
in the six districts of Coochbehar, Malda, 
Uttar Dinajpur, Dakshin Dinajpur, Alipur-
duar and Jalpaiguri, around 500 are op-
erating wherein close to four lakh people 
area putting up, he said.

In the worst-affected Malda district, 
many areas are still under water, but the 
situation is improving as markets re-
opened with the receding of water from 
the inundated areas.

26 die in Bihar loods, UP struggling

K , A  23 (PTI): 
Two-time India Super 
League (ISL) champions 
ATK today announced 
the signing of their third 
foreign player Conor 
Thomas, a 23-year-old 
English mid ielder.

Thomas, who plays 
for Swindon Town, has 
been a part of the Pre-
mier League club Liver-
pool on loan.

The mid ielder has 
appeared in over 30 
matches for Town in 
2016-17 and scored 
a last-minute winner 

against Millwall in March 
2016 and was handed 
the captain’s armband 

on the inal day of last 
season.

“A strong mid ielder 

will add support to the 
team. We at ATK wel-
come Thomas to don 
the ATK colors. We wish 
him all the success and 
I hope we will get to see 
ine quality football,” ATK 

principal owner Sanjiv 
Goenka stated in a re-
lease.

“Being a part of ATK 
will be a great experi-
ence for me. I am looking 
forward to play under 
coach Teddy Shering-
ham and technical direc-
tor Ashley Westwood,” 
Thomas said.

ATK signs English mid ielder Conor Thomas

N  D , A  23 
(PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will hold 
wide-ranging talks with 
his Nepalese counterpart 
Sher Bahadur Deuba, 
who arrived here today 
on a four-day visit, his 
irst trip abroad after as-

suming of ice in June.
Modi and Deuba will 

review the entire gamut 
of bilateral ties tomorrow 
and are likely to delib-
erate on ways to further 
deepen the Indo-Nepal 
relationship in a range of 
areas including trade and 
investment.

Deuba was received 
at the airport

by External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj, 
re lecting the importance 
India attaches to his visit.

“A special welcome 
for a close neighbour! 
EAM @SushmaSwaraj re-
ceives @PM_Nepal Sher 
Bahadur Deuba on his 
arrival on a State Visit to 
India,” External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar tweet-
ed along with a photo of 
Swaraj greeting Deuba.

The Nepalese prime 
minister is expected to 

apprise Modi of the polit-
ical situation in his coun-
try, particularly on the 
steps being taken by his 
government to ful il aspi-
rations of the Indian-ori-
gin Madheshi community.

“The upcoming visit 
will provide an oppor-
tunity to both the sides 
for holding wide-rang-
ing discussions on the 
issues of mutual interest 
and advancing age-old 
special ties of friendship 
between our two coun-
tries,” the External Af-
fairs Ministry had said on 

Monday.
Nepal has been facing 

a political crisis since the 
adoption of a new Con-
stitution in September 
2015. Madhesis, most-
ly of Indian origin, have 
been opposing the new 
statute as they fear it 
would marginalise them 
by dividing the country 
into seven provinces.

Madhesi protests 
from October 2015 to 
February 2016 had re-
sulted in the closure of 
key trading points with 
India, triggering short-

age of essential supplies 
in the land-locked coun-
try.

The blockade of trade 
points with India ended 
in February after more 
than 50 people were 
killed in clashes with the 
police.

Deuba took over as 
prime minister in June 
2017. During his four-
day visit, he will also 
travel to Hyderabad and 
Bodh Gaya.

The Nepal PM will 
also call on the president 
and the vice-president.

Nepalese PM Deuba arrives 
on four-day India visit

K , A  23 (PTI): Nepal 
has brought back four endangered 
one-horned rhinoceros that were 
swept away across the Indian bor-
der in the recent monsoon loods 
which left at least 150 people dead, 
of icials said today.

Six rhinos were dislocated 
from the Chitwan National Park 
(CNP), the largest rhino conser-
vation centre of park of Nepal, in 
mid-August.

Of the six rhinos, one was found 
dead and ive had crossed the bor-
der, according to the of icials.

Four rhinos, including two 
adult females and one female calf, 
were rescued from Balmiki Tiger 
Reserve in Bihar coordination with 
Indian authorities, said an of icial 
at National Trust for Nature Con-
servation (NTC).

Some two dozen Nepalese con-
servation staffers had collaborated 
with the Indian conservation of i-
cials for the rescue works.

“We have spotted one more rhi-
no in the Indian side of the border 
and efforts are on to bring it back 
to Nepal,” said Chiranjibi Pokharel, 

project manager NTNC.
A special operation was 

launched by the NTNC and CNP in 
collaboration with local conserva-
tion partners of India to bring back 
the dislocated rhinos from the 
forest area across the Nepal-India 
border.

A one-and-a-half-year-old male 
calf was brought back to Chitawan 
today. Earlier, three female rhinos, 
including a female calf, were res-
cued and brought back from Bal-
miki. Nepal is home to around 650 
rare and endangered rhinos.

Nepal brings back four rhinos from India

To contact 
SummitTIMES
GANGTOK: For circulation details Con-
tact:  (Sandeep) 9734152451 
& for Advertisement booking at 9933427505 
or at offi ce no 03592 208698. Mail us at 
advertise@summittimes.com 

SILIGURI:
Mr. Mani Rai, M/s. Space Ads, B.R. Ambed-
kar Building, Room No.7, 1st fl oor. Opp. 
Ganga Hotel. Hill Cart Road. Siliguri – 03. 
Ph. 9832318644/ 9800682989/ 9153035100 
or mail at mani_siliguri@yahoo.co.in.



6 SummitTIMES | 24 August 2017 Sports&Specials

SAI NAMCHI BEATS BROTHERHOOD FC IN B DIVISION S-LEAGUE
G , 23 A : Sports Authority of India, Namchi registered its irst victory today in the ongoing Football Association B Division 
Sikkim-League 2017 here at Paljor Stadium. In its second league match, SAI Namchi outplayed Brotherhood Football Club 3-0. Gideon 
Lepcha scored a brace for SAI Namchi, while his teammate Tsetej Thapa added one more goal for the team.

On Thursday, Pendam Football Academy will take on Howlers Football Club in the next match of the league. 

N  D , A  23 
(PTI): Aiming high and 
far, the AIFF is set to 
groom the best talent 
from the U-17 and U-19 
age-groups and form the 
nucleus of a squad, which 
it hopes, is good enough 
to represent India in the 
FIFA U-20 World Cup in 
2019 and the 2024 Olym-
pic Games.

The All India Football 
Federation’s technical 
committee met in Benga-
luru to discuss the devel-
opment plan for Indian 
football beyond the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup, which 
will be held in the coun-
try from October 6 to 28.

“The idea is to have 
the best players from the 
U-17 World Cup team 
and the U-19 play the 
AFC U-19 Champion-
ship quali iers and then 
the main event in 2018, 
eventually preparing 
them for the FIFA U-19 
World Cup in 2019 and 
the 2024 Olympics,” AIFF 
general secretary Kushal 
Das today told PTI.

He added, “If they do 
well and qualify for the 
main event in 2018 and 
inish in the top four, they 

will be able to play the 
2019 FIFA U20 World Cup.

The technical com-
mittee meeting was 
chaired by Shyam Thapa.

He said: “This is the 
right time for the AIFF 
to take up this long-term 
vision. I am very satis ied 
with the proposed long-
term plan which would 
ensure the team gets pre-
pared in the best possi-
ble fashion for future edi-
tions of Olympics, Asian 
Cup and Wold Cup.”

Thapa proposed the 
setting up of residential 
academies in each state in 
collaboration with the AIFF 

and state associations.
A detailed report on 

the proposals will be 
submitted to AIFF presi-
dent Praful Patel.

All the proposals will 
come up for discussion in 
the next executive com-
mittee meeting of the 
apex body.

Asked if there are 
plans to ensure partici-
pation of a development 
side, like Indian Arrows in 
the past, in the I- league, 
Das said, “Saying that the 
U-17 World Cup side will 
play in the I-League will 
be a misnomer.

“Again, the idea is to 
form a squad by having 
the best players from 
the U-16, U-17 and U-19 
sides and play in the I- 
League. That team will 
be managed by the AIFF.”

The technical com-
mittee felt that the team, 
composed of the young 
talents, should be given 
the best possible training 
and competitive environ-
ment, including “partici-
pation in the I-League for 
season 2017-18”.

The technical com-
mittee also proposed to 
develop and groom Indi-
an coaches and request-
ed the technical director 
to come up with a de-
tailed plan.

Vice-chairman of the 
technical committee, 
Henry Menezes, said, 
“The U-17 World Cup 
squad is the best among 
the next generation and 
clubbing them with the 
U-19 national team is the 
perfect roadmap and the 
best thing which can hap-
pen to Indian football.

“The boys would get 
adequate time to know 
each other and be fully 
prepared for future in-
ternational competitions.

AIFF wants to groom 
team for U-20 WC, 

2024 Olympics

AJEET TIWARI
K , A  23 (PTI): The 
desert state of Rajasthan 
will soon give the country 
an alternative to green tea - 
brewed from olive leaves.

State Agriculture Minis-
ter Prabhu Lal Saini said the 
brand -- named Olitia, The 
Olive Tea -- will be launched 
“very soon” by Chief Minister 
Vasundhara Raje.

“The process has been 
completed and we will 
launch it as soon as we get 
time from the chief minister. 
It will be the irst time in the 
country and the world that a 
green tea alternative will be 
produced out of olive leaves,” 
he told PTI on the sidelines of 
an event in the city.

Rajasthan started cultivat-
ing olives in 2007 in collabo-

ration with Israel and now the 
state cultivates them on 5,000 
hectares, the minister said.

“And we have made a lot 
of progress since then. An ol-
ive re inery is operational in 
the state at Bikaner, also the 
country’s irst. We have also 
began production of olive 
honey,” he said.

Asked how the state got 
the idea of producing “Olive 
green tea”, Saini said, “I am 
a PhD in Agriculture myself, 
and I knew olive leaves have 
several health bene its. So I 
decided to get some study 
and lab testing done about it.”

He showed several pa-
pers with indings of the lab 
studies.

A lab test, conducted in 
July, con irmed the presence of 
several anti-oxidants, anti-in-

lammatory and other such 
substances in the olive leaves.

One of the substances 
found was Luteolin.

“Experiments with Lute-
olin show that it suppresses 

bacteria-induced in lamma-
tion. Luteolin is an oxygen 
scavenger,” reads the report.

He said the lab tests con-
irmed the presence of “such 

strong anti-oxidant” in olive 
leaves that they can help pre-
vent several types of cancer 
-- blood cancer, prostate cancer 
and ovaries cancer. After the 
studies and lab tests con irmed 
these properties of the olive 
leaves, the decision to process 
them was taken, he said.

“It will medically bene it 
those who suffer from men-
tal stress, cardiac disease. It 
has anti-in lammatory prop-
erties as well,” he said.

The Olitia, The Olive Tea, 
packet also claims it has 
zero caffeine, builds immu-
nity, ight fatigue and has an-
ti-ageing properties.

Saini said the “olive green 
tea” will come in multiple 
lavours which are in vogue 

these days like exotic, lemon 
and mint.

“We are trying to diversify 
and produces other lavours 
like ginger, Tulsi etc,” he said.

“We have received pro-
posals from various coun-
tries including the UK, the 
USA and from the Gulf, that 
they want to sign MoUs in 
this regard,” he said.

The agriculture minister 
said that 66 per cent of “our 
state has arid or semi-arid 
climatic conditions. But we 
are among the leaders in the 
country as far as agricultur-
al innovation is concerned 
thanks to the chief minister, 
scientists, of icials and the 
people”.

Rajasthan to brew a different cup of tea- from olive leaves

G , A  22 (PTI): 
Indians continued their 
good run at the World 
Badminton Champion-
ship with P V Sindhu, B 
Sai Praneeth and Ajay 
Jayaram registering 
straight game victories in 
singles events here today.

Olympic silver med-
allist Sindhu, who re-
ceived a bye in the irst 
round, advanced to the 
pre-quarter inals of the 
women’s singles compe-
tition after defeating Ko-
rea’s Kim Hyo Min in the 
second round.

Sindhu, who twice 
won bronze medals at 
the 2013 and 2014 edi-
tions, notched up a 21-
16 21-14 win over Kim 
in a 49-minute match, to 
extend her head-to-head 
record against the Kore-
an to 4-1 in ive meetings.

The 22-year-old will 
face either Russian’s 
Evgeniya Kosetskaya 
or Hong Kong’s Cheung 
Ngan Yi, 13th seed, in the 
next round.

“I could see she (Kim) 
was tired by the end. She 
was playing long rallies 
and I was okay with it. 
I last played her a year 
ago, so I knew her game,” 
Sindhu said.

On whether she was 
happy with long rallies, 
Sindhu smiled and said, 
“That was not my idea. 
I still wanted to inish 
fast.”

Singapore Open 
champion Praneeth 
made a positive start to 
his campaign, registering 
a straight-game win over 

Hong Kong’s Wei Nan to 
reach the second round 
of men’s singles event.

Praneeth, seeded 
15th, fought back from 
5-9 and 14-16 de icit in 
the opening game and 
10-13 and 15-17 in the 
second but fought back 
to eventually see off Wei 
Nan 21-18 21-17 in a 
48-minute match.

The 25-year-old from 
Hyderabad will next take 
on Indonesia’s Anthony 
Sinisuka Ginting, who is 
the 2014 Nanjing Youth 
Olympic and World Ju-
nior Championships 
boys’ singles bronze 
medallist.

“I was expecting a 
tough match. I changed 
my game but the match 
was getting close. He 
made some small mis-
takes and I won. I am 
happy that I could pull 
off the match today as 
I know this is a tough 
match. Tomorrow it 
would be another dif i-
cult match and I hope I 

can win,” Praneeth told 
PTI.

Experienced shuttler 
Ajay Jayaram also pro-
duced a dominating per-
formance to storm into 
the second round with 
a 21-14 21-12 win over 
Austria’s Luka Wraber. 
He will take on The Neth-
erland’s Mark Caljouw 
next.

Women’s doubles 
pair of Ashwini Ponnap-
pa and N Sikki Reddy 
defeated Indonesian-Ma-
laysian combo of Ririn 
Amelia and Anna Ching 
Yik Cheong 21-15 21-13 
to make a bright start to 
their campaign.

India’s top mixed 
doubles pair of Pranaav 
Jerry Chopra and N Sikki 
Reddy, seeded 15th, who 
had won the Syed Modi 
Grand Prix Gold title, also 
defeated Indo-Malay-
sian combo of Prajakta 
Sawant and Yogendran 
Khrishnan 21-12 21-19 
to reach the next round.

However, disappoint-

ment was at store for 
India in the other mixed 
doubles matches as B 
Sumeeth Reddy and Ash-
wini, and Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Manee-
sha K suffered contrast-
ing losses to bow out of 
the tournament.

Sumeeth and Ashwi-
ni, who had reached the 
inals of Syed Modi Grand 

Prix Gold in January, 
went down ighting 17-
21 21- 18 5-21 to 13th 
seeded Chinese pair of 
Wang Yilyu and Huang 
Dongping, while Satwik-
sairaj and Maneesha 
lost 20-22 18-21 to 14th 
seeded Denmark duo of 
Mathias Christiansen and 
Sara Thygesen.

The men’s doubles 
pair of Satwiksairaj and 
Chirag Shetty also found 
the going tough against 
Japanese combo of Hi-
royuki Endo and Yuta 
Watanabe, losing 8-21 
12-21 in a 32 minute 
match.

In the women’s sin-

gles, Sindhu came out all 
cylinders blazing as she 
dished out a dominating 
game to zoom to a 8-0 
lead in the irst game. 
Kim Hyo Min tried to 
break the one-way traf-
ic and won four straight 

points but the Indian 
grabbed a comfortable 
11-5 lead.

The Korean reduced 
the gap to 8-12 after the 
break but a determined 
Sindhu continued to 
move ahead and reached 
16-10 at one stage. She 
eventually took a 20-
14 lead. Kim saved two 
game points before the 
Indian sealed the open-
ing game.

The last time Sindhu 
had faced Kim, she had 
suffered a straight-game 
defeat in 2016 Australian 
Open and the Indian was 
determined to not allow 
any hiccups today.

In the second game, 
Sindhu once again 
opened up a 8-3 lead. 
The Korean managed 
to reduce the margin 
to 8-10 but the Indian 
didn’t allow Kim to put 
up a challenge as she 
kept on surging ahead, 
reaching 19-12.

Sindhu then sealed 
the issue eventually 
without much ado, grab-
bing the inal two points.

National champi-
on Rituparna Das also 
emerged victories in her 
opening round match 
yesterday as her oppo-
nent, Finland’s Airi Mik-
kela retired after trailing 
0-2 in the irst game.

Sindhu, Sai Praneeth, Ajay win
at World Championships

Raghuram 
Rajan pens 
book on 
RBI stint in 
‘turbulent 
times’
N  D , A  23 
(PTI): Raghuram Rajan 
explains economic con-
cepts and talks of issues 
like tolerance and con-
nection between political 
freedom and prosperity 
in his new book, which is 
a collection of essays and 
speeches during his stint 
as RBI head.

When Rajan took 
charge as governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India in 
September 2013, the ru-
pee was in free fall, in la-
tion was high, India had 
a large current account 
de icit, and exchange re-
serves were falling.

As measure after mea-
sure failed to stabilise mar-
kets, speculators sensed 
a full-blown crisis and 
labelled India one of the 
Fragile Five economies.

Rajan’s response was 
to go all out, not just to 
tackle the crisis of con i-
dence, but also to send a 
strong message about the 
strength of India’s insti-
tutions and the country’s 
ongoing programme of 
reform, publisher Harp-
erCollins India said.

Rajan’s commentary 
and speeches in “I Do 
What I Do: On Reform, 
Rhetoric & Resolve” con-
vey what it was like to be 
at the helm of the central 
bank in those turbulent 
but exciting times, it said.

The book will hit 
stores on September 4.

“Rajan outlined a vi-
sion that went beyond 
the immediate crisis 
to focus on long-term 
growth and stability, thus 
restoring investor con-
idence. Boldness and 

farsightedness would 
be characteristic of the 
decisions he took in the 
ensuing three years,” the 
statement by HarperCol-
lins said.

“Whether on dosa-
nomics or on debt relief, 
Rajan explains econom-
ic concepts in a readily 
accessible way. Equally, 
he addresses key issues 
that are not in any bank-
ing manual but essential 
to growth: the need for 
tolerance and respect to 
assure India’s economic 
progress, for instance, or 
the connection between 
political freedom and 
prosperity,” it added.

bow out.
“Leaving Manchester 

United was a tough call, 
but I know I made the 
right decision in coming 
home to Everton. Now I 
want to focus all my en-
ergies on helping them be 
successful. “I will always 
remain a passionate En-
gland fan. One of my very 
few regrets is not to have 
been part of a successful 
England tournament side.

“Hopefully the ex-
citing players Gareth is 
bringing through can 
take that ambition fur-
ther and I hope everyone 
will get behind the team.

“One day, the dream 
will come true and I look 

forward to being there as 
a fan or in any capacity.”

Rooney’s debut came 
as a 17-year-old against 
Australia in February 
2003, with his irst goal ar-
riving against Macedonia 
in September of that year.

He starred at Euro 
2004, scoring four goals 
in as many games to be 
named in the Team of the 
Tournament, only for inju-
ry to see his tournament 
cut short in a quarter- inal 
defeat to Portugal.

Rooney also played 
for England at three 
World Cups in 2006, 
2010 and 2014 and went 
on to appear at a further 
two Euros for England in 
2012 and 2016.

Rooney retires from...
contd from pg01
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MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR SUCCESS MORNING

Draw No:4 DrawDate on:23/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 95G 57958
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 57958 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
04049 35739 46969 60939 62735
76301 76890 88523 93386 97070
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
16732 18604 21598 26520 27758
31872 33294 42722 52049 91062
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0457 1481 1494 1928 3716 4124 5058 6014 6322 9445
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1796 3336 3589 4852 5578 6619 7504 8029 8587 9328
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0100 0281 0415 0418 0531 0570 0593 0659 0869 0885
0924 1225 1585 1591 1674 1702 1823 1973 2318 2446
2568 2925 2946 3033 3099 3155 3255 3574 3576 3646
3773 3795 3994 4014 4070 4104 4264 4407 4438 4543
4544 4589 4669 4872 5195 5198 5279 5647 5648 5680
5768 6029 6042 6089 6183 6190 6236 6278 6361 6608
6691 6827 6977 7095 7187 7387 7397 7482 7564 7593
7615 7824 7884 7898 7939 7965 8050 8107 8354 8355
8492 8509 8784 8820 9023 9029 9031 9056 9063 9146
9170 9304 9475 9583 9631 9744 9829 9943 9951 9955
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR EAGLE EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:4 DrawDate on:23/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 92C 66008
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 66008 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
06170 13825 24749 28953 30596
33537 67219 81780 84576 95587
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
11376 14069 14897 23654 54992
68887 77323 83663 85485 98567
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
1271 1469 3424 4447 4647 4649 7388 7732 8278 9612
5th Prize Rs.500/-
2164 2662 4337 4901 5303 5742 7941 8626 8735 9472
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0054 0150 0160 0383 0557 0772 0860 0939 0956 0995
1048 1170 1471 1490 1661 1804 1858 1862 1944 2041
2087 2151 2195 2308 2595 2741 2829 3370 3615 3632
3646 3722 3927 3956 4079 4444 4448 4493 4608 4625
4700 4807 4862 4904 4906 4928 4944 5078 5412 5434
5441 5540 5575 5634 5680 5778 5780 5984 6049 6173
6194 6588 6594 6677 6822 6832 6962 7063 7284 7297
7348 7456 7644 7706 7743 7889 7897 7984 8130 8334
8384 8412 8445 8464 8586 8666 8690 8815 8830 8868
9295 9365 9450 9498 9528 9560 9609 9820 9822 9944
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FAITHFUL

Draw No:4 DrawDate on:23/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 98D 59521
    (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 59521 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01108 08443 29330 32620 38650
45841 68958 87643 91371 94302
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
05256 12685 19257 25792 35138
46701 80729 91588 95942 97167
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0864 1413 1932 3957 4264 5844 8256 8483 8508 9675
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1660 1983 4961 4995 5070 7282 7357 8403 8819 9308
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0018 0170 0179 0274 0416 0539 0570 0717 0748 0767
0858 0960 0976 0979 1088 1444 1611 1637 1712 1821
1848 1868 2043 2046 2048 2375 2503 2700 2740 2741
2839 3025 3051 3129 3336 3342 3599 3717 3808 3943
4015 4047 4095 4240 4376 4406 4456 4571 4576 4628
4764 4818 5153 5277 5308 5728 5773 5778 5803 5830
5842 5915 5922 5930 6383 6392 6417 6437 6892 6956
6977 7346 7510 7771 7834 7860 7890 7941 8310 8330
8586 8640 8647 8654 8814 8833 8878 8897 8986 9038
9087 9121 9145 9204 9331 9460 9510 9852 9894 9926
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

FLAT AVAILABLE 
FOR COMMERCIAL 
OPERATIONS: A fl at 
measuring around 
3,000 sq ft across 
an entire fl oor; 
conveniently located 
on the roadside and 
ideal for development 
into a showroom, 
bank or corporate 
offi ce, is available for 
rent at Church Road, 
DPH. The property is 
available for immediate 
occupation and can 
also be developed to 
suit the requirements 
of prospective 
tenants. Contact: 
9434117687

Kutse Shegu
The 49-day Kutse Shegu 
of our beloved father late 
Norbu Thendup Bhutia 
falls on 30th August 2017 
[Wednesday]. All friends, 
well-wishers and relatives 
are requested to join us in 
offering prayers for the de-
parted soul at our residence 

at Upper Samdong, Kambal, East Sikkim. We 
also take this opprotunity to thank everyone 
who stood by us during the time of our be-
reavement.

Tshering Doma Bhutia (Wife),  Didup Bhutia, 
Gyalchen Bhutia, Sonam Cheda Bhutia (Sons), 
Kessang Bhutia, Susang Lepcha (Daughters-in-
Law), Tshering Bhutia, Gyalmu Bhutia, Chum-

jey Bhutia (Daughters) & all family members.
Contact: 9593386426, 9434632401, 9734973422, 9734158848

K , A  23 (AFP): A 
Taliban suicide bomber killed 
ive civilians and wounded 

dozens of others, mainly chil-
dren, when he detonated a car 
illed with explosives at a po-

lice headquarters in southern 
Afghanistan today.

It was the insurgents’ 
irst major attack since US 

President Donald Trump an-
nounced in Washington late 
Monday that he was commit-
ting American troops to the 
war-torn country inde initely.

“A suicide bomber detonat-
ed an explosive- illed car in a 
parking lot near the main po-
lice headquarters in Lashkar 
Gah,” Omar Zhwak, a spokes-
man for the governor of Hel-
mand province, told AFP.

“Our initial information 
shows that ive civilians were 
killed and 25 were wounded, 
including women and chil-
dren,” he added.

The car park was full of 
people queueing to get into 

the police headquarters when 
the explosion happened, said 
Zhwak. He added that a near-
by mosque, which was being 
used as a madrassa or Islam-
ic religious school, had been 

been damaged.
Children were studying 

there at the time.
“We have received 38 

wounded -- mostly school-
children -- and ive dead, in-

cluding two women and two 
soldiers,” Mauladad Tabihdad, 
director of hospitals in Hel-
mand, told AFP.

The attack occurred a lit-
tle over 24 hours after Trump 

cleared the way for thousands 
more US soldiers to be sent to 
Afghanistan, reversing earlier 
pledges to pull out. The Tali-
ban had called for a complete 
withdrawal of foreign forces 
and following Trump’s an-
nouncement vowed to make 
the war-weary country a 
“graveyard” for US forces.

The Taliban quickly 
claimed today’s attack in a text 
message sent to journalists.

“We targeted army tanks, 
killing dozens,” it read.

Ordinary Afghans have 
paid a heavy price for the 
16-year US-led war. Civilian 
deaths are at their worst since 
records began in 2009. In the 
irst half of the year, 1,662 ci-

vilians were killed and more 
than 3,500 injured, according 
to the United Nations. The at-
tack was also the latest blow 
to Afghanistan’s beleaguered 
security forces.

“The car bomb targeted 
a number of army vehicles 

parked in the parking lot. We 
have reports of some casual-
ties to army soldiers,” Salam 
Afghan, a police spokesman, 
told AFP. The resurgent Tal-
iban have been ramping up 
their campaign against gov-
ernment forces, underscoring 
rising insecurity in Afghani-
stan during the summer ight-
ing season when the warmer 
weather tends to spur an in-
crease in attacks.

Afghan police and troops 
-- beset by a high death toll, 
desertions and non-existent 
“ghost soldiers” on the payroll 
-- have been struggling to beat 
back the insurgents since US-
led NATO troops ended their 
combat mission in December 
2014. Casualties among Af-
ghan security forces soared by 
35 percent in 2016, with 6,800 
soldiers and police killed, ac-
cording to US watchdog SI-
GAR. More than 2,500 Afghan 
police and troops were killed 
from January 1 to May 8.

Taliban suicide bomber kills ive civilians in AfghanistanChina skirts 
questions 
about Modi’s 
BRICS 
Summit 
participation
B , A  23 (PTI): 
China said today that 
preparations were in full 
swing for next month’s 
BRICS Summit but skirt-
ed questions on Prime 
Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s participation in the 
meet amid the ongoing 
Doklam standoff.

“All the preparatory 
work for the Summit is 
advancing in an order-
ly way. We are almost 
ready,” Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson 
Hua Chunying told the 
media here when asked 
if Modi has con irmed his 
participation in the Sum-
mit amid concerns over 
the standoff between the 
armies of the two coun-
tries in the Doklam area 
of the Sikkim sector.

Last week, external 
affairs ministry spokes-
person Raveesh Kumar, 
during a brie ing in 
New Delhi, also did not 
con irm whether Modi 
will travel to China next 
month to attend the 
Summit, saying he does 
not have any information 
about it. The Summit of 
the ive emerging coun-
tries -- Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South 
Africa (BRICS) -- will be 
held in the coastal city of 
Xiamen from September 
3 to September 5.

“We believe with the 
concerted efforts of var-
ious parties, the Summit 
will achieve success, scal-
ing up the cooperation 
to new heights for the 
BRICS countries,” Hua 
said.

Without making any 
direct reference to Mo-
di’s participation, Hua 
reiterated China’s stand 
that the Indian border 
troops should be uncon-
ditionally withdrawn 
from Doklam which is a 
prerequisite for the set-
tlement of the issue.

The most powerful typhoon to hit Hong Kong in ive years has forced schools and businesses to close, 
and hundreds of lights to be cancelled, leaving battered homes and looded streets in its wake. Author-

ities raised the signal for Typhoon Hato to 10 - the highest level in the territory’s storm warning system 
- amid ierce gusts of up to 129mph (207kph). Footage on social media showed people being blown away 
on the streets, multi-storey car parks engulfed by loodwaters and monster waves battering oceanfront 
tower blocks.

W , A  23 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump indicated that 
a deal could be struck 
with North Korea over 
its nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, soon after his 
top diplomat said Pyong-
yang has demonstrated 
some level of restraint in 
recent days.

At a rally in Phoenix, 
Arizona, Trump said he 
“respects” that North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-Un 
“is starting to respect us.” 

“I respect that fact 
very much,” Trump told 
the crowd. “And maybe - 
probably not - but maybe 
something positive can 
come about,” he said, but 
did not explain what kind 
of an agreement he was 

expecting to reach with 
North Korea. Tensions 
between the US and the 
North have been quite 
high since Pyongyang 
tested two interconti-
nental ballistic missiles 
in July that could reach 
the US mainland.

In response, the UN 
Security Council unan-
imously imposed new 
sanctions on North Ko-
rea on August 5. Trump 
warned North Korea that 
if it persisted with its 
threat to the US it would 
face “ ire and fury” and es-
calated the rhetoric saying 
that US military solutions 
against the North were 
“locked and loaded.” 

But last week the 
North Korean leader 

backed off from a plan to 
launch four ballistic mis-
siles towards the Ameri-
can territory of Guam.

Trump’s comments 
today came after Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson 
said the North Korean re-
gime has demonstrated 
some level of restraint in 
recent days, “that we’ve 
not seen in the past”.

“I think it is worth 
noting that we have had 
no missile launches or 
provocative acts from the 
part of North Korea since 
the unanimous adoption 
of the UN Security Coun-
cil resolution. I want to 
take note of that. I want 
to acknowledge it,” Til-
lerson told reporters at a 
news conference here.

Trump hints ‘something positive’
on North Korean crisis

T , A  23 (AFP): 
The US Navy con irmed 
today it had sacked the 
commander of its Sev-
enth Fleet after a deadly 
collision between a de-
stroyer and a tanker off 
Singapore, the latest of 
several accidents involv-
ing an American warship 
in Asian waters.

Vice Admiral Joseph 
Aucoin was relieved “due 
to a loss of con idence in 
his ability to command”, a 
navy statement said. The 
navy is undertaking a 
leet-wide global investi-

gation after Monday’s in-
cident involving the USS 
John S. McCain, which 
left 10 sailors missing 
and ive injured after a 
gaping hole was torn in 
the warship’s side.

The Seventh Fleet, 
headquartered at Yo-
kosuka in Japan, is the 
centrepiece of the US 
military presence in Asia, 
undertaking sensitive 
missions such as opera-

tions in the South China 
Sea and around the Kore-
an peninsula.

Aucoin, who had held 
the post since Septem-
ber 2015, had been in 
the navy for almost four 
decades and US media 
reports said he had been 
due to retire in weeks. He 
was replaced by Rear Ad-
miral Phil Sawyer.

Monday’s accident 
was the second fatal 
collision in two months 
- both involving ships 
from the Seventh Fleet - 
after the USS Fitzgerald 
collided with a cargo ves-
sel off Japan in June, leav-
ing seven sailors dead.

There have been four 
accidents in total in the 

Paci ic this year involv-
ing American warships, 
sparking concerns the 
US Navy could be over-
stretched as it tackles 
China’s rising assertive-
ness and North Korea’s 
nuclear ambitions. The 
latest happened before 
dawn in busy shipping 

lanes around the Strait 
of Singapore, leaving a 
big hole in the hull of the 
warship and looding it 
with water.

A massive search in-
volving planes and air-
craft was launched and 
US Navy divers joined 
the hunt Tuesday, scour-

ing the ship’s looded 
compartments. The div-
ers had found remains of 
some of the sailors, the 
commander of the US Pa-
ci ic Fleet, Admiral Scott 
Swift, said yesterday 
without giving further 
details.

Malaysian authori-
ties, which have deployed 
10 ships and two helicop-
ters for the search, also 
said they found a body 
and a US Navy helicopter 
collected it today. Five 
countries - the US, Singa-
pore, Malaysia, Indonesia 
and Australia - are now 
involved in the search 
covering an area of about 
2,600 square kilometres 
(1,000 square miles).

The accident hap-
pened as the McCain 
headed for a routine stop 
in Singapore after car-
rying out a “freedom of 
navigation operation” in 
the disputed South Chi-
na Sea earlier in August, 
sparking a furious re-
sponse from Beijing.

On Monday the Chief 
of US Naval Operations 
Admiral John Richardson 
ordered commanders 
within a week to set aside 
time, perhaps “one or two 
days,” for crews to sit down 
together for discussions.

A “comprehensive re-
view” of practices would 
also begin.

The admiral did not 
rule out some kind of 

outside interference or 
a cyber-attack being be-
hind the latest collision, 
but said he did not want 
to prejudge the inquiry. 
His broader remarks sug-
gested a focus on “how 
we do business on the 
bridge.”  The damaged 
vessel is named after US 
Senator John McCain’s 
father and grandfather, 
who were both admirals 
in the US navy.

The tanker involved 
in the collision, which 
was used for transport-
ing oil and chemicals 
and weighed over 30,000 
gross tonnes, sustained 
some damage but no 
crew were injured and it 
did not leak oil.

US Navy dismisses commander after deadly warship collision
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EtCETERA

ARIES: Your subconscious mind 
is active today, Aries. You might 
have psychic insights and some 
odd dreams. However convolut-
ed they may be, they’re trying to 
tell you something, possibly about 
your relationship with a friend or 
love partner. Make a list of the 
symbols and then fi gure out what 
they mean to you. The symbols in 
these dreams are probably all very 
personal.  
TAURUS: This isn’t a good day 
to get together with your romantic 
partner, Taurus, or even talk on the 
phone at length. Keep your con-
versations brief and make arrange-
ments to meet in a few days. Your 
friend could be in a very agitated 

state of mind and might take of-
fense at an innocent remark from 
you. This could cause an unpleas-
ant quarrel. Be patient!    
GEMINI: Some technological 
gadgets that you make copious 
use of may go out of whack to-
day, Gemini. This could prove 
frustrating for you, but don’t vent 
your frustrations on them. That 
wouldn’t help! Stay calm and call 
in a professional to fi x the prob-
lem. Think of the expense as a 
contribution to your own mental 
health.  
CANCER: If you’re single, you 
might meet someone new and ex-
citing today. You might feel this 
is the perfect partner for you. Be 

cautious! This wonderful new per-
son may have money problems or 
be jealous and possessive. Move 
ahead if it feels right, but move 
ahead with caution and don’t be 
swept off  your feet until you’re 
certain that this person is OK.    
LEO: You might have some im-
portant work to do at home, Leo, 
but unexpected visitors might have 
other ideas for your day. Don’t get 
angry or frustrated. Explain what’s 
going on politely but fi rmly, and 
make arrangements to meet your 
friends later. They’ll probably un-
derstand so there’s no need to try 
to play host when your mind is 
somewhere else.      
VIRGO: Electronic communica-

tion could be diffi  cult today, Vir-
go. Everything that can go wrong 
might go wrong - phones, email, 
copiers. Driving a car could land 
you in impossible traffi  c. If you 
really need to speak to someone, 
the best thing to do may be to take 
a walk and go see them in person.          
LIBRA: Money problems may 
seem to be escalating, Libra, and 
you could be hard-pressed to fi nd 
a way to deal with them right now. 
The situation is temporary. Put all 
paperwork aside for now. If you 
wait a day until you’re feeling a 
little less stressed, you’ll be able to 
get a better handle on the situation 
and juggle your budget in order to 
make it all work.      

SCORPIO: Your four walls could 
seem to be closing in on you to-
day, Scorpio. You might feel that 
you’ll go crazy if you don’t get out 
for a while. But responsibilities 
may keep you indoors anyway. It’s 
important to get out. Take a brisk 
walk around the neighborhood, 
run a quick errand, return a book to 
the library. This should bring some 
relief, at least for now.    
SAGITTARIUS: Listen to the 
birds today, Sagittarius. They have 
a song for you, telling you to be 
happy. Take time to do things that 
make you feel good. Connect with 
creative people and projects that 
get your artistic juices fl owing. 
Keep things light and uplifting. It 

may be hard to make a decision 
about anything right now, but 
don’t let that keep you from being 
productive.      
CAPRICORN: There is pow-
er behind your heart, Capricorn, 
and you might come across more 
forcefully than usual in the love 
and romance department. This is 
a good day to make a bold move 
toward someone. Your internal 
fi re burns more brightly than ever. 
Share this warmth. Spreading your 
love will ensure that people are 
happy to keep you warm on days 
when your fi re sputters out.  
AQUARIUS: You might feel like 
your heart requires a bit more at-
tention than usual, Aquarius. There 

could be a close loved one who is 
even needier than you. Either way, 
this situation is going to cause ten-
sion in an important relationship. 
If you’re not currently involved 
with someone, this is probably for 
the better. Things aren’t always as 
they seem.    
PISCES: Things go well in your 
love life today, Pisces, but only 
if you let them happen. You must 
fi rst open your arms to give and re-
ceive. If your arms are full of laun-
dry, it will be harder for people to 
hug you. Take your clothes to the 
cleaners and keep your arms free 
to receive the love you need. Re-
member that giving is as important 
as receiving.
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A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

24TH AUGUST
WORLD HISTORY
1572: The slaughter of 
French Protestants at the 
hands of Catholics began in 
Paris as Charles IX of France 
attempted to rid the country 
of Huguenots. 
1680: Colonel Thomas Blood, 
Irish adventurer who stole the 
Crown Jewels from the Tower 
of London in 1671, died. Cap-
tured after the theft, he insist-
ed on seeing King Charles II, 
who pardoned him.
1853: The irst potato chips 
were prepared by Chef 
George Crum at Saratoga 
Springs, New York.
1891: Thomas Edison iled a 
patent for the motion picture 
camera.
1929: Yasser Arafat, leader 
of the Palestinian Liberation 
Movement (Nobel 1994), 

was born in Cairo.
1968: France became the 
world’s ifth thermonuclear 
power as it exploded a hy-
drogen bomb in the South 
Paci ic. 
INDIAN HISTORY
1608: The irst representa-
tive of the East India land-
ed in Surat for purposes of 
trade.
1690: Job Charnock of the 
East India Company land-
ed in Kolkata and this day is 
considered as the foundation 
day of the city.
1925: An Indian Scholar and 
social reformer, R.G Bhan-
darkar died.
1974: Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed 
became the ifth President of 
India. 

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

PEACE OUT: Hailey Baldwin took selfi es while at-
tending call backs for the 2017 Victoria’s Secret 
Fashion Show in New York City. 

Forbes’ list of world’s top 
10 actors is out. While 

Hollywood stars Mark Wahl-
berg, Dwayne Johnson and 
Vin Diesel rule the chart plac-
ing themselves in the top-3 
slot, our desi actors have also 
paved their way in the top 
10.Bollywood releases 100 
ilms every year; combined 

with regional 
cinema, this 
makes India 
one of the big-
gest ilm hubs 
in the world. 
And Bollywood 
superstars Shah Rukh Khan, 
Salman Khan and Akshay Ku-
mar, with their massive fan 
followings and multi-million 
rupee revenues, have been 
ranked in the list of world’s 
10 highest paid actors this 
year, published by Forbes 
magazine.

Shah Rukh Khan is ranked 
8th on the list with an annu-
al earning of $38 million fol-
lowed by Salman Khan ($37 
million) and Akshay Kumar 
($35.5 million) respectively 
in the 9th and 10th position. 
SRK appeared in Raees that 
earned around Rs 267 crore 
worldwide ($41.6 million), 
according to a report by The 

Times of India. His most re-
cent release, Jab Harry Met 
Sejal has been able to make 
Rs 144 crore worldwide so 
far, reports Bollywood Hun-
gama.

Salman Khan’s 2017 re-
lease, Tubelighte arned Rs 
215 crore worldwide ($33 
million), as per Koimoi.com; 

the actor has 
many ilms 
lined up for 
back-to-back 
releases this 
year and the 
next.

Akshay Kumar, with his 
“socially-relevant” ilms, has 
been able to cement a consis-
tent position at the box-of ice 
over the past few years. This 
year, Kumar’s ilms — Jolly 
LLB 2, Toilet: Ek Prem Katha 
— have done brisk business 
worldwide.

The magazine had also re-
leased its list of world’s high-
est paid actresses a few days 
ago with La La Land actress 
and Academy Award winner 
Emma Stone topping the list 
with earnings of $26 million 
followed by Jennifer Aniston 
($25.5 million) and Jennifer 
Lawrence ($24 million).

No Indian actress, be it 

SALMAN KHAN, SHAH RUKH KHAN, AKSHAY KUMAR ON FORBES’
LIST OF WORLD’S 10 HIGHEST PAID ACTORS

Deepika Padukone or Pri-
yanka Chopra, have been in-
cluded in the list. Padukone 
starred in xXx: Return of 

Xander Cage, while Chopra 
starred in her TV show Quan-
tico as well as Baywatch with 
Dwayne Johnson.

One month after Linkin 
Park singer Chester Ben-

nington tragically passed 
away from suicide, the band 
is planning a special event 
in his honor.“Just wanted to 
say thank you to all our fans 
around the world for the tre-
mendous outpouring if love, 
which has strengthened our 
spirit during this incredibly 
dif icult time,” the band’s of-
icial Twitter account posted 

on Tuesday, August 22. “The 
ive of us are so grateful for 

all of your support as we heal 
and build the future of Linkin 
Park.” “We are working on a 
special pub-
lic event in 
Los Angeles 
to honor Chester’s memo-
ry,” continued the band, that 
is made up of Mike Shinoda, 
Joe Hahn, Rob Bourdon, Brad 
Delson and Dave Farrell. “And 
look forward to sharing de-
tails with you soon.”

As previously reported, 
Bennington passed away on 
July 20 in his house in the 
Palos Verdes Estates neigh-
borhood of Los Angeles. He 
was 41. Four days after his 
death, the Los Angeles Coun-
ty coroner’s of ice con irmed 
that the singer’s cause of 
death had been ruled a sui-
cide after he was found 
hanging in the upstairs area 
of his home.Bennington’s 
bandmates expressed their 
grief over his passing in a 
Facebook post on July 24. 
“Our hearts are broken,” the 
note read. “The shockwaves 
of grief and denial are still 
sweeping through our fam-
ily as we come to grips with 
what has happened. You 
touched so many lives, may-
be even more than you re-
alized. In the past few days, 

we’ve seen an outpouring of 
love and support, both public 

and private, 
from around 
the world. 

Talinda and the family appre-
ciate it, and want the world 
to know that you were the 
best husband, son, and fa-
ther; the family will never be 
whole without you.”

LINKIN PARK PLANS TO HONOR CHESTER 
BENNINGTON WITH SPECIAL PUBLIC EVENT

t r i b u t e

Bonnie Ty-
ler’s 1983 

hit Total Eclipse 
Of The Heart 
has made a sur-
prising climb to 
the top of the 
iTunes chart 
in the US. The 
song became 
the unof icial 
soundtrack of 
Monday’s total solar eclipse after Tyler was 
invited to sing on board a cruise ship during 
the natural phenomenon.

Taken from Tyler’s 1982 album Faster 
Than the Speed of Night, it has, for the time 
being at least, knocked off the song crowned 
the of icial sound of the summer from the 
number one spot.

Latin reggaeton hit Despacito by Luis 
Fonsi - which has broken records for its time 
spent at number one in different countries 

and is now the 
most streamed 
song ever, sur-
passing Justin 
Bieber’s Sor-
ry with more 
than 5 billion 
streams across 
platforms - has 
been bumped 
down to num-
ber two by Bon-

nie.Calvin Harris’ Feels, featuring Katy Perry 
and Pharrell Williams, had already knocked 
off Despacito in the UK charts last week.

Total Eclipse Of The Heart is priced at 
£1 and is now ahead of songs such as Liam 
Payne’s Strip That Down and Justin Bieber’s 
2U. During the eclipse, Tyler was joined by 
Joe Jonas’ band DNCE on stage to perform her 
famous hit. The track was shortened to two 
minutes and 40 seconds - the exact length of 
the eclipse.

BONNIE TYLER TOTALLY ECLIPSES DESPACITO
TO HIT NUMBER ONE ON US ITUNES 

THIS WEEK’S TOP 10 SONGS 
ON BILLBOARD HOT 100

1) Despacito- Luis Fonsi & Daddy 
Yankee feat Justin Bieber

2) Wild Thoughts- DJ Khaled fea-
turing Rihanna and Bryson Tiller

3) Bodak Yellow (Money Moves)- 
Cardi B

4) Unforgettable- French Montana feat Swae Lee
5) Believer- Imagine Dragons
6) Attention- Charlie Puth
7) There’s Nothing Holding Me Back- Shawn Mendes
8) That’s What I Like- Bruno Mars
9) Shape Of You- Ed Sheeran
10) Body Like A Back Road- Sam Hunt.


