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J , 14 J  (IPR): 
Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling inaugurated the three-day 
annual Maghey Sankranti Mela 
here today. 

The theme of the mela this 
year is, ‘Relive Your Memories’, 
and the organizing committee, 
led by its chief patron area 
MLA AK Ghatani, is managing 
the fair. 

The CM was accompanied 
by Mrs Tika Maya Chamling, 
the area MLA AK Ghatani, cab-
inet ministers, chairpersons, 
advisors, heads of depart-
ments, advisors, Nayabazar 
Jorethang Municipal Commit-
tee members and people from 
different parts of the State. 

At the onset, the Chief Min-
ister offered prayers at the Tri-
kaleshwar Temple. 

Thereafter, he visited the 
organic vegetable exhibition 
and inaugurated the AROG-
YA and Chief Minister’s Com-
prehensive Annual and Total 
Check-up for Healthy Sikkim 
(CATCH) Mela at Garib Utthan 
Bhawan and mela ground re-
spectively. 

He then visited the 09th 
Sikkim SARAS Trade Fair or-

ganised by the State Institute 
of Rural Development [SIRD] 
in collaboration with Rural 

Management and Develop-
ment Department and inspect-
ed the stalls and traditional 

houses installed at the venue. 
Mr Chamlinh then released 

the mela souvenir and bro-

chures and released the of icial 
member jersey of Jorethang 

CM inaugurates Jorethang Maghey Mela, announces
string of schemes in health sector

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 JAN:

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling and Gover-

nor Shriniwas Patil have 
expressed grief over the 
demise of former Gover-
nor of Sikkim, TV Rajes-
war, who passed away 
today at his residence in 
New Delhi at the age of 91.  

The late Mr. Rajeswar, 
born on 28 Aug, 1926 in 
Salem, Tamil Nadu, had 
served as the Governor 
of Sikkim from 1985 till 
1989.

He had joined the 
Indian Police Service in 
1949 after completing 
his Master of Arts in Eco-
nomics from Presidency 
College, University of 

Madras. Initially, he was 
posted to the erstwhile 
Hyderabad State and af-
ter the reorganization of 
States he was allotted the 
Andhra Pradesh cadre. 

In 1962, he joined 
the Intelligence Bureau 
as Assistant Director. 
After serving   in Sikkim 
and Bhutan from 1963 
to 1967, he was post-
ed as Deputy Director 
and Joint Director in 
the IB headquarters. In 
February 1980, he was 
promoted to the post of 
Director, IB and held the 
post till August 1983, af-
ter which he took over as 
Lieutenant Governor of 
Arunachal Pradesh- the 

CM and Governor
offer condolences on 
former Governor TV
Rajeswar’s demise  

N  D , J  14 (PTI): Four retired 
judges, including an ex-Supreme Court 
judge, today wrote an open letter to the 
chief justice of India, saying they agree 
with the issues raised by the four apex 
court judges over allocation of cas-
es and the crisis needs to be resolved 
“within the judiciary”.

The letter by former apex court 
judge P B Sawant, ex- chief justice of 
Delhi High Court A P Shah, former Ma-
dras High Court judge K Chandru and 
ex-Bombay High Court judge H Suresh 
was given to the media. It also went vi-
ral on social media.

Justice Shah con irmed having writ-
ten an open letter along with the other 
retired judges and told PTI, “We have 
written the open letter which the oth-
er judges named in the letter have also 

consented to.”
He said that the view expressed by 

the retired judges is “quite similar to 
the views of the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation (SCBA) that till this crisis is 
resolved, the important matters should 
be listed before a ive-judge Constitu-
tion bench of senior judges”.

Justice Shah said that earlier he was 
not sure about the consent given by the 
other three judges and, therefore, he ini-
tially denied having written any letter but 
now all of them have given consent to it.

The letter quoted the judges as hav-
ing said, “The four senior puisne Judges 
of the Supreme Court have brought to 
light a serious issue regarding the man-
ner of allocation of cases, particularly 
sensitive cases, to various benches of 
the Supreme Court.

“They have expressed a grave con-
cern that cases are not being allocated in 
a proper manner and are being allocat-
ed arbitrarily to particular designated 
benches, often headed by junior judges, 
in an arbitrary manner. This is having a 
very deleterious effect on the adminis-
tration of justice and the rule of law.”

The four retired judges said that they 
agree with the four judges of top court 
that though the CJI is the master of ros-
ter and can designate benches for alloca-
tion of work but this does not mean that 
it can be done in an “arbitrary manner” 
such that, “sensitive and important cas-
es” are sent to “hand-picked benches” of 
junior judges by the chief justice.

“This issue needs to be resolved 
and clear rules and norms must be laid 
down for allocation of benches and dis-

tribution of cases, which are rational, 
fair and transparent,” they said, adding 
that this must be done “immediately to 
restore public con idence” in the judi-
ciary and in the Supreme Court.

The letter further said that “howev-
er till that is done, it is important that 
all sensitive and important cases in-
cluding pending ones, be dealt with by 
a Constitution bench of the ive senior-
most judges of this Court”.

It added, “Only such measures 
would assure the people that the Su-
preme Court is functioning in a fair and 
transparent manner and that the power 
of the Chief Justice as master of roster 
is not being misused to achieve a par-
ticular result in important and sensitive 
cases. We, therefore, urge you to take 
immediate steps in this regard.”

SC crisis: 4 retired judges write open letter to CJI

N  D , J  14 
(PTI): The iconic Teen 
Murti Chowk has been 
renamed after the Israe-
li City Haifa, a year after 
the plan was put on hold 
by the NDMC.

The announcement 
comes after the sched-
uled visit of Israel Prime 
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu to India.

The idea of renam-
ing Teen Murti road and 
chowk after Haifa was 
proposed in the New 
Delhi Municipal Council 
(NDMC) council during 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s visit to Israel 
last year.

In a meeting in April, 
some NDMC council 

Teen Murti
Chowk renamed after

Israeli city Haifa
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

Sadam Senior Sec-
ondary School se-

cured second position 
in the national-level 
Interschool Band Com-
petition held at Nation-
al Bal Bhawan in New 
Delhi today in the boys 
category, a press re-
lease informs. 

Sadam School had 
stood irst in the North 
East Zonal level to qual-
ify for the nationals. 

Seven teams from 
seven zones of the coun-
try had participated in 
the competition which 
was won by Jharkhand.

Sadam School team 
was led by Vice Prin-
cipal, L.B Pradhan and 
school management 
committee member, PB 
Gurung. 

Director (Prima-
ry Education), State 
Human Resource and 
Development Depart-

ment, Bhim Thatal 
was also present at the 
function. 

Band master, Pri-
yadarsani Lama ex-
pressed that though 
the team could not 
achieve the irst posi-
tion the competition 
was a learning lesson 

for the team to achieve 
new heights in the days 
to come. 

Mr Thatal, who was 
in Delhi as an invitee of 
the MHRD at the func-
tion, has congratulated 
the entire team, the 
band master, escorting 
teacher and SMC mem-

ber Gurung for their 
success in the competi-
tion, reads release.

Additional Chief 
Secretary [HRDD], GP 
Upadhyaya has also 
congratulated the team 
and has wished them 
all success in their fu-
ture endeavors.

MAKAR SANKRANTI TREAT: The shopkeepers of Lall Bazaar, 
Gangtok, continued their annual ritual of offering free treats 
to mark Makar Sankranti today as well. Those visiting Lall Ba-
zaar were pleasantly surprised to ind plates of hot khichdi 
and pakodas straight off the stoves waiting for them at the 
entry itself to warm the bellies and the hearts on this very 
cold day.  [from Nangkha Longkumer]

Sadam School secures second position
in national band comptt 
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Hawkers Association and Mobile 
Banking Van of Sikkim State Coop-
erative Bank [SISCO].

Addressing, the gathering Mr 
Chamling extended his best wish-
es to the public on the auspicious 
occasion of Maghey Sankranti. 

He highlighted the importance 
of Jorethang Maghey Mela and 
associated the fair with the rich 
culture and heritage of Sikkim. He 
also expressed his keenness on 
bringing about a crisp change for 
the 2019 Jorethang Maghey Mela 
in progression to the mela that has 
been organized till date. 

Similarly, he advocated the in-
fusion of modern day technologies 
in organizing the mela or any fu-
ture function in the State. 

The CM also made a series of 
announcements in the health sec-
tor of the State which includes 
breast cancer check-up at the Cen-
tral Referral Hospital, vaccinations 
for Multi-drug-resistant tubercu-
losis (MDR-TB), cervical cancer 
and Hepatitis -B.

Speaking on how nutrition was 
a major factor for the health and 
wellbeing of all, the CM announced 
the provision of a stipend of Rs 

300 for every second-born child in 
a family for a period of six years. 

In relation to this, he also spoke 
about how the State Government 
provides a inancial aid of Rs 2 lakh 
for the sick and the ailing who are 
referred for treatment outside the 
State. 

Speaking about Sikkim Organic 
Mission, the CM reiterated the ban 
on non-organic produce in Sikkim 
from April 2018. 

Delving upon other aspects of 
development in the state, the CM 
reiterated entrepreneurial ven-
tures and self-employment oppor-
tunities for the youth of Sikkim. He 
urged the youth to tap maximum 
advantage through the Sikkim Or-
ganic Mission and spelled out the 
imperativeness of this life-saving 
agricultural practice. 

Delving on how the State Gov-
ernment has always laid primary 
focus on education in Sikkim, he 
apprised the students about the 
inception of pro-student schemes 
and initiatives in Sikkim in order 
to facilitate better delivery of edu-
cation in the State. 

The CM also underlined the im-
portance of skill based education 
and urged the youth and students 

to imbibe a competitive nature 
therefore doing away with the no-
tion of certi icate based education. 
He also shared his vision of work-
ing towards the overall develop-
ment of Sikkim and urged the pub-
lic to imbibe a sense of belonging-
ness towards everything they do. 

The area MLA spoke on the his-
tory of Maghey Mela here. He high-
lighted the key features of the mela 
this year such as the AROGYA fair, 
free health check up under CATCH 
program, SARAS fair, rock climb-
ing activity at Zoom Rock Garden, 
job mela, photo exhibition, rural 
sporting events and traditional 
houses.  

He also called upon the people 
to tap maximum bene its out of the 
facilities provided for the public of 
Zoom Salghari constituency par-
ticularly from the CATCH program 
and the AROGYA health fair.

During the course of the pro-
gram the Chief Minister was also 
felicitated by the Maghey Mela Cel-
ebration Committee for his hard 
work in uplifting the State and for 
his exemplary work in the ield of 
organic farming and also for be-
ing honored with the One World 
Grand Prix Award 2017. 

CM inaugurates Jorethang Maghey Mela...
contd from pg01

irst time an IPS of icer 
was appointed to a con-
stitutional post. 

He later served as 
the Governor of Sikkim, 
West Bengal and Ut-
tar Pradesh. After sixty 
years in civil service, he 
was awarded the Padma 
Vibhushan, India’s sec-
ond highest civilian hon-
or in 2012.

“As one of the most 

popular Governors of the 
State, he had a irm belief 
in establishing the rule of 
law all over the State by 
creating an atmosphere 
free of injustice, crime 
and fear. His charismatic 
and endearing personal-
ity was truly admired by 
the Sikkimese people,” 
the Chief Minister said in 
his condolence message.

In his condolence 
message sent to the fam-

ily members of the Late 
T.V Rajeswar, the Gover-
nor conveyed: “I am deep-
ly shocked and saddened 
by the news of demise of 
Padma Vibhusan awardee 
and former Governor of 
Sikkim, T.V Rajeswar.”

Remembering his 
nearly four decade long 
distinguished career in 
bureaucracy and public 
life the Governor has said 
that, “his aura as public 

igure par excellence has 
made indelible imprint 
in the psyche of people 
of the States, he served as 
Governor.  By his demise 
Sikkim has lost a fatherly 
igure, sympathizer and a 

true well wisher.” 
Mr Chamling and Mr 

Patil have both offered 
their deepest condolenc-
es to the family of the Late 
TV Rajeswar on behalf of 
Sikkim and its people. 

CM and Governor offer condolences on former Governor...
contd from pg01

Girl drowns in Bermele 
river in South 

G , 14 J : A 15-year-old girl reportedly 
drowned in the Bermele river in Borong, South Sikkim 
on 12 Jan. According to police reports, the incident 
took place when the girl, along with her 13-year-old 
brother had gone to collect nettles in the forest. The 
girl slipped and was washed away by the strong cur-
rent of the river. 

Truck driver killed in 
collision with gate

G , 14 J : A 30-year-old man was killed after 
the truck he was driving crashed into the Kitam Bird 
Sanctuary gate in Kitam, South Sikkim on 13 Jan. 

A resident of Nepal, the driver was reportedly 
driving home from his work at the road widening site 
under RSK Construction Company. When the truck 
reached Lower Kitam Fatak, the vehicle, with its up-
lifted loader raised, reportedly hit the concrete gate 
resulting in the concrete gate to fall onto the driver’s 
cabin causing his death. 

The dead body has been sent to Namchi Hospital 
for post mortem examination. The deceased’s legal 
guardians have been informed about the incident 
along with the vehicle’s owner. 

SADA booking in in Rhenock
Gangtok, 14 Jan: A 21-year-old utility driver 
was brought in by Rhenock police on 13 Jan on 
charges of reportedly trying to smuggle contraband 
substances into the State from Siliguri. The accused 
was reportedly intercepted by the police in Rhenock 
Bazaar and a formal inspection was conducted by the 
police personnel. 

32 Spasmoproxyvon and 78 N-10 tablets were 
recovered from the vehicle. The accused has been 
brought in and booked under Sikkim Anti Drugs Act. 
The recovered contraband substances along with the 
utility truck have been seized by the police.

Man accused of sexual 
assault in Ravangla 
Gangtok, 14 Jan: A 42-year-old man from Ravangla 
has been accused of sexually assaulting a 35-year-old 
woman on 13 Jan, reports Ravangla Police Station. 
The victim had reportedly gone to visit her neighbor 
when she was assaulted.   

Both the victim and accused were sent to hospital 
for medical examination after which the accused was 
taken into custody. 

TARULS IN DEMAND: Maghe Sankranti is that time of the year when tradition requires for taruls to be plated and 
consumed. And Sikkim does it in copious amount, as is obvious from the mounds laid out at Lall Bazaar in Gangtok where shoppers 
have a healthy stock and variety to choose from.

BJP demands 
that salaries 
of MR 
employees 
be released
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J : 

Bharatiya Janta Party’s 
Sikkim unit presi-

dent, DB Chauhan, has 
been visiting various 
places and interacting 
with the people of South 
and West districts as part 
of the party’s Jan Sam-
parkha Abhiyan. 

During an interaction, 
Muster Roll employees of 
different departments 
placed their grievances 
of not having received 
their salaries since Octo-
ber last year, claims a BJP 
press release. 

The release adds that 
when the party enquired 
about the issue with con-
cerned departments they 
were not aware of this.

The party has criti-
cized the irresponsible 
attitude of of icials and 
the government towards 
the suffering of MR em-
ployees. On the same, the 
party demanded the gov-
ernment to immediately 
address the issue of MR 
employees.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 14 J :

The 11th Battalion, Indo-Tibet-
an Border Police, organized a 

kite- lying competition today at 

Pegong in North Sikkim where it 
is stationed. The event was held to 
mark the Makar Sankranti festival, 
a press release informs. Battal-
ion Commandant, Rajesh Kumar 

Tomar congratulated the jawans 
and their families on the occasion. 
Sweets were also distributed on 
behalf of ITBP to the jawans and 
their families. 

ITBP conducts kite lying comptt 
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45th Day Kriya
The 45 days Kriya of Late Dil 
Maya Pariyar, who passed away 
on 30th November, 2017 falls on 
15th January 2018. All our rel-
atives, friends and well wishers 
are requested to join us for off er-
ing prayers to the departed soul 
at Marut Bhawan, Namchi Ba-
zaar, South Sikkim. We off er our 

sincere gratitude towards those who stood by us in 
the time of bereavement. 

Prava Pariyar, Ashok Pariyar [daugh-
ters], Bishal Pariyar, Ashok Pariyar 

[brothers]- 9609856318, Man Maya Pari-
yar, Bishnu Maya Pariyar [sisters], 

8670625231, 9733187168, 8768264739

Teen Murti Chowk renamed after Israeli city Haifa
members had claimed that the 
proposal had been passed but 
the civic body chairman, Naresh 
Kumar, announced hours later 
that the issue was deferred.

“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his Israeli counterpart 
Benjamin Netanyahu will jointly 
pay tribute at the memorial,” a 
senior NDMC of icial said.

“The Teen Murti Chowk will 
be renamed as Teen Murti Haifa 
Chowk, in the centenary year of 
the Battle for Haifa as a symbol 
of friendship between the peo-

ple of India and Israel,” he said.
The Israeli city was liberated 

from Ottoman occupation by In-
dian soldiers during World War I.

A large number of Indian sol-
diers of the 15th Imperial Ser-
vice Cavalry Brigade died during 
the battle to free the city and 
nearly 900 were buried in Israel.

September 23 is celebrated 
as Haifa Day in India and Israel 
every year as a mark of respect 
for the soldiers who lost their 
lives in the battle and to mark 
the end of 400 years of Turkish 
control over the city.

Demands to rename Teen 
Murti road and chowk have been 
made over the past few years by 
various organisations, including 
the RSS.

Senior RSS functionary In-
dresh Kumar had said in 2015 
that the government should ac-
knowledge the role played by 
the three regiments of the Indi-
an Army in the Battle of Haifa in 
1918.

According to the Ministry of 
Culture, a “wrong impression” 
has been built about the 
Teen Murti Chowk that it has 

something to do with Mahatma 
Gandhi.

“The Teen Murti Chowk was 
named to mark the role of the 
three cavalry regiments. But no 
one knows this today. The mo-
ment people think of the Teen 
Murti they think of Gandhiji’s 
monkeys. This is a wrong im-
pression that needs to be cor-
rected,” it had earlier said.

Teen Murti Bhavan, the resi-
dence of India’s irst prime min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru and now 
a museum, is at the Teen Murti 
crossing.

contd from pg01

J , 14 J  
(IPR): The irst Mobile 
Banking Van of the State 
was launched by the 
Chief Minister on the 
occasion of the Maghey 
Sankranti Mela 2018 
here today at the Jore-
thang public ground. The 
mobile van will meet the 
banking requirements of 
people who reside in the 
more remote parts of Sik-
kim, it was informed.

The Mobile Banking 
Van, which is provided 

by SISCO Bank, provides 
banking facilities to peo-
ple in places where there 
is no access to banks.

Assistant General 
Manager, SISCO Bank, 
Deepak Tewari, further 
informed that the bank 
will organize awareness 
camps to generate wider 
awareness about the fa-
cility and it also conduct 
counselling for people 
focusing on inancial lit-
eracy.

This, it was highlight-

ed, was a huge milestone 
in the banking sector 
here and has been initi-
ated by SISCO Bank with 
support from NABARD. 

Mr. Tewari said that 
SISCO Bank was the 
only licence holder bank 
which provides Debit 
Card under RuPay Plat-
form and will be accept-
ed all over the country. 
He also mentioned that 
there is only one Van 
in the initial stage, but 
there are plans to bring 

more in the coming days 
so that people receive the 
bene it of banking right 
at their doorsteps.

Earlier, the Chief Min-
ister also released Mem-
ber Jersey of Jorethang 
Hawkers’ Association. 

The association, 
which was established 
in the year 2014, with 
the theme, “One Team, 
One Dream”, has helped 
people during times of 
disasters and natural ca-
lamities. The association 

also organises cleanli-
ness drives, free medical 
camps, blood donation 
camps etc.

The president of the 
association, Anil Rai, 
informs that the associ-
ation has done various 
charitable things like 
helping people in Dz-
ongu, Nepal, Bihar, Dar-
jeeling and Kalimpong 
during times of natural 
calamities and disasters 
such as major landslides, 
loods, earthquakes etc.

CM launches SISCO Bank’s mobile banking van

STDC lowers 
Gangtok 
joyride fare
NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 14 J :

Sikkim Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation 

(STDC) has slashed the 
fare for the Gangtok he-
licopter joyride service 
to Rs 1,200 rupees per 
head, keeping in mind 
the ongoing Red Panda 
Winter Carnival. 

Billed as the Red Pan-
da joyride, the light of-
fers an aerial view of the 
capital along with some 
breathtaking views of the 
surrounding mountains 
and valleys. 

In the ten minute 
ride, the chopper takes 
the passengers through 
the length and breadth of 
the capital giving a birds-
eye view of the city. 

“We could not miss this 
opportunity as it is one of 
the most beautiful cities 
in the country,” shared a 
tourist, Raj Mangala, hail-
ing from the southern 
state of Karnataka. 

The tourist further 
appreciated the low 
price of the joyride and 
expressed satisfaction on 
completion of the chop-
per ride. 

“For a limited period, 
we are taking on a head 
count basis which is di-
rect reduction from the 
previous rates,” said Base 
Estate Manager, Burtuk 
Helipad, Tejpal Pradhan,. 

He adds, “Seeing your 
own hometown and how 
beautiful it looks from 
7,000 feet is an experi-
ence to cherish.”

N  D , J  14 
(PTI): Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi today 
attacked the Modi gov-
ernment over its deci-
sion that passport hold-
ers requiring emigration 
check would be given an 
orange-coloured pass-
port while others will 
continue to get a blue 
one, saying it shows the 
BJP’s “discriminatory 
mindset”.

Gandhi also said the 
move was unacceptable 
and shows that the gov-
ernment was treating In-
dia’s migrant workers as 
“second class citizens”.

The passport holders 
with ECR (Emigration 
Check Required) status 
would be issued a pass-
port with orange pass-
port jacket and those 
with non-ECR status 
would continue to get a 
blue passport, an MEA 
statement had said last 
week.

ECR is mostly re-
quired by less skilled 
workers.

“Treating India’s mi-
grant workers like sec-
ond class citizens is com-

pletely unacceptable. 
This action demonstrates 
BJP’s discriminatory 
mindset,” the Congress 
president tweeted.

Till now, all Indian 
citizens were given blue-
coloured passports, 
with the exception of 
diplomatic and of icial 
passports which have 
red and white covers 
respectively.

The recommenda-
tions of a three-member 
panel, comprising of i-
cials from the external 
affairs ministry and the 
women and child devel-
opment ministry, were 
accepted and it was de-
cided that the last page 
of passports and other 
travel documents issued 
under the Passports 
Act, 1967, and Passport 
Rules, 1980, “would no 
longer be printed”, the 
MEA had said.

Passports also may 
no longer serve as a val-
id proof of address after 
the external affairs min-
istry decided not to print 
the last page of the travel 
document with the ad-
dress of the holder.

Orange passports:
Rahul says it shows BJP’s 
discriminatory mindset

K , J  14 
(PTI): Intense cold weather 
in Nepal’s southern region 
has claimed six more 
lives, taking to 50 the 
death toll due to severe 
winter conditions in the 
Himalayan nation, police 
said today.

Three people, 
including two 
septuagenarians, died in 
Rautahat district while 
another three, including 
a two-year- old child, 
died in Saptari district 
yesterday, they said.

Life has been severely 
affected by the cold 
waves that hit mainly 
southern Nepal districts 
over the past one week.

About 50 people 
have died of cold wave 
across the country this 
winter, with 27 of these 

deaths taking place in the 
southern Saptari district 
alone, the Kathmandu 
Post reported.

In a separate incident, 
ive people were killed 

in a jeep accident in 
Sankhuwasabha district 
of eastern Nepal today.

The chairperson of 
Makalu Rural Municipality, 
Khadga Katuwal, was 
among the deceased, 
according to Chief District 
Of icer Shivaraj Joshi.

The accident took place 
at Samatar of Bhotkhola 
Rural Municipality in 
the district. The ill-
fated jeep en route to 
Dovan of Bhotkhola 
Rural Municipality from 
district headquarters 
Khandbari met with the 
accident at around 12 
pm.

Cold wave claims
6 more lives in Nepal; 

toll reaches 50

WB to celebrate 
Makar 
Sankranti 
day as Lok 
Sanskriti Dibas
K , J  14 (PTI): 
Starting this year, the 
West Bengal government 
would celebrate the 
Makar Sankranti day as 
the Lok Sanskriti Dibas 
to promote folk artists of 
the state, Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee today 
said.

She also extended 
her wishes to the people 
on occasion of Makar 
Sankranti.

“Wishing everyone 
the best on the occasion 
of Makar Sankranti. 
From this year, we will 
be celebrating this day 
as Lok Sanskriti Dibas in 
#Bengal to promote the 
folk artistes of our State,” 
Banerjee wrote on her 
Twitter handle today.

Makar Sankranti, 
celebrated on this day 
every January, as the 
irst day of the sun’s 

transit into the Makar 
(Capricorn). It also 
marks the end of winter 
season and the start of 
longer days.

N  D , J  14 
(PTI): Google today 
paid tribute to eminent 
Bengali writer-activist 
Mahasweta Devi on her 
92nd birth anniversary 
with a doodle depicting 
her contribution to 
literature and her 
work with the tribal 
community.

The Padma Vibhushan 
awardee was best known 
for her works including 
“Hajar Churashir Maa”, 
“Chotti Munda Evam Tar 
Tir”, “Rudali”, and “Jhansir 
Rani”.

With over 100 novels 
and over 20 short stories 
collections, Mahasweta 
Devi’s work primarily 
focused on social issues 
and common people.

Born in 1926 in 
Dhaka to well-known 
poet Manish Ghatak 
and Dharitri Devi, also 
a writer and social 
worker, she grew up in 
a political and literary 

environment.
After graduating 

in Bachelor of Arts 
(Hons) in English from 
the Patha-Bhavana 
Vishvabharati University, 
Santiniketan, she also 
completed her Master’s 
degree in English from 
Calcutta University.

For her work in the 
literary ield, she received 
Sahitya Akademi Award 
for “Aranyer Adhikar” in 
1979, Jnanpith Award in 

1996, Ramon Magsaysay 
Award in 1997 and was 
shortlisted for Man 
Booker International 
Prize in 2009.

Apart from her 
literary work, Devi was 
also known for her social 
work for the rights of 
tribal communities in 
West Bengal, Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh 
and Madhya Pradesh.

She had also taken 
active part in Nandigram 

agitation and headed 
the movement against 
the earlier CPI (Marxist) 
government’s industrial 
policy.

She was awarded 
Padma Shri for social 
work in 1986, Padma 
Vibhushan in 2006 and 
Banga Bibhushan in 
2011.

Devi passed away in 
July, 2016 following a 
heart attack and other 
age-related illnesses.

Google honours Mahasweta Devi 
on 92nd birth anniversary

S  I  (WB), J  
14 (PTI): Around 20 lakh 
devotees from across the 
country and neighbouring 
Nepal, Bhutan and 
Bangladesh today took a 
holy dip at the con luence 
of the Ganga and the Bay 
of Bengal in West Bengal’s 
South 24 Parganas district 
on the occasion of Makar 
Sankranti.

“So far around 20 lakh 
devotees have taken a dip 
in the holy water here. 
Everything went smoothly 
and there is no report of 

any untoward incident,” 
South 24 Parganas District 
Magistrate Y Ratnakara 
Rao told PTI.

With prayers on their 
lips, the devotees jostled 
for space since early hours 
to take a dip in the holy 
water at Ganga Sagar, also 
known as ‘Sagardwip’.

Every year, on Makar 
Sankranti day, an ocean 
of pilgrims gather here 
to take a dip at the 
con luence of the Ganga 
and the Bay of Bengal and 
offer prayers in the Kapil 

Muni Temple.
A woman was killed 

and eight others injured 
when the bus in which 
they were travelling to 
Sagar Island met with an 
accident near Kachuberia, 
Rao said.

Sugiya Devi (65), a 
resident of Jharkhand’s 
Palamu district, was 
injured in the accident 
and rushed to a nearby 
hospital, where she was 
declared brought dead, 
the DM said.

A blanket of heavy 

security cover has been 
thrown in the area. The 
state government has 
deployed over 3,000 
policemen and pressed 
into service seven 
drones to for safety of 
pilgrims.

“I have come here 
for the irst time for 
the holy snan (dip). All 
arrangements have been 
done keeping in mind 
comfort of the pilgrims,” 
Satish Tiwary, a devotee 
from Maharashtra’s 
Yavatmal, said.

20 lakh pilgrims take holy dip on Makar Sankranti
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WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if 
they like something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Brrr…
If the Apex Court is vulnerable,

how are we to feel?

In these times of runaway chauvinism and belligerent 
domination, the sanity and detached decorum main-

tained by the courts were the last hope for citizens who 
want this country to be about more than what one group 
or section is conspiring it to become. Ideally, our coun-
try’s foundational commitment to equality and secular 
ethos should be reinforced through a collaborative effort 
between the legislative, executive and judicial arms of 
governance, with a civil society remaining engaged and 
exerting the moral pressure required for the troika to stay 
the course. Unfortunately for us, the legislature and ex-
ecutive were set on a dangerous spiral of collusion in the 
Seventies, their nexus gaining strength through the de-
cades since and the two are now almost indistinguishable 
in their belief of belonging to the master class. The struc-
ture of the judiciary has also been under assault in overt 
and subtle ways since then – remember the Emergency – 
but it has held reasonably strong and occasionally pushed 
back with enough strength to keep at least one pillar of 
democracy from hollowing out completely. Although even 
this façade has been chipped away at different levels and 
to different extents and its delivery mechanism compro-
mised through administrative lethargy, our Courts, in 
spite of the delays, remained an institution which com-
manded the con idence of the people and with that, kept 
hope alive. Pause on that for a while – if a country of a 
billion was to lose hope, can you imagine the anarchy we 
will be delivering on the streets? And the evil that would 
dance to the resultant beats of fear and paranoia? Our 
Courts hence, are responsible for more than delivering 
verdicts and justice, their integrity is integral to keeping 
us sane, safe and staying the course as diverse people of a 
united republic. 

For the Courts to serve this role, its independence 
needs to be guaranteed. It is obviously because the 
Courts need to be independent that it pays such at-
tention to convention, protocol and procedures which 
give one the impression of detachment and even elit-
ism, but are essential ways and means to keep it as 
distant from in luence and thus co-option as possible. 
This model was also adopted for constitutional bodies, 
but rules have been consistently amended and re-in-
terpreted to strip them of their independence. Similar 
efforts have also been underway to in iltrate the judi-
ciary and rein it under control. The Supreme Court has 
consistently resisted such efforts because it is obvious 
that if it were to share “power” it will only be a matter 
of time before its integrity will also come under the 
in luence of divisiveness that politics thrives on and 
the opportunism that the executive pro its from. Ad-
mittedly, our Courts are not a perfect institution, but 
as mentioned earlier and as has been said often by 
others, they remain the last hope for our democracy to 
survive the assaults it is under.

That being the case, it should frighten every citizen 
that the judges of the apex court are feeling increas-
ingly vulnerable and compromised. Earlier this week, 
four senior justices went public with their complaints 
against their own institution. This was an unprece-
dented move and cannot be de lected with arguments 
that it was an internal matter of the Supreme Court. 
When the fears were aired in the public  domain, it was 
obviously to ensure that the follow-up was held in a 
transparent manner in public domain as well. Even if 
one is not convinced about the validity of the points 
raised by the judges in question, what cannot be ig-
nored is that they are important arguments and need 
to be addressed and explained for our hope to survive. 
One must also remember that a former CJ was driven 
to tears at a public event not so long ago due to the 
politico-bureaucratic lethargy which was leaving too 
many judicial positions in the country vacant to dan-
gerous levels. Judicial processes are complicated and 
the latest public statement by the protesting justices is 
not black&white direct and does not provide speci ics, 
but it is important and because the courts are import-
ant to our democracy too, as citizens, we should make 
the effort to keep ourselves better informed now and 
more engaged. After all, if the custodians of the Apex 
Court are feeling vulnerable and disenchanted, where 
will that leave us?

JANE ARSCOTT
theconversation.com

Time is up for gender injustice. Women want 
to see their human rights respected. Rights to 

personal safety, economic security and meaningful 
participation lead the to-do list for 2018. Equality 
and equity, fairness and justice will follow.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the Of-
ice of the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights 

has invited us all to Take Action to promote, defend 
and re lect on the meaning and relevance of human 
rights.

The time is now for human rights and gender 
equality to reconceive our nation.

At the recent Golden Globe awards, Hollywood 
fought for women’s rights in support of the Time’s 
Up movement using the word intersectional. Inter-
sectional means we are looking at issues of wom-
en’s rights as intimately connected to each other 
such as racism, sexism and colonialism.

Canadian society’s disregard for the dignity and 
rights of all citizens was revealed during the Nation-
al Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls, which reported the far-reaching 
consequences of gender-based violence.

These consequences touch all aspects of life: 
Trauma, poor health, injury, early death and the 
effects of these legacies on personhood, family, 
friends and community across multiple genera-
tions. All of the leading issues for 2018 — personal 
safety, economic security and meaningful partici-
pation —are intimately connected to each other.

Crucially: What is good for women will also be 
good for Canada. The commitment to respect wom-
en’s rights means the elimination of gender-based 
economic and social discrimination. By doing so, 
everyone living in Canada stands to become more 
resilient, prosperous and content once human 
rights, women’s rights and the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples become entwined and integral to this place 
called Canada.

The subjection women and girls to abuse, as-
sault, battery, harassment, injury and neglect must 
end now.

GENDER IS INTEGRAL TO OUR ECONOMY
Personal safety, or the right to security of the per-
son, includes bodily safety and integrity of persons. 
Personal safety is connected to economic security, 
health and well-being and the valuing of all wom-
en’s contributions past, present and future.

Unaddressed injustices can result in compro-
mised health and well-being, poverty and early 
death. 

Economic insecurity is a primary cause of con-
cern for women. This insecurity diminishes auton-
omy and makes women and girls vulnerable to vio-
lations of their bodily security and integrity.

Human rights considerations to improve eco-
nomic insecurity include: An increased minimum 
wage, equal pay for equal work, pay equity, col-
lective bargaining, social security and vulnerable 
workers who do precarious work. These are all op-
tions recommended through gender analysis that 

assesses how diverse groups of women, men and 
gender-variant groups may differ in their experi-
ence of practices, policies and programs available.

Intersections with additionally relevant con-
sideration such as ability, age, race and statuses 
related to citizenship, employment, family or living 
arrangements and marriage may also need to be 
taken into account.

Seeing gender as integral to the economy brings 
the true value of women into the conversation.

LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE MATTER
Meaningful participation, including political lead-
ership and in luential roles in all aspects of Cana-
dian life, is another change Canadian women want. 
Women’s full participation in governance would 
help to end gender-based violence and safeguard 
security of the person.

For example, personal safety, economic secu-
rity and full participation and leadership are on 
the watchlist for Canadian women in 2018, in part 
because they are areas prioritized by an informal 
group of ministers responsible for the Status of 
Women across Canada.

Their purpose is to increase gender equality. 
The group shares information and best practices. 
Its members collaborate. In 2018, this network 
plans to coordinate the use of $100 million in fed-
eral funds to prevent and address gender-based 
violence because it’s time.

Canadian women also want to see gender pari-
ty extend beyond the composition of cabinets. The 
same principles are broadly applicable to agencies, 
boards, commissions, directorships, executives, i-
nance, government, health, industry and the judi-
ciary, across Canada.

The business case as well as the political need 
for women’s equality is also important.

VOTE, MAKE NOISE AND MAKE CHANGE
Elections to be held in Ontario, Québec and New 
Brunswick this year provide one channel for mak-
ing the needed change. Candidates, leaders and po-
litical parties can be asked to explain themselves in 

terms of rights, gender and women.
It’s time for provinces to elevate women’s 

equality to the status of ministries. Alberta and 
Ontario are the only provinces that have a Ministry 
of Status of Women. The Alberta ministry leads the 
government’s efforts to achieve gender equality in 
Alberta.

It’s time for these types of of icial gender-equal-
ity agendas to be implemented. Informal coordina-
tion of efforts is not enough. Gender equality and 
human rights require visibility and government 
coordination. 

What is seen gets done. Visibility ampli ies 
voice. Actions become real and measurable, and 
reach out to women in different and dif icult sit-
uations. Regardless of who the women are, where 
they live or who they regard as kin, Canadian wom-
en want to be able to access, exercise and enjoy 
their human rights free of fear, want and exclusion.

Another channel for action in 2018 involves 
the media. Journalists must continue to seek the 
truth — and can be adept at pinning down politi-
cians about their responses to the missing and the 
murdered. They can inquire about bullying, harass-
ment and name-calling, especially in public arenas 
of life.

Journalists also shape public opinion. They as-
sess the public record. They can make space for 
gender analysis in public discussion. Questions 
about women’s equality need to be asked and an-
swered. Canadian women should invite journalists 
to hold newsmakers to account for what they say 
and do.

In 2018, Canadian women want words and 
deeds to be seen to ensure their safety, and extend 
and deepen gender equality.

Time is up. Canadian women demand their 
rights. The devaluation of the lives and aspirations 
of women and girls has to end now. In 2018, human 
rights are women’s rights. Take action.

[the writer is Professor, Atha-
basca University]

EMILY BIRCH
theconversation.com

Years ago, we believed that we 
weren’t animals and that animals 

were here solely for our use. Indeed, a 
cow was just a walking burger, steak 
of Sunday roast, keeping itself fresh 
and tasty ready for when we were 
hungry.

Luckily, for their sake, things have 
progressed signi icantly from then 
and now we recognise that animals 
(including our “superior” human 
selves in that category) can expe-
rience emotions from more simple 
ones such as happiness and sadness 
to more complex ones such as empa-
thy, jealousy and grief. Animal sen-
tience is de ined as the ability to feel, 
perceive and experience subjectively. 
In other words, it’s about emotions 
and feelings and in some respects, 
having an awareness that “you are 
you”.

In fact, the scienti ic evidence for 
animals being sentient is vast – so 
clear that three scientists read 2,500 
papers studying sentience in non-hu-
man animals and concluded con i-
dently that sentience does indeed 
exist. 

If you saw Blue Planet II recently, 
for example, you’ll have seen the foot-
age of a pilot whale carrying around 
her dead calf. For most humans, this 
clearly demonstrates a form of griev-
ing, particularly given the behaviour 
changes in the wider family pod.

THE EVIDENCE FOR SENTIENCE
Studies have shown that sheep are 
able to recognise the faces of their 
sheep friends even after being sepa-

rated for two years. Elephants from 
strong family groups with immense 
memories and they cry when they 
are hurt (both physically and emo-
tionally). Capuchin monkeys know 
when they are receiving unequal pay 
(grapes vs cucumber) and Macaques 
develop individual cultures, par-
ticularly when it comes to how one 
should wash a potato.

Chimpanzees like to keep the 
peace by redistributing bananas if 
someone complains that their share 
is unfair and even rats have been 
shown to demonstrate empathy by 
giving up their favourite snack to save 
a drowning friend. They also giggle 
when being tickled.

Fish use tools and octopus weigh 
up whether the effort needed to gain 
a food reward is worth it depend-
ing on the type of food. There is also 
plenty of evidence on how animals 
have individual personalities and in-
deed how some are a glass half full 

type while others are more glass half 
empty.

But it isn’t just from watching 
their behaviour that we can say ani-
mals are sentient. When we examine 
the brains of species (and indeed indi-
viduals), we can draw parallels from 
what we know about human brains 
and start to make assumptions.

Emotions mainly stem from a part 
of our brain called the “limbic sys-
tem”. Our limbic system is relatively 
large and indeed humans are a very 
emotive species. So when we come 
across a brain that has a smaller lim-
bic system than ours, we assume it 
feels fewer emotions. But, and here’s 
the big but, when a limbic system 
is comparatively much bigger than 
ours, we don’t assume it feels more 
emotions than us. Most likely because 
we cannot imagine something that 
we do not feel or even know about. 

THE ACT OF KILLING
In some marine mammals, their lim-

bic system is four times larger than 
ours is. In addition to this, some 
marine mammals have spindle cells, 
which we originally thought were 
unique to humans, allowing us to 
make rapid decisions in complex so-
cial situations. Arguably, would these 
evolve if they weren’t used for the 
same (or at least similar) purposes.

One potential reason why we 
don’t like thinking too much about 
animal sentience is because we like 
to kill animals. Some to eat and some, 
quite simply because we do not like 
them. Look at those poor spiders 
in autumn, coming in to ind some 
shelter, only to meet their end be-
ing smacked by a slipper wielding 
human. We also turn a blind eye to 
systematic cruelty on an mass scale 
to ensure we save some money on 
meat at the supermarket. It’s far eas-
ier to pretend these animals don’t 
have feelings or emotions so that we 
can enjoy a cheap dinner without the 
emotion of guilt creeping in.

So is animal sentience a big deal? 
Yes, it is. We need to ensure we in-
clude it everywhere to safeguard the 
welfare of all animals, not just our 
pets. We live in a world where a lady 
putting a cat in a bin causes immense 
public shaming, yet we’ll pop down 
to the nearest fast food outlet and eat 
meat that has lived the most abhor-
rent life ever without thinking twice. 
It really is time that we spent more 
time thinking about the thinking be-
ings around us.

[the writer is Research Fellow 
in Human Canine Interactions, 
Nottingham Trent University]

Crying elephants and giggling rats–
animals have feelings, too

Time’s up for gender injustice: What
every woman wants in 2018
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ENAXI SAIKIA BARUA
G , J  14 (PTI): If you 
were in Assam, you would have 
virtually seen London’s Tower 
Bridge, the Eiffel Tower, the India 
Gate or the Red Fort.

There’s more. One would have 
even come across Iceland’s igloos 
and the 9/11 twin towers in the US 
and recreation of the crash-land-
ing of a plane carrying the then 
prime minister Morarjee Desai in 
a paddy ield at a village in Jorhat 
district 40 years ago. Both Desai 
and the then Arunachal Pradesh 
chief minister P K Thungon es-
caped unhurt.

These are all themes of 
‘bhelaghars’ for the harvest festi-
val Bhogali or Magh Bihu in Assam.

The traditional conical make-
shift huts ‘bhelaghars’ or ‘mejis’ 
made of bamboo, leaves and thatch 
for Bhogali feasts Bihu this year 
saw these new motifs.

Themes on burning issues con-
cerning Assam such as saving the 
rhino, the river Brahmaputra, envi-
ronment, recurring loods, among 
others, were also taken up to raise 
awareness, organisers across the 
state said.

Local news television channels 
have announced ‘best bhelaghar’ 
competitions and sel ies in front 
of them.

With the granaries full after a 
good harvest people on the irst 
day, ‘Uruka’ celebrations of Bhoga-
li were held across the state last 
night.

People from all communities 
irrespective of caste, faith, eth-
nicity or language in a spirit of 
brotherhood gather to participate 
in the celebrations by building 

the structure to prepare the local 
delicacies of ish and meat for a 
grand feast inside the mejis in the 
open farm ields.

Ruhini Gogoi, an organiser of 
the Morarjee Desai plane crash 
bhelaghar, said “We took this 
theme to tell the new generation 
about the ive IAF elite Communi-
cation Squadron pilots who made 
the supreme sacri ice in saving 
the life of the then prime minister 
Morarji Desai.”

“A tree was planted then by the 
villagers at the crash site to mark 
the area. We thought of commemo-
rating the occasion now on its 40th 
year by making a life size structure 
of that 1970s version of Air India 
One plane,” Gogoi said.

One of the organisers of the 
Tower Bridge meji in Nalbari dis-
trict said he visited London last 
year and wanted the people of his 
home town to see what it looked 
like and so suggested construction 
of its replica.

The initial budget was Rs 5 
lakh but had doubled now and 
took nearly 15 days to construct it 
and decorate it with coloured light 
ittings, he said.

People of Basugaon in Chirang 
district made a replica of the Big 
Ben clock tower.

A replica of the two-storied 
Rang Ghar was built in Sivasagar 
where the original oldest surviving 
amphitheatre in Asia exists.

Rang Ghar built by Ahom kings 
in the 18th century had served as 
a royal sports-pavilion for royalty 
and nobles to witness games like 
buffalo ights and other sports at 
Rupahi Pathar.

India Gate and Red Fort in 

Delhi, ancient temples, 9/11 twin 
towers with the plane hitting one 
of the buildings along with tradi-
tional house styles of the different 
ethnic groups of the state have also 
been showcased as bhelaghars.

A full size train with an engine 
with compartments where people 
can sit was made at Boralipothar 
in Gohpur district to the joy of 
young children.

In the hill district of Karbi An-
glong a ‘Save Brahmaputra’ from 
pollution theme was adopted at 
Howraghat, while locals at Demow 
in Sivasagar and Nagaon’s Amoni-
sali chose ‘Save Kaziranga’ theme to 
create awareness about preserving 
its lora and fauna with models of 
rhinos, tigers, peacocks, etc.

A made-to-scale model of 
France’s Eiffel Tower was con-
structed at Dhupdhora in Goalpara 
district where another bhelaghar 
depicting the man-elephant con-
lict was made with an elephant 

destroying a thatch house.
In Golaghat district’s Merapa-

ni bordering Nagaland, the theme 
was Iceland with igloos, sledges 
drawn by animals, lea less tress 
and ice skaters, while at another 
place a giant sized model from the 
Gulliver’s Travels was the choice.

The people in Lakhimpur dis-
trict, worst affected by the recur-
ring annual loods, chose deluge as 
their theme to highlight their suf-
ferings during the monsoons.

After last night’s merry-mak-
ing and feasting, the bhelaghars 
and mejis were set ablaze to the 
chanting of prayers appealing to 
the ire god (Agni) not to cause 
destruction during the coming dry 
months.

Assam’s Bihu ‘bhelaghars’ 
adopt global themes

New moth 
species 
discovered 
in Arunachal 
Pradesh
I , J  14 (PTI): 
Researchers have dis-
covered a new species 
of moth from the Talle 
Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

The discovery of the 
Zygaenid moth was pub-
lished in the Journal of 
Threatened Taxa, an in-
ternational journal on 
conservation and tax-
onomy, on December 26 
last year.

The article was pub-
lished by Bombay Natu-
ral History Society scien-
tist Monsoon Jyoti Gogoi 
and renowned lepidop-
tera (study of butter lies 
and moths) expert J J 
Young, and state educa-
tion department employ-
ee Punyo Chada.

“During a ield trip to 
Talle Wildlife Sanctuary 
we colleted a torn, de-
formed moth found to be 
an undescribed female 
Elcysma, at an elevation 
of 1,700m in Ziro. This 
discovery represents the 
irst record of Elcysma 

from Arunachal Pradesh,” 
the researchers said.

They suggested that 
the new species, scien-
ti ically named Elcysma 
Ziroensis, be common-
ly called Apatani Glory, 
named after a local tribe 
called Apatani.

This species has 
only been seen during 
autumn, notably in the 
month of September, in-
dicating that it is a uni-
voltine species, meaning 
it has one brood of young 
in a year.

K , J  14 (PTI): 
The West Bengal gov-
ernment is set to un-
leash a new revamped 
tourism policy by the 
end of this month, a top 
official has said.

The government 
also hopes to otilise the 
upcoming tourism fair 
- ‘Destination East’-- to 
showcase its various 
tourism destinations to 
both domestic and in-
ternational tour oper-
ators, before unveiling 

the new policy.
“The draft of the West 

Bengal government s up-
coming tourism policy 
is ready, and if things go 
as planned, it will be un-
veiled by the end of this 
month,” Atri Bhattacha-
rya, Principal Secretary, 
Department of Tourism 
in West Bengal said.

“We wish to incor-
porate in the new policy 
certain relevant points 
made at the Sectoral 
Conference on Tourism 

at the upcoming ‘Bengal 
Global Business Summit 
(BGBS)’ and also ‘Desti-
nation East’ to be jointly 
organized by the West 
Bengal Tourism Depart-
ment and the Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry 
(CII) next week,” Bhat-
tacharya said.

He said that before 
unveiling the new policy, 
the government needs 
to understand from 
overseas and domestic 
stakeholders about their 

requirement and what 
more can be done in the 
policy to make Bengal a 
leading tourism and in-
vestment destination.

“These two forums 
will enable us to get in-
dustry feedback,” he said.

Altogether, 102 over-
seas delegates from 30 
countries, including 14 
from the US, 12 from the 
UK and 12 from Russia, 
are expected to gather at 
the newly-built conven-
tion centre at New Town 

for the two-day tourism 
summit ‘Destination East’ 
beginning on January 18.

“We are aiming to 
showcase Gajoldoba in 
North Bengal as a poten-
tial tourism destination. 
There is also an event 
lined up at Gazoldoba,” 
Bhattacharya said.

“The global tour op-
erators, travel agents 
and travel writers would 
have an unprecedented 
access to innovative and 
diverse tourism prod-

ucts West Bengal has on 
offer through a number 
of familiarization (Fam) 
trips,” Bhattacharya said.

Fam trips would take 
the global tour operators 
to Darjeeling, Kalimpong 
and the Dooras in north 
Bengal and the Sunder-
bans and the coastal areas 
in south Bengal including 
Digha and Mandarmani, 
besides Murshidabad and 
Santiniketan.

Manish Jain, Sec-
retary, Department of 

Tourism in the state, 
said that through ‘Des-
tination East’, the state 
government was keen on 
demonstrating its poten-
tial in the tourism sector.

“The idea is to make 
new innovative tourism 
circuits, connecting not 
only the eastern and 
north eastern states but 
also countries like Bhu-
tan, Nepal etc,” said Atul 
Bhalla, Co-Chairman, 
Tourism Subcommittee, 
CII Eastern Region.

West Bengal to unveil revamped tourism policy by Jan-end

N  D , J  14 (PTI): The govern-
ment is planning to raise 15 new bat-
talions in the country’s two important 
border guarding forces -- the BSF and 
the ITBP -- to fortify defence along the 
strategic frontiers with Pakistan, Ban-
gladesh and China.

A senior of icial in the Union Home 
Ministry told PTI that it is “actively con-
sidering” raising six fresh battalions in 
the Border Security Force (BSF) and 
nine in the Indo- Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) force.

Each battalion of these forces com-
prises about 1,000 operational jawans 
and of icers.

Sources in the BSF said the force 
has projected enhancing manpow-
er by sanctioning of new units so that 
they can be deployed in the Assam and 
West Bengal lanks of the Indo- Bangla-
desh border even as a similar addition 
in numbers is required to effectively 
guard the Indo-Pak International Bor-
der (IB), especially in Punjab and Jam-
mu regions, in the near future.

“The exact locations for the new 
battalions could be gauged as and when 
they are raised but a few areas along 
Bangladesh and Pakistan will remain 
a priority owing to their vulnerability 
pro ile such as in iltration, drugs smug-
gling, human traf icking and illegal mi-
gration,” a senior BSF of icer said.

Similarly, the ITBP has been trying 
to reduce the inter- BoP (border out 
post) distance at the 3,488-km long icy 
frontier that it is tasked with guarding.

“The original projection was to have 
12 fresh battalions for the ITBP but the 

force requires nine such units in the 
near future,” a senior ITBP of icer said.

The frequent instances of transgres-
sions and confrontations with the Chi-
nese army at the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC) is being seen as the major reason 
for the ITBP to enhance its numbers.

The mountain-trained force has re-
cently got sanctions to set up at least 47 
new BoPs along the border for effective 
control of the Himalayan border area.

The home ministry of icial said the 
new battalions would also help the two 
border guarding forces better rotate 
troops from forward locations to units 
in the mainland.

While most of the BoPs of the ITBP 
are in highly arduous terrain and it is 
dif icult and time-taking to reach them, 
many of the BSF locations at the two 
borders are also in high-altitude and 
harsh climate regions.

While the BSF is the country’s 
largest border guarding force with a 
strength of about 2.5 lakh, the ITBP is 
about 90,000-personnel strong.

The home ministry has three such 
forces under its command, the third be-
ing the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) that 
is tasked with guarding Indian borders 
with Nepal and Bhutan.

Govt to raise 15 new battalions
for Pak, China borders

R  (J ), J  14 
(PTI): The consul general from Chi-
nese consulate in Kolkata MA Zhan-
wu has said China wants the historic 
cemetery in Ramgarh to be devel-
oped as a global tourist destination.

As many as 667 Chinese sol-
diers who were a part of Allied 
forces during World War-11 were 
buried at the garrison town of 
Ramgarh in Jharkhand.

A ive-member team from the 
Chinese consulate in Kolkata led 
by MA Zhanwu visited the ceme-
tery on Friday last and paid their 

tribute to the Chinese martyrs who 
fought against Japan during the 
war, of icial sources here said.

Talking to administrative of-
icials of Ramgarh, the Chinese 

consul general said that China has 
formally requested the state gov-
ernment to develop the historical 
cemetery as a tourist destination.

He said China would co-oper-
ate with the Indian government 
on the issue as the Chinese cem-
etery in Ramgarh is a silent wit-
ness of Indo-China friendship as 
soldiers buried in the cemetery 

had stopped Japanese forces from 
occupying Indian territory.

Ramgarh Deputy Commission-
er Rajeshwari B said, “The consul 
general of China and his team was 
scheduled to visit the cemetery on 
Saturday but they arrived here a 
day before their schedule.”

The Chinese cemetery, located 
nearly 4 kilometres from Ramgarh, 
on the Bhurkunda-Patratu route, 
was built in December 1944 by 
Cen Cheng Tung Kuo in memory of 
the war heroes, who lost their lives 
in the World War II.

China wants historic cemetry at Ramgarh to be
turned into global tourist spot
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SHAKOOR RATHER
S , J  14 (PTI): A wooden boat 
glides through placid waters against a set-
ting sun as ishermen row close to water-
front houses with gardens that burst with 
colours.

It’s an idyllic picture of a Srinagar that 
once was, a visual recall of a waterway 
punctuated by arched bridges that was 
not just a navigational lifeline for the city 
but also a protection from heavy rains and 
loods.

The Nallah Maar (Maar is the Kash-
miri word for snake), called so because it 
snaked through the city, is no more.

In its stead is a wide road that runs 
through Old Srinagar, providing connec-
tivity but choking other water bodies 
linked to it and blocking drainage avenues.

It is a story of heritage lost to urbani-
sation, neglect and environmental apathy, 
said old-timers and scholars.

The road paved the canal, some said, 
because it had become a garbage dump. 
Others saw it as a political move.

Nallah Maar is believed to have ex-

isted from ancient times, but it was 14th 
century King Shams-ud-Din Shah Mir who 
demarcated it as a distinct canal, Kashmiri 
poet Zareef Ahmad Zareef said.

“If the Jhelum was Srinagar city’s heart, 
Nallah Maar was its soul,” he said.

When snow melted with the advent 
of spring, a huge volume of water would 
come down from the mountains, Zareef 
added.

The canal protected old Srinagar even 
during a major lood in 1903 when the up-
per town, including Amira Kadal, got inun-
dated, historian Mohammad Yousuf Taing 
said.

It was an important business centre 
and a mode of inland water transporta-
tion. Goods and vegetables grown in the 
Dal Lake would be transported through it 
to people’s doorsteps.

Archival images of the canal show 
crystal clear waters bordered by old Per-
sian style houses with lowerbeds, he said.

“There were houses on both sides of 
the canal. It was lanked by ghats. Women 
folk would wash, bathe and clean house-

hold items on these ghats. It was because 
of Nallah Maar that Srinagar got the title of 
‘Venice of the East’,” he said.

Nallah Maar, with its network of 
branches, started from Brari Nambal la-
goon in the old city. It had two diversions, 
one emptying into Anchar lake and the 
other into the Jhelum.

“It was more than a mode of transpor-
tation. It was a means of connecting both 
social and religious life in Srinagar,” said 
sculptor and academician Rajender Tiku.

Over time, its once clear waters turned 
turbid because of lack of maintenance and 
people dumping garbage into it.

“During Ghulam Mohammed Sadiq’s 
regime (in the 1960s) the canal was left to 
stink. In 1975, it was completely illed up 
during the reign of Sheikh Abdullah and 
turned into a road,” said Taing.

Srinagar’s identity has disappeared 
without the Nallah Maar and it is now a 
city like many others, rued Saleem Beg, 
chairman of the government’s Nation-
al Monument Authority and convener of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s INTACH chapter.

“If it is still possible to navigate through 
canals and waterways in Venice, why can’t 
we do it here,” he asked.

In addition to its economic and aes-
thetic importance, Nallah Maar had reli-
gious signi icance, too.

“Muslims used to go to Qamar Sahab 
in Ganderbal and Pandits to Kheer bawani 
in Tulmula by travelling in wooden boats 
through the canal,” said Tiku.

According to Zareef, the illing of the 
Nallah Maar also had a “political angle”.

People who lived by the canal were 
seen as supporters of the then Mirwaiz, 
he said, and when the road came up, they 
were forced to relocate.

“...the canal was also partly illed to 
disperse the followers of the then Mirwaiz, 
who used to protest against the policies of 
Sheikh Abdullah,” Zareef added.

Beg stressed that the road did not 
serve any purpose.

“It was counterproductive to drainage 
of the city. The main protagonists in the 
crime are the residents who lived around 
the canal,” he said.

“You lost a waterway which provided 
an aesthetic look to the landscape, and wa-
ter transport was an environment friendly 
transport which could save the city from 
pollution,” he added.

Tiku labelled the move an aesthetic 
disaster and said it left the city prone to 
loods every time there was heavy rain.

He said he was caught in the 2014 
loods that left large parts of Srinagar 

under water and killed more than 200 
people.

“The way things are right now, if you 
take the example of other canals and the 
lakes including the Dal and the Wular, they 
are going the way Nallah Maar went. I be-
lieve we will only be able to tell stories of 
these wonders to the generations to come 
and that would be unfortunate,” he said.

But the experts said a revival was pos-
sible.

“We have the technology now. It has 
happened the world over, including in 
South Korea. But the impediments are 
many because we have now found comfort 
in a changed landscape,” said Beg.

Nallah Maar- A requiem for Srinagar’s buried stream

N  D , J  14 (PTI): Over 
9,400 ‘enemy’ properties, worth 
more than Rs 1 lakh crore, are 
set to be auctioned with the 
home ministry starting the pro-
cess of identifying all such es-
tates, of icials said.

The properties were left be-
hind by people who took citizen-
ship of Pakistan and China.

The move came after the 
amendment of the 49-year-old 
Enemy Property (Amendment 
and Validation) Act which en-
sured that the heirs of those who 
migrated to Pakistan and China 
during Partition and afterwards 
will have no claim over the prop-
erties left behind in India.

At a recent meeting, Union 

Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
was informed that the survey 
of 6,289 enemy properties has 
been completed and that of the 
remaining 2,991 properties 
which are vested with the custo-
dian will be completed, a home 
ministry of icial told PTI.

Singh directed that those 
properties which are free from 
encumbrance should be disposed 
of quickly for monetisation.

The estimated value of these 
9,400 properties is around Rs 
1 lakh crore and when they 
are sold off, it would be a huge 
windfall for the government, an-
other of icial said.

Similar properties in Paki-
stan belonging to Indians have 

already been disposed of.
Nodal of icers are being ap-

pointed by state governments 
to coordinate identi ication, 
vesting and valuation of enemy 
properties, the of icial said.

Among the 9,280 properties 
left behind by Pakistani nation-
als, the highest 4,991 properties 
are located in Uttar Pradesh fol-
lowed by West Bengal which has 
2,735 such estates. There are 
487 such properties in Delhi.

Among the 126 properties left 
behind by Chinese nationals, the 
highest 57 are located in Meghalaya 
followed by West Bengal with 29. 
Assam has seven such properties.

According to the new Act, ‘en-
emy property’ refers to any prop-

erty belonging to, held or man-
aged on behalf of an enemy, an 
enemy subject or an enemy irm.

The government has vested 
these properties in the Custodi-
an of Enemy Property for India, 
an of ice instituted under the 
central government.

After the Indo-Pakistan War 
of 1965, the Enemy Property Act 
was enacted in 1968, which reg-
ulates such properties and lists 
the custodian’s powers.

The government amended 
the Act in the wake of a claim 
laid by the heirs of Raja Moham-
mad Amir Mohammad Khan, 
known as Raja of Mahmudabad, 
on his properties spread across 
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Govt plans to auction ‘enemy’
properties worth Rs 1 lakh cr

N  D , J  14 (PTI): 
A prior background check 
by the Intelligence Bureau 
will be a must for candi-
dates shortlisted for ap-
pointments as chiefs and 
members of regulatory 
bodies such as SEBI and 
TRAI, and various tribu-
nals, according to new 
rules.

The selection of 
chairperson and mem-
bers of regulatory bod-
ies and tribunals are 
done by respective se-
lection committees or 
search-cum-selection 
committees.

The personnel minis-
try has issued a new set 
of instructions for veri-
ication of character and 

antecedents for appoint-
ments to such posts.

As per the norms, the 
respective selection com-
mittee or search-cum-se-
lection committee shall 
shortlist candidates (two 
or three times the num-
ber of vacancies) in the 
irst round.

“Veri ication of char-
acter and antecedents of 
the short- listed candi-
dates shall be made by 
the administrative minis-
try/department through 
Intelligence Bureau,” it 
said in a missive to secre-
taries of all central gov-
ernment departments.

Based on the clear-
ances from the IB, the se-
lection committee shall 
thereafter recommend 

a panel of candidates, 
which shall be submitted 
for consideration of the 
Appointments Commit-
tee of the Cabinet (ACC) 
by the administrative 
ministry after obtaining 
the requisite approval 
of the concerned minis-
ter-in-charge, the per-
sonnel ministry said.

All the ministries 
concerned have been 
asked to follow these 
instructions “without 
deviation” in all future 
selection to the posts of 
chairman, chairperson, 
president, vice- presi-
dent, vice-chairperson, 
vice-president, presid-
ing of icer, accountant 
member, administrative 
member, judicial mem-
ber, expert member, law 
member, revenue mem-
ber, technical member or 
members in tribunals/
regulatory bodies under 
the purview of the ACC, 
it said.

The Securities and 
Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI), the Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) and the In-
surance Regulatory and 
Development Authority 
of India (IRDA) are some 
of the regulators.

The tribunals include 
Central Administrative 
Tribunal, Securities Ap-
pellate Tribunal, Income 
Tax Appellate Tribunal 
and Competition Appel-
late Tribunal.

Pre-check by IB
must for appointments to 
regulatory bodies: Govt

K , J  14 (PTI): Actor 
Soha Ali Khan said only a dead-
line could motivate her to inish 
the manuscript of her debut 
book ‘The Perils of Being Moder-
ately Famous’ by June 2017 and 
she was happy the way it had 
been received.

To be the author of a pub-
lished work was very exciting as 
whatever she wrote on laptop 
was now available in print, the 
actor told reporters on the side-
lines of ninth edition of Apeejay 
Kolkata Literary Festival 2018 
here last night.

Recalling that the contract 
stipulated that she had to hand 
over the manuscript by June 

2017, Soha said, “Only a dead-
line motivates us to work. I 
wanted to write a story but once 
I signed a contract I became se-
rious.”

“So many things happened in 
my life that were real.

My memory is my imagina-
tion, especially regarding things 
which took place in my life. But 
to write a iction you have a sto-
ry to tell. It is a different skill,” 
Soha said when asked if she 
would write a iction next time.

“However I want to pen my 
thoughts in more books and also 
wish to act in more ilms,” she 
said.

The ‘Saheb, Biwi Aur Gang-

ster’ actor said, things are 
changing and there were now 
sensible roles for women of all 
ages. “However, in the light of 
limited audience and budget, we 
need great producers and great 
writers (to back women-centric 
projects) since there are incred-
ible talents when it comes to 
women actors in the country.”

Asked how she would de-
scribe herself, she said, “I am very 
comfortable in my own skin.”

“As Mansoor Ali Khan Patau-
di’s daughter, as Sharmila Tago-
re’s daughter, as Saif Ali Khan’s 
sister, as Kareena Kapoor’s 
sister-in-law, as Taimur (Ali 
Khan’s) aunt, as Kunal Khemu’s 

wife, as Inaaya’s mom,” she said.
“And yes, also as a dog lover 

and spicy food hater,” Soha added.
Asked about her plans in 

2018, she said “In 2017 I was 
a budding writer. But in 2018 I 
am going to be a producer, and 
have to ind the right actor and 
director.”

Soha, who had acted in Ben-
gali ilms ‘Iti Srikanto’ and ‘An-
tarmahal’, said she will de initely 
do a Bengali ilm “if someone ap-
proaches me with a good script.”

Describing her experience 
at the Apeejay Kolkata Literary 
Festival, “The irst literary festi-
val of the year” as amazing, she 
said “It is really nice to be here.”

Deadline motivated me to fi nish
manuscript, Soha Ali Khan

Pride at 
stake as 
Gokulam 
Kerala host 
Churchill
K , J  14 
(PTI): It will be a clash 
between two bot-
tom-placed teams when 
Gokulam Kerala FC host 
Churchill Brothers at the 
EMS Corporation Stadi-
um, here tomorrow.

The hosts have been 
subjected to four consec-
utive losses after picking 
up four points in as many 
matches since the start 
of the season. Moreover, 
they haven’t been able to 
ind the back of the net in 

386 minutes of football, 
rendering their debut 
season in the top light in 
a rut.

In luxes of new 
signings in the transfer 
window Francis Xavier, 
Kivi Zhimoni and Odafa 
Okolie -- all have failed 
to produce any kind of 
spark. Okolie, a Hero 
I-League winner eight 
seasons ago, himself is 
under immense scrutiny 
as he faces a potential 
axe only after a single 
appearance with his new 
side.

Kerala head coach 
Bino George, however, 
sounded positive.

“Management is still 
with me and I am still 
con ident that we can 
bounce back. The play-
ers are also con ident to 
bounce back and prove 
themselves,” he said.

“We are not under-
estimating Churchill 
Brothers but we will 
not allow them to get in 
front of us.”

Gokulam Kerala FC 
is expected to stick with 
the same formation but 
will possibly include a it-
again Vicky Meitei from 
the start. Mahmood Al 
Ajmi, the Bahraini mid-
ielder might get his irst 

start of the season.
It has been a similar 

story in terms of play-
er changes for Churchill 
Brothers who only reg-
istered their irst point 
of the season in the last 
game with a 1-1 draw at 
home against King isher 
East Bengal.

New front man Kof i 
Mechac struck up a bril-
liant partnership with 
Peter Omoduemuke and 
delivered a goal straight 
away.

“With the new re-
inforcements we seem 
sorted out and some the 
performances you have 
seen from the new play-
ers, we almost came out 
with three points against 
King isher East Bengal.

M  M , J  
14 (PTI): In an authori-
tative show, Indian colts 
trounced Australia by a 
massive 100-run margin 
in their ICC Under 19 
World Cup opener with 
bowlers complementing 
a splendid batting per-
formance, here.

Skipper Prithvi Shaw 
led from the front with a 
94-run knock and shared 
a 180-run stand with fel-
low opener Manjot Kalra 
(86) to power India to a 
challenging 328 for seven.

There was no respite 
for the Australians even 
after their departure 
with Shubhman Gill tor-
menting the bowlers 
with his 63-run knock.

India pacers Kamlesh 
Nagrakoti (3/29) and 
Shivam Mavi (3/45) then 
impressed with their 

speed and shared six 
wickets between them 
to shot out Australia for 
228 in 42.5 overs.

Nagarkoti hit the 
deck consistently at a 
speed in the range of 
150kmph and was well 
supported by Mavi, who 
also clocked 145 at times. 
The two pacers tested 
Australians with their 
nagging off-stump line.

Australia opener Jack 
Edwards top-scored for 
his side with a 73-run 
knock after a steady start 
with Max Bryant (29) but 
struggled to ind support 
from others.

Jonathan Merlo (38) 
tried his best in the mid-
dle order and stumper 
Baxtor Holt (39) resisted 
in a rearguard ight but 
both were undone by 
Mavi.

India record
100-run win over 
Australia in U19 

WC opener
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D , J  14 (PTI): As part 
of an intensi ied response to the 
current diphtheria outbreak, 
WHO, UNICEF and health sector 
partners are working with Ban-
gladesh’s health ministry to vac-
cinate more than 475,000 chil-
dren in Rohingya refugee camps 
and temporary settlements.

“All efforts are being made to 
stop further spread of diphthe-
ria. The vaccination of children in 
the Rohingya camps and nearby 
areas demonstrates the health 
sector’s commitment to protect-
ing people, particularly children, 
against deadly diseases,” said Dr 
Bardan Jung Rana, WHO repre-
sentative to Bangladesh.

Nearly 150,000 children 
aged six weeks to seven years 
received pentavalent vaccine 
(that protects against diph-
theria, tetanus, pertussis, hae-
mophilus in luenza type B and 
hepatitis B), and nearly 166,000 
children aged seven to 17 years 
were given tetanus and diphthe-
ria (Td) vaccine, during a three-
week vaccination campaign that 
ended on December 31.

Two more rounds of vaccina-
tion with a diphtheria- contain-
ing vaccine, at intervals of one 
month, are planned to fully pro-
tect the children in camps and 
surrounding areas.

“Children are particularly 
vulnerable to diphtheria.

Volunteers are making door-
to-door visits in the Rohingya 
settlements to ensure all chil-
dren receive vaccination.

“The massive in lux within 
a very short time has heavily 
affected basic services in the 
settlement areas. They have no 

choice but to live in a very con-
gested environment, which is 
impacting their health and qual-
ity of life. We are making con-
tinued efforts to improve con-
ditions of the camps,” UNICEF 
country representative Edouard 
Beigbeder said.

Over 475,000 Rohingya kids to be
vaccinated against diphtheria

People angered by a “racist” advert for H&M have ransacked some of the clothing chain’s stores in South Africa. Protesters from the left-
wing Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) group targeted six shops in Gauteng province, police said. Video posted on social media showed 

racks of clothes being pushed to the loor. In one location, rubber bullets were ired to disperse demonstrators. While of icers are monitor-
ing the situation, they said they had not made any arrests so far.

7.3-magnitude 
earthquake 
strikes off Peru; 
tsunami threat
L , J  14 (AP): A 
powerful earthquake 
struck off Peru’s coast 
early today, prompting a 
US agency to issue a tsu-
nami threat message for 
parts of the country and 
neighbouring Chile.

The US Geological 
Survey reported that the 
temblor had a prelimi-
nary magnitude of 7.3. 
There have been no im-
mediate reports of casu-
alties or damage.

The epicentre was 
42 kms south-southwest 
of Acari, with the earth-
quake hitting at 4:18 am 
local time at a depth of 
12.1 kms.

The Paci ic Tsuna-
mi Warning Centre said 
that “hazardous tsunami 
waves are forecast for 
some coasts.” 

A statement says that 
tsunami waves reaching 
0.3 metres to one metre 
“above the tide level are 
possible for some coasts 
of Peru.” It also says 
waves are forecast to be 
less than 0.3 meters for 
the coasts of Chile.

ADITI KHANNA 
L , J  14 (PTI): 
Donald Trump had can-
celled his next month’s 
visit to the UK after the 
British government did 
not show him “enough 
love”, according to a 
media report quoting a 
source close to the US 
President.

Trump had claimed 
that his abrupt decision 
to cancel the working 
visit on February 26 and 
27 for the launch of a 
new US embassy build-
ing was in protest against 
the “bad deal” over the 
sale of the older embassy 
in posh Mayfair area of 
central London.

However, the source 
quoted by The Sunday 
Times has revealed that 
in fact he had been put 
off by strong anti-Trump 
sentiments expressed 
by London mayor Sadiq 
Khan, who has repeated-
ly said that Trump was 
not welcome in the city.

However, the source 
said that his proclaimed 
distaste for the new 
embassy was “just an 
excuse”.

“He (Trump) felt he 
had not been shown 
enough love by the Brit-
ish government,” the 
source told the newspa-
per on condition of ano-
nymity.

“He (Trump) started 
to believe that the British 

Trump cancelled UK visit over lack of ‘enough love’: report

government thought the same 
way about him as Sadiq Khan 
and Jeremy Corbyn (the Labour 
party leader), who have made 
clear their disdain for him and 
said he is not welcome in the 
UK,” the source said.

Khan, in a statement re-
leased on Twitter after Trump’s 
own tweet announcing that he 
would not be visiting the UK 
in February, said: “President 

Trump got the message from the 
many Londoners who love and 
admire America and Americans 
but ind his policies and action 
the polar opposite of our city’s 
values”.

Yesterday, pro-Trump pro-
testers turned out to disrupt 
Khan’s speech on gender equal-
ity to the Fabian Society in Lon-
don.

“It is a pleasure to be here 

even though we were distract-
ed by the actions of what some 
would call very stable geniuses,” 
the mayor said, as he resumed 
his speech following the inter-
ruption.

His comment was a jibe at 
the US President, who had used 
the phrase “very stable genius” 
to describe himself last week.

Downing Street of icials 
were at an advanced stage of 
planning the US President’s visit 
to London, which also included 
a visit to Buckingham Palace for 
lunch.

Trump is also said to have 
expressed interest in playing a 
round of golf at Queen Elizabeth 
II’s nine-hole golf course on the 
Balmoral estate in Aberdeenshire.

But on Friday, he tweeted 
that he would not be the one in-
augurating the new US embassy 
at Nine Elms on the south bank 
of the Thames because he did 

not approve of the “off location” 
site.

The cancellation has been 
widely viewed as a blow to UK- 
US relations, raising fears that it 
could scupper plans for a speedy 
post-Brexit trade deal between 
the two traditional allies.

Sir Nigel Sheinwald, who 
served as British ambassador to 
the US from 2007-12, told ‘The 
Observer’ that after Trump’s lat-
est outburst the UK “should put 
out of our minds the idea that 
just around the corner when we 
leave the EU there is a magical 
deal with the US that is going to 
solve all our trade and industrial 
problems”.

“The way in which the bi-
lateral relationship has atro-
phied and the tone has changed 
in the last year since (British 
Prime Minister Theresa) May’s 
irst visit is quite a big blow,” he 

warned.

J , J  14 
(PTI): Keen to bolster 
Israel’s relations with 
India, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to-
day left for the country 
on a six-day visit which 
he said would provide an 
opportunity to enhance 
bilateral cooperation 
with a “global economic, 
security, technology and 
tourism power”.

Netanyahu’s visit to 
India is only the second 
one by an Israeli prime 
minister and comes after 
a gap of 15 years.

Former prime minis-
ter Ariel Sharon visited 
India in 2003.

“This evening I am 
leaving on an historic vis-
it to India.

I will meet with the 
Prime Minister, my friend 
Narendra Modi, with the 
Indian President and 
with many other leaders. 
We will sign very many 
agreements,” Netanyahu 
said in statement.

“We are strengthen-
ing ties between Israel 
and this important global 
power. This serves our 
security, economic, trade 
and tourism interests, as 
well as many other areas. 
This is a great blessing for 

the state of Israel,” he said.
“Indian Prime Min-

ister (Narendra) Modi 
is a close friend of Isra-
el and of mine and I ap-
preciate the fact that he 
will accompany me on 
extensive parts of my vis-
it,” Netanyahu said just 
before leaving for New 
Delhi.

“On this visit I intend 
to strengthen bilateral 
relations even more. This 
visit is an opportunity to 
enhance cooperation with 
a global economic, securi-
ty, technology and tourism 
power,” he added.

The visit marks 25 
years since the establish-
ment of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two 
countries and takes place 
about six months after Mo-
di’s trip to Israel, the irst 
by an Indian prime minis-
ter to the Jewish state.

Netanyahu will be 
visiting Delhi, Agra, Guja-
rat and Mumbai and will 
be accompanied by Modi 
on extensive portions of 
his visit, a press state-
ment said.

He will hold meetings 
with President Ram Nath 
Kovind and External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj, apart from Modi.

India a global
power, says Israel PM

Netanyahu ahead of visit
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: Group activities and social 
events excite your passions today, 
Aries. You’ll meet lots of new people, 
take on some interesting new projects, 
and, if you haven’t already, you might 
even fall in love. A number of fasci-
nating ideas exchanged at these events 
might propel you into a new course 
of study. Partnerships of any kind 
formed today stand a powerful chance 
of succeeding. In the evening, go to 
dinner with your new friends.
TAURUS: Some projects requiring 
a lot of thought, which you may 
have been working on for a long 
time, could well be completed to-
day. Your eff orts are defi nitely go-
ing to be appreciated by those who 
matter, Taurus, and you might even 
receive public acknowledgment of 
some kind. A rise in income could 
be just over the horizon. You’ve 

worked hard to be where you are 
and can’t be blamed if you give 
yourself a pat on the back. Go to it!  
GEMINI: Inspiration stemming from 
other places and other cultures might 
direct your passions to a new creative 
project of some kind, Gemini. Your 
mind is quick and resourceful and 
your energy high, so you’ll probably 
have a busy day. You could also be 
feeling especially romantic and sexy 
and desirous to share all you’ve been 
doing with a love partner. Arrange a 
hot date if you can, then make sure 
you look your best! Enjoy!
CANCER: Some images deriving 
from dreams or visions might pro-
vide inspiration for ideas to redeco-
rate your house, Cancer. You might 
spend some time perusing books in 
order to fi nd ways to put your ideas 
to work for you. Then you’ll em-

brace the task with a passion! Speak-
ing of passion, sex and romance are 
also very much on your mind at this 
time. Get a lover to help you with 
your work. This could propel you to 
some rather pleasant consequences.  
LEO: Plans for social events to take 
place in your neighborhood might 
have you spending a lot of time on 
the phone today, Leo. Or you might 
be running around in the car taking 
care of various errands. This could 
involve the healing profession in 
some way. Whatever it is, you feel 
especially strongly about it. A cur-
rent or potential love partner might 
also be involved with your project. 
Invite this person to dinner. You’ll 
probably like how the evening ends!  
VIRGO: New information regard-
ing opportunities for career, business, 
and personal expansion might shake 

up your value system today, Virgo. 
This is a positive development, al-
though it may be a bit disconcerting 
for you right now. Your life could 
well take a diff erent turn, starting 
today. An immediate desire for plea-
sure could be satisfi ed by scheduling 
a romantic dinner with a lover. Forget 
the changes that are happening for a 
while and enjoy your evening!
LIBRA: New ideas that you have 
been studying over the past few 
days might have turned your mind 
in a diff erent direction, Libra. Thus, 
you are shifting away from the con-
cepts that you’ve always accepted 
toward other ideas that you may 
have just learned. This could lead 
to projects of your own, perhaps in-
volving writing or speaking. Open 
and honest communication with a 
lover might lead to an intimate eve-

ning together. Expect some intense 
conversation, among other things!    
SCORPIO: Your logical mind 
might try to make rational sense 
of the strange metaphysical ideas 
that are popping in and out of your 
head today, Scorpio. Some of them 
might be conclusions drawn from 
books you’ve been reading, but 
others might actually be messages 
from the other side. Write down 
whatever insights come your way. 
They might not seem logical, but 
they’ll make a diff erence to your 
life. In the evening, discuss these 
ideas with a love partner.  
SAGITTARIUS: A growing sense 
of intimacy with a close friend or 
love partner is likely to stem from 
mutual interests. The two of you 
might even discuss taking a long trip 
together, perhaps to a distant state or 

foreign country. This isn’t the time 
to hold back or be too cautious, Sag-
ittarius. Your life is very much on 
track. If you want to get away with 
this person, go for it. In the evening, 
get together with a lover!  
CAPRICORN: A powerful ro-
mantic attraction might lead to 
creative or artistic inspiration. You 
should be feeling especially pas-
sionate today, Capricorn, and your 
passions are likely to spill over not 
only into your relationships but into 
your work as well. Whatever you 
produce creatively is likely to be 
so inspired it impresses even you. 
Work done on the job should attract 
favorable attention from superiors. 
You’re feeling especially sexy. 
Dress up and see what happens!  
AQUARIUS: A project initiated by 
a group with which you’re affi  liat-

ed could keep you very busy today, 
Aquarius. You might have to spend 
a lot of time on the phone or running 
around in the car to libraries and 
bookstores obtaining information. 
A close friend or love partner might 
choose to accompany you. You’re 
likely to be feeling very strongly 
about whatever you’re doing, so 
expect a gratifying day. Spend the 
evening with someone close to you.  
PISCES: New ideas and concepts re-
garding the way you make your living 
might come your way today, Pisces, 
which could cause a bit of a shakeup 
in your value system. You might de-
cide to tackle an entirely new profes-
sion that you’ve never considered be-
fore. Books on the subject could prove 
supportive and encouraging, as could 
those closest to you. It’s important to 
follow your heart at this time.
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serious attack of illness or death 
than would be in the present day. 
1943: The Pentagon headquarters 
of the Department of Defense was 
completed after just 16 months 
construction 
2010: Three days after the 
magnitude 7.0 earthquake, strikes 
Haiti leaving an estimated 45,000-
50,000 people dead aid is still slow 
in coming. Aid groups say they 
need food, water, medical supplies 
and lifting equipment. Search and 
rescue teams have arrived and are 
going through the rubble trying to 
locate survivors, but the biggest 
problem is the lack of food, shelter 
and medical aid and supplies.
2010: The Chinese police have 
prevented the country’s irst gay 
pageant from taking place. It was 
stopped a few minutes before it 
was due to start. “This event has 
been canceled,” said one of its 
judges, before explaining that “I 
believe it had something to do 
with the issue of homosexuality.” 
The competition was due to take 
place in a Beijing restaurant and 
night club. The winner of the 
underwear segment was to vie 
for the right to represent China at 
the Worldwide Mr. Gay pageant. 
Police have said that the event 
didn’t have the correct licence. 
This was the irst gay pageant to 
be held in the country, and was 
hoped to signal a new openness 
toward its gay community. The 
police informed its organizers 
that it had not applied “according 
to the procedures”. Homosexuality 
was illegal in China until 1997, 
and of icials have described it as a 
mental illness.

15TH JANUARY 
1967: In the irst Super Bowl 
The Green Bay packers defeat the 
Kansas City Chiefs in Los Angeles 
2009: US Airways Flight 1549 
(Airbus 320) runs into a large 
lock of Canada Geese during 

takeoff from from New York City’s 
LaGuardia Airport resulting in 
immediate and complete loss of 
thrust from both engines due to 
ingesting birds. The Pilot Chesley 
“Sully” Sullenberger glides over 
the Hudson river inally ditching 
the airliner near the USS Intrepid 
museum about three minutes 
after losing power. The ditching 
and evacuation proved a complete 
success with all passengers and 
crew evacuated safely. 
1920: A new report was given 
on this day in a local Canadian 
newspaper. It was regarding the 
325 new cases of small pox that 
had occurred in the previous 
week ending January 10th. These 
cases of small pox sickness were 
reported to be in the province 
of Ontario. In addition, 116 new 
cases occurred in the city of 
Toronto, and this disease had 
resulted in four deaths. In all, 
there were 400 recent cases 
of this sickness within a week.  
At this time vaccination and 
immunization measures were not 
as advanced. Therefore, people 
who contracted this type of 
sickness were more susceptible to THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM: Kanye West and 

Kim Kardashian West share a casual date night be-
fore baby #3 arrives.

The nominees for the 2018 
Brit Awards were an-

nounced Saturday, with Dua 
Lipa and Ed Sheeran receiv-
ing several nominations each.

Lipa is up for for ive 
awards -- British break-
through artist, British female 
solo artist, British album of 
the year, British single and 
British artist video of the 
year -- while Sheeran is nom-
inated for four: British male 
solo artist, British album of 
the year, British single and 
British artist video of the 
year. 

Besides being the lead-
ing nominees, both are set to 
perform at this year’s Brits, 
joining a lineup that also in-
cludes Sam Smith, Stormzy 
and Foo Fighters.  

Gorillaz, the xx, Liam Gal-
lagher, Sampha, Wolf Alice, 
Stormzy, Kate Tempest, Har-
ry Styles and Jessie Ware are 
among the British musicians 
up for awards.

In the international cat-
egories, Bjork, Kendrick 
Lamar, Childish Gambino, 
Drake, LCD Soundsystem, 
HAIM, Arcade Fire, Alice 
Wolf, The Killers, and Alicia 
Keys have been nominated.

Liam Payne, who was 

nominated for best Brit-
ish single and best video 
for Strip That Down, has 
hailed the power of British 
music.

“It’s been amazing, I can’t 
believe I’m stood here by my-
self at this pre-show party 

and having two nominations, 
fantastic,” he said.

“To be one of the people 
who are mentioned among 
these names... I mean last 
year was such a great year 
for music with Ed coming 
through and all sorts of dif-

ferent things.”
The 2018 Brit Awards 

will take place 21 February 
at the O2 Arena in London, 
and the categories video of 
the year and breakthrough 
act are open to voting at the 
of icial website.

DUA LIPA, ED SHEERAN LEAD BRIT AWARDS 2018 NOMINATIONS

Sonam Kapoor and Kare-
ena Kapoor Khan starrer 

Veere Di Wedding has created 
a lot of buzz due to the collab-
oration of two of Bollywood’s 
favorite divas. The ilm has 
been directed by Shashan-
ka Ghosh and is produced 
by Rhea Kapoor and Ekta 
Kapoor. Veere Di Wedding 
also has Swara Bhaskar and 
Sumeet Vyas playing pivotal 
parts. The release date of the 
ilm was previously decided 

as May 18, however, the mak-
ers felt that there was a need 
to change it. The months of 
April and May usually see a 
slow run at the box of ice due 

to the Indian Premier League. 
The cricket tournament is ex-
tremely popular with the In-
dian audience and makes the 
movie goers ditch going to 
the cinema halls.

However, Alia Bhatt 
and Vicky Kaushal’s Raazi 
helmed by Meghna Gulzar 
will release on the 11th May 
2018. The makers of Veere 
Di Wedding took to twitter to 
announce the release date of 
the ilm. The posted “A wed-
ding to remember and a date 
that’s unforgettable! Block 
your calendars for Veere Di 
Wedding on 1st June 2018. 
RSVP nowww! :)”. 

KAREENA KAPOOR KHAN AND 
SONAM KAPOOR STARRER VEERE DI 

WEDDING GETS A NEW RELEASE DATE

Camila Cabello’s highly 
anticipated debut album, 

2018’s “ irst must-listen pop 
album” Camila, isn’t just gar-
nering glowing reviews from 
fans and publications alike—
it’s breaking international 
records.

Less than 24 hours after 
its January 12 release, Camila 
soared to the top of iTunes’ 
charts around the globe. Re-
portedly hitting No. 1 in more 
than 100 countries — in-

cluding the U.S., Canada, the 
Philippines, Japan, Brazil and 
the U.K. — Cabello broke the 
record for earning the most 
iTunes No. 1 positions for a 
female artist’s debut album.

Just minutes after its mid-
night release in Canada, ra-
dio station Hits 93 Toronto 
tweeted that the album had 
already hit No. 1 in iTunes 
Canada, possibly becoming 
one of the fastest albums to 
climb to the top of iTunes.

However, this isn’t the 
only record the performer 
smashed with her post-Fifth 
Harmony venture into solo 
pop stardom.

Just days ago, Cabello’s 
Young Thug-assisted hit sin-
gle “Havana” broke Taylor 
Swift’s previously held re-
cord for the longest running 
Billboard Pop Songs Radio 
Airplay No. 1 song by a solo 
female artist, marking its 
seventh week atop the chart.

CAMILA CABELLO’S DEBUT
ALBUM ‘CAMILA’ BREAKS MAJOR 
ITUNES RECORD IN 24 HOURS


