
Vol 03 | Issue 95 | Gangtok | Thursday | 12 April 2018 Pages 8 | ` 5RNI No. SIKENG/2016/69420

www.summittimes.com  |  news@summittimes.com  |  advertise@summittimes.com  |  letters@summittimes.com  |   Summit TIMES Daily

turn to pg02

PAICHAN FOUNDATION DEMANDS 
TRAINING ON PROPER HANDLING OF 
NATIONAL FLAG FOR STUDENTS pg03

BJP DELEGATION MEETS
LABOUR DEPTT 
OFFICIALS pg02

turn to pg02

RALLY ON ORGANIC 
MISSION HELD 

IN GEYZING pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 A : 

The Maternity Ben-
e its (Amendment) 

Act 2017, which came 
into force in the Country 
on 01 April last year, has 
now been extended to 
Sikkim as well, as per a 
noti ication issued on 09 
Apr 2018 by the Depart-
ment of Personnel, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim.  The 
state government has 
amended its Sikkim Gov-

ernment Services [Leave] 
Rules, 1982, to offer ben-
e its under the Maternity 
Bene its (Amendment) 
Act 2017.

The new law has in-
creased the duration 
of paid maternity leave 
available for women gov-
ernment employees from 
the existing 12 weeks to 
26 weeks.  

Under the MB 
Amendment Act, this 
bene it could be availed 

by women for a period 
extending up to 8 weeks 
before the expected de-
livery date and remain-
ing 18 weeks can be 
availed post childbirth. 
For women who are ex-
pecting after having 2 
children, the duration 
of paid maternity leave 
shall be 12 weeks (i.e., 6 
weeks pre and 6 weeks 
post expected date of 
delivery).

The MB Amendment 

Act extends certain ben-
e its to adoptive moth-
ers as well and provides 
that every woman who 
adopts a child shall be 
entitled to 12 weeks of 
maternity leave, from the 
date of adoption.

Maternity leave will 
be available to mothers 
adopting a child aged be-
low three months as well 
as to the ‘commissioning 
mothers’. The commis-
sioning mother has been 

de ined as a biological 
mother who uses her egg 
to create an embryo plant-
ed in any other woman. 

Maternity leave for 
‘commissioning mothers’ 
shall commence from the 
date the child is hand-
ed over to the adopting 
mother. 

In case of adoption, 
child should be below 
the age of three months 
and should have been le-
gally adopted; certi icate 

issued and certi ied by 
the competent authority 
for legally adopting the 
child should be produced 
at the time leave applica-
tion is submitted.

It may be mentioned 
that a Public Interest Lit-
igation was also iled in 
the High Court of Sikkim 
by a practicing advocate 
seeking the court’s inter-
vention in making this 
law applicable in the pri-
vate sector as well. 

NEW MATERNITY BENEFITS FOR STATE GOVT EMPLOYEES

Maternity leave increased from 3 months to 6; Adopting
and “commissioning” mothers to get 12 weeks

NIRMAL MANGAR/IPR
G , 11 A :

Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling today made two signi i-

cant announcements during the 
second day of his West Sikkim 
tour at Soreng.

The CM was accompanied by 
Ministers, MLAs, Zilla Pancha-
yat members, Heads of Depart-
ments and other of icials.

Mr Chamling announced that 
Sikkimese students would be 
able to undertake MBBS course at 
the upcoming Medical College at 
Sokeythang in Gangtok free of cost.

“Students who want to pur-
sue MBBS course at the upcom-
ing Sokeythang Medical College 
will be admitted free of cost,” Mr 
Chamling declared.

The Chief Minister informed 
that the decision has been taken 
to ensure that all deserving stu-
dents get a fair shot at pursuing 
their dream of becoming a doctor.  

He also informed about the 
1000 bedded super special-
ty hospital at Gangtok which 
is scheduled to be operational 
from October this year.

Apart from fee exemption 
to Sikkimese students at the 
upcoming medical college at 
Sokeythang, the Chief Minister 
announced the distribution of 
free mobile phones to students 
of class XII studying in Govern-
ment Schools.  

“Cell phones have become 

very important in research ori-
ented lessons and assignments. 
The decision has been made to 
ensure that students get every 
information they need in the 
palm of their hands,” Mr Cham-
ling added. 

He further informed that a 

new Animal Husbandry College 
would be set up in the now va-
cant EIILM University campus at 
Budang in West Sikkim.

Further, the present Primary 
Health Centre at Soreng will be 
upgraded as Community Health 
Centre. 

He further announced that 
all demands for the develop-
ment of Soreng will be sanc-
tioned immediately. 

The Chief Minister also ad-
dressed the public regarding 
various issues put forward by 

G , 11 A  [IPR]: 
Human Resource De-
velopment Department 
organized a counselling 
programme for 04 stu-
dents selected under Dr 
BR Ambedkar Scholar-
ship 2018 at the chamber 
of the Director, Primary 
Education [Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyaan] today. These 
students selected un-
der the Scheduled Caste 
Scholarship Scheme have 
topped Class V in their 
respective districts in the 
academic session 2017.

The four selected stu-
dents are Prajwal Thatal 
[Khamdong Sonamati 
Memorial Government 
Senior Secondary School, 
East Sikkim], Sumit Su-
nar [Langang Govern-
ment Secondary School, 
West Sikkim], Sharmila 
Kami [Bakcha Primary 
School, North Sikkim] 
and Pratikcha Ramuda-
mu [Yangyang Govern-
ment Senior Secondary 
School, South Sikkim].

Director, Bhim Thatal, 
congratulated all the stu-
dents who have topped 
in their respective dis-
tricts and informed that 
this year the students 
will be sent to Delhi 
Public School at Yamuna 
Nagar in Haryana for fur-
ther studies.

Under the scheme, 
announced by Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling on 
14 Apr, 2015 at Chintan 
Bhawan, four students 
belonging to the SC com-
munity will be sponsored 
for studies outside the 

state. 
This is the third batch 

of students under the 
Ambedkar Scholarship 
Scheme, informed Mr 
Thatal.

The selected students 
were given counsel-
ling by Mr Thatal in the 
presence of other senior 
of icials from the depart-
ment. He informed the 
students about the sys-
tem of education and dis-
cipline to be maintained 
by the students in the 
selected school.

The Director also in-
teracted with the parents 
of these students and 
teacher representatives 
of some schools and elab-
orated about the scholar-
ship scheme. He further 
stated that the students 
and their escorts will be 
provided with travel cost 
by the HRDD.

President of All Sik-
kim Scheduled Caste 
Association [ASSCWA], 
Sekhar Sewa, extended 
his support by offering 
to travel with the select-
ed students and parents 
if need be. He also ad-
dressed the students and 
their parents, and ad-
vised the students to be 
more industrious in their 
study in order to achieve 
higher goals in life.

The programme also 
saw the presence of Di-
rectors [SSA, Mid-Day 
Meal], Joint Director and 
Senior Of icials from 
HRDD and President & 
Vice President of ASS-
CWA.

SC irked over 
WB poll panel 
recalling 
its order 
extending 
nom date
N  D , A  11 
(PTI): The Supreme 
Court was today irked 
over the West Bengal 
State Election Commis-
sion not respecting its 
direction to consider the 
grievances of the BJP 
and other parties over 
the panchayat polls and 
recalling its noti ication 
extending the deadline 
for iling of nomination 
papers.

The top court asked 
the state unit of BJP to 
approach the Calcutta 
High Court with its griev-
ances and raise its pleas 
before it tomorrow itself.

In less than 12 hours 
of extending the last day 
of submission of nomi-
nation for the forthcom-
ing panchayat elections 
till yesterday, the West 
Bengal State Election 
Commission had taken 
a U-turn and withdrawn 
the noti ication Tuesday 
morning citing legalities.

When a bench of Jus-
tices R K Agrawal and A M 
Sapre was dictating its or-
der, senior advocate Du-
shyant Dave, appearing 
for state poll panel, said it 
may also record in the or-
der that the Calcutta High 
Court should not draw 
any inference from it.

To this, the bench 
asked “why should we 
record that in the order? 
It is now up to the Calcut-
ta High Court to look into 
the matter”.

Dave replied, “Your 
order carries weight and 
therefore the court may 
record that no inference 
should be drawn from it”.

“Had our order car-
ried such weight, the 
State Election Commis-
sion would not have re-
called its order for ex-
tending the deadline,” 
the bench said in a sar-
castic tenor.

In its order, the bench 
said the Calcutta High 
Court was already seized 
of the matter and had 
passed an order yester-
day staying the State 

Chamling announces free MBBS and
mobile phones for students

4 students selected
under Dr BR Ambedkar 

Scholarship to study 
at DPS Haryana

POONAM MEHRA
G  C , A  11 (PTI): India 
dominated the range and the ring 
as Shreyasi Singh’s double trap gold 
shored up the medal tally while the 
entire men’s Indian boxing contin-
gent made the semi inals to be as-
sured of podium inishes in an un-
precedented performance on day 7 
of the 21st Commonwealth Games, 
here on Wednesday.

On the overall medal tally, India 
held on the third position with 12 
gold, four silver and eight bronze 
medals for a total of 24 so far. This 
number is expected to jump sub-
stantially once the wrestlers begin 
their campaign on Thursday and the 
boxing medals are inalised in the 
next two days.

The Belmont Shooting Centre in 
Brisbane continued to be a happy 
hunting ground for Indian shooters 
and for a fourth successive day the 
country had a medal to celebrate. 
Shreyasi, a silver-medallist from the 

2014 edition, beat Australia’s Emma 
Cox in a shoot-off to improve the co-
lour of her medal from the last time.

“This is the highest medal of my 
career, right up there. It is also very 
special because shooting is not going 
to be a part of the Commonwealth 
Games in 2022,” said the 26-year-
old.

“It would be the one to cherish 
for a very long time,” she added.

There were a couple of 

bronze-medallists as well 
in Om Mitharval (50m 
pistol) and Ankur Mit-
tal (men’s double trap). 
And some disappoint-
ment too as 10m air pis-
tol gold-medallist Jitu Rai 
signed off 8th in the 50m 
pistol inal.

From the range to the 
Oxenford Studios and it 
only got better for India. 
All eight of the male In-
dian boxers entered the 
semi inals, while the re-

doubtable M C Mary Kom (48kg) en-
tered the inal.

“It was dif icult in the sense that 
this girl would just not come to me. 
I had to be careful because she was 
perhaps waiting for me to let my 
guard down,” Mary Kom said of her 
defensive opponent, Anusha Dilruk-
shi Koddithuwakku of Sri Lanka.

Gaurav Solanki (52kg), Vikas 
Krishan (75kg) and Manish Kaushik 

(60kg) joined Manoj Kumar (69kg), 
Satish kumar (+91kg), Amit Panghal 
(49kg), Naman Tanwar (91kg) and 
Mohammed Husammuddin (56kg) 
in the semis, making for a very hap-
py Indian boxing contingent, shep-
herded by Swedish coach Santiago 
Nieva.

There was good news from the 
hockey arena as well with India 
beating England in their inal pool B 
clash to set up a semi inal with New 
Zealand. The spark that had been 
missing so far from their campaign 
was rediscovered to an extent and 
coach Sjoerd Marijne said he could 
inally recognize his team again.

On the badminton court, the 
stars of the mixed team’s gold medal 
winning campaign began their sin-
gles run and with easy opponents in 
opening rounds and the likes of P V 
Sindhu, Saina Nehwal and K Srikanth 
hardly took less than 20 minutes 
each to move into the pre-quarters.

Most of the table tennis and 

squash players made their way into 
pre-quarters of their respective 
individual and doubles events. In 
squash, the spotlight is on defending 
gold medallists Joshna Chinnappa 
and Dipika Pallikal, who won their 
opening match today.

There was disappointment in 
the athletics arena where high jump 
hope Tejaswin Shankar ended up 
sixth after fouling all his attempts at 
2.27m even though his personal best 
stands at 2.28m.

It’s the irst time I am experienc-
ing something like this. I still have 
a lot of big competitions coming up 
this year. The biggest positive is that 
I could hold my nerve against these 
big competitors. I realised they are 
people like me, they are not gods, 
Shankar said later.

Also inishing sixth was Hima 
Das, but in the 400m women’s race. 
She could, however, take solace from 
the fact that she achieved a personal 
best of 51.32sec.

Ranges or rings: Indians dominate on another good day at CWG
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Election Commission’s 
order for extension of the 
deadline.

“As the matter is 
pending consideration 
before the Calcutta High 
Court, liberty is grant-
ed to the parties to ap-
proach the Calcutta High 
Court to raise all such 
pleas which are avail-
able to them,” it said and 
asked the high court to 
decide the matter expe-
ditiously in accordance 
with law.

During the hearing, 
senior advocate P S Pat-
walia, appearing for the 
state BJP, claimed that 
State Election Commis-
sion (SEC) was pres-
surised to withdraw its 
order yesterday for exten-
sion of deadline for iling 
of nomination papers.

“Even before the SEC 
recalled its order for 
iling of nomination pa-

pers, ruling Trinmool 
Congress party leader 
had declared that they 
have won 150 seats in 
panchayat polls unop-
posed. Police teams were 
sent to the house of State 
Election Commission-
er and he was made to 
switch on his cell phone,” 
Patwalia said, narrating 
the sequence of events.

He said that on April 
9, the SEC had extended 
the deadline for iling of 
nomination papers by a 
day while recording that 
there were several com-
plaints by candidates of 
various parties about 
not being allowed to ile 
nomination papers.

Patwalia said the rul-
ing dispensation was the 
“oppressor” and was not 
allowing candidates of 

other parties to ile the 
nomination papers. He 
said the court should give 
one extra day for iling of 
nomination papers for 
the panchayat polls.

Senior advocate Am-
rendra Sharan, appearing 
for West Bengal govern-
ment, said the BJP and 
one other petitioner had 
yesterday approached 
the Calcutta High Court 
after which the order has 
been passed.

He said the top court 
should not entertain this 
interlocutory application 
as on a similar petition, 
Calcutta High Court has 
passed the order.

The bench after hear-
ing the arguments asked 
BJP to approach the high 
court and disposed of its 
plea.

The West Bengal BJP 
unit had moved the apex 
court, hours after the 
state poll panel suddenly 
recalled its decision ex-
tending the last date for 
iling of nominations by 

a day.
The panchayat elec-

tions are scheduled to be 
held on May 1, May 3 and 
May 5.

The apex court had on 
April 9, asked the West 
Bengal state election 
commission to “ensure 
fair and free” panchayat 
poll in the state and take 
appropriate steps to allay 
the apprehensions of the 
BJP or other candidates 
of not being allowed to 
contest the elections.

It had, however, re-
fused to interfere with 
the poll process, saying 
that with the April 2 no-
ti ication of the SEC, the 
poll election process has 
been set in motion.

SC irked over WB poll panel
recalling its order...

Contd from pg01

them. He said that his 32-
day tour is not to garner 
votes for the elections but 
to meet the public at their 
doorstep. He mentioned 
that his tour of various 
districts of Sikkim was to 
be a ‘result oriented’ visit 
wherein he hopes to get 
the people’s full support 
in his endeavor of mak-
ing Sikkim a progressive 
State of the Country.

Mr Chamling ex-
pressed his desire to 
make the Sikkimese com-
munity self-suf icient, 
self-reliant and ever pro-
gressing citizens of India. 
He stressed on the goal 

of making Sikkim an or-
ganic hub of the country 
where farmers can ex-
plore their opportunities 
as future stakeholders in 
the Organic Market. 

He also informed the 
public that any unused 
government land would 
be allocated to the land-
less citizens of Sikkim 
under the ‘Land Bank 
Scheme’ in due time.

While addressing 
the public regarding the 
various demands put 
forward by the different 
Panchayats, he men-
tioned that public centric 
demands will be met and 
treated as a priority.

Contd from pg01

Chamling announces free
MBBS and mobile...

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 11 A :

A daylong seminar on 
“Prospective Issues 

of Minorities in Sikkim: 
Retrospective and the 
Prospect” was organized 
by Primitive Tribe Welfare 
Board, Department of So-
cial Justice, Empowerment 
& Welfare, Government 
of Sikkim, at Passingdang 
BAC in Upper Dzongu, 
North Sikkim on 10 Apr.

The seminar was 

sponsored by Ministry 
of Minority Affairs, Gov-
ernment of India under 
Research/Studies, Moni-
toring and Evaluation of 
Development Schemes 
including Publicity.

Chairperson of 
Transport Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
Pintso Namgyal Lepcha, 
attended the programme 
as chief guest along with 
Joint Director, Human 
Resource Development 

Department, Sonam Lep-
cha, Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate, Dzongu, TD Bhut-
ia, Senior Welfare Of icer, 
North, Norden Lepcha, 
and Radha Chettri as re-
source persons.

Also present for the 
occasion were Zilla/
Gram Panchayats of all 
the seven GPUs under 
Dzongu Sub Division, 
senior citizens, govern-
ment of icials, school 
heads and teachers.

Seminar on issues of minorities
in Sikkim at Passingdang

G , 11 A  [IPR]: 
Geyzing-based organi-
zation, ‘Concerned Sik-
kimese People,’ took out 
a rally on the theme ‘Go 
Organic, Save Sikkim’ at 
Geyzing Bazaar today. 

The rally was support-
ed by Taxi Drivers’ Asso-
ciation, the local business 
community, local gentry 
and farmers of Geyzing.

CSP president, Sonam 
Sherpa appealed everyone 
to support organic mission 
and help make Sikkim self 
sustained in terms of or-
ganic produces. 

“Organic Mission has 
helped farmers become 
more than just the 
producers. It has given 
us opportunities to start 
business and build a 
healthy environment,” Mr 
Sherpa added.

Mr Sherpa further add-
ed that the rally does not 
support any political party 
or organization.

Rally on Organic Mission held in Geyzing 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 A :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha conducted an 

interactive programme 
with its party workers 
from Sapong-Changey 
in West Sikkim today at 
its party of ice in Middle 
Sapong, under Maney-
bong Dentam constitu-
ency. 

The meeting was pre-
sided over by working 
president, Mohan P Sub-
ba, and attended by vice 
president [Tribal Affairs], 
JB Subba, CLC president, 
Sudesh Tamling, and vice 
convener [Nari Morcha], 
Anita Rai.

An SKM press release 
informs that the meeting 
discussed various activi-
ties to be carried out by 
the party workers with 
more intensity in the 

coming days.
Similarly, during the 

party’s door to door vis-
it in East Sikkim, SKM 
CLC executives of Tumin 
Lingee constituency led 
by CLC president, Lal 
Man Limboo, and CLC 

executives visited Lower 
Rakdong, Lower Tumin, 
Upper Tumin and adjoin-
ing areas in East Sikkim 
today. 

The team interacted 
with senior citizens, vil-
lagers and heard their 

grievances. 
The public, the re-

lease states, complained 
about frequent power 
disruptions, partiality in 
distribution of govern-
ment bene its and other 
social injustices.

SKM conducts interactive progs
in West & East Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 A :

A delegation of Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party’s Sikkim unit, led by 

their president DB Chauhan, met 
the Secretary and of icials of the 
Labour Department today. 

The main objective of the 
meeting was to discuss and ind 
solutions to the problems and dif-
iculties being faced by employees 

working in different industrial 
units in the State, informs a BJP 
press release.  

The release further informs 
that the department has as-
sured to visit all private com-
panies to enquire into the sit-
uation of local workers and 
work on issues raised by the 
BJP state-unit.

BJP delegation meets Labour
Deptt of icials
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 A :

Sikkim United Front 
[SUF], a political par-

ty, has alleged that the 
people of Sikkim have 
been suffering due to the 
“wrong decisions and 
policies” of the State gov-
ernment with regard to 
the Organic Mission. The 
party stated that the de-
cision of the government 
to ban import and sale of 
non-organic vegetables 
lacks farsightedness and 
is not in the interest of 
the people of Sikkim.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SUF founder member, 
Tirtha Sharma, stated 
that even though people 
want to support the Or-
ganic Mission, non-or-
ganic vegetables from 
Siliguri were much more 
affordable.

“So the government 
should subsidize the or-
ganic produce so that the 
people of Sikkim can buy 
the organic vegetables at 
an affordable price,” he 
said.

Stressing on the peo-
ple’s right to have the 
food of their choice, he 
added, “If the State gov-
ernment is really serious, 
then it should ban casi-
nos, alcohol and lotteries 
which have been directly 
affecting the people of 
Sikkim.”

He also pointed out 
that the State has been 
facing the present prob-
lem due to the wrong 
statistics on agricultural 
and horticultural pro-
duction provided by the 
concerned of icials of the 
State government. 

On the same, he de-
manded that the State 
government take action 

against such of icials 
who have misguided the 
government with wrong 
igures. He added that 

the government should 
check the ground reality 
irst.

He also raised fears 
over possible black-mar-
keteering of non-organ-
ic produce owing to the 
strict vigilance in the 
State.

Another SUF found-
er member, Narendra 
Adhikari, expressed that 
the government’s vegeta-
ble ban decision was wel-
come, but that the imple-
mentation was improper. 

He stressed that if the 
government was really 
sincere, then the State 
should have lab-testing 
facilities to test the genu-
ineness (organic nature) 
of the vegetables.

He informed that ex-
cept for a cold storage 
established during NB 
Bhandari’s government 
at Majhitar, there were 
no other cold storages in 
the State. On the same, 
the party demanded the 
government to establish 
more cold storages to 
store organic produce.

“If the State govern-
ment is really sincere 
and serious about its veg-
etable ban then it should 
ban all non-organic veg-
etables from the outside 
and the markets of the 
State should have sur-
plus amount of organic 
produce for the people 
of Sikkim,” Mr Adhikari 
stated.

On the destruction of 
non-organic vegetables 
today, he stated that the 
step was inhuman and in-
appropriate when people 
in the different parts of 
the country are starving.

State govt’s veggie
ban not in the interest

of the people: SUF



3SummitTIMES | 12 April 2018CapitalTIMES

Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

12 Apr
Temp: 23°C /11°C
Forecast: Mostly 
cloudy with a couple 
of thundershowers 
in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 05:15 AM
Sunset: 5:58 PM
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 A :

A recently-formed or-
ganisation, Paichan 

Foundation, has raised 
the demand for provision 
of practical training for 
students of government 
and private schools of 
the country on proper 
handling and hoisting of 
the national lag. 

The organisation has 
also demanded for provi-
sion of national lags for 
free at every corner of the 
country on Independence 
Day and Republic Day.

It is informed that 
Paichan Foundation 
president, Mizoram Sub-
ba, sat on a hunger strike 
from 23 Mar to 04 Apr at 

Ramlila Maidan in Del-
hi and also submitted 
a memorandum of his 
two-point demand in the 
Prime Minister’s Of ice 
on 04 Apr.

Addressing a press 

conference here today, 
Mr Subba informed that 
the PMO has assured to 
reply within 15 days. 

He also expressed 
that the sale of the na-
tional lag in shops 

should be restricted 
and that it should avail-
able free of cost in the 
country. He stated that 
the Central government 
should implement laws 
for the same.

The press conference 
was also attended by 
vice-president, Rakesh 
Subba, secretary, Asar 
Singh Subba, treasurer, 
Diki Bhutia and coordi-
nator, Anu Prasad.

Paichan Foundation demands training on 
proper handling of national lag for students

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 A :

Deputy Speaker of 
Sikkim Legislative 

Assembly, Sonam Gyatso 
Lepcha, attended a 
meeting with the Speaker 
of Assam Legislative 
Assembly, Hitendra 
Nath Goswami, at his 
chamber in Guwahati on 
08 Apr with regard to 
the proposed conference 
on Speaker’s Research 
Initiative [SRI] to be 
organized by the Lok 
Sabha Secretariat in the 
4th week of May 2018 at 
Guwahati.

The meeting dis-

cussed the expenditure 
likely to be incurred for 
the construction of North 
East Region Institute of 
Parliamentary Studies, 
Training and Research 
[NERIPSTER] building at 
Khanapara in Guwahati.

The meeting also ad-
dressed the constitution 
of permanent Core Com-
mittee consisting of four 
NE Speakers and the au-
thority required to draw 
required amounts from 
the accounts of NERIP-
STER and North East 
Region Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Associa-
tion [NERCPA].

SLA Dy Speaker meets 
Assam Speaker

ITBP CONDUCTS STRESS MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME AT PEGONG
G , 11 A : The 11th Battalion of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force stationed at Pegong in 
North Sikkim organised a meditation & stress management camp from 11 to 13 Apr at its headquarters 
in Pegong. An instructor from Gangtok had been invited to conduct the camp. The ITBP personnel were 
informed about various stress management techniques, a press release informs.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 A :

International Panaacea Limited, 
a service provider agency un-

der Sikkim Organic Mission, or-
ganized a Gram Panachayat Unit 
level programme on Internal 
Control Systems of Organic Cer-
ti ication and Organic vegetable 
production at Bering Tareythang 
in East Sikkim on 10 Apr, a press 
release informs. 

Field executive, Man Prashad 
Luitel, explained the Organic 
Certi ication process and the Na-
tional Programme for Organic 
Production [NPOP] and National 
Organic Program [NOP] technical 
standards [USA].

Demonstration on Fermented 
Plant Extract [FPE] for control of 
diseases in plants was present-
ed by ield functionaries Shan-
ti Kumar Sharma and Kamala 
Adhikari.

GPU level prog on organic farming
at Bering Tareythang

Bengal 
journalists 
protest 
against attack 
on them
K , A  11 (PTI): 
Protesting against attack 
on them in the run up to 
the panchayat elections 
in West Bengal, journal-
ists today took out a pro-
cession here demanding 
justice.

The procession start-
ed from the Gandhi stat-
ue at Mayo road and ter-
minated at Dharmatala.

Some of the journal-
ists carried posters say-
ing, “We want justice” 
while other placards 
read, “We are not afraid” 
and “Freedom is our 
right”.

Media and Journalist’s 
Welfare Association (In-
dia) has complained to 
the South 24 Paraganas 
District Magistrate that 
many scribes were at-
tacked while covering the 
nomination iling process 
on April 9 at Alipore.

In a letter to the DM 
yesterday, it said that 
several reporters and 
cameramen, along with 
a photo journalist, came 
under attack when they 
were covering the elec-
tion nomination exercise.

The Association also 
said that all of them sus-
tained injuries and a few 
anti-socials had snatched 
accessories like cameras 
and electronic gadgets of 
the photo journalist, and 
requested the DM to take 
necessary action against 
the culprits.

K , A  11 (PTI): 
The Left Front today gave 
a call for a six-hour gen-
eral strike in West Bengal 
from 6 am on April 13 in 
protest against “throt-
tling of people’s rights” 
during iling of nomina-
tions for panchayat elec-
tions in the state.

Announcing the 
strike, Left Front Chair-
man Biman Bose said stu-
dents appearing for board 

examinations would be 
exempt from its purview.

“A six-hour strike from 
6 am to 12 noon will be 
held in the state on April 
13 to protest throttling of 
people’s rights,” Bose told 
newspersons here.

The opposition par-
ties, including the con-
stituents of the Left 
Front, have been alleging 
that widespread violence 
has been committed by 

activists of ruling Trina-
mool Congress in several 
parts of the state during 
iling of nomination for 

the panchayat polls.
Though the process of 

iling of nominations for 
the three-phase elections, 
to be held in the irst week 
of May, ended yesterday, 
the BJP and Left parties 
moved the Supreme Court 
today seeking extension 
of date for iling nomina-

tions, in view of the al-
leged violence.

The apex court di-
rected the petitioners to 
approach the Calcutta 
High Court tomorrow 
with their grievances.

The Left Front 
organised a rally here 
this afternoon to protest 
the alleged violence in 
the districts and inaction 
on the part of police and 
administration.

Left Front calls 6-hr strike in WB over 
panchayat poll nomination violence

N  D , A  11 
(PTI): Holding irmly on 
to a slice of history, the 
granddaughter-in-law of 
undivided Karnataka’s 
irst chief minister. K C 

Reddy, has been camping 
in the national capital, 
hoping to ight an elec-
tion for an Assembly seat 
in the state.

For the last two days, 
Vasantha Kavitha Shrikar 
K C Reddy has been wait-
ing anxiously outside the 
Congress party’s elector-
al war room at 15 Gurud-
wara Rakabganj Road, 
where its screening com-
mittee is inalising the 
candidates for the May 
12 polls.

K C Reddy, the irst 

chief minister of what 
was then Mysore State, 
was also a member of the 
Constituent Assembly of 
India.

Vasantha, whose hus-
band is a businessman, is 
the irst member of the 
family after the late chief 
minister to enter politics.

“He (Reddy) did not 
encourage the family to 
join politics. But I felt the 
need to spread his lega-
cy and work for people 
like him, the 40-year-old 
Congress member said.

The irst list of can-
didates is expected to be 
announced by April 13 
after it has been vetted 
by the party’s Central 
Election Committee.

Karnataka polls: 
First CM’s kin hopes 

to revive legacy
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Small, Marginal
and Ignored

The real farmers of Sikkim need 
some real engagements

So, as per the Agriculture Census of 2010-11, there 
were 74,928 farmers in Sikkim. It is anybody’s 

guess whether this number has grown or fallen in the 
eight years since because at least as far as of icials in 
departments which work with farmers, such matters 
as data, planning or preparation do not command 
much priority. The number of farmers, it appears, has 
been worked out from the number of land-holdings 
in the State and that offers some interesting insights. 
While the overall number of farmers in the State ap-
pears robust, when one break it down to how much 
land individual farmers have access to for cultiva-
tion, the bubble bursts. 40,476 of the farmers, 54% 
of the total lot, till barely 14% of the landholdings, 
managing with less than a hectare of farmland. This, 
in of icial records, makes them “small farmers”. Next, 
23% of the farmers have landholdings between one 
to two hectares making them “marginal farmers” in 
of icial records. Small and marginal farmers, account-
ing for 76% of the landholdings, possess only 33% of 
the agricultural land. The top-level, those with farm-
ing tracts of more than 4 hectares, count barely 780 
(1.04% of the total number of farmers) but occupy 
11.53% of the total arable land. The biggest portion of 
land available for agriculture in Sikkim, 55.46% of the 
landholding area, sits in the hands of big landholders 
owning between 2 to 4 hectares; there are 16,731 of 
them, roughly 22% of the farmers in Sikkim.

Of course, not everyone who “owns” farming land 
is a farmer, and very few, if any, of the two hectares 
and above owning “farmers” are actually hands-on 
agriculturists. What is clear is that agriculture and 
horticulture production in the State relies on the 
76% small and marginal farmers of Sikkim who pos-
sess an average of 0.61 hectares. As their classi ica-
tion as “small and marginal” suggests, they are also 
ones most at risk of exploitation and short-changing 
by middlemen since they are also more at risk of suf-
fering due to the vagaries of weather patterns. Any 
price support mechanism or addition of value to 
their produce would hence go a long way towards al-
leviating their condition. In this regard, the Organic 
Mission was best suited for them because it offered 
them an opportunity to earn more their small ields. 
That would have required more than awareness 
camps on organic farming, they already know how to 
do that rather well except perhaps the bureaucrat-
ic procedures of getting organic certi ication. What 
they required with convincing that that organic route 
would fetch them higher returns, and for that they 
needed more focused marketing assistance instead 
of being talked down upon by service providers how 
good organic farming was for people’s health and 
Sikkim’s environment. That marketing support has 
been sorely lacking. Is still lacking despite the mo-
nopoly extended to them by the ban on non-organic 
farm produce in Sikkim. 

What should also have arrived alongside the Or-
ganic  push was credit support for them revitalize 
their farms and invest in their handkerchief size 
landholdings (because accept it, 0.61 hectares is not 
much farmland to work with). It would have been 
desired that credit support formed an integral part 
of the Organic Mission and increased alongside the 
mission engagement to make Sikkim organic. Un-
fortunately, that did not happen either. The State 
Focus Paper 2018-19 for Sikkim prepared by NAB-
ARD as a bank credit projection for the State reveals 
that credit flow to the agriculture sector has been 
low and erratic over the past three years. Banks 
achieved only 22.36% of the projected target for 
credit to agriculture in 2014-15, improved it dra-
matically to 40.87% of the target in 2015-16 and 
then collapsed to 15.37% in 2016-17. To get a per-
spective, here are some numbers- against Rs 16,725 
lakh projected by NABARD for credit to agriculture 
in Sikkim, the banks released only Rs 3,739 lakh 
in 2014-15. Undeterred by this shortfall, NABARD 
projected a target of Rs 19,901 lakh for agriculture 
in 2016-17. The banks responded by releasing even 
less than the credit they had provided in 2014-15 
and released only Rs 3,058 lakh by way of loans in 
2016-17. Even factoring in the over-ambitious ide-
al-situation enthusiasm of such projections, con-
cerned officials still expect at least 40% achieve-
ment of targets. Instead, banks in Sikkim gave ag-
riculture 22%, 41% and 15% achievement over the 
past three years. Apart from disinterest among the 
banks, there were clearly no efforts at coordination 
by the State’s agencies either. In contrast, industries 
received 241% of the projected credit potential in 
2014-15 and even in 2016-17 received a handsome 
60% of the projected credit flow for the sector. 
Housing and transport sector were also favoured 
by banks and maintained a high 70’s percentage till 
2016 which dipped to 51% in 2016-17, a drop per-
haps forced by the demonetization experiment.

The point being made here is that Sikkim’s small 
and marginal farmers need special attention, not ro-
manticizing but some real engagements which ad-
dress their issues and not just the requirements of 
everyone else who claims to be working for them.

JEFFREY WASSERSTROM
theconversation.com

What kind of leader is Xi Jinping, 
who became general secretary 

of China’s Communist Party in No-
vember 2012 and China’s president 
in March 2013?

Specialists are giving very dif-
ferent answers to this question now 
than they did ive years ago.

One reason is that rules were in 
place then to make Xi step down from 
the presidency after serving two ive-
year terms. Now, the rules have been 
changed. He can rule as long as he likes.

In addition, there are now cen-
ters on Chinese campuses devoted to 
the study of “Xi Jinping Thought.” His 
name has been added to China’s Con-
stitution. No living igure has gotten 
this treatment since the most famous 
Chinese Communist Party leader of 
all: Mao Zedong.

I am keenly aware of how dra-
matically Xi’s stature and the think-
ing about him have shifted due to my 
experiences working on two editions 
of “China in the 21st Century: What 
Everyone Needs to Know,” the most 
recent of which was just published.

My co-author Maura Elizabeth 
Cunningham and I inished writing 
the second edition just as Xi rose to 
power. We completed work on the 
third edition late last year, when term 
limits were still in place. Even then, it 
was already clear that Xi was a char-
ismatic leader of a kind not seen in 
China for decades.
FROM TERM LIMITS TO FOREVER

What Chinese leader is Xi most like? 
Analysts now answer that question 
very differently than they did in 2013.

Then, when international com-
mentators likened Xi to other leaders 
they generally only went back as far 
as Deng Xiaoping, who became Chi-
na’s most powerful igure in 1978.

The main question many asked 
about Xi was this: Would Xi be much 
like Hu Jintao, the irst-among-equals, 
stay-the-course technocrat who held 
power from 2002 until 2012. Or 
would he be a bolder igure like Deng, 
who had instigated major reforms 
that started stalling out around the 
turn of the millennium. 

Whichever category Xi fell into, 

many thought, he would go down in 
history as the third leader in a row 
to govern for 10 years and then step 
down. Both Hu and Hu’s predecessor, 
Jiang Zemin, had done that. This would 
solidify a pattern of routine transfers 
of power that contrasted with the rul-
er-for-life one of Mao’s time.

Now, by contrast, some see Xi as 
the irst leader of a new era of strong-
man rule, in which there are few con-
straints on the top leader.

Legal scholar Carl Minzner, for ex-
ample, has titled his new book “The 
End of an Era: How China’s Author-
itarian Revival Is Undermining Its 
Rise.” In tandem with this emphasis 
on Xi differing from his immediate 
predecessors, many foreign commen-
tators argue that he is less like Hu and 
Deng than he is like Mao.

Some go much further back in 
time, seeing him as similar to the 
emperors of the imperial era that 
ended with the fall of China’s last im-
perial dynasty in 1912. Still others 
argue that Xi is best compared with 
the strongman leader of neighboring 
Russia who keeps extending his rule: 
Vladimir Putin.

EMPEROR OR THUG?
Is Xi a bold thinker, a tireless anti-cor-
ruption crusader, a man who cares 
not about personal power but only 
about helping his country regain the 
position of greatness it once had?

Yes, say the of icial Beijing media. 
No, say many articles in the interna-
tional press – think of him instead as 
a 21st century emperor, or a thuggish 
Chinese counterpart to Putin.

To understand Xi, the Beijing of-
icial media suggest, read his “The 

Governance of China,” a two-volume 
collection of his speeches that detail 
his devotion to China’s people and 
traditional Confucian morals.

Critics call him, instead, a Big 
Brother igure. Read George Orwell’s 
“Nineteen Eighty-Four,” which de-
scribes a surveillance state whose 
leader demands complete obedience.

My own sense, based on following 
closely Xi’s moves to maximize his 
power and crush civil society, is that 
the of icial Beijing media’s celebra-
tion of him distorts reality.

I also feel, though, that it is not 
completely itting to instead compare 
him to Putin, Mao, an emperor or Big 
Brother.

A MAN OF MANY CONTRASTS
Those four analogies have uses – but 
also shortcomings. They should be 
treated, however, as “imperfect anal-
ogies,” meaning parallels that, while 
lawed, can still be illuminating. And 

we also should bring into the picture 
leaders, periods and books not yet 
mentioned.

For instance, Xi shares some traits 
with Putin. But as political scientist 
Maria Repnikova notes, there are 
signi icant differences. In China to-
day but not Russia, for example, the 
strongman operates within a long-es-
tablished political party.

There are other leaders with 
whom both Xi and Putin have much in 
common. Using imperfect analogies, 
we can place both men beside igures 
such as India’s Narendra Modi and 

Turkey’s Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. Each 
of them, like Xi and Putin, have little 
patience for dissent, speak of return-
ing their nations to past positions of 
glory and promote macho, muscular 
forms of nationalism.

As for past Chinese leaders, the 
veneration of Xi’s thought invites 
comparison to Mao and there are im-
perial aspects of his style of rule.

Historian James Carter and I have 
argued, however, that Xi also bears a 
surprising resemblance to someone 
who held power between the last em-
perors and Mao’s day: Chiang Kai-shek.

Chiang, the Nationalist Party lead-
er who governed the mainland from 
1927 until 1949, headed a weak and 
poor, rather than strong and econom-
ically booming, China. He was iercely 
anti-Communist.

Still, Chiang and Xi share some 
interesting traits in common. Both 
felt that revolutionary ideas and Con-
fucian values could go hand in hand, 
in contrast to Mao who reviled Con-
fucius as a “feudal” thinker. In addi-
tion, Chiang, unlike emperors and un-
like Mao, had a wife who was a stylish 
hit in diplomatic settings – also true 
of Xi’s spouse Peng Liyuan.

Turning to books, China today has 
features that bring to mind “Nineteen 
Eighty-Four,” but also ones that seem 
more like the pleasure-mad dystopia 
described in Aldous Huxley’s “Brave 
New World.” For example, journalist 
Christina Larson argues that, depend-
ing on what you are after, China’s in-
ternet can seem either the world’s 
best or worst. Limits on digital dis-
cussion of politics bring Orwell to 
mind, but the uncountable digital dis-
tractions available on smartphones 
its in more with Huxley’s vision.

It is tempting to look for easy an-
swers, one book to read or compar-
ison to draw that will bring issues 
or people into focus. This desire for 
quick ixes is understandable. As the 
case of Xi illustrates, though, looking 
for multiple imperfect analogies and 
placing them side by side can get us 
closer to the truth than can any quick-
ix approach.

[the writer is Professor of Chi-
nese and World History, Uni-
versity of California, Irvine]

Statesman, strongman, philosopher, autocrat: 
China’s Xi is a man who contains multitudes

MARTIN H. WEISSMAN

On March 20, American-Canadian mathe-
matician Robert Langlands received the 

Abel Prize, celebrating lifetime achievement 
in mathematics. Langlands’ research demon-
strated how concepts from geometry, algebra 
and analysis could be brought together by a 
common link to prime numbers.

When the King of Norway presents the 
award to Langlands in May, he will honor the 
latest in a 2,300-year effort to understand 
prime numbers, arguably the biggest and old-
est data set in mathematics.

As a mathematician devoted to this “Lang-
lands program,” I’m fascinated by the history 
of prime numbers and how recent advances 
tease out their secrets. Why they have capti-
vated mathematicians for millennia?

HOW TO FIND PRIMES
To study primes, mathematicians strain 
whole numbers through one virtual mesh 
after another until only primes remain. This 
sieving process produced tables of millions 
of primes in the 1800s. It allows today’s computers 
to ind billions of primes in less than a second. But 
the core idea of the sieve has not changed in over 
2,000 years.

“A prime number is that which is measured by 
the unit alone,” mathematician Euclid wrote in 300 
B.C. This means that prime numbers can’t be evenly 
divided by any smaller number except 1. By con-
vention, mathematicians don’t count 1 itself as a 
prime number.

Euclid proved the in initude of primes – they go 
on forever – but history suggests it was Eratosthe-
nes who gave us the sieve to quickly list the primes.

Here’s the idea of the sieve. First, ilter out mul-
tiples of 2, then 3, then 5, then 7 – the irst four 
primes. If you do this with all numbers from 2 to 
100, only prime numbers will remain.

With eight iltering steps, one can isolate the 
primes up to 400. With 168 iltering steps, one can 
isolate the primes up to 1 million. That’s the power 
of the sieve of Eratosthenes.

TABLES AND TABLES
An early igure in tabulating primes is John Pell, 
an English mathematician who dedicated himself 
to creating tables of useful numbers. He was mo-

tivated to solve ancient arithmetic problems of 
Diophantos, but also by a personal quest to orga-
nize mathematical truths. Thanks to his efforts, the 
primes up to 100,000 were widely circulated by the 
early 1700s. By 1800, independent projects had 
tabulated the primes up to 1 million.

To automate the tedious sieving steps, a Ger-
man mathematician named Carl Friedrich Hinden-
burg used adjustable sliders to stamp out multiples 
across a whole page of a table at once. Another low-
tech but effective approach used stencils to locate 
the multiples. By the mid-1800s, mathematician 
Jakob Kulik had embarked on an ambitious project 
to ind all the primes up to 100 million.

This “big data” of the 1800s might have only 
served as reference table, if Carl Friedrich Gauss 
hadn’t decided to analyze the primes for their own 
sake. Armed with a list of primes up to 3 million, 
Gauss began counting them, one “chiliad,” or group 
of 1000 units, at a time. He counted the primes up 
to 1,000, then the primes between 1,000 and 2,000, 
then between 2,000 and 3,000 and so on.

Gauss discovered that, as he counted higher, the 
primes gradually become less frequent according to 
an “inverse-log” law. Gauss’s law doesn’t show exactly 
how many primes there are, but it gives a pretty good 

estimate. For example, his law predicts 72 primes 
between 1,000,000 and 1,001,000. The correct 
count is 75 primes, about a 4 percent error.

A century after Gauss’ irst explorations, his 
law was proved in the “prime number theorem.” 
The percent error approaches zero at bigger and 
bigger ranges of primes. The Riemann hypoth-
esis, a million-dollar prize problem today, also 
describes how accurate Gauss’ estimate really is.

The prime number theorem and Riemann 
hypothesis get the attention and the money, but 
both followed up on earlier, less glamorous data 
analysis.

MODERN PRIME MYSTERIES
Today, our data sets come from computer pro-
grams rather than hand-cut stencils, but math-
ematicians are still inding new patterns in 
primes.

Except for 2 and 5, all prime numbers end in 
the digit 1, 3, 7 or 9. In the 1800s, it was proven 
that these possible last digits are equally fre-
quent. In other words, if you look at the primes 
up to a million, about 25 percent end in 1, 25 

percent end in 3, 25 percent end in 7, and 25 per-
cent end in 9.

A few years ago, Stanford number theorists 
Robert Lemke Oliver and Kannan Soundararajan 
were caught off guard by quirks in the inal digits 
of primes. An experiment looked at the last digit 
of a prime, as well as the last digit of the very next 
prime. For example, the next prime after 23 is 29: 
One sees a 3 and then a 9 in their last digits. Does 
one see 3 then 9 more often than 3 then 7, among 
the last digits of primes? 

Number theorists expected some variation, but 
what they found far exceeded expectations. Primes 
are separated by different gaps; for example, 23 is 
six numbers away from 29. But 3-then-9 primes 
like 23 and 29 are far more common than 7-then-3 
primes, even though both come from a gap of six.

Mathematicians soon found a plausible expla-
nation. But, when it comes to the study of succes-
sive primes, mathematicians are (mostly) limited 
to data analysis and persuasion. Proofs – mathema-
ticians’ gold standard for explaining why things are 
true – seem decades away.

[the writer is Associate Professor of Math-
ematics, University of California, Santa Cruz]

Why prime numbers still fascinate
mathematicians, 2,300 years later
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
CENTRAL HEALTH STORES ORGANISATION

HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SERVICES & 
FAMILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
CONVEY GROUND, TADONG

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Memo No. 36/CHSO/18-19         Date:11/04/2018

Sealed quotations are invited from the reputed manufacturing 
authorised distributors/dealers/representative for the supply of 
Chemicals & Reagents, Glasswares & Miscellaneous and Instru-
ments & Apparatus for Pharmacy College, Sajong, Rumtek.

The date of issue of tender documents is from 12th April 2018 
11:00 am onwards to 19th April 2018 before 4:00 pm and the last 
date of submission of the tender form will be on 20th April 2018 
on or before 11:00 am and will be opened on the same date at 
12:00 noon duly producing challan from State Bank of Sikkim for 
Rs.5000.00 (Five Thousand) only which is non refundable after 
depositing under the major head: 0210 – Medical & Public Health 
– 01 – Urban Health Services – 800 – other Receipt, Sale of Ten-
der Form. The details of the tender documents and terms and 
conditions may be obtained from the undersigned.

Sd/-
JOINT DIRECTOR (CHSO)

CENTRAL HEALTH STORES ORGANISATION.
CONVEY GROUND, TADONG.

R.O. No. 24/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 11.4.2018

HUMAN RESOURCE AND 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
Reference No: 2027/GOS/HRDD/EW/03         Dated: 10/4/18

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER NO:
For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, the Superintending 

Engineer (E), Human Resource & Development Department, 
Government of Sikkim, invites e-tendering Bids from the eligible 
registered contractors of appropriate class for the work listed 
below:-

Name of Work: Construction of Lt. C. S. Rai Memorial 
School Building at Arithang JHS in East Sikkim.

BID VLAUE Rs.2,46,90,324.00
Date of Publication in E-Tendering 
Portal of Sikkim Government (www.
sikkimtender.gov.in)

13.04.2018 

(11.00 AM onwards)

The intending contractors / tenderers may visit the e-procure-
ment portal of Government of Sikkim www.sikkimtender.gov.in

Sd/-
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (EAST)

HUMAN RESOURCE & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT.
R.O. No. 19/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 11.04.2018

K , A  11 
(PTI): Making further 
inroads into Nepal, China 
has set up a solar power 
generating system which 
is now illuminating the 
famous Singha Durbar - 
the government’s main 
administrative build-
ing complex which also 
houses the Prime Minis-
ter’s Of ice.

China had in January 
donated over 32,000 so-
lar power generating sys-
tems to Nepal to enhance 
its domestic capacity 
and to provide electrici-
ty to communities, who 
had been without pow-
er since the devastating 
2015 earthquake.

Under the China-aided 
Solar Photovoltaic Project, 
solar panels have been in-
stalled on the roof of 21 
buildings of the Singha 
Durbar which included 
the Prime Minister’s Of-
ice, the Ministry of Fi-

nance and the Ministry of 
Energy, among others.

The project, which 
started in November 
2016, was completed in 
14-months time.

One megawatt elec-
tricity generated through 
solar panels have started 
illuminating the central 
administrative of ices 
from yesterday, of icials 
said today.

Nepal’s Prime Min-
ister, KP Sharma Oli and 
Chinese Ambassador to 
Nepal, Yu Hong yesterday 

jointly inaugurated the 
solar power generating 
system installed at the 
central secretariat of the 
Nepali government.

Oli stressed that the 
solar technology was im-
portant and crucial for 
the mountain country 
like Nepal for the mod-
ernisation of agriculture 
and the operation of 
small and large scale in-
dustries.

“It is necessary for 
Nepal to end dependence 
on traditional electricity 
sources for energy needs. 
Though we are rich in 
water resources, sole de-
pendence on hydropow-
er is costly. Thus, we are 
focusing on renewable 
energy,” the prime minis-
ter said.

“Solar energy is im-
portant for the moun-
tainous country like Ne-
pal in terms of ef iciency 
and cost. I am thankful to 
China for the construc-
tion of this solar photo-
voltaic project in a short 
period of time and hope-
ful that this project can 
work as a model project 
for other areas,” Oli was 
quoted as saying by the 
China’s state-run news 
agency Xinhua.

The power generat-
ed by the around Rs 600 
million project would 
be linked to the national 
grid, according to of i-
cials.

Oli said that once such 

programmes were ex-
panded to other places, it 
could help boost develop-
ment in the country.

Solar energy is very 
useful for the geographi-
cally diverse country like 
Nepal, the Prime Minis-
ter said adding that such 
projects of mutual bene-
it would take Nepal-Chi-

na bilateral relations to a 
new height.

China and Nepal 
have agreed to start 
technical works to build 
a cross-border railway 
link via Tibet to boost 
connectivity. Apart from 
these, Nepal has become 
part of Beijing’s ambi-
tious Border and Roads 

Intiative.
The Chinese Ambas-

sador said that coopera-
tion between China and 
Nepal was for the devel-
opment and prosperity, 
and the launch of the so-
lar light project was the 
latest example.

“I hope that this proj-
ect will become a mod-

el project for Nepal to 
expand energy supply 
channels, strengthen 
electricity supply securi-
ty and realize green de-
velopment,” Yu said.

“The Chinese govern-
ment has been engaged 
in efforts to help Nepal 
realise electricity devel-
opment and will contin-
ue to provide assistance 

and support within its 
capacity the economic 
and social development 
of the country,” the Chi-
nese envoy was quoted 
as saying by Xinhua.

Chinese solar power illuminates Nepal PM’s Of ice

B , A  11 
(PTI): The second phase 
of the budget session of 
Odisha Assembly began 
today amid uproar by the 
ruling BJD members over 
the Mahanadi river water 
issue leading to adjourn-
ment of the House.

Soon after the House 
began for the day, many 
treasury bench members 
were on their feet raising 
slogans against the Cen-
tre accusing it of conspir-
ing to deprive Odisha of 
its share of the Mahanadi 
river water.

The House witnessed 
noisy scenes amid slo-
gan-shouting by BJD law-
makers even as Co-Op-
eration, Food Supplies 
and Consumer Welfare 
Minister, Surjya Narayan 
Patro was answering to a 
question.

Pleas by Speaker 
Pradip Kumar Amat 
to restore peace in the 

House went unheeded as 
BJD legislators continued 
to allege that the people 
of Odisha were betrayed 
by the BJP-led central 
government. They de-
manded concrete steps 
for functioning of the 

tribunal to resolve the 
Mahanadi river water is-
sue between Odisha and 
Chhattisgarh.

As the uproar con-
tinued, the Speaker ad-
journed the House till 3 
pm.

Later, BJD members 
staged a dharna near the 
Mahatma Gandhi stat-
ue inside the Assembly 
premises holding banners.

They accused the 
Central government of 
being partial towards 

Chhattisgarh in the Ma-
hanadi issue and claimed 
the river had dried up in 
Odisha because of a con-
spiracy.

Slamming the state 
government for stalling 
the proceedings, Con-
gress leader Narasingha 
Mishra told reporters 
outside the House that 
the ruling party and the 
government had the re-
sponsibility to ensure 
smooth functioning of 
the Assembly. “If protec-
tor turns predator, whom 
shall we approach,” he 
asked.

Senior BJP MLA 
Pradip Purohit said the 
state government was 
required to furnish all 
information to the Maha-
nadi river water tribunal. 
He attacked the ruling 
BJD for adopting disrup-
tive method instead of 
discussing the issue in 
the House.

Odisha Assembly adjourned 
over Mahanadi issue

K , A  11 (PTI): The 
Council for the Indian School 
Certi icate Examinations will 
send a safety manual to all af il-
iated schools by the third week 
of April, the CISCE has said.

The school safety manual 
has been designed to ensure that 
children in schools were provid-
ed with a “safe, secure and car-
ing environment”, the CISCE said 
in a statement yesterday.

“We are committed in pro-
viding a safe and secure envi-
ronment to our children,” the 
Chief Executive of the Council, 
Gerry Arathoon, said.

The manual, in the form of 
a book, will be ready within a 
week. Later, it will be posted on 
the council’s website, the state-
ment said.

The school safety manual 
covers a wide range of topics 
which the school administration 
needs to be aware of, it said.

The manual calls for setting 
up a school safety sub-commit-
tee that will involve teachers, 
students, parents along with 
the school management “to 
play important roles in adopt-
ing the practice of periodic and 
repeated safety guidelines”, the 

statement said. Securing school 
premises with new technology 
for the safety of students and al-
locating a special budget for the 
same purpose have also been 
stressed in the manual.

The manual also advocates 
ensuring psychological and 
emotional well-being of stu-
dents by identifying verbal, emo-
tional, sexual, mental or physical 
abuse by any teacher, classmate, 
parents, non-teaching staff or 
anyone else and subsequent re-
dressal through awareness and 
adequate precaution.

It also advises identi ication 

of children with special needs 
and provision of adequate care 
and safety.

The manual also recom-
mends feedback mechanism to 
address issues related to child 
safety and security.

On issues of gender sensiti-
sation and safety or sexual ha-
rassment of women at schools, 
the manual recommends imple-
mentation of existing laws.

The manual comes in the 
wake of allegations of sexual 
abuse of primary students in 
some premier city schools in re-
cent times.

CISCE to send safety manual to 
ICSE schools within a week

K , A  11 
(PTI): A 37-member 
youth delegation from 
India’s prominent in-
stitutions like IITs and 
AIIMS visited Nepal un-
der a youth exchange 
programme to promote 
people-to-people con-
tact between the two 
countries and share their 
knowledge and experi-
ences.

Ajay Kumar, Charge’d 
Affairs, Indian Embas-
sy in Kathmandu, today 
held a breakfast meet-
ing with the youth team 

on the inal day of their 
eight-day visit.

The delegation com-
prised students from 
IITs, AIIMS, NIT, National 
Law School of India Uni-
versity and Rajiv Gand-
hi National Institute of 
Youth Development.

During the tour, the 
students visited Chitwan, 
Lumbini, Pokhara and 
Kathmandu.

The visit was part of 
an MoU signed in Novem-
ber, 2014 between the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports, Government 

of India and the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports, Gov-
ernment of Nepal.

Kumar said the main 
objective of the youth ex-
change programme is to 
promote people-to-peo-
ple relations between the 
two countries and share 
their knowledge and ex-
periences.

The students said 
that the tour gave them 
an opportunity to see dif-
ferent places, meet peo-
ple, learn their language 
and culture.

37 Indian students 
visit Nepal under youth 
exchange programme

K , A  11 (PTI): A section of 
intellectuals today castigated the ruling 
Trinamool Congress, the administra-
tion and the police, claiming that they 
have remained “silent spectators” while 
widespread violence is taking place in 
West Bengal during iling of nomina-
tions for next month’s panchayat elec-
tions in the state.

Former state advocate general Bi-
mal Chatterjee said unleashing of vio-
lence to ensure a walkover in the pan-
chayat elections is nothing but incapac-
itation of democracy.

“Villagers are being subjected to vi-
olence and harassment. The leadership 
of the ruling party, the administration 
and the police are silent spectators,” 
social activist Miratun Nahar said at a 
press conference called by the intellec-
tuals from various ields to protest in-
cidents of attacks on opposition candi-
dates and supporters.

Stating that several of these intel-
lectuals had stood up against violence 
against the people of Nandigram during 
the anti-land acquisition movement in 
2007 against the then Left Front gov-

ernment in the state, theatre person-
ality Bivas Chakraborty claimed that 
they are apolitical and have protested 
against any undemocratic activity.

He expressed apprehension as to 
what will happen during the three-
phase elections in the irst week of 
May, if so much violence is perpetrated 
during the nomination process.

“It is very painful when those whom 
we had supported act like those who 
they have replaced and resort to un-
democratic means to win elections,” 
said singer Pratul Mukhopadhyay.

He said domination is ultimately 
not good for those who are perpetrat-
ing such acts, and these acts are more 
harmful for the perpetrators than those 
they are trying to dominate.

“Ensuring a walkover by those in 
power in the state by preventing the 
opposition from iling nomination is 
not good.

It amounts to incapacitation of de-
mocracy,” Chatterjee, who had been ap-
pointed advocate general by the pres-
ent dispensation in the state and had 
resigned later, said.

Panchayat violence: intellectuals
criticise TMC, admn, police
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 11 A :

The irst semi inal match of 
the ongoing 1st Dr Bhim 

Rao Ambedkar Jayanti Football 
Tournament 2018 was played 

between Sikkim Police and Unit-
ed Brothers Kalimpong here at 
Paljor Stadium today.

Sikkim Police thrashed Unit-
ed Brothers Kalimpong by 7-0 
goals to enter the inals of the 

tourney.
The event today had the 

presence of Chairperson of 
Gangtok Municipal Corpora-
tion, Ashish Rai, as chief guest 
accompanied by Gastroen-

terologist, STNM Hospital, 
Dr Suresh Rasaily, as guest of 
honour.

On 12 Apr, Akaraman FC will 
take on Brotherhood FC in the 
second semi inal match.

Sikkim Police in finals of Dr BR Ambedkar tourney 

SUMMIT REPORT
M , 11 A :

On invitation from 
Board of Control for 

Cricket in India [BCCI], 
president of Sikkim 
Cricket Association 
[SCA], Lobzang G Ten-
zing, and general sec-
retary, Sonam Palden 
Bhutia, attended the 
grand opening ceremo-
ny of VIVO IPL 2018 on 
07 Apr at Mumbai in 
Maharashtra. The SCA 
officials met General 
Manager, Game Devel-
opment [BCCI], Pro-
fessor R Shetty, who is 
also the Nodal Officer 

in-charge for North 
Eastern States appoint-
ed by BCCI Commit-
tee of Administrators 

[CoA], and appraised 
him about the develop-
mental works in prog-
ress carried out by the 

newly formed body and 
requested for monetary 
and various technical 
help through BCCI.

SCA of icials attend opening ceremony
of IPL ’18 at Mumbai

R , A  11 (AFP): 
Kostas Manolas sent 
Roma through to the 
semi- inals of the Cham-
pions League after an in-
credible 3-0 victory over 
Barcelona at the Stadio 
Olimpico on Tuesday 
saw them overhaul a 4-1 
irst-leg de icit and ad-

vance on away goals.
The superb Edin Dz-

eko set the ball rolling 
in the sixth minute, and 
after Daniele De Rossi 
converted a penalty 13 
minutes after the break 
to get the home fans be-
lieving, Manolas glanced 
home a brilliant header 
with eight minutes left 

to send the Roma sup-
porters into raptures 
and leave Barca wonder-
ing what had hit them.

Just as they were at 
the Camp Nou, Roma 
were aggressive from the 
off, and Dzeko gave the 
home side a deserved 
lead after just six min-
utes, brilliantly bringing 
down De Rossi’s clipped 
through ball, holding off 
Samuel Umtiti and pok-
ing the ball past Marc-An-
dre ter Stegen.

Patrik Schick had the 
best chances to double 
Roma’s lead before half-
time on his Champions 
League debut, but con-

tinued the poor form 
in front of goal that has 
blighted his club-record 
move from Sampdoria.

He sent two glorious 
headed chances wide, 
the irst from a vicious 
13th-minute Aleksan-
dar Kolarov corner.

The second, just be-
fore the half-hour mark 
was even more glaring, 
a free header on the 
penalty spot that should 
have hit the target.

He was however un-
lucky not to control Rad-
ja Nainggolan’s mishit 
shot when it lashed to 
him in the area just two 
minutes later.

Roma started the 
second half as they 
started the irst and got 
their reward in the 58th 
minute when Edin Dze-
ko was chopped down 
by Gerard Pique and De 
Rossi slotted home the 
spot-kick.

Eusebio Di Frances-
co’s side smelled blood, 
and with the raucous 
crowd urging their team 
they tore into wobbling 
Barca.

De Rossi lashed a 
header wide in the 69th 
minute, and 10 minutes 
later it looked like Ter 
Stegen had saved the 
away side’s skin with an 

incredible close-range 
stop from Stephan El 
Shaarawy.

However with just 
seven minutes left Mano-
las met another izzing 
Kolarov corner with 
a unsaveable header, 
sparking wild celebra-
tions on and off the pitch.

Barca inally came 
out of their shells as 
Roma tried to hold on to 
the result, but the hosts 
held on brilliantly to see 
the result out and go 
through to the semis for 
the irst time since 1984, 
when they lost the inal 
at home to Liverpool, 
Tuesday’s other victors.

Roma send Barca out after miracle comeback

G  C , A  11 
(PTI): The indomitable 
MC Mary Kom (48kg) 
stormed into the inals 
and remained on course 
to deliver India’s maiden 
Commonwealth Games 
gold in women’s box-
ing, while Vikas Krish-
an (75kg) entered the 
men’s semi inals, here on 
Wednesday.

Five-time world 
champion and Olympic 
bronze-medallist Mary 
Kom defeated a defensive 
Anusha Dilrukshi Kod-
dithuwakku of Sri Lanka 
5-0 to make the summit 
clash in her debut ap-
pearance at the Games.

Among the men, 
debutant Gaurav So-
lanki (52kg) and world 
bronze-medallist Vikas 
made the semi inals to be 
assured of medals.

“It was dif icult in the 
sense that this girl would 
just not come to me. I 
had to be careful because 
she was perhaps waiting 
for me to let my guard 
down,” Mary Kom said 
after the bout.

It was a battle of 
veterans between the 
35-year-old Indian and 
the 39-year-old Koddith-
uwakku.

Mary Kom, also a 
sitting Rajya Sabha MP 
in India, prevailed in a 
rather dull contest where 
clean punches were few 
and far.

Despite the height 
advantage, Koddithuwak 
struggled to connect 
punches for most part. 
She picked up pace in 
the inal three minutes 
but Mary Kom drew from 

her own wealth of expe-
rience to thwart her.

The Olympic 
bronze-medallist Indian 
will square off against 
Northern Ireland’s Kris-
tina O’Hara in the inal. 
O’Hara, who works as 
carer at a nursing home 
in her country, defeated 
19-year-old New Zea-
lander Tasmyn Benny in 
the semi inals.

However, another 
Indian veteran L Sarita 
Devi (60kg) failed to se-
cure a medal after going 
down to Australia’s Anja 
Stridsman.

The former world 
and Asian champion In-
dian found teh crowd fa-
vourite’s power dif icult 
to handle and was also 
troubled by her ill- itting 
headguard.

“It was distracting 
and I think this other girl 
was very good. I could 
not handle the pow-
er of her punches. Be-
sides, home turf always 
brings out the best in 
you, which was the case 
with her today,” said the 

gracious-in-defeat boxer 
from Manipur.

In the men’s draw, 
Army boxer Solanki 
dodged a tricky oppo-
nent in Papua New Guin-
ea’s Charles Keama in hs 
quarter inal bout.

The 21-year-old man-
aged to evade several 
attempts at head-butts 
by his rival in a bout he 
eventually claimed 5-0.

“It was a risky ight. 
He was trying to hit me 
but I think my re lex-
es were very sharp so I 
managed to outwit him,” 
he said.

Joining him in the 
semis was Vikas, a 
former Asian Games 
gold-medallist, with a 
power-packed perfor-
mance against Zambia’s 
Benny Muziyo. Vikas, 
who claimed a gold at 
the Srandja Memorial, 
pummelled his rival with 
sharp right hooks.

The Zambian looked 
dazed due to the ferocity 
of the blows he took on 
his face, made more se-
vere by his poor defence.

Boxing: Mary Kom in
fi nal; Vikas, Solanki in semis

as boxers excel

G  C , A  11 (PTI): Shooter Shreyasi 
Singh entered the 2010 Commonwealth Games 
shattered and with grief, gloom for company 
following the sudden demise of her father.

Her campaign was over in a jiffy as she 
coped with the feeling of utter helplessness, 
despair and disbelief.

Cut to 2018, and the 26-year-old is basking 
in glory, as she has just won the gold medal in 
women’s double trap event of the 21st edition 
of the Commonwealth Games.

Shreyasi called it the milestone medal of 
her career, made more special by the fact that 
shooting will not be a part of the next Com-
monwealth Games.

“I’ve got a milestone medal,” an excited 
Singh told PTI after claiming India’s 12th gold 
medal of the ongoing Games in the women’s 
double trap event.

Shreyasi, daughter of former National 
Ri les Association President Digvijay Singh, 
lost him on the eve of the 2010 Games, which 
threw her campaign into disarray.

“This is the highest medal of my career, 
right up there. It is also very special because 
shooting is not going to be a part of the Com-
monwealth Games in 2022,” she said.

Shooting is being dropped from roster for 
the 2022 Birmingham CWG due to logistical is-
sues as the organisers have expressed inability 
to prepare a venue for the event.

Her medal is the fourth shooting gold in In-
dia’s tally after pistol shooters Jitu Rai, Heena 
Sidhu and Manu Bhaker.

“It would be the one to cherish for a very 

long time,” the 26-year-old stated.
She had won a silver medal at the 2014 

Games and also has an Asian Games bronze to 
her credit. At the ongoing Games, she still has 
the trap event to compete in.

Today’s top podium inish came after a 
shoot-off with silver-medallist Emma Cox as 
both the shooters ended with scores of 96 fol-

lowing the inals.
Asked if she felt the jitters in the shoot-off, 

Shreyasi said, “I was de initely nervous but 
at the same time con ident. Does that make 
sense?” 

“Actually I was prepared for a ight, I was 
not going to give up no matter what. I would 
have fought till whatever time it was necessary 
to get this medal. If you ask me what I feel right 
now, it is pure happiness,” she said.

Shreyasi, who is inspired by 2004 Athens 
Games silver-medallist and current sports 
minister Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, said de-
spite the close inish she was satis ied with her 
performance.

“My performance today was de initely very 
good. I am quite satis ied with how things 
went. It’s been a great day at work,” she said.

At the 2014 Games, she arrived in Glasgow 
with a nagging back problem but still managed 
to claim a silver.

By that yardstick, she had a smooth build-
up to these Games, securing a silver medal in 
the Commonwealth Championships in Novem-
ber last year. “I am just happy,” said the marks-
woman, who is as adept at dishing out Mughlai 
cuisine as shooting down targets.

It’s the milestone medal of my career: Shreyasi

B , A  11 
(PTI): Ankur Mittal add-
ed to the Indian shooting 
contingent’s medal rush 
by winning a bronze in 
the men’s double trap 
event of the 21st Com-
monwealth Games here 
on Wednesday.

Mittal inished third 
on the podium after scor-
ing 53 in the inals at the 
Belmont Shooting Centre.

Mohammed Asab, the 
other Indian shooter in 
the six-man inals, in-
ished in the fourth posi-
tion, a climbdown from 
the bronze medal he won 
in Glasgow four years ago.

Scotland’s David Mc-
math claimed the gold 
medal with a Games re-
cord 74, while the silver 
went to Tim Kneale (70) 
of Isle of Man. The expe-
rienced James Willett was 
the irst to be eliminated.

Mittal, the 26-year-
old, who won silver medal 
in the World Champion-
ships in Moscow last year 
besides a silver and gold 
in the ISSF World Cups, 
rallied to inish ifth with 
133 in the qualifying.

Mittal had to be con-
tend with a ifth-place 
inish in the 2014 Games.

Asab shot 137 to get 
into a shoot-off with Mc-
Math in the quali ication 
before inishing second.

Mittal bags bronze 
as shooters 
continue good run
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FAITHFUL MORNING DEAR VALUABLE DEAR EAGLE EVENING

Draw Time: 11:55 am onwards Draw Time: 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:19 DrawDate on:11/04/18 Draw No:19 DrawDate on:11/04/18 Draw No:37 DrawDate on:11/04/18

1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 91C 76168 1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 82K 61066 1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 74J 65927
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 76168 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 61066 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 65927 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
01042 02550 32575 44524 49529 08228 28046 35074 40811 49616 01672 18775 22626 36727 50199
56434 60120 79696 80253 93063 55765 66696 73143 74634 86197 55265 61163 63873 87343 90115
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 1928 5863 6018 6125 6960 8337 8480 9160 9378 9951 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0886 1555 2125 2704 3778 4213 7209 7537 9307 9701 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 2571 2860 2878 3477 5707 5746 6698 7596 7892 9302
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0149 0216 1617 1650 5643 7549 7559 8015 9261 9751 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0766 0893 1243 1620 1970 3916 3936 6991 7223 8137 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0119 1328 1551 1749 2041 4083 4113 5248 5751 9611
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0021 0171 0325 0385 0490 0579 0589 0752 0756 0975 0435 0588 0605 0639 0899 1047 1124 1224 1329 1337 0220 0334 0382 0423 0446 0560 0706 0733 0825 0859
1077 1093 1156 1207 1259 1322 1366 1618 1633 1637 1380 1491 1847 1896 1943 1988 2023 2086 2194 2273 0871 0883 1001 1028 1070 1107 1153 1325 1575 1610
1676 1754 1889 2029 2098 2273 2555 2574 2633 2706 2276 2318 2463 2482 2553 2570 2858 3118 3122 3135 1650 1978 2942 2975 3046 3166 3336 3353 3766 3782
3027 3038 3103 3220 3407 3486 3531 3543 3721 3884 3163 3223 3385 3460 3470 3475 3647 3870 4018 4078 3825 3854 3933 3941 4007 4070 4075 4184 4224 4271
3890 4016 4198 4266 4277 4338 4363 4546 4567 5104 4162 4201 4208 4256 4309 4331 4347 4472 4507 4594 4396 4416 4526 4713 4761 4776 4989 5040 5116 5129
5369 5381 5470 5514 5750 5847 5855 5891 5898 5934 4828 4850 4937 5440 5462 5515 5565 5678 5812 5841 5367 5497 5614 5628 5738 5842 5910 5967 6120 6194
6143 6368 6442 6511 6518 6705 6718 6778 6821 6903 5844 5857 5948 5987 5992 6128 6233 6250 6320 6377 6296 6430 6530 6689 6812 7046 7156 7305 7470 7791
7030 7101 7250 7258 7398 7418 7527 7596 7597 7617 6391 6451 6767 6781 6896 6940 7140 7251 7259 7340 7793 7825 7826 7832 7845 8100 8133 8229 8428 8507
7625 7751 8096 8178 8262 8278 8289 8447 8448 8559 7496 7618 7716 7788 7918 8155 8156 8408 8439 8444 8516 8869 8886 9120 9142 9171 9255 9347 9474 9579
8663 8834 8984 9022 9106 9457 9631 9646 9874 9957 8945 8948 8983 9092 9168 9240 9246 9299 9619 9921 9646 9671 9674 9719 9736 9780 9832 9849 9919 9984

Issued by: 
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland
For Results, Please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com

K I N D L Y     C H E C K     T H E     R E S U L T S     W I T H     T H E     O F F I C I A L     G A Z E T T E  

ElseWhere

 MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
 LABHLAXMI GEMINI

 Draw No:10 DrawDate on:11/04/18
 1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 6686
 2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5189 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 6517
 4th Prize Rs.300/- 3493 5th Prize Rs.  202/- 2564
 6th Prize Rs.100/-
 1000 1016 1018 1064 1084 1100 1101 1135 1144 1172
 1173 1196 1226 1240 1269 1303 1343 1375 1386 1405
 1412 1422 1423 1490 1494 1533 1535 1560 1679 1740
 1748 1791 1803 1817 1826 1838 1840 1854 1862 1879
 1885 1896 1910 1941 1949 1987 1989 2079 2120 2135
 2140 2187 2198 2219 2225 2235 2251 2303 2308 2335
 2365 2377 2382 2386 2412 2415 2472 2496 2498 2517
 2565 2606 2615 2638 2654 2695 2703 2741 2752 2792
 2832 2844 2865 2896 2900 2934 2990 3033 3062 3074
 3102 3136 3138 3139 3176 3184 3198 3257 3260 3269
 3323 3339 3340 3345 3364 3405 3408 3409 3411 3420
 3427 3434 3472 3475 3509 3526 3538 3544 3547 3555
 3567 3580 3605 3667 3673 3733 3752 3801 3802 3840
 3842 3857 3892 3929 3947 4011 4027 4084 4087 4166
 4170 4194 4230 4311 4354 4368 4409 4411 4450 4486
 4507 4536 4604 4612 4622 4627 4647 4662 4674 4765
 4808 4882 4958 4989 5031 5047 5113 5183 5193 5238
 5246 5264 5329 5396 5399 5400 5437 5464 5466 5500
 5507 5533 5616 5667 5683 5699 5730 5737 5738 5757
 5763 5767 5782 5791 5807 5824 5864 5869 5882 5905
 5907 5943 5956 5997 6010 6046 6066 6107 6118 6142
 6160 6233 6253 6257 6298 6316 6320 6321 6345 6371
 6395 6410 6446 6456 6464 6514 6579 6581 6590 6620
 6624 6695 6700 6808 6847 6849 6920 6972 6983 6985
Issued by:
The Director ,Mizoram State Lotteries,
For result please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES
MUMBAILAXMI SEETA

Draw No:10 DrawDate on:11/04/18
1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 3742 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 2913
3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 3823 4th Prize Rs.  502/- 1440
5th Prize Rs.200/-
1045 1172 1244 1409 1442 1516 1523 1579 1605 1630
1687 1689 1757 1850 1865 1900 2037 2311 2443 2481
2487 2494 2513 2582 2592 2596 2813 2870 2890 2946
3023 3098 3104 3165 3322 3401 3407 3490 3507 3519
3529 3578 3620 3662 3672 3803 3831 4137 4239 4247
4272 4313 4368 4369 4426 4437 4507 4523 4546 4629
4636 4637 4650 4659 4693 4699 4771 4808 4814 4902
4913 4930 4939 4985 5025 5028 5070 5100 5104 5123
5129 5139 5265 5329 5401 5485 5655 5664 5671 5725
5728 5747 5770 5773 5844 5850 5855 5856 5934 5958
6th Prize Rs.100/-
1002 1013 1044 1059 1129 1146 1164 1204 1213 1220
1236 1284 1306 1317 1328 1365 1380 1411 1426 1439
1450 1455 1468 1473 1483 1488 1500 1555 1600 1601
1656 1665 1675 1680 1711 1720 1760 1767 1807 1811
1851 1869 1925 1939 1992 1993 2021 2043 2049 2062
2137 2143 2151 2213 2223 2245 2284 2304 2336 2378
2383 2460 2572 2590 2600 2626 2627 2643 2709 2719
2744 2754 2784 2789 2829 2830 2843 2859 2881 2900
2907 2924 2932 2966 2969 2977 2981 3027 3057 3082
3086 3116 3172 3175 3184 3238 3263 3265 3294 3302
3327 3343 3347 3361 3369 3442 3493 3499 3540 3548
3555 3614 3644 3657 3663 3681 3692 3704 3706 3759
3777 3821 3849 3863 3870 3872 3943 3988 3994 4044
4120 4132 4145 4246 4257 4273 4298 4319 4321 4364
4376 4390 4393 4406 4457 4528 4542 4556 4582 4655
4689 4711 4720 4764 4843 4906 4933 4972 5001 5030
5074 5088 5094 5102 5118 5120 5122 5141 5171 5173
5179 5193 5252 5311 5379 5422 5436 5451 5455 5461
5472 5504 5520 5563 5564 5574 5577 5584 5657 5681
5763 5777 5788 5817 5843 5872 5883 5893 5925 5959
Issued by:
The Commissioner,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR.
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YOSHITA SINGH 
U  N , A  
11 (PTI): The UN Secu-
rity Council has failed to 
adopt two competing res-
olutions that would have 
established a mechanism 
to investigate use of chem-
ical weapons in Syria as 
well as another concern-
ing a fact- inding mission 
in the war-torn country.

The Security Council, 
voting yesterday on the 
three separate draft reso-
lutions, failed to rally the 
votes needed to launch 
an independent mecha-
nism of investigation into 
the incident, as delegates 
voiced frustration over 
the continued paralysis 
and the expanding rifts 
between nations.

The irst draft consid-
ered yesterday penned by 
the United States which 
would have established a 
new investigative mecha-
nism for one year, as well 
as identify those respon-
sible for the use of chemi-
cal weapons, was rejected 
owing to a negative vote 

from Russia. The draft re-
ceived 12 votes in favour, 
two against (Bolivia and 
Russia) and one absten-
tion (China).

US Permanent Rep-
resentative to the Unit-
ed Nations Ambassador 
Nikki Haley said after 
the vote that month after 
month, the Assad regime, 
with full support of Russia 
and Iran, has strung along 
this Council. She said her 
delegation had conducted 
transparent negotiations 
when drafting the resolu-
tion and had gone the ex-
tra mile in incorporating 
the views of the Russian 
Federation.

“And when the people 
of Douma, along with the 
rest of the internation-
al community, looked to 
this Council to act, one 
country stood in the way. 
History will record that. 
History will record that, 
on this day, Russia chose 
protecting a monster 
over the lives of the Syr-
ian people,” she said.

Russia’s UN envoy 

Vassily Nebenzia, speak-
ing following its veto, 
said the United States 
was attempting to mis-
lead the international 
community.

He said the draft 
would have been an at-
tempt to recreate the 
Joint Investigative Mech-
anism whose mandate 
had not been renewed 
in late 2017 which had 
become a puppet of an-
ti-Damascus forces and 
shamed itself by ren-
dering a guilty verdict 
against a sovereign State 

with no evidence.
He added that the 

new mechanism, as pro-
posed by the United 
States, would carry out 
an investigation with no 
regard to the standards 
set out in the Convention 
on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling and Use 
of Chemical Weapons 
and of Their Destruction, 
known as the Chemical 
Weapons Convention.

Yesterday’s meeting 
marked the 12th time 
Russia has used its veto 

to block Council action 
on Syria.

The meeting came 
says after reports of a 
chemical weapons attack 
in the Damascus suburb 
of Douma.

Similarly, a competing 
draft penned by Russia 
which would have estab-
lished the mechanism 
for one year as well but 
would have given the 
Security Council the re-
sponsibility to assign ac-
countability for the use of 
chemical weapons in Syr-
ia, was also not adopted.

By the terms of that 
text, the Council would 
have established a Unit-
ed Nations independent 
mechanism of investi-
gation, also for an initial 
period of one year, and 
urged it to fully ensure a 
truly impartial, indepen-
dent, professional and 
credible way to conduct 
its investigation.

It would have further 
directed the mechanism 
to make full use of all 
credible, veri ied and 
corroborated evidence 
collected by the OPCW 
fact- inding mission, 
while also directing it to 
collect and examine ad-
ditional information and 
sources not obtained or 
prepared by the mission, 
including all information 
provided by the Govern-
ment of Syria and others 
on the activities of non-
State actors.

Six Council members 
- Bolivia, China, Ethio-
pia, Equatorial Guinea, 
Kazakhstan and Russia 
voted in favour of the 

draft while seven against 
(France, the Netherlands, 
Peru, Poland, Sweden, 
United Kingdom and 
United States) and two 
abstentions (Cote d’Ivo-
ire and Kuwait).

The Council reject-
ed a third text also pro-
posed by Russia which 
concerned the work of 
the OPCW Fact-Find-
ing Mission (FFM). The 
draft received ive votes 
in favour (Bolivia, Chi-
na, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan 
and Russia), four against 
(France, Poland, the 
United Kingdom and the 
United States), and six 
abstentions (Cote d’Ivo-
ire, Equatorial Guinea, 
Kuwait, the Netherlands, 
Peru, and Sweden).

Syria’s UN envoy 
Bashar Ja’afari, speaking 
at the close of the meet-
ing, emphasized that his 
Government had of icially 
invited the OPCW to send 
its fact- inding mission to 
investigate. He said Syria 
would fully cooperate and 
provide access to a liber-

ated Douma.
Criticising the posi-

tions of the US, UK and 
France, he said that some 
permanent Council mem-
bers were attempting to 
cover up domestic crises 
and con licts among their 
political elites. After sev-
en years of ilthy terrorist 
war in Syria, the choice 
was clear, he said adding 
that the Council should 
stand up to lies, con-
scious that international 
public opinion would be 
judging its ability to safe-
guard the world.

Ahead of the Securi-
ty Council meetings, UN 
Secretary-General Ant 
nio Guterres had repeat-
ed his call on 15-member 
body to ind unity on the 
issue of use of chemical 
weapons in Syria and en-
sure accountability.

The norms against 
chemical weapons must 
be upheld. I appeal to the 
Security Council to ful-
il its responsibility and 
ind unity on this issue, 

he said.

UNSC fails to adopt resolutions on chemical weapons use in Syria
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More than 100 people have been killed after an Algerian military plane crashed near the country’s capital. 
The cause of the crash was unclear and an investigation has been launched, the country’s defence minis-

try said in a statement. Mohammed Achour, chief spokesman for the civil protection agency, said: “There are 
more than 100 deaths. We can’t say exact how many at this point.” The jet came down close to Boufarik airport 
near Algiers and emergency services have been sent to the crash site. Black smoke could be seen rising near 
a motorway in footage broadcast on Algerian television, with a crowd of of icials also visible in a ield next to 
the crash site. The tail in of a plane could also be seen above olive trees, with smoke and lames billowing from 
the wreckage.

W , A  11 
(PTI): The US State of Or-
egon has declared April 
as the ‘Sikh American 
Community’s Celebra-
tion of Vaisakhi month’ in 
recognition of the contri-
butions of the minority 
community.

Vaisakhi, celebrated 
on April 14, is commem-
orated by million of Sikhs 
annually.

Oregon Governor 
Kate Brown signed a 
proclamation on Monday 
declaring April as “Sikh 
American Community’s 
Celebration of Vaisakhi 
month” and noted that 
the community continue 
to make great strides to-
wards security religious 
liberty as patriotic mem-
bers of the US Armed 
Forces.

The proclamation 
said that Sikhs in the US 
pursue diverse profes-
sions and walk of life, 
making rich contribu-
tions to the economic 
vibrancy of the United 
States as farmers, engi-
neers, doctors, scientists 
and other ields.

Noting that Sikh re-
ligion is based on a be-
lief in one God, and the 
equality of all human 
beings, the proclamation 
said Vaisakhi is one of the 
most religiously signi i-
cant days in Sikh history.

In the last one month, 
Oregon is the fourth 
American State to have 
declared the month of 
April for Sikhism. The 
three other States being 
Indiana, Delaware and 
New Jersey.

US State declares April 
as Vaisakhi month

W , A  11 (PTI): 
US President Donald Trump 
today welcomed his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping’s pledge 
to open up the world’s sec-
ond largest economy, even as 
the White House ruled out re-
versing the 25 per cent import 
tariffs worth USD 50 billion 
on Chinese products, saying 
America wants “concrete ac-
tions” from Beijing.

In his keynote address at 
the Boao Forum for Asia yes-
terday, Xi vowed to lower auto 
import tariffs, protect the in-
tellectual property of foreign 
companies and further open 
the USD 12.84 trillion econo-
my, the second largest in the 
world.

“China’s door of opening up 
will not be closed and will only 
open wider,” Xi said.

“Very thankful for Presi-

dent Xi of China’s kind words 
on tariffs and automobile bar-
riers...also, his enlightenment 
on intellectual property and 
technology transfers. We will 
make great progress together!” 
Trump tweeted.

The White House also is-
sued a statement, praising Xi 
for his statement.

“Certainly, we are encour-

aged by President Xi’s words, 
his kind words. But at the same 
time, we want to see concrete 
actions from China, and we’re 
going to continue moving for-
ward in the process and in 
the negotiations until those 
happen,” White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders told 
reporters at her daily news 
conference.

The statements from both 
leaders follow a week of esca-
lating tariff threats sparked by 
US’ concern over China’s trade 
and intellectual property pol-
icies, worrying inancial mar-
kets over potential damage to 
global growth.

The world’s top two econ-
omies had edged towards an 
all-out trade war after Trump 
administration last week pub-
lished a list of about 1,300 
Chinese exports worth USD 50 
billion that could be hit by US 
tariffs because of Beijing’s al-
leged theft of intellectual prop-
erty and technology.

China in a retaliatory mea-
sure, decided to impose addi-
tional tariff of 25 per cent on 
106 products under 14 catego-
ries worth USD 50 billion.

China has already slapped 
tariffs on 128 US products, in-

cluding wine and pork, totalling 
to USD 3 billion in retaliation to 
Trump’s move to impose tariffs 
on steel and aluminium.

The US State Department 
also hailed Xi’s remarks.

“We’ve been clear with the 
Chinese government in areas 
that are of concern to US work-
ers, US companies, and the 
overall trade balance. We have 
had those conversations with 
them, so I think we’re looking 
like we’re in a better place,” 
said State Department Spokes-
person Heather Nauert.

“What we may be seeing 
is China coming to terms with 
some of our concerns about 
unfair trade practices and the 
United States saying ‘we stand 
by to engage with you, the gov-
ernment of China and Presi-
dent Xi on that matter’”, she 
said.

Encouraged by Xi’s remarks, but 
want “concrete actions”: US
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EtCETERA

ARIES: Love and romance 
should be lying high for you 
now, Aries. If you’re single, you 
could soon form an incredible 
relationship. If you’re already 
involved, the spiritual and 
emotional bonds between you 
and your beloved should grow 
by leaps and bounds. The lines of 
communication are wide open. 
Make use of them and you may 
ind the kind of love of which 

most people can only dream.
TAURUS: You should be feeling 
physically strong, healthy, 
and energetic today, Taurus, 
although you could also be a 
little lightheaded. You could 
experience the sensation of 
wandering around in a daze 
with your feet on the ground 
and your head in the clouds. 
Achieving balance won’t be 
easy, but you should be able to 

manage it today. Concentrate on 
activities that involve spiritual or 
imaginative faculties today.
GEMINI: In future years, you 
might remember today as one of 
the best days of your life, Gemini. 
Romance should be going 
beautifully. You could exchange 
deeply felt words of love with 
your partner. The future looks 
bright, and you should be full of 
enthusiastic plans for pursuing 
what you really want to do. You 
should also be feeling especially 
strong, energetic, healthy, and 
ready to try anything. A journey 
could be coming up soon.
CANCER: Happiness reigns in 
the home as friends and family 
members gather for a long-
awaited reunion, Cancer. Or you 
could be hosting a gathering 
of friends and acquaintances 
interested in the arts or psychic 

or metaphysical matters. 
Discussions should be intense 
but fascinating nonetheless. A 
young visitor could come up with 
some unexpected insights and 
revelations that blow everybody 
away. Write down whatever 
impresses you the most. Enjoy 
your evening.
LEO: Group activities, perhaps 
with a social, ecological, or 
humanitarian focus, could take 
place today somewhere in your 
neighborhood, Leo. You might 
decide to attend with your 
romantic partner. You could 
encounter some friends in the 
process, and all of you could well 
be caught up in the excitement 
generated by those in the spotlight. 
Listen well and think about what 
you learn today. It might make a 
difference in your future.
VIRGO: Your values could 

undergo a complete 
turnaround today, Virgo. Recent 
developments in the world, 
your community, among your 
circle of friends, and within 
you could make you realize, 
like it or not, you and everyone 
around you is going through a 
transformation. This might be 
a little disconcerting, but it’s 
a positive development. Take 
things one day at a time and see 
where they go. You’ll probably 
like it!
LIBRA: Spiritual and psychic 
matters come to the forefront 
today, Libra. You could be greatly 
inspired to express yourself 
creatively. You could also be quite 
surprised at the wisdom you ind 
within yourself. A gathering of 
friends, perhaps for the purpose of 
discussing metaphysical subjects, 
could bring this to your attention 

so blatantly that it becomes hard 
to ignore. Don’t cling to the shore. 
Flow with the current.
SCORPIO: Are you contemplating 
a move of some kind, Scorpio? 
Perhaps you’re thinking about 
relocating to be closer to 
members of a group with which 
you’re af iliated. You might 
also be considering a move to a 
community where spiritual and 
metaphysical values are not only 
discussed but also lived. Make a 
list of your options, if that helps. 
You’re in a transitional period 
right now. You need to be practical.
SAGITTARIUS: Communication 
with friends, siblings, and 
neighbors should be open, 
congenial, and supportive today, 
Sagittarius. A gathering could 
open the door to new friendships, 
interesting discussions, and 
other group activities that you 

might enjoy. The only downside 
could involve mental overload. 
You might learn so much today 
that you can’t keep track of it all. 
Take notes so you can maintain 
a record of everything that 
particularly impresses you.
CAPRICORN: Career matters 
couldn’t be going better right now, 
Capricorn, especially if you’re in 
one of the communication ields, 
including writing, publishing, 
teaching, the Internet, or mass media. 
Your inancial situation is probably 
improving very quickly, and you’re 
making contact with congenial, 
intriguing people who share your 
interests. You’re also becoming more 
aware of the changes going on in the 
world and doing your part to help 
them along. Bravo!
AQUARIUS: Have you been 
planning a trip by air, Aquarius, 
perhaps to a distant place 

associated with a speci ic spiritual 
tradition? Warm places like Egypt, 
Mexico, or Israel could be especially 
appealing now. You could be going 
with a group of friends. If you 
haven’t been considering such a 
journey, think about it. You might 
receive some surprising insights 
and revelations from such a trip. 
Start planning it now. Go for it!
PISCES: Some vivid, inspiring, 
and intense dreams or visions 
could come your way today, 
Pisces. They could involve 
paranormal igures, such as 
angels. Make sure you keep a 
record of them, as your higher self 
is trying to tell you something. 
Make a list of all the images you 
can remember and analyze what 
these images symbolize to you. 
You could come up with some 
profound insights about the 
world and yourself.
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CASUAL FOR COFFEE: Supermodel Cindy 
Crawford looks cute while picking up some 
beverages in Beverly Hills.

Unlike Student Of The Year 
which launched the ca-

reer of two heroes Sidharth 
Malhotra and Varun Dhawan 
and one female lead Alia 
Bhatt, Karan Johar is all set to 
launch two new female fac-
es with Student Of The Year 
2. We already know Tiger 
Shroff will go back to college 
with this ilm directed by Pu-
nit Malhotra, the anticipation 
to know the two leading la-
dies has been on a high. 

Ending all speculations, 
Karan took to social media to 
announce the leading ladies 
of SOTY 2 -- Ananya Panday 
and Tara Sultaria -- to star op-
posite Tiger. The ilmmaker 
unveiled the irst look posters 
of Ananya and Tara to intrigue 
the audience further. 

As he announced Tara to 
have joined the cast of Student 
of the Year, he wrote, “@Dhar-
maMovies is proud to present 
its new student in the Batch of 2018! 
Here she comes... TARA! #SOTY2 @
iTIGERSHROFF @apoorvamehta18 @

punitdmalhotra @DharmaMovies @
foxstarhindi @SOTYOf icial”

For the unversed, the 22-year 
old actress debuted with Disney’s 

show ‘Big Bada Boom’ and is all set 
to make her Bollywood debut with 
Dharma Productions. On the other 
hand, Ananya is actor Chunky Pan-

day’s daughter and already a 
paparazzi’s favourite. 

Karan later announced 
Ananya as the latest addi-
tion and welcomed her to the 
movie business. Unveiling 
her poster, Karan wrote, “And 
inally! Presenting ANANYA - 

joining class of 2018 at Saint 
Teresa! Welcome to the mov-
ies! #SOTY2 @iTIGERSHROFF 
@apoorvamehta18 @punitd-
malhotra @DharmaMovies @
foxstarhindi @SOTYOf icial”

Meanwhile, in the morn-
ing, Karan also unveiled 
the new poster of Tiger and 
termed him as the leader of 
the student brat pack. He 
wrote on Twitter. “Here’s the 
irst new admission to the 

#SOTY2 family! @iTIGER-
SHROFF leads our student 
brat pack! @apoorvameh-
ta18 @punitdmalhotra @
DharmaMovies @foxstarhin-
di @SOTYOf icial”

‘Student of The Year 2’ is all set 
to hit the screens on November 23, 
2018.

STUDENT OF THE YEAR 2 FIRST LOOK RELEASED 

Daniel Craig inally con-
irms that Bond 25 as his 

next movie. The actor made 
his debut as 007 in Martin 
Campbell’s Casino Royale in 
2006, and he reprised his role 
in three sequels – the last one 
being Sam Mendes’ Spectre 
in 2015. Although the mov-
ie was a sequel to the most 
successful installment in the 
entire James Bond franchise, 
it wasn’t as well-received nor 
as commercially successful. 
So, the producers behind the 
series are looking to get back 
on track.

To do that, several things 
are changing behind the 
scenes regarding Craig’s pre-
sumably inal Bond ilm. So 
far, screenwriters Neal Purvis 
and Robert Wade have writ-
ten the scripts for each James 
Bond ilm since The World is 
Not Enough, and they are ex-
pected to write the script for 
Bond 25 as well. However, it 
has also been reported that 
Trainspotting scribe John 
Hodge is writing a separate 
Bond 25 screenplay that may 
be used for Danny Boyle to 
direct, which he could do this 
year if the script is approved. 
Unfortunately, there has been 
some uncertainty regarding 
Craig’s return as 007. After 

Spectre released, he seemed 
hesitant to jump back into 
the role, even saying that 
there hadn’t been a decision 
yet as of last fall. But it seems 
everything has been settled 
and he’s now set to return as 
Bond.

Daniel Craig attended a 
recent auction in which he 
sold his personal 2014 Aston 
Martin. And speaking with 
Associated Press at the event, 
Craig con irmed that Bond 
25 is indeed his next movie, 
saying, “Yeah,” when asked if 
that’s his next project. Then, 
when asked about Danny 
Boyle’s involvement as di-
rector, Craig smiled and said, 
“We’ll see, we’ll see.”

Although it was some-
what obvious that Daniel 
Craig would return for Bond 
25, the fact that he and the 
producers have been cagey 
about expressly con irming 
his return so far put some 
doubts in fans’ minds. But it 
seems that was all for naught 
as Craig is now de initely re-
turning for the next James 
Bond ilm. And while it’s 
great that the next install-
ment has its star, the ques-
tions still remain about who 
will be writing and directing 
the sequel?

Shortly after news broke 
about Danny Boyle poten-
tially directing Bond 25, the 
ilmmaker con irmed that 

he’s currently working on a 
Bond script with John Hodge 
– Boyle said that he had an 
idea and Hodge is trying to 
put that idea down on paper 
– but that he irst had anoth-
er project with About Time 
scribe Richard Curtis in the 
works that he needed to fo-
cus on. If Boyle and Hodge’s 
idea doesn’t please the pro-
ducers, then there’s Purvis 
and Wade’s script, which will 
need to be picked up by an-
other ilmmaker to bring to 
life on the big screen.

The franchise’s future is a 
bit unclear, but for now, fans 
can rest assured knowing 
Daniel Craig is going to ilm 
Bond 25 soon…ish.

DANIEL CRAIG CONFIRMS BOND
25 IS HIS NEXT MOVIE

THIS WEEK’S TOP 10 SONGS ON BILLBOARD HOT 100
1. Drake- God’s Plan
2. Bebe Rexha and 

Florida Georgia 
Line- Meant To Be

3. Post Malone featur-
ing Ty Dolla $ign- 
Psycho

4. The Weeknd- Call 
Out My Name 

5. BlocBoy JB featuring Drake- Look Alive
6. Zedd, Maren Morris and Grey-Middle
7. Ed Sheeran- Perfect
8. Bruno Mars featuring Cardi B- Finesse [Remix]
9. Lil Dicky featuring Chris Brown- Freaky Friday
10. Migos featuring Drake- Walk It Talk It

Vevo’s YouTube account 
appeared to have fallen 

victim to hackers yesterday, 
as a number of high-pro ile 
music videos have been de-
faced. The most-viewed You-
Tube video of all time, Luis 
Fonsi and Daddy Yankee’s 
“Despacito,” disappeared 
from YouTube brie ly after 
being defaced by hackers. The 
video’s image was altered and 
replaced with a masked gang 
holding guns (from Net lix 
show Casa de Papel), and the 
description was changed by 
hackers calling themselves 
Prosox and Kuroi’sh.

Lots of other popular mu-
sic videos have also defaced, 
including songs from Chris 
Brown, Shakira, DJ Snake, 
Selena Gomez, Drake, Katy 
Perry, and Taylor Swift. Some 
of those videos are still avail-

able, with defaced titles and 
thumbnail images. All of the 
affected music videos were 
uploaded to the artist’s Vevo 
YouTube accounts, and it’s 
not immediately clear wheth-
er the hackers gained access 
to individual accounts or if 
there was a wider exploit 
with Vevo accounts. At least 
one of the hackers claim that 
they used a “script” to alter 
the video titles.

 “Vevo can con irm that a 
number of videos in its cata-
logue were subject to a secu-
rity breach today, which has 
now been contained,” said a 
Vevo spokesperson. 

“We are working to rein-
state all videos affected and 
our catalogue to be restored 
to full working order. We are 
continuing to investigate the 
source of the breach.”

VEVO’S YOUTUBE ACCOUNT HACK HITS
POPULAR MUSIC VIDEOS, CAUSES BIGGEST

VIDEO EVER TO DISAPPEAR


