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FLAT AVAILABLE FOR 
COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS: 
A fl at measuring around 3,000 sq ft 
across an entire fl oor; conveniently 
located on the roadside and ideal 
for development into a showroom, 
bank or corporate offi ce, is available 
for rent at Church Road, DPH. The 
property is available for immediate 
occupation and can also be 
developed to suit the requirements 
of prospective tenants. Contact 
9434117687 or 9832556698 for 
further details and to schedule a visit.

CBSE Class X 
exams to be 
announced 
today
N  D , J  2 (PTI): 
The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) 
will announce results for 
the class X examination 
tomorrow.

“The results will be 
announced on June 3 at 
forenoon,” a senior CBSE 
of icial said.

A total of 16,67,573 
candidates had appeared 
for the exam this year.

On May 28, the 
board had declared 
the results for class XII 
which had seen a dip of 
over one per cent in the 
pass percentage.

SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 02 J :

Come Sunday June the 4th and 
the country will almost reach a 

standstill as would normal life on the 
other side of the country’s western 
border. A hiatus in the exchange of 
irepower along the Line of Control 

can also be predicted with a degree 
of certainty, for on that day India 
plays Pakistan in the ongoing Cham-
pions Trophy in faraway England.

That is the effect of cricket in In-
dia and Pakistan. It is not just a game 
in either country. And when it comes 
to an on ield engagement between 
the two nations, everything else, even 
the routine animosity, takes a back-
seat. That is the power of the game.

Diplomatic ties between India 
and Pakistan currently is scraping 
rock-bottom. Track two diploma-
cy is not working either as signs of 

both nations drifting further apart 
become more prominent by the day. 
Cricket against such a backdrop is 
the only sanity people of both coun-
tries can cling to. June 4 will provide 
such an opportunity for a change.

For the past few days the coun-

try has been on the boil over the 
debate whether India should play 
Pakistan in a bilateral series. The 
majority opinion and that of the 
Centre’s too has been against the 
idea in view of the simmering ten-
sion along the LoC and the Kashmir 

situation, which is believed to be 
the handiwork of Pakistan.

All these lead to the crucial ques-
tion that if we are policy wise so 
against engaging with Pakistan so-
cially, then why keep the diplomatic 
mission open in that country or why 
allow Pakistani panelists on Indian 
television talk shows?

In recent times, a certain section 
of television news channels have 
been the most vociferous, almost 
jingoistic in their approach on the is-
sue, but inviting Pakistani guests on 
their panels at the same time. Speak-
ing of double standards!

So, cross my heart and hope to 
die, people of both countries have 
been thirsting for a cricketing tie 
and that includes those too who are 
not cricket enthusiasts in particu-
lar. That is how infectious a game of 
cricket between the two countries is.

Just check around the neighbour-
hood and you will be amazed to ind 
how much preparation has gone 
in among the people for the June 4 
match. Engagements have been can-
celled or rescheduled, special menus 
thought of and despite not being Di-
wali, there is a sudden spurt in the 
sale of irecrackers in sweet antici-
pation of a win.

The country will now fasten its 
collective seat belt, clear its throat to 
yell and cheer every time a Pakistani 
wicket falls or an Indian batsman 
sends the ball out of the boundary 
and the youth will make wild dashes 
riding two-wheelers in the middle of 
the night after the game on June 4, 
provided we win.

Just one word of caution – watch 
the game, enjoy, but do not let your 
guard down. For with Pakistan you 
never know.

When cricket is more than just a game

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 02 J :

The Human Resource 
Development Depart-

ment has launched a mo-
bile application in order 
to make the Online Admis-
sion System in Sikkim gov-
ernment colleges more 
accessible for students.

HRDD Minister, RB 
Subba, of icially launched 
a mobile app ‘RUSA Sik-
kim Admission’ here at 
the HRDD conference 
hall today. According to 
the Department, this is 
the irst such mobile app 
in the country.

It has to be men-
tioned here that the 
HRDD started Online 
Admission System for all 
government colleges last 
year. This mobile app will 

help students access the 
Online Admission Sys-
tem irrespective of time 
and place. However, stu-
dents can also visit www.
sgcregistration.com for 
registration and further 

details.
The app seeks to 

bridge the gap between 
students and the system 
and to provide a lexi-
ble platform where stu-
dents can use whichever 

means to communicate 
with the system, to pro-
vide an effective way for 
communication between 
college administration 
and students using push 
noti ication system and 

to provide an effective 
tool for better under-
standing of Online Ad-
mission System.

In his short address, 
HRDD Minister ex-
pressed hope that the 

mobile app will help sort 
out shortcomings related 
to the online admission 
system. He also men-
tioned about other en-
deavors of the HRDD to 
provide better platform 
and exposure to students 
in various ields.

Director [Higher Ed-
ucation-HRDD], Deepak 
Pradhan, mentioned that 
the mobile app is very user 
friendly and will help the 
students to ill the forms 
on time. He added that the 
app has all the required 
information and system 
for online admission.

A representative 
from SIBin Group gave a 
presentation on the app 
and spoke about the ob-
jectives, key modules and 
other details related to 
the app.

HRDD launches mobile app for online
admission to govt colleges

SAURABH RAI 
G , 02 J :

This is off-season in 
Indian Football and 

most of the footballers 
after grueling six months 
of matches look for relax-
ation. Most of them head 
home or go on a vacation 
with friends or family. 
Nothing wrong with that 
they deserve it. But then 
there are footballers like 
Sanju Pradhan who think 
about football even in the 
off-season.

Sanju, after playing in 
the Indian Super League 
and the I-League, is back 
in his West Sikkim village 
of Sombaria and the irst 
thing he did was to visit 
his initiative, the Sanju 
Football Academy, and 
train the boys there.

“I felt it’s my duty to 
have a look at the boys as 
it has been a while I have 
been away from Sombar-
ia. It was nice to see that 
the boys have improved a 
lot. I think they can now 
soon play in the senior 

levels. I will try to have 
them inducted in better 
academies and clubs,” 
said Sanju.

Most of the boys at the 
Academy are under-18 
years of age and currently 
their exams are underway 
and very few are turning 
up for practice. 

Sanju has plans to set 
up a hostel and a ground 
for the Academy but he 
knows this will not be 
too easy.

“I am planning to 
soon approach the Sik-
kim Government for 
help. Since setting up a 
hostel and ground is a 
dif icult task for me, hope 
they will support me as 
for infrastructure devel-
opment help from the 
Government is required,” 
adds Sanju.

Sanju also admitted 
that the Government is do-
ing its bit but more effort 
from them will give con i-

dence to the sportspeople 
from across the state.

He made a valid point 
when he said, “Through 
Sports also lot of unem-
ployment can be solved, 
so Government should 
encourage youngsters 
to take up sports. It will 
not only help them to be 
employed but also bring 
name and fame to the 
state of Sikkim, which 
will be a wonderful 
thing.”

Sanju unwinds by training
students at his academy

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 J :

A steering committee meeting of 
doctors from Sir Thutob Namgyal 

Memorial Hospital [STNM], represen-
tatives of Sikkim Manipal Institute of 
Medical Sciences [SMIMS] and Public 
Health Foundation of India [PHFI] was 
held today at a local hotel in the capital. 
The meeting was chaired by Member 
of Parliament-Lok Sabha, PD Rai, who 
is also the Chairperson of the Steering 
Committee of the Centenary Celebra-
tions of STNM Hospital.

A press release informs that the 2nd 
edition of the North East Health Care 
Summit will be held at Chintan Bhawan 
in Gangtok on 08-09 Sept. The Summit 
will be hosted by STNM Hospital as a 
part of its centenary celebrations.

The objective of this year’s summit 
is to strengthen the focus and deliberate 
on key issues in the North East Region, 
explore emergent avenues for collab-
oration between various agencies and 
stakeholders and to provide a platform 

for interaction between healthcare pro-
viders, policy makers, researchers, gov-
ernment of icials, private sectors and 
Non Governmental Organizations.

Speaking about the Summit, Mr Rai 
stated, “I welcome the decision to orga-
nize the North East Healthcare Summit 
in Sikkim. This event organized by PHFI 
and hosted by STNM under the aegis 
of 100 years celebration is a great step 
towards bringing the North Eastern 
States closer to discuss and deliberate 
the aspects of healthcare collectively. 
The Government of Sikkim has already 
given approval for the same and we 
believe that this summit will be a land-
mark for the future of health care and 
wellness for the North East in general 
and Sikkim in particular.”

He further added that sustainable 
development goals will be an integral 
part of the summit.

The meeting deliberated on the 
processes of arranging the summit and 
stakeholders also provided their inputs 
to further add value to the summit.

Sikkim to host North-East 
Health Care Summit

Eight schools 
to get State 
Green School 
Awards 
on World 
Environment 
Day 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 J :

Eight schools from 
across Sikkim will be 

conferred the State Green 
School Awards 2017 
during the state level cel-
ebration of World Envi-
ronment Day on 05 June 
at Kaluk BAC complex in 
West Sikkim.

The eight schools 
are Buriakhop Govern-
ment Senior Secondary 
School [West District], 
Kewzing Government 
Senior Secondary School 
[South District], Ling-
moo Government Senior 
Secondary School [South 
District], Passingdong 
Government Secondary 
School [North District], 
Sopakha Government 
Secondary School [West 
District], Raley Gov-
ernment Junior High 
School [East District], 
Tingda Government 
Primary School [North 
District] and Sunshine 
English School [Melli, 
South Sikkim].

The award will in-
clude trophy, certi icate 
and cash prize.

Tea production 
in FY17 
highest ever
K , J  2 (PTI): 
The tea production in 
FY 17 at 1250.49 million 
kg is the highest ever in 
Indian tea industry, Tea 
Board has said today.

Production during 
the year was up by 1.41 
per cent over compared 
to 2015-16 output of 
1233.14 million kg.

North India s produc-
tion in 2016-17 stood 
at 1043.11 million kg of 
which the estates’ share 
was 681.87 million kg 
while bought leaf facto-
ries (BLFs) contributed 
361.24 million kg.

North India produc-
tion increased by 34.55 
millionKg up by 3.43 
per cent.

West Bengal re-
mained a major contrib-
utor with 27.69 million 
Kg with a jump of 8.40 
per cent, it said.
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HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

ONLINE REGISTRATION OF STUDENTS FOR ADMISSION TO UG 
COURSES IN ELEVEN GOVERNMENT COLLEGES OF SIKKIM 
Registration of students for admission to UG courses in the following 

Eleven Government colleges of Sikkim for the academic year 2017-18 will 
be through online. Students seeking admission in Government colleges are 
directed to apply through website:  www.sgcregistration.com  / www.rusasik-
kim.com or through Mobile Application.

Sikkim Government College, Tadong
Sikkim Government College, Burtuk
Sikkim Government Law College, Gangtok
Government College, Rhenock, East Sikkim
Sikkim Government College, Gyalshing
Namchi Government College, Kamrang
Sikkim Government B.Ed College, Soreng
Sikkim Government Science College, Chakung
Arts College, Mangshila
Women Arts College Khamdong, East Sikkim
Government Vocational College, Dentam

IMPORTANT DATES:
a) Submission of online registration: 28th May 2017 to 10th June 
2017
b) Last date of submission of Fees: 12th June 2016
c) 01st Merit list generation:  17th  June 2017

Call on help desk no: 8167734520/8167734522 (From 
10 am to 7 pm) or visit www.rusasikkim.com.

NOTE: Admission for Sikkim Government B.ED College, Soreng shall 
be intimidated later.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 J :

The central execu-
tive body meet of 

Sikkim Limboo Tamang 
Tribal Joint Action Com-
mittee was held today 
in Gangtok in order to 
observe the irst anni-
versary of the dharna 
and hunger-strike held 
at Jantar Mantar in New 
Delhi under the banner 
of SLTTJAC last year de-
manding reservation of 
LT seats in the Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly, a 
press release informs.

The daylong meet-
ing discussed the recent 
circular issued by the 
Ministry of Home Af-
fairs wherein MHA has 
sought suggestion and 
opinions from stakehold-
ers on reservation of LT 
seats. The MHA, it may 
be recalled, has taken the 
State Government sug-
gestion to increase the 
Assembly strength from 

32 to 40 members and 
reserved ive seats for 
the LTs.

The SLTTJAC meet-
ing registered gratitude 
towards the MHA for 
pursuing the issue. The 
Committee will send its 
suggestion and opinion 

after consultation and 
consent of the communi-
ty, adds the release.

The meeting was 
chaired by SLTTJAC 
advisor, Dhan Subba, 
and attended by advi-
sor-cum-chairperson (le-
gal cell), Oma Hang Lim-

boo, president SP Limboo, 
resource person Birbal 
Limboo, general secretary 
Indra Hang Limboo, trea-
surer Adeep Tamang, and 
other of ice bearers.

It may be recalled 
here that SLTTJAC had 
organized a two-day 

dharna and hunger strike 
at Jantar Mantar in New 
Delhi on 01-02 June 2016 
to press for its constitu-
tional rights. More than 
300 Limboos and Ta-
mangs from Sikkim had 
voluntarily participated 
in the event.

SLTTJAC marks anniv of Jantar Mantar protest
with deliberations on MHA circular

YOGEN THATAL
S , 02 J :

A Sikkim Police team, 
led by the Station 

House Of icer of Singtam 
Police Station, Ajay Rai, 
carried out a surprise 
inspection drive in and 
around Singtam Bazaar 
today in order to ensure 
that the shops are fol-
lowing the rules and reg-
ulations laid  out by the 
Singtam Nagar Panchayat 
and Urban Development 
& Housing Department.

The SHO was accom-
panied by Sub Inspectors 

Vijay Basnett and Lax-
man Gajmer, along with 
lady constable, Anita Gu-
rung, and other staff.

Such inspections are 
undertaken on a regular 
basis by Singtam Nagar 
Panchayat and the in-
volvement of the Police 
this time surprised many 
in town.

“Initiatives like this 
are supposed to be car-
ried out by the Nagar 
Panchayat. Why is the 
Police Department con-
ducting such activity,” 
said one of the locals.

Speaking to Sum-
mitTimes, the SHO said, 
“Well, today’s inspec-
tion was not of icially 
planned. Today is Haat 
day in Singtam and to en-
sure that the shop own-
ers and the proprietors 
are obeying the instruc-
tions given by the Nagar 
Panchayat and the con-
cerned department, we 
initiated the drive. Apart 
from this, the depart-
ment has been informed 
that the local merchan-
dise and the shop own-
ers have been bothering 

the bastiwallash who op-
erate their business just 
one day a week which is 
on Fridays.”

The SHO instructed 
the shop owners to main-
tain clean and hygienic 
environment in their 
respective areas and in-
stall dustbins around the 
premises.

Parking is the next 
challenging issue on 
market days in the town. 

Accidents and minor 
hurts on market days is 
not a new thing here. To-
day, for instance, a truck 

hit a Maruti Alto 800 car 
outside the old super 
market this morning. 

Also during the in-
spection, an SNT bus was 
found to be over loaded 
with passengers. The 
SHO instructed the SNT 
driver to immediately 
solve the issue of over 
loading for the conve-
nience of the people and 
other vehicles as well.

The team will be con-
ducting a similar drive 
with a different approach 
next Friday, informed the 
SHO.

Police haat day inspection in Singtam

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 J :

Bharatiya Janta Party 
Sikkim Pradesh con-

vened a meeting on Pan-
dit Deendayal Upadhyay 
Vistarak Yojana 2017 here 
at the party headquarter 
today. The meeting, which 
was chaired by BJP nation-
al mahamantri and West 
Bengal in-charge, Suresh 
Pujari, had state-unit 
president, DB Chauhan, as 
chief guest and sangathan 
mahamantri, Panchanan 
Rawat, as guest of honour. 

A BJP press release 
informs that Mr Chauhan 
stressed upon the need 
to expand organization 
of the party down to the 
ward level and also sug-
gested that members of 
different sections of the 
society need to come for-
ward to take the respon-
sibility of the State.

He urged the party 

workers to highlight the 
endeavors and achieve-
ments of the NDA gov-
ernment led by Naren-
dra Modi in all corners 
of the State.

Likewise, Mr Pujari 
stressed upon the need to 
implement the decisions 
taken in the meeting. He 
added that party workers 
should work in the inter-
est of the people. He also 
explained Pandit Deen-
dayal Upadhyay Vistarak 
Yojana at the meeting. 

Mr Pujari encouraged 
the party workers to pre-
pare to give a strong ight 
to the SDF in the upcom-
ing Panchayat elections 
scheduled for later this 
year and in the assembly 
elections in 2019. He stat-
ed that if BJP formed the 
government in Sikkim, 
it would be a big honour 
to the memory of Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyay.

Sikkim-BJP discusses Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyay Vistarak

Yojana and future plans 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 J :

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha president, PS 

Tamang [Golay], held a 
coordination meeting 
with party workers here 
at the party head-of ice 
today. He shared his ex-
perience, success and de-
tails of grievances of the 
people received during 
the 27-day “Jan Jagaran 
Padhyatra” undertaken 
by him, informs an SKM 
press release issued by 
its general secretary, Bi-
rendra Tamling.

The release adds that 
the party president stat-
ed that people in remote 
parts of the State contin-

ue to be deprived of basic 
amenities and that many 
of them were compelled 
to subsist below the pov-
erty line. He also lashed 
out at the State govern-
ment on many of projects 
still lying incomplete.

He further alleged that 
bene its promised to the 
people a few years back 
continue to remain in un-
delivered and claimed that 
MGNREGA has become a 
tool for corruption in the 
government. 

He also urged the 
party workers to high-
light the various issues 
taken up by the party 
with people in the grass-
roots level.

Golay briefs party 
workers about his Jan-

Jagaran Padhyatra

Driver
injured in
tipper 
accident
G , 02 J : A 
tipper vehicle plying 
towards Theng, North 
Sikkim, from Makha in 
East Sikkim fell down 
approximately 45 ft be-
low the road on reach-
ing Ambithang on 01 
June wherein the driver 
sustained head injuries. 
The driver was found to 
be under the in luence 
of alcohol and has been 
referred to Gangtok from 
Mangan District Hospital 
for medical treatment.

School
vandalized
G , 02 J : O  

 night of 31 May, 
some unknown miscre-
ants entered the of ice of 
the Principal of Tika Nir-
oula Government Senior 
Secondary School in Cen-
tral Pendam, East Sikkim, 
and vandalized the room. 
The school property was 
also vandalized by the 
miscreants. The case is 
under investigation.

Survival 
Sikkimese 
Party 
petitions 
Governor on 
Assembly 
seats 
expansion 
issue
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 J :

Survival Sikkimese Par-
ty called on Governor 

Shriniwas Patil at Raj 
Bhavan on 01 June, a par-
ty press release informs, 
and submitted a “distress 
petition” regarding what 
they see as “misrepre-
sentation” of the Bhutia, 
Lepcha and Sangha (BLS) 
communities in the State 
ever since the merger.

A press release issued 
by SSP president, KL Ka-
leon, alleges that the BLS 
community is not repre-
sented “lawfully” either 
in the Legislative Assem-
bly or the Parliament of 
India. 

In the petition, the 
party has termed the 
Home Ministry’s recent 
endorsement of the state 
government’s proposal 
to expand the number of 
seats in the State Legis-
lative Assembly from 32 
to 40 and reservation 
of 05 seats for the Lim-
boo-Tamang communi-
ties as “naked violence 
and invasion on the sov-
ereign rights of the Bhu-
tia, Lepcha and Sangha 
communities over their 
motherland.”

SSP has further al-
leged in the petition that 
this reveals the “failures” 
of both the State and 
Centre in their respective 
duties.  

“Our friends want 
BLS reservation includ-
ing the Article 371F of 
the constitution to go. We 
welcome it. It was indeed 
a mill stone hung around 
our neck for preventing 
us from demanding free-
dom from the colonial 
yoke,” contends the SSP 
president in the release.

The party has ex-
tended gratitude to the 
Governor for listening 
to their grievances and 
expressed hope that the 
needful is done in the 
coming days.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 02 J :

A 12-room school 
building at Makha 

Senior Secondary School 
in East Sikkim was inau-
gurated today by Tourism 
Minister Ugen T Gyatso 
Bhutia, who also happens 
to be the area MLA, in the 
presence of NK Pradhan 
[former HRDD Minister] 
and Lhakila Tongden 
Lepcha [chairperson-SDF 
Health Wing], Mohan 
Khatiwara [OSD to the 
CM] and of icials from 
Human Resource Devel-
opment Department led 
by the Joint Director.

During the occa-
sion, employees who 
retired from various 
departments and who 
served at Makha were 
also felicitated. 

The programme also 
included a colourful cul-
tural performances and a 
presentation on the Hari-

yo Makha initiative.
The area MLA and 

special guest NK Prad-
han were also felicitated 
by the school committee 
and social workers of 
the area were presented 
with certi icates of ap-
preciation from the pan-
chayats of Patuk Singbel 

GPU for their contribu-
tions to society.

The Panchayats and 
the public of Pathuk-Sing-
bel GPU extended their 
gratitude to the govern-
ment for providing the 
new building for the school 
which caters to many vil-
lages of East and South dis-

tricts including Lingee and 
Payong villages.

While handing over 
the school building to the 
School Managing Com-
mittee and the school 
staff, the Minister sought 
everyone’s involvement 
in delivering quality edu-
cation to the children.

New building inaugurated at Makha
Senior Secondary School
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Gangtok on 
Saturday, 
03 June

Temp: 25°C /16°C
Forecast: Periods of 
clouds and sun with 
a couple of showers 
and a thunderstorm.
Sunrise: 04:40 AM
Sunset: 06:27 PM

turn to pg5

PRAGATI THAPA

After the CBSE and 
the ISC 2017 results 

were declared earlier 
this week, a sense of 
pride and joy overtook 
the state as all of our can-
didates had performed 
brilliantly. However, 
there are some students 
that deserve special rec-
ognition as their perfor-
mances were indeed ex-
traordinary. 
Interacting with these 
vibrant and bright minds 
was a great opportunity, 
a part of which I would 
like to share with all the 
readers. 
Here are some excerpts 
from an interview 
with DINESH KUMAR 
CHETTRI from Soreng 
Senior Secondary School 
and DECHENLA KAZI 
from Tashi Namgyal 
Academy, both students 
of Humanities. 

So how are you guys 
reacting to the sudden 
fame and recognition?
DINESH- I was honest-
ly not expecting these 
marks, I knew that I had 
given my best and so I 
would’ve been happy 
with anything. The fact 
that my results were a 
cause of happiness to so 
many such as my teach-
ers and my family is what 
truly made me happy. But 
I also believe that marks 
do not de ine a person 

because I know many of 
my friends who didn’t 
score high marks but are 
great at various other 
things and that’s why I 
don’t give much impor-
tance to marks. 
DECHENLA- More than 
the fame, the kind of re-
spect that I am getting is 
amazing. I have earned 
respect not only for my-
self but for my parents 
too and what more can 
a child ask for right? At 
the same time, I am not 
letting this fame get over 
my head and I am trying 
to remain grounded. 

What is the one thing 
you’ve learnt during 
this process of pre-
paring for your exam-
inations? Something 
that you would carry 
with yourself forever.
DINESH- The most im-
portant thing that I’ve 
learnt would be that 
nothing comes free of 
cost, hard work is nec-
essary. I was sincere 
and dedicated towards 
my work. My biggest 
strength was that I didn’t 
pressurize myself and 
worked according to my 
capabilities. An exam-
ple of this is that I never 
set an alarm and simply 
woke up whenever my 
body allowed. 
DECHENLA- What I’ve 
learnt is that it’s not 
about whether you are 

intelligent or not, what 
matters is whether you 
are consistent enough 
and determined to never 
give up. I know studying 
is one of the most dif i-
cult things in life but at 
the same time it’s totally 
worth it. Don’t take your-
self for granted, your 
hard work can do mira-
cles.      

Every student has a 
different reason for 
studying and working 
hard, what was your 
motivating factor?
DECHENLA- I just be-
lieved in myself and I 
knew that if I would put 
in effort like I’d never 
done before, I would be 
rewarded. 
DINESH- My motiva-
tion was a combination 
of many factors, irst of 
all my school has a very 
good reputation in the 
sense that we’ve always 
had a history of pro-
ducing good results. So, 
all my teachers and se-
niors had faith in me. My 
brother was one of my 
biggest sources of mo-
tivation. He studied sci-
ence but still encouraged 
me to follow my heart 
and I knew that I had to 
prove to everyone that 
a student studying Hu-
manities too had a great 
future ahead of them. 

There must be so many 
distractions out there 
and you might have also 
faced certain in luences 
from your peer groups. 
How did you keep your-
self focused under these 
in luences?
DECHENLA- Honest-
ly speaking, I don’t get 
distracted easily and I 
think that is one of my 
strengths. About the in-
luences from my peer 

group, they were always 
a positive in luence as 
they would tell me which 
teachers were good from 
their coaching classes 

etc.
DINESH- My answer to 
this question would be 
that at the end of the day, 
we need to have self con-
trol in order to not be in-
luenced by what others 

are doing. I follow a very 
simple principle which 
can be explained with the 
help of an example. When 
a ship is in the ocean, 
the ship keeps loating 
on its own even with all 
the water surrounding 
it but once even a small 
amount of water gets 
into the ship, it’s almost 
impossible to prevent the 
ship from sinking. I’ve al-
ways imagined myself as 
the ship and have made 
sure that I don’t allow the 
water to get in. 

Did you face any short-
comings while prepar-
ing for these exams? 
Like something you 
wished your school 
should offer, some 
change that would 
bene it all students?
DINESH- I didn’t face any 

shortcomings while pre-
paring for the exams as 
such. My teachers were 
extremely supportive 
and helpful but on the 
whole I think students in 
my school would bene it 
if there were discussions 
regarding various world 
events and debates, etc. 
We do get newspapers 
and have a wonderful li-
brary but a more active 
participation will help all 
of us. 
DECHENLA- While 
studying there was no 
such shortcomings but 
now after looking at the 
prospectus of different 
colleges and understand-
ing the kind of courses 

they offer, I wish TNA 
offered Humanities stu-
dents both economics 
and mathematics. In 
school, we have to choose 
between these two sub-
jects.  Personally if I had 
the choice I wouldn’t 
mind taking both. 

Would you like to say 
anything about the in-
tense competition that 
students today face? Do 
you ind it discourag-
ing or encouraging?
DECHENLA- The compe-
tition is not discouraging 
at all. I always try to use 
the intense competition 
around me positively. 
Just a few days back after 
the CBSE results, I was 
thinking if the all India 
topper can score 99.6% 
so can everyone else, 
because god made us all 
right? I am always trying 
to ind ways to push my-
self harder.
DINESH- I think compe-
tition is necessary but 
the need to compete with 
others is not. I believe 
in competing with the 
person I was yesterday. 
I give my 100% but I am 
not bothered about the 
results, what matters 
most is self satisfaction. 

You are both Human-
ities students and there 
exists a well estab-
lished bias against this 
stream. Was everybody 
supportive of your 
choice? And would you 
want to change the way 
people think about it?
DECHENLA- When I 
irst told my parents that 

I’d like to take up Hu-
manities, they had their 
doubts, and well I can’t 
blame them because they 
were considering my fu-
ture. However, they didn’t 
pressurize me at all. I was 
allowed to make my own 
decisions and was con-
ident about all my sub-

jects. I wouldn’t want to 
change the way anybody 

thinks because at the end 
of the day people will con-
tinue saying many things 
but you just have to shut 
out all those voices and 
listen to yours.
DINESH- Yes, there does 
exist a very strong bias 
against the Arts stream 
and people think that 
only those who score 
low marks should take 
up these subjects. But 
for me, even though I did 
well in my 10th standard 
nobody pushed me into 
choosing science. Every-
body was very support-
ive especially my brother 
who encouraged me to 
follow my heart. Yes, I 
would like to change the 
way people think and 
that’s one of the reasons 
why I chose these sub-
jects. I want to prove to 
people that you can do 
well even if you take Arts.

What would you like 
to say to those peo-
ple who still hold a 
prejudice against 
the Arts stream?
DECHENLA- To all those 
people who think human-
ities is for stupid people, 
I’d like to tell them that 
nobody is born stupid or 
intelligent. Even when 
you take science or com-
merce you are not guar-
anteed a successful life. 
It’s not like people who 
take arts are going to fail 
in life. Just increase your 

hard work and remain 
stubborn enough never 
to give up regardless of 
the stream you take. 
DINESH- I want to tell 
those people that they 
are wasting their lives 
pursuing something they 
aren’t truly interested in. 
They should just follow 
what they love and they 
will be happy.

What would be your ul-
timate goal? It doesn’t 
have to be a career goal 
but something that 
would be your contri-
bution to the world?
DINESH- I want to change 
the education scenario 
as it exists today. Today, 
all parents are running 
after private schools 
because they think gov-
ernment schools aren’t 
good enough. I want to 
reverse the situation and 
increase the standards 
of government schools 
in such a way that par-
ents are running after 
government schools for 
their children. I want to 
see children that have 
received their entire edu-
cation from government 
schools excel.
DECHENLA- My ultimate 
goal is to change some-
body else’s life for the 
better. I want to work for 
the United Nations and 
travel to all the places 
where people need extra 
help and care like Africa. 

TopperTalk

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 02 J : Voda-
fone India inaugurated 
its irst global store in 
Gangtok today through 
the hands of Business 
Head, Kolkata and Ben-
gal Circle, Arvinder Singh 
Sachdev.

The store located at 
New Market in Gangtok 
will offer various custom-
er services with warm 
and customer-friendly 
design to offer clear and 
intuitive navigation.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Mr Sachdev said 
that the old regular store 
was upgraded to the new 
global store to provide 
live and engaging experi-
ence of Vodafone’s wide 
variety of products & 
services.

He added that the 
store aims to provide 
customers with best 
class service experience.

“Consumers have al-
ways been important in 

everything the company 
does. We need to focus 
on our customers and 
provide innovative con-
cepts, products and ser-
vices that enrich the lives 
of the customers,” said 
Mr Sachdev.

The store has been 
especially adapted and 
customized after testing 

and validating a full suite 
of customer insights 
which are relevant to 
customer needs in India, 
he informed.

He also informed 
that Vodafone India has 
plans to expand its net-
work all over the state 
and launch 4G network 
on a larger scale. He 

mentioned that it is an 
important step in line 
with Vodafone’s ‘Retail 
of Tomorrow’ initiative 
to deliver world class 
service experience to its 
customers.

The Vodafone Glob-
al Store has a space of 
around 1200 sq ft includ-
ing two loors.

Vodafone launches irst global store in Gangtok

It’s plum time
REBYNA RANA
G , 02 J :

Peaches and plums, anyone? This is after all the season for these delicious 
fruits that come in different shapes and sizes. Different varieties of peach-

es and plums are now available in Lall Bazaar.  
Selling the season's harvest at Lall Bazaar is Mamta Sharma of Aho near 

Pakyong. On sale at her stall are plums sourced from Bermiok. She earns 
around Rs 1500 a day and has been selling fruits and vegetables at the market 
since 2010. 

Unfortunately, Mamta suffers from a brain related disease and uses what-
ever she earns for her medication. After undergoing a successful surgery in 
2005 she still has to go for regular check-ups and take medication. 

India 
continues 
to record 
high child 
mortality 
rate due to 
diarrhoea’
ADITI KHANNA
L , J  2 (PTI): 
India continues to record 
one of the world’s high-
est rate of child mortali-
ty due to diarrhoea with 
more than 100,000 un-
der- ive deaths reported 
on account of it in 2015, 
a new study has found.

The highest rates 
of under- ive mortality 
due to diarrhoea were in 
sub-Saharan Africa and 
South Asia, with India 
and Nigeria combined 
registering 42 per cent 
of the 499,000 global un-
der- ive deaths due to di-
arrhoea in 2015, accord-
ing to medical journal 
‘Lancet’.

“Diarrheal diseases 
disproportionately affect 
young children,” said lead 
author Dr Ali Mokdad, of 
the Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation 
(IHME) at the University 
of Washington.

“Despite some prom-
ising reductions in mor-
tality, the devastating 
impact of these diseases 
cannot be overlooked.

Immediate and sus-
tained actions must be 
taken to help low- in-
come countries address 
this problem by increas-
ing healthcare access and 
the use of oral rehydra-
tion solutions,” he noted.

Globally, diarrhoea is 
the fourth biggest killer 
of children under the age 
of ive, while India is its 
third biggest victim.

According to the anal-
ysis by US researchers, 
about half of the all un-
der- ive deaths occur in 
only ive countries India, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Dem-
ocratic Republic of the 
Congo and China.

Over 100,000 deaths 
of under- iver-year-old 
children have been re-
ported due to diarrhoea 
in 2015.

The report also found 
that mortality from diar-
rhoeal disease is drop-
ping faster in India com-
pared to globally.

While overall diar-
rhoea deaths in children 
under the age of ive 
dropped by 34.3 per cent 
globally between 2005 
and 2015, in India the 
rate of reduction was at 
43.2 per cent.

The number of un-
der- ive deaths in India 
declined from 3.33 mil-
lion in 1990 to 1.34 mil-
lion in 2013.

The number of un-
der- ive deaths world-
wide has declined from 
12.7 million in 1990 
to 6.3 million in 2013, 
the study based on data 
from the ‘Global Bur-
den of Disease Study 
2015’ found.However, 
diarrhoea is still the 
fourth-biggest killer of 
children globally, with 
almost 500,000 a year 
dying before their ifth 
birthday.

AMMAR ZAIDI
S  P  (R ), J  2 
(PTI): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today presented over 100 
volumes of ‘Urga Kanjur’ to the 
head priest of the Datsan Gun-
zechoinei Buddhist Temple here.

‘Urga Kanjur’ is a sacred Tibet-
an Buddhist text.

“PM presents Urga Kanjur to 

Jampa Donor, Buda Balzheivich 
Badmayev, Head Priest, Datsan 
Gunzechoinei Buddhist Temple, 
St Petersburg,” Of ice of the Prime 
Minister said in a tweet.

Modi also shared some pic-
tures of his visit to the State Her-
mitage Museum in St Petersburg.

Modi, who is on an of icial visit 
here, met President Vladimir Putin 

yesterday.
The Urga edition of the Tibet-

an Kanjur was unknown till 1955 
when Prof Raghu Vira brought to 
India its complete set of 104 vol-
umes with a volume containing the 
catalogue. It was presented to him 
by Mongolian prime minister as a 
unique bibliographic rarity.

Modi presents ‘Urga Kanjur’ to
Buddhist temple in Russia



4 SummitTIMES | 03 June 2017 Opinion

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or initiate a dialogue will 
command immediate attention and receive prominence.  

Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Cleaning Up, the
Singapore Way

And no, we don’t mean cleaning
of the Swachh Bharat kind

Sikkim often invokes Singapore when it speaks of 
its aspirations and plans. The country is taken as 

a role model more for emulating the “litter and spit 
free” environs or to underline the growth made pos-
sible by stable and unchanged government. May be 
Sikkim should also look towards Singapore to inspire 
a cleanliness drive against corruption. Of course, the 
other comparison that Sikkim draws - with Switzer-
land - would also work, because where Singapore is 
the only country from Asia in the top-10 least corrupt 
nations (it ranks 7th), Switzerland igures two rungs 
higher at 5 on the same list. Would not be a bad idea 
for Sikkim to link similarities with these two coun-
tries beyond sharing same irst letter. But let’s stick 
to Singapore for today.

Yes, corruption is a shared problem between In-
dia and Singapore and was also of the same colonial 
carryover kind of the privileged few and the omni-
present government. The latter, however, managed 
to sweep it away after irst accepting that wherever 
there was development underway, the attendant de-
mand of professionals and the importance of proj-
ects, fostered corruption. In a recent conversation 
with some of icials from Singapore, some interesting 
tidbits were collected about how their country com-
bated this dishonest mode of pro iteering. This Sin-
gaporean lesson is worthy of duplication here.

The Singapore government effectively cleaned 
up a corrupt developing society in a very short time 
through three clear strategies, we are told. These, 
broadly, were a “strong-arm theory”, a “strong-men 
theory”, and a “strong-wage theory”. The format has 
obviously worked for Singapore and Sikkim could do 
well to borrow another of its tried system and rep-
licate it here. The strong-arm theory included strict 
laws and ef icient anticorruption agencies. These are 
already in place in Sikkim as they are elsewhere in 
the country, although the actual enforcement is far 
from satisfactory in many cases. The investigations 
are tacky, hence convictions are few and the penalties 
rarely deterrent enough. The strong men theory is in-
terpreted as an unwavering political will from the top 
leadership. No matter what we might believe about 
smart bureaucrats corrupting naive politicians, if the 
public representatives put their foot down and de-
mand transparency and ix accountability, corruption 
will start faltering. The next step beyond those forced 
by groundswells of public opinion need to be taken 
as well. For instance, the requirement to ile property 
returns while iling nomination papers during elec-
tions is welcome, but now, there should have been 
an independent body of auditors to check whether 
what is disclosed is a true re lection of assets. The 
strong wage theory is high wages for the top leader-
ship. This, on the understanding that corruption at 
high levels is far more dif icult to deal with than pet-
ty corruption because the former is better connected 
and more deeply entrenched. Paying them well is an 
incentive to remain clean. For instance, the Singapore 
Prime Minister, even after a pay-cut taken some years 
back, earns more than the U.S. President, the Chan-
cellor of Germany, and the British Prime Minister put 
together! Little reason left for him to be corrupt then. 

Sikkim has already tried out this last trick and has 
among the better paid of icials in the country. Sikkim 
has already tried out one of the other two options as 
well, but when will it ind the political will to get se-
rious about containing the problem? Of course, these 
options don’t work in isolation, they have to come to-
gether. If they do, they can’t possibly fail. Will Sikkim 
be interested?

Of late, there has been another option that des-
perate people have resorted to; the options which 
have given us Kejriwal in Delhi, and also, even though 
they hail from completely different ideologies, Modi 
in India to a large extent, Trump in the US and Dute-
rte in the Philippines. It is now universally accepted 
that the interplay of corruption and inequality feeds 
populism, a populism of a very dangerous kind. 
When traditional politicians fail to tackle corruption, 
people will grow cynical and seek out options from 
the opposite end of the spectrum. People around the 
world, especially in ill-informed or desperately un-
equal societies, have been turning to wildly populist 
and alt-Right leaders who promise to break the cycle 
of corruption and privilege, win them pride and se-
cure them their place in world. Unfortunately, they 
almost never deliver. What they end up doing is exac-
erbating the already vexed situations. 

BILL HARE
theconversation.com

In the short term, the United States’ 
withdrawal from the Paris Agree-

ment will certainly have ripple effects 
globally. But rather than fatally un-
dermine the Paris Agreement, it will 
likely cause other countries to reaf-
irm their irm commitment to the 

full implementation of the climate 
deal.

We are already seeing this effect 
in the forthcoming accord between 
the EU and China on climate and en-
ergy, focused on increasing ambition 
in the Paris Agreement.

In the White House Rose Garden, 
US President Donald Trump said he 
wanted to start to renegotiate to see 
“if there’s a better deal”.

“If we can, great. If we can’t, that’s 
ine,” he added.

LESSONS NOT LEARNT FROM 
THE KYOTO PROTOCOL

Given the location of today’s an-
nouncement, some might be tempted 
to draw an analogy with the Kyoto 
Protocol, which President George 
W. Bush famously repudiated in the 
White House Rose Garden, following 
pressure from fossil-fuel interests, 
notably Exxon.

The lessons from this analogy do 
not latter the United States. Although 
the Kyoto Protocol did not meet its 
full potential as a consequence of US 
non-participation, countries that en-
gaged actively in its implementation 
not only succeeded in achieving the 
emission-reduction targets they set 
for themselves, but are much better 
positioned now to take advantage of 
the necessary transition to a low-car-
bon future.

As a result of the Kyoto engage-
ment, the European Union’s legis-
lative climate policy framework is 
now the most comprehensive and 
far-reaching in the world. The EU 
now has all the tools needed to deliv-
er the greater ambition that will be 
needed.

Learning from the Kyoto expe-
rience, China, Korea, Mexico, Chile 
and other developing countries are 
now putting in place emissions-trad-
ing systems that will generate the 
cost-effective emission reductions of 
the future.

By choosing the Rose Garden 
for this second announcement, the 
Trump White House is only under-
scoring that the lessons from past 
mistakes may not have not been 
learnt.

THE US COULD BE LEFT BEHIND
The world of 2017 is a very different 
place from what it was in 2001. Back 
in 1997, when the Kyoto Protocol was 
adopted, the US accounted for 19% of 
global Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emis-
sions and 20% of the world economy 
(measured in GDP MER) whereas Chi-
na accounted for only 12% and 7% 
respectively. By 2015, when the Paris 
Agreement was adopted, China had 
grown to become the largest emit-
ter (23%) and the largest economy 
(17%), with the USA accounting for a 
proportionately lower share of global 
emissions (13%), and a smaller share 
of the world economy (16%).

India, a rising power of the 21st 
century, had nearly doubled its rel-
ative economic weight over this pe-
riod (from 4% to 7% of the world 
economy). Both China and India are 
now seizing the future, working to 
bend their emissions pathways while 
growing their economies and creat-
ing thousands of green jobs through 

massive investments in renewable 
energy and plans to move towards 
electric vehicles by the end of the 
next decade.

Leadership and economic growth 
is now inding a new center of gravity 
– one in which the US risks being left 
further and further behind.

The scienti ic understanding of 
climate change and its effects on 
natural systems, human societies 
and economies has also progressed 
immensely since 1997 and engaged 
much larger communities including 
regions, cities and businesses.

Climate change is emerging as a 
geopolitical issue alongside more tra-
ditional geopolitical concerns and, de-
pending on how a country deals with 
its role and the problem, its geopolit-
ical standing is affected. China has be-
gun to move into the space, tentatively, 
but nevertheless with effect.

In other words, the US is less im-
portant and less fundamental than 
it used to be in the sphere of climate 
policy action.

However, in some places, it may 
empower climate-change delialists 
to call for a slowdown on action, or 
even to support the deployment of 
so-called “clean coal”.

But, such risks appear limited at 
this stage. Russia, for example, has 
yet to ratify the Paris Agreement, but 
has recently signalled that it will con-
tinue to support the implementation 
of the Agreement.

Public opinion in many parts of the 
world may also be invigorated in fa-
vour of strong climate action, as a pos-
itive effect of the much-elevated at-
tention for climate change as a global 
problem in the press and social media.

EMPLOYMENT IN THE RE-
NEWABLE ENERGY IN-
DUSTRY IS GROWING

US emissions have been declining 
since 2015. Trump’s Executive Or-
der aimed at rescinding US domes-
tic measures will result in latlining 
emissions at around present levels 
for the next 5 to 10 years.

Because of the decline in renew-
able energy and battery-storage pric-
es, natural gas displacing coal, as well 
as ongoing actions in states such as 
California implementing the Obama-
era Clean Power Plan, methane con-
trols and motor vehicle standards, 
it seems unlikely that US emissions 
would increase again before 2030.

It is also clear that Trump’s prom-
ises to the coal-industry workforce 
cannot be met. Coal use and mining 
is projected to continue declining be-
cause of changes in the energy mar-
kets, including lower natural-gas pric-
es and overwhelming competition on 
price from renewables and storage.

On the other hand, employment 
in the renewable-energy industry is 
growing rapidly in the United States 
(and around the world), and far ex-

ceeds that in coal mining.
The latest review by the Inter-

national Renewable Energy Agency 
(IRENA) shows rapid growth of em-
ployment in the US renewable energy 
sector, now employing approximately 
800,000 people.

The increase in employment in 
solar energy alone over the past 
three years is more than twice the to-
tal number of jobs in the coal mining 
industry in the United States (which 
are declining). This remarkable de-
velopment contains a lesson and a 
guide for the future: maintaining the 
growth of job opportunities requires 
a continued rollout and expansion 
of renewable energy. If this does not 
happen, job opportunities will be lost.

A GOAL MORE DIFFICULT TO 
MEET BUT MORE UNITY

President Trump’s withdrawal from 
the Paris Agreement, combined with 
the repeal of domestic actions re-
sulting in halting the decline in US 
emissions, will likely make it more 
dif icult and costly overall to meet the 
Paris Agreement temperature goal of 
holding warming well below 2°C, and 
limiting it to 1.5°C.

If sustained, the additional US 
emissions, above the levels that 
would have occurred with the full 
implementation of the Obama-era 
package of climate policies, could add 
an additional warming of about to 0.1 
to 0.2°C by 2100. This will need to be 
compensated by larger and faster re-
ductions by others than would other-
wise be necessary.

In the longer term, the Paris 
Agreement temperature goals are 
likely not be able to be met unless the 
US rejoins global efforts within the 
next ive to ten;years, so that globally 
aggregated CO₂ emissions can be re-
duced to zero by around mid-century.

Working against the fossil fuel–
driven Trump agenda are profound 
market developments in renewable 
energy and battery storage, affecting 
demand for coal- ired power along 
with the oil demand depressing ef-
fects of the ramping up of electric ve-
hicle production.

The effects of rapidly reducing 
prices of renewable energy technolo-
gy and battery storage are far-reach-
ing and some argue, may be unstop-
pable. Recent industry assessments 
show that the levelized cost of elec-
tricity from many renewable technol-
ogies is now lower than gas or coal 
in the USA. Last week in Arizona, for 
example, solar and battery storage 
beat gas power on price for peaking 
electricity, possibly for the irst time 
anywhere. More broadly, the ongoing 
cancellation of planned coal-power 
plants in India, China, Japan, South 
Korea, Taiwan and other places is in-
dicative of the market transformation 
that is beginning.

This dynamic of reducing renew-

able energy and storage technology 
prices driving displacement of fos-
sil-fuel power sources will play a very 
large role in determining the ultimate 
positive or negative fallout of US with-
drawal from the Paris Agreement and 
the negociations that Trump seems to 
want to impose.

In reaction to the uncertainty 
about US intentions, the EU and China 
are coming closer together on climate 
and energy, united around the imple-
mentation of the Paris Agreement.

Many more countries are also be-
ginning to realise the great risks and 
costs that climate change will bring 
unless global warming is limited. In 
Marrakech, over forty- ive countries 
belonging to the Climate Vulnerable 
Forum committed to 100% renew-
able energy goals and are beginning 
to work on how to achieve this.

RISKS AND NEGOTIATIONS AHEAD
Nevertheless, there will be countries, 
political parties, and fossil-fuel inter-
ests that will attempt to use US with-
drawal to advance a climate-denialist 
agenda, or at the least seek ways to 
defend the market dominance of fos-
sil-fuel industries.

It can be expected that a US 
withdrawal may lead a number of 
countries to lag in ramping up their 
climate pledges (NDCs or Nationally 
Determined Contributions) under 
the Paris Agreement or go slow on 
implementing policies.

Another risk that will be exacer-
bated by the US withdrawal relates to 
the large global pipeline of coal-plant 
proposals, which – if built and oper-
ated – would curtail any chance of 
holding warming well below 2°C and 
limiting to 1.5°C.

Coal is projected to grow rapidly 
in India, Southeast Asia, Turkey, parts 
of the Middle East and Africa. It will 
take concerted diplomatic leader-
ship, as well as courageous domestic 
action to ensure that this does not 
come about. Such a task would be dif-
icult even with the US in the Agree-

ment, but a US withdrawal has made 
it a little harder.

One of the questions now is to 
know if the US president can ind a 
way to engage any new negotiations.

The longer the US remains idle 
the harder it will be for all of us. So 
what are the prospects of the US re-
joining the agreement?

Looking beyond the next 3 to 4 
years, rising levels of public concern 
and anxiety over climate change, 
the accelerating employment from 
the renewable-energy industry give 
grounds for optimism.

If Trump doesn’t come back to the 
Agreement, we will have to wait 2020 
to see what happens. A new president 
coud seek to reenter the climate deal 
quickly to catch up with the market 
leaders, likely China, the EU and In-
dia, and to recover its political, tech-
nological and economic leadership 
that will be squandered by the with-
drawal from the Paris Agreement.

With this outlook in mind and 
with California taking a strong lead, 
many states, municipalities, compa-
nies and civic society are expected to 
move ahead with climate action over 
the next few years, and if successful 
the US may well be in a position to 
catch up quickly once the Trump pe-
riod passes.

[the writer is Director, Climate 
Analytics, Berlin; Adjunct Professor, 

Murdoch University, Perth; Vis-
iting scientist, Potsdam Institute 

for Climate Impact Research]

Will the Paris Agreement still be able
to deliver after the US withdrawal?

N  D , J  2 (PTI): The Elec-
tion Commission tonight said its 
much-hyped EVM challenge is “on” 
as scheduled tomorrow after the Ut-
tarakhand High Court rejected a plea 
questioning the constitutionality of 
the move.

“The EVM challenge is on as 
scheduled. The NCP and the CPI-M 
have nominated three persons each 
for the challenge,” a Commission 
spokesperson said.

He said the two parties will get 
separate halls to try and tamper with 
the machines. The challenge will take 
place between 10 am and 2 pm.

The challenge was organised after 
several major opposition parties had 

claimed that the faith of people in the 
machines has eroded.

The BSP and the AAP had alleged 
that the machines used in the recent 
assembly elections were tampered 
with and favoured the BJP. Later, sev-
eral other parties had joined the cho-
rus and wanted the EC to revert to 
paper ballots.

The Commission has pulled 
out from its strong rooms in Uttar 
Pradesh, Punjab and Uttarakhand 14 
electronic voting machines used in 
the recent assembly polls there for 
the challenge.

The NCP and the CPI-M were the 
only parties which had applied to par-
ticipate in the challenge. The poll panel 

had invited the seven national and 49 
state parties recognised by it for the 
challenge. It had left out smaller parties 
and Independents who had contest-
ed the recent polls from participating. 
Even foreign experts are barred.

Since the two parties had not giv-
en their preference for the EVMs they 
would like to tamper with during 
the challenge, the Commission has 
brought to Delhi 14 machines -- from 
Ghaziabad and Gautam Buddha Nagar 
in UP, Patiala and Bhatinda from Pun-
jab and Dehradun from Uttarakhand.

While each participating party 
can use a maximum of four EVMs for 
the challenge, sources in the commis-
sion said extra machines were also 

kept as back up keeping in mind any 
eventuality.

The challengers will get four 
hours each to tamper with the ma-
chines. The challenge will begin at 10 
am and end at 2 pm.

Members of a technical commit-
tee which helps the EC evaluate the 
EVMs would judge the proceedings.

Announcing the contours of the 
‘EVM challenge’, the EC had said it 
has been divided into two parts. First, 
the parties will have to prove that the 
EVMs used in the assembly elections 
in the ive states were tampered with 
to favour a particular candidate or 
political party by altering the results 
stored in them.

EVM challenge on as scheduled tomorrow: EC
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G , J  1 (PTI): The 
117-year-old historic Cot-
ton College in Guwahati today 
merged with Cotton College 
State University to form Cotton 
University.

Assam Education Minister Dr 
Himanta Biswa Sarma unveiled 
the new identity of the institute 
during a renaming ceremony.

Though the renaming ceremo-
ny was held amid protests by Cot-
tonians, the Cotton College Teach-
ers Association (CCTA) welcomed 
the decision and announcement of 
the state government to upgrade 
Cotton College to a university with 
effect from today.

Sarma at the ceremony said 
he wanted the new university 
to be not only a centre of excel-
lence of the North East region 
but a front ranking university of 
South East Asia.

The Cotton College had ob-
served its last foundation day on 
May 27.

It marked the end of the 
journey in the north eastern 
region of India that began 117 
years ago in 1901.

The Assam government had 
proclaimed Cotton College, the 
premier college of Assam and 
eastern India, as a full- ledged 
university under the name Cot-
ton University in January 2017 
by an Act and merged Cotton 
College and Cotton College State 
University together.

The year 2011 saw the dec-
laration of the historic Act of the 

Government of Assam whereby 
the institution was upgraded to 
Cotton College State University 
(CCSU) with Cotton College as 
its sole constituent college.

Cotton College was also de-
clared as a Special Heritage Col-
lege in 2015.

The journey of higher ed-
ucation in the north eastern 
region had begun in 1901 with 
prominent public igure of the 
state Manick Chandra Barooah 
strongly advocating for setting 
up of a college in Guwahati with 
suitable boarding facilities.

Students of the province had 
to go to Kolkata (Calcutta) for 
higher studies then.

According to historical re-
cords, Manick Chandra in his 
letter (1899) to the British gov-
ernment had stated that Assam 
was the only province without a 
college and it would be cheaper 
for people of Upper Assam to 
stay at Guwahati than in Calcut-
ta (Kolkata).

On November 3, 1899 in Gu-
wahati, the then Assam province 
Chief Commissioner Sir Henry 
Cotton made the announcement 
to establish a college in Assam, 
the records state.

In a meeting, the public here 
had decided to name the new-
ly established college after the 
then Chief Commissioner Sir 

Henry John Stedman Cotton.
He had formally declared 

Cotton College open under 
Calcutta University at a public 
meeting here on May 27, 1901.

Prof Fredrick William Sud-
mersen then arrived at Guwaha-
ti on that day to take charge as 
the irst principal of the college.

After establishment of 
Gauhahi University in 1948 as 
the irst university of the prov-
ince, the af iliation of Cotton 
College was transferred from 
Calcutta University to Gauhati 
University in the same year.

All departments of Cotton 
College were offering post radu-
ate courses since 1994.

Assam’s Cotton College becomes Cotton University

SUMMIT REPORT
D , 02 J :  

Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha president Bimal 

Gurung has asked hote-
liers and transporters 
to remain prepared to 
evacuate tourists notice 
as short as half an hour. 
He said this today while 
threatening to launch 
an agitation against the 
“forceful imposition of 
Bengali language” from 
04 June onwards.

His diktat comes on the 

heels of the Darjeeling po-
lice initiating suo moto cas-
es against key GJM leaders, 
including Bimal Gurung, 
along with representatives 
of education institutions 
and organizations for the 
two-day closure  of schools 
and colleges here in sup-
port of the GJM protest.

Mr Gurung has mean-
while already announced 
an agitation programme 
against the alleged im-
position of Bengali lan-
guage on schools and col-

leges. The agitation in-
cludes closure of educa-
tion institutes on 01 and 
02 June; regular protest 
marches displaying black 
badges and arm-bands 
from 04 to 08 June from 
Ghoom to the District 
Collectorate, Darjeeling.

Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee is scheduled to 
visit the Hills from 05 June.

“We will carry on 
with our protest pro-
gramme. If any of our 
school representatives, 

members of the civil so-
ciety or intellectuals are 
arrested by the police 
or our rally is stopped, 
the Hills will burn. It will 
spread like wild ire. Ho-
teliers and transporters 
should be ready to evacu-
ate tourists at a notice of 
half an hour,” threatened 
Mr Gurung hinting at an 
inde inite bandh call.

Mr Gurung believes 
that Mamata Banerjee is 
trying to create unrest in 
the Hills. 

“She will be to blame 
for any untoward situa-
tions in the Hills and not 
me. I will choose the jun-
gle over the jail. I tried to 
do everything democrati-
cally but there is too much 
suppression by the Bengal 
Government,” he said.

A GJM team will be 
visiting Delhi soon to 
meet BJP leaders and 
Ministers. Another team 
will be visiting Kolkata to 
meet BJP state president 
Dilip Ghosh.

GJM forewarns hoteliers to be ready to evacuate
tourists within half an hour if required

SANDEEP PRASAD
G , 02 J :

The new Dzire sedan 
was launched here 

at Entel Motors, simulta-
neously with its national 
unveiling by Maruti Su-
zuki today and is all set 
to impress the Indian 
market with its re ined 
design and a whole new 
world of technologies.

The launch at En-
tel Motors had Gyatso 

T Bhutia of Ranka as 
chief guest, Managing 
Director-Entel, Guru T 
Ladakhi, Rashmi Jhulka 
of Entel Motors, Sales 
Head Devasish Sarkar, 
and managers of various 
inance companies.

With the inclusion of 
auto gear shift technolo-
gy, the new Dzire comes 
in diesel and petrol vari-
ants and claims to be a 
superior fuel ef icient 

car. In its newest form, 
the Dzire promises to de-
light its riders with supe-
rior ride handling. 

It was also informed 
today that Entel Motors 
will be providing a spe-
cial exchange offer for 
its regular customers. 
In addition to that, i-
nancial assistance from 
any inance companies 
is also accepted at Entel 
Motors. 

A new Dzire arrives for
Sikkim roads

On the second day 
of his Russia visit, Modi 
visited Institute of Ori-
ental Manuscripts. He 
also left a message in 
Gujarati language at the 
institute, said a tweet by 
the Indian Embassy in 
Moscow.

The institute has 
manuscripts and early 
printed books consisting 
of more than 100 thou-
sand items in 65 living 
and dead languages.

It also has the ar-
chives of the Oriental-
ists that contains some 

valuable documents on 
the history of the Ori-
ental Studies in Russia. 
It has manuscripts and 
xylographs.

He also met Tigran 
Sargasyan, Chairman of 
the Eurasian Economic 
Commission and for-
mer Prime Minister of 
Armenia.

India and Russia 
yesterday agreed on 
early commencement of 
negotiations for a free 
trade agreement with 
the five- nation Eur-
asian Economic Union 
(EAEU).

Modi presents ‘Urga...
contd from pg03

LALIT K JHA
W , J  2 (PTI): Presi-
dent Donald Trump today declared 
that the US will withdraw from the 
2015 Paris climate accord, saying 
the “draconian” deal unfairly pun-
ished America but bene ited coun-
tries like India and China, drawing 
strong condemnation from across 
the world.

“I was elected to represent the 
citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris,” 
Trump said, immediately trigger-
ing global condemnation on the 
move by the world’s second-big-
gest emitter of greenhouse gasses.

“We’re getting out,” he said. 
“And we will start to renegotiate 
and we’ll see if there’s a better 
deal. If we can, great. If we can’t, 
that’s ine.”

The Paris agreement com-
mits the US and other countries 
to keeping rising global tempera-
tures “well below” 2C above pre- 
industrial levels and “endeavour 
to limit” them even more, to 1.5C. 
Only Syria and Nicaragua did not 
sign up to the deal.

He said India would get billions 
of dollars for meeting its commit-
ment under the Paris agreement 
and it - along with China - would 
double its coal- ired power plants 
in the years to come, gaining a i-
nancial advantage over the US.

He then citied the example 

of China and said that under the 
agreement, the Communist giant 
will be able to increase these emis-
sions by a staggering number of 
years - 13.

Trump’s decision drew wide-
spread condemnation from entre-
preneurs, politicians, world lead-
ers and environmentalist for aban-
doning the single most important 
international effort to curb global 
warming.

The Paris Climate Agreement 
is a historic treaty signed by over 
190 nations and cannot be rene-
gotiated on the request of a sin-
gle nation, the United Nations’s 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change has said.

The UNFCCC, under which the 
landmark Paris agreement was ne-
gotiated and adopted, said it “re-
grets” the announcement by Pres-
ident Trump that his government 
will withdraw from the agreement.

The leaders of France, Italy and 
Germany indicated in a joint state-
ment that the US could not unilat-
erally renegotiate the agreement.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said Trump had made a 
historic error by abandoning the 
Paris agreement.

Trump has “committed an er-
ror for the interests of his country 
and a mistake for the future of our 
planet,” Macron said, adding: “The 

United States has turned its back 
on the world.”

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel today vowed “more deci-
sive action than ever” to protect 
the climate after the US pullout 
from the landmark Paris accord.

“We in Germany, in Europe 
and the world will band together 
to take more decisive action than 
ever to confront and successfully 
surmount major challenges to hu-
manity such as climate change,” 
she told reporters.

Former US President Barack 
Obama and other political leaders 
today slammed Trump’s decision 
to withdraw the US from the histor-
ic deal, saying he has squandered 
America’s global leadership and 
put the country with “a small hand-
ful of nations that reject the future.”

“The nations that remain in 
the Paris agreement will be the 
nations that reap the bene its in 
jobs and industries created. I be-
lieve the United States of America 
should be at the front of the pack,” 
Obama said in a statement.

Tesla founder Elon Musk said 
he would quit White House advi-
sory councils on business in pro-
test. “(I) am departing presiden-
tial councils. Climate change is 
real. Leaving Paris is not good for 
America or the world,” Musk wrote 
on Twitter.

US quits Paris climate deal
cribbing about bene its only for
countries like India and China
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118 held
for communal 
clashes in 
Bhopal
B , J  2 (PTI): 
The police have arrested 
118 people in connection 
with the May 30 commu-
nal clashes in Old City 
area here.

“We have arrested 
118 people since May 
31. More arrests in con-
nection with the violence 
will be made,” Superin-
tendent of Police (Bhopal 
North) Arvind Saxena 
told PTI today.

“Those who fomented 
trouble and added fuel to 
the ire via social media 
will be arrested. We want 
to send a strong message 
to the troublemakers 
that communal violence 
won’t be tolerated at any 
cost,” he said, adding a 
special cell is investigat-
ing the matter.

Members of two com-
munities had clashed and 
pelted stones at each oth-
er in Old City area here 
on May 30, leaving some 
persons, including po-
licemen, injured.

Tension had gripped 
the area after the “rem-
nants of a structure” re-
portedly surfaced during 
the construction of a 
building two days ago, 
with people of both com-
munities claiming that 
the structure was linked 
to their faiths.

Around a dozen vehi-
cles were torched in the 
clashes.
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N  D , J  2 (PTI): Indian 
cricket’s “superstar culture”, unad-
dressed con lict of interest issues 
and BCCI’s “insensitive” handling 
of coach Anil Kumble- noted his-
torian Ramachandra Guha has 
opened a pandora’s box in his res-
ignation letter to the Committee of 
Administrators.

Guha spared no one and ques-
tioned skipper Virat Kohli’s role in 
selection of coach, besides alleging 
con lict of interest on part of Sunil 
Gavaskar, Sourav Ganguly, and Ra-
hul Dravid.

The letter also questioned the 
move to give former skipper Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni a Grade A Cen-
tral Contract despite not playing 
all three formats.

In a seven-page letter, Guha 
has expressed his disgust to Rai 
for the “extremely insensitive and 
unprofessional manner” that the 
speculated Kohli-Kumble fallout 
was handled by BCCI CEO (Rahul 
Johri) and the BCCI of ice-bearers 
(Amitabh Chaudhary).

He accused the COA of “silence 
and inaction”, claiming that the 
panel was “unfortunately being 
complicit in this regard.”

In his parting shot, he recom-
mended Javagal Srinath’s name as his 
replacement as a former cricketer in 
the Committee of Administrators.

While Guha, in his submission 
to Supreme Court cited personal 
reasons for quitting COA, his letter 

asks a lot of uncomfortable ques-
tions to the powers that be of Indi-
an cricket.

Guha has directly questioned 
Kohli’s “veto power” on decid-
ing matters like appointment of a 
coach and even the commentators’ 
panel. It also makes it clear that 
Kumble-Kohli rift is a reality.

He writes: “If indeed the cap-
tain and the Head Coach were not 
getting along, why was not this 
attended to as soon as the Austra-
lia series was over in late March? 
Why was it left until the last min-
utes, when a major international 
tournament was imminent, and 
when the uncertainty would un-
dermine the morale and ability to 

focus of the coach, the captain and 
the team.”

“And surely giving senior play-
ers the impression that they may 
have a veto power over the coach 
is another example of superstar 
culture gone berserk? Such a veto 
power is not permitted to any oth-
er top level professional team in 
any other sport in any other coun-
try,” he categorically states.

In a veiled dig at Kohli, Guha 
writes that on Friday, players are 
interfering in matters pertaining 
to appointment of coaches and 
commentators (Harsha Bhogle 
was removed for on-air criticism 
of Virat Kohli), tomorrow it may 
well be that they would like to 

have a say on of ice-bearers.
“Already, in a dismaying de-

parture from international norms, 
current Indian players enjoy a veto 
power on who can be the members 
of the commentary team. If it is to 
be coaches next, then perhaps the 
selectors and even of ice-bearers 
will follow?”

Guha lambasted the superstar 
culture prevalent in the Indian 
cricketing set-up that has allowed 
Dhoni to retain a ‘Grade A’ con-
tract when he has given up on Test 
cricket in 2014.

“Unfortunately, this superstar 
syndrome has also distorted the 
system of Indian team contracts. 
As you will recall, I had pointed out 
that awarding M S Dhoni an ‘A’ con-
tract when he had explicitly ruled 
himself out from all Test matches 
was indefensible on cricketing 
grounds, and sends absolutely the 
wrong message,” he wrote.

He was also severe on the likes 
of Rahul Dravid for having dual 
contracts with both the BCCI and 
IPL franchises.

“No person under contract with 
an India team, or with the NCA, 
should be allowed to moonlight for 
an IPL team too,” he writes.

Taking an indirect dig at Drav-
id (India A coach), and R Sridhar 
( ielding coach), the former COA 
member questioned BCCI for al-
lowing them to have IPL contracts 
with Delhi Daredevils (Dravid) and 

Kings XI Punjab (Sridhar).
An excerpt of the letter states: 

“The question of con lict of inter-
est, which had laid unaddressed 
ever since the Committee began 
its work, and which I have been 
repeatedly lagging since I joined.

“For instance, the BCCI has ac-
corded preferential treatment to 
some national coaches, by giving 
them ten month contracts for na-
tional duty, thus allowing them to 
work as IPL coaches/mentors for 
the remaining two months.”

“This was done in an ad-hoc 
and arbitrary manner; the more 
famous the former player-turned-
coach, the more likely was the 
BCCI to allow him to draft his own 
contract that left loopholes that he 
exploited to dodge the con lict of 
interest issue,” Guha wrote with 
ingers clearly pointed at Dravid, 

someone whose reputation till 
date has been unquestionable.

Apart from taking on Kohli 
and Dravid, Guha also had strong 
reservations about Sunil Gavak-
sar’s business interests in Profes-
sional Management Group (PMG) 
and his irm managing a current 
player -- Shikhar Dhawan. He, in 
fact, told Rai how he had apprised 
them of PMG signing up Dhawan’s 
endorsements.

“Sunil Gavaskar is head of a 
company which represents Indian 
cricketers while commenting on 
those cricketers as part of the BCCI 

TV commentary panel. This is a 
clear con lict of interest. Either he 
must step down/withdraw himself 
from PMG completely or stop be-
ing a commentator for BCCI.”

After Gavaskar, Guha then 
trained his gun on another former 
captain Sourav Ganguly, who is a 
TV pundit apart from being cur-
rent president of the Cricket Asso-
ciation of Bengal.

“Con lict of interest is rampant 
in the State Associations as well. 
One famous former cricketer is 
contracted by media houses to 
comment on active players while 
serving as President of his State 
Association (read Ganguly).”

Guha urged Rai and his col-
leagues to take some “bold deci-
sions” on which the credibility of 
the committee rests.

“COA’s credibility and effective-
ness hinges on our being able to 
take bold and correct decisions on 
such matters. The ‘superstar’ cul-
ture that af licts the BCCI means 
that the more famous the play-
er (former or present) the more 
leeway he is allowed in violating 
norms and procedures.

“Dhoni was captain of the In-
dian team while holding a stake in 
a irm that represented some cur-
rent India players.

(Referring to Rhiti Sports that 
had Suresh Raina, Karn Sharma, RP 

Singh in its rolls). This must stop 
and only we can stop it,” he writes.

Guha Resignation: Questions Kohli, Dhoni, Ganguly, Gavaskar

W , J  2 
(PTI): Ananya Vinay, 
a 12-year-old Indi-
an-American girl, today 
won the prestigious 
Scripps National Spelling 
Bee, taking home USD 
40,000 cash prize after 
correctly spelling “maro-
cain” to become the 13th 
consecutive winner from 
the community.

A sixth-grader from 
Fresno, California, Anan-
ya won the spelling com-
petition after numerous 
rounds against Rohan 
Rajeev, another Indi-
an-American student, 
underscoring the over-
whelming dominance of 
Indian-Americans in the 
competition.

Ananya and Rajeev 
were the last two stand-
ing of the initial 291 
spellers.

Ananya captured the 
90th championship ti-
tle by correctly spelling 
“marocain”, which is a 

dress fabric made from 
silk or rayon, during the 
36th round of the annual 
competition held at the 
Gaylord National Resort 
and Convention Center in 
suburban Washington.

“It’s like a dream 
come true, I’m so happy 
right now. I just focused 
on my word and tried to 
spell it right,” said Anan-
ya upon receiving the 
winner’s trophy.

In a post-victory in-

terview, Ananya told re-
porters she was able to 
recognise one of the i-
nal words as it had been 
mentioned in her social 
studies book.

“You can ind words 
in interesting places,” she 
was quoted as saying by 
the ‘USA Today’.

Ananya is the 13th 
consecutive Indi-
an-American winner of 
the competition and the 
18th of the past 22 win-

ners with Indian heri-
tage, a run that began in 
1999 with Nupur Lala’s 
victory, which was fea-
tured in the documenta-
ry “Spellbound.”

Ananya honed her 
skill in highly compet-
itive national bees that 
are limited to Indi-
an-Americans, the North 
South Foundation and 
the South Asian Spelling 
Bee, although she did not 
win either.

Ananya’s victory 
broke the Bee’s three-
year streak of ending 
in a tie. She wins USD 
40,000 in cash, a trophy 
and other prizes, the re-
port said.

Asked about her com-
petitor, Rohan, Ananya 
said, “It was interesting 
to go back and forth for 
so many rounds”.

The annual contest 
opened on Tuesday with 
a record 291 spellers 
from across the country 
and the globe. The ield 
was narrowed to 40 inal-
ists on Wednesday, based 
upon two oral rounds of 
spelling and the results 
of a written spelling and 
vocabulary test.

By yesterday after-
noon, just 15 spellers 
were still standing and 
went on to compete for 
the championship whose 
inal rounds were broad-

cast live.
The National Bee is a 

high-pro ile, high-pres-
sure endurance test as 
much as a nerd spelling 
match and spellers spend 
months preparing for it.

The stress of com-
peting against the dictio-
nary was etched on many 
spellers’ faces as they 
took their turn at the mi-
crophone and in front of 
the television cameras.

“I’m pretty nervous,” 
Nikhil Lahiri, 14, of Paint-
ed Post, NY, confessed 
from the stage, just sec-
onds before correctly 
spelling “outarde”, which 
is a Canadian goose.

This year’s 291 spell-
ers represented all 50 
states and the District 
of Columbia, as well as 
American Samoa, Guam, 
Puerto Rico, the US Vir-
gin Islands and the De-
partment of Defense 
Schools in Europe. 11 
came from the Bahamas, 
Canada, Ghana, Jamaica, 
Japan and South Korea. 

Indian-American girl wins National 
Spelling Bee title in USA

KISHOR DWIVEDI
N  D , J  2 (PTI): 
Conquering disability, 
29-year-old Eric Paul 
has made it to the pages 
of the Limca Book of Re-
cords after driving from 
Leh to Kanyakumari in 
record time.

Eric, who is para-
lysed from chest below, 
covered a total distance 
of 3,917 km in the re-
cord 159 hours and 59 
minutes in a customised 
hatchback with hand 
controls.

“It feels really good 
but I think I have just 
crossed a milestone and 
there is a long way to go,” 
said Eric, who has been 
con ined to a wheelchair 
since February 2012 fol-
lowing a road accident.

“There were many 
challenges on my way 
like no toilets, restrooms, 
shelters or any public 
place which is wheel-
chair- friendly. Neither 
are people aware about 
offering help.

Instead they look 
at me with pity, which 
makes a special person 
uncomfortable.

“Other challenges 
were instant changing 
weather conditions, no 
mobile network, petrol 
pumps at long distances 
in hilly areas, poor con-
dition of roads, and land-
slides.

Language barrier 
while getting food and 
shelter was also a task,” 
he told PTI.

However, he is happy 
to have overcome all the 

challenges in the journey, 
including the world’s 
highest motorable road 
passes in Leh.

Employed with the 
Taj group of hotels here, 
Eric said it was import-
ant to “believe in yourself 
and never give up,” if one 
was to take challenges 
head-on.

A passionate driv-
er, Eric had last winter 
completed the ‘Golden 
Quadrilateral’ road task 
of the Limca Books to set 
a record.

He had driven 6,000 
km -- from Delhi to Mum-
bai and then Bengaluru 
and Chennai to Kolkata 
-- in less than seven days 
to enter the Limca Book 
of Records.

The Leh to Kanyaku-
mari drive, published in 
the Limca Book recently, 
is his second record.

A keen follower of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s ‘Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan’, Eric has cam-
paigned for cleanliness 
during his two expedi-
tions across the country.

Now he is gearing up 
for another record-set-
ting road trip, while also 
working towards raising 
awareness about issues 
of disabled people.

“I want to see a new 
India which is accessi-
ble for people like me or 
with any other disability. 
It is only possible when 
the whole society comes 
together and works in 
this area. I’ll try my best 
to contribute towards 
this,” he said.

Paraplegic drives from
Leh to Kanyakumari

in record time ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 02 J :

A 12-member team 
from Sikkim will be 

participating in the up-
coming Pickleball Na-
tional Championship 
scheduled to be held in 
Uttarakhand from 09 to 
11 June. The team will 
be leaving for the tourna-
ment on 05 June.

A special programme 

was organised here at 
the Baha’i School today 
to see off the Sikkim 
squad. Area MLA, Tim-
othy William Basnett, 
GMC Chairperson, Asish 
Rai, Tshewang Bhutia 
from Sports Department 
and others.

The team includes 
both junior and senior 
members and will be led 
by Sangay T Lepcha.

It may be mentioned 
here that Sikkim is the 
only team from the entire 
Northeast to take part in 
the National Pickleball 
Championship.

Pickleball is a new 
sport and has recent-
ly been introduced to 
Sikkim.

During today’s event, 
a friendly demonstration 
match was also played.

Sikkim’s pickleball squad to
leave for national c’ship

K , J  2 (PTI): Fake doctors 
have spread to different corners of 
West Bengal and a number of them are 
attached to renowned private medical 
establishments, state CID said today.

“It’s like opening a can of worms. 
Our investigation revealed that these 
fake doctors are spread all over the 
state. And there are many who are at-
tached with some of the popular pri-
vate medical hospitals in Kolkata as 
well as in the districts,” a senior CID 
of icer told PTI.

Sleuths suspect that several health 
department of icials, former medical 
college employees as well as doctors 
are involved in the racket of forging 
documents besides appointing doctors.

The CID had yesterday submitted 
a report to Bengal Director General of 
Police (DGP) Surajit Kar Purakayastha 
stating that there could be around 500 
fake doctors practising in the state.

Asked whether these fake doctors 
are attached to any of the state-run 
hospitals, the CID sleuth said, “It’s still 
unclear. We have got an idea about the 
matter. There can be some who are 
working with state-run medical estab-

lishments but we are yet to catch hold 
of anybody. Our investigation is on and 
hopefully we will be identify those cul-
prits.”

The CID has sought assistance of the 
West Bengal Medical Council (WBMC) 
in connection with its probe, he said.

“We have evidences that these 
people are using registration num-
bers which are either used by doctors 
not from that area or of those who 
have expired. We are trying to nab 
them tracking the registration num-
bers,” he said.

CID slueths visited the Indian Med-
ical Association (IMA) of ice in the city 
in connection with the probe.

The of icer said there are several 
fake doctors from neighbouring states 
like Bihar, Chhatisgargh, Jharkhand, 
Odisha besides others who have 
sneaked in and are practising here in 
West Bengal for quite sometime.

“We are trying to monitor their cur-
rent location,” the CID of icer said.

The fake doctor issue surfaced after 
the CID last month arrested two per-
sons working as doctors with forged 
documents in north Bengal.

Fake doctors have
spread to different corners

of Bengal : CID
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NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
SINGAM SAPPHIRE MORNING DEAR KIND EVENING

Draw time: 11:55 am onwards Draw time: 08:00 pm onwards
Draw No:5 DrawDate on:02/06/17 Draw No:110 DrawDate on:02/06/17

1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 98J 81967 1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 80G 86621
    (Including Super Prize Amt)     (Including Super Prize Amt)

Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 81967 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 86621 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
21391 24864 25332 37226 37717 08309 30873 40803 44607 54327
48262 69201 73571 93201 96692 63572 64566 73682 79213 79765
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
2650 3047 3473 3955 4668 6270 6654 7855 8681 9704 03915 18375 24739 29316 29868
4th Prize Rs.300/- 35108 49161 64251 85076 86610
0896 1025 1514 1983 3865 4320 4409 5761 5937 7432 4th Prize Rs.1000/-
5th Prize Rs.130/- 0843 1228 3500 3539 5667 6261 6486 7609 8020 8602
0011 0083 0140 0277 0447 0468 0651 1021 1137 1282 5th Prize Rs.600/-
1323 1364 1395 1396 1434 1512 1591 1779 1796 2180 0083 2031 2503 2931 3564 4516 5579 5845 6473 8430
2331 2542 2577 2597 2754 2846 2923 2931 3006 3226 6th Prize Rs.250/-
3229 3329 3656 3671 3878 4177 4271 4342 4420 4531 0054 0164 0219 0348 0473 0612 0881 0899 1125 1149
4645 4851 4929 5098 5162 5206 5312 5371 5408 5410 1551 1782 2047 2092 2097 2401 2404 2581 2650 2652
5503 5573 5634 5712 5757 5959 6141 6228 6230 6251 2689 2724 2725 2730 2894 2968 3160 3244 3247 3429
6334 6497 6532 6670 6750 6764 6778 6825 6924 7013 3669 3765 3839 4113 4180 4246 4310 4363 4405 4475
7054 7311 7316 7366 7386 7418 7476 7486 7607 7608 4486 4498 4529 4616 4694 4706 4810 4815 4839 4891
7674 7759 7910 7984 8062 8091 8139 8619 8623 8696 5010 5044 5116 5268 5322 5384 5445 5781 5878 5946
8713 8737 8777 9216 9287 9374 9760 9808 9988 9994 6187 6505 6598 6626 6780 6898 7110 7438 7760 7797
Issued by: 7810 8086 8250 8310 8442 8478 8490 8524 8553 8629
The Director, Nagaland State Lotteries, Kohima, Nagaland. 8689 8898 8940 9075 9121 9153 9206 9241 9266 9293
For Results, please visit: www.nagalandlotteries.com 9331 9403 9450 9648 9710 9722 9813 9825 9890 9893

         

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULTS WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

~ SummitTIMES ~

CLASSIFIEDS
To book advertisements in 

this space, call 03592-208698;  
9933427505;  9734152451

TRIBAL PLOT FOR 
SALE: Land situated at 
Jorethang Road, Nam-
chi [backside] touches 
Tinzer road measuring 
70ftx200 ft approximate-
ly is available for imme-
diate sale. For details 
contact: 85097-06344, 
973312662.

FLAT FOR RENT: 
2BHK including toi-
let-bathroom, located 
above Accountant Gen-
eral’s quarters, Devel-
opment Area. Contact 
9734764711 for details.

DEAR BENEFIT SINGAM DIGNITY EVENING
Draw No:46 DrawDate on:02/06/17 Draw No:17 DrawDate on:02/06/17

1st Prize Rs.50 Lakhs/- 89E 19665 1st Prize Rs.10 Lakhs/- 92G 22110
(Including Super Prize Amt) (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 19665 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9,100/- 22110 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/- 2nd Prize Rs.9,000/-
02097 03060 10096 11613 20771 31371 35357 45519 58189 70326
24837 33081 66294 78125 98913 72906 75480 75592 84234 92951
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/- 3rd Prize Rs.500/-
01286 13912 37205 42586 43808 0677 0702 1607 2020 2493 4953 5400 8315 8372 8895
47732 83350 85508 86574 88424 4th Prize Rs.300/-
4th Prize Rs.1000/- 0174 0842 1015 2422 5504 5818 6176 6969 7199 9123
2187 4267 4879 5370 6874 6897 8517 8730 8740 8997 5th Prize Rs.130/-
5th Prize Rs.600/- 0068 0108 0186 0216 0289 0298 0353 0410 0626 0738
3213 5315 5772 6258 6556 6564 7463 7650 7819 8227 0966 1047 1426 1485 1513 1576 1596 1605 1712 1779
6th Prize Rs.250/- 1815 1831 2164 2310 2412 2470 2498 2764 2975 3107
0073 0136 0495 0628 0645 0716 1065 1085 1151 1203 3218 3259 3375 3504 3569 3595 3701 3730 4108 4178
1328 1393 1415 1444 1505 1640 1670 1781 1792 1911 4264 4371 4581 4712 4724 4824 5040 5121 5353 5358
1920 1928 2148 2449 2533 2548 2554 2634 2654 2793 5365 5465 5527 5601 5671 5894 5960 5967 6028 6077
2828 2856 2922 3179 3388 3517 3717 3753 3890 3954 6349 6420 6442 6488 6538 6751 6932 6965 7216 7265
4073 4288 4304 4749 4936 5200 5330 5355 5388 5419 7281 7346 7503 7518 7646 7958 7975 8099 8105 8120
5502 5638 5701 5756 5779 5851 5877 5889 5952 6043 8143 8336 8439 8449 8569 8671 8686 8822 9017 9175
6044 6118 6581 6649 6722 6789 6843 6848 6889 7047 9176 9230 9250 9519 9528 9560 9590 9762 9929 9991
7083 7199 7317 7387 7502 7707 7743 7916 8281 8382 Issued by:
8493 8555 8668 8814 8924 8932 8983 9074 9084 9132 The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries, Deorali-737102
9186 9304 9308 9317 9434 9695 9750 9833 9835 9841 Please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

M (B ), 
J  2 (PTI): A destitute 
woman’s body was taken 
to the Sri Krishna Medi-
cal College and Hospital 
(SKMCH), here in a gar-
bage cart for autopsy, 
prompting the District 
Magistrate to order a 
probe into the matter.

“We have ordered a 
probe into the unfortu-
nate incident (corpse 
of a destitute woman 
being pulled inside a 
garbage cart to be tak-
en for post-mortem at 
SKMCH)...strict action 
will be taken against 
those found responsible 
for negligence,” District 
Magistrate Dharmendra 
Singh said today.

Muzaffarpur District 
Civil Surgeon Dr Lalita 
Singh too expressed dis-
gust over the incident 
and said that a probe was 
on in the matter.

She said that the SK-
MCH has several mor-
tuary vans which could 

have been pressed into 
service to bring the des-
titute woman’s body for 
post-mortem.

The destitute woman 
had died near a park in-
side the SKMCH hospital 
on Wednesday last after 
battling illness for over 
two weeks.

After her death, the 
woman’s body was put 
in a garbage cart by two 
hospital employees on 
way to being taken for 
post-mortem, an incident 
that has shocked the civ-
il society after several 
news channels beamed 
footage of the incident.

A gardener Kanchan 
Bhagat, employed by SK-
MCH, said that he had 
noticed the ailing woman 
writhing in pain and had in-
formed doctors about it. He 
alleged that none of them 
paid any attention to her.

After battling ill-
ness for two weeks, she 
died on Wednesday last, 
Bhagat said. 

J , J  2 (PTI): 
A South African Indian-origin 
Muslim man has raised Rs 5 
crore by selling his coffee table 
book of over 500 mobile phone 
pictures during his Hajj to assist 
indigent people who want to un-
dertake the same pilgrimage.

Yusuf Abramjee, donated the 
money here yesterday to two 
South African charities that as-
sist needy pilgrims traveling for 
the annual Hajj Pilgrimage to 
Saudi Arabia.

The proceeds of the coffee 
table book, #Hajj2016 #Abram-
jeeOnHajj, published by social 
activist and former journalist 
Abramjee, were presented to 

Awqaf SA and Crescent Lifestyle.
Abramjee published hun-

dreds of photographs taken with 
his iPhone during his Hajj jour-
ney last year in a high-gloss A3 
coffee table book that became 
an instant hit, with support from 
sponsors to place 500 copies in 
libraries , schools and religious 
institutions as well.

“The idea was to create 
awareness of Hajj, which is com-
pulsory for all Muslims who can 
afford it at least once in their 
lifetime,” Abramjee said.

“Also, it brought back many 
memories for those who have 
been on Hajj. We need to pro-
mote social cohesion and reli-

gious tolerance and that’s what 
the book does,” he added.

“South African Muslims are a 
key part of South Africa as they 
became completely integrated 
into society and in luence all 
areas of life of SA culture,” Saudi 
Arabia’s Ambassador to South 
Africa, Ghorm Said Malhan, said 
at the handing over ceremony as 
he pledged further donations to 
the two organisations from his 
embassy as well.

“The book is indeed a clear 
example of the strong relations 
between Saudi Arabia and the 
South African Muslim commu-
nity in particular, and the entire 
South Africa in general,” Malhan 

said as he lauded the reputation 
of South Africans for their reli-
gious tolerance and diversity.

“The donation will be in-
vested in the Awqaf SA Hajj 
Waqf Fund and its proceeds 
will be used on a sustainable 
basis to assist poor and needy 
pilgrims with an opportunity 
to experience the sacred jour-
ney,” said Zeinoul Abedien Ca-
jee, chief executive officer of 
Awqaf SA.

Hajj is an annual Islamic pil-
grimage to Mecca, the most holy 
city of the Muslims, and a man-
datory religious duty for Mus-
lims that must be carried out at 
least once in their lifetime. 

PIO raises Rs 5 crore for needy
pilgrims to take Hajj

N  D , J  2 (PTI): 
Kerala House Resident 
Commissioner Vishwas 
Mehta today sought more 
security for the state 
guest house to protect it 
from “groups with vested 
interests”, who could cre-
ate trouble over the ongo-
ing beef controversy.

The development 
comes after members of 
a “cow vigilante” group, 
claiming to belong to 
the Bharatiya Gauraksha 
Kranti, allegedly barged 
into Kerala House last 
evening to protest the 
beef festivals recently 
held in the southern state.

They entered Kerala 
House around 8 PM and 
started distributing cow 
milk as a mark of protest.

“We have written a 
complaint to the Con-
naught Place police sta-
tion, besides urging senior 
police of icials to take ac-
tion against the protesters 

and seeking additional 
security to protect Kerala 
House from groups with 
vested interests,” Mehta 
told reporters.

He condemned yes-
terday’s incident and 
said such protests should 
not take place at Kerala 
House and its sanctity 
should be maintained.

“Kerala House should 
not be turned into a pro-
test venue.

The issue is political 
and Kerala House should 
not be dragged into it,” 
said Mehta.

He added that Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal’s of ice had been 
informed of the incident.

Mehta refused to 
comment on lapses on 
the part of the police 
to stop the protesters 
from barging into Kerala 
House, saying he was not 
present at the time of the 
incident.

Destitute woman’s body
put in garbage cart

Beef protesters
barge into Kerala
House, additional

security sought

N  D , J  2 (PTI): The Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) has arrested national-level shoot-
er Prashant Bishnoi, a key accused in multi-crore 
gun-running and wildlife smuggling case.

The arrest comes a month after raids conducted 
by the DRI at Bishnoi’s residence in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Meerut resulted in the recovery of about Rs one crore 
in cash besides over a hundred illegally imported ire-
arms, 117 kg of nilgai meat, horns and skins of leop-
ards and blackbucks.

Bishnoi is alleged to be the kingpin of a global syn-
dicate involved in smuggling of ire arms and wildlife.

He appeared before the DRI of icials yesterday in 
response to a summon issued against him. Following 
interrogation, Bishnoi was arrested, of icial sources 
said today. During the interrogation, he was confront-
ed with evidence gathered during the probe. Bishnoi 
accepted to be the part of the global smuggling racket, 
the sources claimed.

Three accused including Slovenian national Boris 
Sobotic Mikolic have already been arrested for their 
alleged involvement in the case.

The trio were intercepted after their arrival at the 
Delhi airport by a Turkish Airlines light from Slove-
nia’s capital Ljubljana via Istanbul on April 29.

They were carrying 25 illegally imported lethal 

weapons and other items worth about Rs 4.5 crore 
with them, according to a senior DRI of icial.

They had incorrectly declared the quantity and 
value of the arms and ammunition to the customs of-
icials and tried to get these items cleared by misusing 

the scheme meant for renowned shooters, he said.
The rules permit professional shooters to import a 

limited quantity of arms and ammunition for practice.
The accused -- Amit Goyal, Anil Kumar Langan 

and Mikolic -- were arrested for allegedly violating 
customs rules to evade payment of import duty, the 
of icial said.

Following the detention of the accused, the DRI 
had carried out searches at multiple places includ-
ing the house of the Prashant Bishnoi, son of a re-
tired army colonel, and seized over hundred illegally 
imported irearms, 117 kg of nilgai meat, horns and 
skins of leopards and blackbucks, he said.

Unaccounted cash of about Rs one crore and two 
lakh cartridges were also seized during the searches, 
the of icial said.

The irearms of various make and models -- Glock 
(Austria), Italy-made Beretta, Arsenal, Benelle and 
Blaser (Germany) -- were seized along with expensive 
cameras, thermal imaging binoculars and cartridges 
during the raids.

DRI arrests national-level shooter 
Prashant Bishnoi

B  (J K), J  
2 (PTI): Students of a 
girls’ school boycotted 
classes and blocked a 
busy road today to pro-
test against sexual ha-
rassment on the streets.

Nearly 700 students 
of the Government Girls 
Higher Secondary School 
here came out on the 
roads after their morn-
ing prayers and raised 
slogans against the po-
lice and the administra-
tion for not taking action 
against men on bikes 
who harassed them.

The protesters from 
the school in Bhaderwah 
tehsil, Doda district, said 
they were subjected to 
abusive language and 
were often also physical-
ly harmed.

They blocked the Do-
mail-Seri Bazaar Chobia 
link road, disrupting traf-
ic for about two hours.

The demonstrators 
alleged the police were 
“mute spectators” to un-

lawful activities” near 
the school.

Despite several verbal 
and written complaints 
by the school administra-
tion, no action had been 
taken, they said.

Yesterday, a speed-
ing bike hit a XIIth stan-
dard student outside the 
school premises. She is 
being treated for serious 
injuries at the Bhader-
wah hospital.

Later, Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner (ADC) 
Bhadarwah, Imam Din Ki-
chloo, along with Tehsil-
dar Masood Ahmed and 
SDPO Birjesh Sharma, 
told the students that se-
curity would be tightened 
and stern action taken 
against the offenders.

“A police party will 
be deployed near the 
school premises and two 
speed-breakers will also 
be constructed on either 
side of the school to check 
speeding bikers,” the ADC 
assured the students.

Schoolgirls boycott
classes in Jammu to protest

harassment on streets
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

ARIES: You don’t have to be a ge-
nius or do something extraordinary 
in order for people to notice you, 
Aries. It’s time you abandon the 
notion that you can’t play a musical 
instrument because you don’t have 
perfect pitch or that you can’t sculpt 
because you don’t have Michelan-
gelo’s genius! Dare to engage in any 
hobby or interest that you fancy.
TAURUS: You aren’t free enough, 
Taurus. This is especially true in 
your relationships. With the cur-
rent astral energy, you can expect 
to break free of your chains. It’s 
time for you to participate more 
in life. Speak your mind. Tell peo-
ple what you want and when you 
want it. Surely one of your desires 

is freedom. Overcome your fear of 
rejection and ask for it! It really is 
as simple as that.
GEMINI: If you were in charge 
of a company’s human resources 
department, Gemini, today you 
would begin to completely over-
haul the recruitment procedure. You 
would focus more on the human el-
ement rather than any diplomas and 
awards people wave around as evi-
dence of their abilities. Confi dence 
in people combined with trust in 
your instincts could prove profi table 
in more ways than you imagine.
CANCER: Cancer, the romantic 
side of your life may be rocked by a 
storm of emotion. You may go from 
intense rage to ecstasy in an instant. 

The day may instruct you to get 
hold of your emotions. If you hope 
to build a stable relationship, it’s 
necessary to maintain psychologi-
cal coherence and physical health.
LEO: The day may be somewhat 
oppressive, Leo. It’s possible you 
will receive some unpleasant news 
related to your domestic life. Per-
haps in the past few years you ha-
ven’t been especially careful about 
your home budget. Or you may 
have postponed an important main-
tenance task for too long. While this 
may not be the day the roof literally 
falls in, it’s time to take care of re-
pairs.
VIRGO: You seem frustrated to-
day, Virgo! There’s only one person 

who could possibly arouse your 
anger to such a degree, and that’s 
you. Today’s aspect is favorable for 
crises of conscience that result in a 
change of attitude. You’re likely to 
remember to choose your words 
more carefully from now on.
LIBRA: This is a contemplative 
day, Libra. You seem to be devel-
oping new techniques, means, ther-
apies, and methods to use in your 
main occupation. Today you’re like-
ly to question your underlying rea-
sons for so much innovation. Why 
reinvent the world? Although you 
may not make any major changes in 
your activities, you could fi nd new 
justifi cations for them.
SCORPIO: You will have to ex-

pect the day to be somewhat frus-
trating, Scorpio. Your friends may 
insist that you be more cooperative 
and less individualistic. They could 
resent your refusal to be part of the 
team. In fact, your rebelliousness 
may be earning you quite a repu-
tation! How you deal with these 
clashes will set the stage for your 
future. Think carefully before tak-
ing action.
SAGITTARIUS: You mustn’t ex-
pect to do whatever you like today, 
Sagittarius. Quite the contrary! You 
may be restrained by technical lim-
itations. Perhaps your fi nancial re-
sources will be insuffi  cient. In other 
words, you won’t be able to follow 
your usual pattern of taking refuge 

on a spiritual island and quietly con-
templating your inner thoughts.
CAPRICORN: Science, space ex-
ploration, and certain other fi elds 
require the participation of all with 
a very strong team spirit. Stubborn 
as you are, it doesn’t make you the 
greatest specialist in group dynam-
ics. Certainly no one would ever 
accuse you of enjoying working in 
a group, unless you’re the one in 
charge. Just such a miracle is pos-
sible, Capricorn, provided you take 
the fi rst step.
AQUARIUS: What good does it 
do you to resist change, Aquarius? 
Everyone knows that you have trou-
ble adapting to change in the world 
around you. Unfortunately, that’s 

life and you can’t do much about 
it. However, you aren’t powerless. 
You will fi nd that life is more sta-
ble when you can surf the waves of 
change. Embrace change and make 
it work for you rather than resist it 
all the time.
PISCES: If you work in a helping 
profession such as psychotherapy, 
you’re probably breaking quite a 
few rules and protocols right now, 
Pisces. You may even be going 
against theories that were a fun-
damental part of your education. 
Don’t be troubled by your rebel-
liousness. It’s important that the 
status quo be challenged from time 
to time. It’s people like you who ad-
vance the fi eld!
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Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History,

Namchi Govt. College?what’s
TRENDING

9TH ANNUAL AUSTRALIANS IN FILM HEATH LEDGER SCHOLARSHIP: Actor Mojean 
Aria [left] accepts the 2017 Heath Ledger Scholarship from Kim Ledger [Heath Ledger’s 
father] during the 9th Annual Australians In Film Heath Ledger Scholarship Dinner in 
West Hollywood, California. Established in 2008 in memory of the late actor, the scholar-
ship is awarded to an actor who exhibits distinctive and unique potential.

3RD JUNE

WORLD HISTORY
1928- Captain Arrachart and 
Major Rignot are forced to stop 
during their light in Constanti-
nople. They were on their way to 
India while trying to set a long 
distance record. Bad weather was 
stated as the reason for their early 
landing.
1938- Germany passed a law re-
lated to Entartete Art making art 
robbery legal
1943- The Russian army takes 
down 162 of 500 Nazi planes in 
one of the biggest air battles of 
World War II. The German attack 
lasted nearly 10 hours over Kursk
1962- An Air France Boeing 707 
crashes on take-off at Orly Air-
port in Paris, killing 130 people on 
board

INDIAN HISTORY
1915- Rabindranath Tagore was 
conferred the prestigious Knight-
hood by the British Government
1947- Lord Mountbatten released 

the 3 June Plan or Mountbatten 
Plan on partition of India. As per 
this plan The Independence Act of 
1947 was implemented
1999- India and Pakistan are 
once again in con lict over the 
area of Kashmir with reports of 
hand-to-hand ighting and ground 
and air strikes by Indian forces on 
Pakistan backed guerrillas in ar-
eas close to the LOC in Kashmir 
province which is separated into 
a Pakistan side and an India Side, 
the LOC was agreed in 1949 fol-
lowing a cease ire between the 
two countries

Fergie, who joined the 
group as a lead vocalist in 

2002 and helped it become 
one of the most famous pop 
and hip-hop bands in the 
world, has not commented. 
She has not recorded new 
music with the Black Eyed 
Peas in more than ive years, 
opting to concentrate on her 
solo career, and last per-
formed with the group at the 
2015 Coachella Valley Music 
and Arts Festival.

Black Eyed Peas mem-
bers Will.i.am, Taboo and apl.
de.ap spoke recently, ahead 
of their concert at the open-
ing ceremony of the 2017 
UEFA Champions League Fi-
nal at the National Stadium of 
Wales in Cardiff, that Fergie 
has left the band. Will.i.am 
explained the “situation” like 
this:

“Since the beginning of 
Black Eyed Peas, we’ve al-
ways had amazing vocalists 
that appeared on the mic with 
us. People like Macy Gray, Es-
thero, Debi Nova, Fergie. On 
Elephunk, there were sever-
al females that appeared on 
that album. Obviously Fer-
gie was the featured female, 
but on songs like ‘Let’s Get it 
Started’, it’s Noelle [Scaggs], 
and then Fergie, songs like 
‘Latin Girls’, it’s Debi Nova, 
and ‘Request Line’, it’s Macy 
Gray. We’ll always work with 
good females.”

Fergie and will.i.am ap-
peared to be on good terms 
and in good spirits when they 
were last photographed to-
gether last September, during 
London Fashion Week.

When asked about re-
placing the singer, Will.i.am 
said, “As for replacing, what 
people know The Black Eyed 
Peas to be, nobody is replac-
ing Fergie. She’s working on 

her solo project at the mo-
ment, we’re on this brand-
new experience, celebrat-
ing 20 years of Black Eyed 
Peas putting out music. We 
worked on a bunch of songs 
on her solo record, we’re 
proud that she has her la-
bel, but Black Eyed Peas are 
pushing it forward in terms 
of content, technology and 
experiences on our new proj-
ect, Masters of the Sun.”

He is referring to Black 
Eyed Peas Present: Masters 
of the Sun—The Zombie 
Chronicles, a zombie alien in-
vasion hip-hop 
graphic novel 
he co-created 
that will be 
released by 
Marvel in July. 
Will.i.am also 
responded to rumors that Ni-
cole Scherzinger will replace 
Fergie, saying, “Nicole is on 
the new BEP project as well. 
I don’t want to go into details 
how she’s involved yet.”

Jim Could Face 
Trial in 2018 Over 
White’s Death
Jim Carrey may have to face 

a trial jury in the wrongful 
death case regarding his late 

girlfriend and 
makeup art-
ist Cathriona 
White.

T h e 
30-year-old—

who dated the actor on and 
off for three years—was 
found dead in her Los Ange-
les home in September 2015 
in what coroners later ruled 
was a suicide from an over-
dose of painkillers, includ-
ing Ambien, Propranolol and 
Percocet.

White’s mother, Brigid 
Sweetman, sued Carrey in 
October 2016, blaming him 
for her death and claiming he 
gave her the drugs that even-

tually killed her.
Sweetman also alleged 

Carrey “knowingly” gave her 
“three sexually transmit-
ted diseases without warn-
ing her”, then “lying to her 
about it, dumping her out of 
concern for saving his own 
public image, calling her a 
‘whore’ and shaming her, and 
then using his high-priced 
Hollywood lawyers and ‘ ix-
ers’ to intimidate and threat-
en her in an effort to silence 
her”.

Carrey iled a response 

to Sweetman’s lawsuit in De-
cember seeking to strike the 
“numerous irrelevant, false 
and improper” allegations 
she had made and calling the 
lawsuit a “shameful shake-
down for money”.

Carrey and his lawyer, 
Raymond Boucher, argued 
the allegations under drugs 
legislation were likely to fall 
outside the statute of limita-
tions and said the wrongful 
death claims were too vague.

However, on Wednesday, 
Judge Deirdre Hill of the Los 
Angeles Superior Court said 
she still needs more time 
to consider the case. Thus, 
she indicated she would not 
throw it out as requested by 

Carrey’s lawyer and went 
forward in setting a trial date 
for April 2018, estimating it 
could last about 20 days.

So DOWN for 
some new Fifth 
Harmony music!
After plenty of suspense 

and excitement, Norma-
ni Kordei, Dinah Jane, Lauren 
Jauregui, and Ally Brooke Her-
nandez delivered their irst 
single without Camila Cabello.

Titled ‘Down’, the hot new 
track features Gucci Mane 
and is already climbing the 
charts. The new music comes 
as the ladies of Fifth Harmo-
ny have been teasing exciting 
news for their fans on social 
media. Back in January, the 
X-Factor alumni posted a 
photo from the music stu-
dio with the caption ‘bounce 
back’.

And during recent award 
shows, the ladies have prom-
ised their followers that the 
wait for new music will be 
worth it.

Fifth Harmony is sched-
uled to hit Good Morning 
America’s Summer Concert 
Series where they will per-
form their new song ‘Down’ 
as well as the fan-favorite 
‘Work From Home’ today.

As for former member 
Camila, she remains focused 
on her solo career. Earlier 
this month, the 20-year-old 
dropped two songs including 
‘Crying in the Club’.

The song—off her album, 
The Hurting, the Healing, 
the Loving—was written by 
Benny Blanco, Camila and 
Sia. Benny produced the song 
with Matt Beckley, Cashmere 
Cat and Happy Perez.

Will.i.am Confirms Fergie Left the BEP


