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PALZOR MACHUNGPA
G , 02 A :

There is ‘Superman’, ‘Bat-
man’, ‘Ironman’ and even 

‘Antman’- the man-made cel-
ebrated saviors of humanity. 
They have their own movie 
franchises and they are cele-
brated around the globe with 
little kids aspiring to be a ‘Pe-
ter Parker’ or a ‘Clark Kent’ 
in their own rights. However, 
there are many real-life heroes 
who have sel lessly dedicated 
their lives to saving and nur-
turing animals in Sikkim. Their 
work and humanity are the 
best introduction they could or 
should ever have. While there 
are several renowned organi-
zations working for the wel-
fare of animals, these citizens 
are sel less groups of animal 
lovers who have stood by their 
cause and have helped count-
less animals survive. Meet the 
‘Animal’ fathers and ‘Animal’ 
mothers of Gangtok!

They call themselves ‘The 
Guardians’. A group of people 
who believe heroism lies in 
nurturing and taking care of 
animals including stray dogs, 
‘The Guardian’ was formed in 
2015 and since its establish-
ment the group has helped 
50-60 dogs in and around 

Gangtok. The group which has 
12-15 active members now do-
nate their pocket money to the 
cause to vaccinate, feed and 
treat animals, especially stray 
dogs and cats.  

“Our members also sell Do It 
Yourself (DIY) items to generate 
funds for the cause. Besides that 
we also collect donations,” says 
Deepika Tamang, one of the ac-
tive members of the group. 

Apart from a few animal 
loving donors, the group gets 
no aid from the government 
and the members donate their 
own pocket money to keep the 

group functioning. From col-
lecting funds to buying med-
icines to feeding the animals, 
the group manages every sin-
gle activity all by themselves. 

“We have so much to achieve 
but inancial constraints have 
held us back. We are trying our 
best to help as many strays with 
the little fund we have,” Deepi-
ka shares. 

The group has been also 
turning savior for pedigrees 
and dogs who are lost or, at 
times, run away from home. 
They treat them, get the fear 
out of their minds, make them 

it for adoption and get them 
re-adopted through Sikkim 
Anti-Rabies and Animal Health 
(SARAH) Programme in the 
capital or through their Face-
book page. 

“We love dogs regardless of 
their breeds. If someone wants 
to adopt one they can contact 
us through Facebook. We then 
give them options from which 
they can choose. They can 
come to SARAH or we take the 
dog to their new parents,” in-
forms Deepika. 

When asked about the 
trend of people buying expen-

sive dogs of a foreign breed she 
says, “We do admit that peo-
ple are obsessed with foreign 
breeds but we do not think 
it is the real reason for their 
preference. People do not keep 
pets at home for security these 
days. Keeping foreign breeds 
has become more of a fashion 
rather than a social need.”

‘The Guardians’ recently 
volunteered for two activities. 
The group participated in a 
road vaccination and sensi-
tization drive from Saramsa 
Garden to Ranipool last week. 
With help from SARAH, the 
group vaccinated 56 stray dogs 
and 06 pet dogs.

On the occasion of Drukpa 
Tshezhi the group volunteered 
in a de-worming and feeding 
drive from District Court to 
Namnang. Organized with the 
help of animal lovers, the group 
fed 35 dogs and sensitized the 
residents of Gangtok about bru-
tality against animals. 

“Man is a gregarious animal 
and cannot survive alone. The 
most important thing that peo-
ple can do is to know the roles 
(economical, socio- cultural) 
played by animals in the soci-
ety. For that matter stray dogs 
act as social bodyguards,” Deep-
ika says (mic drop*). 

The Guardians of Animals 

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 03 A :

For the irst time ever, Temi Tea 
sold for a whopping Rs 4000 per 

kg at a public auction held on 02 
Aug. Star Tea, Kolkata made a suc-
cessful bid and purchased 135 kgs 
of Temi Tea in the auction which was 
held under aegis of J Thomas & Co. 
Pvt. Ltd., the largest and oldest ex-
isting tea auctioneers in the world, 
handling about 200 million kg of tea 
annually.

The normal whole leaf from sum-
mer second lush usually sells at an 
average of Rs 2000-2800 per kg so 

the price of Rs 4000 for a large quan-
tity of 135 kg is a huge achievement.

Experts believe that while the 
scarcity of Darjeeling tea could have 
contributed to this hike yet the J 
Thomas tea experts have in their re-
ports shown Temi as one of the best 
in its category of high elevation or-
thodox black tea.

It may be noted that public auc-
tions are different from private tea 
estate level auctions wherein spe-
cialty and small quantity teas are 
picked up, for instance, white tea 5 
kg sold earlier by Temi at about Rs 
25,000 per kg.

Temi Tea fetches record price of Rs 4000 per kg at public auction

N  D , A  3 (PTI): 
A total of 392 pilgrims se-
lected to travel to Kailash 
Mansarovar via the Nathu 
La route in eight batches 
were affected due to the 
deferment of the yatra, 
the Rajya Sabha was in-
formed today.

“The Kailash Man-
sarovar Yatra via the 
Nathu La route has been 
deferred this year after 
the Chinese government 
cited unfavourable con-
ditions to ensure the safe 
and smooth conduct of 
the yatra on this route. 
The government is en-
gaged with the Chinese 
government on this mat-
ter,” Minister of State for 
External Affairs V K Singh 
said in a written reply.

There were 4,442 ap-
plicants who registered 
this year for the Kailash 
Mansarovar Yatra, of 

which 1,454 applicants 
were shortlisted against 
existing slots, he said.

Beijing denied per-
mission to the pilgrims 
to undertake the yatra 
from the Nathu La route, 
demanding it will only 
allow it if India moved its 
troops from the Dokalam 
area near Sikkim.

The Chinese and and 
Indian soldiers are en-
gaged in a standoff posi-
tion in the area since June 
16 after the Indian side 
stopped the construction 
of a road being built by 
the Chinese army.

Singh also said that 
the ministry has suggest-
ed to the Sikkim Tour-
ism Development Cor-
poration (STDC), which 
collects payment for the 
travel, to favourable con-
sider refunds requests 
from these travellers.

Deferment of 
Kailash Mansarovar
yatra affected 392 

pilgrims: Govt

Wholesale 
onion price 
soars to Rs 
25/kg at 
Lasalgaon
N  D , A  3 (PTI): 
Onion prices today rose 
more than two-fold to 
Rs 25/kg at Lasalgaon in 
Maharasthra, Asia’s larg-
est wholesale market for 
bulb crop, due to tight 
supply of old stock and 
likely fall in output of the 
new kharif crop.

Maximum wholesale 
onion price stood at Rs 
9.20/kg in the year-ago 
period in the same mar-
ket, as per the data main-
tained by a government 
research body NHRDF.

Lasalgaon sets price 
trend for other mandis 
across India. Already, re-
tail rates have inched up 
in the national capital, 
ruling in the range of Rs 
30-35/kg today.

Nasik-based National 
Horticultural Research 
and Development Foun-
dation (NHRDF) Director 
P K Gupta said: “There is 
tight supply situation.”

The existing demand 
is met through old rabi 
stocks, which has started 
depleting, owing to ex-
ports and limited supplies 
from Madhya Pradesh in 
view of state government 

Lunar eclipse 
on Aug 7 to be 
visible in India
N  D , A  3 (PTI): 
A lunar eclipse will occur 
on the night of August 7, 
continuing until early the 
next morning, and will 
be visible in India and all 
over Asia, Europe, and Af-
rica, Nehru Planetarium 
of icials said here today.

However, parts of Afri-
ca and Asia, including In-
dia, will miss the total so-
lar eclipse that is expected 
to occur on August 21.

N Rathnashree, di-
rector of the Nehru Plan-
etarium, Delhi said the 
penumbral part of the lu-
nar eclipse, which is dif i-
cult to discern, will start 
at 9:20 pm on Monday 
night, while the partial 
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 A :

Speaker , Lok Sabha, Sumitra 
Mahajan, made  references to 

the  passing  away  of  former  Chief 
Minister of Sikkim, Nar  Bahadur  
Bhandari,  who was also member  
of the  Eighth  Lok  Sabha, in the 

Parliament today. Obituary refer-
ence was also made to Sontosh  Mo-
han  Dev, a member   of   the   Sev-
enth,   Eighth, Ninth,   Tenth,  Elev-
enth,   Thirteenth   and  Fourteenth 
Lok Sabhas. As  a  mark  of  respect  
to  the  memory  of  the  departed 
members,  MPs stood  in  silence for 

a short while, a Bulletin of the Lok 
Sabha informs. Mr Bhandari passed 
away on 16 July last month. Apart 
from serving as Chief Minister of 
Sikkim for three terms, he was 
also a Member of Parliament, Lok 
Sabha, in 1984 as an Independent 
candidate representing Sikkim.

Lok Sabha mourns Bhandari’s
passing away
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 A :

The National Ser-
vice Scheme unit of 

Tadong Senior Second-
ary School has started 
a Swachhta Pakhwada 
programme in the school 
premises and surround-
ing areas.

During the inaugural 
ceremony of the pro-
gramme on 01 Aug, stu-
dents and staff of Tadong 
SSS pledged to continue 
contributing towards the 
cleanliness movement 
of the State and keep 
the environment in and 
around the school clean 
and hygienic.

Programme officer, 

Babita Chettri, along 
with NSS volunteers 
of Tadong SSS carried 

out cleanliness drives 
in the school on 02-03 
Aug. 

Ms Chettri has in-
formed that the unit will 
continue to conduct such 

drives and spread aware-
ness amongst all regard-
ing cleanliness.

Tadong school’s NSS unit launches Swachhta Pakhwada 

Sikkim Police 
warns public 
about online 
fraud 

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 03 A :

Additional Director 
General of Police 

(ADGP), Law and Order, 
Akshay Sachdeva has ap-
pealed to the Panchayats, 
School, College Teachers, 
Non Governmental Organi-
zations and Media to raise 
awareness among the pub-
lic regarding online fraud 
and internet imposters 
following a bunch of cases 
registered at different po-
lice stations of Sikkim re-
lated to online fraud. 

In a press release is-
sued today, the ADGP has 
cited the example of a 
lady who was cheated of 
Rs 3 lakh through Face-
book by a person who 
claimed to be a UK resi-
dent. Sikkim Police De-
partment has appealed 
to the public not to get 
lured and tempted by lu-
crative offers online.

“Further, members of 
public are advised that 
they must report and 
verify any such propos-
al received on Facebook, 
SMS at the police sta-
tion,” reads the release. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Y , 03 A :

MLA of Yuksam-Tashid-
ing constituency, Sonam 

Dadul Bhutia, who is also the 
Parliamentary Secretary for 
Rural Management & Devel-
opment Department, formally 
inaugurated the newly con-
structed school building at 
Tamatam in Gerethang GPU 
under Yuksam-Tashiding con-
stituency in the presence of 
Zilla Upadakshya-West, Laxmi 
Prasad Ka ley, on 02 Aug. The 
three-storied building has an 
auditorium hall on the top loor. 

The inauguration ceremony 
was followed by welcome song 
by students of Tamatam Junior 
High School and presentation 
of the school report by Head-
master, Sanman Subba, who 
also requested the government 
for provision of fencing and 
digital classroom for the school. 

Mr Subba highlighted the 
achievements made by the 
school and said that there are 

three students who have been 
selected through Chief Min-
ister’s Merit Scholarship and 
are now studying in schools 
outside the State along with 
many others selected through 

different scholarships.
Speaking on the occasion, 

Zilla Upadakshya-West, Lax-
mi Prasad Ka ley, underlined 
that the new building is an 
asset for the coming gener-

ation and that this property 
has been created due to the 
priority given to education by 
the government.

Addressing the function, 
Area MLA, Sonam Dadul Bhu-

tia, dedicated the new school 
building to the people of the 
constituency, especially to the 
people of the Tamatam area. He 
expressed his happiness and 
satisfaction over schools of his 
constituency doing well in all 
ields. He further commend-

ed the efforts made by school 
teachers for the overall devel-
opment of students & schools.

Mr Bhutia, speaking on 
the commitment to quality 
education at all levels, com-
mented that the heads of 
schools and teachers of his 
constituency have been de-
livering their responsibili-
ties in a much better way.

“Education is one of the 
most important aspects of 
life that each and every one 
must have in order to bring 
development in a community. 
In this new era, one must be 
provided with quality educa-
tion to tackle all problems in 
life,” he underlined.

Responding to various de-

mands placed by the school, 
the MLA assured to look into 
the demand for provision of 
fencing at school and digital 
classroom. 

Tamatam School also felic-
itated the Area MLA and the 
Zilla Upadakshya by present-
ing them with citation letters 
for their contributions and 
dedication towards develop-
ment of the constituency.

During the programme, 
the school administration and 
the School Managing Commit-
tee felicitated Late Makar Sing 
Limbu, Late Suk Dal Limbu 
and land donor for the school, 
Pem Dichen Bhutia, along 
with four former headmas-
ters of the school and Gram 
Panchayat members of La-
bing-Gerethang GPU.

A cultural programme was 
presented by students from 
various schools of Labing-Ge-
rethang GPU including Gere-
thang Secondary School and 
Tamatam Junior High School.

New school building of Tamatam JHS inaugurated

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 A :

The Investigative Jour-
nalism Award Com-

mittee, Sikkim held a 
board meeting today at 
Rumtek chaired by the 
committee’s chairperson, 
S. K Bardewa. The meet-
ing was called in view 
of the warning issued 
by the Gorkha National 
Liberation Front of accel-
erating the Gorkhaland 
movement from 08 Aug 
onwards.

The meeting passed 
various resolutions re-
garding the harassment 
faced by Sikkim vehicles 
in Siliguri and the ap-
athetic attitude of the 
Centre towards the State, 
a press release from the 
IJAC chairperson, S.K 
Bardewa informs. 

With regard to the 
economic impact of the 
unrest in West Bengal, 
IJAC board members de-
cided to suggest to the 
Government of Sikkim to 
make the State economi-
cally self-reliant by adopt-
ing the following mea-
sures at least in the ield 

of tourism and education-
al sector by establishing 
its own infrastructures.

The IJAC board mem-
bers recommended a 
proposal for onward sub-
mission to the state gov-
ernment for urgent im-
plementation that all the 
Sikkimese proprietors 
of all tourism infrastruc-
tures within Sikkim like 
Hotels, Resorts, Casino, 
Restaurants, Parks etc. 
should be stopped from 
leasing out their prop-
erty to outsiders mainly 
those from West Bengal. 

Such a step would 
also rejuvenate the em-
ployment sector as well 
as tourism in the state, 
the release adds.

Therefore the pres-
ent agitation in Bengal 
should be taken as a 
blessing to help us infuse 
ideas that can accelerate 
the state’s economy to 
help us become self-reli-
ant, reads the release. 

Mr Bardewa suggest-
ed that the government 
should immediately de-
cide to introduce two 
50-seater tourism heli-

copter service, one for 
Gangtok and another 
for Namchi or Pelling as 
deemed it on subsidized 
tourism promotion tariff 
rate basis in collabora-
tion and agreement with 
the Central government.

Thirdly, the board 
members suggested that 
the tourist entry point 
to Sikkim, which is cur-
rently Rangpo, needs to 
be diversi ied to Uttaray, 
Maney Bhanjyang in West 
Sikkim areas adjacent to 
the Western Nepal border 
and another from Rhe-
nock Aritar route (Khasa) 
in East Sikkim adjacent to 
the Bhutan border should 
be opened up without 
further delay in conso-
nance and agreement 
with the Centre.

Lastly, the IJAC, has 
suggested that all the 
MLAs of Sikkim should 
rush to Delhi before 08 
Aug and of icially present 
the economic grievances 
of Sikkimese people un-
der the guidance of the 
Governor, Shriniwas Pa-
til, before it is too late, 
reads the release.

IJAC proposes measures for
mitigating economic impact due

to Darjeeling unrest  

Two-week TB 
survey conducted 
in South Sikkim
NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 03 A :

Tuberculosis, especially the multi-drug resistant 
variants of the disease, has been a serious cause 

for concern in the State and in order to facilitate early 
detection and monitoring of the disease, the District 
TB Centre conducted a two-week long survey of active 
case inding. 

The survey covered a population of 3828 combin-
ing Adarshgaon under Tokal Bermiok Primary Health 
Centre and Daragaon under Jorethang Community 
Health Centre. From the covered population, 2575 
were screened out of which 28 people were found to 
be symptomatic.

The team was divided into three groups wherein 
the irst group was headed by District Programme 
Coordinator-Revised National TB Control Programme 
[RNTCP], Riwang Bhutia, second group by TB HIV 
Coordinator-RNTCP, Gyan Prasad Pradhan, and the 
third group by District Public Private Mix Coordina-
tor-RNTCP, Prajit Gautam.

The 3rd phase of the survey will be held at Ravan-
gla from 04-18 Dec.

Ambulance 
caught carrying 
contraband 
substances 
G , 03 A : An 
ambulance belonging to 
the Sombaria Primary 
Health Centre has been 
caught carrying con-
traband substances to-
day. Police intercepted 
the ambulance at Melli 
check post at 1.45 p.m. 
and found 72 Spasmo-
proxyvon capsules and 
5 bottles of Phencyrex 
cough syrup in the vehicle. 
The vehicle was driven by 
government driver Phur 
Sangay Sherpa (42 yrs).
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 A  (IPR):

A Bhutia ilm called 
Bya-kay, directed 

and produced by Bhaic-
hung Tsechudarpa in as-
sociation with Arithang 
Gyaltsen Tshogpo was 
released by Chief Minis-

ter, Pawan Chamling at 
Vajra Hall today.

The movie screening 
started with the ilm’s 
crew members offering 
bouquet and khadas to 
Mr Chamling after which 
DVD copies of the movie 
were of icially released. 

Mr Tsechudarpa gave 
a brief overview of the 
movie and said that the 
word bya-kay comes from 
the Bhutia word ‘bya’ 
meaning chicken and 
‘kay’ meaning to offer. 

Mr Tsechudarpa said 
that the ilm was a trib-

ute to the customs and 
heritage of Sikkim and 
an attempt to educate 
the younger generation 
about the different facets 
of our traditions. He ex-
pressed hope that a small 
initiative like this would 
help in conserving local 

traditions.
The movie screening 

was also attended by 
Member of Parliament 
(Rajya Sabha), Hishey La-
chungpa, Sikkim Legis-
lative Assembly Speaker, 
K.N Rai along with Cabi-
net Ministers and public.

Bhutia ilm ‘Bya-Kay’ released

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 03 A :

Press Club of Sikkim cele-
brated its 15th Foundation 

Day here today. Although the 
anniversary fell on 17 July, it 
was postponed owing to the 
period of mourning observed 
in Sikkim on the passing away 
of former Chief Minister Nar 
Bahadur Bhandari.

Rescheduled to today, the 
events of the day included fe-
licitations and awards for jour-
nalists, some entertainment 
and an exchange of ideas be-
tween the ministers in atten-
dance at media-persons.

SummitTimes Consult-
ing Editor, Pema Wangchuk 
Dorjee, was conferred the 
Kanchenjunga Kalam Puras-
kar for the year 2017 while 
the Lagansheel Yuva Patra-
kar Samman was accorded 

to Associate Editor, Samay 
Dainik, Arjun Rai, for his over 
a decade long contribution to 
journalism in Sikkim. 

Two senior journalists, Rad-

ha Pradhan and Bhanuraj Tha-
pa were also felicitated today.

The function had Tourism 
Minister Ugen T Gyatso Bhut-
ia as chief guest accompanied 

by Information & Public Rela-
tions Minister, AK Ghatani, as 
the guest of honour.

In his address, Tourism 
Minister highlighted that 

journalists shoulder a big re-
sponsibility towards the so-
ciety, something that earned 
them accolades and brickbats. 
He also stressed that politi-
cians and journalists, the two 
arms of democracy, because 
they were also the closest 
and directly representative 
of the people, needed to work 
together, keeping check and 
complementing each other in 
equal measure for people to 
enjoy the best representation 
and accountability.

He congratulated jour-
nalists of the State for their 
continuous contributions to-
wards the State.

The Minister stated that 
the present government has 
provided a healthy environ-
ment for the development of 
journalism in the State and 
assured that the State govern-

ment will continuously extend 
full support and cooperation 
for the welfare of the journal-
ists and for the development of 
journalism in the State. 

Meanwhile, congratulating 
the journalists honored today, 
the IPR Minister urged them to 
continue with their good work 
and contributions towards the 
society. He also appreciated 
the efforts of the PCS for recog-
nising the contribution of jour-
nalists through such awards 
and felicitations.

Responding to issues 
placed by the PCS, the Minis-
ter assured to work on all is-
sues on priority basis.

The function started with 
the welcome address by PCS 
president, Bhim Rawat, and 
concluded with vote of thanks 
presented by PCS general sec-
retary, Puran Tamang.

Press Club of Sikkim turns 15 with felicitations and awards

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 A :

Rongyek Junior High 
School’s Golden Ju-

bilee celebration 2017 
which falls in the month 
of October began today 
with an inter-school foot-
ball tournament at Junior 
High School level.

Attending the pro-
gramme as chief guest 
was senior citizen of De-

chiling, TT Wangdi, along 
with Panchayat Secre-
tary-Rongyek, Rinzing 
Bhutia, general secre-
tary-Boys’ Football Club, 
Nima Thendup, Deputy 
Registrar-Co-operation 
Department, TT Bhutia, 
Golden Jubilee Celebra-
tion Committee, SMC 
members and the general 
public.

The inaugural match 

concluded with Rongyek 
scoring a win against 
Bhusuk 6-3.

The tournament that 
concludes on 12 Aug will 
have the participation 
of Junior High Schools 
namely Rongyek JHS, 
Lumsey JHS, Namong 
Arithang JHS, CS Rai JHS, 
4th Mile JHS, Bhusuk JHS, 
Burtuk JHS, Upper Syari 
JHS and Lingding JHS.

Rongyek JHS golden jubilee
celebrations begin

Cleanliness 
fortnight 
at Singtam 
School
SUMMIT REPORT
S , 03 A :

National Service Scheme 
(NSS) club and the stu-

dents of Singtam Senior Sec-
ondary School are observing 

Swachhata Pakhwada, a clean-
liness initiative which was 
kicked off from 01 Aug. The 
initiative which entered its 

third day today is scheduled to 
continue till 15 Aug. Through 
the fortnight-long campaign, 
students will organize clean-

liness drives in the school 
premises and throughout 
Singtam along with awareness 
programmes.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 A :

Interact Clubs from sev-
en schools of Gangtok 

namely West Point Senior 
Secondary School, Tashi 
Namgyal Academy, En-
chey SSS, Paljor Namgyal 
Girls’ School, Bojoghari 
SSS, Kye De Khang School 
and Tathangchen Second-
ary School visited Balika 
Niketan, an orphanage 
located at Metro Point 
in Tadong, on 02 Aug, a 
press release informs.

Members of the In-
teract Clubs actively par-
ticipated and interacted 
with the children of the 
home. They prepared 
food for the children and 
presented some statio-
nery, packed food items 
and toiletries to the chil-
dren. The initiative was 
supported by Sridevi 
Group of Institutes-Ban-

galore, the Director of the 
Institute, Raju V, was also 
present for the occasion. 

Installation of the 
Interact Club Council, 
Gangtok, was also held 
during the programme 
wherein Anmol Dewapa-
ti was nominated as the 
chairperson of the coun-
cil with Prakash Sundas 
as advisor.

Further, the Council 
includes seven members 
each from one school. 
Abishek Chettri from 
West Point SSS, Inal Rai 
from Kyi De Khang School, 
Mebal from PNG, Dolk-
er from TNA, Junnu from 
Enchey SSS, Syamul from 
Bojoghari SSS and Ganesh 
from Tathangchen SS have 
been selected as mem-
bers, the release adds.

A cultural programme 
was also presented by the 
children of Balika Niketan.

Interact Clubs of 7 schools
visit orphanage

Welfare 
Minister 
attends 
felicitation 
programme 
at Sumbuk 
Kartikey
S  R  
G , 03 A :
Welfare Minister Tulshi 
Devi Rai attended a felici-
tation cum health aware-
ness programme for se-
nior citizens organized 
by Sumbuk Kartikey GPU 
under Melli Constituency 
today. She was present 
as the chief guest for the 
programme, informs a 
press release.

On the day senior 
citizens of the GPU were 
felicitated and a health 
check-up of senior citi-
zens was also conducted 
by the PHSC under the 
Gram Panchayat. The 
Minister also distribut-
ed some schemes under 
Social Justice, Empower-
ment and Welfare Depart-
ment, adds the release.
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Since have time to spare, 
some random musings

There is trouble at Doklam. How things change. A 
decade ago, Sikkim’s border with China was the 

venue for a new beginning, rather a new introduction 
to Sino-Indian relations when trade across Nathula 
was resumed after a hiatus of over four decades. It 
was a signi icant development not only for the op-
portunities it opened up for Sikkim which continues 
to enjoy exclusive access to this border trade, but 
also for the immense shift it registered in how China 
viewed Sikkim. China, it may be recalled, has not rec-
ognized Sikkim’s merger with Sikkim and would con-
tinually record Sikkim as a separate country in all its 
maps. In 2006, when, following a pact between India 
and China, border trade was opened between Tibet-
an Autonomous Region of China and Sikkim, it was de 
facto acceptance of the merger. The thorn that China 
would occasionally twist in India’s side had been re-
moved. That was the case eleven years ago. The en-
gagement improved further when the Kailash–Mansa-
rovar Yatra was opened through Nathula as well. Then 
Doklam happened. And while this might have thrilled 
the hawks and reinforced their paranoid projections, 
it has re lected rather poorly on MEA’s preparedness 
and threatens to derail the gains Sikkim had made rid-
ing on the backs of the bonhomie that was coursing 
through Nathula.

This section has already spoken about the trou-
ble and the situation at Doklam and media across the 
country continues to generate commentary and anal-
ysis, so, this time, we change course and muse a bit, 
especially since Sikkim has a lot of time at its hands 
now, on the positives that this border was once preg-
nant with. Hopefully, that potential has not been ter-
minated and will resuscitate soon. 

There will be very few who support the Chinese 
system, but even fewer will be able to deny the busi-
ness acumen of Chinese people. Communist China 
may deny its people democracy as we know it, but 
there is no dearth of success stories born out of the 
free hand given to innovation and enterprise behind 
the bamboo curtain. China has also done what India 
ignored – played to its strengths. India made the mis-
take of launching into industrialization when it was 
agriculture that needed to be irmed up irst. The mi-
gration this shift in priorities triggered to urban areas 
is now manifesting in dwindling agricultural growth 
in the country. China on the other hand focused on 
agriculture and building commune lifestyles for half a 
century. Then, when it was time to open the economy, 
it played to its strengths again. The biggest [and at that 
perhaps the only] asset that China had was its captive 
[take a pun if you will] workforce. China became the 
developed world’s sweat-shop, the manufacturing 
backroom that produced anything on order, delivered 
on time and did it for a pittance. Dollars lowed in, in-
dustries came up. Now, China has switched to the next 
level. Just as its size was a current asset, China had its 
innovative skills and scienti ic institutions as strengths 
from posterity. This region after all gave the world pa-
per, gun powder and the concept of paper currency 
when Europe was still in medieval times. The country 
is now pushing research, its scientists were the irst 
to segregate the rice genome, research into cloning is 
big business in China now and the country is eyeing 
the IT sector which is why they want a direct link with 
Bangalore (again, the ethics is problematic, but that 
we will leave for another time).

Sikkim can learn from this template. In fact, it 
should. Just like India outpaced China ifty years ago, 
Sikkim was also much better placed than the neigh-
bouring Himalayan kingdoms of Bhutan and Nepal at 
that time. Somewhere along the way, the State stopped 
grooming its human resource in a planned manner. 
The State’s planners have already initiated an ambi-
tious skill-enhancement drive. What this move needs 
to be complemented with is serious introspection on 
what Sikkim has by way of assets in human resources, 
ecology, land etc. so that these assets can be worked to 
contribute to the economy. Hydel and tourism poten-
tial are too obvious; the planners need to look deeper. 
Sikkim has to look back, into history, and understand 
its traditional skills. A great repository of knowledge is 
getting lost and in reviving the connection Sikkim will 
not only save a way of life, but also gain economical-
ly. Biotechnology, herbal science, organic cultivation, 
high altitude survival, these are Sikkim’s traditional 
strengths and popular mantras of the modern world. 
Sikkim can either re-educate itself, or wait till some 
university student researching the topic arrives here 
to teach the Sikkimese the same and embarrass every-
one with the ignorance the State has grown so com-
fortable with.

MICHAEL GAVIN
theconversation.com

The thatched roof held back the sun’s rays, 
but it could not keep the tropical heat at 

bay. As everyone at the research workshop 
headed outside for a break, small groups 
splintered off to gather in the shade of co-
conut trees and enjoy a breeze. I wandered 
from group to group, joining in the discus-
sions. Each time, I noticed that the language 
of the conversation would change from an in-
digenous language to something they knew I 
could understand, Bislama or English. I was 
amazed by the ease with which the meeting’s 
participants switched between languages, 
but I was even more astonished by the num-
ber of different indigenous languages.

Thirty people had gathered for the 
workshop on this island in the South Pa-
ci ic, and all except for me came from the 
island, called Makelua, in the nation of Vanuatu. 
They lived in 16 different communities and spoke 
16 distinct languages.

In many cases, you could stand at the edge of 
one village and see the outskirts of the next com-
munity. Yet the residents of each village spoke com-
pletely different languages. According to recent 
work by my colleagues at the Max Planck Institute 
for the Science of Human History, this island, just 
100 kilometers long and 20 kilometers wide, is 
home to speakers of perhaps 40 different indige-
nous languages. Why so many?

We could ask this same question of the entire 
globe. People don’t speak one universal language, 
or even a handful. Instead, today our species collec-
tively speaks over 7,000 distinct languages.

And these languages are not spread randomly 
across the planet. For example, far more languages are 
found in tropical regions than in the temperate zones. 
The tropical island of New Guinea is home to over 
900 languages. Russia, 20 times larger, has 105 indig-
enous languages. Even within the tropics, language 
diversity varies widely. For example, the 250,000 
people who live on Vanuatu’s 80 islands speak 110 
different languages, but in Bangladesh, a population 
600 times greater speaks only 41 languages.

Why is it that humans speak so many languag-
es? And why are they so unevenly spread across 
the planet? As it turns out, we have few clear an-
swers to these fundamental questions about how 
humanity communicates.

SOME IDEAS, BUT LITTLE EVIDENCE
Most people can easily brainstorm possible an-
swers to these intriguing questions. They hypothe-
size that language diversity must be about history, 
cultural differences, mountains or oceans dividing 
populations, or old squabbles writ large – “we hat-
ed them, so we don’t talk to them.”

The questions also seem like they should be fun-
damental to many academic disciplines – linguis-
tics, anthropology, human geography. But, starting 
in 2010, when our diverse team of researchers 
from six different disciplines and eight different 
countries began to review what was known, we 
were shocked that only a dozen previous studies 
had been done, including one we ourselves com-
pleted on language diversity in the Paci ic.

These prior efforts all examined the degree 
to which different environmental, social and geo-
graphic variables correlated with the number of 
languages found in a given location. The results 

varied a lot from one study to another, and no clear 
patterns emerged. The studies also ran up against 
many methodological challenges, the biggest of 
which centered on the old statistical adage – cor-
relation does not equal causation.

We wanted to know the exact steps that led to so 
many languages forming in certain places and so few 
in others. But previous work provided few robust the-
ories on the speci ic processes involved, and the meth-
ods used did not get us any closer to understanding 
the causes of language diversity patterns. For example, 
previous studies pointed out that at lower latitudes 
languages are often spoken across smaller areas than 
at higher latitudes. You can it more languages into a 
given area the closer you get to the equator. But this 
result does not tell us much about the processes that 
create language diversity. Just because a group of peo-
ple crosses an imaginary latitudinal line on the map 
doesn’t mean they’ll automatically divide into two dif-
ferent populations speaking two different languages. 
Latitude might be correlated with language diversity, 
but it certainly did not create it.

CAN A SIMPLE MODEL PREDICT REALITY?
A better way to identify the causes of particular pat-
terns is to simulate the processes we think might be 
creating them. The closer the model’s products are to 
the reality we know exists, the greater the chances 
are that we understand the actual processes at work.

Two members of our group, ecologists Thiago 
Rangel and Robert Colwell, had developed this simu-
lation modeling technique for their studies of species 
diversity patterns. But no one had ever used this ap-
proach to study the diversity of human populations. 
We decided to explore its potential by irst building a 
simple model to test the degree to which a few basic 
processes might explain language diversity patterns 
in just one part of the globe, the continent of Australia. 

Our colleague Claire Bowern, a linguist at Yale 
University, created a map that shows the diversity 
of aboriginal languages – a total of 406 – found in 
Australia prior to contact with Europeans. There 
were far more languages in the north and along the 
coasts, with relatively few in the desert interior. We 
wanted to see how closely a model, based on a sim-
ple set of processes, could match this geographic 
pattern of language diversity.

Second, rainfall will limit the number of people 
that can live in a place; Our model assumed that peo-
ple would live in higher densities in areas where it 
rained more. Annual precipitation varies widely in 
Australia, from over three meters in the northeastern 
rainforests to one-tenth of a meter in the Outback.

Third, we assumed that human popula-
tions have a maximum size. Ideal group size 
is a trade-off between bene its of a larger 
group (wider selection of potential mates) 
and costs (keeping track of unrelated indi-
viduals). In our model, when a population 
grew larger than a maximum threshold – set 
randomly based on a global distribution of 
hunter-gatherer population sizes – it divid-
ed into two populations, each speaking a 
distinct language.

We used this model to simulate language 
diversity maps for Australia. In each iter-
ation, an initial population sprung up ran-
domly somewhere on the map and began 
to grow and spread in a random direction. 
An underlying rainfall map determined the 
population density, and when the popula-
tion size hit the predetermined maximum, 
the group divided. In this way, the simulat-

ed human populations grew and divided as they 
spread to ill up the entire Australian continent.

Our simple model didn’t include any impact 
from contact among groups, changes in subsis-
tence strategies, the effects of the borrowing of cul-
tural ideas or components of language from nearby 
groups, or many other potential processes. So, we 
expected it would fail miserably.

Incredibly, the model produced 407 languages, 
just one off from the actual number.

The simulated language maps also show more 
languages in the north and along the coasts, and 
less in the dry regions of central Australia, mirror-
ing the geographic patterns in observed language 
diversity.

And so for the continent of Australia it appears 
that a small number of factors – limitations rainfall 
places on population density and limits on group 
size – might explain both the number of languages 
and much of the variation in how many languages 
are spoken in different locations. 

APPLYING THE MODEL ELSEWHERE
But we suspect that the patterns of language di-
versity in other places may be shaped by different 
factors and processes. In other locations, such as 
Vanuatu, rainfall levels do not vary as widely as in 
Australia, and population densities may be shaped 
by other environmental conditions.

Undoubtedly, a wide variety of social and envi-
ronmental factors and processes have contributed 
to the patterns in language diversity we see across 
the globe. In some places topography, climate or 
the density of key natural resources may be more 
critical; in others the history of warfare, political 
organization or the subsistence strategies of differ-
ent groups may play a bigger role in shaping group 
boundaries and language diversity patterns. What 
we have established for now is a template for a 
method that can be used to uncover the different 
processes at work in each location.

Language diversity has played a key role in 
shaping the interactions of human groups and the 
history of our species, and yet we know surpris-
ingly little about the factors shaping this diversity. 
We hope other scientists will become as fascinated 
by the geography of language diversity as our re-
search group is and join us in the search for under-
standing why humans speak so many languages.

[the writer is Associate Professor 
of Human Dimensions of Natural Re-

sources, Colorado State University]

MIRZA ZULFIQUR RAHMAN
theconversation.com

A derelict border crossing steeped in history cuts 
across the rolling mountain ranges from India 

to Myanmar. It is at the junction of three distinct 
geographical regions: the Eastern Himalayas; the 
verdant loodplains fed by the Brahmaputra river; 
and the Patkai hills. This route meanders towards 
the Chindwin river, the largest tributary of the Ir-
rawaddy, which de ines the plains of Myanmar.

The Pangsau Pass stands at this border crossing 
between India and Myanmar, bearing witness to 
waves of migrations over the centuries. Across the 
Pangsau Pass, in the Sagaing region of present-day 
Myanmar, lies Pangsau village.

The residents there are a mix of ethnic Bamars, 
mainly considered Burmese (the dominant eth-
nic group in Myanmar), ethnic Tangsa Nagas who 
also inhabit parts of the Indian state of Arunachal 
Pradesh, and some other Eastern Naga tribes.

The nearest proper town inside Myanmar from 
the village is about 60km away. It is connected by 
a dirt road, the old Stilwell Road, which is now al-
most inaccessible during the rainy season.

At Pangsau Pass, every Friday is designated as 
“Burma Day”, when the villagers can cross to India. 
They visit the market in Nampong to buy essential 
items for the week. Some people cross on foot, oth-
ers on rickety motorbikes.

Indian citizens are allowed to visit Pangsau vil-
lage on the 10th, 20th and 30th day of every month, 
on what are known as “India Days”. Most Indian 
visitors are tourists, and there is a market held in 
Pangsau village on these days. 

The Arunachal Pradesh state government and 
the local market coordination committee decide on 
these access days in consultation with the Indian 
Army, which patrols the border. Pangsau market 
sells a host of local Burmese products and vege-
tables, and there are local eateries with Burmese 

delicacies. These are mostly local leafy vegetables 
with sticky rice and rice noodle soups.

Burmese sticky rice is very popular among the 
border communities in India. Many Indian tourists 
also visit the Lake of No Return, where several Al-
lied Forces warplanes crashed during World War II.

Men roam in longyi (male attire), trying to sell 
their products. Women and children wear bright 
patches of thanaka on their faces, a yellowish-white 
cosmetic paste, made from ground bark, a common 
sight in Myanmar.

The Stilwell Road was constructed under the 
leadership of General Joseph Stilwell of the US 
Army between 1942-45. It began in Ledo, Assam, 
and ended in Kunming, in the southwestern prov-
ince of Yunnan in China, spanning 1736 kilometres.

This provided an alternative route for Chinese 
soldiers ighting the invading Japanese during the 
concluding stages of the war.

The section of the road that links India and Myan-
mar has been disused ever since the war ended, and 
is described by the Chinese as “barely useable”.

But the origins of the route go back long before 
Joseph Stilwell. This was the way Chaolung Suka-
pha, the irst Ahom king, entered the plains of As-
sam in 1228 AD. He established the Ahom kingdom 
(1228-1826), which began a period of stability and 
prosperity in present-day Assam. Several waves of 
migration happened after that, and they included 
the six major Tai groups of Assam. The Singphos 
have also used the route for centuries.

The many ethnic groups of the region have this 
route etched in their collective imaginations. The 
Tai-Phakey community, which numbers about 2,000 
people in Assam, migrated from Hukawng Valley in 
Myanmar through the Pangsau Pass. They have man-
aged to preserve the old form of Tai language, and 
medieval scriptures in their Budhhist monastery.

According to several members of the community 
that I met during ieldwork, they have been able to 

preserve their cultural and linguistic heritage be-
cause the closed borders make them feel isolated 
from their culture. So they preserve all they have left. 

As you approach Ledo, a huge billboard an-
nounces the beginning of the Stilwell Road to Kun-
ming, installed by a former Assam minister.

This is indicative of the shared aspirations of 
the people of this region to open up to Myanmar 
and southwest China. The Pangsau Pass Win-
ter Festival, held intermittently over the past few 
years, has also demonstrated strong cultural links 
across the region.

The main rationale for re-opening the road is con-
necting people across these shared borders, along 
with the exchange of ideas and goods. But there is less 
interest shown by the Indian government.

The presence of several insurgent groups in 
northeast India deters New Delhi from restoring the 
road. Some Indian insurgent groups are based across 
this border in Myanmar, with active cross-bor-
der operations. The Kachin insurgency against the 
Myanmar government is also based there.

China has shown interest in opening up the 
route, but India’s hesitation is also based on the fact 
that some part of it involves the contested territo-
ry of Arunachal Pradesh. Boundary talks between 
India and China about the status of Arunachal 
Pradesh have been going on for years now, with 19 
rounds of talks completed in 2016.

It may be complicated, but it is imperative for 
both New Delhi and Yangon to work towards open-
ing up the road, given China’s continued strategic 
engagement in the Kachin region of Myanmar.

A joint development of these borderlands, 
which have historically been hubs of migration 
and exchange, will augur well for the region as 
a whole.

[the writer is Researcher in International 
Relations and Politics, Development Studies and 

Borders, Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati]

The abandoned route through India, Myanmar and
China: why the Stilwell Road should be restored

Why do human beings speak so many languages?

People currently speak 7,000 languages around the globe.
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SUDIPTA CHANDA
S , 03 A :

Never before was the man 
questioned on his com-

mitment and performance. 
Unusually for him, he is being 
hauled over the coals now for 
lack of performance! India’s 
living God, Sachin Tendulkar 
is back in the news, but for all 
the wrong reasons.

Questions are being 
raised on the justi ication of 
his Rajya Sabha nomination 
given the cricket icon’s poor 
attendance in the country’s 
upper house. Sadly, for once 
Tendulkar, who had extricat-
ed the country from many 
tight spots through sheer ap-
plication during his cricket-
ing days, has no answers.

Former President Prati-
bha Patil had approved Ten-

dulkar’s nomination to the 
Rajya Sabha in 2012 on the 
recommendations of the UPA 
II government, which was 
welcomed with open arms by 

the Opposition.
But, the going has not 

been smooth thereafter for 
the former cricketing super-
star. If accounts of reports 

dating back to April are tak-
en into consideration, Sachin 
had till then attended Rajya 
Sabha only 23 out of the 348 
days since his nomination in 

2012.
He was of course passive-

ly present in Rajya Sabha on 
Tuesday following questions 
on the continued absence of 
nominated members in Par-
liament by Samajwadi Party 
MP Naresh Agarwal.

Going by that same report 
of April collated by Factly.in, 
a data journalism portal, the 
expenditure incurred on Ten-
dulkar till then in salary and 
expenses was Rs 58.8 lakh. 
A hefty sum by any stan-
dard with nothing to show in 
terms of outcome.

When Sachin’s bat spoke 
a positive energy spread 
across the country and when 
he speaks people listen at-
tentively. No one will forget 
his emotional speech while 
bidding farewell to interna-

tional cricket. Prior to that 
and after, his mature answers 
to questions were never by 
rote or frivolous.

And so, the master blaster 
had the opportunity of being 
heard in Rajya Sabha and by 
extension the country had he 
been an active participant. 
His suggestions on how to 
develop the country’s sports 
infrastructure and provide 
more opportunity to the na-
tion’s youth would have been 
nuggets of gold.  

He could have also been 
instrumental in improving 
the country’s sports bud-
get, minimizing corruption 
in the sports world, brought 
in more corporate social re-
sponsibility to expand sports 
culture to the rural areas and 
helped bring a more pro-

fessional approach towards 
sports in general. But, he 
chose to remain aloof.

For countless of Sachin’s 
admirers it is depressing to 
hear that a section of poli-
ticians is calling for Sachin 
to resign from Rajya Sabha 
if he is not serious about his 
parliamentary obligations. 
To most, Sachin can do no 
wrong. But, that probably 
was restricted to the cricket 
ield. Life is different where 

even the gods face questions.
However, Tendulkar can 

take heart from one direc-
tion. His is not the worst 
performance in terms of 
attendance in the Rajya 
Sabha. Film actress Rekha 
eclipses him with only 12 
days’ attendance so far also 
since 2012.

When even gods face questions and have no answers

buying, he said.
That apart, new crop 

from kharif season of 
2017-18 is also expected 
to be less, as acreage is 
seen down by 30-40 per 
cent in states, especial-
ly in Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra 
due to less and late rains 
besides low prices ruling 
at the time of sowing.

The arrival of early 

kharif crop has begun in 
Andhra Pradesh. But, the 
full swing arrival of khar-
if crop would begin from 
September onwards. Till 
then, the pressure on 
availability and prices 
would continue, agri-ex-
perts added.

About 30-40 per cent 
of the country’s total 
production comes from 
the Kharif season and the 
rest from rabi season.

Wholesale onion price soars 
to Rs 25/kg at Lasalgaon

phase will start at 10:52 
pm. The partial eclipse 
ends at 12:48 am while 
the penumbral eclipse 
ends at 2:20 am on Au-
gust 8.

A penumbral lunar 
eclipse occurs when the 
Sun, the Earth, and the 
Moon align in an almost 
straight line.

In this scenario, the 
Earth blocks some of the 
Sun’s light from directly 
reaching the Moon’s sur-
face and covers all or part 
of the Moon with the out-
er part of its shadow, also 
known as the penumbra.

“The interesting 
thing about lunar eclipse 
timings is that anywhere 
on Earth from where the 
Moon is visible during 
eclipse, the time will be 
the same. This is in con-
trast to a solar eclipse 
in which the timings of 
the contacts change as 
the location changes on 
Earth,” Rathnashree said.

Also, the US and Cana-
da can view the total solar 
eclipse, but cannot see the 
lunar eclipse. The Nehru 
Planetarium will be set-
ting up telescopes to help 
visitors observe the Moon 
before the eclipse and 
the partial phases of the 
eclipse, at the Teen Murti 
lawns from 9 pm on Mon-
day night.

Lunar 
eclipse on 
Aug 7 to be 
visible...

N  D , A  3 
(PTI): A delegation 
of village chiefs of 
Nagaland met Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi here today and 
extended support to 
the Naga peace process, 
which they hoped 

would be taken to its 
logical conclusion.

The 15-member dele-
gation from the Nagaland 
GB (Gaon Burahs) Feder-
ation told the prime min-
ister that all civil society 
organisations and tribes 
have stated their desire 

for peace, the PMO said 
in a statement.

The Nagaland GB 
Federation is a body of 
village chieftains of all 
the Naga villages.

The members of the 
delegation expressed 
their wholehearted sup-

port to the prime min-
ister for the Naga peace 
process, the statement 
said.

They also expressed 
the hope that Prime Min-
ister Modi would take 
this process to its logical 
conclusion, it added.

Modi said he was hap-
py to receive the delega-
tion and to note that they 
came with a message of 
peace, the PMO said.

The prime minister 
thanked them for their 
words of appreciation 
and support.

Naga village chiefs meet PM,
support peace process

N  D , A  3 
(PTI): The BJP today 
asked the West Bengal 
government to shun use 
of force in the tense Dar-
jeeling, saying the crisis 
there could not be re-
solved through bullet.

Union minister S 
S Ahluwalia, who rep-
resents the hilly region 
in the Lok Sabha, also 
sought a “high-level” 
probe into the alleged 
police iring in Darjeeling 
in which three protesters 
were killed, calling it “un-
pardonable”.

Addressing a press 
conference in which 
he was accompanied 
by members of the 
Gorkhaland Movement 
Coordination Commit-
tee (GMCC), Ahluwalia 
also expressed hope that 
peace will be restored 
there before August 15.

“The crisis in Darjeel-
ing cannot be resolved 
through bullet. Repres-

sive measures and brutal-
ities of police are not the 
solution,” he said, making 
an appeal to the state’s 
Trinamool Congress gov-
ernment and the GMCC 
for bringing peace and 
ending violence.

This 50-day long cri-
sis can only be resolved 
through political dialogue 
and for that peace was 
needed to be restored 
in the town, he said, re-
questing GMCC members 
to end their fast and call 
off their strike.

“Gorkhas are known 
for their honesty and 
loyalty for the country. 
They never hesitate in 
sacri icing their life for 
the nation. So I would 
also request them to call 
off their fast and end the 
strike,” Ahluwalia said.

As the MP of Darjeel-
ing, he will submit a mem-
orandum on behalf of the 
GMCC to the prime minis-
ter and the home minister.

Shun use of force 
in Darjeeling: BJP

to Bengal govt
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S . L  (USA), A  3 (PTI): 
Five-time world champion 
Viswanathan Anand played 
out an easy draw with neme-
sis Hikaru Nakamura of United 
States to kickstart his campaign 
in the Sinque ield Cup, a part of 
the Grand Chess tour.

Among the chess elite, Na-
kamura has troubled Anand like 
no one else in classical chess in 
the past few years and the Indian 
decided not to go for the blood 
despite his white pieces. The end 
result was a rather dull draw.

For the records, it was the 
Anti-Berlin by Anand and Na-
kamura had little troubles in 
equalising. The American tried 
to make some headway in the 
centre but Anand gave nothing 
away and it was a balanced po-
sition when the two players de-
cided to repeat and signed peace 
after 30 moves.

It was an otherwise lively 
start to the super tournament 
as the irst round witnessed as 
many as three decisive games.

The four Russian speak-
ing Grandmasters were pitted 
against each other and that itself 
provided the major share of de-

cisive results in the opener.
Sergey Karjakin was a class 

act against compatriot Peter 
Svidler, while Levon Aronian of 
Armenia continued with his ex-
cellent form to beat Russian Ian 
Nepomniachtchi.

French Grandmaster Max-
ime Vachier-Lagrave landed a 
crushing blow to the aspirations 
of Wesley So of United States 
while the much followed game 
between American Fabiano 
Caruana and World Champion 
Magnus Carlsen of Norway end-
ed in a draw.

Vachier-Lagrave, Karjakin 

and Aronian emerged as the 
early leaders in the 10-player 
round-robin tournament while 
Anand, Nakamura, Carlsen and 
Caruana share the fourth spot 
on a half point each.

Svidler, Nepomniachtchi and 
Wesley So are at the bottom in 
the USD 300000 prize money 
tournament.

Aronian seems to be carry-
ing on from where he left. The 
Armenian has won the last two 
super tournaments he played in 
and it seems he is not done yet 
for the year.

The Armenian played an idea 

that his opponent had prepared 
in the English opening and got 
a small advantage in the early 
stages of the middle game.

Nepomniachtchi just could 
not handle the consistent pres-
sure thereafter and succumbed 
in just 29 moves.

Vachier-Lagrave bene ited 
from the time pressure on Wesley 
So. The endgame that arose after 
an intense battle was slightly bet-
ter for the Frenchman but the lat-
ter blundered on the 40th move 
to hand the point in a platter.

Karjakin was precise in his 
execution against Svidler. A sol-
id-looking middle game sudden-
ly had wild complexities wherein 
Karjakin came up with a smart 
exchange sacri ice to tighten the 
noose. Svidler fought on but it 
did not yield much success.

Results round 1: V Anand 
(Ind) drew with Hikaru Na-
kamura (USA); Fabiano Caru-
ana (USA) drew with Magnus 
Carlsen (Nor); Maxime Vachi-
er-Lagrave (Fra) beat Wesley 
S0 (USA); Sergey Karjakin (Rus) 
beat Peter Svidler (Rus); Levon 
Aronian (Arm) beat Ian Nepom-
niachtchi (Rus).

Anand draws with Nakamura
in Sinque ield opener

L , A  3 (PTI): 
The Uttar Pradesh Con-
gress has started the 
‘state bank of tomato’, 
with facilities like easy 
loans for buying toma-
toes, attractive interest 
rates on its deposit and 
locker facility, as a novel 
way to protest the soar-
ing price of the vegetable.

The ‘bank’, which is 
being operated from the 
Youth Congress of ice at 
Mall Avenue in the state 
capital, has today, on the 
second day of the pro-
test, got some 18 buyers 
and is evoking keen in-
terest among the people.

Former party spokes-
person Anshu Awas-
thi, who is leading the 
campaign as the ‘bank’s 
chief manager’, said they 
have some interesting 
schemes like doubling 
the tomatoes deposited 
with it, 80 per cent loans 
for buying the vegetable 
especially for the poor.

“Seeing the response, 
we have started another 
‘branch’ in Aliganj here... 
We got some 11 kg of to-
matoes deposited with 
us and have given away 
one-and-a-half kg on 
loan in which the buyer 
will be paying back in in-
stalments of Rs 10 each,” 
Awasthi said.

Some shopkeepers 
are depositing tomatoes 
with us, he said adding 
the ‘bank’ will operate 
from 10 am to 5 pm.

“The idea is not just 
to lodge protest but also 
to create awareness 
among the people about 
the soaring price of the 
vegetable,” he said.

Party spokesperson 
Dwijendra Tripathi said 
this is a form of protest 
against the soaring pric-
es of tomatoes and to 
draw attention on the 
hardship faced by the 
common people because 
of it.

Easy loans from
‘state bank of tomato’,

courtesy UP Cong

KJM VARMA
B , A  3 (PTI): 
China’s rapidly increas-
ing old age population 
has reached 230.8 mil-
lion or 10.8 per cent of 
the total population by 
the end of last year, ac-
cording to of icial igures 
released today.

China had more than 
230.8 million people 
aged 60 or above, 16.7 
per cent of the total pop-
ulation, at the end of 
2016, the Ministry of Civ-
il Affairs said.

Of the 230.8 million, 
150.03 million were 65 
or above, or 10.8 per cent 
of the total population, 
according to a report re-
leased by the ministry.

By international stan-
dards, a country or re-
gion is considered to be 
an “ageing society” when 
the number of people 
aged 60 or above reaches 
10 per cent or more.

China’s old age pop-
ulation above 60 years 
will reach 255 million 
by 2020 putting heavy 

stress on geriatric care 
services, China’s plan-
ning body said earlier.

Bracing for the de-
mographic crisis China 
last year relaxed the four 
decades old one child 
policy by permitting two 
children for couples.

The ministry said 
China has 140,000 nurs-
ing homes holding a total 
of more than 7.3 million 
beds at the end of 2016, 
with a year-on-year in-
crease of 20.7 per cent 
and 8.6 per cent respec-
tively. However, there are 
only 31.6 beds for every 
1,000 senior citizens.

According to the re-
port, China had about 
460,000 orphans at 
the end of 2016, with 
88,000 living in govern-
ment-funded agencies, 
with the rest being cared 
for by relatives or private 
orphanages.

Some 19,000 Chinese 
orphans were adopted 
by domestic or overseas 
families in 2016, the min-
istry said.

China’s old age
population crosses 230

million in 2016

SUMMIT REPORT
N , 03 A :

Dil-Karma Memorial 
state level women’s 

football tournament and 
Chitra Laxmi Memorial 
men’s football tournament, 

organized by Temi Nam-
phing Independence Day 
Celebration Committee, 
kicked off today at Temi 
Senior Secondary School 
ground in South Sikkim.

Minister for Roads 

& Bridges Department, 
GM Gurung, attended the 
event as chief guest.

The irst women’s 
match was held between 
Temi SSS and Dentam 
Rising Star while Temi 

Tea Estate played against 
Temi SSS in the men’s 
tournament. Dentam Ris-
ing Star won the wom-
en’s match by 5-1 and 
Temi Tea Estate won the 
men’s match by 3-2.

I-Day football tourney kicks off at Temi

12 
teams to 
participate 
in I-Day 
football 
tourney at 
Singtam 
YOGEN THATAL
S , 03 A :

To commemorate the 
71st Independence 

Day, the Independence 
Day Celebration Com-
mittee of Singtam is or-
ganizing Late Laxuman 
Pradhan Memorial Open 
Football which will com-
mence from 04 Aug here 
at Golitar football ground 
in Singtam, East Sikkim.

Twelve teams from in 
and around Singtam in-
cluding home team, JVC 
Football Club of Singtam, 
will be participating in 
the tourney.

In the opening match 
on 04 Aug, JVC Sing-
tam will play against 
Sumin FC. The pro-
gramme will be attend-
ed by Parliamentary 
Secretary-cum-MLA of 
Arithang, Shyam Prad-
han, as chief guest.

The cash prize for the 
tourney this year is Rs 
70,000 and Rs 40,000 for 
the winner and the run-
ners up, respectively.

The tournament 
will also feature an in-
ter-school boys and girls 
football tournament 
which will commence 
from 06 Aug.

Opp to move 
privilege 
motions 
against 
Swaraj in RS 
tomorrow
N  D , A  3 
(PTI): Opposition par-
ties will tomorrow move 
privilege motions against 
External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj in the 
Rajya Sabha for allegedly 
misinforming the House 
on India’s foreign policy.

According to sources, 
leaders of different po-
litical parties will move 
two privilege motions 
against Swaraj for al-
legedly “providing wrong 
information on the Band-
ung Asia Africa relations 
conference and about 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s Lahore visit in 
2015”.

The sources said that 
while Swaraj claimed 
that she had not deliv-
ered any speech in the 
Bandung conference, the 
opposition parties have 
downloaded a purported 
speech and will attach it 
as proof.

The second privilege is 
for allegedly “misinform-
ing the House on Modi’s 
2015 Lahore visit, claim-
ing that there was no ter-
ror incident after that”.

The opposition, how-
ever, seeks to differ say-
ing the Pathankot terror 
attack happened imme-
diately after Modi’s visit 
and there were ive other 
incidents after that too.

Incidentally, the is-
sue was raised in the 
Rajya Sabha today with 
Congress leader Anand 
Sharma and Trinamool 
leader Derek O’ Brien 
saying that Swaraj had 
delivered her speech at 
Bandung despite claims 
to the contrary.

N  D , A  3 (PTI): 
The Opposition today ac-
cused the government 
of having no stable for-
eign policy and asked it 
to spell out its roadmap 
to deal China amid the 
border stand-off which 
it wanted to be resolved 
diplomatically.

During a discussion 

on “India’s foreign pol-
icy and engagement 
with strategic partners” 
in the Rajya Sabha, the 
Opposition parties said 
they are with the gov-
ernment in the face of 
“unusually aggressive” 
position adopted by 
China but wanted the 
country to be strength-

ened further militarily 
to ward off any threat.

The Opposition par-
ties also accused the gov-
ernment of spoiling rela-
tions with the neighbours 
and felt that India should 
not be isolated in the pro-
cess of isolating Pakistan.

“As we engage with 
our partner countries, 

please ensure that there 
is balance. We should 
ensure that we engage 
with all of them. But we 
should ensure that there 
is strategic balance,” said 
Congress leader Anand 
Sharma while initiating 
the discussion.

Sharma, former Min-
ister of State for External 

Oppn asks govt to spell roadmap on dealing with China
Affairs, said there should 
be no dilution or devia-
tion from the country’s 
laid down foreign policy.

Referring to the bor-
der stand-off with China, 
he said the neigbouring 
country is being “un-
usually aggressive” and 
the “doors of diplomacy 
seem to be closing”.

“When it comes to 
country’s national inter-
ests, we stand as one and 
there is no division. It is 
clear...Diplomacy must 
be given a chance. We be-
lieve in making all possi-
ble diplomatic channels 
to de-escalate the situa-
tion on borders,” he said.

“De-escalation does 
not mean retreat. It is 
safeguarding India’s in-
terest,” he said.

Targeting Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, 
Sharma said he had 
“not uttered a word” 
on what he has talked 
with Chinese President 
Xi Jingping during their 
meetings in Astana (Ka-
zakhstan) and Hamburg 
(Germany).

“It is his (PM’s) duty 
to tell us. He cannot re-
main silent on matters 
of India’s sensitive inter-
ests,” he said

Sharma also noted 
that National Security 
Adviser Ajit Doval had 
visited China recently 
and wondered whether 
after that “a window has 
opened that this stand-
off would be resolved.”



7SummitTIMES | 04 August 2017ElseWhere

MIZORAM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR BENEFIT MORNING

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:03/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 98J 48232
   (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 48232 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
01184 01587 16328 30932 35422
44455 46933 59077 80390 91132
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
00837 08923 12014 17125 21028
55998 59011 74118 78609 92420
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0799 2660 4537 5242 6056 6138 7282 8681 9072 9683
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1113 1225 2754 3276 3517 4558 4920 4988 7914 8617
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0049 0092 0204 0563 0664 0711 0891 0927 0973 1062
1162 1179 1387 1461 1490 1558 1583 1643 1818 2204
2214 2228 2260 2325 2444 2461 2581 2678 2696 2726
2830 2847 3060 3136 3539 3597 3664 3691 3853 3962
4146 4162 4294 4487 4533 4565 4613 4636 4696 4741
4817 5039 5327 5458 5656 5830 6485 6547 6548 6563
6590 6671 6677 6750 6811 6837 6927 6991 7084 7188
7394 7536 7706 8112 8144 8179 8251 8287 8345 8364
8499 8591 8679 8783 8849 8852 8861 8926 8944 8975
9085 9087 9174 9234 9237 9584 9615 9799 9900 9961
Issued by: 
The Director, Mizoram State Lotteries,
For results please visit: www.mizoramlotteries.com

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR KIND

Draw No:1 DrawDate on:03/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 84J 12086
   (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 12086 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
35169 39232 59506 61415 63884
69050 73062 88831 91001 94759
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
06393 17347 17386 48216 54366
65018 83308 85703 89821 94296
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
1722 2200 3238 3585 4431 5993 6083 6630 7537 8405
5th Prize Rs.500/-
1392 1556 2602 3033 3809 4950 6133 7100 8666 8757
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0037 0167 0190 0203 0423 0662 0708 0881 1337 1581
1721 1733 1784 1804 1904 2088 2132 2137 2215 2305
2339 2652 2665 2774 2796 2836 2978 3100 3160 3253
3319 3381 3470 3471 3539 3580 3650 3779 3810 3837
3854 3891 3915 3957 3962 3978 4397 4418 4500 4586
4640 4763 4779 4781 4822 4845 4993 5204 5250 5428
5634 5665 5759 5772 5842 5862 5888 6149 6288 6453
6659 6687 6815 6845 6920 7276 7316 7415 7669 7674
7695 7778 8007 8241 8529 8799 8824 8832 8840 8877
8935 8987 9000 9049 9209 9288 9310 9371 9539 9825
Issued by:
The Director, Sikkim State Lotteries,Gangtok
please visit: www.sikkimlotteries.com

NAGALAND STATE LOTTERIES
DEAR FALCON EVENING

Draw Time : 8:00 pm onward
Draw No:1 DrawDate on:03/08/17
1st Prize Rs.61 Lakhs/- 95D 41982
     (Including Super Prize Amt)
Cons. Prize Rs.8,000/- 41982 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9500/-
14365 29639 35585 35911 42496
46311 47589 57978 77331 92568
3rd Prize  Rs.9000/-
07898 16307 23437 49227 60085
69326 74286 84026 87167 95509
4th Prize Rs.1000/-
0669 2828 3279 3426 4559 7107 7180 7314 8121 9590
5th Prize Rs.500/-
2725 5689 5819 6540 7055 7827 7986 8257 8984 9246
6th Prize Rs.250/-
0063 0110 0160 0230 0413 0454 0456 0463 0707 0854
1064 1161 1277 1362 1507 1508 1622 1642 1717 1766
1791 1822 1884 2044 2056 2101 2227 2242 2243 2283
2289 2321 2328 2409 2507 2525 2787 2829 2940 3027
3202 3496 3749 4184 4285 4291 4475 4539 4570 4573
4670 4740 4779 5037 5061 5099 5126 5212 5250 5450
5489 5647 5711 5737 5748 5887 5890 6036 6063 6349
6359 6366 6451 6581 6756 6876 7029 7169 7304 7392
7478 7576 7612 7622 7775 7788 7942 8031 8062 8486
8724 8795 8850 9115 9677 9682 9858 9863 9902 9990
Issued by:
The Director,Nagaland State Lotteries,Kohima,Nagaland
For Result,Please Visit : www.nagalandlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE

Anthyesthyi Kriya
The Anthyesthyi Kriya of 
Laxmi Rai, who left for 
heavenly abode on 01 
August, falls on Sunday, 
06 August. All relatives, 
friends and well wishers are 
requested to join us to offer 
prayers for the departed 

soul at our residence at Sangeeta Cottage 
at Burtuk.

Leena Rai (elder daughter in law), Sandhya 
and Renu Bahadur Thapa (daughter and son in 
law), Subhash and Bina Rai (son and daughter 

in law), Sangeeta and Rinchen Pakhrin (daugh-
ter and son in law), Midas, Aanchal, Abhinav, 
Kenja, Kevin, Kaiaa and Cleon (grandchildren)

LALIT K JHA 
W , A  3 (PTI): 
US President Donald Trump 
has endorsed a legislation 
that would drastically cut the 
number of legal immigrants 
allowed into the country and 
implement “merit-based” visa 
scheme which could bene it 
highly-educated and technol-
ogy professionals from coun-
tries like India.

The Reforming American 
Immigration for Strong Employ-
ment (RAISE) Act would scrap 
the current lottery system to get 
into the US and instead institute 
a points-based system for earn-
ing a Green Card.

Factors that would be 
taken into account include 
English language skills, edu-
cation, high-paying job offers 
and age.

If passed by the Congress 
and signed into law, the legis-
lation could bene it highly-ed-
ucated people and technology 
professionals from countries 
like India.

“The RAISE Act will re-
duce poverty, increase wages, 
and save taxpayers billions 
and billions of dollars. It will 
do this by changing the way 
the US issues Green Cards to 
nationals from other coun-
tries. Green Cards provide 

permanent residency, work 
authorisation, and fast track 
to citizenship,” Trump said 
at a White House event to 
announce his support to the 
RAISE Act.

The bill, Trump said, 
“would represent the most 
signi icant reform to our im-
migration system in half a 
century.” 

Standing along with two 
top authors of the bill -- Sen-
ators Tom Cotton and David 
Perdue -- Trump said the 
RAISE Act ends chain migra-
tion and replaces the low-
skilled system with a new 
points-based system for re-
ceiving a Green Card. This 
competitive application pro-
cess will favour applicants 
who can speak English, i-
nancially support themselves 
and their families and demon-

strate skills that will contrib-
ute to our economy, he said.

The RAISE Act prevents 
new migrants and new immi-
grants from collecting welfare 
and protects US workers from 
being displaced, he added.

“That’s a very big thing. 
They’re not going to come in 
and just immediately go and 
collect welfare. That doesn t 
happen under the RAISE Act. 
They can’t do that. Crucially, 
the Green Card reforms in the 
RAISE Act will give American 
workers a pay raise by reducing 
unskilled immigration,” he said.

“It has not been fair to our 
people, to our citizens, to our 
workers,” Trump said of the 
current immigration system.

Trump said this legislation 
will not only restore America’s 
competitive edge in the 21st 
century, but it will restore the 

sacred bonds of trust between 
America and its citizens.

“This legislation demon-
strates our compassion for 
struggling American families 
who deserve an immigration 
system that puts their needs 
irst and that puts America 
irst,” he said.

Noting that the current 
system is “an obsolete disas-
ter”, Senator Cotton said that 
it is time for it to change.

“First, we bring over a 
million immigrants into this 
country a year. That’s like add-
ing the population of Montana 
every single year; adding the 
population of Arkansas every 
three years. The vast majority 
of those workers -- or those 
immigrants come here not 
because of their English-lan-
guage abilities or their job 
skills, or their job offer, or 
their educational attainment,” 
he said.

“In fact, only one in 15 out 
of a million new immigrants 
come here because of their 
job skills and their ability to 
succeed in this economy,” Cot-
ton said.

The RAISE Act will be 
re-orienting Green Card sys-
tem, he added.

Senator Perdue said the 
current system does not work. 

“It keeps America from being 
competitive, and it does not 
meet the needs of the econo-
my today,” he said.

“Today we bring in 1.1 mil-
lion legal immigrants a year.

Over 50 per cent of our 
households of legal immi-
grants today participate in 
our social welfare system. 
Right now, only one 1 out of 
15 immigrants who come 
into our country come in with 
skills that are employable. 
We’ve got to change that,” he 
said.

Perdue said he looked at 
the at best practices before 
drafting the legislation.

“We looked at countries 
like Canada, Australia, and 
others. What we’re introduc-
ing today is modelled on the 
current Canadian and Austra-
lian systems. It’s pro-worker, 
it’s pro-growth, and it’s been 
proven to work. Both have 
been extremely successful in 
attracting highly skilled work-
ers to those countries,” the 
Senator said.

“We can all agree that the 
goals of our nation’s immigra-
tion system should be to protect 
the interests of working Amer-
icans, including immigrants, 
and to welcome talented indi-
viduals who come here legally 

and want to work and make a 
better life for themselves. Our 
current system makes it virtu-
ally impossible for them to do 
that,” said the Senator.

According to Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions, the higher 
entry standards established 
in this proposal will allow au-
thorities to do a more thor-
ough job reviewing applicants 
for entry, therefore protecting 
the security of the US home-
land. The additional time 
spent on vetting each applica-
tion as a result of this legisla-
tion will also ensure that each 
application serves the national 
interest, he observed.

The American people de-
serve a lawful immigration 
system that promotes our 
national interest. The RAISE 
Act would give us a more mer-
it-based immigration system 
that admits the best and the 
brightest around the world 
while making it harder for 
people to come here illegally,” 
Sessions said.

“The bill would end pro-
gramme known to be rife 
with fraud and abuse and i-
nally improve the vetting pro-
cess, making our country and 
working class wages much 
safer and stronger,” said the 
Attorney General.

Trump endorses merit-based immigration system

Russia has reacted angrily after a US bill imposing fresh sanctions was agreed overwhelmingly by 
the country’s lawmakers. The bill, which also brings sanctions against Iran and North Korea, was 

described as “seriously lawed” by US President Donald Trump. But Congress voted for it by such an 
overwhelming majority that he was unable to veto it. President Trump’s anger was mirrored in Mos-
cow, where Russia’s Prime Minister, Dmitry Medvedev, wrote on Facebook that the bill would bring “con-
sequences”. He said: “First, it ends hopes for improving our relations with the new US administration. 
“Second, it is a declaration of a full- ledged economic war on Russia. “Third, the Trump administration 
has shown its total weakness by handing over executive power to Congress in the most humiliating way.

I , A  3 
(PTI): Punjab Chief Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has 
been barred by the Elec-
tion Commission of Pa-
kistan from taking part 
in his own by-election 
campaign to a National 
Assembly seat left vacant 
after the disquali ication 
of his elder brother and 
former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif.

According to the code 
of conduct issued by the 
the Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP), con-
stitutional dignitaries, 
including the President, 
the Prime Minister and 
the provincial Chief Min-
isters, have been barred 
from visiting the constit-
uency or a polling station 
after the issuance of the 
schedule for the Septem-
ber 17 polls.

“All these public of-
ice-holders, including 

the Punjab chief minister 
who is a potential candi-
date for the by- election 
to Lahore National As-
sembly seat (NA-120), 
have been restrained 
from visiting the constit-
uency or a polling station 
after the issuance of the 
poll schedule,” it said.

The ECP also told 
candidates that their 

election expenses should 
not exceed Rs 1.5 mil-
lion and they must use a 
dedicated account for all 
transactions related to 
poll expenses, the Dawn 
newspaper reported.

The code of conduct 
came into effect this 
week immediately after 
the ECP announced the 
election schedule for La-
hore National Assembly 
seat. The ECP warned 
that legal action would 
be taken against any in-
dividual found violating 
the rules.

Terming the ECP code 
of conduct “confusing”, 
political observers won-
dered how the holder of 
a public of ice could be 
barred from taking part 
in his own election cam-
paign even though the 
law permitted a legisla-
tor to contest election for 

another house without 
tendering resignation.

A senior of icial of 
the ECP said a clear pic-
ture would emerge after 
the submission of nom-
ination papers by 65-
year- old Shehbaz for the 
by-election.

“This is a unique situ-
ation because if the Chief 
Minister of Punjab iles 
nomination papers, he 
will not be campaigning 
for somebody else but 
for himself and this right 
can in no way be taken 
away from him,” the of i-
cial said.

Nawaz Sharif was 
disquali ied by the Su-
preme Court on Friday 
in connection with the 
Panama Papers scandal. 
The 67- year-old veter-
an politician resigned 
from his position that 
evening.

Pak EC bars Shehbaz Sharif from 
campaigning for by-election

India may 
face deadly 
heat waves 
within 
decades: 
study
B , A  3 (PTI): 
Nearly 1.5 billion people 
in India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh are likely to 
face deadly heat waves 
within the next few de-
cades due to climate 
change, exposing them 
to unsurvivable tempera-
tures and widespread 
food crisis, an MIT study 
has warned.

Scientists predicted 
that by the end of this 
century climate change 
could lead to severe sum-
mer heat waves in South 
Asia, a region of deep 
poverty where one- ifth 
of the world’s population 
resides.

There is still time 
to avert such severe 
warming if measures 
are implemented now 
to reduce the most dire 
consequences of global 
warming, researchers 
said. However, without 
signi icant reductions in 
carbon emissions, the 
heat waves could begin 
within as little as a few 
decades to strike the 
fertile Indus and Ganges 
river basins that produce 
much of the region’s food 
supply, they said.

The areas likely to be 
hardest hit in northern 
India, Bangladesh and 
southern Pakistan are 
home to 1.5 billion peo-
ple. These areas are also 
among the poorest in the 
region, with much of the 
population dependent 
on subsistence farming 
that requires long hours 
of hard labour out in the 
open and unprotected 
from the Sun.

“That makes them 
very vulnerable to these 
climatic changes,” said 
Elfatih Eltahir, from MIT.

While the projections 
show the Persian Gulf 
may become the region 
of the worst heat waves 
on the planet, northern 
India is a close second, 
Eltahir said, and eastern 
China, also densely popu-
lated, is third. The highest 
concentrations of heat in 
the Persian Gulf would be 
out over the waters of the 
Gulf itself, with lesser lev-
els over inhabited land.

The new analysis is 
based on recent research 
showing that hot weath-
er’s most deadly effects 
for humans comes from a 
combination of high tem-
perature and high humid-
ity, an index which is mea-
sured by a reading known 
as wet-bulb temperature.

This re lects the ability 
of moisture to evaporate, 
which is the mechanism 
required for the human 
body to maintain its inter-
nal temperature through 
the evaporation of sweat.

M , A  3 (AFP): 
Russian Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev lashed 
new US sanctions as a “full-
ledged economic war” 

on Moscow, saying they 
crushed hopes for repair-
ing ties and demonstrated 
President Donald Trump’s 
“total weakness ... in the 
most humiliating way.” 

Trump reluctantly 
signed off on the new 
sanctions Wednesday, 
bowing to domestic 
pressure after the White 
House failed to scupper 
the bill or water it down. 
Medvedev warned the 
move would have “conse-
quences”, saying “it ends 
hopes for improving our 

relations with the new 
US administration.” 

“Second, it is a dec-
laration of a full- ledged 
economic war on Russia,” 
Medvedev said on his 
Facebook page.

Taunting the noto-
riously thin-skinned US 
president, Medvedev 
added: “The Trump ad-
ministration has shown 
its total weakness by 

handing over executive 
power to Congress in the 
most humiliating way”.

Trump signed the 
legislation behind closed 
doors and his reluctance 
was on full display in an 
angry signing statement in 
which he called the legisla-
tion “signi icantly lawed.” 

“In its haste to pass 
this legislation, the Con-
gress included a number 

of clearly unconstitution-
al provisions,” he said, 
including curbs on the 
president’s ability to “ne-
gotiate” with Russia. “I 
built a truly great compa-
ny worth many billions of 
dollars. That is a big part 
of the reason I was elected. 
As president, I can make 
far better deals with for-
eign countries than Con-
gress,” Trump claimed.

Russia blasts US sanctions as ‘economic war
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EtCETERA

A R C T I C   C I R C L E  - HALLATT

B A B Y   B L U E S  - KIRKMAN & SCOTT

ARIES: You may feel especially 
emotional today, Aries, reacting 
strongly to just about every image 
you see, whether it’s a war photo or 
a kitten on a doorstep. Spiritually, 
you’re highly motivated and longing 
to know more about the world. You 
might fi nd yourself thinking of mak-
ing a pilgrimage. If you’re serious, 
make your plans now.  
TAURUS: Dreams and visions might 
come and go today, Taurus, as uncon-
scious images surface. Some of these 
impressions could represent old traumas 
and phobias that have outlived their 
usefulness and need to be released. You 
could draw creative inspiration from 
these perceptions and use them as a ba-
sis for artistic projects. By day’s end you 

may feel emotionally lighter.
GEMINI: Social events or group 
activities could put you in touch 
with many people, Gemini, both 
close friends and casual acquain-
tances. A new person may come into 
your life who makes a diff erence. 
Issues may come up that you feel 
strongly about. You aren’t likely to 
refrain from expressing your opin-
ions. This is fi ne if you’re tactful. 
Others will appreciate your honesty.  
CANCER: Physically, Cancer, you 
should feel strong and energetic and 
ready to take on just about anything 
that comes your way today. This is 
good, as some powerful challenges 
may come up that bring new purpose 
to your life. Enthusiasm permeates 

your being right now. You’re likely 
to face with determination anything 
that comes your way, undeterred by 
the enormity of the task. 
LEO: Romantic desire tempers 
spiritual passion today, and you may 
want to pursue both, Leo. Perhaps 
your romantic partner is as spiritu-
ally inclined as you, and you aspire 
toward the same ends. Much of the 
passion you feel wells from deep 
within. So if you’re creatively in-
clined in any way, you may want to 
memorialize these feelings through 
writing, painting, or music.      
VIRGO: If you’re currently roman-
tically involved, your relationship 
could move to the next level of 
commitment. You and your partner 

could agree to be monogamous, get 
engaged, or set a wedding date. If 
you’re already married, you might 
decide to have a child. If you aren’t 
currently involved, Virgo, expect to 
attract someone soon. You’re ready 
and signaling your availability loud 
and clear to potential partners!  
LIBRA: An invitation to an important 
social event could come today, Libra. 
This may be a chance to meet import-
ant people who could advance your 
career in some way or who might be 
involved in a fi eld that interests you. 
Your own energy and enthusiasm 
won’t be lost on them. You will obvi-
ously be speaking from the heart when 
you discuss what’s on your mind.
SCORPIO: A previously untapped 

talent may emerge today, Scorpio. You 
could decide to train this talent and cre-
ate a new skill that can help you with 
just about any type of work you’d be 
doing. This is the day to do this. You 
should be full of energy and enthusi-
asm, capable of assuming any formida-
ble task. You should be feeling physi-
cally strong and well. This is a day of 
challenges and new enterprises.  
SAGITTARIUS: Romantic pas-
sion might motivate you to improve 
your physical appearance, Sagittar-
ius. You might decide to exercise, 
change your diet, and experiment 
with new clothes or haircut. You’re 
likely to produce the results you 
want. With the vast amounts of ener-
gy and enthusiasm churning within 

you today, you might surprise your-
self - with this task or anything else 
you decide to do.  
CAPRICORN: You might take on 
the world, Capricorn. Excitement, 
enthusiasm, and purpose could fi ll 
your soul, yet you may wonder 
where it comes from, as nothing 
has really changed since yesterday. 
Don’t waste time wondering - just 
harness it! Tackle a class or exercise 
program. Start a project. This ener-
gy comes from deep in the uncon-
scious. It should be channeled into 
the conscious world!  
AQUARIUS: Information gleaned 
from friends could fi nd you focusing 
on a new goal, Aquarius. You may 
have a lot of ideas about projects you 

want to take care of, and today you 
may realize which one has top prior-
ity. Start moving! Whatever you do, 
fi nd out what you need before you 
start. There’s a chance you might 
waste time running from place to 
place looking for necessary materials.  
PISCES: A possible change in 
direction might arise today. You 
could meet someone new or run 
into someone you haven’t seen in 
a while who off ers you a chance to 
change careers. Or it could become 
clear that you need to pursue your 
art or hobby full time. Whichever it 
is, Pisces, this is a great day to pur-
sue it, even if you have doubts. Your 
past accomplishments aff ord you an 
advantage.

T
H

E
 D

A
Y

 A
H

E
A

D

?what’s
TRENDING

04TH AUGUST 
WORLD HISTORY
1498: Christopher Columbus ex-
plored the Gulf of Paria (Venezu-
ela) between Trinidad and South 
America.
1704: In the War of Spanish Suc-
cession, an Anglo-Dutch leet cap-
tured Gibraltar.
1789: The Constituent Assembly 
in France dissolved feudal system 
by abolishing the privileges of no-
bility.
1875: The irst Convention of 
Colored Newspapermen was held 
in Cincinnati, Ohio.
1914: Britain and Belgium de-
clared war after German troops 
entered Belgium. The United 
States proclaimed its neutrality. 
Britain’s entry also committed its 
dominions of Australia, Canada, 
Newfoundland, New Zealand and 
South Africa. AS WWI started the 
inancial press helped to cover 

up news of a run on the Bank of 
England.
1944: Nazi police raided the se-
cret annex of a building in Am-

sterdam and arrested eight peo-
ple, including 15-year-old Anne 
Frank, whose diary became a 
famous account of the Holocaust. 
She died at the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp in the spring 
of 1945, just weeks before the 
camp was liberated. 
INDIAN HISTORY
1845: Sir Pherozeshah Merwan-
jee Mehta, KCIE an Indian political 
leader, activist, and a leading law-
yer of Bombay, who was knight-
ed by the British Government in 
India for his service to the law 
was born.  He drafted the Bombay 
Municipal Act of 1872,and is thus 
considered the ‘father of Bombay 
Municipality’.
1942: The British government 
charged that Mohandas Gandhi 
and his All-Indian Congress Par-
ty favored “appeasement” with 
Japan.
1956: India’s irst nuclear reac-
tor APSARA was commissioned.

Dr. RAJEN UPADHYAY
Assistant Professor in History, 

Namchi Govt. College

CASUAL CHLOË: Chloë Grace Moretz stepped out in L.A. 
looking casual recently. 

bollybuzz!!!

L O C K H O R N S  - HOEST & REINER

The singer says he has “let 
bitterness, jealousy and 

fear” run his life and that he 
now wants to start a new 
chapter.

Justin Bieber has shared 
a message on social media 
where he explains why he is 
“taking time” from his career. 
Two weeks after cancelling 
the remaining 14 days of his 
Purpose tour, the Baby singer 
has once again shocked his 
Beliebers with a surprise an-
nouncement.

“I’m so grateful for this 
journey with all of you,” he 
wrote on Instagram.

“I’m grateful for the tours 
but most of all I am grateful 
I get to go through this life 
WITH YOU! Learning and 
growing hasn’t always been 

easy but knowing I’m not 
alone has kept me going.”I 
have let my insecurities get 

the best of me at times, I let 
my broken relationships dic-
tate the way I acted towards 

people and the way I treated 
them! I let bitterness, jealou-
sy and fear run my life!!!” it 

says.
In the note, the 23-year-

old also thanks people who 
“in the past few years help 
me build my character back 
up reminding me of who I am 
and who I want to be”.

“My past de-
cisions and past 
relationships 
won’t dictate 
my future de-
cisions and my 
future relationships,” he wrote.

“I’m VERY aware I’m 
never gonna be perfect, and 
I’m gonna keep making mis-
takes.”I wanna be a man that 
learns from them and grows 
from them!! I want you all to 
know this tour has been un-
believable and has taught me 
so much about myself.

“I am reminded of how 
blessed I am to have a voice 
in this world. I’ve learned the 
more you appreciate your 
calling the more you want to 
protect your calling.”

After cancelling shows 
in the US and 
Asia, there 
were rumours 
online regard-
ing Bieber’s 
reasons for 

doing so, with website TMZ 
claiming the singer had “re-
dedicated his life to Christ”, 
showing a new cross tattoo 
on his face. The rumour was 
fuelled by Bieber’s recent 
posts with celebrity pastor 

Carl Lentz, who TMZ says is 
the singer’s “new mentor”.

Now, Bieber says the real 
reason behind his decision to 
drop out of the tour was that 
his lifestyle had grown un-
sustainable.

“Me taking this time right 
now is me saying I want to be 
SUSTAINABLE,” he wrote.

“I want my career to be 
sustainable, but I also want 
my mind heart and soul to 
be sustainable so that I can 
be the man I want to be, the 
husband I eventually want to 
be and the father I want to be.

“This message is just an 
opportunity for you to know 
my heart.

JUSTIN BIEBER ANNOUNCES BREAK FROM MUSIC IN LETTER, WRITING: ‘I WANT MY HEART AND MIND TO BE SUSTAINABLE’

A mural depicting the late Linkin Park singer Ches-
ter Bennington has been unveiled by a freeway 

in Los Angeles, California. The 20-foot mural was 
painted onto the wall of a local pizzeria by artist Jo-
nas Never, who spent two days completing the trib-
ute to the singer. It shows the 41-year-old frontman 
topless with his tattoos on display, smiling and look-
ing into the distance with a halo-like light around his 
head. The Linkin Park vocalist took his own life on 
July 20 at his home in Palos Verdes, California.  

LEGENDARY ACTOR 
DILIP KUMAR 
HOSPITALIZED 
AFTER 
SUFFERING FROM 
DEHYDRATION
Popular actor Dilip Kumar was admitted 

to hospital on Wednesday as he suffered 
from heavy dehydration. The legend-
ary actor who will turn 95 this 
year has been in poor health due 
to age related problems. His wife Saira 
Banu accompanied him to the hospital. A 
source from the hospital said, “He was admit-

ted with dehydration. He is stable”. 
T h e actor who was honoured with the 

Dadasaheb Phalke Award and the 
Padma Vibhushan was last seen 
acting in the movie “Qila” which 

was released in the year 1998. Dilip Kumar is 
known for his hits like “Mughal-e-Azam”, “De-
vdas” and many more.

TOP 10 SONGS ON 
BILLBOARD HOT 100 SONGS

1) Despacito- Luis Fonsi & Daddy Yan-
kee’s featuring Justin Bieber 
2) Wild Thoughts- DJ Khaled featuring 
Rihanna & Bryson Tiller
3) That’s What I Like- Bruno Mars
4) I’m the One- DJ Khaled featuring 
Bieber, Quavo, Chance the Rapper &Lil 
Wayne
5) Believer- Imagine Dragons
6) Unforgettable- French Montana’s 
featuring Swae Lee
7) Shape Of You- Ed Sheeran
8) There’s Nothing Holding Me Back- 
Shawn Mendes
9) Attention- Charlie Puth
10) Body Like A Back Road- Sam 
Hunt 

t r i b u t e


